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DEDICATION 
THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO MY BELOVED LORD RAM 


I dedicate this Book to Lord Sri Ram who is my dearest of dear, most beloved, the 
essence of my life and being, and for whom, and for whose pleasure, and on whose 
behest, and on whose divine mission, this book is dedicated. 

Nothing that I write is of my own creation. It is the Lord who is getting it 
done. So I deserve no credit. However, being an ordinary man like the rest of us, I 
may have committed errors, and for those I beg forgiveness. I hope this book will help 
to continue the great tradition of singing the glories of the different aspects of same 
indivisible one Divinity in order to meet diverse needs of the Soul, the Spirit, one 
such being to find peace and happiness amidst the surrounding turmoil of the world 
by being able to spend some time in the thoughts of the Divine Being, the same 
‘Parmatma’, the same Lord known by different names in different tongues. 

No creature is perfect; it’s foolhardy to claim so. The best of paintings cannot 
replace the original; the best of words cannot express the original emotions and 
sentiments. Even the Lord was not satisfied by one flower or one butterfly—he went 
on endlessly evolving and designing newer forms. So, I have done my best, I have 
poured out my being in these books. Honestly, I am totally incompetent—it was the 
Lord who had done the actual writing and had moved my fingers as if they were 
merely an instrument in his divine hands. But nonetheless, it's a tribute to the Lord's 
glory that he does not take the credit himself, but bestows it to them whom he loves as 
his very own. And to be ‘his very own’ is indeed an unmatched honour. However, I 
still beg forgiveness for all omissions, commissions and transgressions on my part 
that I may have inadvertently made. It's the Lord's glories that I sing, rejoice in, write 
on and think of to the best of my ability. I hope my readers will also absorb the divine 
fragrance effusing from the flowers representing the Lord's books, enjoy the ambrosia 
pouring out of them and marvel at the Lord's stupendous glories. 

I submit this effort at the holy feet of my beloved Lord Ram, and surely also to 
Lord Hanuman who was very dear to the Lord and an incarnation of Lord Shiva 
himself, with this humble little prayer that comes to my lips: ‘Lord God; Glorious and 
Blessed be Thy Name. I yield Thee my most hearty thanks and reverential gratitude 
that Thou hast given me the honour and the privilege and the opportunity to serve 
Thee and fulfil Thy desire to spread Thine Good Word for the good and welfare of the 
human kind through the Books Thou hast got written through these humble hands of 
mine. And for that mercy and graciousness of Thee, I shall ever and for ever remain 
Thine grateful and thankful and obliged.’ 

I hope the reader will find my book useful and interesting. Since English is an 
international language, this book will help the English speaking world to access this 
masterpiece of classical Indian scriptural text. 


“He leadeth me! O blessed tho't! 

O words with heav'nly comfort fraught! 
What-e'er I do, wher-e'er I be, 

Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me!” [A Hymn] 


Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia 
Author 
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PREFACE 


This Holy Book “Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras, Hymns & Prayers" presents a wonderful and comprehensive collection of a 
number of devotional and sacred Mantras, Hymns, Stotras and Prayers dedicated to 
Lord Ram who was a manifestation of Supreme Being and the Lord God of the world. 
It also underlines the glory and holiness of the Lord's sacred Name which acts as a 
spiritual remedy that grants eternal peace and happiness to the soul of a creature. 


These Mantras, Hymns, Stotras etc. have been selected from a wide range of sources 
as would be evident by a perusal of the Contents part of this book. They have been 
arranged in separate Chapters, a brief summary of which is given below. The full 
original Text of all the Mantras, Hymns, Stotras etc. with their Roman Transliteration 
is given, and this is followed by their renderings in simple English accompanied by 
notes to elaborate upon the text which makes this Book unique and extremely useful 
for the reader. 


Chapter 1: This Chapter deals with the glory and holiness of the sacred Name of Lord 
Ram as it is described by the great saint-poet Goswami Tulsidas in his works, viz. the 
epic (1) Ram Charit Manas, (ii) Dohawali, (iii) Barvai Ramayan, (iv) Kavitawali 
Ramayan, (v) Geetawali Ramayan, and (vi) Vinai Patrika. 


Chapter 2: This Chapter has Lord Ram's 108 Divine Names as they appear in two 
ancient excellent classics, viz. “Anand Ramayan’ and ‘Padma Puran’. At the end of 
this Chapter the significance of the number ‘108’ has been explained. 


Chapter 3: This Chapter has nine wonderful Hymns of Lord Ram from the famous 
devotional epic known as *Ram Charit Manas' that was written by Goswami Tulsidas. 


Chapter 4: In this Chapter we shall read sixteen excellent Stotras dedicated to Lord 
Ram from the classical narration of the glorious story of the Lord in ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan’ penned by the legendary sage Veda Vyas. 


Chapter 5: Continuing with the theme of ‘Stotras’ of the previous Chapter, here we 
shall read five other wonderful Stotras dedicated to Lord Ram, viz. Ram Stavaraj 
Stotra, Ram Ashtak Stotra, Raghunaath Ashtak Stotra, Sita Ram Ashtak Stotra, and 
Ram Raksha Stotra. 


Chapter 6: Then we come to Lord Ram’s Mantras appearing in the ‘Upanishads’. In 
this Chapter, we shall read them from four relevant Upanishads, viz. Ram Uttar 


Tapini Upanishad, Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Ram Rahasya Upanishad, and Kali 
Santaran Upanishad. 


Chapter 7: In this final Chapter we shall be reading a collection of twenty-eight most 
wonderful and excellent devotional Prayers from Tulsidas' famous book titled *Vinai 
Patrika’ which is an unparreled Book of matchless beauty and literary finesse as far as 
devotional hymns and prayers offered to Lord God are concerned that has ever been 
written in India, and perhaps also anywhere else in this world. These prayers resonate 
in the heart of the devotee just like the wonderful prayers in the Book of Psalms in the 
Holy Bible. 


After finishing my book on the Upanishads dedicated to Lord Ram, as well as the 
English renderings of three versions of the story of the Ramayan, viz. ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan’ and ‘Devi Puran Ramayan’ by sage Veda Vyas, and ‘Adbhut Ramayan’ by 
sage Valmiki, and also English versions of all the books of Goswami Tulsidas, such 
as Kavitawali, Geetawali, Dohawali, Barvai Ramayan, Janki Mangal, Parvati Mangal, 
Vairagya Sandipani, all of which have been published already, it was my wish to 
bring under one cover as many sacred Hymns, Stotras, Mantras and Prayers dedicated 
to Lord Ram along with the sacred texts that highlight the glory of the Lord’s Holy 
Name as I possibly could. This Book is a fruit of this endeavour, and it is at the same 
time an offering at the holy feet of Lord Ram, the ‘Lord-of-my-heart’. 


I hope it would be of great help and use for devotees of Lord Ram as well as a reader 
who may be interested in reading, learning and being informed about the different 
Hymns of Lord Ram that are not usually available easily at one place in a 
consolidated format as their sources are scattered over a wide swathe of scriptures and 
other forms of ancient devotional literature. 


I dedicate this Book to my most beloved Lord Ram, and as a thanksgiving I just 
humbly bow my head before ‘him’, close my eyes with tears welling up in them, with 
the throat too chocked and overwhelmed to say a word that, even if I managed to 
utter, would only appear superficial and make a fool of me as it would be totally 
inadequate to express my sense of gratitude and thankfulness towards my Lord. And 
if any reader is similarly inspired and begins to love the Lord God who is so loving 
and merciful, if a spark of devotion is ignited in his or her heart, if their hearts feel 
joyous and thrilled and blessed, I would think my efforts in writing this book have 
been fruitful. Prayers and Hymns that come from the heart are really like the nectar 
that gives bliss and beatitude to the soul. 


I wish to express my thanks to Sri Somil Bharti, B.Tech (IIT, Kanpur) and MBA 
(IIM, Calcutta) for being kind to do the Roman Transliteration of the verse for me. 
God bless him. 

Amen! 

Author: Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia. 

Date: 15^ July, 2018 


Full address of Author—36-A, Rajghat Colony, Parikrama Marg, 
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Glory of Lord Ram’s Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras, Hymns & Prayers 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 1 


The Glory of Lord Ram’s Holy Name 
Based on Goswami Tulsidas Books: 


(1.1) Ram Charit Manas: 


The ‘Ram Charit Manas’ is a famous book of Goswami Tulsidas that narrates the 
divine story of Lord Ram in a most captivating and beautiful manner that directly 
appeals to the heart. Its uniqueness lies in the beauty of its poetry as well as in its 
devotional quotient that no other rendering of this holy story of Lord Ram has. 

The Glory and Divinity of Lord Ram’s Holy Name and its spiritual 
significance and value for the devotee have been described in this book in an excellent 
manner. Now, let us read what it says:- 


ao. SES WT TH TR HY Sq Hay Urs ferent ST g Ni 
fafa et Ta sra WT AT (np 3rqU TA Pert ST 2 ul 


caupāl. 


banda'um nāma rāma raghubara ko. hētu krsanu bhanu himakara ko. 1. 
bidhi hari haramaya beda prana so. aguna anüpama guna nidhana so. 2. 


I pay my respects to Lord Ram's Holy Name ‘RAM?’ of Lord Raghubar'. This name 
has three letters ‘Rat+Aa+Ma’ (ra+a+ma). These letters respectively represent the 
three great Gods, viz. (i) the 1“ letter 'Ra' stands for the Fire-God, (ii) the 2" letter 'A' 
stands for the Sun God, and (iii) the 3" letter 'Ma' stands for the Moon God”. 

[The holy Name of the Lord is pronounced as ‘Rama’ or ‘Raam’. It consists of 
three basic sounds: ‘Ra’ as in the English word ‘run’, ‘Aa’ as in the English word 
‘father’, and ‘Ma’ as in the English word ‘mum’, ‘rum’.] (1) 

The holy Name of Lord Ram represents the three Gods of the Trinity, viz. 
Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer and protector) and Shiva (the concluder of 
creation) respectively. 
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It is the essence of the Vedas (i.e. it is literally the breath or the vital life of the 
Vedas—'bēda prana"y. It is without qualifications; it is peerless and an eternal 
source or fount of all auspiciousness and good virtues’. (2) 


[The word ‘Raghubara’ literally means the ‘Great Lord who is the best in the line of 
kings descending from the ancient king named Raghu who ruled over the kingdom of 
Ayodhya in some ancient time'. 

From the spiritual perspective this name means ‘the Lord of the creatures’, 
where the 1“ part of the name, i.e. ‘Raghu’ stands for a living being, and the 2" part, 
i.e. ‘Bara’ stands for the Lord or a husband. 

So this verse essentially means ‘I pray to and offer my respects to the holy 
Name of Lord Ram who is the Lord of all living beings’. 


"The three letters of Lord Ram's holy Name, viz. RatAa+Ma' (rat+a+ma), represent 
the basic cosmic energy incorporated in the ‘fire element’ that is at the base of all life 
in this creation as represented by the ‘sun’ and the ‘moon’, i.e. the one that shines 
directly (i.e. the sun), and the one that is made to shine by the first (1.e. the moon). In 
this metaphor, the ‘fire’ stands for the cosmic Consciousness, the ‘sun’ for the 
Supreme Being, and the *moon' for the individual Creature as the latter basks in the 
glory of the former. Refer: Maharamayan, 52/62-64. 

To wit, just like the fire is able to burn all impurities and make gold pure, 
invocation of Lord Ram's holy Name purifies the creature completely and makes his 
heart holy and pure. Again, just as the sun provides energy and life to all the creatures 
on earth and removes all darkness and the fear of ghosts by its mere presence in the 
sky, the holy Name of Lord Ram removes all darkness of delusions and ignorance that 
cloud the soul of a creature, thereby freeing him and granting him fearlessness from 
the horrors of birth and death in this mundane world of transmigration. And finally, 
just as the moon provides a soothing balm of its rays to the world scorched by the heat 
of the blazing sun, the Lord's holy Name gives solace and succour and hope to the 
tormented soul of all creatures. 

The different sounds of the letters of the Sanskrit alphabet stand for one or 
more Gods of the Hindu pantheon. A letter that relates to a particular God is called 
that God's Beej Mantra, or a letter which acts like a secret formula that directly refers 
to the chosen God and encrypts his cosmic energy and mystical powers. When a 
worshipper wishes to seek help from a particular God, he would use a Beej Mantra 
specific to that God. By invoking a Beej Mantra the worshipper virtually invokes a 
God's cosmic powers and energy for fulfillment of his desire. Repetition of a Beej 
Mantra builds up the energy that corresponds to the respective God, and it gathers 
more and more dynamism as time passes. 

If more than one Beej Mantras are used then the worshipper is able to harness 
the combined energy of all the Gods to whom these Beej Mantras belong. It is like the 
case of employing more than one source of energy or power when a single source 
falls short of requirements. It's like putting more than one electric motor into place to 
run a machine when any single motor falls short of the required horse-power that is 
needed. The combined cosmic energy of all these Beej Mantras and their respective 
Gods is thus focused on a single mission, and obviously the result would be more 
profound and the effect more stronger than using a single Beej Mantra— because this 
method puts the combined cosmic energy of more than one God into fulfillment of 
one mission. 
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In the case of Lord Ram, the three letters ‘Ra, Aa and Ma’ of the Lord's holy 
Name combine the energy of the Fire God, the Sun God and the Moon God. 

Further, it also combines the powers of the three great Gods of the Trinity, viz. 
Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer and protector, and Shiva the concluder of 
creation. To wit, the holy Name of Lord Ram symbolizes the entire gamut of 
creation—its beginning, its development and expansion, and its conclusion. It infuses 
life (Brahma), it protects and sustains (Vishnu), and it provides liberation from the 
miseries and torments of life (Shiva). 


Refer: Tulsidas’ book Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 74 which also says the same 
thing in its line nos. 1-2. 


^This verse clarifies that the Name which is being glorified is not simply a name of a 
great king, but it is a holy Name that has been endorsed by the Vedas, the most sacred 
of religious texts. The three letters of Lord Ram's holy Name combine and roll into 
one the cosmic powers and the authority of the three supreme forces of creation, viz. 
the creator Brahma, the sustainer Vishnu and the concluder Shiva. The holy Name 
‘Ram’ represents the entire spectrum of creation—its beginning, its expansion and its 
conclusion. And therefore it stands for ‘Brahm’, the Supreme Being who represents 
the cosmic Consciousness. 

The holy Name of Lord Ram is equivalent to the divine Mantra ‘OM’ that is 
universally regarded as the most sacred of all Mantras and is directly related to the 
cosmic Consciousness as it is the sound manifestation of the latter and stands for 
Brahm, the Supreme Being. This fundamental metaphysical fact has been elaborately 
detailed in Ram Uttar and Purva Tapini Upanishads that belongs to the Atharva Veda 
tradition. OM and RAM are synonymous with each other. A full English version of 
this Upanishad has already been published by this author. 

Calling Lord Ram's holy Name as being the ‘essence of the Vedas’ it is meant 
that just like a body is useless without life in it, the scriptures would lose their 
greatness and holiness, their importance and value, if Lord Ram's holy Name is 
removed from them. 


An important question arises here. The Supreme Being or the Lord of the Word has 
countless names. He is known by different names in different religions and faiths; all 
these names refer to the same Divinity. Then why is that Lord Ram's name ‘Ram’ or 
‘Rama’ or *Raam' is regarded as the best and the most holy among them all? It is like 
a case of it being ‘the first among equals’. It is said in Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, 
254/22 that ‘Lord Ram is the one who resides in the heart of all living beings, and his 
name is the one that directly appeals to the heart which finds joy in remembering it. 
So therefore, though there are thousands of names of the Supreme Lord, the name 
‘Ram’ is the best amongst them all.’ 

There is another aspect to it. All the Mantras or divine formulas that have been 
prescribed in the Vedas and other scriptures are specific to particular Gods to whom 
they belong, and when these Mantras are used for spiritual purposes, only the spiritual 
energy of their respective God or deity is invoked. But in the case of Lord Ram when 
his holy Name is remembered or invoked then the benefits that accrue encompass the 
entire spectrum of cosmic forces, i.e. the forces of creation, of sustenance and of 
conclusion. Nothing is left out, and so obviously the powers and authority that this 
holy Name grants to the person who invokes it are all-encompassing and wholesome 
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in their nature. The benefits of Lord Ram’s holy Name are all-round and 
comprehensive. 

Like the pure ‘cosmic Consciousness’ that is self-illuminated and does not 
require any other source to provide light to it, the holy Name of Lord Ram is also self- 
illuminated and self-empowered. ] 


"TEETH Vis HU WEN lara BTA Sq SAT 3 N 


TAT ST SIT TNT LET OPT ATA WATS d % A 


mahamantra jo'i japata mahēsū. kasim mukuti hetu upadésu. 3. 
mahima jasu jana ganara'ü. prathama püji'ata nama prabhā'ū. 4. 


Lord Shiva repeats (chants) this ‘Great Mantra" of Lord Ram, and utters them in the 
right ears of a dying man at Kashi (Varanasi) to give him emancipation and 
salvation’. (3) 

Lord Ganesh knows about the stupendous glory, the mystical powers and the 
supremacy of Lord Ram's holy Name over all other Mantras of all other Gods, and it 
is for this reason that he (Ganesh) is worshipped first in all religious ceremonies and 
is deemed to be the senior-most God’. (4) 


['A Mantra is a syllable, a letter, a word or a phrase that is used as a spiritual formula. 
In this case it is the holy Name of Lord Ram, viz. ‘RAM’ or ‘Rama’ or ‘Raam’. 


?This fact has been endorsed in Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 
tradition. This Upanishad clearly states that Lord Ram's holy Name ‘RAM’ is called 
the “Tarak Mantra", which is a spiritual formula that can grant freedom, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation to the soul of the creature by liberating him from the cycle 
of transmigration and helping him to go across over this vast ocean represented by 
this mundane world of birth and death. 

Refer also to: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that 
precede Doha no. 46; (11) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 108; (iii) Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 119; Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 10; (b) Barvai Ramayan, verse no. 53; (c) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, 
verse no. 74; (d) Vinai Patrika, (1) stanza no. 11, verse no. 152; (ii) stanza no. 3, verse 
no. 218; (e) Shiva Samhita, 2/14; (f) Anand Ramayan, Yatra Kand, Canto 2. 


*There are two stories narrated in the Purans (ancient mythological histories of the 
Hindus) that describe how Ganesh invoked Lord Ram's name to attain supremacy 
amongst all the Gods. The first version is in Shiva Puran (Shaiva Tantra), and the 
other is in Padma Puran. 

The first story is as follows: Once there was a quarrel between Ganesh and his 
elder brother Kartikeya as to who should be regarded as senior. Lord Shiva sent them 
to Brahma, the creator, to decide the contentious matter. Another version says that 
once Brahma asked all the Gods who was to be deemed as being senior amongst them 
all and therefore eligible to be worshipped first during religious ceremonies. Each 
God said that it is him. So, in order to settle this dispute Brahma asked them (Ganesh 
and Kartikeya in the first version, and the Gods in the second version) to go around 
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the universe and come back to him. The one who comes back first will win the trophy 
as well as the honour to be called the senior-most God and the right to be worshipped 
first. Kartikeya jumped on his peacock and so did all the other Gods who mounted 
their respective vehicles as they started out on their journey around the universe. 
Ganesh was confounded as he had a pot-belly and a mouse as his vehicle—so it was 
impossible for him to win the race. Though he embarked on the journey, he felt 
hopeless and dejected. Somewhere sage Narad met him, and he told Ganesh that the 
entire creation is a manifestation of Lord Ram, the Supreme Being, and therefore 
there is nothing that exists beyond the Lord's holy Name. Hence, the best recourse for 
him, Narad advised, would be to write the name of Lord Ram on the ground and go 
around it in a symbolic gesture of going around the entire spectrum of creation 
consisting of countless universes. After doing it, Ganesh should go to Brahma and 
narrate the enire episode to him. Meanwhile, wherever the other Gods, including 
Kartikeya, went, they found the foot-prints of a mouse ahead of them, indicating that 
Ganesh was ahead of them in the race around the many universes! When they finally 
came back to Brahma they found Ganesh already there. Brahma declared him the 
winner and explained the reason for his decision to all the Gods—that Ganesh was the 
wisest amongst them all as he had circumambulated the entire creation by going 
around the holy Name of Lord Ram, and so he is the winner. 

A variation of this is found in Padma Puran, Srishti Kand where sage V yas 
narrated an event in this connection to Sanjaya. Though this story is not related to the 
glory of Lord Ram's name, yet let us read it for the sake of interest. It says that when 
the two brothers Kartikeya and Ganesh were born to Parvati, the divine consort of 
Lord Shiva, all the Gods offered some wonderful rounded balls of sweets known as 
‘Modak’ to her as a gift. These balls of sweet were made from Amrit, the juice of 
eternity and immortality. The two brothers quarreled to eat these sweet balls. Parvati 
explained that this was no ordinary sweet as it was made from Amrit, and therefore 
only he who was qualified to have it would get it. She said, “Look, only someone who 
is extremely wise, and has purified himself by doing exemplary meritorious deeds— 
only he is eligible to partake of this sweet." Hearing it, Kartikeya mounted his 
vehicle, the peacock, and went on a pilgrimage to all the holy places. But Ganesh had 
a fat belly and a mouse as his mount, which made it impossible for him to go 
anywhere. So he went around his parents, father Lord Shiva and mother Parvati, and 
sat down. When Kartikeya returned, panting and huffing because he was in a hurry to 
reach ahead of Ganesh, he found his younger brother seated comfortably. Then Lord 
Shiva and Parvati declared Ganesh as the winner and one who was eligible for the 
sweet made from Amrit. They explained that one's parents are the most honourable 
beings for any living being. Paying respect to one's parents is equivalent to thousands 
of meritorious deeds combined into one. So Ganesh would henceforth be the first to 
be worshipped in all religious ceremonies.] 
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The ancient poet (Valmiki) knows the great effect and the magical powers of the Holy 
Name of Lord Ram because he attained purity and greatness by chanting this Name in 
the reverse order’. (5) 

On hearing from Lord Shiva that Ram's Name is equivalent to thousands of 
Names of other Gods and Godesses, Bhavani (Lord Shiva's consort) decided to chant 
this Holy Name alongside Lord Shiva’. [To wit, when Shiva's consort became aware 
of the glories of Lord Ram's holy Name, she used it as a spiritual formula herself just 
like her husband Lord Shiva had always been doing.] (6) 


[' Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 3; and (ii) Sortha/Doha no. 14 (d); (b) Vinai Patrika, (1) verse no. 151, stanza no. 
7; (ii) verse no. 156, stanza no. 2; (ii) verse no. 156, stanza no. 2. 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 64 and 80, 
Valmiki himself says: *Oh Lord Ram, I have attained the exalted state of being a sage 
equivalent in stature to celestial sages because of your holy Name. Say then, who can 
ever sufficiently praise the greatness of your holy Name?" ; “The celestial sages 
known as Sapta-rishis had advised me to repeat your holy Name in the reverse order 
as MARA instead of in the right order as RAMA because I told them I wouldn't be 
able to do it in the correct way due to my overriding sins. And inspite of this reverse 
way of chanting your glorious name, I still found exaltedness and enlightenment." 

Sage Valmiki was a sage who lived during the time of Lord Ram. The Lord 
had visited his hermitage during his journey into the forest. 

The story of Valmiki is as follows: Sage Valmiki is well known for his 
classical work known as the famous epic ‘Ramayana’, which is his magnum opus. He 
is also credited with penning Advhut Ramayan in which Sita had assumed the form of 
Maha Kali to kill the Ravana with a thousand heads. 

Valmiki is said to be the son of sage Pracheta who is said to be the son of 
Varun, the Water God. He is also said to be one of the Prajaapatis—the ancient 
patriarchs of this world. 

Before he became famous as ‘Valmiki’, he was known by the name of 
Ratnakar. In his early life he had been in the company of Bhils, ancient tribals, from 
his childhood days, and married into this race. So he adopted their life and means of 
livelihood, which was hunting. He used to waylaid travellers and rob them to sustain 
his family. Once the celestial sages known as Sapta-rishis met him and told him that 
no one would share his sins. The meeting of these sages was a turning point in 
Valmiki's life. He pleaded with them to tell him how to get over his path of sins and 
somehow find deliverance. The sages then advised him to meditate upon the holy 
Name of Lord Ram as it is the easiest way for him for it requires no knowledge of 
scriptures and needs no formalities, and at the same time it is easy and convenient for 
himi to repeat it as a Mantra. Valmiki accepted this advice, and immediately sat down 
in a motionless state of Samadhi, focusing his mind on the holy Mantra ‘RAM’. This 
alone led him to his enlightenment and self-realisation. 

According to Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 57-58 
he was a Brahmin by birth but became a cruel robber who would even kill his victims 
if they failed to give all their possessions to him. He had adopted this means of 
livelihood because he was brought up by a band of robbers and highway vagabonds 
who would way lay travellers and rob them. Once the seven celestial sages known as 
the Sapta-Rishis went through the forest where he lived, and Valmiki accosted them. 
When asked by the sages why he robbed others, Valmiki replied that he did it to feed 
his family and other dependants. The sages advised him that they would not share the 
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consequences of sins that he is committing for them. To test the correctness of this 
advice, Valmiki tied them to a tree and went to his house to ask his kith and kin if 
they would share any misfortune that might befall upon him. When they replied that 
they are only concerned with what loot he brings home, Valmiki's eyes of wisdom 
opened instantaneously. He rushed back to the sages, untied them and fell at their feet 
seeking forgiveness. He asked them to show him the path by which he can seek 
redemption and salvation for himself. The sages then advised him to do Japa 
(repetition) with Lord Ram's holy Name ‘RAAM’. Valmiki said that he was so sinful 
that it is not possible for him to utter the Lord's holy Name. At this, the sages thought 
over the matter and told him to repeat the name in the reverse order—as ‘MARAA’. 
When this word MARAA is repeated it becomes RAAM. This trick worked fine for 
Valmiki, and he immediately sat down to do Tapa (severe form of penance) and 
meditated on the name of the Lord in the reverse order. He became so immobile and 
lost in contemplation that a mound of anthill formed around his body. It so happened 
that when the sages returned to the same place during their return journey, they saw 
him in this condition. They poured consecrated water on him and revived him. It was 
then that they gave him a new name ‘Valmiki’, which means ‘one who has emerged 
from an anthill’. This story is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, 6/57- 
58. 

He established a hermitage on the banks of river Tamsa and lived there. Lord 
Ram went to meet him during his outward journey to the forest, and it was in the 
sage's hermitage that Sita lived and her two sons Lav and Kush were born when she 
was sent to exile by Ram during the final days of the Lord's days on earth as a prelude 
to his winding up his worldly ‘Leela’ or deeds and ascending to the heaven as Lord 
Vishnu. 

One day Valmiki saw a hunter shoot down a male bird and heard the wailings 
of his companion, the female bird. He cursed the hunter in a verse that came out of his 
mouth in a poetic style called the Anushtup Chand (metre). Never before had Valmiki 
ever composed any verse, so he was astonished at this development. Then Brahma the 
creator appeared before him and ordered him to compose the epic Ramayan for which 
the basic story was provided to him by sage Narad. 

The genesis of the story of Ramayan is this—Once the celestial sage Narad 
came to his hermitage (called an Ashram) on the behest of Brahma. Valmiki asked 
him if there was anyone living in this creation who embodied all the 16 Kalaas 
(qualities) that the Supreme Being is known to possess. Then Narad told him about 
Lord Ram. This is how the grand and magnificent story of the Ramayan was revealed. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 10 
which clearly endorses this fact. Refer also to Vinai Patrika, verse no. 247, stanza no. 
2: 

This story is narrated in Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 254, verse nos. 11- 
24. Briefly it is as follows: Parvati, the divine consort of Lord Shiva, had been 
initiated and given Lord Vishnu's Mantra by her Guru (preceptor) sage Vamdeo. 
Once Lord Shiva sat down for his meals and invited Parvati to join him. Parvati 
replied that she was worshipping Lord Vishnu by using his thousand names, known as 
Vishnu Sahastra Naam, which takes a long time to complete. It was then that Lord 
Shiva advised her that she must understand that Lord Ram's single name ‘Ram’ 
(pronounced as ‘Rama’ or ‘Raam’) was equivalent to the thousands of names of 
Vishnu, or for that matter any God. Parvati accepted Shiva’s advice as she knew that 
he was the wisest and the most enlightened amongst the Gods. Since that time Parvati 
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always accompanied Lord Shiva in repeating the holy Name of Lord Ram and used it 
as her spiritual formula.] 


wu Eq thas a d fea yea faa spera dit aT oi 
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harase hetu heri hara hī ko. kiya bhūsana tiya bhūsana tī ko. 7. 
nama prabha'u jana siva niko. kalaküta phalu dinha ami ko. 8. 


Lord Shiva was so happy at her decision (of chanting Lord Ram's holy Name and 
accepting it as her spiritual Mantra) that he made her the jewel among womenfolk as 
well as an inseparable part of his own self. (7) 

Lord Shiva knows the great effect and the spiritual potency of the holy Name (of 
Lord Ram)! by the virtue (or the strength) of which the poison he drank became 
nectar for him”. (8) 


[Lord Shiva knows the mystical powers and spiritual value of Lord Ram's holy 
Name. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 25 which says 
that after studying all the scriptures and analyzing the countless ways they have been 
interpreted, Lord Shiva deduced that Lord Ram's holy Name is the best Mantra and 
the best spiritual formula for a living being. So he adopted it as his preferred Mantra 
which he invoked during meditation. This invocation granted him eternal peace and 
bliss, and elevated him to the pedestal of being a Great God, the *Maha-Deva'. 


"This story is narrated in Srimad Bhagvat Mahapuran, Skandha 8, Canto 5-7. In brief 
it is this: The Gods and the Demons decided to churn the ocean to produce Amrit, the 
liquid that would grant them eternity. But this was not a joke, for the ocean was 
extremely sour and bitter. During the fierce churning of the ocean, for which the 
celestial serpent was made a rope, Mt. Mandrachal the churning rod, and the Tortoise 
as the base on which this mighty mountain was rested, one of the first things that was 
produced was *Halahal Poison', i.e. a poison that was so acidic, scalding, corroding 
and dangerous that if even one drop of it fell on the earth, all life on its surface would 
vanish. All were terrified, not knowing how to tackle it. All the Gods rushed to Lord 
Shiva as they knew he was the wisest amongst them all and would certainly know 
what to do with this poison. Besides this, Shiva is also the God of death, so he would 
find a way around this problem. So Shiva uttered the holy Name of Lord Ram and 
sipped the poison. The name of Lord Ram is so powerful that it neutralized the 
negative effects of the poison so much so that it didn't affect Shiva; only Shiva's neck 
turned blue due to this poison. Since that time Shiva came to be known as Neel- 
Kantha, the Lord with a blue-tinged throat. 

This drinking of the poison by Shiva and his surviving due to the powerful 
antidote effects of Lord Ram’s holy Name has also been mentioned in Tulsidas’ 
books (i) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, stanza no. 1 of verse no. 158; and (ii) Vinai Patrika, 
verse no. 156, stanza no. 2.] 
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barasa ritu raghupati bhagati tulasi sali sudasa. 
rama nama bara barana juga savana bhadava masa. 19. 


Tulsidas says that devotion to Lord Ram's and his holy Name is like the rainy season, 
and devotees are like the paddy crop. The two syllables of the holy Name, i.e. 'Ra' and 
'Ma', stand for the two months of Shravan and Bhadav which are very auspicious for 
the growth of paddy. (Doha no. 19) 


[Refer: Vinai Patrika, verse no. 221, stanza no. 4 also where a similar idea is 
expressed. Refer also to Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 78, line nos. 3-4 where 
Tulsidas says that he has only Lord Ram's name as his sole source of succour and 
solace, and he relies on it exclusively. 

Paddy grows wonderfully during the two months of the rainy season known as 
Shravan and Bhadav in India. It is because during these two months rainfall is 
abundant, and it usually falls regularly, for prolonged periods of time and in a 
controlled manner such as in a drizzle or a light shower so as to properly water the 
fields. A heavy downpour is useless as the water runs off quickly, leaving the land dry 
and useless for the paddy crop to grow because it needs a wet soil and an abundance 
of water on the ground. 

In this verse, Tulsidas compares a devotee to the paddy crop, and the two 
letters of Lord Ram's holy Name, viz. Ra and Ma, as the two months of the rainy 
season. Just like the paddy crop that finds an infusion of life during these two months 
of the rainy season, a devotee also finds extreme joy and happiness in the name of 
Lord Ram; a devotee feels energised and spiritually blessed when he invokes the holy 
Name of Lord Ram that injects freshness and cheer into his life.] 
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sumirata sulabha sukhada saba kāhū. loka lahu paraloka nibāhū. 2. 


Both the letters (Raa and Ma) of Lord Ram's name are sweet and charming, and they 
are virtually like being the ‘eyes’ and the ‘pran’ (i.e. the soul and the essence) of all 
the letters of the alphabet, and at the same time they are the very life of all devotees’. 
(1) 

These two letters of the holy Name of the Lord are easy to remember, and they 
delight one and all. [To wit, whereas other Mantras are complicated and oftentimes 
difficult to remember and pronounce, the holy Name of Lord Ram consisting of the 
two letters ‘Raa’ and ‘Ma’ are very easy to recall and as easy to remember by even 
the most humble of persons. No special skills or knowledge of the language is 
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required to say the holy Name of the Lord. Hence this divine Mantra is easily 
accessible to one and all. They are so sweet and pleasant to say and hear that they 
delight both the speaker as well as the hearer.] 

These two letters that form the holy Name of Lord Ram (i.e. Raa and Ma) possess 
mystical powers and they are so glorious and spiritually empowered that they not only 
take care of the creature while he lives in this gross mundane world but also ensures 
his well-being after this world (1.e. after his death, by providing him with deliverance 
from the cycle of birth and death, and taking care of his salvation and emancipation of 
his soul). (2) 


[In Doha no. 19 herein above we have read that the two letters of Lord Ram's holy 
Name are like the two months of the rainy season that are virtually the vital life- 
giving months for the paddy crop, because if the rains fail the paddy would die. These 
present verses are an elaboration of this 1dea. 

The letters of the alphabet are nothing but sounds made by the tongue, or a 
mark of ink made on paper when written. They acquire meaning and life only when 
one makes some sense out of them. These seemingly ordinary letters of the alphabet, 
which ordinarily are practical devices for general communication in day-to-day life, 
assume great mystical powers, and acquire dynamism and spiritual energy when they 
are used as Mantras (spiritual formulas), prayers or hymns dedicated to God. 

So here poet Tulsidas means that 1f one were to closely examine and analyse 
the underlying philosophy of this phenomenon, then one would come to the 
conclusion that the sound produced by the two letters of the holy Name of Lord Ram 
is the cosmic energy that subtly infuses dynamism and life into all the letters of the 
alphabet just like the case of the invisible life-giving breath that silently breathes life 
and dynamism into the body of all living beings. Sans this cosmic energy injected by 
the sound of the holy Name of Lord Ram, the letters of the alphabet would simply be 
lifeless entities marked on a piece of paper, or incomprehensible and un-intelligible 
words uttered by the tongue. 


"The Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition says that Lord Ram's 
holy Name is the ‘Tarak Mantra’, i.e. it is a spiritual formula that grants liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation to a creature. At the same time, it is a 
formula which grants joy, happiness, peace and bliss to the creature in this world 
while he lives in it. This is what is meant here. The holy Name of Lord Ram is the 
single-dose remedy for all spiritual ills and worldly torments from which a living 
being suffers. 

Tulsidas has extolled the glories of Lord Ram's name and his divine story in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 31— 
to Doha no. 32. 

Refer also to: (a) Dohawali, verse nos. 14, 570; (b) Vinai Patrika, verse nos. 
70, 76, 254-255.] 
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baranata barana priti bilagati. brahma jiva sama sahaja samghati. 4. 


The two letters of the holy Name of Lord Ram are sweet, pleasant and delightful to 
speak, to hear and to remember; and they are as dear to Tulsidas as are Lord Ram and 
Laxman themselves are to him’. (3) 

The two letters (Raa and Ma) lose their harmony and profound spiritual 
significance and value when pronounced separately just as Brahm (the Supreme 
Reality; the cosmic Soul) and Jiva (the individual creature; the individual soul) appear 
to be different entities but are essentially the same. (4) 


[To wit, these two letters ‘Raa’ and ‘Ma’ of the holy Name of Lord Ram represent 
Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman for Tulsidas, and so he revers them as 
personified forms of the two brothers. 

A similar idea that both Lord Ram and Laxman are equally dear to Tulsidas 
has been expressed in Vinai Patrika, verse no. 36, stanza no. 5. 

There are other references in Ram Charit Manas where we see that both Lord 
Ram and Laxman are equally praised and revered. Some of these are: Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 193; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 216; Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 315; Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 248. 

When the two brothers had gone out to visit the city of Janakpur, all the 
citizens were equally captivated by their charm. This is evident in Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 220—to Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 225. 

The same was the condition of the king of Janakpur when he had first seen the 
two brothers with sage Vishwamitra. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 215—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
216. 

The glory of the two letters of the Lord’s name are extolled in Vinai Patrika, 
verse no. 67 too. 


*Brahm is the Supreme Being who represents the cosmic Consciousness at the 
universal or the macro level of creation, while the Jiva is the living being who 
represents the same Consciousness at the individual or the micro level of creation. 

According to metaphysical principles expounded in the Upanishads, there is 
no fundamental difference between the two, i.e. Jiva and Brahm are the same. When a 
living being becomes aware and convinced of this universal and irrefutable spiritual 
Truth, he is said to be ‘self-realised and enlightened’. Otherwise, when he thinks that 
the Jiva and Brahm are two separate entities, he is said to be deluded and ignorant. 

To wit, the two letters ‘Raa’ and ‘Ma’ of the holy Name of Lord Ram 
(pronounced as ‘Rama’ or ‘Raam’) are inseparable from one another, and they must 
always be remembered and invoked together to produce the desired spiritual effect. If 
they are separated from one another then they become ordinary letters of the alphabet. 

We can take a simple example to understand this principle. A magnet has two 
poles—north and south. A magnet has no existence and loses its strength to either pull 
or repel iron if it loses this uniqueness of having two poles. During electrolysis we 
have a negative ion and a positive ion; there cannot be electrolysis without the 
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presence of the two. Every human being breathes, and it consists of inhalation and 
exhalation. There is no life in the body if any one of these two processes stop. A 
flame produces light; no one can separate the flame from its light; both must co-exist. 
Where there is a sun there is warmth and light; they are inseparable from one another. 

In the same way, the two letters Raa and Ma of the holy Name of Lord Ram 
cannot be separated from one another. They produce good spiritual effects only when 
invoked together. 

This fact has been explicitly expressed in Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 217; and (b) Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 14.] 
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Like the two divine brothers Lords Nara and Narayan’, these two auspicious letters of 
the holy Name of Lord Ram (i.e. Raa and Ma) take care of the entire creation. 

In a general way, these two letters (that symbolize Lord Ram and Laxman) are 
the protectors and sustainers of the whole world, without any discrimination, but more 
specifically they are particular about the welfare of the devotees of the Lord and grant 
redemption to them, assuring them of freedom from torments and sufferings of all 
manner in this world. (5) 

They are like beautiful ear-rings that act as adornments of a sweet maiden named 
‘Bhakti’. [Here, the grand spiritual virtue of faith, devotion, love, affection and 
dedication for Lord God, and submission to him without any conceit and pretensions, 
has been personified. These virtues are called ‘Bhakti’.]? 

As for the world, they are like the spotless and untainted celestial bodies known 
as the Sun and the Moon”. (6) 


[The story goes that Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, took birth as two great sages 
known as ‘Nara’ and ‘Narayan’ from the womb of Murti, the daughter of Daksha 
Prajapati and the wife of Dharma. Nara and Narayan were personified form of the 
Lord himself, and so were images of calmness and peace like their Father. They were 
highly enlightened and self-realised from birth, and thus did not wish to get involved 
in the routine affairs of creation and the mundane world. So they renounced all 
attachments and went to the Himalayas to do deep meditation. It is believed that they 
are still meditating at a place called Badrikashram or Badrinath which is located in the 
upper reaches of the Himalayan range of mountains in the north of India, and is one of 
the four most sacred pilgrim places of the country. 

According to a legend narrated in Jaimini Bharat, there was a demon known as 
Sahastra-kavachi. He got this name because he had once done severe penance and 
pleased the Sun-God. When asked to seek a boon or blessing of his desire, the demon 
got a boon that his body should be protected by thousands of shields or impregnable 
vests known as ‘Kavach’ so that no one can kill him. When told that all those who 
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have taken birth must die and so he must ask for a boon that does not go against this 
inviolable rule of creation, the demon found a clever way to circumvent it. So he 
asked for a boon that only when someone fights with him for a thousand years would 
he be able to break only one of his shields of vests, but as soon as this happens the 
enemy would immediately die himself. Lords Nara and Narayan were born to kill this 
demon. One of the two brothers spent time in doing penances and meditation while 
the other fought with the demon for a thousand years and break one of his thousand 
body-vests, but as soon as it happened that brother died in accordance with the boon. 
Then the other brother who had been doing penance and meditation till now brought 
the first brother to life again by use of Mantras and transmitting the good result of his 
spiritual practices, and took up the battle himself while the revived brother engaged in 
doing severe penance and austerity to regain mystical powers. This cycle continued 
for ages till the time only one last shield was left. The cunning demon escaped the 
battle-field and took shelter in the blazing sun. Then the two brothers Nara and 
Narayan went to do penance and meditation together to acquire combined strength to 
overcome him and face the heat of the sun. 

It is believed that during Dwapar age (when Lord Krishna was born), this 
demon took birth as Karna who is said to have been born with a Kavach (a thick layer 
of hard and impregnable tissue like the shell of a tortoise) around his body. He was 
killed by Arjun and Lord Krishna who are, according to this legend, incarnations of 
Nara and Narayan respectively. It ought to be noted here that the word *Nara' means a 
Jiva, a living being, here representing Arjun, and the word ‘Narayan’ means Lord 
Vishnu, here representing Lord Krishna. 

The formless and attributeless form of the Supreme Being is too abstract and 
difficult to understand, relate to, access and invoke for ordinary living beings. So here 
the Lord's manifested form as Nara and Narayan has been cited. The idea is that a 
devotee can overcome even the most stubborn of his sins and misdeeds if he takes 
recourse to the powerful name of Lord Ram, because its two letters would be able to 
eliminate his sins one by one just like Lord Nara and Narayan had destroyed one- 
shield-at-a-time of the demon Shastra-kavach. 

Another reason for citing the story of the two brothers Nara and Narayan is 
that just like they were born from the same mother (Murti, the wife of Dharma), Lord 
Ram's holy Name has its origin in the tongue which acts like its mother—because a 
person uses the tongue to pronounce this holy Name. To wit, just like Murti produced 
Nara and Narayan, her two sons, the tongue produces the two letters Raa and Ma of 
the holy Name of Lord Ram. 

And just like *Dharma' being the worldly father of Nara and Narayan who 
actually were personified form of Lord Vishnu, the two letters of Lord Ram too 
represent all that is auspicious and righteous, or a personified form of ‘Dharma’ in 
this world, and at the same time they represent Lord Vishnu who had revealed himself 
in the physical form of Lord Ram. 


"To wit, Bhakti would lose its charms if the devotee does not use Lord Ram's holy 
Name in his spiritual endeavours. 


"To wit, just like the sun and the moon adorn the sky and are like the two shining 
jewels that illuminate the world that would have been dark in the absence of these two 
celestial bodies, the two holy letters of the name of Lord Ram, i.e. Raa and Ma, shine 
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and illuminate the entire spectrum of spiritualism for a wise man. Just like the sun and 
the moon that remove the darkness of the world below, the two letters of the Lord's 
holy name remove the darkness in a devotee's life. All other Mantras etc. are like the 
stars that dot the night sky, but even as the combined light of all the stars is unable to 
illuminate either the sky or the earth below, all the Mantras taken together wouldn't 
be able to grant spiritual peace, bliss and redemption to a person; they won't be able 
to grant liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to his soul.] 


Tales AT HA Tet Wem dh HAS HT AA at THM Gh I di 
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svada tosa sama sugati sudha ke. kamatha sesa sama dhara basudha ke. 7. 
jana mana manju kanja madhukara se. jiha jasomati hari haladhara se. 8. 


These two divine letters taste like nectar and have the latter's qualities that grant 
contentedness, joy and bliss to all. [To wit, these two letters of the Lord's holy Name 
are as refreshing and rejuvenating as nectar, and they give immense bliss and joy to 
the soul of a creature as if he has actually drunk nectar.] 

They symbolically support and protect life on this earth (i.e. they look after the 
welfare and well-being of all living beings in this world) just like the divine Tortoise 
did (when it supported life on earth by holding it on its back and preventing it from 
sinking into the nether world at the time of the churning of the ocean by the Gods and 
the Demons), and like the Serpent God (known as Sheshnath) who does so even today 
(by holding the earth on its hood)'. (7) 

For the devotees' mind which is comparable to a lotus, the two letters of Lord 
Ram's holy Name are like the bees (that continuously hover above the lotus flower to 
drink its nectar)’. 

For the tongue which is symbolically like mother Yashodha, these two letters are 
like Lord Krishna and his brother Balaram respectively (hari haladhara sé)’. (8) 


['In some ancient time when the Gods and Demons had churned the ocean in search 
of Amrit, the liquid of immortality, they had used Mt. Mandrachal as the churning rod 
and the celestial serpent Seshnath as the rope. At that time Lord Vishnu had assumed 
the form of a Tortoise and supported the great mountain from below so that it did not 
drill through the earth and split it into two or push it under its weight to sink into the 
nether world. 

In Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 234, verse nos. 17-18 we read that at the 
end of this churning the Gods had offered their prayers to honour Lord Tortoise and 
requested him to help Seshnath (the legendary Serpent) and other Diggajs 
(mythological mighty Elephants) to support the earth from below. It is believed that 
Seshnath holds the earth on his thousand hoods, and he is aided by the Elephants who 
support the earth at its corners, while the Great Tortoise supports the earth on its shell 
and helps the Seshnath and the Diggajs in their effort to carry the earth aloft. The 
Tortoise ensures that they do not get tired, and the earth does not slip and fall. 
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?The bees hum and buzz continuously over the lotus flower; some of them alight on 
the flower to drink its nectar. This metaphor implies that the tongue of a devotee 
continuously repeats the holy Name of Lord Ram so much so that the sound produced 
by this chanting creates a continuous humming sound around the devotee. It seems 
that the devotee's mind is like a bee that derives intense pleasure in repeating the holy 
Name of Lord Ram and remain submerged in the bliss that is got by this repetition. 
The constant humming produced by repetition of the word “Raam” creates vibrations 
that sooth the devotee's mind and nerves so much so that he does not wish to think of 
anything else. 


`The word ‘Haldhar’ also means ‘a person who holds a plough’ which he uses to 
plough his fields, the other word ‘Hari’ also means ‘green’, a reference to the lush 
green fields, and the word *Jasomati” may mean ‘a mind that is wise and one that 
gives fame to a person’. So in the context of this metaphor we can interpret this verse 
to mean that a wise person uses Lord Ram’s holy Name to plough and ready his field 
symbolized by his life and his inner-self so that a good harvest of spiritual values are 
accumulated in it, which in turn would give him immense joy and happiness just like 
a farmer who rejoices when he sees his green field full of rich crop. 

Just like the field that is made usable by the plough, repeating the Lord’s holy 
Name prepares a man to make good use of his life and render it worthwhile and 
auspicious. Just like farmer who works with his plough first so that he can enjoy a 
good harvest later on, a wise person is one who uses the holy Name of Lord Ram to 
prepare his life and inner-self to welcome spiritualism and good virtues such as piety, 
holiness, saintliness etc. in order to enjoy spiritual bliss, peace, happiness and 
redemption later on in life. ] 


GO. Uh OA Uh Hea aa aA wr sits | 
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ēku chatru ēku mukutamani saba baranani para jo'u. 
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Tulsidas says: ‘Lo and Behold! The two letters of Lord Ram's holy Name (i.e. ‘Raa’ 
and ‘Ma’) crown all the other alphabets of the Sanskrit or the Hindi language—the 
former acts as an ‘umbrella’ and the latter acts as a ‘crown-jewel’. (Doha no. 20) 


[The 1* letter *Raa'of the Lord's name Raam or ‘Rama’ consists of two parts—viz. 
the Sanskrit consonant ‘Ra’ and vowel sound of ‘Aa/a’, which is the second vowel of 
the alphabet. The first letter ‘Ra’ and the vowel sound of ‘Aa’ are integral to the first 
half of the holy Name (Ra + ā). 

When the letter ‘Ra’ or the vowel sound of ‘Aa’ are used in conjunction with 
any other consonant of the alphabet, then they are represented in the form of a ‘curved 
line’ placed on the top of the concerned letter. This curved line is called a ‘ref in 
Sanskrit grammar. It is shaped like an ‘umbrella’ that is placed above the letter 
concerned. 
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Similarly, the 2" letter ‘Ma’ of the name of Lord Ram (‘Ra + ma’) is 
converted into a ‘dot’, known as an ‘anuswar’, that is placed on the top of another 
letter (a consonant) when *Ma' is used in conjunction with it. The resultant sound 1s 
equivalent to the English letter M as in mum, hum). The effect is that it looks like it 
was a ‘crown jewel’ put on the top of the letter. 

So in this verse, Tulsidas means that both the letters of Lord Ram's holy Name 
are so glorious that one acts like an umbrella or a parasol held on the head of a king, 
and the other acts like the crown jewel worn on the head of the king. Just like the case 
of a king acquiring his dignity and stature by the virtue of the umbrella held over his 
head and the jewel that adorns his crown, the two letters of Lord Ram's holy Name 
give glory to all other letters that form Beej Mantras for different Gods and 
Goddesses. Devoid of these two holy letters of Lord Ram's name, all other letters that 
stand for various Beej Mantras lose their effectiveness and glory, and so does the 
beauty of the language itself as a whole.] 
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caupāl. 


samujhata sarisa nāma aru nāmī. prīti parasapara prabhu anugāmī. 1. 
nāma rūpa du'i īsa upādhī. akatha anādi susāmujhi sādhī. 2. 


The ‘Name’ and the person ‘Named’ (i.e. the person to whom the name refers to, in 
this case Lord Ram), though apparently appearing to be synonymous with each other 
because they refer to the same entity, are actually different from one another but very 
closely allied to each other just like the relationship that exists between a *master' and 
a ‘loyal follower or servant’ of his. [To wit, first the Lord's Name is pronounced, and 
then the Lord reveals himself before the worshipper or the devotee. Hence, the 
‘Name’ has precedence over the *Named'.]! (1) 

The ‘Name’ (nama) and the ‘Form’ (rūpa) are the two attributes of the Lord 
God (du'i īsa upadhi)—both are so great that they are beyond the reach of words (i.e. 
words cannot describe their glory and majesty), and both of them are without a 
beginning or an end. This principle can only be understood by those who have the 
proper wisdom, and are enlightened enough to grasp it”. (2) 


[ The ‘Name’ refers to the holy Name of Lord Ram, and the ‘Named?’ refers to the 
Lord himself. In this simile, the Name of the Lord is like the *Master' (prabhu), while 
the Lord himself is like the ‘person’, literally an ‘obedient follower’ (anugāmī) who 
follows his Master. 

It is easy to understand this philosophy. When anyone wishes to call a person 
or draw his attention, he calls out to the latter using his name, and then that person 
knows that he 1s being called and so he responds immediately. Hence, when a devotee 
or a worshipper remembers Lord Ram and wishes to invite the Lord or invoke his 
mercy and grace, he first remembers and invokes the Lord by his name, and then the 
Lord himself makes his presence felt and blesses the devotee or the worshipper. So 
therefore, the *Name' (RAM) acquires precedence over the *Named' (Lord Ram 
himself in a personified form). 
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There is another way of interpreting this verse. The ‘Name’ of the Lord, when 
pronounced, consists of a ‘sound’ that represents the invisible, cosmic and universal 
form of the Lord just like OM that represents the cosmic Consciousness which is 
invisible and all-pervading. This cosmic, all-pervading, subtle and invisible form of 
the Lord represented by the sound of the letters *RAM' revealed itself in the physical 
grosser form of Lord Ram, a form which is like any other human being. 

Even from the perspective of creation, first the invisible, all-encompassing, 
all-pervading and macrocosmic form of *Prakriti or Nature appeared, and then came 
into being its microcosmic visible form as individual entities that formed the infinite 
maze that constituted the vast grid of creation. Similarly, first comes the basic letters 
that form the name of an individual, the letters that combine to form a word (the 
*name'— nama) that would identify that individual, and then comes the individual 
himself (the *named'— nāmī). 

In this scenario, the *name' of Lord Ram (nama) is deemed to be senior or 
superior to the Lord's ‘physical form’ (nami) because of a variety of reasons. For 
instance, the name of the Lord can be remembered and invoked at anytime by anyone, 
and it immediately grants relief to the worshipper or the devotee as it is a powerful 
spiritual Mantra which is a divine spiritual formula that possesses unique cosmic 
powers and dynamism that produce instantaneous results of astounding proportions 
when a person invokes it. On the other hand, the physical form of Lord Ram would 
have its own practical limitations by the virtue of it being a physical gross body (as 
compared to the ‘name’ which is extremely subtle by its very nature, because it is 
merely a ‘sound’ that exists in ether and covers the entire space that is available to it). 


"This verse draws from the eclectic metaphysical philosophy of the Upanishads which 
says that the divine word OM is a sound representation of the vibrations produced by 
the cosmic Consciousness, and its manifested form is known as Brahm, the Supreme 
Being. To wit, Brahm is a personified form of OM representing supreme 
Consciousness at the macrocosmic and the subtlest level of creation. The entire 
creation is a revelation of this Brahm. To wit, when we deal with this Brahm at the 
microcosmic level of creation, we talk of the individual living being known as the 
Jiva and his individual Atma or soul which is the Jiva's individual identity that is 
specific to him. This unique identity of the Jiva is represented in the form of the Jiva's 
personal name. So therefore we say that the Name and the Form are the two aspects of 
the same entity. In the case of Lord Ram, his divine Name ‘RAM (Rama or Raam)’ 
and his physical form by which we know and recognize him are the same thing 
because they refer to the same Lord. 

And who is this ‘Lord’? He is not any ordinary prince or king or human being 
even though he was born in a human form. The fact is that he is the Supreme Lord of 
the World, a personified form of the invisible supreme Brahm and of the equally 
invisible and supreme cosmic Consciousness. This latter entity, i.e. the cosmic 
Consciousness, is indescribable and beyond comprehension; it is beyond the 
purviewof the mind and the reach of the intellect. So it is said that the Name and the 
Form that refers to Lord Ram are beyond understanding; they are infinite and eternal 
like Brahm and supreme Consciousness. Only those who are wise are able to 
understand the significance of this principle. For the ignorant and the less initiated, 
Lord Ram is merely a great king who ruled over an ancient kingdom known by the 
name of Ayodhya. They don't know who the Lord actually was.] 
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ko bara chota kahata aparadhü. suni guna bhedu samujhihahim sadhü. 3. 
dēkhi'ahirn rupa nama adhina. rüpa gyana nahim nama bihina. 4. 


Both the ‘name’ and the ‘form’ of the Lord are of equal importance. So it would be 
improper and impudent to call any one of them as being greater or lesser in 
importance than the other. However, saints understand the subtle difference between 
the two (as has been explained in the preceding verses herein above) after hearing or 
taking into consideration their merits, virtues and glories’. (3) 

Forms are visible manifestations of the entity that is known by a particular name, 
and hence the ‘form’ is dependent on the ‘name’. Therefore, the ‘name’ acquires 
precedence over the ‘form’, because without the name of any person or thing one 
cannot know or visualise or think about that person’s or thing’s physical existence in a 
given form. To wit, without knowing the name it is not possible to identify and relate 
with a particular person”. (4) 


[To wit, it is wrong to call one or the other as being superior or inferior. Only pious 
souls or Sadhus will understand this secret after hearing and understanding the 
essence of the metaphysical philosophy behind them as has been explained in the 
preceding verses. 


"When we say a particular name, say that of our son, his picture immediately comes to 
our mind. Therefore, the ‘image’ or the ‘physical form’ of the son is directly 
dependent upon his *name'. When we talk about a person by the name of *Ram', his 
physical form, characters, virtues, nature and other attributes immediately come to our 
mind. When we mention ‘Ram’ we think of ‘Ram’, and not of anybody else who is 
not Ram. 

Suppose we see a stranger and wish to establish an abiding relationship with 
him. We ask him his or her name. Otherwise it becomes absolutely impossible to 
relate to, or remember and establish contact with that person in the future. We can 
remember a stranger's face, but how can we identify him and tell others about him if 
they too wish to have contact with him if we don't know his name? And once the 
stranger's name is known, he becomes a familiar person to us in the future. So 
therefore it is deduced that ‘name’ takes precedence over 'form'.] 
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A person cannot be identified and known without first knowing his name though he 
may be in front of our eyes. (5) 

But if the name of a person is known and when we remember that name, then 
even without seeing that person physically as soon as that name is mentioned we can 
immediately identify the person and remember his characteristic and attributes. His 
picture flashes in the mind even though he is not physically present at the place. And 
if that person is someone who is near and dear to our heart, then the mere mention or 
remembrance of his name would immediately evokes affection and love for him. (6) 


[The idea expressed in these verses is simple and straightforward. It means that when 
a devotee invokes the holy ‘name’ of Lord Ram, then the Lord's divine glories and his 
majestic powers immediately come to the mind as do his story and the ‘physical form’ 
that has been described in the scriptures, even though the devotee has not personally 
seen the Lord in a physical form. 

As soon as the name of Lord Ram is said, the listener draws a mental picture 
of the Lord that he has come to know of by the reading and hearing of the scriptures. 

Hence, the mere remembrance or invocation of the holy Name of Lord Ram 
helps the devotee to feel the presence of the Lord near him. To wit, the ‘name’ of the 
Lord helps the devotee to establish a direct contact with the Lord himself. It is like a 
bridge between the Lord and the devotee; it is like a communication channel between 
the two of them! 

Since in this case the ‘name’ belongs to Lord Ram who is very dear to the 
devotee, so as soon as the Lord’s name is remembered or invoked the devotee feels a 
surge of affectionate emotions for Lord Ram in his heart. The devotee is filled with 
joy and ecstasy by simply remembering the holy Name of Lord Ram even though the 
Lord is not actually present near him in a physical form. ] 


"IH U We SHA Hert | AAs Ga A Ula TESTA t 9 1 
aT KITT fort ATA ATT | SHAT uR AT TATA 1 N 


nama rüpa gati akatha kahānī. samujhata sukhada na parati bakhani. 7. 
aguna saguna bica nama susakhi. ubhaya prabodhaka catura dubhasi. 8. 


The mystery of the greatness of story of the ‘Name’ and the ‘Form’ cannot be so 
easily told (as it is mystical and profound in nature). Though it is delightful and 
fascinating to understand their relationship, it is difficult to explain it. [To wit, the 
relationship between the ‘name’ and the ‘form’ of Lord Ram is a complex one, and it 
cannot be outlined by words so easily; it has to be understood by application of the 
mind, and it can be understood by intelligence and wisdom alone.] (7) 

The ‘Name’ is an intermediary between the Supreme Being who is ‘formless’, 
all-pervading, invisible, cosmic, unqualified and attributeless, and the Lord’s divine 
revelation in which has a ‘Form’ which is visible, has its own unique qualities and 
attributes. 

The ‘Name’ of the Lord is like a clever interpreter who reveals the Truth of 
the visible ‘Form’ that the Lord had assumed in order to make his primarily sublime, 
subtle, invisible and attributeless cosmic form made accessible to his devotees so that 
they can easily relate themselves to him and feel closer to their beloved Lord. [To wit, 
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The holy Name of the Lord, i.e. the word ‘RAM’ (‘Rama’ or ‘Raam’), is an 
intermediary between the Supreme Being and his divine revelation in the physical 
form as Lord Ram.] (8) 


[The complexities of the relationship between the Lord's holy Name and his divine 
form and their inter-dependence have been explained earlier in notes appended to 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that follow Doha no. 20 herein above. 

To put in simple words, the holy *Name' of Lord Ram is a bridge that helps to 
establish a link between the Lord's cosmic form as the Supreme Being and his visible 
‘form’ that is easily known, accessible and understandable, the ‘form’ of the Lord as a 
human being known by the name of ‘Ram’. 

The holy Name of the Lord, i.e. the word ‘RAM’ (‘Rama’ or ‘Raam’), is an 
intermediary between the Supreme Being and his divine revelation in the physical 
form as Lord Ram. 

Now, when it is said that “it has to be understood by application of the mind, 
and it can be understood by intelligence and wisdom alone” it is meant that only a 
wise man would know the Truth of who Lord Ram actually is. For the lesser wise 
souls, those who lack wisdom, enlightenment and knowledge of the essence and 
philosophy of the scriptures, Lord Ram is some great King of an ancient kingdom of 
Ayodhya. But for those who are wiser and knowledgeable, Lord Ram is a personified 
form of the Lord of the World, the manifested form of the Supreme Being. 

So therefore, the ‘name’ of the Lord, ie. the word ‘RAM’ (‘Rama’ or 
‘Raam’), would immediately remind the wise of the Supreme Being himself. When 
they use the name ‘Ram’, they think of the ‘Lord of the World’, instead of some 
ancient great King or Emperor who ruled over some mighty kingdom or empire. 

Thus, for a wise and enlightened person, the repetition of the ‘name’ of the 
Lord, i.e. the word RAM, becomes a spiritual exercise involving a sacred Mantra. To 
wit, wise and intelligent persons do Japa (repetition of some mystically empowered 
formula) when they repeat the seemingly ordinary word ‘Ram’, and this then becomes 
a means for attaining spiritual blessedness, bliss, peace, happiness, emancipation and 
salvation for them. For others who aren’t wise and are foolish so, the same word 
‘Ram’ remains merely the ‘name’ of some great person of this particular name who 
was a great King in some ancient time! The difference is so stark and obvious that 
even a blind won't miss it. ] 
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Tulsidas says that if you want ‘light’ both inside and outside of yourself (i.e. the 
virtues of spiritual awareness, self-realisation, enlightenment and knowledge of your 
own ‘truthful self known as the Atma or the soul which is pure consciousness on the 
one hand, and of the universal Truth about the essential nature of the Atma or the 
‘self as being an image of the Parmatma or the cosmic Self which is nothing but the 


31 


cosmic Consciousness that has revealed itself as the individual's Atma)— then you 
should keep the self-illuminated gem or a lamp symbolized by Lord Ram's holy Name 
on the doorway or the threshold of your mouth (i.e. your lips)'. (Doha no. 21) 


[To wit, you should constantly chant the holy Name of the Lord with your tongue 
because it will purify your inner-self by cleansing it of all its spiritual impurities, 
thereby enabling you to experience the truth of the Atma within yourself, and to 
acquire sufficient light of wisdom that would enable you to realise the Supreme Truth 
of existence in the form of the Parmatma. This is like *being shown light within and 
without’. 

The holy Name of Lord Ram would clean the inner-self and shine light into 
the darkness of the heart and mind so that the spiritual gloom of ignorance and 
delusions are removed, and instead there is illumination of self-realisation that entitles 
the devotee to experience the bliss and joy that comes from deep within his own self, 
and which in turn makes his external life full of joy and happiness in this world. The 
devotee feels carefree and delightful that Lord Ram is always with him to take care of 
his spiritual and worldly needs, day in and day out, in thick and thin, in storm and 
sunshine, come what may. The devotee is rid of all his worries and torments. 

Even as ghosts and phantoms run away when there is light, all sorts of 
delusions and horrors of life that would otherwise dominate the Spirit and keep it 
subdued take to their heels when a person invokes the holy Name of Lord Ram and 
chants it constantly with his tongue. Nay, not only that, even remembering the holy 
Name suffices to light up the inner-self and chase away darkness from the hidden 
chambers of the heart and the mind. 

The ‘mouth’ is the only opening of the body by which a person communicates 
or interacts with the external world. It is also the opening by which he eats and drinks 
to sustain life inside his own self. So if this opening is well illuminated with the help 
of a lighted lantern symbolizing Lord Ram’s holy Name that is kept aloft on the 
tongue, thieves, scoundrels and mischief-mongers symbolizing all sorts of worldly 
evils and sins and negative thoughts would dare not enter a person’s inner-self and 
cause peril for him. Just like we need light to see what we eat and drink, and avoid 
things that would make us sick if eaten or drunk, the holy Name of Lord Ram stands 
as a guard to protect us against things that are demeaning, bad and foul for our soul. 

The idea expressed in this Doha has been reiterated elsewhere also. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 120. 

The following verses further elaborate on this theme.] 
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Yogis (ascetics; mystics) who are full of dispassion and they possess the eclectic 


virtue of exemplary detachment and renunciation from this gross material world. They 
thereby enjoy happiness and profound bliss because they chant Lord Ram's holy 


32 


Name with their tongue. In this way, they remain awake and delightful in a dark and 
foreboding night (symbolized by delusions that pervade this gross mundane world in 
which all other creatures are either restless in their dreams while they sleep, or remain 
restless and terrified because of the shadows of ghosts and phantoms that they see 
even if they are awake)'. (1) 

They are always involved in contemplation and meditation upon the supreme 
Brahm, and experience the bliss of Brahm-realisation. This Brahm cannot be 
described in words, is incomparable, nameless and formless. Therefore, the bliss of 
Brahm-realisation also cannot be described in words, as it is not comparable to 
anything else that it can be understood. [To wit, it can be ‘experienced and realised’ at 
a subtle plane, but cannot be understood by logic at the grosser plane of the mundane 
world.]^ (2) 


['Ascetics and mystics remain aloof from the affairs of this gross world as they 
understand that all its charms are illusive and false. They focus on the ‘Truth’ instead, 
and they strive to find an eternal and truthful source of bliss, happiness and joy. This 
they find by chanting the holy Name of Lord Ram, and using it for meditation and 
contemplation. In this way, they attain a state of blissfulness and contentedness. 

By saying that they are ‘awake in this world’ it is meant that they are aware of 
the perils of getting entangled in the web of delusions and their attendent miseries that 
are so characteristic of this gross transient world. They know that true happiness and 
peace would always elude them if they allow themselves to get involved in this world. 
So they keep a safe distance to avoid their boat being capsized. 

Like an alert pilot who remains awake during the night while steering a ship 
across a rough sea, wise Yogis who chant Lord Ram’s holy Name are able to steer the 
boat of their lives clear of all the crooked and perilous outcrops and sandbars and 
reefs and dense undergrowths that form the shoreline of this world in order to reach 
their spiritual destination safe and sound. To wit, they use the holy Name of Lord 
Ram as an illuminated boat that takes them across the high sea of this tumultuous 
world to their destination of freedom that grants emancipation and salvation to their 
soul. Such wise Yogis find eternal bliss and peace and happiness for themselves. The 
phantoms and ghosts of the night symbolized by this world do not terrify them. 

These alert Yogis manage to steer their boat safely across the symbolic rough 
sea representing mundane life in this gross material world during a tempestuous night 
full of horrifying delusions, and of worldly temptations and torments? Well, they 
meditate upon Lord Ram by invoking his holy Name. This keeps them awake and 
well-oriented. It helps them keep their inner cool and overcome all anxiety about their 
fate. So their mind and heart are calm and rested and controlled, and by-and-by they 
easily reach their destination without any mishap. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that 
precede Doha no. 93 which say: “Everyone is fast asleep in the night made thick by 
the darkness of Maya symbolising worldly delusions, attachments and horrors. Only 
wise ascetics who are contemplative, have renounced all attachments with this world 
and think about the good of others are said to be awake in this night. Indeed, without 
gainsay and in all sooth, one must regard a creature as being awake in this world if he 
has completely distanced himself from all attachment with the material world. It is 
then that the light of self-realisation and wisdom dawns on the horizon of the 
creature’s inner-self, and it is also only then that he begins to have abiding love, 
affection and devotion for the holy feet of Lord Ram.” 
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We read a similar thing in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 
that precedes Doha no. 56 which says: *Abandon the notion of mine and yours, of me 
and you, if you wish to wake up from sleep in the dark and foreboding night 
symbolized by the great delusions created by Moha (attachment, infatuation and 
longing)." 

We read in Vinai Patrika, verse no. 140, stanza no. 2 that: *Worldly people 
remain entangled in a web of worldly ties and affairs, and they are so unfortunate that 
they never realize their folly as their mind never wakes up to the reality." 

A similar idea is expressed in Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 31 which 
says: "In the night of youthfulness you have become enamoured of the pleasures of 
the senses (in the form of another person's woman). You do not get renunciation (or 
are not inspired) even after looking at the gate keepers of Yam (the God of Death and 
Hell) in the form of sorrows, diseases, separations and various losses that you witness 
happening all around you in this horrifying world. You have forgotten all the horrors 
of your previous life and those suffered by you in the past in this life itself due to 
attachments and delusions that surround you. Now it is dawn, so wake up and run 
away from all this great fear created by ignorance. The death and its attendent agonies 
in the shape of a sun have risen in the east represented by your old age. Oh you dud! 
You still don't wake up, how utterly stupid you are!” 


"These wise Yogis invoke the holy Name of Lord Ram to attain the bliss of Brahm- 
realisation, which means 'self-realisation' because the true ‘self? is known as the 
Atma or soul, and this Atma is a personified form of pure consciousness. This 
'consciousness' that resides inside an individual is the same the cosmic 
Consciousness that pervades uniformly in this creation, and which is also manifested 
in the form of Brahm known as the Supreme Being. So therefore, realizing Brahm is 
equivalent to realizing one's own true ‘self’, and vice versa. 

The Atma is a source of bliss and beatitude, and realizing this Atma makes the 
Yogi full of bliss and beatitude. And the medium by which it is made possible is the 
holy Name of Lord Ram. To wit, the name of the Lord acts as an intermediary 
between the Yogi and Brahm, and the Yogi attains blissfulness, beatitude and felicity 
right here in this life, and at the same time he is assured of deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation of his soul after death of the body.] 


wrap dete enfe pamm vite cf SITE AH 3 Nu 
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jana cahahim gürha gati je'ü. nama jiham japi jānahim tē'ū. 3. l 
sadhaka nama japahim laya la'em. hohim sid'dha animadika pa'em. 4. 


Those who want to know (or discover) the Supreme Truth or the ultimate destination 
of the soul (gürha gati) are able to do so by chanting Lord Ram's divine and holy 
Name by their tongue. (3) 

Spiritual seekers (sadhaka) who are sincere in their practice and are regularly 
absorbed in contemplation and meditation, achieve super-human mystical powers 
(hohim sid'dha animādika pa'ém) simply by repeating the Lord's mystical name 
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consistently, and with due concentration, devotion and faith (nama japahim laya 
la'&mi). (4) 


[To wit, the holy Name of Lord Ram entitles the devotee to realize the Supreme 
Truth, as well as to attain mystical powers. The ‘Supreme Truth’ is about the true 
nature of the Atma, the pure conscious Soul. Lord Ram is a personified form of the 
cosmic Soul. So the Lord's holy Name enables the devotee to become enlightened 
enough to realize that his own Atma is a personified form of Lord Ram. It means that 
the Lord is not far away from him, but he resides in his own inner-being as the Atma. 

Thus, all distance between the devotee and the Lord ends, and thus also ends 
the search for the Lord! And the name of the Lord repeated through the tongue while 
meditating becomes an instrument in this achievement.] 
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japahim nāmu jana arata bhārī. mitahim kusankata hohim sukhārī. 5. 
rama bhagata jaga cari prakara. sukrti cari'u anagha udara. 6. 


When even the most tormented, distressed and gravely suffering devotees do Japa 
with the holy Name of Lord Ram (i.e. when they mutter or invoke the Lord’s name 
and constantly repeat it as a symbol of taking shelter behind its protective shield), 
then all their worst of calamities, miseries and troubles are eliminated, and they 
become happy and delighted. [To wit, greatly distressed devotees who chant Lord 
Ram's holy Name are relieved of all their distresses and torments. As a natural 
blessing of the Lord, they become happy and contented.] (5) 

There are four kinds of devotees of Lord Ram’, and all of them are deemed to be 
fortunate, blessed, virtuous, sinless and noble at heart. (6) 


['The four types of devotees are the following—(1) ‘Aarta’: There are two 
interpretation of this word. One refers to those who are extremely distressed and need 
immediate intervention of the Lord to help them overcome their sufferings. The other 
meaning refers to those devotees who are extremely eager to have an access to their 
Lord that they would go to any length to attain him. (2) ‘Jigyasu’: Those who are 
seekers of Truth, those who want to know and learn more about the Lord. (3) 
‘Arthaarthi’: Those who worship the Lord so that their worldly desires are fulfilled as 
a blessing of the Lord. The word ‘Artha’ means wealth and prosperity. Hence, such 
devotees do not worship the Lord for any spiritual objective or because they love the 
Lord dearly, but because they hope that the Lord would fulfill their worldly desires to 
gain material welfare. And (4) *Gyani': Those who are wise and have become realised 
and enlightened. 

We observe here that there are four types of devotees who worship Lord Ram, 
and they have different reasons and motivations to do so. But all of them are said to 
be fortunate and blessed; all of them get merit for worshipping the Lord irrespective 
of why they worship him and why they invoke his holy Name. Why is it so? 

The reason is this: On the one hand it is because of the graceful, kind, obliging 
and merciful nature of Lord Ram as he goes out of his way to extend his blessing even 
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on those who may otherwise not deserve it simply because they have remembered the 
Lord and invoked his holy Name, and so it becomes obligatory on the part of the Lord 
that he must bless all those who worship him and remember his holy Name for 
whatever reason. 

And on the other hand it is because the Lord's holy Name is intrinsically 
purifying and so holy that no matter who invokes this name and remembers the Lord 
for whatever reason, the Lord ensures that his glorious name lives up to its reputation 
and does not fail to have its good, meritorius and positive effect on the person who 
utters it. 

Lord Ram has said himself that: “Those who are sinful in their hearts and 
engrossed in sinful activities can never find interest in worshipping me and having 
devotion for me. Only those who have a pure and uncorrupt heart are able to come 
near me, for I do not like conceit, deceit, pretensions, falsehood and fraud". Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3 and 5 that precede Doha no. 44. 

So therefore, notwithstanding for what reason a devotee worships Lord Ram, 
if he remembers the Lord and utters his holy Name then it is deemed that he is a noble 
soul as compared to others, and that his heart has a place for the Lord, and when the 
Lord dwells in the person's heart then that person is deemed to be blessed and 
fortunate. 

It is like the case of the sunshine—it benefits one and all; both the good and 
the evil men enjoy the same warmth and light of the sun irrespective of their personal 
character and nature. The sun does not differentiate between anyone. 

Similarly, nectar would have its good effect and poison its bad upon all those 
who drink them. Neither nectar nor poison would differentiate between two persons 
based on whether one is good and the other is evil.] 
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All the four types of devotees are clever for they rely on Lord Ram's holy and all 
wish-fulfilling name. But out of these four, a ‘Gyani’ (the realised and enlightened 
one) is very dear to the Lord'. (7) 

The glory and greatness of Lord Ram's holy and divine Name is well known and 
well established in all the four Yugs (eras of time)’, as well as in the four Vedas (Rig, 
Sam, Atharva and Yajur Veda). 

In Kaliyug especially, there is no other means of salvation except taking 
recourse to the holy Name of Lord Ram”. (8) 


[In Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-7 that precede Doha no. 86, 
Lord Ram has said: “The entire creation and all its inhabitants were created by me, 
and I love all of them. Out of all the living beings, the humans are more dear to me. 
Amongst the humans, Brahmins (i.e. those who are learned and wise) are preferred by 
me. From amongst such Brahmins, I like those who are well versed in the Vedas and 
other scriptures. Out of them, I prefer those who actually follow the path shown by 
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these scriptures and practice their teachings in their own lives, i.e. who lead a noble, 
pious and auspicious life, and not merely preach others. Out of such exalted souls, I 
prefer those who have renounced all attachment with this delusionary world and are 
wise and enlightened (“Gyani”). Out of ordinary Gyanis, I like those who *Vigyanis", 
ie. those who are exemplary in their conduct and highly spiritually elevated, 
enlightened and self-realised so much so that they can set an example for others to 
follow. And out of all such exalted, enlightened and self-realised souls, I love them 
who are my devotees, who love me unconditionally, and who realize that attaining me 
is the ultimate goal of all spiritual pursuits”. 


"The cycle of creation and destruction have been divided into four segments, each 
called a ‘Yuga’. According to Hindu scriptures, there are four such Yugs in one cycle 
of creation and destruction. These four ‘Yugs’ or eras are the following: Satyug, 
Tretayug (when Lord Ram manifested on earth), Dwaparyug (the era of Lord 
Krishna), and Kaliyug (the present era in which we live). 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 102—to Doha no. 103. Now let us 
briefly read what it says: 

"[Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow, told Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu—] 
Listen, oh the Enemy of Serpents (“byalari”; Garud)! The age of Kali is virtually an 
abode of darkness symbolising sins, turpitude, evil and vices. 

But inspite of all its shortcomings and drawbacks, all its degeneration, 
perversities and depravities, Kaliyug has one exceptional worthwhile quality (or kind 
of a ‘ray of hope at the end of the dark tunnel')—and it is that during this age a 
creature is able to get freedom easily from the web of birth and death that is so 
characteristic of life in this mundane and mortal world. [How this is made possible is 
explained below in the verses that follow herein below.] (Doha no. 102-a) 

The spiritual objectives of a creature, and the attainment of liberation and 
deliverance of his soul from the cycle of birth and death with its accompanying chain 
of endless horrors and miseries, that could be achieved by making a lot of strenuous 
efforts such as doing worship (of gods and elements of Nature visualised as deities 
that symbolised divine forces), various sacrifices and meditation etc. (puja makha 
aru joga) during the (three) ages that preceded Kaliyug, viz. the Sata Yug, the Treta 
Yug, and the Dwapar Yug respectively—the same spiritual rewards and the same 
pristine pure and holy destination for the soul is attainable by the creature simply by 
relying on the holy Name of the Lord God (here referring to the holy and divine Name 
of Lord Ram, the revealed form of the Supreme Being). (102-b) 

In the age known as ‘Sata Yug’ (which is the first of the four-yug cycle that 
constitutes one round of creation and destruction), more or less everyone was like an 
ascetic; they were wise, self-realised, enlightened and had spiritual wisdom. 

During this period, a Jiva (a creature; a living being) could cross the vast and 
fathomless ocean-like world of transmigration (the endless cycle of birth and death) 
by meditating upon Lord Hari (the Supreme Being's cosmic all-pervading form). 
(Chaupai no. 1) 

In the next era known as ‘Treta Yug’, men used to do various kinds of fire 
sacrifices and meritorious deeds. They attained liberation and deliverance (from the 
cycle of transmigration) by doing all such sacrifices and meritorious deeds selflessly 
and then offering whatever rewards that accrued due to such activites to the Lord 
God. [Since people did not wish to accept and enjoy any reward for their sacrifices 
they did, and offered all rewards of spiritual practices to the Lord God, their ‘Parent’, 
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so when they died their soul did not have to re-enter the cycle of birth and death to 
enjoy the rewards that had been accumulated and become due to them by the virtue of 
their doing fire and other sacrifices during their previous life. Thus, at the time of 
death of the physical body, their soul got emancipation and salvation.] (Chaupai no. 2) 

During the age of Dwapar (the third era), men could cross over the vast ocean- 
like world of birth and death by offering worship, reverence and homage to the holy 
feet of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram). There was no other alternative way or option. 
(Chaupai no. 3) 

Finally, during Kaliyug, it is simply by singing and narrating the divine glories 
of Lord Hari (Lord Ram) that men can find the end of (i.e. cross) the huge and 
seemingly endless ocean symbolising the cycle of birth and death. (Chaupai no. 4) 

Indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, in Kaliyug there is no (need for 
doing) Yoga (meditation), Yagya (fire and other sacrifices), and Gyan (having 
spiritual knowledge, being self-realised, acquiring wisdom and enlightenment). 

The only source of spiritual succour and solace, the only basis by which one 
can derive joy and happiness is to sing hymns in praise of Lord Ram and his divinity, 
holiness and glories. (Chaupai no. 5) 

Anyone who abandons all other hopes and stops relying on any other means to 
attain his spiritual objectives, and instead relies solely on worshipping Lord Ram and 
affectionately singing the Lord's hymns and glories --- (Chaupai no. 6) 

--- Such a person is sure to cross this ocean-like world of birth and death; there 
is no doubt about it. [To wit, if a person relies only on worshipping Lord Ram and 
affectionately singing the hymns dedicated to the Lord that extol the Lord’s glories, 
divinity and holiness, then it is sure that he will find liberation and deliverance for 
himself. He will not have to re-enter the cycle of birth and death. ] 

Forsooth and without gainsay, the astounding mystical powers that are 
inherent in Lord Ram’s Name, and the spiritual significance of this holy, divine and 
sacred Name, is very evident and clearly manifested in the age of Kaliyug (more than 
any of the other three Yugs). (Chaupai no. 7) 

There is one more wonderful and unique quality or glory of Kaliyug (that none 
of the other Yugs possessed)—and it is that during this age even if a person’s mind 
and heart (i.e. his Mana) wishes to do some meritorious deed (though he may not be 
actually able to do it), he still gets the credit of it as if he has physically done that 
good deed. On the other hand, if a person merely thinks or wishes of doing some evil 
deed but actually does not do it, then the sin and taint (and therefore the punishment) 
associated with such bad or evil deed would not accrue to him. (Chaupai no. 8) 

There is no other age as compared to Kaliyug if a person has faith in its rare 
virtues and capabilities (i.e. its ability to provide a person with the chance to attain his 
spiritual objectives most easily as has been enumerated in the foregoing verses herein 
above). 

And one such rare ability or boon that Kaliyug possesses is this: A person can 
easily cross this vast and endless ocean-like world of transmigration known as 
‘Bhava’ by simply singing (remembering, reciting and hearing) the divine glories and 
holy praises of Lord Ram. [To wit, by simply remembering the sacred story of Lord 
Ram that describes the Lord’s glories and the deeds done by him during his sojourn in 
the mortal world, and understanding the hidden spiritual message that this story 
contains, a seeker can attain spiritual joy, happiness, blessedness and beatitude that 
would have required him to undertake many elaborate rituals and strenuous efforts in 
all other eras that preceded Kaliyug.] (Doha no. 103-a) 
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There are said to be four pillars or pedestals of Dharma—i.e. there are four 
ways in which one can gain spiritual merit. [These four ways are (i) Satya— 
truthfulness; (ii) Daya—mercy and compassion; (iii) Tapa—austerity and penance; 
and (iv) Daan—making charity and giving alms.] 

In Kaliyug, the one pillar that is deemed to be the chief one is the act of doing 
'Daan'—1.e. giving alms and making charity selflessly as a means of getting spiritual 
rewards or accumulating spiritual merit. No matter in which way one does 'Daan', it 
would always serve him in good stead, it would always be conducive for his spiritual 
good and welfare. (Doha no. 103-b)" 

Refer also to Chaupai line no. 2 that follows Doha no. 22 herein below.] 
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Those who have tasted the juice of Lord Ram's devotion without hankering for any 
sort of desires are deemed to have made their mind into a fish which floats in the pond 
of nectar made of the lovable divine name of the Lord. (Doha no. 22) 


[To wit, the mind of such devotees think of nothing else except enjoying the nectar 
that drips by repeating the Lord’s holy Name. The ecstasy and thrill that comes with 
such repetition completely overwhelms them so much so that their condition becomes 
one like that of a fish which would die as soon as it is removed from water. 

Just like the fish which would exchange everything for water, a true devotee of 
Lord Ram would exchange every joy and happiness attainable in this world for the 
sake of devotion for Lord Ram—for he knows the latter’s value and importance. He 
knows that nothing in this world would ever compare with the joy and happiness and 
bliss that come by having devotion for Lord Ram and repeating his holy Name with 
love and faith. He knows that the while the best and the most charming attractions of 
the world are transient in nature and do not give any worthwhile joy, the holy Name 
of the Lord and his remembrance is a source of abiding bliss and blessedness. | 
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The Supreme Being has two aspects—one is attributeless and ungualified aspect, and 
the other is a qualified aspect that has known attributes. The former is called 
*Nirguna', and the latter is known as ‘Saguna’. Both these forms of the Lord are 
beyond words as they cannot be described; they are unreachable by the mind as they 
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are sublime and divine by nature; and they are peerless and unique in the sense that 
they have no beginning nor an end’. (1) 

In my (Tulsidas’) view, Lord Ram's holy Name is greater and more powerful than 
both the above forms of the Supreme Being’. [To wit, the holy Name of Lord Ram is 
far superior to and more important for a devotee than both the Saguna and the 
Nirguna forms of the Lord as it is easily accessible and helps to establish a bridge 
between the devotee and the Supreme Being who is extremely difficult to find and 
attain. The holy Name of the Lord helps the devotee to avoid getting confused and 
entangled in the maze of scriptural philosophies about which form of the Lord, the 
Saguna or the Nirguna, are best for one's spiritual objectives.] 

In the current era of Kaliyug it has established its authority and glory by the 
virtue of its spiritual and mystical powers as well as its fame as being the most 
effective instrument that can provide a creature with liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation’. (2) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
91—to Doha no. 92. Here, the greatness and majesty of Lord Ram and his form have 
been described. It is said that the glory of the Lord’s name, form and stories are so 
astounding, vast and great that there is no comparison with anything else; no one can 
ever fathom them, even the scriptures have failed in this attempt. The Lord’s glory is 
as fathomless and immeasurable as the ocean. So therefore, Lord Ram is compared to 
his own self, so say the Vedas! 

In Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 118 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 4-8 that precede it, Lord Shiva too reiterates this view that Lord Ram is a 
personified form of Brahm, the Supreme Being, and he is eternal, and without a 
beginning or an end. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 13-14 that precede Doha 
no. 113 where Indra, the king of Gods, has also expressed a similar idea while 
offering his prayers to Lord Ram. He says: “There are some who worship the Lord’s 
invisible, all-pervading cosmic form known as Brahm, a form that has been praised 
and endorsed in the Vedas and other scriptures as the Lord’s primary and truthful 
form. But howbeit, I find the Lord’s visible manifestation as Lord Ram.” ; —to 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6. 


"This principle has already been explained as a note of Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 22 herein above.] 
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Elders should not take this assertion of mine as being a boastful sermon. What I 
(Tulsidas) am saying is out of my own conviction that comes out of my own personal 
experience and observation. I have firm faith in what I say, and my mind is convinced 
of its truth and authenticity. (30 

The two aspects of God (Nirguna and Saguna) are like to the two aspects of 
fire—one aspect of fire which is invisible and latent in wood (which is the Nirguna 
aspect standing for the invisible and cosmic form of the Supreme Being known as 
Brahm), and the other aspect that is visible to all of us (the Saguna aspect that stands 
for the Lord's manifestation on earth as Lord Ram). This is the real wisdom of which 
the wise men talk about. (4) 

It is true that both the forms of the Lord (as Brahm, the Supreme Being, and Lord 
Ram, the former's manifested form) are difficult to access, but the holy Name of the 
Lord is easily accessible to one and all. And the best part is that the name helps one to 
have access to both the forms of the Lord. 

That is why I (Tulsidas) say that the Lord's holy Name is greater and more 
important than either Brahm or Lord Ram himself’. (5) 


[The dilemma is that both Brahm and his manifested form are usually inaccessible to 
an ordinary seeker, whereas with this wisdom that the holy Name of the Lord is 
synonymous with the Lord, that the holy Name and the Lord are one, it is possible for 
everyone to have an easy access to the Lord. Hence Tulsidas asserts that the divine 
Name of the Lord is greater than the two aspects of God himself. 

The formless aspect of the Lord is too abstract to be understood by an ordinary 
person and so the Lord goes out of his reach. The formed aspect of the Lord is limited 
to a specific era of time or place, and it is not possible for all to be physically present 
where the physical form of the Lord lives. But if one develops the wisdom that the 
holy Name of the Lord can be taken anywhere at any time and under any 
circumstance, and that the Name represents both the Nirguna Lord as well as the 
Saguna Lord, then the Lord becomes most easily accessible to him day and night. 

When it is said that “the name helps to establish access to both the forms of 
the Lord, the Nirguna and the Saguna forms", it is meant that the holy Name of the 
Lord can be used as a Mantra while meditating on Brahm and derive bliss and ecstasy 
of self-realisation as is done by ascetics (refer: Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 22 herein above), and it is used by devotees of all dispensations when they 
invoke Lord Ram by repeating his name to derive full benefit as if the Lord himself 
has come to bless them (refer: Chaupai line no. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 22 herein 
above). 

Even a child can utter the word “RAM”. So it is extremely easy to use the holy 
Name of the Lord as a means to derive full spiritual benefits that are equivalent to 
having direct access to the Lord himself. 

It has been said earlier that the name of the Lord acts as a bridge between the 
devotee and the Lord himself. Brahm had revealed himself in the form of Lord Ram 
ages ago in the era known as Tretayug, but even today a common man can feel the 
divine presence of the Lord just by remembering his holy Name with love, devotion 
and faith. Refer: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 21 herein above. 

It may not be possible for someone who is very dear to our heart to be always be with 
us at all times of the day in our lives, but when we hear that person's name his sweet 
memory immediately brings him close and makes his presence felt in a symbolic way. 
So is the case with Lord Ram—even though the Lord is not physically present today 
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with us, but if we call out his holy Name with due devotion and faith then his divine 
presence can be felt and experienced.] 
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Brahm, the Supreme Being, is eternal, attributeless and unqualified; he is all- 
pervading, universal and without a parallel. He is the supreme and absolute Truth, the 
pure Consciousness, and the center from where ‘bliss’ originates. (6) 

Even though such a divine and holy Lord lives in everyone's heart as his Atma 
or soul (which is pure consciousness and an image of the cosmic Consciousness that 
Brahm represents)—it is such an irony and a pity that the people of this world are still 
miserable, tormented and unhappy. [It is because they do not realise that the Lord who 
is a fount of bliss and beatitude resides in their own heart, and not outside 
somewhere.] (7) 

If Lord Ram's divine Name is evaluated properly like a jeweller evaluates a gem, 
it would dawn upon the seeker that it is like a priceless piece of jewel which can act as 
a panacea for all his worldly miseries and torments. [Just like a priceless piece of gem 
can make a man instantly wealthy and help him overcome all his financial difficulties, 
the name of the Lord can help him overcome all his worldly and spiritual problems, 
and give him everlasting peace and happiness. But it can only happen when he 
realises its importance and value.] (8) 
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I (Tulsidas) solemnly affirm that, in all sooth and without gainsay, Lord Ram's holy 
Name is far superior to the Nirguna (invisible, attributeless, unqualified, all-pervading 
and cosmic form of the Supreme Being known as Brahm). 

Now, I shall tell you how the *name' is greater than the divine incarnation of 
Brahm as Lord Ram. (Doha no. 23) 


[In the verses that follow herein below, a comparison would be now made between 
the Nirguna aspect of the Supreme Being known as Brahm, and his Saguna 
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counterpart known as Lord Ram. And then finally it would be explained how and why 
the ‘name’ of the Lord is superior to both of them. 

Refer also to: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 21, and Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 23; (b) Vinai 
Patrika, verse no. 228.] 
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[In the verses that follow now, Tulsidas has emphasised the glory, the greatnesss and 
the spiritual importance of Lord Ram's name that is holy and divine by comparing it 
with that of Lord Ram's personal form and personal presence, and this comparison 
makes it obvious that while the physical form of Lord Ram has its own limitations 
and it benefited a limited numbers of devotees who lived during the period of the 
Lord's manifestation on earth, but the Lord's holy Name has an eternal presence as it 
transcends the limits of time and era, and has been providing protection, blessedness 
and spiritual rewards to countless devotees from time immemorial, and would 
continue to do so for eternity. 

So whereas only a fortunate few could benefit from Lord Ram's personal 
presence during his incarnation, the Lord's holy Name is easily available to the living 
beings in all eras of time, the past, the presence and the future. As compared to the 
physical limitations of all sorts that the Supreme Being was subjected to in his form as 
Lord Ram by the virtue of his having to assume a body of a human being which 
inherently has many limitations, the holy Name of the Lord is free from all such 
inhibitions and limitations as it is in the form of a ‘sound’ that has no physical body 
that would impose any physical barriers or limitations upon it. 

The holy Name of Lord Ram is like the cosmic sound of OM that is produced 
by the cosmic Consciousness that pervades and fills the entire space of creation; it can 
be pronounced at any time of the day and night by anyone and under any 
circumstance—and its spiritual rewards are there for all to have, without any 
discrimination. The holy Name of Lord Ram has been granting liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation to all since time immemorial, is doing so 
now, and would continue to do so in the future as well. 

To wit, in all sooth and without gainsay, while Lord Ram could bless only 
some fortunate ones who came in direct contact with him, the Lord’s holy Name 
touches the lives and souls of all living being in all phases of time and creation. 

So therefore one deduces that the spiritual value of Lord Ram’s holy Name 
has far greater reach and far more importance than Lord Ram’s physical form itself. ] 


The Supreme Being (who is without a form) had assumed a human form as Lord Ram 
for the sake and the good of his devotees, and he had to suffer a lot in order to make 
those who were pious and saintly happy’. (1) 
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On the other hand, when the devotees of the Lord repeat his holy Name with 
due love, faith, devotion and dedication, they unwittingly, even without being aware 
of it themselves, become an abode of abiding happiness and eternal joy because the 
Lord's glorious name is inherently and by its very nature a provider of blessedness, 
bliss, auspiciousness, beatitude and felicity of the best kind to one and all without any 
discrimination". (2) 


[Lord Ram was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the supreme 
Brahm. He had to assume the form of a human being and come down to earth when 
Mother Earth and the Gods prayed to him to do so to free the earth and protect its 
good inhabitants from the terror and horror unleashed by the demons who symbolised 
all hues of evil, sins, cruelty, tyranny, perversities et al one can ever imagine of. 

This entire episode—why Lord Vishnu came down to earth in the form of 
Lord Ram—has been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 176—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 189. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that 
precede Doha no. 13 where the saint-poet Tulsidas tells us that Lord Ram was 
actually a manifested and visible form of the Supreme Being who has a cosmic form 
that is invisible, all-pervading and all-encompassing; (ii) Doha no. 51 where Lord 
Shiva has endorsed this view himself while trying to convince his consort Sati about 
the glory and the divinity of Lord Ram; (b) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 72 where the 
saintly crow Kaagbhusund has reiterated the same point before Garud, the mount of 
Lord Vishnu who had approached the former to remove some doubts about Lord 
Ram's divinity and glories that had befuddled his mind. 


"To wit, though the Supreme Being had to suffer great hardships himself when he 
took a visible form as Lord Ram, the Lord's divine Name is so grand, mystically 
powerful and divine that all those who say it or even remember it are freed from all 
sorts of sufferings and miseries in this world. They become a virtual treasury of bliss 
and happiness of a pristine kind. 

The fact that Lord Ram had to undergo sufferings like an ordinary human 
being is clearly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 211. 

It was necessary for the Lord to undergo suffering like an ordinary man in 
order to conform to the Laws of Creation which the Supreme Lord had himself laid 
down—that all living beings who have a gross body are subjected to sufferings of 
some kind, and it is how a person deals with these sufferings and takes them in his 
stride, how he maintains his balance of mind and heart, how he adheres to and 
upholds the laws of righteousness, probity and propriety in the face of the greatest of 
challenges, how he remains calm and unruffled during the greatest of adversities and 
lows of life, how dispassionate and detached he is from the grossness of the material 
world and its emotional upheavals, and how inspite of his personal miseries and 
torments he gives warmth and love to all around him are some of the factors that 
would distinguish him from the rest. We find in the life of Lord Ram that all these and 
countless other such noble and glorious virtues were exemplified by him.] 
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Lord Ram had redeemed a single woman (a reference to Ahilya, the wife of sage 
Gautam who had turned into a stone due to a curse)', but his holy and divine Name 
(Ram, Rama or Raam) corrected the fate and the spiritual destiny of millions of 
wicked souls?. (3) 

For the good of sage Viswamitra, Lord Ram had slayed a demonic woman named 
Tadka, who was a daughter of Suketu Yaksha, along with her son's army’. (4) 

But Lord Ram's holy Name destroys a devotee's vain hopes arising out of worldly 
delusions that cause him immense grief, that torment him endlessly, and create 
sorrows for him, just like the rays or the light of the Sun destroys the darkness of 
night’. (5) 


['This story is about Ahilya, the wife of sage Gautam. Briefly it is as follows: 

She was a devout and chaste wife of sage Gautam. According to legend, once 
it so happened that Indra, the lustful king of Gods, fell prey to the beauty of Ahilya, 
and attempted to outrage her modesty by assuming the form of her husband while the 
sage had gone out to the river to attend to his daily chores. When the sage returned, 
Indra tried to escape from the hermitage, but the sage caught him red-handed. So 
outraged was the sage that he cursed both his chaste wife Ahilya as well as the culprit 
Indra. He cursed Ahilya that she would become a stone. But when he found out that 
Indra, the king of Gods, was the real culprit who had deceitfully cheated his wife of 
her loyalty towards her husband, and that Ahilya was not to be blamed, the sage 
cursed Indra vehemently. Gautam realised that Indra had been so overcome with a 
rage of passion that he forgot all senses of ethics, propriety and probity and had 
assumed the form of the sage to cheat Ahilya. So the sage had then blessed her that 
when Lord Vishnu incarnated on the earth as Sri Ram, he would visit her place and 
would touch her with the holy dust of his feet, at which she will be absolved of her 
sins and her curse, and will resume her original form and come back to heaven. The 
sage promised her that after her penances and repentance, when she will be purified 
by Sri Ram’s holy feet, he will accept her back as his wife. 

Meanwhile, the sage vehemently cursed Indra that his body would be full of 
holes representing eyes, as he was so lascivious and promiscuous that he could see 
nothing but a woman’s vagina, a virtual ‘hole’ in the body, with his lustful eyes, 
which were also equal to a ‘hole’. So, let him see whatever he wishes with his whole 
body, and let the world known about his deformed mentality when it watches him 
with thousands of holes on his body. As a result, Indra’s body became ugly by being 
perforated with thousands of tiny holes resembling the scars of Chicken-pox. 

The story of Ahilya’s liberation from her horrifying curse is this: When Lord 
Ram, accompanied by his brother Laxman, was on his way to Janakpur with sage 
Vishwamitra to attend the bow-breaking ceremony where later on he would marry 
Janka’s daughter Sita, the Lord saw a rock or a boulder, perhaps shaped like a lady, 
lying alone and forlorn in an abandoned hermitage. This aroused the Lord’s curiosity. 
When he enquired about it, the sage told him the story of Ahilya and how she became 
a stone. The sage asked Lords Ram to be gracious upon her and free her from her 
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torments by removing the curse by touching her with the dust of his holy feet. As 
soon as the Lord touched that rock with his foot, Ahilya was revived. She had tears 
rolling down her eyes, and with a bowed head and heart overflowing with gratitude 
and joy she offered her prayers and obeisance to Lord Ram. Then she went back to 
heaven to be reunited with her husband, sage Gautam. 

This story of Ahilya's liberation is narrated by Goswami Tulsidas in—(a) Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 210—to 
Doha 211; (b) Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 57-60; (c) Janki Mangal, verse nos. 
39-40; (d) Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Baal Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 19-61; 
and (e) Valmiki's Ramayan, Baal Kand, from Sarga/Canto 48, verse nos. 14-33—to 
Sarga/Canto 49, verse nos. 1-21. 


"To wit, the holy Name of Lord Ram is so pure and mystically powerful that it 
provides liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to countless creatures. 
The mere utterance of the holy Name of the Lord frees all the living beings from their 
wickedness, and if they regularly invoke it then their entire being becomes pure and 
holy as those of saints and pious people. 


*When sage Vishwamitra was returning to his hermitage with Lord Ram and his 
brother Laxman, he was attacked by a demoness named Tadka. Lord Ram slayed her 
with a single arrow. This event is mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 209. 

Then when the sage got engaged in his fire sacrifice, Lord Ram and Laxman 
stood guard. At that time, a huge army of demons led by Marich and Subahu , who 
were kin of Tadka, attacked . They were led by Marich and Subahu. In the battle that 
followed, Lord Ram and Laxman eliminated all the demons, but Marich was shot by a 
head-less arrow of Lord Ram that did not kill him but flung him to a remote island in 
the middle of the ocean. In this way, Lord Ram provided joy to sage Vishwamitra and 
other sages by helping them complete their fire sacrifice. This event is narrated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210. 


^The darkness of the night is compared to the many fears that torment a creature in 
this world, and Lord Ram's holy Name is likened to the sunlight that instantly 
removes this darkness. To wit, Lord Ram's holy Name removes all the fears that 
cause immense and endless distress to a devotee, and it assures him of constant 
protection throughout his life.] 
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Lord Ram broke the Bow of Lord Shiva!, but his divine Name breaks the dread of 
rebirth of his devotees. (6) 

Lord Ram transformed only one inhospitable forest called Dandaka into one that 
was full of charm and beauty’, whereas his divine Name has purified the minds of 
numerous devotees and made them glorious and praiseworth. (7) 

The son (i.e. Lord Ram) who born in the line of glorious Kings of the Raghu 
Dynasty of the kingdom of Ayodhya (raghunandana) had crushed only a handful of 
demons’, but his powerful Name crushes all the sorrows, pains, miseries and torments 
during the era of Kali (which is rich in negativity and its accompanying pains and 
miseries). (8) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that precede Doha 
no. 210; and (i1) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 240—to Chaupai line 
no. | that precedes Doha no. 6.—to Doha no. 264. 

Briefly, the story is this: The King of Janakpur was known as Janak, and he 
had a daughter named Sita. He had in his custody an ancient bow that was kept by 
Lord Shiva with his ancestors generations ago. That bow had become fragile and 
useless even for Lord Shiva, and was of no use for Janak either. But it was formidable 
and strong and heavy nonetheless as it belonged the Shiva. So in order to judge who is 
the strongest, the most powerful and courageous man in this world whom he could 
pick to be his daughter's groom, Janak decided that whosoever broke this bow would 
marry Sita. So he declared a ‘Bow Breaking Ceremony’ in which all the great princes, 
kings and warriors of that era were invited. Some came by invitation, and some came 
on their own to try their luck, as everyone had heard of Sita's matchless beauty and 
charm. In the competiotion that followed, no one could as much as move the great 
bow an inch, what to talk of lifting and breaking it. By-and-by, Lord Ram broke the 
bow and married Sita. 


*During his stay in the forest, Lord Ram had spent some time in the most inhospitable 
part of it that was called Dandak. It was cursed by sage Sukracharya, and so it became 
barren. Lord Ram lived here on the banks of river Godavari at a place that was green 
and had large trees of five kinds, giving it the name of Panchavati—the 'garden of 
five trees’. Here, Lord Ram had met the old king of birds known as Jatau, and he had 
blessed the many sages and hermits who lived here in seclusion to carry on with their 
spiritual objectives undisturbed by the hustle and bustle of the populated parts of the 
world. The Lord's presence in this otherwise barren part of the forest had transmewed 
it into a verdant and vibrant forest full of greenery and fruit bearing trees. The Lord's 
holy presence had also blessed the sages and hermits who dwelled there. Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes Doha no. 13—to 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 14. 

It was here in the Dandak forest that the demoness named Supernakha had 
tried to play fools with Lord Ram by assuming the form of a beautiful lady and lure 
him to marry her. At this pervert, sinful and unrighteous move of her, the Lord had 
got her nose and ears chopped off by Laxman. This event ultimately led to the 
abduction of Sita by the demon king Ravana, and the ruinous war of Lanka. 


*When Supernakha was deformed, her cousin brothers Khar and Dushan had attacked 
Lord Ram with a huge army of demons to take revenge. The Lord had slayed them all 
then. Besides these demons there were many more who were slayed by the Lord 
personally. So this verse means that while it is true that Lord Ram had personally 
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eliminated many demons representing evil, vile and sinful forces in the world, it is the 
Lord's holy Name that takes the trophy and the glory because it has been continuously 
eliminating countless such symbolic demons down the ages and providing delight and 
happiness to devotees by eliminating their fears and miseries in this world.] 
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Raghu-Nath (the Lord of king Raghu's dynasty; Lord Ram) gave immortality to only a 
few faithful devotees of his, such as Sabari (the old woman)’ and Giddha (a vulture 
called Jatau)^, whereas the Lord's holy Name has delivered, liberated and provided 
salvation and emancipation to numerous lowly creatures who had no hope of ever 
getting delivered from their miserable lives—a fact that is well known and lauded 
even by the Vedas which sing (extol and repeatedly stress) the greatness and the glory 
of the holy Name of Lord Ram. (Doha no. 24) 


[Lord Ram had provided liberation and deliverance to an old, low-caste lady named 
Sabari (or Shabari) who lived alone in the forest and was eagerly waiting for the 
Lord's arrival. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 36. 

Her story in brief is this: According to the story of Ramayana, Shabari was a 
woman belonging to a forest tribe called ‘Shabari’. This tribe was classified as 
Shudras or lower caste, and sustained themselves by collecting and selling honey and 
fruits from the forest trees. Being of a low caste, she is said have been ostracized by 
others. She served a sage named Matanga very devotedly. The sage was a realised 
soul, and so pleased was he with her devotion and service that he blessed her at the 
time of leaving his body that she would find her emancipation and salvation when 
Lord Ram visits her while searching for Sita. Like her Guru, Shabari too left her 
mortal body after having the privilege of meeting and worshipping the Lord in person 
by lighting the pyre herself with her mystical powers. According to Adhyatma 
Ramayana of sage Veda Vyas, it was Lord Ram who had performed her last rites 
himself, a rare privilege that was even denied to his own worldly father Dasrath. 

Shabari used to live in the hermitage where earlier sage Matanga lived. This 
hermitage was near Mount Rishyamook where Sugriv, the exiled younger brother of 
the king of monkeys Baali, lived with his close confidantes Hanuman, Jamvant, Naal 
and Neel etc. This place was about ten Yojans or eighty miles from Kishkindha, the 
capital of the forest kingdom of which Baali was the king. 

There is a story about Lake Pampa on the banks of which she lived. The great 
sage Matang had his hermitage here. Shabari used to get up very early and clean the 
path around this lake before her Guru went there for his daily bath and other chores. It 
so happened that one day, the sages and seers who lived in that area saw her cleaning 
the path leading to the lake very early in the morning. Since she was of a low caste, 
they cursed and scolded her because they regarded her appearance as defiling the 
place. This misplaced notion of superiority and high stature immensely displeased the 
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Lord. So as soon as those haughty and proud sages went and took a dip in that lake, its 
water turned turbid, polluted and infested by warms and filth. When Sri Ram had 
gone there during his forest exile, the sages and seers requested him to purify that 
lake. Sri Ram, being all-knowing, knew the secret behind that pollution, and in order 
to teach those sages a lesson of their lives, he asked them to request Sabari to take a 
dip in it. As soon as she did it, the water regained its former pristine purity, and the 
lake its former exceptional scenic beauty. This made the haughty sages and seers feel 
ashamed at their ignorance and behaviour. 

Lord Sri Ram had visited her hermitage and enjoyed the fruits offered by her 
just like he would have enjoyed them if they were given to him by his mother. In the 
‘Ram-Sarawali of Surdas’, verse no. 11, it is said that ‘Sabari was a long time ardent 
devotee and a humble follower of Raghupati (Sri Ram). He accepted and ate fruits 
offered by her, preached her on the concept of complete devotion, and then liberated 
her by giving her residence in his own abode.’ 

It was Shabari who had advised Sri Ram to go towards the Rishyamook 
mountain and make friends with Sugriv, the monkey king, who in turn would help the 
Lord in finding out Sita and freeing her from the clutches of her captors. 


*Jatau was the king of vultures. He was befriended by Lord Ram when the Lord was 
passing through the Dandak forest. Jatau was a friend of Dasrath, the worldly father of 
Lord Ram, and he had assured the Lord that he will stay in close proximity to them 
(Ram, Sita and Laxman) in the forest to keep a vigilant eye and give them protection 
to the best of his might—this is narrated in the Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda 
Vyas, Aranya Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 1-7. This fact is also endorsed by Tulsidas in 
Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 12, stanza no. 2. 

True to his word, Jatau had fought valiantly with the demon king Ravana 
when the latter was taking Sita on his chariot to Lanka after abducting her. He was 
mortally wounded as Ravana cut off his wings. So Jatau fell to the ground and waited 
for Lord Ram's arrival. By-and-by the Lord came there and was told by Jatau about 
Ravana taking Sita away. Jatau died in the arms of Lord Ram, a death no one's been 
fortunate ever to have. The Lord performed his last rites just as a son does for his own 
father. Thus, Jatau was granted liberation and deliverance by the Lord. These episodes 
are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) Doha no. 13; and (ii) Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 29—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 

The glorious way that Jatau died has been lauded and applauded by Tulsidas 
in Dohawali verse nos. 222-227. Refer also to Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 
12-16. 

“Lord Ram lifted Jatau onto his lap and washed his wounds with the tears 
streaming from his (Ram's) eyes"—this is said in Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 
13, stanza no. 1, while Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 30 says that “the 
Lord moved his loving hand caressingly on his head". 

Jatau's special death which made him a subject of jealousy and envy for all 
other exalted persons as narrated in the Doha above has one unique aspect—inspite of 
him being a vulture by birth and body, he was given an honour befitting a father by 
none else than the Supreme Being (Lord Ram) himself when the Lord performed his 
last rites himself—trefer: (1) Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 16, stanza no. 4; verse 
no. 14, stanza no. 1; (ii) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 32; (iii) 
Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 16, line no. 3; (iv) Doha no. 227 of Dohawali; (v) 
Vinai Patrika, verse no. 164, stanza no. 2; verse no. 138, stanza no. 3, line no. 1. 
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Vinai Patrika, verse no. 138, stanza no. 3, line no. 1 says that Lord Ram 
offered a ‘Pinda’, a ball of cereals that is offered to the soul of one's departed parent, 
to Jatau after the bird left its physical body.] 
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As is well known to all, Lord Ram gave refuse to and restored the self-respect and 
dignity of only two persons by helping them to get back the kingdoms from which 
they were ousted by their respective elder brothers—one was Sugriva (the heir to the 
monkey kingdom, and brother of Baali)', and the other was Vibhishan (the brother of 
Ravana, the king of the demons)’. (1) 

On the other hand, the Lord's divine and holy Name has given protection, 
succour and solace to numerous humble and poor souls from time immemorial. This 
glory is well known and well established in the world as well as in the Vedas’. (2) 


['Sugriv, the monkey prince, had a well-formed and attractive neck, and hence got the 
name "sukantha". We read in the story of the Ramayana that Sugriv, the monkey 
prince, was beaten, disinherited and thrown into exile by his elder brother Baali, the 
monkey king, due to some misunderstanding between the two. Sugriv was so terrified 
of Baali who was baying for his blood that he escaped to the summit of a mountain 
called Rishyamook along with his trusted aides, and lived a sorrowful life in hiding. 
When Lord Ram was wandering in the forest in search of Sita, his wife who was 
abducted by Ravana, the demon king of Lanka, he passed that way. By-and-by, the 
Lord and Sugriv struck a bond of friendship, and the Lord promised him to restore his 
lost dignity and right to the kingdom of Kishkindha, the monkey kingdom, from 
which he was disinherited. In return, Sugriv promised the Lord that he would do all he 
can to help the Lord find Sita and recover her, even if that meant a war with Sita's 
abductor. To keep his part of the bargain, Lord Ram had slayed Baali and restored 
Sugriv to the throne of Kishkindha. 

The full story of Baali and Sugriv is narrated in detail in (i) sage Veda Vyas’ 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttarkand, Canto 3; (11) Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand (Chapter), 
Sarga (Canto) 13, verse no. 140-152; and (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 11. 

The full story is this: Sugriv and Baali were two brothers, Baali being the elder 
of the two siblings. They were the rulers of the monkey race and had their capital at 
Kishkindha. Once, a demon named Dundhubhi came to challenge Baali for a duel. 
Baali killed him and flung his dead body on the mountain called Rishyamook. Blood 
of the demon sprayed in all the directions, and this blood defiled a hermitage of a sage 
who lived on this mountain. So he cursed that if Baali ever came in that place he 
would die. It was out of this fear that Baali never came near Mt. Rishyamook. 

Earlier, the two brothers had very cordial relations. Once a demon named 
Maayaawi, the son of Maye, came to Kishkindha and challenged Baali. When Baali 
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rushed towards him, the demon fled and hid inside a cave. Baali pursued him inside, 
but while entering the cave he told his younger brother Surgriv to guard the mouth of 
the cave and wait for him for at least a fortnight. Sugriv waited for one full month, but 
Baali did not come back. At the end of this period blood started seeping out of the 
mouth of the cave. Thinking that the demon has killed his brother and would come out 
to kill him also, Sugriv covered the mouth of the cave with a huge boulder and fled 
from there. When he returned to Kishkindha, the courtiers had no choice but to anoint 
him as the king in place of his brother whom they all thought was killed by the 
demon. 

Meanwhile it so happened that the blood that had seeped out of the cave's 
mouth was that of the demon who was killed by Baali. When Baali came out, he did 
not find Sugriv, and to make matters worse he found the mouth of the cave closed by 
a heavy boulder. When he came back to Kishkindha he found Sugriv on the throne. 
Naturally of course he went mad with anger, and beat his brother mercilessly. Sugriv, 
though not at all at fault, tried his best to explain the situation to Baali, but the seed of 
misunderstanding and animosity was already sown, and seeing no way out, Sugriv 
fled with his life. Baali usurped the kingdom and the wife of Sugriv forcibly. Sugriv 
was so terrified of Baali who was baying for his blood that he escaped to the summit 
of a mountain called Rishyamook along with his trusted aides, and lived a forlorn and 
sorrowful life in hiding, because he knew that Baali would never come to harm him 
here because of the sage's earlier curse. 

The story goes that on some previous occasion Baali had collected seven fruits 
of the coconut tree and kept them on the ground to take bath in the lake known as 
Pampaa. When he returned he found that a huge python was sitting on these seven 
fruits. This was tantamount to defiling the fruits and so Baali cursed the serpent that 
the seven fruits would pierce his body and grow into tall trees. When the mother of 
the serpent came to know of this curse, she also cursed Baali that anyone who would 
cut these seven coconut trees with a single arrow would be the one who would also 
kill him. 

When Lord Ram was wandering in the forest in search of Sita, his wife who 
was abducted by Ravana, the demon king of Lanka, he passed that way. By-and-by, 
the Lord and Sugriv struck a bond of friendship, and the Lord promised him to restore 
his lost dignity and right to the kingdom of Kishkindha, the monkey kingdom, from 
which he was disinherited. In return, Sugriv promised the Lord that he would do all he 
can to help the Lord find Sita and recover her, even if that meant a war with Sita's 
abductor. 

Sugriv knew about the secret of the seven coconut trees. As he wished to be 
sure that Lord Ram was indeed capable to restore him to the throne of Kishkindha by 
eliminating Baali, and that the things wouldn't go out of hands and make life further 
tormenting for him, Sugriv asked the Lord to fell these seven tall coconut trees with a 
single arrow. So when Lord Sri Ram felled the seven trees with an arrow, Sugriv 
knew that the Lord would indeed be able to kill his arch enemy Baali. 

With Lord Sri Ram's patronage and support, Sugriv went and challenged his 
elder brother Baali for a duel. Baali was absolutely stunned, as he had never expected 
Sugriv to ever have enough courage and strength to challenge him like this. His wife 
Taaraa also tried to dissuade him by pointing out that Sugriv has the support of Lord 
Sri Ram who is the Supreme Being incarnate, but Baali was wiser because he decided 
that either way he was the winner. If he managed to eliminate Sugriv then he would 
get rid of this constant nuisance of a brother, and if he gets killed at the hands of Lord 
Sri Ram then also he will be lucky as his emancipation and salvation was absolutely 
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sure. Where, he thought to himself, will he get such an opportunity again in life. In the 
first bout, Sugriv got bruised and beaten badly. He limped back to Sri Ram and 
complained bitterly. The Lord replied that he did not shoot Baali because the two 
brothers looked exactly alike and he could not distinguish between them. There was a 
hidden message in this statement—the Lord wished to convey to Sugriv that for him 
all the creatures are alike. But at the same time he had to keep the words he had given 
to Sugriv that he would eliminate his enemy Baali. So the Lord put a garland around 
his neck, purportedly to identity him but actually to finally warn Baali that the victory 
of Sugriv is decided, and if he wants to save himself then he must make a truce. This 
time around too, Baali beat Sugriv black and blue. The Lord was watching the 
proceedings from behind a tree. When the situation became worst and Sugriv was 
about to be knocked down, the Lord shot an arrow that hit Baali and he fell down. 

It is said that Lord Sri Ram had to shoot Baali from hiding because the latter 
had a boon which said that half of the enemy's strength would pass on to Baali if the 
enemy is within his sight. Nevertheless, Baali felt privileged that the Lord of the 
world has himself killed him and given his soul the chance of finding liberation and 
deliverance from the fetters of the gross body of a monkey. At the time of death, Baali 
put his son Angad in the Lord's custody. This showed that Baali was extremely 
prudent and wise. By entrusting the conqueror Ram with the safety and security of his 
son Angad he ensured that Angad would be safe from any kind of evil design of his 
uncle Sugriv who would now never try to kill him overtly or covertly. 

Besides this thing of the Lord giving Sugriv his word to kill his enemy and 
undo the grave injustice done to him and restore his dignity and right to the kingdom, 
there was another very important reason why Baali had to be eliminated. On some 
previous occasion a reciprocal military pact was made between Baali and Ravana that 
essentially said that they would not allow their respective territories to be used to 
launch an attack on the other, and also that they would come to each others aid should 
either of them is called to do so. The story is that once Baali had put Ravana under his 
armpit for many days while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was 
doing some worship. Peeved by Ravana's arrogance and impertinence, Baali had 
tucked him under his arms to stop him from annoying him any further. When his 
worship was finished and he had returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he 
realised that Ravana was still squeezed under his armpit. So he released the latter and 
made a pact of friendship with him. This story is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Saar 
Kanda (Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 96-101. 

Since Lord Sri Ram needed to cross the territory of Kishkindha and also take 
the help of the army of this place to launch an assault on Lanka it was militarily wise 
and prudent to eliminate the foe in the backyard. 

But the Lord knew the constraints under which he had to eliminate Baali 
though the latter had not offended the Lord in any manner whatsoever. The Lord was 
well aware of his responsibilities towards Angad and he wished to rectify this 
apparent biased action of his of killing Baali at the behest of Sugriv—so he ensured 
that the final right to the kingdom of Kishkindha went to the heir of Baali, instead of 
the heir of Sugriv, by appointing Angad as the heir-apparent or the prince regent, and 
declaring that though Sugriv was made the king of Kishkindha upon Baali's death it 
was Angad who would succeed to the throne after Sugriv instead of any direct 
descendent of Sugriv such as his own son. 


*Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana, the king of the demon race and the 
one who had abducted Sita. When Lord Ram launched a campaign to retrieve Sita 
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from his clutches and a ruinous war loomed on the horizon, many of Ravana's 
ministers and councillors tried to persuade him to give Sita back to the Lord and avoid 
total destruction. But by the fiat of fate had shrouded Ravana's wisdom in a thick veil 
of dooms-day darkness so much that he had become excessively stubborn and 
unamenable and so much deluded about his own invincibility, strength and powers 
that it warn't no good trying to make him see reason and act with prudence as he 
wasn't ready to lend his ears to nobody who dared to give him any sane advice that 
was against what he wished to hear; he would listen to no nothing. He warn't to blame 
for it for the hungry god-of-death had already bared his teeth for him. One such well- 
wishing advisor of his was Visbhishan, his own brother. But instead of facing harsh 
reality, Ravana was got so angry at his brother that he kicked him in full court and 
told him to get out immediately. Fearing for his life and smarting from grave insult, 
Vibhishan left Lanka and came to Lord Ram to seek refuge with him. The Lord of 
course graciously granted him refuge, promising him not only fearlessness from his 
arch enemy Ravana but also the throne of Lanka after the war. 

This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50. 


^A similar idea—that the glory and divinity of Lord Ram's holy Name is well known 
throughout the world and well established in the Vedas, the ancient scripture—has 
also been expressed in Doha no. 24 herein above. Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, 
Doha no. 51 where Lord Shiva has affirmed this point in an unequivocal term. 

The point being stressed here is that while Lord Ram was personally able to 
restore the dignity and self-respect of only some selected individuals, such as Sugriv 
and Vibhishan in this particular case, and had granted them fearlessness from their 
tormentors, the holy Name of the Lord has been doing it for ages and from time 
immemorial for countless creatures all over the world.] 


TH ATT enfü Hey SIEHT LA Eq SUI HS A ANT 3 UI 
ay ola vara Gael benxg ferare Bsr HA WTÉL Ux tl 


rama bhalu kapi kataku batora. setu hetu $ramu kinha na thora. 3. 
namu leta bhavasindhu sukhahim. karahu bicaru sujana mana mahim. 4. 


Lord Ram had collected an army of bears and monkeys, and took a lot of trouble to 
construct a bridge across the ocean (to cross over to Sri Lanka to fight and bring back 
Sita from the clutches of demon Ravana)'. (3) 

But mere pronouncing Lord's holy Name is enough to dry-up the ocean 
represented by all the entanglements of this mundane, gross, delusory and dreary 
world. So oh wise men, think this over in your mind and ponder over it's 
significance’. (4) 


['The story of Lord Ram constructing the mighty bridge across the ocean to reach the 
shores of Lanka is narrated in all the versions of the story of the Ramayana. Presently 
we will refer only to Tulsidas’ Ram Charit Manas where we read about it in Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 60—to Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 5. 
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?This verse stresses that Lord Ram's holy Name helps a creature to easily cross this 
formidable world of transmigration, a world that is compared to the mighty and 
monstrous ocean because it is almost impossible to cross it, and more often than not 
this monster drowned people who dared to challenge it. But the glory of the holy 
Name of Lord Ram is such that with the help of it a creature can easily and as 
comfortably get across as if one was walking over a bridge. To wit, Lord Ram's holy 
Name makes a creature fearless in the face of the horrors of this world of birth and 
death, and it assures the creature that the future of his soul is secured. If a creature 
takes the help of the Lord's holy Name then he can easily find liberation and 
deliverance for himself; his soul would certainly and without gainsay attain 
emancipation and salvation. It would be as easy for a creature as walking across a 
bridge to reach the other side of an ocean, without being subjected to a bumpy ride on 
a boat, no matter how sturdy it may be, a-tossing, a-joggling, a-wobbling and a- 
stumbling, spinning, heaving and plunging so fiercely on the waves in order to cross a 
choppy ocean represented by this mundane, gross world of transmigration. 

Lord Ram's holy Name would make this journey-of-life very peaceful and 
joyful for a devotee who would be at ease during his life in this world as he is assured 
of an all-round protection offered by the shield of the Lord's holy Name, and he is 
also assured of eternal peace and beatitude in the world hereafter as Lord Ram's 
divine Name would ensure of his soul's emancipation and salvation and eternal rest. 

This verse essentially says that though there are many other means to attain 
liberation and deliverance as advised in the scriptures, such as doing Tapa (penance, 
austerity), Yoga (meditation), Dhyan (contemplation), Japa (repetition of holy 
Mantras), Daan (making charity), Yagya (fire and other religious sacrifices), Vrat 
(keeping fast and observing many vows and sacraments) and so on and so forth, but 
the most comfortable and easy path is that of Lord Ram’s holy Name, for all other 
paths are strenuous and cumbersome, and they are rife with countless hurdles and 
problems that create a lot of uncertainty and trouble for the creature. ] 


TH Heper TT Wey ATT | ater alsa FST ae wT AT tl 
WT WY STARI THA T LIT TD AT APT OT TT & LI 


rama sakula rana ravanu mara. siya sahita nija pura pagu dhara. 5. 
raja ramu avadha rajadhani. gavata guna sura muni bara bani. 6. 


Lord Ram had killed Ravana and his entire clan (except Vivhishan), and then returned 
to his capital Ayodhya along with Sita. (5) 

He then was anointed as the King of Ayodhya with Sita as the Queen, while gods 
and sages sung his praises, virtues and glories in best of terms. (6) 


[These events are narrated in full in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Doha no. 
102—to Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 15.] 


Hach HIT A Att 1 Ra A werer Ate er vitet 9 ul 
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sevaka sumirata namu sapriti. binu $rama prabala moha dalu jiti. 7. 
phirata saneham magana sukha apanem. nama prasada soca nahim 
sapanēm. 8. 


As compared to this, the Lord's devotees and followers are able to conquer an army of 
faults and delusions (known as Maya) without exertion simply by remembering the 
holy Name of the Lord with love and devotion. [To wit, while Lord Ram had to gather 
a huge army and wage a ferocious and strenuous war to eliminate the sinful and evil 
demons who were terrifying the world, the Lord's holy Name enables his devotees to 
overcome all their fears, sins and faults most easily and effortlessly.] (7) 

These devotees of the Lord roam around cheerfully and fearlessly, absorbed in 
the thoughts of the Lord, and deeply immersed in the ocean of bliss that comes with 
having devotion for the Lord. By doing this, they derive immense joy, happiness and 
beatitude. They are not worried about anything even in their dreams, thanks to the 
glory and the grace of Lord Ram's holy Name. (8) 


GIO. Sawa d TH as A alah Sm uhi 
IRA ua eife we fera wis fori fr t 98 t 
doha. 


brahma rama tem namu bara bara dayaka bara dani. 
ramacarita sata kūti maham liya mahēsa jiyam jāni. 25. 


So therefore we conclude that the divine and the holy Name of Lord Ram is greater 
and superior than Brahm (the Absolute and Supreme Being) himself (because Brahm 
had manifested in the form of Lord Ram). 

The Lord's holy Name bestows blessings and grants boons even to those 
exalted souls who themselves are capable of granting boons and blessing others. [This 
refers to the great gods as well as the sages, hermits and saints who can bless others 
and grant boons to them. To wit, these gods, sages, hermits and saints and et al derive 
their mystical powers relying on the strength of Lord Ram's holy Name. The Name of 
the Lord empowers them to do so; they derive their authority and power by the virtue 
of their invoking and using the Lord's holy Name while granting boons and 
blessings.] 

Wise as he was, Lord Shiva selected these two syllables (Ra and Ma that form the 
divine name of the Lord as *RAM") out of the one hundred million verses comprising 
the story of Lord Ram'. [To wit, out of so many choices and options available to 
Shiva, he selected these two letters as the easiest means to attain one's spiritual goal 
as well as to obtain whatever one desires in this world. When these two letters were 
joined by him, they formed the word *Ram'. So this became the Mantra which Shiva 
repeats constantly and consistently, and consequentially he has found eternal bliss and 
tranquility. Not only this, he became renowned as the wisest amongst the pantheon of 
Gods.] (Doha no. 25) 
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[ Refer: Barvai Ramayan, Uttar Kand, verse no. 56. 

The idea is that Lord Ram's name RAM (‘Rāma’ or ‘Raam’) is very divine 
and holy. It is not an ordinary name, but more powerful than any other Mantra 
(spiritual formula) advised in the scriptures. Its glory and majesty has been extolled 
and endorsed by the Vedas themselves as clearly mentioned herein above in Doha no. 
24 and Chaupai line no. 2 that follows it.] 


HAUTTAUT, Veen ASTA 
(masaparayana, pahala visrama) 


[This is the point where a pause, the first such, is made if this Holy Book ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’ is recited for a whole month. | 


"dio. ATA Wale Uy Stare pursp niet siet THE 0 9 ul 
Gen orate fua A Se LATA Wale sn Sit t 2 M 


caupāl. 


nāma prasāda sambhu abināsī. sāju amangala mangala rāsī. 1. 
suka sanakādi sid'dha muni jogi. nama prasada brahmasukha bhēgī. 2. 


[In the following verses, a lot many instances are cited where well-known devotees of 
the Lord had attained blessedness and beatitude as well fame and an exalted stature by 
invoking the holy Name of Lord Ram. These instances are employed to lend support 
to the advice given in earlier verses about the greatness and the glory, the importance 
and the value, the effectiveness and the surety of employing Lord Ram's holy Name 
as a wonderful and mystically empowered sure-shot formula that can help a person to 
attain his spiritual objectives. The Lord's holy Name is richly endowed with all 
auspiciousness, blissfulness, blessedness, beatitude and felicity.] 


By the grace of Lord Ram's holy and auspicious Name, Lord Shiva has become 
immortal. And inspite of having inauspicious and ominous forms of paraphernalia on 
his body (such as having serpents wrapped all around his body, wearing a wreath of 
skulls around his neck, and having ash smeared all over his almost naked body), he 
has become a treasury of the best of spiritual glories, values, blessings and 
auspiciousness!. (1) 

The glory of the holy Name of Lord Ram is such that all those who have attained 
true bliss and beatitude, such as the sages Suka, Sankadi etc., and other such sages 
and yogis (mystics) who enjoy the supreme joy which comes with the blissful state of 
self and Brahm realisation—all of them have attained it due to the grace of Lord 
Ram's auspicious Name which is holy and divine’. (2) 


[In the Hindu pantheon of Gods, Lord Shiva occupies the most exalted place of 
honour. He is one of the Gods of the Trinity, and is revered and honoured by all the 
other Gods for his mysticism, wisdom and enlightenment. Lord Ram, an incarnation 
of Lord Vishnu, the second God of the Trinity and deemed to be a personified form 
of the Supreme Being, has himself said that if a person wishes to have devotion for 
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him and attain beatitude and felicity of self-realisation and Brahm-realisation, then it 
is obligatory for the aspirant to worship Lord Shiva first as he is very dear to Lord 
Ram. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 2 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 6-8 that precede it; and (ii) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 45. 

It is also Lord Ram's declaration that his devotion is granted by those who 
worship and pay obeisance to Lord Shiva—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 3. 

Lord Shiva's external appearances that look very horrifying on their face value 
are very misleading, for the Lord actually is a great mystic, an Yogi par-excellence, 
one who is a treasury of holiness, auspiciousness, divinity and spirituality. He has 
assumed this unconventional attire of being wrapped in serpents, having ash all over 
his body and wearing a garland of skulls just to keep at bay and dissuade those who 
are not true devotees and not sincere in their spiritual pursuit, and worship Lord Shiva 
only to fulfill their worldly desires. The Lord abhors them for he hates deceit and 
conceit in his devotees, and nor does he like selfish ones who pretend to worship the 
Lord but it is only to fulfill some worldly aspirations. 

Lord Shiva's most odd external appearance has been described in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 92. 


^AII the great sages and mystics have unanimously declared that they have attained 
the state of eternal blissfulness and beatitude by relying upon the holy Name of Lord 
Ram. To wit, the Lord's holy Name is the formula that all self-realised and 
enlightened souls who have attained bliss, beatitude and felicity have employed to 
attain this exalted and eclectic state of being.] 


ARG AAS TA War SET fus SR ER ax fu amg 3 II 
"wd WY As wur | TT RIP SI Wee lv t 


narada jane'u nama pratapü. jaga priya hari hari hara priya apu. 3. 
namu japata prabhu kinha prasadü. bhagata siromani bhe prahaladu. 4. 


Sage Narad knows the glory, the power and the importance of the holy Name of Lord 
Ram. That is why while the world loves Sri Hari (Vishnu), and Lord Shiva (Har) is 
dear to Hari (Vishnu), sage Narad is loved by both Har and Hari’. (3) 

By the grace of Lord Ram's holy Name, Prahalad” became a jewel (i.e. most 
honoured and respected one) amongst the devotees of the Lord (and he was freed 
from the fear of his demonic father who was ready to kill him). (4) 


['Sage Narad constantly repeats the holy Name of the Lord, and wherever he goes he 
announces his arrival by saying aloud *Hari Hari'. The word immediately gives him 
recognition and invites great respect. He is welcomed everywhere, even by the 
demons who are otherwise inimical towards Lord Vishnu, one of whose names is 
‘Hari’. This is because the demons realise that Narad is shielded by a very powerful 
shield of the Lord's holy Name, and he is invoking the Supreme Being who is the 
supreme Lord of creation, and therefore of the demons also. Narad has been blessed 
with the boon of having access to all parts of creation precisely on the strength of the 
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Lord's Name because he goes everywhere chanting the Name. It opens the door for 
him in all the directions of creation as if it were a magical charm that opens all doors 
and removes all obstacles. 

Lord Shiva's other name is ‘Har’. It literally means ‘one who steals or 
removes all evil and sins as well as all worldly attachments and delusions from his 
devotees’. This paves the way for the devotees’ liberation, deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation. 

Lord Shiva is famed as the God who chants Lord Ram's holy Name constantly 
without fail, and he always remains in a state of quiet meditation even when 
appearing not to be so. Lord Shiva uses Lord Ram's holy Name as an exclusive 
spiritual formula for doing Japa (repetition of a holy Mantra) and Dhyan 
(contemplation) during Yoga (meditation). Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 19; Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 58; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 60; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 108. 


?Prahalad was a young boy who had meditated by repeating Lord Ram's holy Name, 
and as a result he succeeded in having a divine vision of Lord Vishnu. His story in 
brief is this: 

He was an ardent devotee of Lord Vishnu. He was the eldest son of the king of 
demons, named Hiranyakashipu. His mother was Kayaadhu, the daughter of the 
demon king named Jambhaasur. Both the mother and the son were initiated by sage 
Narad who had inspired them to become devotees of Lord Vishnu. 

The story of Prahalad is narrated in detail in (1) Vishnu Puran, 1/17-20, and (ii) 
Bhagvata Puran, Skandha 7, Cantos 3-10. This is the story of Prahalad, the son of the 
demon Hiranyakashapu. 

When Prahalad was still in his mother's womb, sage Narad had taught her 
about the principles of spiritualism and devotion for Lord Vishnu. (Refer: Srimad 
Bhagwat Maha-Puran, Skandha 7, Canto 7, verse nos. 15-55.) Prahalad had heard this 
preaching, and when he was born he still remembered Narad's advice given to his 
mother. As result, Prahalad was born with devotion for Lord Vishnu firmly engrained 
in his heart and mind. 

The father, being a demon, was an inveterate opponent of Lord Vishnu, and so 
naturally he couldn't tolerate his own son worshipping his enemy Lord Vishnu. He 
tried his best to dissuade Prahalad from being devoted to the Lord, but the son had 
immense faith in the Lord and would not be deterred by his father's threats, torments 
and scoldings. Hiranyakashipu tried even cruel means to change Prahalad, including 
an attempt to burn in a raging fire, but the child devotee escaped unscathed. So, 
finally the demon father decided to kill him personally. Prahalad was tied to a pillar 
and asked *Where is your Lord Vishnu? Is he in this pillar also?' The child replied in 
the affirmative. Then his father swung the sword to kill him, and it was at this instant 
that Lord Vishnu revealed himself as the famous incarnation known as *Nrisingh' — 
the upper half of his body was like a lion and the lower half was like a man. An 
Upanishad titled *Nrisingh Tapini Upanishad' of the Atharva Veda is dedicated to this 
Lord. 

Lord Nrisingh snatched the sword of the demon, which he had raised in his 
hand to kill Prahalad, and laid the demon across his laps. He then tore through his 
abdomen, and yanked out his intestines, thereby killing the demon instantly. He then 
picked up the child Prahalad on to his laps and lovingly licked and caressed him like a 
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lion does to its cub. But Prahalad prayed to the Lord to provide deliverance to the soul 
of his father, at which the Lord liberated the demon from all his sins. 

Prahalad is credited with enumerating the nine-fold path of Bhakti, the path of 
devotion for the Lord, in the epic Bhaagvata, 7/5/23. 

Lord Dattatreya, one of the manifestations of Lord Vishnu, had preached 
Prahalad about the eclectic state of Avadhut Sanyasi in the form of a huge python, 
known as Ajgara. Prahalad had spiritual discussions also with other sages such as 
Hansa (the divine Swan, an incarnation of Vishnu), and with Indra (the king of Gods). 

Prahalad had four brothers, three sons and a daughter. The king of demons 
known as Bali, who was famous for his charities and donations, was a grandson of 
Prahalad. The incarnations of Vishnu as Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant, is related to 
this legendary king.] 


Ya wena AAS gf LUTS BTS SPTUH STS d i 
alah uera ure AT LAA oe enit TS T N G UI 


dhruvant sagalani jape'u hari nā'ūm. paya'u acala anüpama tha'üm. 5. 
sumiri pavanasuta pavana namu. apane basa kari rakhe rāmī. 6. 


Dhurva chanted Sri Hari's (Lord Vishnu's) holy Name because he was insulted and 
ill-treated by his stepmother, but the effect was such that he was given a permanent 
and immovable place among the ‘stars in the sky’. [It is believed in mythology that 
the Northern-Star in the northern hemisphere of the night sky, a star that remains 
fixed in its position while all other stars appear to move in the sky, is actually 
Dhruva.]' (5) 

By remembering the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram, the Son of the Wind 
God (known as Hanuman) has kept Lord Ram under his loving sway’. (6) 


['The story of Dhruva is as follows: He was the elder son of king Uttaanpaad from his 
first wife Suniti. The king was so charmed by his second wife named Suruchi that he 
completely neglected Suniti and Dhruva. Once it so happened that the child Dhruva 
was snubbed by his step-mother for attempting to draw affection of his father. The 
child was very upset and despondent. He approached his mother for solace. She 
advised him to accept Lord Vishnu as his eternal and loving Father and protector. For 
this, Dhruva had to do severe Tapa (austerity and penance). The overwhelmed child 
was so determined that he immediately proceeded to the forest to do Tapa. He met the 
celestial sage Narad on the way who instructed him on ways to meditate upon the 
Lord. The Lord was extremely pleased by Dhruva’s sincerity and devotion and 
appeared before him. He blessed the child and gave him two boons—one was the 
restoration of his honour and kinghood of the kingdom, and the other was a 
permanent place in the heavens, a position so exalted, steady and unwavering that 
even the God could not match it. So, in due course of time, Dhruva assumed a 
personified form of a divine God and took up his heavenly abode in the Dhruva Loka. 
The story related to him is narrated in detail in the Vishnu Puran, section 1, cantos 11- 
12. 

The Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Canto 
5, paragraph no. 15 mentions this Dhruv Loka and Dhruva, the God, when it describes 
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the path taken by a devotee of Lord Vishnu to the latter’s abode in heaven when the 
former leaves his mortal body. The devotee has taken a ride on the back of the Garud, 
the vehicle of Lord Vishnu who is represented by the divine ethereal Mantra known as 
OM in this Upanishad, and has already passed through the Satya Loka where Brahma 
the creator lives, the Ishan Loka where Lord Shiva lives, the Graha Loka where the 
different Grahas live, the Saptarishi Mandal where the seven celestial sages live (and 
which is represented by the Great Bear constellation of stars in the sky), the Surya 
Mandal which is the realm of the Sun God, and the Chandra Mandal which is the 
realm of the Moon God. Then he reaches this Dhruva Mandal. 

The Dhruva Loka or Dhruv Mandal is represented by the North Star and its 
immediate environs in the celestial map. The North Star is a personified form of 
Dhruva. The North Star has a great symbolic importance and value here. This star 
remains static and unchanging in its position in the sky—it is a metaphor for stability, 
uniformity, unchanging nature, steadfastness and durability. It is a vital guide for 
navigation purposes in the night. Hence, if a person is steady in his thoughts and 
single-mindedly pursues his chosen path, always keeping the aim in sight, he is sure 
to achieve success and obtain his objective in life. The objective of the spiritual 
aspirant is to attain his Lord Vishnu and find Mukti. So when he has crossed all 
hurdles and overcome formidable obstacles in the symbolic form of praises and 
honours lavished on him en-route to heaven as described above in this narration, it 1s 
only then that he can rupture through this world and reach the exalted abode where 
Vishnu lives. Now, if the celestial sky is imagined as a huge sphere, then this is the 
point from where the cosmic traveller has ruptured the solar system and entered the 
upper reaches of the cosmos where the upper heaven is situated. Since Lord Vishnu's 
abode is supposed to be unchanging and steady in its glory unlike other worlds, the 
metaphor of the North Star as a gateway to Vaikunth, the abode of Vishnu, appears to 
be very appropriate here. 


"The Lord is exceptionally obliged to Hanuman and on several occasions he had 
expressed this too. Hanuman was more close to Lord Ram than any other single 
character in the Ramayana. Whenever the Lord needed help, he looked at Hanuman. 
Hanuman had always repeated the holy Name of Lord Ram silently, and this gave him 
immense strength and peace. By the way of the Name, Hanuman was able to have the 
Lord stay with him always. The best proof of the Lord recognizing this divine quality 
and spiritual nature of Hanuman was when the Lord directed him to stay in this world 
at the time of the Lord's own departure for his heavenly abode at the end of his tenure 
on this earth, and keep the light of the Lord's glory alight by way of repeating his 
divine Name and ensuring protection for those who said the Lord's Name. In other 
words, the Lord had appointed Hanuman as the heir to his legacy, and passed on the 
baton of Dharma (virtues of righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility and 
auspiciousness) and Satya (truth) to him to act as their custodian on the strength of 
Lord's holy Name. 

A life sketch of Hanuman is narrated in the following scriptures—(1) Anand 
Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 155-190; (ii) Valmiki's Ramayan, 
Kishkhindha Kand, Sarga (Canto) 66, verse nos. 1-17 (as narrated by Jamvant, the 
Bear king); Uttar Kand, Sarga 35-36 (as described to Sri Ram by sage Agastya). 

Wonderful hymns dedicated to Lord Hanuman are found in Tulsidas’ “Vinai 
Patrika", verse nos. 25-36. 

These describe Hanuman as the Son of the Wind God. 
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But it is also universally believed that Hanuman is a manifestation of Lord 
Shiva, and represents the ‘Tej’ (glory and dynamism) of Lord Ram. This is clearly 
mentioned in Brihad Brahm Sanhita, Chapter (Pratham) 3, Canto (Adhyaya) 1, verse 
(Shloka) no. 102. This verse also says that it is Lord Shiva who manifested also as 
Sankarshan, one of the forms of Lord Vishnu. In the case of Hanuman, it is said here 
that “Hanuman is a manifestation of Lord Maha Shiva, and represents the Tej (glory 
and dynamic aspect) of Lord Ram". 

Lord Hanuman was one of the greatest devotees of Lord Ram. His devotion 
for Lord Ram had no match. He is regarded as the wisest, the most enlightened and a 
highly self-realised soul. He is an incarnation of the eleventh form of Lord Shiva that 
is known as Rudra. When Lord Vishnu decided to manifest himself as Lord Ram in 
this world, all the different Gods has assumed various forms to serve the Lord. Shiva 
had taken the form of Hanuman to serve Lord Ram.] 


aad emna We Wes | AU Nena Ste ATA WTS I O UI 
hel hal CIT AT ASS 1A A Seale ATA A TS Ue. UI 


apatu ajamilu gaju ganika'ü. bha'e mukuta hari nama prabhā'ū. 7. 
kahaum kaham lagi nama barā'ī. ramu na sakahim nama guna ga’. 8. 


The sinful and fallen Ajaamil!, the elephant king known as the Gaja”, and Ganika the 
prostitute (harlot)’—they were all liberated by the power and the majesty of Lord 
Ram's holy Name. (7) 

Say, how far can I (Tulsidas) describe the glory, the majesty, the divinity, and the 
spiritual importance and value of Lord Ram's holy Name (because I have no words 
for it). Even Lord Ram himself is unable to sing the glories of his own Name. (8) 


[Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha 
no. 130. 


The story of Ajaamil, Gaja and Ganika are as follows:- 


'Ajaamil—He was a Brahmin by birth, but he became enamoured with a prostitute 
and married her. Bad company made him turn into a hunter. One day a group of saged 
passed by the village. When they asked the villagers if there was a Brahmin’s house 
where they could spend the night, the villagers told them of Ajaamil. So these sages 
decided to spend the night there. When Ajaamil returned from his hunting trip with a 
catch of a bird and saw the sages, he felt very ashamed. He confided with them that he 
is a fallen man and that they should not eat in his house. The saints had a merciful 
heart and they thought amongst themselves that it is their moral obligation to show 
this man some way by which he can find liberation and deliverance. 

They cooked their own meals with whatever they had. The next day, they 
summoned Ajaamil and told him, ‘Look, your wife is pregnant. She will soon deliver 
a son. Give that son the name ‘Narayan’ (one of the many names of Lord Vishnu). 
This would lead to your emancipation.’ And then the group of sages went on their 
journey. 
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When the son was born, Ajaamil named him as advised by them—he called the 
son ‘Narayan’. He was very fond of the son, and called out his name ‘Narayan, 
Narayan' umpteen numbers of times during the course of the day. He was unwittingly 
taking the name of Lord Vishnu. This continued till the time came for his death. 
When he was tormented by the messengers of Yam, the God of hell and death, he 
became terrified and called out in fear—‘Narayan, Narayan. Save me’. Though he 
was calling his son, but the Lord heard his name being called out by someone in 
distress. So he sent his own messengers to protect the caller. The messengers of Lord 
chased away the messengers of Yam and took Ajaamil to heaven. When Yam 
complained to Vishnu, the Lord told him that if anyone calls out his name at the time 
of death he is duty-bound to liberate and protect him. This story tells us the power of 
the name of the Lord. 


*Gaja, the king of elephants— In the ancient country of Dravid (the present day South 
India), there was a kingdom called Pandyaraaj whose king was named Indradumna. 
He was a great devotee of Lord Vishnu and used to offer regular worship to the Lord 
with great diligence. Once, sage Agastya passed that way with his retinue of disciples. 
The king was so engrossed in the worship of the Lord that he did not notice the sage 
and neither did he get up to welcome him or pay his obeisance to him. This annoyed 
the sage and he cursed—‘You are like a haughty and wild elephant who pays no heed 
to those standing in the front. Therefore, you deserve to become an elephant—so you 
would take a birth as an elephant.’ When the king died he became an elephant in a 
pleasant island in the middle of the Kshirsagar, the celestial ocean of milk. 

He had a majestic body and was very strong in his herd. Once he was playing 
with his she-elephants and companions in a large and beautiful pond. In this pond 
lived an crocodile who was actually a Gandharva (a semi-god) named Huhu in his 
previous life and had become an crocodile due to a curse of sage Deval. The crocodile 
caught hold of the leg of the elephant and started pulling him inside the deep lake. 
The Gaja himself and all his companions tried their best but failed to free him from 
the mouth of the crocodile. A long tussle followed and the elephant became 
completely exhausted. When the situation became so bad that the Gaja, the elephant, 
was about to sink fully inside the water, he broke a lotus flower and offered it to Lord 
Vishnu as his last worship and offering before dying. The merciful Lord rushed 
instantly astride his mount, called the Garud, to save him. Reaching the spot within a 
moment, the Lord pulled the Gaja out of the water with one hand, and with the other 
he opened the mouth of the crocodile to yank the leg of the elephant free from its 
clutches. Then the Lord cut off the crocodile’s head with his circular weapon known 
as the Chakra. 

Both the crocodile and the elephant found liberation—the crocodile reverted to 
his earlier form of a Gandharva, and Gaja the elephant assumed a divine form similar 
to that of the Lord and went to his abode in the heaven. 


*Ganika, the herlot—There was a prostitute by the name of Pingla. One day she had 
decorated herself with flowers and ornaments and waited eagerly for her lover. When 
he did not turn up even till midnight, she was very contrite and it dawned upon her 
that if she had spent so much of her time in devotion and remembrance of the Lord, 
she would have found deliverance. Right onwards, she turned away from her 
profession and became an ardent devotee of the Lord. This led to her emancipation 
and salvation. | 
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GO.  "HpWTH at meds enfer Heart PEST | 
wir fira vat SET d. Tevet qeretang t 95 ii 


doha. 


namu rama ko kalapataru kali kalyana nivasu. 
jo sumirata bhayo bhamga tern tulasi tulasidasu. 26. 


In Kaliyug, Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpataru (the all wish-fulfilling Tree of 
the Gods)’, and a gracious benefactor of all in every imaginable way, by remembering 
and chanting of which Tulsidas has changed from being a *Bhaang' (a hallucination 
producing herb having the technical name of Tetrahydro-Cannabinolis) into Tulsi (the 
Basil or Ocimum plant which is a herb used to sanctify food offered to deities in 
temples, and also as a medicine for its antibiotic properties). 

[To wit, even a useless and despised man becomes a much sought-after and 
useful one by the good influences and good effects of Ram's holy and divine Name. In 
effect this means that the correctional properties of the Name removes all the negative 
virtues present in a creature, and transforms him into a worthy one.] (Doha no. 26) 


[ Refer also to Tulsidas book of prayers known as ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 173.] 


"ho. we wp att ener fae treet p re TH afer iter AAT ui 9 ui 
Sp Hd Wa Ug | Meet Wd Web TH WDR 2 N 


caupāl. 


cahum juga tini kala tihum loka. bha'ē nama japi jīva bisoka. 1. 
bēda purana santa mata ēhū. sakala sukrta phala rama sanēhū. 2. 


In all the four Yugas or eras (ages or phases) of creation (known as the Sata, Treta, 
Dwapar and Kali Yugas respectively)', as well as in all the three phases of time (past, 
present, future), and the three lokas (heaven, earth, nether world)—countless souls 
have got liberation and deliverance from their sorrows and miseries by chanting the 
holy Name of Lord Ram. (1) 

The Vedas, Purans and saints have given this unanimous advice—that to have 
love in Lord's Form and Lord's Name is the result of all virtuous acts.? (2) 


[According to the Purans, the ancient mythological histories of the Hindus, one cycle 
of creation, development and destruction is divided into four parts, each known as a 
Yuga. Thus, there are four such Yugas. 

The first is called ‘Sata Yuga’ and it is equivalent to 17,28,000 human years. 
The second is *Treta Yuga’ and it equals to 12,96,000 human years. The third era is 
known as ‘Dwapar’ and it is equal to 8,64,000 human years. The fourth and the last 
age, i.e. the current era, lasts for 4,32,000 human years. 
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?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 12-14 that precede Doha 
no. 122 that say: *Lord Shiva, the creator Brahma (aja), sage Suka (the parrot saint), 
the celestial sages Sankadi and Narad, and other such exalted sages who are experts in 
the knowledge of Brahm (the Supreme Being) --- [12] --- It is their unanimous view, 
oh the king of birds (khaganāyaka), that one should have devotion and affection for 
the lotus-like holy feet of Lord Ram. [13] --- The Vedas, the Purans and all other 
scriptures unequivocally assert that there is no happiness and peace without having 
devotion (Bhakti) for Lord Ram. [14]"] 


eT Wer wp Haar at gt ufidree We Ust t 3 N 
enfer derer Het Yet Ae (ura wanfsfer srt AT AAT t x Ll 


dhyānu prathama juga makhabidhi dūjēm. dvapara paritosata prabhu pūjēm. 
3: 
kali kevala mala müla malina. papa payonidhi jana mana mina. 4. 


As a means of finding liberation and deliverance or emancipation and salvation, there 
was a provision of doing contemplation and meditation during the first era called the 
Sata Yuga. During the second era known as Treta Yuga, sacrifices were prescribed. In 
the third era known as the Dwapar Yuga, the Gods were propitiated through worship’. 
93) 

But in the fourth (current) era called Kali Yuga, there is only evil and corruption, 
moral degradation and spiritual impurities all around so much so that the mind of men 
are rolling in this filthy water like a fish in an ocean of sin.” (4) 


['An exactly similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 
102 (b) along with Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that follow it. 


?The horrors of Kali-Yuga has been detailed in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 97; and (i1) Chaupai line no. 8 that precede 
Doha no. 97—to Doha no. 102 (a). 

A similar reference to the ‘fish’ is cited in Vinai Patrika, verse no. 102. | 


ATA HATS TTT HUM | AAA GAT KARTI SAT SITCTT I Ul 
TH ae enfer sifted erat fed Geits cites fig Arar U S N 


nama kamataru kala karala. sumirata samana sakala jaga jala. 5. 
rama nama kali abhimata data. hita paraloka loka pitu mata. 6. 


In such a terrible age (of Kali Yuga), the holy Name of the Lord is like a Kalpa-Taru 
(an all wish-fulfilling tree), the very remembrance of which can abolish all sorts of 
illusions in this world—i.e. the divine and holy Name of the Lord can liberate a 
creature from the net of worldly delusions’. (5) 
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In Kali Yuga, Lord Ram's holy Name can give all desired results and fulfill all 
objectives of a devotee. It is beneficial for the creature in the afterworld after his 
death, while when he is alive in this world it acts as his caring parent”. (6) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 102 (a) and Chaupai line nos. 4-8 
that precede Doha no. 103. 


"There are many verses in Tulsidas’ excellent Book of Prayers known as ‘Vinai 
Patrika’ where Lord Ram's holy Name is compared to a child's caring parent. Some 
of these are the following: verse no. 69, stanza no. 4; verse no. 182, stanza no. 6; 
verse no. 226, stanza no. 5; verse no. 254, stanza no. 1.] 


ale afer Hea o rufa far LTA ATA STATON WH LI 9 li 
carer enfer enue Fear LTA Aah ARTA STAM U N 


nahim kali karama na bhagati bibēkū. rama nama avalambana ekü. 7. 
kalanémi kali kapata nidhanu. nama sumati samaratha hanumanu. 8. 


In Kali Yuga, neither there is a chance to do good deeds, nor is there devotion and 
wisdom. In this depressing scenario, the only resort or avenue (for the creature if he 
wishes to attain emancipation and salvation) is Ram's holy Name’. (7) 

‘Kali’ is like the demon Kalnemi! who was like a treasury of falsehood, lies, 
conceit, deceit, pretensions and other vices, whereas the Lord's ‘Name’ is like 
Hanuman who was very wise and able in every manner. [Here, the holy Name of Lord 
Ram is compared to Hanuman who had slayed this demon, thereby giving the latter 
liberation from bodily bondage in which his soul was trapped. Likewise, the Lord’s 
holy Name can free the creature from all delusions, and provide his soul with the 
spiritual reward of deliverance, emancipation and salvation. ] (8) 


[Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 103 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 4-8 that precede it where an exactly similar idea has been expressed. 

Refer also to Vinai Patrika, verse no. 155 which describes the horrors of Kali- 
Yuga. 


*Kalnemi was sent by Ravana to prevent Hanuman from going ahead to bring the herb 
that would revive Laxman in the battle-field after he fell unconscious upon being hit 
by Meghnad’s arrow. Kalnemi assumed the form of a hermit to trap Hanuman, but the 
latter discovered the demon’s trick and killed him, thereby liberating his soul from the 
body of a demon. This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 56—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 58. 

Similarly, the Lord’s powerful Name helps the creature to attain liberation and 
deliverance from the evil world surrounding him on all sides.] 
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GO. 3TH WTH Ae etna RARA | 


Was SA VECA stir urferfg efer ramen t 3t t 
doha. 


rama nama narakesari kanakakasipu kalikala. 
japaka jana prahalada jimi palihi dali surasala. 27. 


Lord Ram's holy and divine Name is like a Man-Lion (an incarnation of Lord Vishnu 
that is known as Lord Nara-Singha) and Kali is like the demon Hiranya-Kasipu (the 
father of Prahalad)'. Even as the Man-Lion crushed (killed) the demon who was 
tormenting the devotee Prahalad (to abandon his devotion for the Lord), the Name of 
the Lord can destroy all evil forces tormenting the devotees during the era known as 
Kali. (Doha no. 27) 


[The story of Lord Vishnu taking the form of a ‘Man-Lion’ relates to the story of 
Prahalad, the child devotee of the Lord. Lord Nara-Singha is the half lion and half 
man incarnation of Lord Vishnu to slay the demon Hiranyakashipu who had been 
tormenting Prahalad, his son, because the latter worshipped and had devotion for Lord 
Vishnu whom the demon loathed. It is narrated as a note appended to Chaupai line no. 
4 that precedes Doha no. 26 herein above in this Chapter (Baal Kand of Ram Charit 
Manas).] 


alo. Ue Huet ATG SHCTHE | TA ST Hae fafa Wu | eg 
afar at TTT a ITT Te p aes ATS TETAS MAT dU 2 UI 


caupāl. 


bhāyam kubhāyani anakha ālasahūni. nama japata mangala disi dasahūnt. 1. 
sumiri so nāma rama guna gatha. kara'um na'i raghunathahi māthā. 2. 


The holy Name of Lord Ram chanted with either good or bad intentions, in an angry 
mood or even while yawning lazily!, will always be beneficial for the living being and 
do good to him no matter in which of the ten directions of the world he lives”. [To wit, 
Lord Ram's holy, divine and glorious Name is a supreme benefactor of all the 
creatures of this creation, no matter where they live and in which form their soul 
exists in this world. Anyone who invokes the Lord's holy Name, in any way and 
under any circumstance, willingly or unwillingly, with devotion and love or with 
enmity and anger, with a cheerful mind or with a bored demeanour—the holy Name 
of Lord Ram would have its positive effect and bless one and all nevertheless in a 
universal manner, irrespective of everything else.] (1) 

After remembering such a powerful and glorious ‘Name’ of the Lord, a Name 
that is both divine and holy, Tulsidas proceeded to narrate the story of the worldly 
deeds of Lord Ram’. (2) 
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[ There are ample instances in the story of the Ramayana that endorse this 
observation. Lord Shiva continuously repeats Lord Ram's holy Name with devotion 
and affection and faith—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 108. 

Then in sharp contrast we have the demon Marich who was so terrified of 
Lord Ram that he remembered the Lord day and night out of fear, but this unwitting 
remembrance of the Lord made him eligible for the final liberation and deliverance of 
his soul in the hands of the Lord himself—this story is narrated in detail Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 24—to Doha no. 27. 

Then there was Ravana, the demon king, who remembered Lord Ram with 
hostility (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 103), and yet his soul attained a destiny that was envy of all—at the end of 
the war at Lanka, Ravana's soul exited in the form of a lightening streak from his evil 
body of a demon and entered the body of Lord Ram, who was a personified form of 
the Supreme Being, so as to merge with the cosmic Soul and find eternal peace, rest 
and beatitude. This fact is clearly stated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 9-11 that precede Doha no. 103, and Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha 
no. 104. 

We have another example where Lord Ram's holy Name had its miraculous 
effect even when it was remembered upside down in an odd sort of way. It is the 
example of sage Valmiki who had done meditation by using Lord Ram's holy Name 
in the reverse order—i.e. ‘MARA’ instead of ‘RAMA’. Inspite of this unconventional 
way of using any name, Valmiki attained enlightenment and an exalted place amongst 
the greatest sages of all times. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 
5 that precedes Doha no. 19. 

Other such instances abound where a living being had called out Lord Ram’s 
holy Name in distress and was granted instant protection even if he was a sinful one 
all along his life and hadn’t called out the Lord’s holy Name in no way out of any 
devotion or love for the Lord. A reference to such souls is found in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 26 where we read about 
Ajaamil, Gaja and Ganika. 


?The ten directions are the following—north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south- 
west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. 

A similar idea is expressed earlier in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 27. 


?Tulsidas has narrated the wonderful, the most fascinating and charming, and the most 
holy of stories ever told, the divine story of Lord Ram, in his epic rendering of it to 
which he gave the title "Ram Charit Manas’—literally, ‘the story that describes the 
life and time and deeds of Lord Ram who dwells in the heart of devotees and who is 
revered by the mind which remains focused on this story; it is a story that is like a 
lake full of and brimming over with spiritual nectar. 

It is to the noted that Tulsidas has used all his persuasive skills, all possible 
arguments, words and logic to convince us all of the importance of remembering, 
loving and chanting, in having unwavering faith, devotion and loyalty for the holy 
Name of Lord Ram. He has offered all living beings a simple formula that can take 
care of all their spiritual needs. 

The word ‘Ram’, the holy Name of the Lord, has been used as being 
synonymous with both the Nirguna aspect as well as the Saguna aspect of Lord Ram’s 
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divine form. The ‘Nirguna’ aspect refers to that aspect which has no attributes, that is 
invisible, unmanifest, unqualified, cosmic and all-pervading form of the Supreme 
Being known as Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness and the Absolute Truth in creation, 
while the ‘Saguna’ aspect refers to that aspect of the same Supreme Being that is 
visible, that has attributes and a form which we recognise as Lord Ram. To wit, the 
holy Name of Lord Ram bridges the gap between these two aspects of the Supreme 
Being. 

For those of a higher intellect and wisdom, the former aspect of Nirguna is 
more appealing, whereas for the ordinary devotees, the Saguna form is more useful. 
And for those who are neither, Tulsidas has this simple and practical advice—to just 
repeat the Lord's holy and divine Name even without having any faith and conviction 
in the Lord and his divine nature— because he says that Lord Ram's holy Name is just 
like a well chosen medicine for all the spiritual ailments that afflict a creature in this 
world, for once a correct medicine is taken by a sick person then it is no matter how 
that medicine was taken for its good effect will surely show upon the patient, and he 
would be on the path of recovery.] 


(1.2) Barvai Ramayan: 


[The Barvai Ramyan is a short composition of Goswami Tulsidas, consisting of only 
69 two-line verses. Out of them, verse nos. 44 to 69 describe the glory of Lord Ram's 
divine Name. In these verses, Tulsidas urges the mind, the intellect and the heart to 
remain submerged in the divine thoughts of Lord Ram and his holy Name as a means 
of finding all-round spiritual welfare as well as peace and happines. We will now read 
all of them here.] 


eei RIM fdeirog sly vad | 
WA IH ay gendi wifes THU | 146 | | 


kala karala bilokahu ho'i saceta. 
rama nama japu tulasi priti sameta..46.. 


46-Tulsidas says—'Oh my mind, intellect and heart! Be careful and vigilant that the 
terrible Kaal (death) is visible right in front of you visible (i.e. death is imminent; it 
can come to grab you at any time). So, repeat and chant Lord Sri Ram's holy name 
constantly with love, faith and devotion.’ 


viec ra fares er TE | 
gel wa ara us eu ae | 147 || 
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sankata soca bimocana mangala geha. 
tulasī rama nama para kariya saneha..47.. 


47-Tulsidas says—'Oh my mind, intellect and heart! One should have deep and 
abiding affection, love, faith and devotion for Lord Sri Ram's holy name which is the 
destroyer (eliminator) of all types of sorrows, miseries, grief and gloom. This holy 
name is an abode (treasury) of all auspiciousness, welfare and well-being.’ 


ofa «fé 7a fdwr 4 oie TATĪĒI | 
NT A oT gendi Aa Fourier | 48 | | 


kali nahim gyana biraga na joga samadhi. 
rama nama japu tulasi nita nirupadhi..48.. 


48-Tulsidas says—‘Oh my mind, intellect and heart! During Kaliyug (the current era 
of the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction), it is not possible to have Gyan (gnosis; 
wisdom, erudition and knowledge of the essential universal spiritual Truths) or 
Vairagya (detachment, dispassion and renunciation from the material world), and 
neither is it possible to do Yoga (meditative practices and contemplation) nor attain 
Samadhi (a trance-like state of consciousness where one loses awareness of the 
external world and is submerged in eternal bliss). 

Therefore, the only easily available way (to attain abiding peace and happiness 
as well as bliss and emancipation) is to constantly chant and always remember Lord 
Ram's holy name (which is the one-stop destination to have for all spiritual welfare 
and happiness).’ 


[Refer also to: (a) ‘Kavitawali’, Uttar Kand, verse no. 86; and (b) ‘Ram Charit 
Manas', Uttar Kand, (1) Doha no. 78 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that follow it; 
(ii) Doha no. 102; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 103; and Baal 
Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 22; (ii) Doha no. 26 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that follow it. All these verses precisely reiterate what has been 
advised in our present verse no. 48 herein above.] 


WA ATA qz oer fe feg VM | 
KA Rd BA gendi fene A A | 149 | | 


rama nama du'i akhara hiyant hitu jana. 
rama lakhana sama tulasi sikhaba na ana..49.. 


49-Tulsidas says—‘Oh my mind, intellect and heart! Regard the two letters (RA and 
MA) of Lord Ram's holy name as representing Lord Sri Ram and Laxman (his 
brother) respectively, and do not allow any other advice to find place in your heart (or 
mislead you).’ 


[Refer: ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
20. 
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Lord Ram's name has two letters—viz. ‘Raa’ (‘Ra’; pronounced as in the 
English word rather) and ‘Ma’ (pronounced as in the English word mother). Here, the 
poet says that the first letter ‘Raa’ stands for Lord Ram, and the second letter ‘Ma’ 
stands for Laxman. He means that both the brothers love each other so much that they 
are always together and inseparable from one another. 

From a more philosophical perspective we can interpret this to mean that 
creation and its conclusion are inseparable from one another—i.e. that which has 
come into being must end one day. In this analogy, Lord Ram represents ‘creation and 
its sustenance’ because the letter ‘Raa’ symbolically represents this phase of creation, 
while Laxman represents its ‘conclusion’ because the letter ‘Ma’ represents the 
termination of creation. 

How do we deduce this? Well, the pronounce the letter ‘Raa’ we have to open 
our mouth, implying waking up (when a man yawns) and the rise of a new day, and 
when we say ‘Ma’ we close our mouth implying sleep or death or the end of the day. 
This is also what the Upanishads endorse. Refer: Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the 
Atharva Veda tradition.] 


WT ag Te Kaha WT OY TA | 
dendi wife 4 wrerg «rfe fate sra | 150 | | 


maya bapa guru svami rama kara nama. 
tulasi jehi na soha'i tahi bidhi bama..50.. 


50-Addressing himself, Tulsidas says—'Oh my mind, intellect and heart! Lord Ram's 
holy name is akin to a father, a mother, a Guru and a Lord for you’. Those who do not 
like this advice are very unfortunate. It appears that the Creator is opposed to them so 
much so that he has corrupted their wisdom so that they would continue to wallow in 
the murky waters of this tormenting world of delusions and sufferings.’ 


[To wit, such unfortunate people who do not treat Lord Ram’s holy name as their best 
friend and the best means of attaining happiness and spiritual welfare in this world 
can never have liberation and deliverance from the miseries associated with this 
mortal world. They can never hope to find emancipation and salvation of their soul. 
They continue to remain trapped in this world in a perpetual way. 


'Refer: (a) ‘Vinai Patrika’ of Tulsidas, verse no. 79, stanza no. 3; verse no. 28, stanza 
no. 6; verse no. 77, stanza no. 2; verse no. 220, stanza no. 2; and (b) ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 130; Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 47.] 


RTA ATA oY gend sp fure 
Aah Phe Hed ah uweie | |51 || 
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rama nama japu tulasi ho'i bisoka. 
loka sakala kalyana nika paraloka..51.. 


51-Tulsidas says—'Oh my mind, intellect and heart! Recite Lord Ram's holy name 
and be free from all sorrows and worries. This will result in all types of welfare in this 
world as well as the ‘other world’ for you.’ 


[Here Tulsidas means that a person would get emancipation and salvation for his soul 
and find liberation and deliverance from the shackles of the cycle of birth and death if 
one constantly remembers the Lord and repeats his holy name. 

A similar idea is expressed in ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 20.] 


du dRu Weg «M TH SUNT | 
wa d afte RTA wy gendi | |52 | | 


tapa tiratha makha dana nēma upabāsa. 
saba tē adhika rāma japu tulasīdāsa..52.. 


52-Tulsidas says—‘Oh my mind, intellect and heart! Recite the name of Lord Ram 
which is superior in providing spiritual rewards as compared to the cumulative 
benefits that are got by doing Tapa (austerities, penances), Tirtha (pilgrimage), Makha 
(various Yagyas or fire sacrifices and other religious rituals), Daan (making charity), 
Nema (following established rules and procedures), and Upwaas (fasting).’ 


[An exactly similar idea is expressed in ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai 
line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 126. (ii) Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha 
no. 130.] 


HRH NTH AM È UA AB | 
ed UA Ue ore pR Sue |153 | | 


mahima rama nama kai jana mahésa. 
deta parama pada kāsīm kari upadésa..53.. 


53-Lord Shiva knows the potential spiritual powers, the astounding glories, the great 
fame and the grand eclectic virtues of Lord Ram's holy name, for he gives this advice 
of repeating and relying on the name of Lord Sri Ram to a dying person at Kashi 
(Varanasi). 


[It is believed that when a man dies in Varanasi, also known as Kashi, the terrestrial 
abode of Lord Shiva and a famed pilgrim city of India, Lord Shiva utters the holy 
name of Lord Sri Ram, i.e. the word ‘RAM’, in his ears. This immediately unshackles 
the dying man’s soul from the fetters of his sins and provides the man with liberation 
and deliverance. This is called ‘Mukti’. 

Refer: (a) ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 19; (11) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 46; (iii) Chaupai line no. 7 
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that precedes Doha no. 108; and (b) ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 108 (stanza no. 2), and 
verse no. 152 (stanza no. 11) which also say the same thing.] 


aM aife ofa genii ATA ATS | 
Yel Ve «rer d Ay RAT NIS | 1541 | 


jana adi kabi tulasī nama prabha'u. 
ulata japata kola te bha'e risi ra'u..54.. 


54-Tulsidas says that the ancient poet Valmiki had known the potential effects of 
Lord Ram's divine name because by chanting it in the reverse order (as Mara instead 
of Ram) he had transformed himself from a cruel Kol (a tribal hunter) into an exalted 
sage. 


[Refer: (a) ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 19; (b) ‘Geetawali’, Sundar Kand, verse no. 40 (stanza no. 3); (c) ‘Vinai Patrika”, 
verse nos. 151 (stanza no. 7), verse nos. 156 (stanza no. 2), and verse nos. 247 (stanza 
no. 3). 


Valmiki is the sage who had first written the divine story of Lord Ram that came to be 
known as the famous epic *Ramayana'. He was also the sage in whose hermitage Sita, 
the divine consort of Lord Ram, had spent her last days in exile where the Lord's two 
sons Lav and Kush were born. He was a cruel hunter, but one day he was advised by 
sages Sankaadi that no one would share the burden of sins and their horrifying 
consequences that he has been accumulating for himself. Valmiki was taken aback. 
When he asked the sages for a way out of his predicament and how he can now obtain 
freedom from his sins, the sages advised him to do meditation using Lord Ram's holy 
name. Valmiki replied that he is so sinful that he cannot do that, so the sages told him 
to repeat the holy name in the reverse order. By obeying their advice, Valmiki not 
only attained enlightenment but became the famed author of the story of Lord Ram's 
life and time when he penned the Ramayana. Besides this, Lord Ram himself visited 
him in his hermitage during the Lord's sojourn into the forest to eliminate the cruel 
demon race.] 


Goal fs GMS ATA Wary | 
ege UR AAS PR ft g 155 | | 


kalasajoni jiyam jane'u nama pratapu. 
kautuka sagara sokhé'u kari jiyam japu..55.. 


55-Sage Agastya had realised the glory and potent of Lord Ram's holy name in his 
heart, for he had invoked it, and on its strength he had dried up the ocean in a playful 
manner (i.e. without the least effort). 


[The story goes that once when Indra had killed the demon Vrittaasur, the other 
demons led by *Kaaleya' managed to escape and they hid themselves under the water 
of the ocean. From there they began terrorizing the sages and saints on earth. They 
stayed under water during daytime and came out at night to torment and devour these 
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sages, and generally cause nuisance and havoc all around. These demons had not 
spared even such renowned sages of the time as Vashistha, Chyavan and Bharadwaj, 
because the demons attacked their hermitages and killed the junior sages and seers 
who lived there. It was then that the Gods, led by their king Indra, requested sage 
Agastya to somehow expose the demons. At this request the sage had scooped up the 
water of the ocean in a cup made by joining the two palms of his hands and had drunk 
the water of the ocean in one gulp so as to expose the demons. The Gods were then 
able to destroy them. Some of the demons however managed to escape and hid 
themselves in the nether world. This is how the demon race survived then. 

However, when the ocean was completely dried up, it created another problem 
for the world because countless marine creatures began to suffer and die. Besides this, 
the ocean was the largest natural reservoir of water on earth. So the Gods requested 
sage Agastya to refill it. The sage replied that the water has been digested in his 
stomach, but he can oblige the Gods by reproducing the ocean in the form of urine. 
That 1s the reason, according to this legendary story of the Purans, why the ocean is 
corroding, salty and sour— because it is the urine of sage Agastya. 

This fact, that the ocean is corroding, sour and salty because it is the urine of 
sage Agastya is explicitly narrated in the Anand Ramayan (purpoted to have been 
written by sage Valmiki), in its Vilaas Kand (Chapter), ninth Sarga (Canto), verse 
nos. 18-24 where Sita explains to Lopaamudraa, the wife of sage Agastya, why Sri 
Ram had constructed the bridge in order to cross the ocean to reach Lanka. She 
explained that the Lord did not ask the sage to dry up the ocean once again by 
drinking its water because it would be unthinkable to ask the sage to drink his own 
urine. Even if the sage had actually drunk the water, the Lord would be heaped with 
the ignominy of being so selfish that he made a Brahmin drink his own urine so that 
his purpose is served. The Lord did not swim across the ocean because it would be 
insulting and extremely disgusting for the Lord to swim in urine, and it would also be 
improper for him to step across a Brahmin's urine because it is to be regarded as holy 
as the urine of a cow.] 


get ged NA sperat wat uf | 


da WI Wed ped WIR 156 11 


tulasī sumirata rama sulabha phala cari. 
béda purana pukarata kahata purari..56.. 


56-Tulsidas says that the four fruits for all meritorious deeds done in this world (i.e. 
Artha, Dharma, Kaam, Moksha)! are easily available by merely remembering Lord 
Sri Ram's holy name. This fact is asserted clearly and proclaimed unequivocally by 
the Vedas, as well as is endorsed by Lord Shiva’. 


[ The four fruits for good deeds are the following—‘Artha’ or material prosperity and 
wealth; ‘Dharma’ or acquisition of the virtues of righteousness, probity and propriety; 
‘Kaam’ or fulfillment of desires; and ‘Moksha’ or spiritual emancipation and 
deliverance. 


?Refer: ‘Ram Charit Manas', Baal Kand, Doha no. 25.] 
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WA HD R geil ve Prag | 
Ue d afte 4 ue Ta Shaa eg |157 || 


rama nama para tulasī neha nibahu. 
ehi te adhika na ehi sama jivana lahu..57.. 


57-Extolling the greatness and glory of Lord Ram's holy name, Tulsidas says that one 
should have abiding endearment, love, affection and devotion for the Lord's holy 
name. What to talk of being greater than this reward, no other benefit or reward can 
ever become even an equal to it in this world. 


ara ghd qu ake «reo TM | 
Woe YT aa Teil NT | 158 | | 


dosa durita dukha darida dahaka nama. 
sakala sumangala dayaka tulasī rama..58.. 


58-Tulsidas says that Lord Ram's holy name can, on the one hand, burn (destroy or 
eliminate) all faults, sins, sorrows, miseries, wants and poverties that torment a 
person, and on the other hand it can bestow all auspiciousness, goodness, good 
fortunes, welfare and well-being that exist in this world. 


efe fad we fad] oe ga mI 
WA VU AY geni gendiam | 159 | | 


kehi ginati maha ginati jasa bana ghasa. 
rama japata bha'e tulasi tulasidasa..59.. 


59-[Talking about himself and his past, Tulsidas says—] *What did I count and what 
was my standing in the society? My condition was like the wild grass in the forest 
(which is uncared for, trampled upon, and worthless). But by chanting (reciting or 
constantly remembering) Lord Sri Ram's divine name, I have become as pure, revered 
and exalted as the Tulsi (Basil) plant'.” 


['The Tulsi plant is much respected in India as it is a sacred plant because it is dear to 
Lord Vishnu. In this verse, Tulsidas is playing with the word ‘Tulsi’ in his name. 
Earlier in life, the saint had to suffer a lot, having to beg for even basic meals. But 
when he started relying on the Lord’s holy name ‘Ram’ he became very famous even 
during his lifetime. 


The humility, simplicity and piety of Tulsidas, and his absolute faith and devotion for 
Lord Ram, as well as the fact that he credits the Lord for whatever he is and whatever 
he has in this world is reiterated by him in his other books too. For instance we have 
‘Vinai Patrika’, which is a marvellous book of prayers. It has a wide swathe of verses 
in which we read that Tuslidas has expressed a similar emotion as done in the present 
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verse of Barvai Ramayan—e.g. verse nos. 95-96, 109-110, 114, 117-118, 142-143, 
158-160, 171, 208 etc. 

In ‘Kavitawali’ too Tulsidas has used a similar method to pray to Lord Ram in 
its Uttar Kand. Refer specially to verse nos. 46-82. 

It ought to be noted that English versions of both these books has already been 
published by this humble author, and they are available in ebook as well as printed 
book formats for order on-line if the reader so wants. | 


emma FATA wes Ged PR cite | 
Gert KA ATA PR Olas Are | |60 | | 


āgama nigama purāna kahata kari līka. 
tulasī rāma nāma kara sumirana nīka..60.. 


60-Tulsidas says that the Aagam (Tantra Shastra), Nigam (Vedas) and Purans (ancient 
mythological histories of the Hindus) have underlined the fact (i.e. they have all 
unanimously declared) that remembering Lord Ram's holy name is the best path of all 
spiritual paths to be followed by a seeker in this world. 


[Refer: ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha 
no. 45; (i1) Chaupai line nos. 12-14 that precede Doha no. 122.] 


GRE AH NA ww Gag WII 
geet GAR org ag Sal sere | 161 || 


sumirahu nama rāma kara sevahu sadhu. 
tulasi utari jahu bhava udadhi agadhu..61.. 


61-Tulsidas advises that one should constantly remember Lord Sri Ram's holy name, 
and serve people who are saintly, holy, pious and righteous. In this way one can easily 
get to the other side of the ‘Bhavsagar’ (bhava udadhi). 


[The words ‘bhava udadhi’ literally mean an ‘ocean’ that symbolizes this mundane, 
deluding and entrapping ‘world’ of mortal existence that consists of an endless cycle 
of birth and death. This ‘gross world of transmigration’ is considered to be like an 
‘endless ocean’ because there seems to be no end of it in sight. 

Tulsidas says that the only way to cross this seemingly endless ocean is to take 
the help of Lord Ram’s holy name as it acts as a sturdy ship that can easily and 
certainly take a person to the other side. It means that Lord Ram’s holy name will 
provide liberation and deliverance to the soul of the devotee and ensure that he gets 
emancipation and salvation. ] 


oma eR AM pe RA | 
geet Yet aR wer YAT AAI 162 || 
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kamadhenu hari nama kamataru rama. 
tulasī sulabha cari phala sumirata nama..62.. 


62-Tulsidas says that the name of Lord Ram is like a (all wish-fulfilling) Kamdhenu 
cow, while the Lord's form is akin to the (all wish-fulfilling) Kalpa Tree. Merely by 
constantly remembering Lord Ram's holy name, all the four fruits (Artha, Dharma, 
Kaam and Moksha) are easily accessible (to the devotee). 


[The ‘Kamdhenu cow’ is the cow of Gods. It is believed that by serving it one can be 
blessed with all the things one desires. Similarly, the *Kalpa Tree' is a wish fulfilling 
tree of the Gods; all the things that are desired by a person are obtained by 
worshipping this tree. 

The ‘four fruits’ that stand for all the best of rewards that one can expect for 
one's meritorious deeds done in life have been described in verse no. 56. 

Refer also to: (a) ‘Ram Charit Manas’, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 26; Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 27; (ii) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 102; (b) ‘Dohawall’, 
verse no. 27-28, 76, 183, 215, 218.] 


Geil Hed pid mg GAA PYA | 
aS APT SRT WA VA BT | 163 | | 


tulasi kahata sunata saba samujhata koya. 
bare bhaga anuraga rama sana hoya..63.. 


63-Tulsidas says that everyone talks about worshipping Lord Ram and having love, 
devotion, faith and dedication for the Lord, but rarely does anyone implement it. Love 
and devotion for Sri Ram germinates or arises in one's heart only when one is very 
fortunate and lucky. 


[Tulsidas means that it is too easy to preach about having faith in Lord Ram, about 
having devotion and love for Lord Ram, but difficult to practice it. The next verse 
nos. 64-65 are very explicit on this. 

It is only when all the accumulated good deeds done by a man begin to show 
their auspicious results that he is inspired and motivated to worship the Lord and have 
devotion for him. If it does happen, then that man is extremely lucky and fortunate. 
Usually a person who becomes eligible to get rewards for his meritorious deeds in life 
would prefer to such worldly things and material welfare that would showcase his 
success to the world, satisfy his ego, and fulfill his aspirations in this physical world, 
but rarely would one wish to have the grand spiritual reward of having love and 
devotion for the Lord because its benefits are more of a spiritual nature rather than of 
material nature. 

If a person is wise and sagacious enough to know it then surely he will get 
abiding peace, happiness and bliss for himself; he will be blessed with liberation and 
deliverance from the cycle of transmigration which would end all his miseries for 
eternity. His soul would find eternal rest by attaining emancipation and salvation. ] 


yp yp Regd wa « ATI 
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gel xri Wu cw wm MT |164 || 


ekahi ēka sikhavata japata na apa. 
tulasī rama prema kara badhaka papa..64.. 


64-People teach others to recite Lord Ram's holy name, but they do not do it 
themselves. Tulsidas says that it is because their sins and past evil deeds create 
hindrance or obstacles for them. [To wit, the past sins and evil deeds of a man 
prevents him from chanting the holy name of Lord Ram. This name of the Lord is so 
holy and pure that impure and unholy can never come near it; they feel terrified of it. 
So therefore in all sooth and without gainsay, if one truly finds interest in repeating 
the holy name of Lord Ram and loves the Lord then surely he is a blessed soul.] 


[Refer verse no. 63 herein above in this context.] 


Rd Hed Ws Us he xag NA | 
demi amp safe coe wafer URATA | |65 | | 


marata kahata saba saba kaham’ sumirahu rama. 
tulasī aba nahim japata samujhi parinama..65.. 


65-Tulsidas says that when a person is about to die, all advise him to say Lord Ram's 
holy name (so that his soul finds eternal peace and deliverance), but the irony is that 
they don't do it themselves while they are still alive! 


[In verse no. 63 we read that it is easy to preach about reciting the holy name of Lord 
Ram but rarely would one find a person who actually practices what he preaches. Say, 
how blessed and fortunate that man is who remembers the Lord, who is devoted to 
him and repeats the Lord's holy name in his life without waiting for the time when 
others would tell him to do so while he is lying on his death-bed. If the Lord's holy 
name is so powerful and effective that saying it once at the time of death can liberate 
the soul, provide it peace and take it across the world of transmigration, then imagine 
what joy one would have experienced in life if he had done it for a lifetime. Truly 
indeed, his life would be one that is highly blessed, peaceful and enjoyable; a life that 
would be a source of happiness for the man as well as an inspiration for others. But it 
actually does not happen in life because a man remains submerged in worldly 
activities and forgets about the Lord and his benevolence. If he does remember the 
Lord then usually it is when he faces some adversities in life and wants a quick-fix for 
it. Rarely would a man remember the Lord out of pure devotion and love for him. 

All living beings are under the influence of Maya, the forces of delusions that 
cloud their mind and overshadow all wisdom—and this Maya is so overpowering, 
reckless and selfish that it prevents the creature from seeing sense; Maya wants to 
keep the creature trapped in the cycle of birth and death. This is because Maya was 
created by the Creator as a tool to ensure that the wheel of creation goes on rotating 
perpetually. If the creature realized the truth and all found liberation and deliverance 
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by leading a pious life, taking the shelter of the holy name of Lord Ram and seeking 
the Lord's help to find deliverance from the cycle of transmigration for themselves, 
say then how will this wheel of creation set in motion by the Creator continue to go 
on and on?] 


Gea WA «TH VY sere BTS | 
NA fag af Great i Hal A TS | 166 | | 


tulasi rama nama japu ālasa chamdqu. l 
rama bimukha kali kala ko bhayo na bhamdu..66.. 


66-Tulsidas advises that one should discard indolence, lethargy and laxity, and instead 
be vigilant in repeating Lord Ram's holy name constantly. By being opposed to Lord 
Ram, who has not been made to wander aimlessly (like a directionless vagrant or a 
vagabond without a destination) in this world? 


[A person who does not have faith and love for Lord Ram is like a child without a 
parent, or a man without an identity or a nationality. He is like a rudderless ship 
without a captain, a ship that does not have an anchor either. He just keeps drifting 
and drifting in life like a log in the high sea of this mundane existence, buffeted and 
tossed about in a rough and merciless manner. Say, how can such a person ever 
expect to find peace and happiness and stability in life?] 


gendi WA A WA fp A A | 
OH yga VIA WX d SGA | 167 | | 


tulasī rama nama sama mitra na ana. 
jO pahumcava rama pura tanu avasana..67.. 


67-Tulsidas says that there is no other better friend for a person than Lord Sri Ram's 
holy name which can ferry the soul to the abode of the Lord at the time of the 
person’s death (and liberate him from the cycle of birth and death). 


[To wit, Lord Ram is the best friend of all living beings. He cares for all in a selfless 
manner. The Lord is extremely forgiving, merciful, compassionate, kind, graceful and 
benevolent. He is always ready to extend a helping hand to a devotee who seeks the 
Lord’s help. But one must beware—that the Lord does not like pretensions, 
falsehoods, deceit and conceit. One must be honest and truthful in his dealings with 
the Lord, for otherwise punishment becomes due. ] 


WA AR ATA Wer ATA AE | 
OAH OA veas gendi ce 1168 | | 
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rama bharosa nama bala nama sanéhu. 
janama janama raghunandana tulasi dehu..68.. 


68-[Praying to Lord Sri Ram, Tulsidas says—] *Oh Raghunandan (Lord Sri Ram)! 
Give this Tulsidas the assurance that he will get your personal support and protection, 
and the support and protection of your holy and divine name ‘Ram’, along with 
having an abiding love and devotion in both (the Lord himself as well as his holy 
name) in all the future births that he (Tulsidas) might have to take." 


[Refer also to ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 204 where Bharat, the 
younger brother of Lord Ram who was very devoted and faithful to the Lord, has 
prayed for the same blessings when he paid his obeisance to the presiding deity of 
Prayag, the holy pilgrimage site where three holy rivers Ganges, Yamuna and 
Saraswati meet. 

The word ‘Raghunandan’ literally means a son of king Raghu's dynasty. This 
title is applied to Lord Ram because he was born in this noble family of kings who 
descended from king Raghu who ruled the ancient kingdom of Ayodhya. 

In this verse the saint-poet Tulsidas prays to Lord Ram and expresses his wish 
that he should be devoted to the Lord and love him from the core of his heart, and 
treat the Lord as his only friend and benefactor in all the future births he may have to 
take. 

Does this mean that Tulsidas is not sure of his liberation and deliverance 
inspite of having deep devotion for the Lord in his current life? No, it's not that; he 
simply implies that if by chance his sins, that he may have accumulated inadvertently 
in his current life, perforce him to take another birth then his prayers to Lord Ram 
would come in handy for him, for now it would be the Lord's responsibility to ensure 
that Tulsidas remains devoted to him in his new birth and lives a pious life fully 
devoted to the Lord so that finally he finds liberation and deliverance for himself at 
the end of that birth or subsequent birth. 

This idea 1s continued in the next verse no. 69 also.] 


FTH UA Oe Ue dq gehe «gl 
dé dé wa feres «er TE | 169 | | 


janama janama jaham jahan tanu tulasihi dēhu. 
taham taham rama nibahiba natha sanéhu..69.. 


69-[Tulsidas prays to Lord Ram. He says—] ‘Oh Lord, in whichever form you (i.e. 
the Supreme Creator, Lord Ram) make this Tulsidas take birth again in this world, I 
beseech you most earnestly oh my dear Lord that you should uphold your promise of 
having love, endearment and affection for me for all times to come, and therefore 
make sure that I have your benevolence and love in the new life the way I have it in 
this current life.’ 


[This is a sort of concluding thanksgiving note by Tulsidas. He acknowledges that 
Lord Ram is merciful to him and loves him too. So Tulsidas prays to the Lord to keep 
him under his wings in his next birth too so that he does not have to worry about 
anything. Who knows what tricks Maya (the delusion-creating powers of the Creator) 
may play on him so that he becomes deluded like other living beings, and under the 
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influence of Maya he may forget the Lord. So in a way Tulsidas plays his hands safe 
by praying to Lord Ram that it is he, the Lord, who has to ensure that Tulsidas 
remains safe and sound even in his next birth.] 


Kk K 2 2K k 


(1.3) Dohawali: 


[Tulsidas’ book titled ‘Dohawali’ is a collection of 573 two-line verses that are called 
‘Doha’. These Dohas are like an marvellous collection of priceless gems of wisdom 
pertaining to the temporal world as well as to spiritualism. For the purpose of our 
present Book we shall, however, select and read an assortment of the Dohas that are 
relevant to the theme of this Book, viz. ‘Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name’.] 


4. Rage ws fea sre wy fre Cres BAT | 
TA ATA SU SaR ga sa TAA <a |I 


4. citrakūta saba dina basata prabhu siya lakhana samēta. 
rāma nāma japa jāpakahi tulasī abhimata dēta.. 


Lord Ram, along with Sita and Laxman, always reside in Chitrakoot. Tulsidas says he 
(Sri Ram) fulfils the wishes of all those who (constantly) chant his holy Name (i.e. the 
holy Mantra 'Ram') with faith, conviction, devotion and sincerity. (4) 


[This Doha appears in Ram Agya Prashnawali in 2/5/7. Here the context is the time 
after Bharat had gone back to Ayodhya from Chitrakoot, having failed to persuade the 
Lord to return home. The place known as Chitrakoot has great natural beauty—with 
mountains, rich forests and the pristine water of river Mandakini. Amongst the 
different places where the Lord stayed during his 14 years of exile period, Chitrakoot 
occupies a pride of place. Tulsidas is very enchanted by the beauty of this place. So he 
prefers to describe the beauty of the Lord's sight at this place because the Lord's 
beauty coincides with the beauty of Nature surrounding him. 

Tulsidas says that a person must make his heart and mind so beautiful that the 
Lord lives in them happily as he lived in Chitrakoot. Besides this, the remembrance of 
the holy Name of Lord Ram gives the person the same peace and solace that one 
obtains in the extremely enchanting and beauteous environs of Chitrakoot.] 


5. Wa STER "bel IT FY TH ATA We GT | 
Weber Gare PATS HA KAA Tastes | 
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5. paya ahara phala kha'i japu rama nama sata masa. 
sakala sumangala sid'dhi saba karatala tulasidasa.. 


Chant Lord Ram's holy Name for 6 months, surviving either by drinking milk or 
eating fruits. Tulsidas says by doing so, all the 'Siddhis' (great spiritual achievements, 
mystical powers and fruits of labour) and all sorts of auspiciousness and good 
fortunes would be easily available to the person without making much effort or 
striving for them separately endlessly. (5) 


[This Doha appears in Ram Agya Prashnawali in 7/4/7. 

The time frame of *6 months’ has a symbolic value. It is to stress that the 
spiritual benefits that one gets after spending a whole lifetime in following the 
rigorous laws of Dharma (observing principles of righteousness, auspiciousness, 
probity, propriety and noble conduct and thoughts, morality and ethics), observing 
strict codes of righteous conduct and auspicious thoughts, doing Yoga (meditation) 
complete with its eight limbs or branches such as Dhyan (contemplation) etc., doing 
so many other religious deeds such as making charities, going on pilgrimage, doing 
sacrifices, observing many strict vows, being diligent and alert in one's actions and 
thoughts, so on and so forth—all such and many more other spiritual and worldly 
rewards or benefits are available to a person if he simply spends some time in 
meditating upon Lord Ram's holy Name and having devotion for Lord Ram. 

In short, what rewards one gets with so much labour and spending so much 
time is available to him so very easily if he just takes some time off his busy life to 
meditate upon the holy Name of Lord Ram and having devotion for the Lord. 

The time frame of six months to attain one's spiritual goal of final liberation 
and deliverance is miniscule as compared to the time scale that the soul has to spend 
wandering from one birth to another in countless numbers of bodies in as many 
countless numbers of births in search of its liberation and deliverance. 

A wise man must strive for rewards that have eternal value, value that is 
sustainable and universal, rather than a reward that has superficial value of fleeting 
importance. So, the soul's emancipation and salvation that is obtained by repeating 
and depending upon Lord Ram's holy and all-powerful divine Name is always 
preferred as a reward by wise men as compared to transient gains and worldly fame 
obtained by doing so many other religious deeds and noble undertakings that are 
deemed to be auspicious and rewarding.] 


6. wmm afad ae she Sed zn | 
genet sf are Sit ref SRA | | 


6. rama nama manidīpa dharu jiha dēharīm dvāra. 
tulasī bhītara bahérahum jaurn cāhasi uji'āra.. 


Tulsidas says that if you wish to light up both the inside and the outside of you (i.e. if 
you wish to have enlightenment as well as knowledge of both the spiritual world as 
well as the mundane world), the best way is to keep the lamp of Ram's Name on the 
doorway of your mouth (i.e. keep on constantly repeating the holy Name of 'Ram'). 


(6) 
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[This Doha appears in Tulsidas’ Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, as its Doha no. 21. 

A light of an ordinary lamp can be extinguished either when the oil is 
exhausted or by a gust of wind, thereby causing darkness. But Sri Ram's holy Name is 
such that the illumination would be permanent. The ‘darkness’ here refers to 
ignorance and delusions that prevent the Atma, the soul of the living being, from 
seeing and experiencing the truth of his pure conscious ‘self’ as well as seeing the 
goal of his life. A deluded person is like a ship without a rudder in the choppy ocean, 
a ship that is tossed and turned violently and never able to reach its destination. An 
ignorant person is like one who gets terrified on seeing a length of rope lying on the 
ground, thinking it to be a serpent.] 


7. fea Fels vate rp Cea TH TH | 
"4é We Wye Aad Tee enfer aay || 


7. hiyam nirguna nayananhi saguna rasanā rāma sunama. 
manahum purata samputa lasata tulasi lalita lalama.. 


Tulsidas says that constantly remembering in one's heart the Supreme Being who is 
formless and without attributes, keeping the Lord's divine form (as described in verse 
nos. 1-3) within one's sight (i.e. keeping the mind focused on the holy portrait of the 
Lord God known as Ram), and repeating the spiritually enchanting and beautiful 
Name of the Lord (i.e. ‘Ram’) by the tongue- these are like priceless and magnificent 
gems that have been placed in a beautiful golden box’. 

According to Tulsidas, the Lord's holy Name ‘Ram’ is far superior to either or 
both the Saguna as well as the Nirguna forms of God which are like the two lids of the 
golden box. (7) 


[ Here, the body is the golden box. The three gems that are placed in this box are (i) 
the Atma that resides in the heart of the devotee and is a representative of the cosmic 
Atma or the cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm or the Parmatma who is 
invisible, all pervading and all-encompassing, the Atma that the individual is expected 
to meditate upon, (ii) the vision of the Lord in the form of Lord Ram which the 
individual’s mind should remain focused on and contemplating upon, and (iii) the 
holy Name of the Lord that the individual is expected to keep repeating by his tongue. 
If this happens then the ordinary body becomes ‘golden’ or worthy, otherwise it is just 
like a sac full of bones, flesh, muscles, excreta and blood. 

This stanza advises the devotee how to meditate upon Lord Ram in the proper 
way. He must involve his heart, mind, eyes and tongue, all of them together. While 
doing Japa (repetition) of the holy Name of Lord Ram with his tongue, the devotee 
must keep the holy vision of the Lord in the front of his ‘mental eyes’—that is, the 
holy image of Lord Ram must be firmly established in the sub-conscious aspect of the 
‘mind’ so that inspite of seeing the physical world when one has to deal with it, this 
image of the world is kept outside and not allowed to enter the sub-conscious aspect 
of the mind which is occupied by the holy image of the Lord. Not only this, the 
devotee must realise that the cosmic Consciousness known as the Parmatma resides 
inside his own heart as the Atma, and therefore while repeating the Lord holy Name 
with his tongue and keeping his mind focused on the divine vision of the Lord he 
should also meditate upon the Parmatma enshrined in his own heart as the Atma. 
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There is yet another way how this stanza can be interpreted. A man must be 
wise and enlightened enough to realise that the invisible Parmatma that lives in his 
heart as his Atma has revealed himself as the visible world outside. All that exists is 
one or the other form of the same Parmatma which the scriptures prefer to call Brahm, 
the Supreme Being, the cosmic Consciousness. That is, a wise and self-realised man 
sees the Parmatma everywhere in the physical world. All forms of creatures he sees in 
this world are one or the other forms of Parmatma. Since the Atma that lives in each 
living being is an image of the Parmatma, it follows that there is no difference 
between the Atma that lives inside a person's own body in his heart and the Atma that 
lives in the body of the other person. This principle of non-duality of the Atma is the 
foundation of Advaita Vedanta. 

So true devotion is achieved when one remains contemplative and constantly 
meditates upon the Lord by repeating his holy Name ‘Ram’ while being focused on 
the Atma internally and virtually seeing the Lord as existing in all the visible forms 
that he sees in the external world. 


“In this stanza, Lord Ram's holy Name is compared to a magnificent gem, and Saguna 
and Nirguna aspects of God are like the bottom and top of the golden box where the 
gem is placed. The Saguna aspect of the Supreme Being is the one that has attributes 
and a physical form—such as that of Lord Ram, and the Nirguna aspect of the same 
Supreme Being is the one which has no attributes and visible forms—such as that of 
Lord Vishnu, the macrocosmic form of the Lord. 

Refer also Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 22 which says “ascetics keep spiritually awake by repeating the Lord's holy 
Name by their tongue, and this helps them to be perfect renunciates and abandon the 
trap of delusions that has spread around them in the world created by the Maya of the 
creator". 

Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 
23. They say that—“Brahm, the Supreme Being, has two forms—one is the Saguna 
form, i.e. the form that is visible, has attributes, special characteristics and a physical 
gross form, and the other is Nirguna, which is the opposite of Saguna and is the 
cosmic all-pervading universal form of the Lord. These two forms are from time 
immemorial, are eternal and equally true. They are indescribable and fathomless. 
They are equally beautiful and mystical. In my (Tulsidas’) view, the Name of the 
Lord is superior to them both, and it has been able to keep both the forms of the Lord 
under its spell. That is, one may be confused about which of the two forms of Brahm 
should one pursue for his spiritual needs, but the Lord's holy Name bridges this gap; 
it sort of helps the spiritual aspirant to tide over this dilemma by taking him 
effortlessly across the world and provide his soul liberation and deliverance. Pursuing 
the Lord through the twin path of Saguna and Nirguna is like dealing with fire— 
because the Saguna form of the Lord is like the visible form of fire, and the Nirguna 
form is like the latent fire that lives inherently in firewood. Fire in whatsoever form is 
dangerous as it would burn the person. The holy and divine Name of the Lord is like 
knowing about the virtues of fire (that it burns impurities) without actually getting 
one's fingers burnt. That is why I regard the Name of the Lord as being superior to the 
two forms of the Lord. 

Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness and the Holy Spirit, is immaculate and 
taintless; it resides in the bosom of all living beings as their consciousness, their 
Atma, their soul, their Spirit. Inspite of the fact that Brahm is a fountainhead and a 
reservoir of eternal and fathomless bliss, the creatures are still engulfed in sorrows 
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and miseries (though Brahm resides in their inner self as the Atma). This dilemma can 
be overcome by the help of the holy Name of the Lord—by diligently pursuing it, by 
faithfully taking its refuge, by knowing what the name means, to whom does it 
belong, what are its mystical powers and spiritual benefits etc., on can be enlightened 
about the otherwise enigmatic and unknown Brahm (and therefore attain eternal peace 
and bliss so characteristic of Brahm-realisation) just like the case when one begins to 
appreciate the importance and material benefits of possessing a piece of stone which 
turns out to be a priceless when its value and uniquness is established or discovered." 


8. m em vf ga afé fri ada | 
gers fig THe TH sita AR 11 


8. saguna dhyana ruci sarasa nahim nirguna mana te düri. 
tulasī sumirahu ramako nama sajīvana mūri.. 


One does not have devotional interest in the Saguna form of the Lord God which has 
a physical form that is visible and easy to relate to, nor does one understand the true 
nature, meaning and essence of the Nirguna (formless) aspect of the Supreme Being 
because of it being too abstract and beyond his comprehension. 

Tulsidas says in such a condition one should partake of the herb called Sri Ram's 
holy Name (i.e. the holy mantra of Sri Ram—which is RAM") as a remedy for all 
spiritual ills associated with ignorance, delusions and incompetence as well as lack of 
wisdom and knowledge. (8) 


[Tulsidas means that the easiest way of attaining emancipation and salvation of the 
soul is to rely on the stupendous spiritual and astounding divine powers of the Lord's 
holy Name ‘Ram’. The other two ways to attain the same objective are extremely 
difficult in the current era. These two ways are the following— 

(1) Having love and devotion for the Supreme Being's incarnation in the form 
of Lord Ram. It is difficult for a person because devotion and love have their seat in 
the heart, and this heart is pre-occupied with worldly attachments and longings. The 
mind too is engrossed in the affairs of the world which seem real to it. These two 
instruments being somehow occupied by the thoughts of the world leaves no space for 
devotion and love for the Lord to take a foothold. A man is always surrounded by the 
material world in which he lives, a mortal world that is steeped in delusions and so 
confusing that a person is left dazed and perplexed under its onslaught. 

(ii) The other method is to realise the Supreme Being through the path of 
knowledge, enlightenment, wisdom, contemplation and meditation, but this path is 
more difficult than the first because it requires higher levels of discriminatory powers 
of the intellect and a superior wisdom that few possess. An ordinary person does not 
have the required level of wisdom and the ability of the mind to ponder into the 
unknown and to understand something exceptionally ethereal and sublime. One of the 
reasons why this is difficult is that the mind has been trained to understand things 
related to the material world that is gross in nature, and not of a world that has a 
sublime and ethereal existence. The material world of sense objects is easy to see, 
hear, feel, taste and smell, but the ethereal world is too sublime for the sense organs of 
the body to perceive. 
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So these two paths seem virtually blocked for an ordinary spiritual aspirant. 
Hence, the only path—which fortunately is extremely easy and comfortable to 
follow—left for him to follow is to rely upon the holy Name of the Lord, which is 
‘Ram’, to find his way to liberation and deliverance. 

Incidentally, this name ‘Ram’ is also called the ‘Tarak Mantra* —1.e. it is a 
divine and mystical spiritual formula that helps the creature to attain liberation and 
deliverance from this world and its inherent problems, pains, miseries, troubles and 
tribulations. The emancipation and salvation of a creature's soul or Atma is taken care 
of by the powerful influence of the Tarak Mantra. It kind of lifts one out of the 
quagmire in which he finds himself trapped; it is like key that liberates the soul from 
the shackle of the gross body and provides deliverance to the creature from the 
endless cycle of miseries and pains associated with the mundane gross world in which 
he lives as well as the endless cycle of birth and death in which he finds himself 
entangled. 

The name of the Lord, i.e. RAM, is so easy to access that even the illiterate 
man can say it as easily as one who is exceptionally learned and enlightened. Its 
effects are magical for the welfare of the soul as well as the physical being of the 
creature himself. He derives immense mental peace and tranquility by repeating the 
Lord's holy Name ‘Ram’. It is like a balm that is applied over weary nerves to soothe 
them.] 


9. Ub 93 Us Wee We sur R HS | 
TT TIS ATA F RT ÍSRTSRT WIS 11 


9, ēku chatru ēku mukutamani saba baranani para jo'u. 
tulasī raghubara nama ke barana birajata do'u.. 


Tulsidas says that the two letters of Lord Ram's name (Ra and Ma) crown all the 
words and alphabets of the Hindi language-the former as an umbrella [the sign that is 
put on the top of a letter and pronounced as 'ref—e.g. the equivalent sound of the 


English word rum or wrung], and the other as a crown jewel [the sign (8) put on the 


top of a letter and pronounced as 'anuswar which has an equivalent English 
pronunciation in the word rung ]. (9) 


[This Doha appears in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand as Doha no. 20. The symbolism 
of the two signs of ‘Ref’ and ‘Anuswar’ is obvious. Like a king whose crown jewels 
and the ceremonial umbrella over the head adds to his royal splendour and majesty, 
all the alphabets of the Sanskrit language, which is the language of the scriptures, and 
the Hindi language, which is the national language of India, get their majesty and 
authority because of the presence amongst them of these two letters of the Lord’s holy 
Name 'Ram'—4.e. the letters ‘Ra’ and ‘Ma’. 

The three components of the name ‘Ram’ are the following—Ra, Aa, and Ma. 
These are regarded as being equivalent to the three subtle sounds of the divine Mantra 
‘OM’ which pertains to the cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm, and the cosmic 
vibration generated by this Consciousness that is known as Pranav. 

The spiritual and metaphysical importance as well as the significance of Lord 
Ram's divine and holy Name ‘Ram’ vis-à-vis the ethereal Mantra OM which pertains 
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to the supreme Brahm is elaborately explained in two Upanishads devoted to Lord 
Ram—viz. Ram Rahasya Upanishad and Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva 
Veda tradition. Canto 2 of the Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad is especially devoted to 
this topic. These two Upanishads have been included as part of volume no. 5 dealing 
with the Upanishads of the Atharva Veda which is a part of the series on the 108 
Upanishads published by this author.] 


10. CEU al is 8 Ha TTS CE 
ath TE He TS ale StH XP SA || 


10. nama rama ko anka hai saba sadhana haim sūna. 
anka ga'ēm kachu hatha nahim anka rahém dasa güna.. 


Lord Ram's holy Name ‘RAM’ is like a 'numeral' (such as 1, 2, 3 etc.), and all other 
means of salvation and emancipation are like 'zero' (0). This zero has no value if it is 
not preceded by any of the numerals — and when it is preceded by any one of the 
numerals then the same zero assumes great value because it is honoured as being able 
to add a ten-fold or hundred-fold or thousand-fold value to the numeral. But sans the 
numeral, the zero is equivalent to naught. (10) 


[Note—The zero taken independently has no value of its own; it is equivalent to 
naught or nothing. But it becomes very effective at adding value to any given entity if 
it is preceded by any of the numerals. At the same time, all cardinal numbers are 
enhanced in their value when they are accompanied by zero. 

In simple words it means that all the avenues of spiritual welfare and worldly 
well-being are effective and meaningful only when the Lord’s holy Name precedes 
them. Sans this name they are all worthless like the numeral zero. To take an example 
from the world, all the royal regalia, pomp and circumstance of an emperor have no 
meaning if the emperor himself is missing from the throne. 

All means of salvation become more effective or enhanced in their value if 
they are accompanied by Lord Ram’s holy Name. All other Mantras and spiritual 
practices have their importance and effect only when they are sanctified by first 
invoking the holy Name of Lord Ram. Otherwise they lose their strength and spiritual 
value, and instead become meaningless rituals. 

All spiritual efforts that a creature undertakes would be useless and ineffective 
if they are not honoured by the presence of the Lord’s holy Name. They are like food 
without salt. Any food becomes tasteless and unpalatable if a tiny amount of salt is 
not added to it. Similarly, all spiritual undertakings become boring and lusterless 
without the shine of Lord Ram’s holy Name. ] 


D]. AU A Heras Hf Hears Prag | 
ot AfĒRA at Sp d ga gang 11 


11.  namu rama ko kalapataru kali kalyana nivasu. 
jo sumirata bhayo bhamga ter tulasī tulasidasu.. 
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In Kaliyug, Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpataru (the all wish-fulfilling celestial 
tree of Gods), and it is like a treasury of all auspiciousness and welfare. It is 
benefactor of all the living beings in every possible way. 

Tulsidas was as worthless as Bhaang (a hallucination producing herb called 
Tetra hydro — cannabis sativa) early in his life, but when he started chanting or 
repeating the Lord's holy Name ‘Ram’ he was transformed into a worthy person who 
is as venerated and respected by the society as the holy Tulsi plant (the holy Basil 
plant). (11) 


[The comparison is symbolic. If one reads the life of Tulsidas he will come to know 
that this great saint was born in a very inauspicious moment. The configuration of 
stars indicated that his parents would die soon. Soon after his birth his mother died, 
and the foster mother who had adopted the helpless child died too. His father 
abandoned this inauspicious son, and Tulsidas had to beg from house to house to feed 
his stomach even in the early stage of life when he was merely six to seven years old. 
He was reviled by his family and the society at large. They treated him with disdain 
like a sober man treats Bhaang or any other herb that produces hallucinations. But 
when the same Tulsidas took the refuge of Lord Ram and started repeating the Lord's 
holy Name he became a colossus amongst all his peer saints, and got more acclaim 
than any of them. Even today, the name of Tulsidas is taken with the greatest of 
respect in India, and he is regarded as a personified form of the virtue of Bhakti 
(devotion, dedication) for the Supreme Being who incarnated as Lord Ram. 

As compared to Bhaang which is despised in the scriptures and is to be 
avoided in all religious affairs, the Tulsi is regarded as very holy and dear to Lord 
Vishnu whose physical incarnation was Lord Ram. The leaves of the Tulsi plant are 
used to sanctify food offered to the Lord, but the leaves of the Bhaang are treated as 
being defiling and polluting the same food. 

The main thrust of this comparison is to stress the importance and significance 
of Lord Ram's holy Name as compared to all other Mantras and spiritual formulas in 
existence.] 


I2. qa aA oft ste oa SU Gad quur | 
Teeth set St strove at SHTS[ bI safer || 


12. rama nama japi jiham jana bha'e sukrta sukhamali. 
tulasī iham jo alas! gayo aju ki kāli.. 


Tulsidas says that by doing Japa (repeating or chanting)' Lord Ram's holy Name with 
the tongue, people have become purified, most happy and contented. But those who 
are lazy in chanting the name are bound to get ruined and face all sorts of horrors 
sooner or later. (12) 


['‘Japa’ can be done by the tongue because it is the only instrument of the body which 
allows a person to speak. Tulsidas says that a person never tires of speaking on so 
many subjects related to this world and life in it, but when it comes to doing Japa with 
the holy Name of Lord Ram people get weary, become bored, and begin to yawn. 
How stupid they are, he says. There are umpteen numbers of instances when a Jiva, a 
living being, has attained the highest spiritual stature by simply relying upon this 
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single Mantra—the holy Name of Lord Ram. Some of the instances are sage Valmiki, 
the crow saint Kaagbhusund, the vulture Jatau, the low-caste woman Sabari, Ajaamil, 
the child devotees Prahalad and Dhruva, the celestial sage Narad, etc. Even Lord 
Shiva who is considered as the most enlightened God relies upon Lord Ram's holy 
Name to obtain eternal bliss and spiritual enlightenment. 

All other means of spiritual attainment require effort and energy, but repeating 
the Lord's holy Name ‘Ram’ by the tongue is so easy and effective. But still the 
creature feels lazy to do so. Tulsidas admonishes them and says that it is the easiest 
thing to do in this world—the name can be repeated anywhere, anytime and under any 
circumstance. Even an illiterate person can repeat the word “Ram” with as much ease 
as a wise and learned man. Hence, this holy Name of the Lord is a panacea of spiritual 
welfare that is available to all the living beings just like the sunshine that does not 
discriminate between any two entities but gives light and energy to the entire world 
with equanimity and impartiality.] 


13. qm miaa at ws Sd SIS a | 
Tet Fa Rea dfe sx seem eram 11 


13. nama garibanivaja ko raja deta jana jani. 
tulasī mana pariharata nahim ghura bini'a ki bani.. 


Tulsidas says the name of Lord Ram is such a magnanimous benefactor and a 
benevolent giver that it liberally and without reservations gives the kingdom of the 
world to those who chant or repeat it (i.e. it gives salvation and emancipation to the 
soul of those who repeat the holy Name of the Lord without discrimination), thinking 
them to be loyal followers and devotees of the Lord. But this mind is such a miserable 
wretch and a un-believer that it does not abandon its habit of searching grains in a 
rubbish heap (i.e. it seeks pleasure in base elements and sense objects of this world.) 


(13) 


[The word ‘ghura bini'ā” refers to the hen that has the habit of digging into heap of 
rubbish in search of grains even if it is fed properly and pampered like a favourite pet. 
The mind of a creature is like this greedy hen because inspite of having access to the 
holy Name of Lord Ram which can fulfill all its needs it still prefers to dwell on 
mundane subjects of this mortal and deluding world of sense objects though it known 
very well that this world and its objects can never give it eternal peace and happiness. ] 


14. adi fate aft qq ast efe Ag ast aT | 
Tere Si et St YAN TA TH ST || 


14.  kāsīm bidhi basi tanu tajēm hathi tanu tajem prayaga. 
tulasī jo phala so sulabha rama nama anuraga.. 


Tulsidas says that the spiritual fruit in the form of Moskha (emancipation and 
salvation) of soul which one obtains by living a righteous way of life and then dying 
in Kashi (Varanasi), or by leaving the mortal body forcefully (i.e. by doing severe 
penances and austerities, collectively called Tapa or hard spiritual practices) in Prayag 
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(Allahabad; Triveni)—the same spiritual reward can be obtained very easily by 
having love, devotion and affection for Lord Ram's holy Name without having to 
undertake so strict and rigours methods. (14) 


[To wit, the Moksha that one obtains in these famous pilgrim places by observing 
strict codes of conduct and religious vows is as easily available to a spiritual aspirant 
if he simply takes the shelter of Lord Ram's holy Name. If he does so, then he need 
not even spend any time at these places, or for that matter in any other holy place or 
observing any other sanctified religious process, for this benefit can easily be obtained 
by simply repeating the holy Name of Lord Ram at the place where the aspirant is 
residing at present, and in the circumstance where he has to live in this world. 

The holy Name of Lord Ram needs no special preparations and religious 
observations to be effective. Rather, it is the foundation upon which all other methods 
for spiritual liberation and deliverance, as well as happiness and peace of the soul 
depend. 

Kashi is called the Avimukta Kshetra—1.e. the terrestrial realm which has the 
mystical ability to provide the creature his liberation and deliverance. This ability 
comes from a boon which Lord Shiva obtained from Lord Ram according to which 
Lord Shiva was granted the authority and power to provide liberation to the soul of all 
those who die in Kashi by uttering the holy Name ‘Ram’ in the ears of the dying 
creature. So, in the final analysis the actual Mukti (liberation and deliverance) or 
Moksha (emancipation and salvation) is granted by the holy Name ‘Ram’ of the Lord. 
Prayag is also called Triveni because it is the confluence of three holiest rivers of 
India—viz. Ganges, Yamuna and Saraswati. They represent Lord Vishnu who is the 
protector and sustainer of creation, Yam who is the God of Death that is represented 
by Lord Shiva, and Brahma who is the creator of the visible world. These three deities 
represent the Trinity Gods, and in turn represent the entire cycle of birth and death— 
i.e. creation, its development and growth, and its final conclusion. A person who does 
Tapa here is able to transcend these three phases of creation by burning all his 
spiritual impurities in the fire of austerity and penances (Tapa) which ultimately helps 
to cleanse and purify his inner self known as the Atma, and thereby become 
equivalent to the Supreme Self known as Brahm or the Parmatma. 

Tulsidas says that the same objective is fulfilled much more easily by 
repeating the holy Name of Lord Ram—1.e. the word Mantra ‘Ram’. ] 


15. Hat sme agafā wt Uae ate U | 
TARA TARA YAN TA ATA 25 A |I 


15. | mitho aru kathavati bharo rauntā'ī aru chema. 
svaratha paramaratha sulabha rama nama ke prema.. 


Having sweets, and that even by the bowlful, having the rights, powers and authority 
of a king but abstain from having ego, pride and pleasures that are associated with and 
integral to being a king, and simultaneously having the benefit of enjoying the 
comforts and pleasures of this material world of sense objects as well as being able to 
obtain welfare and liberation of the soul—Tulsidas says it is impossible to have these 
two contradictory benefits or rewards simultaneously. But the glory, the mystical 
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power and the authority of Lord Ram's holy Name is such that it makes it possible for 
the living being to obtain all the rewards together and at the same time. (15) 


[To wit, even that which is considered impossible becomes possible on the strength of 
Lord Ram's holy Name. Good fortunes come to him in abundance like the bowl full 
of sweets. He enjoys the greatest of physical comforts and happiness like the ones 
enjoyed by kings, but his Atma or soul remains free from the sin of being engrossed 
in the enjoyment of the pleasures of the material sense objects of the world and 
remaining indulgent in self gratification like the king does. Inspite of being able to 
live and enjoy all the comforts and pleasures afforded in this material world he still 
becomes eligible to get Mukti (liberation and deliverance) of the soul. His soul is 
never trapped in sins and the quagmire known as the world.] 


16. TAA gf Rd Sse FISH STU. Hod | 
HICH FOR USAT ced Far ATA || 


16. rama nama sumirata sujasa bhajana bha'e kujati. 
kutaruka surupura rajamaga lahata bhuvana bikhyati.. 


By remembering Lord Ram's holy Name, even lowly and unfortunate people (i.e. 
those of low birth such as Ganika and Ajaamil) became eligible for good fame, 
honour, respect and the best of luck and fortunes in this world. Worthless trees that 
line the route to heaven! (such as the trees near the bank of the holy river Ganges that 
is supposed to pave a soul's way to heaven) become famous and worthy of admiration 
in the three worlds (called the ‘Tribhuvan’). (16) 


[ This route to heaven has only symbolic value. These trees are used as a metaphor to 
imply that even worthless creatures who take the shelter of Lord Ram and his holy 
Name become respected in the society and given high honour much like those who 
are renowned for their high knowledge and wisdom or for their stature in society 
obtained by a number of factors, such as their noble birth and worldly 
accomplishments. 

The three worlds too have a symbolic meaning—1.e. the whole world. 
Other possible meanings are the following—(a) Along the route to any place, there 
are three places where the itinerant traveler rests—(1) under the shade of the tree, (11) 
near some water body, and (iii) a village or other inhabited area. 

(b) Then again, the term ‘three worlds’ refer to the past life, the present life 
and the future life. 

(c) Technically speaking, the three worlds are the terrestrial world, the nether 
world and the heavenly world.] 


|7. TARA WU AS STF WAR S NSW | 
TA TA fira Fete Geet spas acts || 


17. svaratha sukha sapanéhum agama paramaratha na prabésa. 
rama nama sumirata mitahim tulasi kathina kalesa.. 
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Tulsidas says that those who are so unfortunate that they neither have the minimum 
level of happiness or joy in this mundane world even in their dreams, nor do they 
have entry on the path of salvation and emancipation leading to the attainment of final 
spiritual bliss—even they can eliminate their miseries, agonies, torments and 
sufferings by remembering Lord Ram's holy Name. 

[These sufferings may relate either to their existential circumstances in this 
mortal world or their spiritual welfare. Both are taken well care of if such unfortunate 
persons take the shelter of Lord Ram's holy Name.] (17) 


[8. ARAN a He Hele Tal sg ST | 
oh qu arate uf unfer sb qend snp TH 11 


18. | mora mora saba kahanř kahasi tū ko kahu nija nama. 
kai cupa sadhahi suni samujhi kai tulasī japu rama.. 


[Addressing the common man who is not aware of the spiritual truths, who is 
surrounded by delusions and is ignorant of the reality of this world as well as his own 
‘self’, Tulsidas says—] 

You call every one 'mine' in this mortal and deluding world. Well, tell me who 
you are, and what your real name is'? 

Tulsidas tells such an ignorant and deluded man— Either you should realise 
your 'true self ' (stop differentiating between myself and yourself), and having thus 
become truly ‘realised and enlightened’ you must keep quiet and turn inwards towards 
the Lord known as the Parmatma who resides within you as your Atma, or you should 
simply chant Lord Ram's holy Name (as the easier way out of this spiritual debate and 
moral dilemma)”. (18) 


['Here, Tulsidas is speaking the greatest of truths enunciated in the Upanishads about 
the true nature of the ‘self? and the world. Briefly, the scriptures say that the living 
beings ‘true self’ is not the gross body which is visible to the world, but it is the Atma, 
the soul, which is pure consciousness. This Atma is the same in each living being that 
exists in this world. The Atma is the only entity that is the ‘Truth’, the reason being 
that ‘Truth’ is eternal, infinite, unchangeable, steady and imperishable, and this Atma 
possesses all these qualities, while the rest of the world, including the gross body in 
which this Atma lives, has the opposite characters—it is perishable, limited, gross and 
subject to change from the instant it is born. Therefore, the world is ‘not the truth’. 
The man is so foolish that he calls this untrue world as ‘mine’ and neglects the 
‘truthful Atma’ as being non-existent. What more stupid can he be? 

There is another reason why Tulsidas admonishes the him. The gross body is 
not the truthful identity of the person because it is the Atma that is his ‘true self’. This 
Atma is the same in all the living beings as stated above. Then is it not foolish to call 
one person as mine and the other person as not mine? 

If the word ‘mine’ is used to mean the material things of the world then the 
level of stupidity is of the extreme kind. These things are as inanimate, gross, 
transient and perishable as the world itself. They are more worthless than the body 
which harbours the Atma because the body at least has ‘life’ in the form of the Atma 
living inside it, something the material things lack. 


9] 


"The first path stated here is the path of ‘Gyan’ or the path of knowledge and wisdom 
acquired by deep study of the scriptures, understanding their essence and then 
following the strict method prescribed by them to realise the Atma and its relation 
with the Supreme Atma known as the Parmatma. If successful in this path, the 
aspirant would realise that the Atma residing in his bosom is not only his ‘truthful 
self but also the Parmatma who is the Supreme Being and the Holy Spirit. If the 
Parmatma is the cosmic Being or the cosmic Soul or the cosmic Consciousness, then 
the individual's Atma is the microcosmic counterpart of this Parmatma. 

The path shown by the scriptures involves many steps, such as for instance 
doing Yoga and Dhyan—1.e. doing meditation and contemplation. Mantras are needed 
to focus the mind and harness the cosmic energy in one's spiritual practices. It is not 
that easy as it seems, for there are very rigid methods if one is to be successful in 
them. The many paths prescribed by the scriptures require the spiritual aspirant to 
observe so many difficult sacraments, religious vows, observances and strictures that 
they create a huge block for him and act as more of a deterrent in his spiritual 
progress instead of coming to his help. As compared to them, the path of having 
devotion for Lord Ram and repeating his holy Name is very easy as it has no 
restrictions and rigidity associated with any of the other paths. One can repeat the 
name ‘Ram’ anytime and any where in this world. 

Ram is the Parmatma or the Supreme Being referred to in the scriptures in a 
manifested form. The labyrinth of Mantras is taken care of by the simple name of the 
Lord, i.e. ‘Ram’. In comparison to complicated Mantras that are difficult to 
pronounce, the word *Ram' is very easy and convenient. 

Tulsidas advises the common man by saying that if he is not sure of himself 
and do not have the mental aptitude or level of intelligence to grasp the profound 
truths preached by the scriptures, then he should not worry because an easy and 
hassle-free spiritual path is available to him. And this path is to take the shelter of 
Lord Ram's holy Name. When a man does so he would not need to spend his time and 
energy to understand the complicated doctrines and philosophies enunciated by the 
Upanishads and the other scriptures in order to unravel the truth hidden in them, but 
get the same benefit very easily by repeating the holy Name of the Lord, i.e. the word 
‘Ram’. This word is deemed to be the panacea of all spiritual ills and is a powerful 
Mantra or spiritual formula that would have the same spiritual effects that comes by 
understanding the essence of the scriptures and repeating long-winding hymns and 
texts. 

The main reason why a man studies the scriptures is that he wishes to find the 
‘truth’ of the world and his own self as explained in them, and to attain liberation 
from the endless cycle of birth and death and their attendant miseries and torments by 
taking the path prescribed in these scriptures. The scriptures are voluminous and 
cumbersome and require an expert to be properly interpreted and explained. They are 
like a labyrinth which more often than not become entangling. Tulsidas wonders why 
would a man wish to get himself entangled in their web when he is telling him the 
essence and the truth in simple language—and it is to take the shelter of Lord Ram, 
the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma, and repeat his holy Name as the Mantra for 
spiritual well-being. 

The term ‘Parmatma’ literally means ‘the supreme transcendental Atma, the 
cosmic Consciousness, the supreme Soul, the divine and supreme Holy Spirit, the 
Supreme Being’. Parmatma is the supreme transcendental Soul, while Atma is the 
individual soul of the creature. It is the ‘Parmatma’, the cosmic Soul at the macro 
level of the creation that has revealed or manifested itself as the individual soul of the 
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creature as his Atma at the micro level of this creation. This can be visualised by a 
simple example—the drop of water in the tumbler is the Atma of the creature, while 
the body of water in the fathomless and measureless ocean is the Parmatma. 

The term Parmatma has been explained in—(1) The Niralamb Upanishad of 
the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, verse nos. 7-8; (11) Atharva Veda's Narad Parivrajak 
Upanishad, Canto 6, verse no. 4; (iii) The Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur 
Veda, in its Canto 4, verse nos. 41-42.] 


I9. gada wale Gan afta ga SAK 4 sd | 
gendi ST ar enfe TA ATA TU APE |1 


19. hama lakhi lakhahi hamara lakhi hama hamara kē bica. 
tulasī alakhahi ka lakhahi rama nama japa nica.. 


[Addressing a mystic who chanted 'Alakha', meaning an entity that is not visible and 
referring to the Supreme Being who has no form and attributes, Tulsidas admonishes 
him, saying :-] 

Oh you Mystic! First you must understand the true nature and form of your own 
‘self’, and it is only then that you become eligible to talk about invisible and formless 
‘Parmatma’, the Supreme Being, to whom you refer by using the term *Alakha. After 
that, recognise the ‘Maya’ (delusions) that separates your ‘true self? and Brahm. Oh 
you wretched! How can you understand or comprehend the Supreme Being who is 
invisible and unknown without first understanding these three entities—the truth 
about your own ‘self’, the truth about Brahm, and the effects of Maya. Hence, chant 
Lord Ram's holy Name instead of shouting 'Alakha', literally meaning ‘the one who 
cannot be seen’. (19) 


[Tulsidas admonishes the mystic and says that he goes about shouting ‘Alakha’ as if 
he has known the truth of the Supreme Being known as the Parmatma, the supreme 
Atma or the cosmic Soul of creation who cannot be seen as he is beyond the reach of 
the senses of perception. To know the Parmatma is not that easy as it seems. The 
mystic does not even know what his true ‘self’ is, and therefore he has no right to 
preach about the supreme Self of this creation. 

From the metaphysical point of view, the truthful ‘self? of a living being— 
called the Jiva—is his Atma which is pure consciousness. This individual Atma is a 
microcosmic form of the supreme Atma which is the Cosmic Consciousness known as 
the Parmatma. Both the ‘Atma’ and the ‘Parmatma’ are the same; the only difference 
is in the plane of existence. Whereas the Jiva has a gross body and a gross existence, 
the Parmatma is subtle and formless. But the ‘consciousness’ that is called the Atma 
or the soul is the same in both the cases. Both the Atma and the Parmatma are 
‘Alakh’—1.e. they cannot be seen. The Maya is that delusion which separates the 
Atma from the Parmatma; the Jiva begins to treat himself as separate from the 
Parmatma under the influence of the Maya. 

So Tulsidas basically says that a mystic who goes on his rounds shouting 
‘Alakh’ as if he has come to know the Supreme Being who is invisible is actually 
deceiving himself as the people around him. Will he tell truthfully if he has seen the 
Atma that is residing in his own bosom? Well then, if he cannot see something so 
close, he has no right to claim to have seen or known an entity that is beyond the 
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reach of the mind and its organs of perception—such as the eye that sees, the skin 
which feels, the nose that smells, the tongue that tastes, and the ears that hear.] 


20. WHAM Aaea fag WS 9! ATA | 
AI TRG da WS Sd ASA SGT || 


20. rama nama avalamba binu paramaratha ki asa. 
barasata barida bumda gahi cahata carhana akasa.. 


Those who expect their emancipation and salvation without taking the refuge of Lord 
Ram's holy Name are trying to ascend to the sky by holding the falling rain drops. 

[To wit, as it is impossible to rise to the sky astride falling rain drops, so it is 
equally impossible to attain emancipation and salvation without repeating and taking 
the aid of Lord Ram's holy Name.] (20) 


[Note—In this context Tulsidas says in his book of prayers called the ‘Vinai Patrika’, 
in its verse no. 66 and 129 amongst others, that no other mean is successful in 
providing spiritual liberation and liberation to the creature if that mean is not 
accompanied by the holy Name of Lord Ram. In other words, the word ‘Ram’ is the 
key to all spiritual welfare and attainments. Without this ‘master key’ the treasury of 
spiritual well being cannot be opened.] 


21. gendi ee a sed fra fad f fea ah ATA i 
CIS TH GRR St TS Fa SIA 11 


21.  tulasi hathi hathi kahata nita cita suni hita kari mani. 
labha rama sumirana baro bari bisarem hani.. 


Tulsidas addresses his mind and sub-conscious (Chitta) with earnest sincerity, and 
advises them—'Oh my Chitta! Listen to what I say as something that is most 
beneficial for you and the best path that would provide for your welfare. 
Remembering Lord Ram is the greatest profit (benefit, reward or fruit of any 
endeavour) that you can ever have, and forgetting the Lord is the biggest loss for you 
and the biggest mistake you will ever make. So pay heed to me and focus yourself 
(i.e. attention of the mind and the sub-conscious) on Lord Ram's holy form and divine 
Name.’ (21) 


[Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-9 that precedes 
Doha 112; and Vinai Patrika, verse no. 67.] 


22. fad aan att Ht eR smi STI | 
AR TH A aT TY Gere ofS HEAT 11 
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22.  bigari janama aneka ki sudharai abahim aju. 
hohi rama ko nama japu tulasī taji kusamaju.. 


Tulsidas advises a seeker: 'You should abandon all bad company and thought from 
your mind, and instead you should identify yourself with Lord Ram (i.e. surrender 
yourself to Ram) and repeat the Lord's divine Name. By doing so, all the accumulated 
bad effects of the deeds done by you in so many previous births can be rectified 
immediately and instantly.' (22) 


[Refer Vinai Patrika verse no. 193. The ‘bad company and bad thought’ are those that 
keep the creature entangled in the web of this deluding world and eclipsed in the 
darkness of ignorance. Such a creature remains permanently trapped in the cesspool 
of birth and death and their attendent horrors. 

If, however, such a creature is wise enough to take the shelter of Lord Ram 
and his holy Name then his liberation and deliverance from this quagmire is assured.] 


23. AA aif ate a ATH ATH ST TU | 
gent RI 8 sen safe Wem uf 11 


23. priti pratiti suriti som rama rama japu rama. 
tulasi tero hai bhalo adi madhya parinama.. 


Tulsidas says that one should do Japa’ (repetition) of Lord Ram's holy Name with 
great faith, intense love, a high level of devotion and a firm conviction, as well as 
according to the prescribed method, because by doing so one will have all-round 
welfare and access to all types of good fortunes in the present time, in the middle of 
the future, and even in the distant future. (23) 


[Refer also to verse no. 228 of the book of prayers of Tulsidas, called ‘Vinai Patrika”. 

'Japa—The general meaning and understanding of the word ‘Japa’ is ‘constant 
repetition of any holy name of the God or any divine word or Mantra’. This verse tells 
us that if that is not possible for a man, or if he is not interested in it, then the next 
best option for him is to read good books. This will have similar good effects on his 
mind as doing ‘Japa’. Because if the mind is not kept busy, it will gravitate towards 
corrupt and pervert thinking; it cannot sit idle. If it is not possible to leash it by means 
of chanting or repetition of *Mantras', then at least it should be reined in by reading 
good books instead of allowing it to wander aimlessly here and there like a vagrant 
indulging in useless roaming about. Remember, an idle mind is the workshop of devil. 
Refer: Trishikhi Brahmno-panishad, verse nos. 2/28-34 of Shukla Yajur Veda in this 
context. 

The Shandilya Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 1, section 2 
says that Japa is one of the ten Niyams or spiritual observances that any spiritual 
aspirant should practice. It then defines Japa and its types as follows—"Japa is to 
honestly practice (repeat and meditate upon) the Vedic Mantra (hymn) that has been 
prescribed by one's Guru (moral preceptor). Japa is done in two ways—one is verbal 
or audible, and the other is non-verbal or mental or silent. The mental or silent form of 
Japa is done by repeating the Mantra mentally in a silent mode without uttering a 
word audibly, and involves concentration of the mind and turning its thoughts 
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inwards. The verbal or audible form of Japa is again of two types—viz. one that is 
done loudly and the other that is simply muttered. The Japa done while muttering the 
Mantras is thousands of times more beneficial than doing Japa loudly, and mental 
Japa that is done silently is far better than even the one done by slowly muttering and 
it’s multiple times more beneficial." 

The importance and benefits of doing Japa has been emphasized in the 
Atharva Veda's Gopal Purva Tapini Upanishad, verse no. 16 as follows—"Those 
devotees who do Japa (repetition) with the holy Mantra of the Lord having five steps 
and eighteen letters by prefixing them with the ethereal salutary word ‘OM’ standing 
for the supreme transcendental Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness], are the ones to 
whom the Lord voluntarily reveals his true divine and holy form in the form of the 
cosmic Consciousness known as the Atma. That is, such persons become self-realised 
and enlightened. This is also tantamount to Brahm-realisation. 

Hence, those who are desirous of finding liberation and deliverance from the 
fetters that shackle them to this delusory, mortal and entrapping world are advised to 
do Japa with this holy Mantra." (16). 

The word ‘Japa’ is derived from the root word ‘jap’ meaning to utter. Hence, 
doing Japa means to utter or repeat the different Mantra which are spiritual formulas 
in the form of sounds, syllables, letters, words, phrases or sentences such as complete 
hymns that have a high level of cosmic spiritual energy inherent in them. 

The Bhagvat Gita, 10/25 considers Japa as a manifestation of the Lord God (or 
the worshipped deity) himself. 

Japa has three forms—(i) When the Mantras are said aloud it is called 
‘Vaikhari Japa’ or ‘Vaachika Japa’. (ii) When the Mantras are inaudible and merely 
uttered or whispered, the Japa is called ‘Upaamshu’. And (iii) when it is done 
mentally without opening the mouth, the Japa is called ‘Maansika’. 

Further, there are different classes of Japa depending upon their usage as 
follows— 

(i) Nitya Japa—that Japa which is done daily and regularly. 

(11) Naimmittik Japa—that Japa which is done on special occasions—such as 
on the days of eclipses or special worship days. 

(iii) Kaamya Japa—that Japa which is done for the fulfillment of certain 
desires-such as acquisition of wealth or success in any endeavour. 

(iv) Praayaschita Japa—that Japa which is done as a penance, for repentance 
or for expiation of sins. 

(v) Ajapaa-Japa—that which is done along with the passage of breath through 
the body as inhalation and exhalation. Usually the Hans Mantra is used for this by 
acclaimed ascetics. 

(vi) Vilom Japa—that Japa in which the Mantra is repeated in the reverse 
order. This sort of Japa is usually done to counter the negative effects of black magic 
rites. 

(vii) Likhit Japa—that Japa in which the Mantras are written down on paper. 
Since each Mantra has a Rishi (one who first witnessed the revelation of the particular 
Mantra and experienced its profound effects), a Chanda (poetical style), and a Devta 
(the deity to whom the Mantra is dedicated), the devotee is required to pay his 
homage to all of them before starting to repeat the Mantra or do Japa. 

Usually a prayer rosary is used to do Japa, but when one has become 
spiritually uplifted or has practices doing Japa over a long period of time the need for 
the rosary is not felt. Then the Japa becomes automatic and natural to him. ] 
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24. duh XH UII aaa RIT SIT SP. | 
get ex fea sre fag iuf Best we | | 


24. dampati rasa rasana dasana parijana badana sugeha. 
tulasi hara hita barana sisu sampati sahaja saneha.. 


[Tulsidas describes a wise man's life in a metaphoric way—] The sweet taste of Lord 
Ram's holy Name (i.e. the sense of euphoria and exhilaration that comes by saying it) 
and the tongue (which says the Name) are like husband and wife, the teeth are like the 
relatives, the mouth is a beautiful home, Lord Shiva's beloved two syllables 'Ra' and 
'Ma' (of the holy Name 'Raam/) are like two adorable children, and natural affection 
towards them (Ra + Ma) is the wealth of a person. 

[To wit, a wise man who seeks liberation and deliverance from this world inspite 
of having to live in it to fulfill his obligations can easily do so by taking refuge in the 
name of the Lord, and repeating this holy Name which would help him break free 
from all worldly fetters even without his knowing of them. A man who repeats the 
holy Name of Lord Ram leads a happy and contented life like a householder who is so 
fortunate that he has a compatible and obedient wife, two adorable sons, well placed, 
respectable and cooperative relatives, and a home and hearth of which he is proud and 
where he finds peace and happiness.] (24) 


[Refer: (i) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precedes Doha 
no. 10; Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 20; Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 22; Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 108; 
and Uttar Kand, Doha no. 46. (ii) Vinai Patrika verse nos. 129, 170, 237. 

Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precedes Doha no. 
10—*"The Lord's holy Name ‘RAM’ is the most gracious and benevolent element in 
the entire pantheon of words and letters that constitute literature and the spoken word. 
This *Name' is the holiest and most divine letter, and this fact is endorsed and 
reiterated by the scriptures such as the Vedas and the Purans. It is the cause of all 
goodness, auspiciousness and good fortunes on the one hand, and the eliminator of the 
opposite circumstances. The wise god, Lord Shiva, and goddess Uma, his divine 
consort, therefore repeat this holy Name." 

Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 20 
says "the two letters of the Lord's name, viz. ‘Ra’ and ‘Ma’, are like the two eyes for 
the entire language consisting of letters or alphabets." That is, even as one cannot see 
the world without the eyes, true knowledge contained in the scpriptures cannot be 
known without having faith and devotion for the Lord known by his holy Name 
‘Ram’. This is because all the scriptures, whether written or taught, are based on 
letters, and if the body of the knowledge symbolized by the scriptures loses its eye it 
cannot enable the person to see what is contained in them. 

Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 22 
asserts “ascetics repeat the holy Name of the Lord, i.e. the word ‘Ram’, to remain 
spiritually awake in the darkness of the night symbolized by this world of delusions". 

In Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
108, goddess Parvati, the divine consort of Shiva, wonders why Lord Shiva always 
repeats the holy Name ‘Ram’ when she says—“Oh Lord, you repeat the name ‘Ram- 
Ram' day and night without break; what is the mystery behind it?" 
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In Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 46, Lord Ram has himself 
answered this basic question. He says “he who is completely submerged in the 
thoughts of my divine virtues and glories, who remains ever engrossed in repeating 
my divine Name, and who has abandoned all worldly taints as Mamta (attachments), 
Mada (arrogance, hypocrisy, pride and vanity) and Moha (delusions, infatuations for 
the material sense objects of the world as well as the body)—verily, they are the ones 
who experience what is known as truthful and the highest kind of spiritual bliss and 
happiness".] 


25. a0 fig A wait Gera fer Yara | 
THA GA SET ATS Ae ATA |1 


25.  barasa ritu raghupati bhagati tulasi sali sudasa. 
ramanama bara barana juga savana bhadava masa.. 


Tulsidas says that devotion for Lord Ram is like the rainy season, the best devotees 
and followers of the Lord are the grains, and the two syllables 'Ra' and 'Ma' of Lord 
Ram's holy Name are the two Hindu months of Saawan and Bhaadon. 

[Even as the grains sown during the rainy season consisting of these two months 
of Saawan and Bhaadon yield rich harvest, the devotee too gets immense pleasure, 
peace, happiness and rich benefits in spiritual terms by devotionally chanting Ram's 
holy Name. Just like a good harvest brings cheer to the farmer and the society at large, 
repeating Lord Ram's holy Name brings cheer to the soul of the devotee as well as to 
the rest of the society which hears this divine Name.] (25) 


[This Doha appears in the Ram Charit Manas as Doha no. 19 of Baal Kand. Refer also 
to: Vinai Patrika verse no. 221.] 


26. MAMA had Haney PANATA | 
Wah sra secta fats urferfé afer quet 11 


26. rama nama nara kesari kanakakasipu kalikala. 
japaka jana prahalada jimi palihi dali surasala.. 


Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Man-Lion (an incarnation of God, called Narsingh) 
and Kali (a personified form of the present Hindu era called Kali-yuga) is the demon 
named Hiranya-Kasipu. Even as the Man-Lion crushed (killed) the demon who was 
tormenting the devotee Prahalad (to abandon his devotion for the Lord), the Name of 
the Lord can destroy all evil forces tormenting the devotees. (26) 


[This Doha also appears in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand as its Doha no. 27. Please 
refer to section no. 1.1 of this Chapter no. 1.] 


27. ATH WTH fet aE XTH START GA | 
ThA GATS per TT VIS THs i3 || 
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27. rama nama kali kamataru rama bhagati suradhenu. 
sakala sumangala mula jaga gurupada pankaja rēnu.. 


In the era of Kali', Lord Ram's holy Name is like the all wish fulfilling tree called the 
Kaam Taru (i.e. the Kalpa Tree) which can give the desired fruits (benefits) to the 
devotee’. Devotion for the Lord is like the all wish fulfilling Surdhenu (also known as 
the Kamdhenu cow which is the celestial cow of Gods that also fulfills all desires) for 
him’, and the dust from the feet of the Guru" (wise, moral teacher) is the root of all 
spiritual welfare and good fortunes (i.e. good luck and auspiciousness) for him (the 
devotee). (27) 


['Kaliyug is the fourth of the four epoch Hindu cycle of creation and destruction. 

The four Yugs are the following four eras or phases or epochs of one cycle of 
creation and destruction—the first is the Sata-yug, the second is the Treta-yug, the 
third is the Dwapar-yug, and the fourth is the current Kali-yug. 

The Satayug which was the great Vedic period of fire sacrifices, the Tretayug 
culminated with the incarnation of Lord Ram, the Dwaparyug ended with Lord 
Krishna's incarnation, and the Kaliyug would end with the great deluge or Doomsday 
when the entire world would be drowned in water. The next Kalpa would come after 
that in a cyclic form. This happens because at the fag end of Kaliyug, sins and evils 
would have reached such a crescendo that the Supreme Being no longer is able to 
tolerate it though he is most tolerant, magnanimous and forgiving, and decides to 
finally wind up the whole thing by punishing the world by clean sweeping the slate. 
Only the righteous and auspicious few survive who would become the progenitors of 
the next cycle. 

The Satayug is also called Krityug because elaborate fire sacrifices were done 
during this phase. It is equivalent to 4800 divine years of Gods, and 17,28,000 human 
years. 

The Tretayug is equivalent to 3600 divine years of Gods, and 12,96,000 
human years. 

The Dwaparyug is equivalent to 2400 divine years of Gods, and 8,64,000 
human years. 

The Kaliyug is equivalent to 1200 divine years of Gods, and 4,32,000 human 
years. 


?Kalpa Tree—refer: Doha nos. 11, 28 and 183. Also: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 27. Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 36. 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 27 says “in 
the era known as Kali-yug (the present period of time), the Lord's holy Name ‘Ram’ 
is a fulfiller of all wishes and desires; it ensures well-being even after death; and 1s 
like one's loving and caring parent in this world". 


*Surdhenu—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 and 9-10 that 
precede Doha no. 120; Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 114. 


^The Guru—Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 1; and Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 2. 
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Now, let us see briefly the significance of a Guru and who he actually is. Who is a 
true Guru? This is a question which has baffled many a scholars. The word ‘Guru’ 
simply means a person who is one’s teacher—be it in the field of knowledge that 
pertains to the world or the field that relates to the spiritual. He is the person who 
makes a person acquire knowledge that he did not have earlier. 

The Upanishads explain the term Guru in detail and list the virtues that a wise 
and enlightened Guru is supposed to possess. They also outline the characteristics that 
a good disciple must have, and how best one can choose a good Guru. 

The word Guru has two parts—viz. ‘Gu’ meaning darkness, and ‘Ru’ meaning 
light. Hence the word ‘Guru’ means a person who can remove the darkness 
symbolising ignorance and illusions that has engulfed the disciple from all sides and 
act as a hindrance or an obstacle in his emancipation and salvation by showing him 
the truthful path, or lighting his path with the light of knowledge and holding out his 
hands to support him when he falters. Therefore he is an exalted, revered and much 
sought after person who can remove the darkness of ignorance of his follower by 
showing him the light of knowledge and guides him whenever he finds himself in a 
moral dilemma and quandary. He is the person who is both the moral preceptor as 
well as the spiritual guide of his disciple. He is supposed to act as a neutral advisor to 
his ward in all matters temporal and spiritual. The disciple is expected to confide in 
him his greatest of secrets without the fear of betrayal or blackmail. He is the one who 
is expected to have risen above all kinds of vested interests and keeps the welfare of 
the disciple as his main objective. He is the one who has transcended the mundane 
and has acquired sublime awareness of the supreme Reality, because only those who 
are themselves aware of anything can hope to tell others about it. Therefore it is 
deemed that only a person of high mental, intellectual, spiritual and ethical caliber can 
become a true Guru. 

A true Guru is treated as being equivalent to the ‘Trinity Gods —(1) Brahma, 
the creator, because he creates or helps to take birth good virtues and noble qualities 
in his disciple; (2) Vishnu, the sustainer, because he nourishes, sustains and helps to 
inculcate and develop wisdom and enlightenment in his disciple and leads him on the 
truthful path; and (3) Shiva, the concluder, because he helps to end, conclude and 
eliminate ignorance and negative traits in his disciple. He is ‘God like’ because he 
functions in all these capacities at the same time, besides being exalted in all 
knowledge, being virtuous, of high moral character and beyond reproach, being a 
source of unbound spiritual energy, being self realised and enlightened, and being 
eternal in the sense that what he advises to his disciple, the path he shows, the light 
that he lights in the dark heart of the creature, makes him immortal. The Rudra 
Upanishad, verse no. 3 explicitly asserts that Lord Shiva is the universal Guru of all, 
and that the Guru is Shiva personified in this form. 

Therefore, a Guru is honoured for the divine virtues that he represents and 
embodies, that he teaches and implements in his life, for the divinity, for the Lord and 
for the personification of the great teachings of the scriptures that he exemplifies. 

When the teacher (Guru) is especially pleased with a particular student, he 
would naturally be inclined to pay more attention to him as compared to others. This 
is natural for him because he sees in this student a spark of great future, a soul who 
would sincerely and honestly carry forward the teacher’s legacy forward and make his 
teachings as well as his name and fame immortal. As for other less brilliant and 
devoted students, or those who are just mediocre and run-of-the-mill sort, the teacher 
has no such grand expectations from them. So he prefers to impart the best of 
education to his special and most-favoured student. The teacher would even unravel 
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top secrets to him because he is confident that this disciple would never misuse them 
and also understand these secrets correctly and properly. This relationship is just like 
a father of more than one son. The father would have a natural love for the son in 
whom he sees a bright future and from whom he expects the family's good name and 
fortune to get a boost as compared to those sons who are like blights on the family. 

The Guru is regarded as a personification of the great knowledge of the 
scriptures (refer Tripadvibut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 5, 
paragraph no. 10), as well as Lord Maha Vishnu himself (refer Tripadvibut Maha- 
Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 8, paragraph no. 17, Ist stanza). It in not 
his physical body that is of any value for veneration, for the eternal ‘soul’ and not the 
physical gross body is venerable. 

The Bhavana Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its opening verse 
no. 1 emphasises the importance of true Guru and says that he is the primary source of 
Shakti (strength, energy, vitality, vigour and authority) for the spiritual aspirant and 
his his primary advisor and moral support. The aspirant relies on the authority of the 
Guru and his knowledge to faithfully move ahead in a field which is still unknown to 
him and un-chartered by him, without the fear of going on the wrong path or falling 
prey to uncertainties. 

The wise, learned and enlightened Guru (an illustrious moral preceptor, guide 
and teacher) is a true advisor and guide for a spiritual aspirant. He is the one who acts 
as the primary source of strength and support that empowers the person to move 
ahead on his spiritual path and ultimately attain success in his endeavours. He is the 
virtual ‘Shakti’ or source of energy, motivation, strength, power and authority that 
provides the necessary support, impetus and dynamism to all the efforts made by the 
aspirant to reach his goal in life successfully. But for this to materialize, the Guru 
himself should be an expert in his field, and inclined to helpful and supporting; he 
should be a teacher, a preceptor, a motivator, an advisor, a friend and a guide all 
rolled into one. | 


28.  WH 4TH wer Hae Weber GAT He | 
R Add fats ws wm wr WAG |1 


28. rama nama kali kamataru sakala sumangala kanda. 
sumirata karatala sid'dhi saba paga paga paramananda.. 


Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpa Tree (the celestial tree of Gods and provider of 
fruits in the form of wish fulfillment) in the era of Kali, and is the root (source) of all 
good fortunes. Remembrance of Lord Ram's Name provides all the renowned 
Siddhis' (mystical powers and abilities as well as successes and acclaim) to the person 
as if they are already present on one's palm (i.e. already available to the devotee). 
Such a devotee enjoys supreme and eternal form of bliss and spiritual ecstasy (known 
as Parmaanand) at each moment and at every step of the way in his life.” (28) 


[The Siddhis— There are said to be various kinds of Siddhis numbering from nine to 
eight, or even two chief ones. The word means spiritual and mystical powers as well 
as great achievements that are not normally available to an ordinary creature. The 
term ‘Siddhi’ has been explained in a note of Doha no. 229 of this book. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 22. It says—"Spiritual aspirants repeat the holy Name of the Lord faithfully, with 
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due diligence, and with great concentration. By doing so they are able to acquire great 
mystical powers called the various Siddhis, such as Anima etc." 
This Doha appears in Ram Agya Prashnaawali of Tulsidas as verse no. 3/4/4. 


*Parmaanand simply means ‘the supreme form of bliss and ecstasy’. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 223. It says 
“wherever, in whichever direction, the two brothers Ram and Laxman went, there was 
extreme bliss, joy and ecstasy all around”. This is said in the context of the two 
brothers’ touring the city of Janakpur where they had gone to attend the bow-breaking 
ceremony in connection with the marriage of Sita. The idea is that wherever the Lord 
goes, there is happiness and joy.] 


29. sar SIE aa sta Aad fare ATA | 
TA TH Ae RA SM JARTA || 


29.  jatha bhümi saba bijamaya nakhata nivasa akasa. 
rama nama saba dharamamaya janata tulasidasa.. 


Tulsidas knows the esoteric secret that Lord Ram's holy Name is richly embedded and 
endowed with all the grand, magnificent and eclectic virtues that come under the 
ambit of the term ‘Dharma’ (religion, probity, propriety, auspiciousness, 
righteousness, ethical conduct and goodness) like the earth which is richly provided 
with (i.e. contains) all types of seeds, and the sky which is full of countless stars. 

[Just like the earth that contains numerous seeds or the sky that is dotted with 
numerous stars, Lord Ram's holy Name also possesses all the auspicious virtues that 
are collectively called Dharma. In other words, all the benefits of having good virtues 
and righteous qualities that one expects to acquire in this world can be had by simply 
having this one single ‘Name’ of the Lord as one’s priceless possession. All the 
virtuousness associated with Dharma will come automatically to a person who repeats 
the holy Name of Lord Ram.] (29) 


[Refer: (i) Vinai Patrika verse no. 131, 226. (11) Geetawali, Ayodhya Kand, verse no. 
64. (iii) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 72.] 


30. Fea ar oa SEXT aia TU ct | 
TA pra fires ge freee fou wa KIA 1 


30. sakala kamana hina je rama bhagati rasa lina. 
nama suprema piyüsa hrda tinhahum ki'e mana mina.. 


Those who have tasted the juice of Lord Ram's devotion and love without hankering 
for any type of desires are like a fish that floats in the pond of nectar and derives 
immense pleasure and bliss from it. 

[This fish will not like to leave this pond of nectar for another pond of plain water. 
Similarly, one who has tasted the nectar of bliss, ecstasy, happiness and peace that 
comes with Lord Ram's holy Name would never bargain it for anything else in this 
world.] (30) 
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[This Doha appears as Doha no. 22 of Baal Kand of the epic Ram Charit Manas.] 


31. Smp WW d A S SR REIS KAA | 
TA afta wa If He fera we fort fet 11 


31. brahma rama tem namu bara bara dayaka bara dani. 
rama carita sata koti maham liya mahesa jiyam jani.. 


The holy Name of Lord Ram is greater than and superior to Brahm (the Absolute 
Authority of creation and the Supreme Being) so much so that it bestows blessings 
even on those (Gods) who themselves are capable of giving boons to others. [In other 
words, the Gods derive their mystical powers and authority to grant boons to others 
by invoking Lord Ram's holy Name. It is this name that empowers them to bestow 
boons on other creatures. So Tulsidas wonders that if this is the case, then why should 
he not ask or request or seek from Lord Ram instead of wasting time and energy in 
attempting to appease the Gods who have no power of their own. Why not approach 
the Emperor (Lord Ram) directly instead of begging to junior courtiers (Gods).] 

Wise as he is, Lord Shiva selected these two syllables (Ra and Ma) which 
constitute the Lord's holy Name ‘Ram’ out of 100 crore (millions of) verses 
comprising the story of Lord Ram in its myriad variations’. (31) 


[This is Doha no. 25 of Baal Kand of the epic Ram Charit Manas. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precedes Doha no. 23. 

The term ‘Brahm’ refers to the Supreme Being also known as the Parmatma. 
He is invisible, formless and without attributes. The same Brahm has revealed or 
manifested as Lord Ram who has a known visible form with divine attributes. 

Tulsidas says that while Brahm is too difficult to comprehend and an abstract 
entity, and Lord Ram in his physical form took birth and lived in Treta Yuga which 
was long ago, his divine Name exists even today amongst us and can be invoked at 
any instant of life. Whereas the presence of Lord Ram may not be feasible under all 
circumstances because the Lord had a physical gross body which is subjected to so 
many laws of Nature, the Lord’s holy Name is ubiquitous, omnipresent and immanent 
in this creation just like Brahm who is also omnipresent and all-pervading. But 
whereas realisation of Brahm is a cumbersome process, the path of invoking the holy 
Name of the Lord is extremely easy and convenient. The name can be said at any time 
and under any circumstance with no effort at all. 

Again, while attainment of Brahm requires employment of various Mantras as 
prescribed by the scriptures, the name of Lord Ram, i.e. the word ‘Ram’ is a Mantra 
itself. Since Lord Ram is Brahm personified, the Name ‘Ram’ is directly related to the 
Supreme Being. No other mediums are required to access the Lord except this single 
word ‘Ram’. 


?Refer: Vinai Patrika verse no. 254.] 


32. aÅ Aer parere arta ates TAT | 
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TA Sum af Ger sra fared Tt TTU | | 


32.  sabari gidha susévakani sugati dinhi raghunatha. 
nama udhare amita khala beda bidita guna gatha.. 


Raghunath (the Lord of king Raghu's dynasty; Lord Ram) gave immortality to only a 
few faithful servants (i.e. devotees) such as Sabari (a low caste woman) and Gidha (a 
vulture called Jatau), whereas his holy Name has delivered (liberated) numerous 
lowly and fallen ones — a fact that is well known and established in the Vedas, and 
these Vedas have unequivocally sung (extolled, lauded and honoured) the glory of 
Lord's holy Name. (32) 


[This is Doha no. 24 of Baal Kand of Ram Charit Manas. For details, please see 
section no. 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this present Book.] 


33. A TH UR TER À NA IER RTT | 
"E Tere PR ueber STA KĀTA A |1 


33. rama nama para nama tern priti pratiti bharosa. 
so tulasī sumirata sakala saguna sumangala kosa.. 


Tulsidas says those who are wholly devoted to Lord Ram's holy Name, have great 
affection for it, a firm belief in it, and have no other support in this world except the 
strength of Lord's holy Name such persons become a treasury of all good virtues and 
auspiciousness as soon as they remember the holy Name of the Lord. (33) 


[Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 10 
that says "the Lord's holy Name is the one which provides all goodness, 
auspiciousness and good fortunes, and eliminates the bad, the misfortunes and the 
unholiness. It is therefore repeated by Lord Shiva and goddess Uma, this divine 
consort”. 

For instance, when one takes a bath in a holy river, he gets drenched and all 
his dirt gets washed-off. Similarly, when one remains submerged in the thoughts of 
the Lord and symbolically scrub his innerself by repeating the holy Name of the Lord, 
all his worldly taints as well as the impurities that sully his innerself are washed-off. 

This notion is cited in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 34 which 
says— groups of pious men take a bath in the holy water of river Saruyu, repeating 
the holy Name of Lord Ram and establishing the Lord’s divine image in their 
innerself”.] 


34. a fades cot aft Ufā arefd BT AM | 
cel TH VĒ ATA xf ure Gers ta t 


34. lanka bibhisana raja kapi pati maruti khaga mica. 
lahī rama som nama rati cahata tulasi nica.. 
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Vibhishan' obtained the crown of Lanka, Sugriv” got the kinghood (of Kishkindha), 
Hanuman’ received fame as a loyal devotee and the best follower of the Lord, and the 
vulture Jatau^ achieved death which is unattainable even by the Gods. 

Tulsidas says that he is not as fortunate as them. But that does not bother him. 
He only wants to have the highest level of love, devotion and affection in the holy and 
divine Name of the Lord (because he knows that the spiritual rewards that come with 
it are greater than anything else in this world; because he knows that the Name of the 
Lord will deliver to him all the benefits that those named in this verse got by the 
personal intervention of Lord Ram or their personal meeting with the Lord). 

[This Doha emphasizes the great importance of the holy Name of Lord Ram. 
Tulsidas stresses the point that the holy Name of Lord Ram is more powerful and 
spiritually beneficial than the physical form of the Lord himself. In this context, refer 
Doha no. 31.] (34) 


[ Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana. He had taken refuge with Lord Ram 
after being kicked by his brother and insulted in open court. When he took shelter 
with Lord Ram, the Lord immediately anointed him the future king of Lanka, thereby 
sealing the fate of Ravana, his elder brother. So when the war was finally won, the 
Lord appointed Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49; Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 106. 

Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 says “the wealth, the 
prosperity, fame and majesty that Ravana had acquired by doing severe penances and 
austerities along with offering of his ten heads to Lord Shiva as a sacrifice, were given 
to Vibhishan by Lord Ram even without any effort on the former's part and even 
without his seeking or expecting them". This Doha essentially says that by submitting 
to Lord Ram and becoming his devotee, a person can get all that he wants, as well as a 
lot more, as a bonus, that he never expects to get even in his dream. 

Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
106 narrates that Lord Ram anointed Vibhishan as the king of Lanka after victory in 
the epic war to keep the promise the Lord had made to him at the time of Vibhishan's 
seeking refuge in the holy feet of the Lord. 


^Sugriv was the monkey king whose army helped Lord Ram locate Sita, and then 
launch a campaign against the demons that ultimately led to the war of Lanka. Sugriv 
was beaten out of the kingdom of Kishkindha by his elder brother Vaali. When he 
sought Lord Ram's help, the Lord killed Vaali and put Sugriv on the throne of 
Kishkindha which was capital of the kingdom of the monkey race. Ref: Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 11. 


*Hanuman was a companion of Sugriv and the closest confidante and the greatest 
devotee of Lord Ram. His meeting with the Lord, and the Lord expressing his 
unconditional indebtedness towards Hanuman have been chronicled in Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Sundar Kand and Lanka Kand. 

Some of the brief references are as follows—(i) Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precede Doha no. 1, to line no. 1 that 
precede Doha no. 4 that describe Lord Ram's first meeting with Hanuman; (ii) Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 32 in which 
Lord Ram expresses his indebtedness to Hanuman; (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 33 wherein the Lord has 
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affectionately embraced Hanuman; and (iv) Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precede Doha no. 50 which says that no one is as fortunate and lucky as 
Hanuman whose devotion and love for the holy feet of Lord Ram is legendary and 
unmatched. 

Refer also to Vinai Patrika, verse no. 100. 

Hanuman was the one who had searched Sita successfully, and had played a 
pivotal role in the Lord's victory in Lanka. He is regarded as a manifestation of Rudra 
who is one of the many forms of Lord Shiva, the third of the Trinity Gods responsible 
for conclusion of creation. 


"Jatau—refer to Doha no. 32 herein above. 

He was the vulture who had fought with Ravana in a futile attempt to prevent 
him from taking Sita away to Lanka. Lord Ram had given him love befitting a father, 
and the Lord had done his last rites himself. Lord Ram was an incarnation of the 
Supreme Being, and this is why his caressing a wounded vulture with his own hands, 
putting the bird's head on his lap and wiping blood from his injured body with his 
long hairs, grieving at his death just as a son would do when his father dies, and 
performing his last rites just as he would do for his own father is regarded as 
something that even the gods and the greatest of sages and hermits were denied. 
Dying in the physical presence of the Lord God is in itself next to impossible, but to 
have the Lord move his merciful and kind hands on one's dying body and having the 
Lord perform one's funeral is the best death that any living being can hope to have. 
Jatau got this privilege. That is why he is regarded as luckier than even the Gods. 

Refer: (1) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 30 to Doha no. 33; and 
(ii) Dohawali, verse nos. 222-227.] 


35. RASA 3TH BRIT HE HA eheu | 
TTT Aa HET BU AMAT da WU || 


35. harana amangala agha akhila karana sakala kalyana. 
ramanama nita kahata hara gavata béda purana.. 


Lord Ram's holy Name eliminates all misfortunes and sins, and is exceptionally 
beneficial as well as a provider of welfare and good fortunes in every possible way. 
This is why Lord Shiva constantly keeps on repeating Ram's holy Name, and it is also 
highly praised and lauded in unequivocal terms even by the Vedas and the Purans (i.e. 
by the ancient scriptures). (35) 


[Refer: (1) Barvai Ramayan, verse no. 56, 58. (ii) Vinai Patrika, verse no. 184. (iii) 
Dohawali, verse no. 33.] 


36. get ifa adīfā i 1 ATA SIG TT | 
festi ats Afa arfeat a sre TT dd 


36.  tulasi priti pratiti som rama nama japa jaga. 
ki'em ho'i bidhi dahino de'i abhagehi bhaga.. 
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Tulsidas says that by performing a Yagya (a religious ritual usually associated with 
some fire sacrifice) in the form of repeating Ram's holy Name in the proper way and 
with the greatest of devotion, love, faith and dedication!, even Vidhata (the creator) 
becomes benign and favourable, thereby making the most unfortunate man into a 
lucky person. (36) 


[ Refer to: (i) Dohawali, verse nos. 5 and 23; and (ii) Vinai Patrika, verse nos. 70 and 
130.] 


37. wa ga ay na affa aia Sur sn sits 3749 | 
Tad dt d a e TH TA UE Usb || 


37. jala thala nabha gati amita ati aga jaga jīva anēka. 
tulasi to se dina kaham rama nama gati éka.. 


There are millions of (i.e. countless) creatures—both animate as well as inanimate in 
this world. Some have their abode underground, some on land, and some in the air. 
Tulsidas says that for him, Lord Ram's holy Name is the only destination and the only 
habitat. (37) 


[A creature finds a destination or is born in the new life into a world according to 
deeds by him in his previous life. Therefore, some are born as birds who are sky 
borne, some as animals and humans who live on the surface of the earth, and others 
who live underground in holes, such as snakes, and under water such as the marine 
creatures and those who live in water of lakes and ponds. But Tulsidas says that he is 
not bothered, for the only destination for him is Lord Ram; wherever he is born he 
will be living in the bliss of his Lord, so it does not matter. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 3 which cites all the the world having three types of creatures, the ones who live 
in the sky, the ones who live on the surface of the earth, and the ones who live in 
water. Then, all living beings are further classified as those who are mobile (such as 
animals) and those who are immobile (such as plants). 

Another interpretation is that Tulsidas is certain of his destiny—he will surely 
find emancipation and salvation by attaining the Supreme Being known as Ram 
because he has been chanting the Lord’s divine Name throughout his life. 

Besides this, Tulsidas has no other source of solace and succour except the 
holy Name of Lord Ram. It is here that his soul finds peace, happiness, rest and bliss. 
So Tulsidas says that his heart and mind as well as his Atma, his soul, always find 
their habitat—i.e. their comfortable resting place—in the holy Name of Lord Ram. 

Refer: Vinai Patrika, verse no. 67, 68, 182, 252 etc.] 


38. Tae waa A T faa | 
ARA qr Wet paret Al gerdiēma |1 


38. rama bharoso rama bala rama nama bisvasa. 
sumirata subha mangala kusala mamgata tulasidasa.. 
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Tulsidas asks for only one boon or blessing or reward—that he should have reliance 
only on Lord Ram's Name, that Lord Ram should be his only strength, and that he 
should believe only in Lord Ram's holy Name the mere remembrance of which 
provides all the auspiciousness, well-beings and good fortunes that one can ever have 
or expect to have. (38) 


[Refer also to: (1) Barvai Ramayan, verse no. 68; (11) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse 
nos. 69, 77, 81, 84, 109; (iii) Vairagya Sandipani, verse no. 15; (iv) Dohawali, verse 
nos. 34-35, 39, 277.] 


39. we 4TH fe wa ah TH. TH. faa | 
gA qn der Hae se fete Testers | 


39. rama nama rati rama gati rama nama bisvasa. 
sumirata subha mangala kusala duhum disi tulasidasa.. 


Tulsidas says that those who love Lord Ram's holy Name, have Lord Ram as their 
only destination, and believe in none other than the Lord's holy Name—for such 
people the mere remembrance of Lord Ram's holy Name gives auspiciousness, well- 
being and good fortunes in both the worlds (this mundane world as well as the world 
to which they go after death). (39) 


[Refer also to: (1) Dohawali, verse nos. 23, 33, 34, 36, 38 and 58 etc.; (ii) Kavitawali, 
Uttar Kand, verse no. 36; and (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 28 which says “the Lord's name, i.e. ‘Ram’, is a provider of 
all round auspiciousness and goodness, in any way whatsoever it is remembered and 
repeated, whether done so attentively and carefully with due diligence, or lazily, or 
negligently and carelessly, whether it is remembered and repeated with honour, 
respect and reverence, or with hate and annoyance”. 

The best way to understand how this happens is to take an example—when an ill 
man takes a correct medicine, it will cure him of his illness notwithstanding whether 
he had taken it willingly, with full knowledge of its medical benefits or its formula, or 
he had been forced to take it by the doctor.] 


40. WT aif sat fot Sta oof SATA | 
geet Hu a uu ui ale Sema am: || 


40.  rasana sampini badana bila je na japahim harināma. 
tulasī prema na rama som tahi bidhata bama.. 


Tulsidas says the tongue of those who do not chant Sri Hari's (Ram's) Name is like a 
serpent which only pours venom in the form of worldly talks, and their mouth is like 
the serpent's pit (a dark hole where the tongue lives like that of a serpent). Those who 
have no love for Lord Ram, the creator appears to be opposed to them (i.e. they are 
most unlucky, for then they can never ever hope to get any peace, happiness and bliss 
anywhere in this world). (40) 
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[Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 204 
which says that those who do not find interest in the holy deeds of the Lord, i.e. the 
divine story of the Lord during his incarnation as Ram, are abandoned even by the 
creator. That is, they are most unfortunate and deprived of the chance to find 
happiness and welfare. They cannot expect any good and well-being even in their 
dreams.] 


41. few wes Hes TAA SRS ie HS SI | 
zaf wf gahs Tel Geet ga WU 11 

41. hiya phātahum phütahum nayana jara'u so tana kēhi kama. 
dravahim sravahim pulaka'i nahim tulasi sumirata rama.. 


Tulsidas says those hearts that do not melt (become mellowed) on remembering Lord 
Ram should burst (crack, die, disintegrate), those eyes that do not shed tears of love 
and affection should be blinded, and that body which does not become thrilled and 
ecstatic should be burnt and reduced to ashes—for what is the use of keeping such a 
despicable body and its various parts because all such organs are worthless, and it 1s 
better to get rid of them. (41) 


[Refer: (1) Vinai Patrika, verse nos. 83, 268; (11) Dohawali, verse nos. 42-45. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
113 we read that “the heart that does not feel exhilarated and ecstastic upon hearing 
the glories and the divine story of Lord Ram is surely like a hardened, lifeless and 
emotionless Vajra, the strongest and the hardest element in existence". 

Further, Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 41 says “those who feel extremely exhilarated, happy, joyous, ecstatic and thrilled 
by narrating and hearing the divine story of the Lord, and who take a symbolic bath in 
the holy river constituting of the glories and the holy deeds of the Lord—they are the 
ones who are deemed to be holy and have done an auspicious deed which portends all 
round good for their soul and their well-being".] 


42. wate qfi x fir oa Wu Te Wr | 
get fefe «t Gores ag d ser fla sm 11 


42.  ramahi sumirata rana bhirata deta parata guru payami . 
tulasī jinhahi na pulaka tanu te jaga jivata jayam .. 


At the time of remembering Lord Ram', facing enemy during ethically fought 
combat, giving alms and donation’, and at the time of bowing at the feet of the Guru 
(enlightened moral teacher)* — those who are not thrilled on such occasions live a 
worthless life. (42) 


[ Refer: Vinai Patrika, verse no. 83. 
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?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
284; Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 229. 

Now, let us briefly see what the above lines of Ram Charit Manas say. (i) Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 284 says “a Kshatriya who gets 
scared when facing an enemy is like a blight on the face of the family in which he is 
born". (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 229 says 
“arrogance and haughtiness arising out of royal powers and strength is a natural blight 
that did not spare even great kings such as the thousand-armed Sastra-baahu, Indra, 
the king of gods, and king Trishanku". 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 207 which says “Oh 
King, you must give with cheerfulness, and discard delusions of being deprived of 
something that is so dear to you that you can't part with it". This is said by sage 
Vishwamitra when King Dasrath was reluctant to send Ram and Laxman with the 
sage to protect his fire sacrifice. The idea is, one must give with cheerfulness and 
willingly, and never cling to anything in this world. 


“Refer: (i) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Sortha line nos. 1-10, and Chaupai line nos. 
1 and 5 that precedes Doha no. 1, which primarily are dedicated to the praise of the 
holy feet of one's Guru. (ii) Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, line nos. 2-3 of Doha no. 
5 describes how Lord Ram had rushed to fall at the feet of his Guru sage Vashistha 
and sage Vaamdeo as soon as the Lord saw them upon his return to Ayodhya after the 
end of the 14 years of forest exile. This is cited here to emphasise that even the Lord 
had eagerly fell at the feet of his learned Guru and other elderly men to show his 
respect to them.] 


43. ZAA A ga GAM SIL sag ERIS UN | 
ALA UA TA TA Sie at alae SHE WU II 


43.  hrdaya so kulisa samana jo na drava'i hariguna sunata. 
kara na rama guna gana jiha so dadura jiha sama.. 


The heart, which does not become mellowed and full of devotion on hearing Sri Hari's 
(Sri Ram's) glories, is hard (i.e. stiff, unemotional and soul-less) like a Vajra (the 
thunderbolt; literally "hard as a stone"); and a tongue, which does not sing the glories 
of Lord Ram, is croaking like that of a frog's. (43) 


[ Refer: (i) Dohawali, verse no. 41. 

(ii) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha 
no. 113 which say—'He who has not given place to devotion and love for the Lord in 
his heart is as good as a corpse. The tongue that does not sing or narrate the divine 
glories and virtues of the Lord is like the tongue of a frog. The heart that does not feel 
ecstatic on hearing the divine story of the Lord is as stern and lifeless as Vajra, the 
hardest element in existence." 

(iii) Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1 and 6 that precede 
Doha no. 53 which say “those who get fed up by hearing the story of Lord Ram have 
not understood its true meaning, and neither have they truly enjoyed its succulent 
juice which is like nectar; such creatures who get fed up by hearing the Lord's divine 
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glories and holy stories are self-defeating, self-ruining, and act like poison for their 
own self". 
(1v) Refer also to: Vinai Patrika, verse no. 142, and no. 237. 


In brief, any one organ (or all the organs) of the creature's body that do not (or does 
not) find comfort, peace, happiness and joy in Lord Ram's holy Name, which is like 
the nectar of life, is (or are) absolutely worthless, and worthy of discarding. 

Refer also to Srimad Bhagvad Mahapuran, 2/3/20-24.] 


5]. Xue us i fu ed uuu qm di efe | 
seit feared dd 8 fate fear Tere dif 11 


51. re mana saba so nirasa hvai sarasa rama som hohi. 
bhalo sikhavana deta hai nisi dina tulast tohi.. 


[Addressing the mind, Tulsidas motivates it to avoid thinking about the mortal world 
to which it has a natural inclination to move and get hooked, and instead focus its 
attention on Lord Ram because it will give the mind immense peace, bliss and 
happiness.] 


‘Oh Mind! Tulsidas advises you day and night to detach yourself from all the products 
and material sense objects of this (deluding and entrapping) world, and instead attach 
yourself to Lord Ram (i.e. have devotion, affection, faith and longing for Sri Ram, 
and surrender yourself to the Lord).’ (51) 


[The world is selfish, and whatever benefits one seems to get by his attachment with 
the world is because he is of some use to the latter and serves some of its interests. As 
soon as he stops serving the vested interest of the world, the latter would start 
shunning him like he was some despicable creature. But Lord Ram is very kind, 
merciful and accepting; he is a friend of the downtrodden and the helpless; he will 
accept the person even when he is useless for the society. The only requirement the 
Lord needs is devotion, love and sincerity of surrender. He does not like deceit and 
cunning. 

Refer also to: (1) Dohawali, verse nos. 21 and 49; and (ii) Vinai Patrika, verse 
no. 190.] 


57. wasn fa asd wa Dat ds | 
TER HASH HET Teas Sat Tet ATT 11 


57. rama prema binu dübaro rama prémahim pina. 
raghubara kabahumka karahugē tulasihi jyom jala mina.. 


A fish! gets nourishment in water and remains healthy in it, but it becomes emaciated 
without it and dies if totally deprived of it. Similarly, Tulsidas wonders when shall he 
develop such profound degree of devotion, longing, love and affection for Raghubar 
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(Sri Ram) that he would become emaciated without the Lord, and feel nourished 
(well-off, happy and contented) by having love and affection for the Lord. (57) 


[ Refer also to Doha no. 56, 404 and 569 of the book ‘Dohawali’. 

In Vinai Patrika, verse no. 68, stanza no. 5, the metaphor of the fish 1s used to 
emphasise the sort of love, devotion and dedication one should have for Lord Ram. 
This stanza says—“Oh Tulsidas! Just like a fish depends upon water, you (Tulsidas 
addresses himself) have only one succour and hope in the holy and divine Name of 
Lord Ram in all the three phases of life representing your past (previous life), your 
present (life in this world), and your future (life after death).”] 


58. qa ie TR IAE UA RA AT R | 
Geet wer sr TA pl feat farra afa 11 


58. rama sanēhī rama gati rama carana rati jāhi. 
tulasī phala jaga janama ko diyo bidhata tahi.. 


Tulsidas says that a person who loves only Lord Ram, whose aim or goal in life is (the 
attainment of) Lord Ram, and who has devotion and affection only for the feet of 
Lord Ram—well, such a person is the fortunate one who has been selected by the 
creator for granting the real benefits or rewards of having taken birth in this world. 

[That is, such a person is indeed most lucky and he enjoys the fruit of life by 
way of happiness, joys, bliss, contentedness, pleasures and comforts of all kinds, as 
well as good fame and a secured spiritual future in the form of liberation and 
deliverance of the soul.] (58) 


[Refer also to: (1) Dohawali, verse no. 39; (ii) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 37; 
and (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 195, line no. 2—which says: 
“the creator seems to opposed to someone who does not have devotion and love for 
the holy feet of Lord Ram and serve them in this world".] 


61. dm we fava N fast UH EE | 
det d fa we at or safe fé J 


61. je jana rükhe bisaya rasa cikanē rāma sanēhant. 
tulasī tē priya rama ko kānana basahim ki gēhant.. 


Tulsidas says that only those who have renounced their attachment to the material 
gross world of sense objects and a desire or longing for them, and are instead 
engrossed in enjoying the taste of the nectar of love and devotion for Lord Ram are 
the ones who are the beloved of the Lord. It does not matter then whether they stay in 
the forest (as hermits or ascetics) or live as a householder. (61) 


[Usually it is believed that a hermit or sage who has renounced the world and its 
material attractions is closer to God as compared to a householder who remains 
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engaged in the affairs of the world. Tulsidas addresses this question and says that 
what actually matters is not whether one stays in the forest or lives a householder's 
life carrying out his assigned duties but the degree and depth of his love and devotion 
for the Lord God. Merely living in a forest will not serve any spiritual purpose if the 
man's mind is hooked to the world. A householder who does his duties but keeps his 
mind, sub-conscious and heart focused on the Lord God is far better than a hermit or 
sage who dons ochre clothes but remains hooked to the world and its material charms. 
A person can deceive the world by his pretensions, but not the Lord. So those who 
have sincere and truthful love and devotion for Lord Ram are given the greatest of 
respect and honour in the community of saints and sages irrespective of their 
vocation. 

Refer also to: (1) Vinai Patrika, verse nos. 118, 127, 251; (ii) Dohawali, verse 
nos. 62-63 that follow below; (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 204; 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 277; Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 7-10 that precedes Doha no. 86; Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 87 and line no. 2 of Doha 87 Ka. 


Let us briefly see what Ram Charit Manas says on the referred topic. 

(a) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 204— see note of Doha no. 
60 above. 

(b) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 277—"those whose mind and heart are drenched in, soaked in, infused and 
suffused with a natural love and affection for Lord Ram, such persons get honoured 
and respected in the community of saints". 

(c) Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-10 that precedes Doha 
no. 86 in which the Lord himself declares to sage Kaagbhusund—"TI repeatedly tell 
you, truthfully, that there is nothing or no one in this world as dear to me as the person 
who serves me with devotion, faith and sincerity. Even Brahma, the creator, is like 
other ordinary beings for me if he lacks devotion and faith in me. On the contrary, if a 
creature has devotion and faith in me then I love like my life even though he may be 
most lowly and downtrodden." 

(d) Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
87 and line no. 2 of Doha 87 (a)—“amongst all the creatures, they who have devotion, 
love, affection, belief and faith in me after having abandoned all sorts of negativity 
such as deceit, pretensions and delusions, verily I say that they are very dear to me no 
matter who they are, even if they are impotent men or women, or even if they are 
humble creatures of whatever denomination”.] 


62. FAT CT Fay p SR WU A | 
gent SÀ HA ua U sen sue fe | 


62.  jatha labha santosa sukha raghubara carana saneha. 
tulasi jo mana khümda sama kānana basahum ki géha.. 


One who is contented and happy with whatever he gets, and in whom (i.e. in whose 
heart) love and devotion for Lord Ram's holy feet is full to the brim, he whose heart 
and mind have become like a horse whose hind legs are tied'—Tulsidas says that for 
such people, there is no difference between living in a forest or as a householder. (62) 
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[ When the hind legs of a horse are tied it cannot go anywhere inspite of moving its 
front legs constantly. Similarly, when one has tied oneself at the holy feet of Sri Ram, 
then his mind and heart won't wonder from place to place. 

Refer also to verse nos. 61 and 63 herein above.] 


63. ga si à um di fed wes ue | 
Ys gerat arfēdi ats vat as NE 11 


63.  tulasi jaum pai rama som nahina sahaja sanēha. 
mūmda murayo badihim bhānira bhayo taji géha.. 


Tulsidas says that 1f one does not have natural love, affection and devotion for Sri 
Ram, then it is useless to tonsure the head (i.e. leave the household and pretend to be a 
monk or an ascetic). (63) 


[Refer also to Vinai Patrika, verse no. 204, 268. 

Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 137 says that it is useless for a person to 
have dressed like a hermit who has renounced the world, but harbour desires or 
yearnings for this world in his mind and heart. It is plain and simple cheating.] 


80. Am am Ulead GTA UH Aia TE | 
FY STAT SACHS aA usb RT TS 11 


80.  nigama agama sahéba sugama rama samcili caha. 
ambu asana avaloki'ata sulabha sabai jaga mamha.. 


Lord Ram (the personified form of Brahm, the Supreme Being), who is beyond 
comprehension even by the Vedas, is easily accessible or attainable by everyone (i.e. 
the devotee, the spiritual seeker) by having purity of devotion and sincerity of desire 
to reach the Lord just like water and food are very easily available to all in this world. 
(80) 


[Water and food are abundantly available in this world, but they have to sought by the 
needy—they won't come automatically to the thirsty and the hungry till the latter 
make basic effort to get them though they are available aplenty in this world. So is the 
case with the Lord—he is easily accessible and ready to walk the extra mile or take 
the extra step only if the devotee or the seeker makes some basic effort. And the 
simplest effort that he is expected to make is having devotion and love for Lord Ram. 
Refer Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 117 (a) which 
says that Lord Ram is not attained even during deep mediation done by great sages 
and ascetics, and is also incomprehensible to the Vedas because they cannot definitely 
define him but simply say 'Neti-Neti'—i.e. not this, not this. In other words, after 
having spent reams of paper in an attempt to sing hymns to the Supreme Being and 
using countless epithets and adjectives and nouns and proper nouns to describe who 
the Lord is and what are his characteristic virtues and qualities, they ultimately 
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surrender and say that nothing can be said with absolutely certainty about the Lord. It 
cannot be said that ‘this’ is Lord and ‘that’ is not Lord. He is omnipresent, all- 
pervading and immanent in creation. 

Lord Shiva has affirmed that the only way to make the Lord reveal himself is 
un-adulterated love and affection—refer Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, line nos. 5-7 
that precedes Doha no. 185. 

Refer also to (i) Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 55; (ii) Kavitawali, Uttar 
Kand, verse no. 126; (iii) Dohawali, verse no. 573.] 


81. Uga sme fre sei fau afeat Ta | 
dais dia p au A cdi A qend uu (| 


= 0 lp: = 


81.  sanmukha āvata pathika jyorn di'em' dahino bāma. 
taiso'i hota su apa ko tyorn hi tulasī rāma.. 


Tulsidas says that a pedestrian coming to you from the opposite direction would pass 
by your left or right depending on the right-of-way of passage you give to him. 
Similarly, Lord Ram would respond to you depending on the quality and intensity of 
your devotion and faith, as well as the degree of earnestness and sincerity that you 
have. (81) 


[Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 219 
says that though it is true that the Lord has ordained that the world would be driven by 
the principles of action and reaction, or the principle of Karma which says that a man 
reaps what he sows, but still the Lord treats each individual according to the level of 
devotion, humility and submission he has for the Lord. That is, the Lord would 
forgive and consider sympathetically the case of those who are devoted to him, ask 
for forgiveness, offer all their deeds and their fruits to the Lord, and submit before 
him unconditionally, as compared to those who are sinful and opposed to the Supreme 
Being. In other words, everything depends upon the individual and his own spiritual 
inclinations. 

Bharat also says the same thing in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 182. He essentially says in these lines 
that though it is correct that he (Bharat) is the root cause of all the mischief that has 
occurred in Ayodhya (which led to Lord Ram's forest exile and the death of his father 
Dasrath), it is certain that when the Lord (Ram) sees him (Bharat) in front, seeking 
forgiveness and refuge in his (Lord's) holy feet, he (the Lord) would surely forgive 
him (Bharat) and lovingly accept him, because the Lord is an ocean of mercy and 
compassion. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that 
precede Doha no. 299 which say that even the most horrible of sinners and culprits are 
forgiven by the Lord when they come and submit themselves with humility and 
devotion before the Lord.] 


128. SÙ dd mé wg SW Efe PR dar | 
are wae Warrants See sita d TT 11 
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128. jo cētana kaham jara kara'i jarahi kara'i caitan'ya. 
asa samartha raghunayakahi bhajahim jiva te dhan'ya.. 


Those who worship Lord Ram—who has the mystical and divine power to make 
something that is animate into something inanimate and vice-versa—are fortunate, 
privileged and blessed. They are the wise and lucky ones (who have understood the 
secret of finding liberation and deliverance from this world as well as the truth of the 
Supreme Being living amongst them in the subtle form of Lord Ram as his divine 
story, his divine name and his divine glory). (128) 


[This Doha appears in the epic Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, as its Doha no. 119. 

We have two living instances how the Lord can make even the most 
enlightened and realised saint into one who is equivalent to an ignorant one, and one 
who has no knowledge of the scriptures into one who becomes so exalted that the 
Lord himself appeared before him. The first instance is that of sage Narad who 
prouded himself as being the greatest devotee of Lord Vishnu. He was once so 
deluded that he wished to marry a girl, and when he found out that Lord Vishnu had 
prevented him from doing so (because the Lord did not wish Narad to get entangled in 
passions and lust as he was a Sanyasi, an ascetic who is supposed to remain aloof 
from attachments and lust of the sensual pleasures) he cursed the Lord. It was one of 
the reasons why Lord Vishnu became a human, and the Lord had to suffer the agony 
of separation from his divine consort Laxmi, who became Sita when the Lord himself 
became Ram. This entire episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from 
Doha no. 125 to 139. 

There are many instances of the second category of devotees—viz. Jatau, the 
vulture (Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Doha no. 28 to 32), Sabari, the low 
caste woman (Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 34 to Doha no. 36), Vibhishan, the demon brother of Ravana (Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Doha no. 41 to 49). 

Then there is the story of the child devotee Prahalad who had been able to 
have a Darshan (divine, sacred sight) of Lord Vishnu though he was merely a child. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 122 (b). It says—"the 
Lord can make a mosquito as great, majestic and powerful as Brahma, the creator of 
the visible world, and reduce Brahma to an inconsequential state of a mosquito. 
Therefore, a wise man must abandon logic and debates about Lord Ram, as the Lord 
cannot be understood by application of worldly logic and intelligence, and instead 
focus his attention on having devotion and faith in the Lord and his supremacy." 

Then again, in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 35 asserts that Lord Ram can convert a humble straw or reed into a 
Vajra (the hardest thing in existence; the strong weapon of Indra), and vice versa. 

Refer also to Dohawali, verse no. 129 in this context. 

Regarding those who are fortunate to have devotion and faith in Lord Ram, 
Tulsidas says in his epic Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 127 that Lord 
Shiva told his divine consort Uma that a clan or family in which are born people who 
have devotion, love and faith in Lord Ram is indeed praise worthy, noble, holy, pious, 
honourable and most exalted in this world. 

Vairagya Sandipani, verse no. 36 says that ‘glory to the father and mother who 
have a son who worships Lord Ram in any manner whatsoever, willingly or 
unwillingly, rightly or wrongly, with or without devotion.' That is, just like a correct 
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medicine curing a disease even if it is taken unwillingly, Lord Ram will take care of 
anyone who worships the Lord irrespective of his having devotion for the Lord or 
not.] 


129. KE mara d fiis R Umm | 
qd afte St TA afst Asie STE TY S || 


129. šrīraghubīra pratapa te sindhu tare pasana. 
te matimanda je rama taji bhajahim ja'i prabhu ana.. 


By the glory and effect of Raghubir, the brave king of Raghu's dynasty (i.e. Lord 
Ram), even stones and boulders floated on the water of the ocean (during construction 
of the bridge to cross over to Lanka). Therefore, surely one is un-wise and an idiot if 
he abandons such a Lord and worship others. 

[If dead rocks can float on the water of the ocean by the grace of Lord Ram, then 
getting across the ocean represented by this mundane world, and getting liberation 
and deliverance for the soul from its fetters, is also possible if one relies faithfully and 
exclusively on the powers of the divine name of the Lord, and has devotion for him.] 
(129) 


[This Doha also appears in the epic Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, as its Doha no. 
3: 

The great monkey architects Nal and Neel were building the bridge. Huge 
boulders and rocks as huge as mountains were dumped in the ocean, and they remain 
afloat and steady at one place. The world gave the credit of the construction of the 
bridge to the monkeys and their architect, but has anyone thought the real reason why 
the rocks and boulders floated instead of sinking to the bottom of the ocean? Well, 
Tulsidas says that it is due to the powers of Lord Ram’s divine and holy name that 
this miracle happened, because Hanuman was busy etching the Lord’s name on each 
individual stone before it was thrown into the ocean. In other words, the secret of 
them floating and remaining tied was in the mystical name of Lord Ram that it acted 
as a buoy that prevented the gross and heavy-as-lead pieces of rock from sinking into 
the water. 

Therefore, if a man invokes the holy and all-powerful name of Lord Ram, then 
he is sure to remain afloat in this quagmire-like world, and ultimately help his soul to 
get across it. He will never drown in the water of miseries and grief of this world. 

In Vinai Patrika, verse no. 228 has a stanza that says that it can be made 
possible for lotus to grow on a stone if someone invokes the almighty powers of the 
divine name of Lord Ram and wishes it to be so.] 


130. ere RAS Ta SET SICH erg A AS | 
ase 4 Fa dfe UH He Be SRI BSS 11 


130. lava nimésa paramanu juga barasa kalapa sara canda. 
bhajasi na mana tehi rama kahan kalu jasu kodanda.. 
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‘Oh mind! Why don't you worship Lord Ram (the Viraat Purush, the cosmic Lord) 
whose bow resembles Kaal (the time factor and death or end of creation), and the 
arrows are like the various divisions (fractions) of time such as a Lava, a Nimesh, a 
Parmaanu, a Yug (era or epoch), a Baras (year), and a Kalpa.’ (130) 


[Technically, the smallest fraction of time is the ‘Parmaanu’, i.e. the time taken by 
light to pass through an atom, or the time taken by a photon to travel through an atom, 
or for an atom to oscillate. The *Nimesh' is the time taken for the eyelid to close and 
open once. The ‘Lav’ is equivalent to 36 such Nimesh. The ‘Jug’ is an era or an 
epoch; it may consist of a hundred years or thousands of years. According to Hindu 
belief, one cycle of creation and destruction of the whole world consists of 4 Yugs— 
viz. the Sata Yug, the Treta Yug when Lord Ram was born, the Dwapar Yug when 
Lord Krishna came down to earth, and the Kali Yug which is the current era of the 
four Yug cycle. The ‘Kalpa’ is equivalent to 1 day in the life of Brahma, the creator; it 
is equal to 1000 four-Yug cycles. 

The word ‘Kaal’ has many connotations—it refers to death, an end, conclusion 
of what exists, a frame of time, a notion of time that is relative, creating the sense of 
present, the past and the future. 

In practice, Tulsidas means that whatever or whoever that is born or created in 
this world is bound to die or come to an end. No thing and no one is eternal and 
imperishable. Some exist for a fraction of time, some longer for many years, and 
some others for thousands of years. Even Brahma the creator has his life-span fixed 
and measured. 

There is an Upanishad known as Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of 
the Atarva Veda tradition in which the life-span of Brahma is clearly defined in its 
Canto 3, paragraph nos. 8-9. 

To quote— One day-time of Brahma the creator consists of one thousand cycles of 
creation and destruction, with each cycle consisting of the 4-Yug period according to 
the Hindu tradition. 

One night of Brahm has the same duration as his daytime. 

Therefore, the complete ‘day’ of Brahma as we humans understand this term 
to mean (i.e. one full cycle of day-time + night-time) would be equal to the total time 
taken for one day-time and one night-time according to Brahma's measurement. 

During this one day of Brahma, the world known as the Satya Loka (the 
truthful heaven where Brahma and the other senior Gods such as Vishnu live) is 
created and destroyed once. [That 1s, one cycle of creation and destruction of heaven 
would be equal to one thousand such cycles on earth where mortal creatures live.] 

With this cosmic scale of measuring time, fifteen such days of Brahma would 
be his one ‘Paksha’ or fortnight. 

Two such fortnights would be Brahma's one month. 

Two such months would be Brahma's one season. 

Three such seasons would be one solstice in the year of Brahma. 

Two such solstices (i.e. the summer and the winter solstices) would make up 
one year of Brahma. 

According to this celestial measurement of time, Brahma's one life consists of 
one hundred such years. 

This is said to be one life-span of Brahma the creator (8)." 


The *4-Yug' cycle is the following—"The first is the Sata-yug, the second is the 
Treta-yug, the third is the Dwapar-yug, and the fourth is the current Kali-yug. 
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This Doha appears in the invocational lines of Lanka Kand in Ram Charit Manas. The 
context is the beginning of the war at Lanka, and hence it is emphasized here that the 
person who is about to launch the offensive against the evil demons who represent the 
negative and evil forces in creation so at to eliminate them and restore the balance in 
favour of positive forces and righteousness is none other than the Supreme Being who 
has come down upon this earth to do this job himself. The image that is invoked here 
is that of the Viraat Purush, the all-pervading, all-encompassing, all-powerful and 
supreme Authority and the almighty Lord of creation. 

It is the universal law of Nature that whatever or whoever that is born or 
created must die or come to an end. It is to uphold this law that the Supreme Being is 
depicted as holding the Bow of Death and continuously shooting the Arrows marking 
different times. The metaphoric meaning is clear—death of all those who are born is 
an inviolable certainty, what varies is the time that they live. Some creatures have a 
short life-span, other live longer, but no one can say that he will live for eternity. The 
Death God was so scared of the demons and their king Ravana that he was afraid to 
approach them, so the Lord himself decided to come down and do the needful. 

Another interpretation is as follows—the demon king Ravana had tried to take 
a boon from Brahma that he will never die. But the creator told him that it is 
impossible. So Ravana devised a mean to circumvent it and asked that he will be 
immune to death except at the hands of a man and monkey. He was so over-confident 
of himself, his strength and invincibility that he thought that when even the great 
Gods would not be able to kill him then he has nothing to fear from the humble and 
coward human race and their predecessors, the monkeys, who were even more coward 
than their evolved forms known as the humans. In his lopsided wisdom Ravana 
thought that he was being exceptionally cunning in as much as he had managed to 
deceive Brahma into giving his consent to this condition, and thereby ensuring his 
freedom from the fear of death. Because he thought that once he subdued the almighty 
Gods, he will keep the Death God under his command and hold him captive, thereby 
escaping death for eternity. 

But he forgot that no one has the right to break the law of creation that has 
been established by the Supreme Being, and not by Brahma who simply carries out 
his duty to 'create', and has no right over other aspects of creation such as its 
sustenance and conclusion, which are the exclusive pergorative of Vishnu and Shiva 
respectively. Cunning as he was, Ravana did severe penances and pleased Shiva, 
thereby ensuring the latter's kind view for him. But in his arrogance Ravana thought 
that once Brahma and Shiva are pleased with him, he has no fear from Vishnu, and he 
will easily overcome the Lord should the need arise. This single misplaced 
overconfidence did him in, as it was Lord Vishnu who manifested as a human being 
in the form of Lord Ram and killed Ravana. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
88 it is asserted that those who are wise enough to worship and remember Lord Ram 
are freed from the effects of Kaal. The obvious meaning here is that such devout 
creatures find permanent liberation and deliverance from this mortal world dominated 
by death, and they become immortal in the sense that their soul, which in actuality 1s 
their truthful identity as opposed to their physical gross body, finds emancipation and 
salvation by becoming one with the Supreme Soul of creation known as the 
Parmatma. This Parmatma is none else but Lord Ram in his cosmic form as the Viraat 
Purush or Lord Vishnu, who in turn represents the Supreme Being known as Brahm.] 
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193. Xm fd The at HRS Yas Ws HE | 
ASSA Hs wen fart fed AAN as cE || 


194. rama carita rakésa kara sarisa sukhada saba kahu. 
sajjana kumuda cakora cita hita bisesi bara lahu.. 


The divine story and the glories of Lord Sri Ram give peace and joy to all equally in 
this world like the soothing and the comforting rays of the full moon, but they are 
especially attractive and highly beneficial for, and greatly loved by gentlemen who 
are pious and noble at heart (such as the Lord's devotees and those who are of a 
spiritual inclination). For the mind and intellect of such people, the Lord's divine 
story and his equally divine glories have the same effect as the rays of the full moon 
has on the lotus flower and the bird known as Chakor. (193) 


[This Doha appears in the epic Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, as its Doha no. 32. 

The full moon looks adorable and beautiful in the sky. Its rays act as a 
soothing balm on nerves and cool them down. As compared to the scorching rays of 
the sun, the rays ofthe moon are always welcome and inviogarating for the heart. The 
moonlight illuminates the world softly and tenderly; it is free from the ferocity of the 
sunlight. All living beings find comfort and cheer under the rays of the moon, but the 
lotus flower and the Chakor bird (the Indian red-legged partridge) have special 
affection for the moon. The lotus flower opens its petals wide when the moon is at its 
radiant best, and the Chakor bird keeps its gaze fixed on its bright rounded disc as it 
moves across the sky. They derive extraordinary pleasure and comfort at the sight of 
the full moon. 

Tulsidas cites this instance to emphasise that the divine story and the holy 
deeds of Lord Ram are charming and spiritually comforting for all the creatures in 
equal measure, but those who are the Lord's devotees, followers and spiritually 
oriented find extra pleasure and benefit from them. They feel exhilarated, joys and 
ecstatic when they hear the Lord's holy and divine name and stories being sung and 
narrated anywhere. 

Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 20 
says “the divine story of Lord Ram is beneficial for the world and illuminates it (with 
spiritual wisdom, enlightenment and truthful knowledge about the Supreme Being 
whose revealed form is this whole world, and there is no entity that is separate and 
different from the Lord who resides in one's own inner self as the Atma, the Soul) 
like the sun and the moon". 

Now let us examine why Tulsidas has chosen the example of the ‘lotus’ and 
the bird *Chakor' in this verse. Lotus is a flower, not a living being par se. It has no 
mobility characteristic of the living being such as the bird Chakor. They represent two 
types of spiritual aspirants or seekers—one who remains involved in the affairs of the 
mundane external world but still manages to follows the spiritual path of doing 
auspicious deeds and worshipping the Lord in order to attain liberation and 
deliverance, and the other who renounces everything in the external world to turn 
inwards to seek the same spiritual goal by realizing that his Atma is none but the 
Parmatma, the cosmic Soul, the cosmic Consciousness, the supreme Brahm, who 
resides no where outside but in the individual's own inner self. 
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The ‘Lotus’ grows in the dirty water of a pond but still manages to remain 
clean. When it sees the face of the moon, its petals begin to open in a gesture showing 
the lotus' extreme happiness and joy. Hence it is like the former spiritual aspirant who 
remains involved in the gross affairs of mundane existence in this world but manages 
to keep his mind and sub-conscious aloof from them and focused on the Lord. Thus, 
though he appears to be going about his normal duties in this world in a normal way, 
yet his mind and heart are submerged in the thoughts of the Lord and enjoy 
remembering the Lord's divine name and deeds. 

The bird Chakor, on the other hand, can fly; it is mobile like other living 
creatures as compared to the lotus which is bound to its surrounding environment of 
the dirty pond. If a particular place is not liked by the Chakor, it can immediately 
leave it and go to another more suitable perch, something the lotus can't do. 
Therefore, in this sense, the Chakor is more privileged than the lotus. The Chakor is 
like the wise and enlightened spiritual aspirant, such as self-realised ascetics, saints, 
sages, hermits and others who have renounced the world and tempting charms 
because they have realised that it is a trap that would keep them eternally turning in 
the wheel of birth and death and their attendant pain and suffering. So they break their 
relationships from the world and roam around like a mendicant. They are not bound to 
this world or the body like the bird Chakor that is not bound to any particular tree or 
garden, but is free to go anywhere that it likes. 

Like the Chakor which fixes its gaze on the full moon, such self-realised and 

enlightened souls keep their mind and attention fixed on their spititual goal which is 
to attain liberation and deliverance, salvation and emancipation for their ‘self’. In this 
endeavour, they become contemplative and meditate upon the Atma residing in their 
inner self, besides studying the scriptures and analyzing their true meaning so at to 
search and find the truthful answer as to what these terms actually mean. 
So we observe that both the types of spiritual aspirants or seekers have the same goal, 
though their approach and circumstances are different like the two instances of the 
lotus and the bird Chakor cited here. Both have the same degree of affection for the 
moon, but are poles apart in the hierarchy of ceation—one is a plant that is studied 
under the field of science known as Botany, while the other is a living creature 
coming under the zoological kingdom and studied in Zoology. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
47 it is affirmed that “the divine story of Lord Ram is like the beautiful and charming 
rays of the full moon, while saints, holy and pious people are like the bird Chakor 
(that is so enamoured of the moon and its beauty that it keeps its gaze fixed on the 
latter)”. In other words, such holy people keep their mind and attention fixed on the 
divine story and auspicious glories of Lord Sri Ram, who is a personified form of the 
Supreme Being. ] 


194. wen PRA Goh Stra Gets Xp | 
S Ta T4 deal Gest fats Ufa 11 


194. raghubara kirati sajjanani sitala khalani sutati. 
jyom cakūra caya cakkavani tulasi cāmdani rāti.. 
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The full moon night is a provider of comfort, solace, peace and joy to the bird called 
Chakor (as described in Doha no. 193), while it is tormenting for the bird called 
Chakava'. 

Similarly, Tulsidas says that the glories, the fame and the divine stories of Lord 
Sri Ram provide peace, tranguility, happiness and joy to good people (gentlemen; 
those who are pure and gentle at heart, those who are pious, holy, noble and 
spiritually inclined), but the holy name of the Lord and his divine stories (or any talk 
about him and even the mention of him) creates torments, annoyance, irritation and 
heart-burn among miscreants and evil people. (194) 


[The *Chakva' is the ruddy goose or an ostrich. The ‘Chakor’ is the Indian red-legged 
partridge. The same light of the full moon appears to torment the Chakva while it 
pleases the Chakor. The Chakor feels happy at the sight of the moon, while the 
Chakva shuns it. 

These two birds are used as metaphors to describe how the divine stories of 
Lord Ram—and for that matter any thing related to spiritualism—is liked by saintly 
and noble people, but abhorred by non-saintly and wicked people. It also emphasizes 
how the same story is interpreted differently by these people. 

Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 16 says— 
“Lord Sri Ram manifested in this world like the full moon coming up in the eastern 
horizon to give happiness to saintly people and act like the frost or snow for the lotus 
flower symbolizing those who are wicked and evil." The same lotus blooms when it 
sees the full moon in an ordinary night, but it shrivels and dies when the same moon 
rises in a night that is biting cold, when there is frost and it begins to snow. 

In the present context it means that the same story of Lord Ram gives immense 
pleasure and spiritual comfort to those who are noble and saintly, while tormenting 
and annoying those who are evil and wicked. 

Evil, sinful, pervert and wicked people have a natural tendency to see the 
wrong side of everything. They are compared to the bird Chakva which is angry when 
the full moon rises on the horizon because it torments this bird. While this moon is 
welcomed by the rest of the creatures, this is the only bird which abhors it, hates it, 
and treats the full moon with utter disdain and contempt. 

Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
64 says “cool (good, pleasant) advice that should have been soothing and comforting 
(for Sita) appeared to torment her like the fire of hell just as the case of the Chakva 
which feels extremely unhappy and agitated during the night of the full moon of the 
Sharad Purnima (though this moon provides comfort, peace, solace and happiness to 
the rest of the world)". 

In Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 1, Lord Shiva tells his divine 
consort Uma that—‘‘Lord Ram's divine glories and eclectic qualities are extremely 
sublime, and are very mysterious and enigmatic—i.e. they are not easily 
understandable by all. While saints and wise people who hear them and do understand 
them develop spiritual wisdom and the virtue of renunciation, those who are of low 
and corrupt intellect, those who are opposed to the Lord and have no spiritual 
inclination or desire to follow the righteous path of Dharma (proper thought and noble 
intentions in life) prick holes in it and twist the story to suit their vested interests. 
They therefore get sucked in the endless vortex of delusions and confusions, while the 
saintly people find liberation and deliverance from the same story." 

For instance, saintly persons find in the story the nectar-like message of the 
importance of having devotion and submission for the Lord as an easy means of 
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attaining spiritual emancipation and salvation; they analyse the different aspects of the 
story and pick up gems of spiritual wisdom and countless advices for leading a life 
that is auspicious, righteous, noble and holy; they read the story and hear it being told 
as a tool for obtaining peace, solace, succour and comfort for their mind and heart. 

The wicked people and those with pervert mind find countless faults in it and 
point out so many taints in the character of Lord Ram. They treat it as some fictional 
writing which is meant to entertain.] 


473. ats dif nfosu d sss d BN | 
aA reb Ue d erp d AN I 


473. badi pratiti gathibandha tem baro jūga tem chēma. 
baro susēvaka sa'im tem baro nema tem prēma.. 


Faith, conviction, firmness of belief and trust (in any relationship) are more important 
than formal ties, bonds, treaties or agreements. [Refer Doha no. 453 also.] 

Similarly, ‘Kshem’ is of greater importance than ‘Yog’ (as described in Doha 
no. 472). 

Between a Lord and his servant or attendant, it 1s the latter who 1s more 
important than the former'. [The Lord is praised and acquires his stature because he is 
honoured and raised to the exalted position by his attendants and followers who serve 
him diligently and faithfully. The king for instance wins a war relying on his soldiers; 
it is the soldier who lays down his life to serve his lord, the king, and all the glories 
that the king possesses are due to his subjects. Even in an ordinary household, it is the 
junior members of the family who do odd jobs, attend to the daily household chores 
and run around errands, freeing senior members to attend to their business affairs. 
Otherwise, the lord of the house and other senior members would be spending the 
whole day just running around errands and worrying for such routine matters as bying 
vegetables and grocery for the kitchen, washing clothes and sweeping the house, 
dropping children to school, and so on instead of paying attention to more important 
business matters upon which depend the bread and butter needs of the entire family. 
The chief supervisor in any organization can't work efficiently and look over a large 
office or workplace if he is not helped by a retinue of subordinates and functionaries 
working obediently under him. The credit of course goes to the supervisor, but it 
ought to be the workers who must be honoured for well-oiled official machinery. If 
we take another example, it is the devotee who is instrumental in giving importance to 
a particular deity as compared to others. This logic can be extended to any number of 
situations, and we find that it is always the junior who help the senior perform his 
tasks efficiently and with each. Therefore, upon analysis one comes to the conclusion 
that whatever glory and honour the lord or the senior has is due to the subordinates 
working backdoor and behind the scene for him.] 

Finally, the virtue of sincerity and truthfulness in love, affection, devotion and 
dedication are more important than merely pretensions of these virtues and doing a 
routine form of service. External appearances or pretensions of love and dedication 
are worthless if there is no element of sincerity and honesty in them”. [For instance, to 
have love and devotion for Lord God is more important then merely doing rituals and 
observing sacraments in a mechanical manner. Similarly, a subordinate who goes the 
extra mile to serve his organization diligently and faithfully with the best of his ability 
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and is never concerned about his personal comfort when it comes to service matters is 
always praised and becomes close to his seniors as compared to those who are merely 
working in a routine manner for a salary and are more interested in looking at the 
clock to stop work when the time of work ends than to put in an extra hour to serve 
the organization which has provided them with their bread and butter. Any master or 
teacher or parent, for instance, will love his respective subordinate or servant or 
student or off-spring more who serves him with dedication and love, who is ever 
eager to carry out any orders given to him by his master, teacher or parent as the case 
may be, as compared to others who just observe formalities and are more interested in 
their own selves than their benefactors.] (473) 


['The fact that the servant is more important and praiseworthy than his lord is 
expressed in Doha no. 528 also which says “The servant is more important and 
praiseworthy than his lord if the former is sincere, wise and intelligent. For instance, 
Lord Ram had to construct a bridge to cross the mighty ocean, but his servant 
Hanuman had simply jumped over it to cross it." 

In Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 16-17 that precede Doha 
no. 120, the crow saint Kaagbhusund says “I believe that Lord Ram's servant or 
follower or devotee is greater and more important than the Lord himself. If one 
compares Lord Ram to an ocean, then wise men are like the cloud. If Lord Ram is like 
the tree of the sandalwood, then wise men are like the wind. (The water of the ocean 
is not drinkable, but the clouds convert it into rain which is sweet and drinkable. The 
sandalwood tree's fragrance is spread far and wide by the gust of wind blowing away 
from it, and hence it is the wind that helps to spread the glory of the sandalwood tree. 
Otherwise it would have been little known and had remained obscure. } 


"As for the virtues of having love and devotion being superior to anything else, Ram 
Charit Manas says in Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 49 that 
“to have love and devotion for the holy feet of Lord Ram is the best and the most 
beautiful of all means and ways to find one's welfare". 

A similar idea is expressed in Tulsidas’ Vinai Patrika, verse no. 194, stanza 
no. 3 that says “in this world there is no dearth of ways to find spiritual bliss and 
happiness, such as acquiring Gyan (spiritual knowledge), practicing Vairagya 
(renunciation), doing Yoga (meditation), Japa (repetition of divine name of the Lord 
God), Tapa (penances), performing Yagya (fire sacrifices and other religious duties), 
and so on. But without having sincere love and devotion for Lord Ram all of them are 
futile and meaningless just like the waves in an artificial ocean of desires having its 
resemblance in the mirage seen in the hot desert."] 


566. aA WIS WAR act TG ure Uf | 
Ge sa AAR Ta ATA aR Serer 11 


566. kali pasanda pracāra prabala papa pāvamřa patita. 
tulasī ubhaya adhara rama nama surasari salila.. 


In Kali-yug, pretensions, haughtiness, boasts and deceit are very widespread. 
Everywhere one sees sinful, evil and lowly persons who have abandoned their rightful 
path and fallen from their principles. 
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Tulsidas says that in this fearful moral situation, there are only two practical means or 
ways to overcome all (spiritual) hurdles and find liberation—one is the holy Name of 
Lord Ram (who is an incarnate Supreme Being), and the other is the holy water of 
river Ganges (which is said to have originated from the toe of Lord Vishnu, the 
cosmic form of the Supreme Being, and therefore possesses mystical powers of 
purification). (566) 


[Refer also to Dohawali’s verse nos. 57-63, 126-129, 140-143, 156-157, 171-177, 
567-569. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
27 it is said “in Kali-yug, there is no right deed, no devotion for Lord God, and no 
wisdom and enlightenment; the only hope of succour is Lord Ram's holy name". 

The same idea is expressed in Tulsidas' Barvai Ramayan, verse no. 48 that 
says "In Kali-yug, there is no Gyan (wisdom and enlightenment), no Viraag 
(renunciation and detachment from falsehood and materialism), no Yoga and Samadhi 
(meditation and its higher state of transcendental existence). Oh Tulsidas! Don't get 
confused. Do Japa (repetition) of the holy name of Lord Ram without any doubts and 
interruption." 

The holiness of the water of river Ganges is praised in Vinai Patrika, verse 
nos. 17-20, and in Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse nos. 145-147. Both these books have 
been published in English by this author separately.] 


567. TĀ qu dea fad WR S IS | 
TH US HA FS YY GAA Yes AS |1 


567. ramacandra mukha candrama cita cakora jaba ho'i. 
rama raja saba kāja subha samaya suhavana so'i.. 


That moment when the mind and heart of a person becomes like that of the bird 
known as Chakor (the Indian red-legged partridge) which fixes its gaze at the full 
moon without looking anywhere else, i.e. when the devotee's mind and heart 
constantly remembers the divine form of Lord Ram with great devotion and affection 
just like the Chakor that constantly looks at the beauteous face of the full moon—then 
wise ones say that such a moment should be regarded as the most auspicious and 
fruitful in a person's life. This moment is as fruitful and auspicious as the time when 
Lord Ram actually ruled over his kingdom on earth, and its citizens had the good 
fortune of daily getting a divine glimpse of the Supreme Being in the form of Lord 
Ram who lived in their midst. Those times were exceptionally auspicious, happy and 
fruitful for the devotees. 

[To wit, though the Lord is not physically present now, but if one constantly 
and sincerely remembers the Lord mentally, and has heart-felt deep love and devotion 
for the Lord, then the spiritual benefits that such a devotee gets in the present is the 
same as the one got during the actual reign of Lord Ram on earth during the age of 
Treta-yug. 

For all practical purposes, the Lord is actually present before a devotee at all 
times of existence if the latter has firm devotion and deep affection for him. 
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The central idea of this Doha is that the moment in a man's life when he 
remembers the Lord God is the best and the most auspicious one. Therefore, if a 
person is able to remember the Lord in all moments of his mundane life then his entire 
life becomes one seamless form of meditation, and this enables the Lord to be close to 
him each and every moment throughout life. 

This closeness with the Lord can take many forms, such as serving the Lord God 
by offering all deeds to him, seeing the Lord God in each unit and aspect of this 
creation, remembering the Lord God's holy name and constantly repeating it silently 
inside one's Mana (mind and heart), having complete faith and devotion for the Lord 
God, and so on. 

One of the many ways that this particular Doha advocates is to remember the 
Lord's divine form and his glories during each moment of a man's life.] (567) 


[This Doha also appears in Tulsidas? book titled "Ram Agya Prashnawali', and 
appears in it as no. 6/4/4. 

Lord Ram's face was so beautiful to look at that he has repeatedly been 
addressed as ‘Ram Chandra’—Ram who is like the full moon. For instance, when the 
Lord had gone to the forest, the people who lived in the villages and hamlets falling 
on the way gathered to have a divine glimpse of the Lord. They were so much 
mesmerized by the bewitching beauty of the Lord's face which resembled a full moon 
that they looked at it fixedly, and this sight gave them immense happiness and joy— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha 
no. 115. 

In another instance we find that when the sages and hermits of the forest 
gathered around the Lord in his hermitage, he sat in their midst facing them, and all of 
them watched the Lord's stunningly beautiful full moon-like face just like the Chakor 
gazes at the full moon—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 12.] 


568. dS TA TA FAA et SRN KTR | 
Ghat Gr xp A farre qenet et |i 


568. bīja rama guna gana nayana jala ankura pulakāli. 
sukrti sutana sukheta bara bilasata tulasi sali.. 


[Tulsidas uses the example of the farmer's field and the process of getting an 
excellent harvest to describe how one can develop the best form of love and devotion 
for Lord Ram.] 

When the auspicious ‘seeds’ symbolizing Lord Ram's glories and virtues that 
are divine and holy by their inherent nature are sown in a fertile soil of an excellent 
‘field’ representing a person’s body that is free from sins and vices (i.e. the person has 
voluntarily abstained from any unrighteous and impure deeds), and then these seeds 
are ‘watered’ with tears of pure devotion and love for the Lord (i.e. when the person's 
eyes well-up with tears of exhilaration and joy as soon as he remembers the Lord), 
and when he feels so ecstatic that tears begin to roll down from his eyes as soon as he 
remembers the Lord and his divine form, holy name, auspicious deeds etc.— 
according to Tulsidas it is only then that a new ‘sprout’ representing ecstasy and 
exhilaration accompanied by bliss and joy of success in realizing Lord Ram’s love 
and devotion comes to the surface. 
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In due course of time, this effort produces a rich ‘harvest’ (that symbolizes an 
excellent, the most vibrant and the best quality of ‘Bhakti’ for the Lord God that 
translates into the purest form of devotion, love and affection for the Lord, as well as 
complete submission before the Lord that leads the person's soul to merge with its 
primary source, the cosmic Soul, when the 'crop' is finally harvested and gives the 
*farmer', the devotee, his due reward). (568) 


[One reaps what one sows. If one sows good seeds, one gets a good harvest. If one 
sows faulty seeds, the harvest is ruined, and then there is no use blaming the rains, or 
the soil or the climate for a bad harvest. 

If a man spends his time remaining indulgent in the affairs of the gross world 
of material sense objects, and then blames his bad luck for his miseries and mental 
restlessness, then no one is to be blamed for the person's misfortunes than he himself. 
Such a man who has distanced himself from the Lord's grace, and the bliss that 
automatically comes with the remembrance of the Lord and his holy name, and then 
seeks happiness in the world which is inherently characterized by unhappiness, 
torments and miseries, is never expected to find true peace and happiness in his life. 

On the other hand, a man whose mind and heart remain close to a source that 
is an eternal fount of spiritual bliss, peace, beatitude and felicity, i.e. the remembrance 
of Lord Ram who personifies these grand spiritual qualities, is bound to be affected 
by them. It is like the case of getting the effects of one's company. If one keeps the 
company of the world, he is certain to be affected by the latter's gualities—i.e. he 
cannot remain peaceful and contented. On the contrary, if one keeps the company of 
Lord Ram, he is definitely going to enjoy peace and bliss that characterize the Lord. 

Now, let us examine the role of the body. If a farmer sows the best quality of 
seed in a bad soil, then no matter how hard he tries, no matter how much he waters the 
field and how good the rains are and the favourite the climate is, the crop will be 
ruined. Similar is the case with the man. His body is the habitat of the mind and the 
heart. It is the mind that remembers the Lord and guides a man in all his intellectual 
pursuits. It is the heart where devotion, affection, love and a desire to surrender before 
the Supreme Lord sprout. If the body is involved in wrong-doings, the mind and the 
heart cannot escape the negative influence. For instance, if a man stands for a whole 
day in blazing sun, he cannot escape the negative effects of the sun's heat inspite of 
his drinking a lot of water to keep hydrated. The proper intake of water may prevent 
him from dying due to dehydration, but this is not the only problem that the heat of 
the sun causes on the health of the person. 

When the body is kept pure by observing the laws of Dharma, for instance it 
does not do anything that is unrighteous and improper, it helps others instead of being 
a cause of pain to them, it worships the Lord God and does everything in this world as 
a means of selfless service to the Lord, it repeats the holy name of the Lord instead of 
indulging in loose worldly banter, it sees, touches, smells and eats proper things as 
advised by the scriptures instead of things that sort of pollute the inner self of the 
person, then natural positive vibes and a dynamic spiritual energy field are generated 
from such actions that would have corresponding positive and constructive effects on 
the mind and the heart. 

A clean and refreshed body helps the man to keep his mind and heart fresh, 
clean and pure. Just like diseases can be avoided by practicing proper hygiene for the 
body, the purity and holiness of the mind and the heart can be maintained and 
enhanced by ensuring purity and holiness of the physical body where these two vital 
components (mind and heart) reside. 
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The mind and the heart are like the two legs that help a person in his spiritual 
pursuit. While the mind helps a spiritual aspirant to analyse the world and decide for 
himself the goal that he wants to reach, the heart helps him to actually move in this 
direction, because if a man does anything *half-heartedly' then success eludes him. 
The mind helps him to determine convincingly what is true and what is false in this 
world, what will give him peace and what will heap him with misery, what will lead 
to his remaining bound and gagged in fetters of delusions and spiritual bondages that 
would lead to his ruin, and what will give him liberation and deliverance for all times 
to come, the heart on the other hand helps him to nurture such emotions as love, 
devotion, faith, submission, loyalty, honesty etc. towards his chosen goal which will 
ultimately help him to realise or attain that goal which the mind has helped him to set 
for himself. 

It must be remembered here that the Atma, the pure consciousness of the 
individual which is his true ‘self? and a personified microcosmic form of the cosmic 
Consciousness that is known as the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma that is the Lord of 
the entire creation, lives in the heart. The mind is the habitat of the intellect, the sub- 
conscious and the faculties of reasoning and analysis. The mind diverts the efforts of a 
man to any goal, and therefore if the mind decides that this goal is to be Lord Ram 
because that is the truthful destiny for the soul, the Atma, it is only then that the man 
will make efforts by his body in this direction. He will divert all his activities and 
deeds in the realisation of this noble and holy goal. 

Then his mind would advise him the various options open to him— such as 
doing meditation and contemplation, practicing renunciation and dispassion, 
remembering the Lord and his glorious deeds, reading the scriptures and 
understanding the ‘truth’ explained by them instead of reading books that pull the 
mind towards the world and its delusions that churn the soul in a vortex of illusionary 
charms and transient happiness. 

Like the wise farmer who ensure his future happiness by being careful in the 
very beginning when he selects the proper seeds that would suit the type of soil 
available and also tests if the soil is fertile or not, then spends a lot of time and energy 
to properly prepare the field by ploughing and tilling it, and once the seeds are sown 
he ensures that proper arrangement is made for irrigation, then when new sprouts 
appear he carefully tends them against weeds and worms, and later on against birds 
and insects when the crop is in full bloom, a wise and intelligent man ensures his 
spiritual well-being and happiness by cultivating devotion and love for Lord God. For 
this desire to bear fruits, he prepares the ground by first keeping his body pure and 
clean from the corruptions of the material world. Then he sows the seed of love and 
devotion in his heart, and uses the instrument of the mind to enable him to achieve 
this goal intelligently and fruitfully, without getting distracted and committing any 
mistakes. When the crop ripens, then just like the happy farmer who exhilarates at the 
sight of a blooming harvest, the spiritual seeker enjoys a surge of natural ecstasy that 
erupts spontaneously in his inner-self at the very thought of Lord Ram.] 


560. geet afa we fad fare dm TA | 
WT uer YA Gat safe Wem um |1 


569. tulasī sahita saneha nita sumirahu sita rama. 
saguna sumangala subha sada adi madhya parinama.. 
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Tulsidas advises that one should constantly remember the beauteous and auspicious 
divine form of Lord Sri Ram with full love and devotion. By doing so it would be 
auspicious and highly beneficial for a spiritual aspirant as it would ensure his all- 
round well-being and welfare in all the three phases of time in this world—1.e. his 
past, his present and his future will be well taken care of. (569) 


[This Doha appears in Ram Prashnawali, as no. 3/3/7. 

Refer also to Dohawali, verse nos. 566-567, 570 in this context. 

A slight variation of this idea is expressed by Tulsidas in Vinati Patrika, verse 
no. 228, stanza no. 1 that says—"For a person for whom the holy name of Lord Ram 
is dearer than the Lord himself—everything is auspicious for him in this age of Kali- 
yug. His past, present and future that represent the three phases of life in Kali-yug, all 
of them become auspicious and holy for him".] 


570. YEMA ARI Fat WAR TRA | 
gas fates ws Ailes raa Star TA 0i 


570. purusaratha svaratha sakala paramaratha parinama. 
sulabha sid'dhi saba sahibi sumirata sita rāma.. 


As soon as a person remembers Lord Sita-Ram (1.e. Lord Ram along with his divine 
consort Sita) it becomes possible for him to have access to all the Siddhis (successes, 
achievements and powers, both the temporal as well as the spiritual) alongside 
establishment of lordship, authority and control over everything else in this world. 

All his desires are fulfilled and his efforts rewarded, whether they are related 
to this material world or pertain to the spiritual world. Finally, as an added bonus, 
such a lucky man attains liberation and deliverance for his soul. (570) 
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(1.4) Kavitawali Ramayan: 


[The book ‘Kavitawali’ of Goswami Tulsidas is also often-times referred to as 
‘Kavitawali Ramayan’ as it narrates the entire story of Lord Ram that is universally 
known as the epic ‘Ramayana’ in a sepecial poetic style called ‘Kavitta’. 

The glory, the holiness, the divinity and the majesty of Lord Ram's holy Name 
is the dominant theme in Kavitawali's last chapter called Uttar Kand. Here we shall 
read an assortment of these verses, viz. 29, 37, 65-82, 89-93, 127 and 178 as these are 
relevant to the theme of our present book, which is: *The glory of Lord Ram's holy 
Name'".] 


Uttar Kand, Verse no. 29:- 
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gg ore fev, faq ag fav amane gana 1 
peras Yer mY Bet 32 3Ufer as ag-am vai 

werer ARa warez ul gait! og omana YI 
po vier weiter giaa wi, ater az, dau Bearafe 112911 


29. sunu kana di'ēm, nitu nēmu li'ēm raghunathahike gunagathahi re. 
sukhamandira surndara rüpu sada ura ani dharérn dhanu-bhathahi re.. 
rasana nisi-basara sadara sorn tulasi! japu janakinathahi re. 

karu sanga susīla susantana som, taji kūra, kapantha kusathahi re..29.. 


Verse no. 7/29—[Tulsidas gives this wise advice—] 'Oh Tulsidas! Hear the virtuous 
stories of Sri Ram with full ears (i.e. with full attention and devotion). Always 
remember (think of) Lord Sri Ram's beauteous and charming countenance (form) that 
holds a bow and arrow, for he is the abode of all bliss. Chant Sri Ram's holy Name 
respectfully with your tongue day and night. Always keep the company of virtuous, 
noble and saintly persons, and forsake or abandon any kind of contact or dealings 
with persons who are deceitful. Avoid the path that is unrighteous and improper, and 
abhor bad company.' 


Uttar Kand, Verse no. 37:- 


Rrra-weyg snes siqu Raa- vIg È | 

gA wrereper, sper VIP ara, fav ufer wafear ag Èi 

afa wate ul, ofa wate ut, we vrered, wae el ag 2 
USB a pè, gaits ad ga cor shaa wa 3113711 


37. siyarama-sarüpu agadha anüpa bilocana-minanako jalu hai. 

Sruti ramakatha, mukha ramako namu, hi'ēm puni rāmahikē thalu hai.. 
mati ramahi som, gati ramahi som, rati ramasom, ramahi ko balu hai. 
sabaki na kahai, tulasike matern itano jaga jivanako phalu hai..37.. 


Verse no. 7/37—The peerless and most beauteous image (vision) of Lord Ram and 
Sita is like a fathomless body of water for the fish in the form of the eyes. To have 
ears that hear the stories of Lord Ram, the mouth that chants the name of Lord Ram, 
the heart in which Lord Ram resides, the mind and the intellect that is engrossed in 
the thoughts of Lord Ram, to have Lord Ram as the only reliance in this world, to 
have affection and devotion only for Lord Ram, and to regard Lord Ram as the only 
source of strength and support—Tulsidas says that he does not know about others, but 
for him (i.e. according to his wisdom) this is the only fruit (benefit) of taking birth 
(living) in this world as a living being. 


Uttar Kand, verse nos. 65-82:- 
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sel gp gr a feries fe sie 31 
„Rīt cbr aA U geere Zl TU cpurer, 
ary erp fācig afer, ureflerst zaret 8116511 


65. svarathako saju na samaju paramarathako, 
moso dagabaja düsaro na jagajala hai. 

kai na ayomr, karaum na karaungo karatüti bhalī, 
likhi na birarīcihūm bhalā'ī bhüli bhala hai.. 
ravari sapatha, ramanama hi ki gati merem, 
iham jhütho, jhütho so tiloka tihūm kala hai. 
tulasi ko bhalē pai tumharer hi ki'ēm krpala, 
kījai na bilambu bali, pānībharī khala hai..65.. 


Verse no. 7/65—Tulsidas says, 'I do not possess anything to serve my interests or 
anything that would help in my salvation. There is no other cheat and deceitful person 
like me in this world. I have neither done, nor do, or shall do any good deed, even 
Brahma the creator had not, by oversight, destined any good for me. I swear by you, 
and I say truthfully oh Lord Ram that I have your name as my only hope, as my only 
succour and solace. If I speak a lie to you then I am a greatest liar in the three Lokas 
(heaven, earth, subterranean) and the three periods of time (past, present, future).' 

Tulsidas says that his betterment and welfare can only be done by Lord Ram 
himself, so he requests the Lord not to delay further because his condition is akin to a 
water-filled bag made of hide. [Even as water-filled bag made of hide decays soon, so 
is the fate of Tulsidas. He has become old, and not much time is left. So he urges his 
Lord to hurry-up and waste no time in ensuring Tulsidas’ emancipation and 
salvation. ] 


Borel a ATG, er fate, citer oer fēni 
PIT até ots ča aA «oreet | 
Acie heat seg ately SITop cifer, 
aè ae di, U aè a ee ere 
aa wears sS al cpurcp, ures 
emenisp-ures, St cere GRIEPĪ | 
*qerefP ae è ua ! wat dem, a dt 
eira! apse a al, A gre |166 11 


66. rāgakō na saju, na birāgu, jūga jāga jiyam’ 
kaya nahim chadi deta thatibo kuthatako. 
manoraju karata akaju bhayo aju lagi, 

cahe caru cira, pai lahai na tüku tatako.. 

bhayo karataru bare kurako krpalu, payo 
namapremu-parasu, haum lalaci baratako. 
‘tulasi’ bani hai rama! ravarem bana'em, na tō 
dhobi-kaiso kükaru na gharako, na ghatako..66.. 


Verse no. 7/66—'I do not possess material comforts that would satisfy the sense 
organs of my body, nor do I have the eclectic virtue of renunciation or detachment 
(that would make me feel contented with whatever I have). I do not do Yoga 
(meditation) and neither do I have the benefit of performing Vedic rituals. This body 


131 


of mine does not want to abandon (abstain from) bad deeds. Indulgences have created 
only losses and wants for me till now. The body wants to acquire and wear good 
clothes, but does not even get torn and tattered rags! 

Oh merciful Lord! You had shown mercy even on this scoundrel. A cheap, 
mean and greedy man like me has laid his hands on your holy Name which is like 
Paaras (a stone which converts iron into gold on touch). [Just like a greedy man would 
grab such a Paaras stone as the panacea for all his misfortunes, Tulsidas has grabbed 
and clung to your holy Name as the only solution to all his problems.] 

Oh Lord Ram! All this is due to you (i.e. whatever peace, happiness, respect 
and comfort I have is due to your mercy and the benevolence of your holy Name). 
Otherwise, like a washer-man's donkey, I was neither here nor there. [I could not 
possibly have imagined that I will get whatever good I have if it would not have been 
for you. |' 


Dal Ag, SA ofa, smop frat feruc A, 
eiepélfd-emeeb a, core dam Èl 
Tam Srey ARAP) Her act, 
deat wise coy cast care 211 
dpe er steel, er weit, er afetot—aitea, 
clad a das we fear was 3 
gaei amo Zs wads ara, a d 
de Aaa c a Asa A as 8 116711 


67. ūmcē manu, Gnici ruci, bhagu nico nipata hi, 
lokariti-layaka na, langara labaru hai. 

svārathu agamu paramarathaki kaha cali, 

petakim kathina jagu jivako javaru hai.. 

cākarī na ākarī, na kheti, na banija-bhikha, 

janata na küra kachu kisaba kabaru hai. 

tulasīkī bājī rākhī rāmahīkēm nama, na tu 

bhenta pitarana ko na mūrahū mem bāru hai..67.. 


Verse no. 7/67—His (Tulsidas’) desires are high and inclinations are also great, but he 
has a very poor luck. He is not fit for society (does not know proper social behaviour 
and how to please the people). He very mischievous and a big-mouthed blarney 
(chatter-box)! 

For him (Tulsidas), even serving and providing for himself is difficult —what 
to talk of helping others. His hunger has made the world (life and existence) very 
burdensome for him. He has no steady occupation and a livelihood to help him feed 
himself—for he does not serve anyone permanently (on a salary basis; he is 
unemployed), he is neither a miner (digs for gold or other precious materials), nor 
does he possess a field (i.e. he is not a farmer), nor is he a merchant, nor a beggar, nor 
knows any other kind of business or vocation. 

Tulsidas’ only bet is on Sri Ram's holy Name. Otherwise he is so poor and 
wretched that he has not a single hair on his head to offer to his dead ancestors. [That 
is, he 1s abjectly poor, except possessing the gem in the form of Lord Ram's holy 
Name! Therefore he has no worry whatsoever.] 


SIUd-3dTI2, SUPRA 31S, Gor 
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«led uc, udīfē STURTETEĒT 11 
gam- ma at arfēētt enana, 

gad Rema wa Ra, Brey Brewer | 
Waa aaa- feat cireatereny, 

asl ae PeR HBya-HrSsl smer | 168 | | 


68. apata-utāra, apakarako agāru, jaga 

jākī chamha chu'ēm sahamata byadha-baghako. 
pataka-puhumi palibeko sahasananu so, 

kananu kapatako, payodhi aparadhako.. 
tulasi-se bamako bho dahino dayanidhanu, 
sunata sihata saba sid'dha, sadhu sadhako. 
ramanama lalita-lalamu kiyo lakhaniko, 

baro küra kayara kapüta-kauri adhako..68.. 


Verse no. 7/68—This wretched (Tulsidas) is so shameless and ungrateful that his evil 
shadow is sufficient to instil fear even among the animals who are cruel and 
merciless. 

He (Tulsidas) is like a hundred hooded serpent (Sesh Nath) as far as bearing 
the burden of sins like this serpent who bears the burden of earth on its hood. He is 
like a forest of deceit and an ocean of errors and faults. 

‘Lord Ram has become benign and merciful on the mean, unwise and vain 
Tulsidas'—on hearing this, all the wise-ones, the saintly and holy-ones, and the 
spiritual seekers begin to praise Tulsidas (for his astounding good luck). Lord Ram's 
holy and divine Name has converted a man who is worthless, wretched, coward and 
deceitful, and a most unworthy son of his parents, into a person who is as worthy and 
valuable as a beautiful gem worth millions. 


wis sio ata, wa «area fadta ac 

aaa acia, Stet ge wedi af 
cuf ata—atoita—fadia, ler 

saada, Stet amor & fam efi 

i 

onfé oft she wea A der sfr afi 
wife aramam udifer Iemet, 

Weare waa uení? ur gft 1 169 1 1 


69. saba anga hina, saba sadhana bihina mana- 
bacana malina, hina kula karatuti haum. 
budhi-bala-hina, bhava-bhagati-bihina, hina 

guna, gyanahina, hina bhaga him bibhüti haum.. 
tulası gariba ki ga'I-bahora ramanamu, 

jahi japi jihan ramahü ko baitho dhüti haum. 

priti ramanamasom pratiti ramanamaki, 

prasada ramanamakém pasari paya sutihaum..69.. 


Verse no. 7/69—' lack the eightfold path of Yoga’, all the aids and necessary things 
for comfortable survival in this world and liberation of the soul, am dark in mind and 
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speech, and am very downtrodden and lowly by birth, ancestry and deeds. I lack 
intellect, strength, good emotions, devotion, talents, knowledge, luck and fame. Only 
Lord Sri Ram's holy Name can give salvation to this wretched Tulsidas. By chanting 
the Lord's Name I have managed to even deceive Sri Ram (into believing that I’m a 
great devotee and a wise-one, whereas I am good-for-nothing). 

I have love, devotion and faith only in Lord Ram's holy Name, and I sleep 
blissfully without any worries only due to the grace of Lord Ram's Name.’ [In this 
verse, Tulsidas praises the glory of Sri Ram's holy Name.] 


['The eight fold path of Yoga involves observance of certain principles These are 
briefly the following—(1) Yam or self restraint of the senses; (2) Niyam or 
observance of certain sacrosanct rules; (3) Aasan or postures for meditation; (4) 
Pranyam or breath control exercises for purification of the body and mind; (5) 
Pratyahar or withdrawal of the mind and its control; (6) Dhaarna or having a firm 
conviction, faith and belief on the sanctity and truthfulness of the chosen path; (7) 
Dhyan or contemplation and concentration of the faculties of the mind and intellect, 
such as visualizing the presence of the supreme Brahm in the point of the forehead 
between the two eyebrows; and (8) Samadhi or a perpetual trance-like state in which 
the aspirant loses all awareness of the external world and even himself, and remains 
perpetually in meditation.] 


aad seal aa ale, He, PIAA | 
Ha AA Sar, faedt at ans alert, 

gada dears wel ‘el opemep wal’ |1 
ara a suai, cio ad č ud, Ù 

ugg ad wae Wary Uya | 
sma aog ae «lot dl aes, a at 

gA werent wore WTS AA |170 | | 


70. merem jana jabatem haum jiva hvai janamyo jaga, 
tabatem besahyo dama loha, koha, kamako. 

mana tinhiki seva, tinhī som bha'u niko, 

bacana bana'i kahaum ‘haur gulāmu ramako’.. 
nathahüm' na apanayo, loka jhüthi hvai pari, pai 
prabhuhü tem prabala pratapu prabhunamako. 
apanim bhala'i bhalo kijai tau bhalā'ī, na tau 

tulisiko khulaigo khajano khote damako..70.. 


Verse no. 7/70—'In my (Tulsidas’) view, ever since I was born, I have been held 
captive by such negative traits as greed, anger and lust. [That is, these have over- 
powered me.] 

Therefore, my mind serves them and loves them deeply. As such, I only 
pretend when I say that I am a servant of Sri Ram. [This is because my mind serves 
others—my mind is engrossed in feeding its desires for more and more of the things 
of this world, and when it is not satisfied it becomes angry.] 

Oh Lord! Even you have not accepted me because I am unworthy, but I got 
false fame in the world (that I am your servant—because I constantly repeat your holy 
Name). But the magic is that the Lord's name is more powerful than the Lord himself. 
So, if you do me good because of your merciful nature, so much the better, otherwise 
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my deceitful and cunning nature would come out in the open. [Tulsidas says that if the 
Lord does not willingly accept him and provide him salvation, then he would keep 
repeating the Lord's holy and divine Name and force the Lord to care of him just 
because he takes the Lord's Name inspite of his being totally unworthy of receiving 
any grace and mercy from the Lord! Here, Tulsidas pleads with Sri Ram to protect his 
honour because the glory of Sri Ram's name is at stake.] 


SIT er RRL, GIU, oe, aU, SM, da, 
dra a aa oneal, aefafer A Zi 
get ura a art 8, aè Se we, 
Ti ua, ae sa Šā vay we 
AS dt a so, zwar! yet, utt wet, 
Wa sīemšliē dé, Woot a INÈ | 
aad Hama sme AN sme erai 


71. joga na biragu, japa, jaga, tapa, tyagu, brata, 
tiratha na dharma janaum, bedabidhi kimi hai. 
tulasi-so póca na bhayē hai, nahi hvaihai kahūm, 
socaim saba, yake agha kaise prabhu chamihaim.. 
mērēr tau na daru, raghubira! sunau, samci kahaurh, 
khala anakhaihaim tumhaim, sajjana na gamihaim. 
bhalé sukrtike sahga mohi tulami tauli'e tau, 
nāmakēm prasada bharu meri ora namihaim..71.. 


Verse no. 7/71—' do not know that eight fold path of Yoga, nor the grand virtues of 
renunciation, chanting of Mantras, Vedic rituals, penance, detachment, fasting and 
other religious observances, pilgrimage or the laws of Dharma (righteousness). I also 
do not know the laws of the Vedas. No one was, and shall be, as degenerate and lowly 
as Tulsidas is. That is why people wonder how my sins will be ever forgiven (i.e. how 
I shall be ever redeemed). 

Oh Lord Raghubir (another name of Lord Ram since he was born in the race 
of king Raghu of Ayodhya)! Listen, I tell you the truth, that still I’m not afraid. If you 
forgive me, the wicked will be unhappy with you (because you would have foiled 
their design and intention of keeping me in their fold), but gentlemen and saintly 
people would be pleased (because they expect such a magnanimous and benevolent 
gesture from you). If you weigh me against some great man of noble deeds, the scale 
will tilt in my favour because I have your holy Name with me!' [Tulsidas says here 
that all the noble deeds are no match for Lord Ram's name, its great glory and 
marvellous effects.] 


citi, poni, confe verter ser 
STU gp uae, ARa «aa geil ari 

Aleaa—ada-—pret fev uo femme, 
Wael hers «T3 «Smsmor Weil Br 

ITT PI Wars, us, AA, wary, 


gae- cr efferre srerapefi-c | 
sfd? state, Steeler a wae, 


ae! val ast IARA Ra- atii7211 
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72. jatike, sujatike, kujatike petagi basa 

kha'e tüka sabake, bidita bata dunim so. 
mānasa-bacana-kāyant ki'e papa satibhayam, 
ramako kaha'i dasu dagabaja puni so. 
ramanamako prabha'u, pa'u, mahima, pratapu, 
tulasi-so jaga mani'ata mahamuni-so. 

atihim abhago, anuragata na ramapada, 
mürha! eto baro aciriju dēkhi-sunī so..72.. 


Verse no. 7/72—' Due to hunger, I begged from all types of people—belonging to all 
castes, creed, sects and clans; this fact is known to all in this world. I have committed 
a lot of sins by my thought, speech and deeds. And though I called myself Sri Ram's 
servant, I remained deceitful and cunning. 

Now, look at the glory and the great effect of Lord Ram's holy Name that a 
wretched and rascal like Tulsidas is regarded by the world as a great and holy man 
(like Valmiki). Oh Idiot! You are really a fool! After seeing such a miracle it is so 
unfortunate that you still do not have an abiding, true and sincere love and devotion in 
Lord Ram's holy feet.' 


oral ga Hole, amad domai, fer 

aay Rag UY srereii—orerepepr | 
and ceded g-gn dle, 

werd à ate pa ar À dapat! 
deri ul urea ua! gaa È, 

gad frere Zig fale sept 
aapa! wast weet SN ama, 

ot wea ford ows dad deel | 173 11 


73. jayo kula mangana, badhavano bajayo, suni 
bhayo paritapu papu janani-janakako. 

baretern lalata-bilalata dvara-dvara dina, 

janata ho cari phala cari hi canakako.. 

tulasī so saheba samarthako susévaku hai, 
sunata sihata socu bidhihü ganakako. 
namurama! ravaro sayano kidhaum bavaro, 

jo karata giritern garu trnatém tanakako..73.. 


Verse no. 7/73—' was born in a poor Brahmin household, and there were 
celebrations. But my parents were unhappy (because of their poverty, they regarded 
me as a burden—another mouth to feed). Then, since I was born in poverty, since 
childhood I had to wander from house to house greedily, writhing with hunger (for 
morsels of food). I regarded four grains of gram that I got by begging equivalent to 
the four celebrated fruits of wealth, dharma, fulfilled desire, and salvation. 

Now Tulsidas has become a servant (devotee) of Lord Ram—on hearing this, 
even an astrologer like Brahma (the creator) is worried and full of envy. [Brahma is 
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astonished that fate had destined me to ever remain wretched and lowly, then how 
come I have become so holy, exalted and famous? Surely, it is only due to the 
influence of Lord Ram's name.] 

I don't know whether your name (Lord Ram's holy Name) is clever and 
cunning, or a mad maverick, for it can make one who is even humbler-than-grass (i.e. 
as useless as a weed) into one who is heavier-than-a-mountain (1.e. transform the 
lowest of the lowly into higher than the lofty and the most exalted).' 


arig aa zya Hey AŞ, 

Bidet sta aag a faa amg 2i 
adea maa vi, d AAAA Wee, 

wa, gama aia gaat sre ši 
Waa yasa oaa srater, 

aay wat! wast dt art wen$ B74 


74. bēdahūm purana kahi, lokahüm biloki'ata, 
ramanama hi som rijhém sakala bhalā'ī hai. 
kāsīhū marata upadesata mahesu so', 
sadhana anēka cita'ī na cita lā' hai. 

chachiko lalata je, tē rāmanāmakēm prasada, 
khata, khunasata sondhe düdhaki mala’ hai. 
ramaraja suni'ata rajanitiki avadhi, 

namu rama! ravaro tau camaki cala'i hai..74.. 


Verse no. 7/74—It is said by the Vedas and the Purans as well as seen in this world 
that having love for Lord's Name is beneficial in every way. When one dies in Kashi 
(Varanasi), Lord Mahadev (Shiva) also gives salvation (by uttering this holy Name in 
the ears of the dying man). He (Lord Shiva) has not paid any attention to any other 
means (of salvation). Those who were eager to have even butter-milk to feed their 
stomach (for even this humblest of food was not available to them) are now reluctant 
to eat scented cream of milk. [That is, those who were earlier so unfortunate that they 
couldn't find anything to eat or drink, are now so well and over fed that they reject the 
choichest of food, thanks to the glory of Sri Ram's holy and divine Name.] 

In the kingdom of Sri Ram, political science is practiced in its best form! That 
is why oh Lord it appears that your Name has minted coins out of worthless hide (i.e. 
even worthless people have become valuable due to Sri Ram's holy Name). [The 
Lord's holy Name has given importance to worthless people so as to increase 
manifold the number of faithful followers of Sri Ram just like politicians pamper the 
vast number of ordinary and the middle class people in order to garner their support 
and votes. |' 


adap wag Ape urd, we 
GRd, USIT3 AA lela Aca | 
ISN ever RAAN yerfe ara, 
ala @Ra aféet gars faf?r amentia 


aS Bia, STEĻRTOTCT fare, A 
Bod sieht Gerette-A forpr | 
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as af BRÈ omen? Bard afa, 
ams alg f3refer cua AAAA | 175 | | 


75. soca-sankatani socu sankatu parata, jara 
jarata, prabha'u nama lalita lalamako. 
būdiau tarati bigari'au sudharati bata, 

hota dekhi dahino subha'u bidhi bamako.. 
bhagata abhagu, anuragata biragu, bhagu 
jagata alasi tulasihü-se nikamako. 

dha‘ dhari phirikai gohari hitakari hoti, 

āī micu mitati japata ramanamako..75.. 


Verse no. 7/75—' Lord Ram’s holy Name is a Mantra (a spiritual formula) that is 
beautiful and the best amongst all the Mantras. It has such a stupendous magical 
effect that worries and troubles themselves get worried and troubled, and fever itself 
gets tormented by heat when one invokes this eclectic and powerful Mantra. [That is, 
the Lord's holy Name can chase away all worries and troubles, and it can eliminate all 
causes of torments that afflict a devotee of the Lord.] 

The Name of the Lord is so powerful and effective that it can make a drowned 
(sunk, submerged, capsized) boat cross over to the other side (of the river), undo 
things that have already been finished, and make even a malevolent and unfavourable 
Brahma (the creator) into one who is most favourable, benign and benevolent. Seeing 
a person who invokes Lord Ram's holy Name, misfortunes run away (i.e. they leave 
Sri Ram's devotee alone), renunciation begins to show fondness for such a man (i.e. 
such a person begins to inculcate the grand virtue of dispassion and renunciation, 
called Vairagya), and luck begins to shine upon Tulsidas who is luckless and indolent. 
An army of thieves becomes a protector (instead of robbing), and even death is 
averted by chanting Lord Ram's holy Name.' 


ZT STE ST GIS Ble! URI cag 

ILP Nas Shr GDC AN | 

SI! err! mea ust aie || 
‘geet fares @ fretrepufecite ore 

ere Ua, aia ARa è carat! 
Mes WHY oi Beleal ua ore, 

ast aem aat pA 8 onfe 37918 76 11 


76. amdharo adhama jara jajaro jarām javanu 
sūkarakērn sāvaka dhakām dhakelyo magamērm. 
giro hi'ēm hahari ‘harama ho, harāma han'yē", 
haya! haya! karata parigo kālaphnagamēm.. 
'tulasī' bisoka hvai trilokapatiloka gayo 
namakem pratapa, bata bidita hai jagamēm. 
so ramanamu jo sanehasom japata janu, 

taki mahima kyom kahi hai jati agamém..76.. 


Verse no. 7/76—A young piglet pushed a sinful, blind, idiotic and an old wretched 
Muslim on the way. He fell down and started crying ‘Oh! This Haraam (an abusive 
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expletive) has killed me', and so crying, he died. Tulsidas says that the Muslim was 
rid of all sorrows, and he went straight to the holy abode of Lord Ram—this is well 
known in this world. [The word ‘Haraam’ has 2 parts: Hat+tRaam. So Tulsidas says 
that though he was abusing the piglet, the very pronouncement of Sri Ram's name 
*Ram', even if un-intentionally and as part of an abuse, was enough to liberate the 
Muslim man and give him deliverance.] 

The same Lord Ram's holy Name, if chanted with love and devotion, can 
naturally do wonders. Say, who can describe its great glories? 


ama er a-a fel, er ang oils, 
oie er RRO, eta, dre a dat! 
asa aa wr I Spo We cil, 
ag sel a, Bq ciete a aAA II 
pal a SS, mapa a alg, ča- 
Sal a Bers, Sra drei a eaP | 
aaa c aad ot as are adler ann, 
Pas Was PB geri AAA |177 11 


77. japaki na tapa-khapu kiyo, na tamā'i jūga, 
jaga na biraga, tyaga, tiratha na tanako. 
bha'tko bharoso na kharo-so bairu bairihü som, 
balu apano na, hitü janani na janako.. 

lokako na daru, paralokako na socu, deva- 
seva na sahaya, garbu dhamako na dhanako. 
ramahi ke namatem jo ho' so'l niko lāgai, 
aiso'! subha'u kachu tulasike manako..77.. 


Verse no. 7/77—1 had never chanted or repeated the Lord's holy Mantras (i.e. I have 
never done Japa), nor have I undergone the hardships of Tapasya (i.e. I have not done 
penances and observed austerities), and I have no desire for doing Yoga (meditation 
practices), Yagya (rituals of fire sacrifice), Vairagya (the virtue of renunciation), Tyag 
(to leave all attachments), and Tirath (going on pilgrimage). 

I do not have reliance (faith) in my brother (i.e. I do not expect that my brother 
would ever come to my aid when needed), nor do I have any enmity towards my 
enemy (i.e. though I have no animosity towards my enemy, he still won't come to 
help me). I have no support of my own strength, nor do I have helpful parents. But 
inspite of such loneliness and lack of support from any quarter, I have no fear either 
of this world nor any worry of the one after death. I have no strength that is usually 
derived by doing service to the Gods (for I have never served anyone except Sri 
Ram). I also have nothing to be proud of as far as wealth and property is concerned.' 

Tulsidas says that his natural habit, tendency and temperament are such that 
whatever happens (or is achieved) on the strength of, or by the virtue of Lord Ram's 
holy Name appears good for him, and is gladly acceptable by him. 


Sy a, orbe a, RAJ a, day a, 
pu, B, WR, Bra afe vue 

Geers TAH ae ara aR, 
a6-36, wuTord-sTOId, Bw, Bde || 

geet è waa a ward wast di, 
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Wes confer foret apis up ser 
ahaa Ae! wWde deg we, 
as a AA wel, Sea IAA 117811 


78. īsu na, ganésu na, dinesu na, dhanesu na, 
suresu, sura, gauri, girapati nahi japane. 
tumhare'l namako bharoso bhava taribeko, 
baithem-uthem, jagata-bagata, so'em, sapaném.. 
tulasi hai bavaro so ravaro' ravari saum, 

rāvarē'ū jani jiyam kīji'ē ju apanē. 

janakiramana mere! ravarem badanu phērēm, 
tha'um na sama'um kaham, sakala nirapane..78.. 


Verse no. 7/78—' will not chant the name of Shiva, Ganesh, Sun, Kuber, Indra, 
Devas, Gauri or Brahma etc. (i.e. I shall not worship any one other Lord except my 
beloved Lord Sri Ram). 

In this world, oh Lord, I have only your (Sri Ram's) name as my succour and 
support while awake, asleep, wandering, sitting or dreaming etc. It is the only means 
by which I can get liberation and deliverance. 

Though Tulsidas is (considered) mad, but I swear oh Lord that he is yours. 
[Tulsidas affirms his loyalty towards Lord Ram.] Keeping this in mind you (Sri Ram) 
should accept him. 

Oh my dear Janki Raman (Sita's Lord, Sri Ram)! [By using the word 
‘Jankiraman’, Tulsidas wants to say that Sri Ram is as dear to him as he is to Janki or 
Sita, the Lord's divine consort.] If you turn away from me, I shall have no place to 
live; all the people except you are strangers for me.' 

[The reader should not be confused by the use of 'l' and 'Tulsidas' 
simultaneously. The speaker is Tulsidas himself. Sometimes he speaks in the first 
person narrative, and sometimes in the third person. Similarly, it would be often seen 
that he addresses himself with the pronoun 'he' as if he was addressing or referring to 
a second or a third person. This is his typical style of writing. In all these cases, 
Tulsidas is addressing only himself, but in such a manner that makes it appear that he 
is an independent observer.] 


afa: Galata amA Up aifa eÑ, 
dfau fāgaūg weet AMT | 
Pas awa afer aque! ar 
«TA uam a Bram aa afi 
fere — erer- der, AÈ 
and ae-eray fermer ated ranet | 
pp Aaa weer! won woifers, 
ZAR ae Herm at ares 


79. jahira janānamērn jamano ēka bhamti bhayo, 
benrici'e bibudhadhenu rasabhi besahi'e. 

aisē'ū karala kalikalamem krpāla! tērē 

nāmakēm pratāpa na tritāpa tana dāhi'ē.. 

tulasī tihāro mana-bacana-karama, tēnhi 

natem nēha-nēmu nija oratem nibahi'e. 
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umari daraja maharaja ter cahi' 8.79. 


Verse no. 7/79—This current era of Kaliyug has become famous for the foolishness of 
buying a donkey by selling a Kamdhenu cow (which is an all wish-fulfilling priceless 
cow from whom all desired objects can be obtained). [It means that people have 
become so stupid out of ignorance that they do not mind exchanging a most valuable 
thing for something that is worthless.] 

Oh merciful Lord! Even in such an era (Kaliyug), it is the glory and greatness 
of your holy Name that the body does not burn in the 3-fires (known as the Traitap). 
[These three torments are called ‘Daivik’ or that caused due to malignant gods and 
stars, "Daihik” or those created by old age and diseases, and ‘Bhautik’ or those caused 
by worldly and existential problems.] 

Tulsidas says, 'I am your devotee by thought, speech, deeds and actions (i.e. in 
all possible and imaginable ways). Due to this, I expect you to reciprocate, i.e. be 
loyal towards your ardent devotee, and be biased in favour of me. 

Oh benefactor of the poverty-stricken and the unfortunate ones, oh the King of 
kings, oh the great King of Raghu’s Dynasty (i.e. Sri Ram)! We pray that you live 
long (so that we live under your benevolent protection for-ever).' 


zara Bae, yig RARA, 
wera Wat! Bat St, Terr Glee È | 

wer varu amu! smag eii fēranēt afte, 
smear oag! ss 


gaeta, afer, an-anēi viene ate, 
saù apurferenag wear MaN È | 18011 


80. svaratha sayanapa, prapancu paramaratha, 
kahāyā. rama! ravaro haum, janata jahana hai. 
ageko gosa'im! svāmī sabala sujana hai.. 

kalikt kucali dekhi dina-dina dunt, déva! 
paharü' cora heri hi'e haharana hai. 

tulasīkī, bali, bara-barahirn sambhara kībī, 
jadyapi krpanidhanu sada savadhana hai..80.. 


Verse no. 7/80—I am alert, clever and wise where my self interest is involved, and 
un-interested, evasive and indifferent where others are concerned. Oh Sri Ram! Still I 
am called ‘yours’ and the world knows me as such. Oh Father! Your name has 
sustained me till now, and oh Lord, for the future also, you are all-knowing and fully 
capable of sustaining me. Oh Lord! Seeing the cunningness and deceit of Kaliyug 
increase day by day, and finding the sentry (guard) a thief, my heart has shaken (I am 
very afraid that there is no way for salvation for me, and I'll be robbed of it). [Kaliyug 
is very cunning, and it throws such illusions of charm and happiness that a creature 
remains trapped in its quagmire. Tulsidas says that whatever good virtues he 
possesses are under threat of getting lost under the onslaught of the evil effects of 
Kaliyug.] ' 
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Tulsidas prays that though the Lord is always alert and he needn't remind the 
Lord over and over again, but still he can't have patience and reminds him (the Lord) 
to please take special care of Tulsidas constantly (so that he gets liberation and 
deliverance). 


fea-fea goat Ra ae, garg, sa, 
SRG sep Baya Nea È | 
ari ta urd var urdebb uds, 

ich! PICA, aAA Aa Va Sil 
smuei al Ug; saag sia feet oil, 

ad Mamma Ma zeae farei rd 2 
gerer EZ NRIŠU pure zat! 

emer arp ufsemerbr eea 8118111 


81. dina-dina düno dekhi daridu, dukalu, dukhu, 
duritu duraju sukha-sukrta sakoca hai. 

magém painta pavata pacari pātakī pracanda, 
kalaki karalata, bhaleko hota poca hai.. 

apanem tau ēku avalambu amba dimbha jyom, 
samartha sitanatha saba sankata bimoca hai. 
tulasiki sāhasī sarahi'e krpala rama! 

namakern bharosem parinamako nisoca hai..81.. 


Verse no. 7/81— Seeing the multifold growth of poverty, bad times, sorrows, sins and 
bad governance, the (virtues of) happiness and good and noble deeds are feeling shy 
and hesitant. [That is, during the evil times of Kaliyug, good virtues become eclipsed 
under the dark shadow of evil and perversions.] 

Times have become so bad that rascals get their wishes fulfilled by sheer 
muscle-power, but good people suffer. Just as a child has its mother as the only hope 
and succour so does Tulsidas have only Sri Ram as the only liberator from all the 
troubles that confront him. The Lord is his only all-able benefactor. Oh merciful Lord 
Ram! Praise the courage and faith of Tulsidas who has become free form all worries 
relying solely on the strength of your holy Name. [Tulsidas tells the Lord to pay 
special attention on him because he is totally dependent upon the Lord's holy Name in 
all spheres of life, and if any wrong happens to Tulsidas the Lord would not be able to 
wash off this ignominy and scar for all times to come.] 


Ale-He rep, wen gafā-germii, 
PT de-a- sie 3m 31 

aad Ul wed, sje sid Bl Hed, cg 
went wea até, wpa èg S11 


We-füerga fea amaA aa È 1182 11 
82. moha-mada matyo, ratyo kumati-kunarisom, 
bisari béda-loka-laja, amkaro acétu hai. 
bhave so karata, mumha avai so kahata, kachu 
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kahüki sahata nahim, sarakasa hetu hai.. 
tulasī adhika adhamā'ī hū ajamilatern, 
tāhūmēm sahaya kali kapataniketu hai. 
jaibeko aneka tēka, ēka teka hvaibeki, jo 
peta-priyapüta hita ramanamu letu hai..82.. 


Verse no. 7/82—He (Tulsidas) has become arrogant due to the pride (intoxicating 
effects) of various possessions, is indulgent in a wife (woman) represented by 
ignorance, and is careless enough to neglect the sanctity and teachings of the Vedas 
and good society (of saints). He does what he wants (without thinking), says what 
comes to his mouth, and because of arrogance, does not pay heed to anyone.' 

Tulsidas says that he is more evil than Ajamil, and to add to all his 
predicaments, ‘Kali’ (the personified form of Kaliyug)—who is a treasury of deceit 
and fraud—is his helper and assistant. 

There are many paths to ruin but only one path for salvation, and it is the path 
of chanting the holy and divine Name of Lord Sri Ram. But Tulsidas uses it to satisfy 
the needs of the stomach (i.e. his hunger) by employing it to beg for food and other 
necessities of life. 

[He means that just like Ajamil had called the Lord's name while he was 
actually calling his son *Narain' at the time of death when the messengers of Yam, the 
god of death and hell, began to torture him, Tulsidas also chants Lord Sri Ram's holy 
Name just so that he can get something to eat and fulfill the needs of his mortal body. 
But the Lord is so merciful that though his Name is pronounced for other reasons, he 
still keeps the sanctity of the holy Name and provides salvation to the caller.] 


Uttar Kand, Verse nos. 89-93:- 


up frets ‘are’ rudi Rod gan cpfarpifeberg, GTI 

arafé cd Iaa, orfereprest, some! afer ot aaga | l 
SITSTUdTU ds BAA Tors A ule uiga | 

are! atoll store “dere? offe Ma- è sma ge 1189 1 


89. ramu biha'i ‘mara’ japatem bigarī sudharī kabikokilahü ki. 
namahi tern gajakī, ganikākī, ajamilaki cali gai calacūkī.. 
namapratapa barem kusamaja baja'i rahi pati pāndubadhūkiī. 


tako bhalo ajahüm 'tulasī' jehi priti-pratiti hai ākhara dūkī..89.. 


Verse no. 7/89—By reciting Lord Ram's name in the reverse, the great poet Valmiki 
turned from a savage to a sage’. Gaja (the Elephant) and Ganika (the 
harlot/prostitute)" got liberation/protection on the strength of Sri Ram's holy Name, 
and so was also the case with Ajamil*. Helpless Draupadi's? dignity and self-respect 
was maintained in Duryodhan's court only on the strength of Lord's name. [This 
refers to an episode form the epic Mahabharat.] 

Tulsidas says that those who love and devote themselves to the two syllables 
‘Raa’ and ‘Ma’ of His Lord's holy Name, can have welfare, solace and succour here 
and now. (See also verse 88). 


[The glory, the greatness, the holiness and the spiritual importance of Lord Ram's 
divine Name has been elaborately laid out in:- 
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(1) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 28 which appears in Section no. 
1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of our present book herein above. 

(11) Vinai Patrika, verse nos. 46, 64-70 which appears as Section no. 1.6 of 
Chapter no. 1 of this book herein below. 


This verse primarily shows how Tulsidas sees his beloved Sri Ram everywhere, in all 
forms and in every incarnation, and regards all the various names of God as meaning 
the same word ‘Ram’. Here, Draupadi had prayed to Lord Sri Krishna, but for 
Tulsidas there is no difference between Krishna and Sri Ram. Similarly, in stanza no 
2, both the Elephant and Ajamil had called *Narayan'—one of the many names of 
Lord Vishnu. But Tulsidas sees his Ram there also. This also goes to prove the 
‘oneness’ of the various forms by which the Supreme Being is known and perceived. 
The Absolute Truth transcends all barriers which are essentially man-made, and these 
artificial barriers and constraints have nothing to do with the Divinity. 


"Regarding sage Valmiki, refer to note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 19 in Section 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this 
book herein above. 


Regarding the Elephant, Ganika and Ajaamil, refer to note appended to Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 24 in Section 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this book herein 
above. 


?Draupadi—The insult of Draupadi in full court was one of the main reasons why the 
devastating clan war of Mahabharat was faught between the Pandavas and the Kurus 
in the battle-field of Kurushetra. The Pandavas were five brothers, and the Kurus were 
a hundred. The Kurus had cheated the Pandavas in a game of dice, and after having 
lost everything as a wager, the unfortunate Pandavas betted their wife Draupadi, and 
they lost her too. Once in the open court, the Kuru king Duryodhan asked his brother 
Dusshaashan to disrobe her. When her Sari (a body wrapping garment worn by 
women in India) was being pulled out so that she could be made naked, Draupadi 
appealed to Lord Krishna to protect her. The Lord assumed the form of cloth. The 
sinful king pulled and pulled, and a huge mound of cloth gathered, but the Sari never 
seemed to end. In this way the dignity and self-respect of Draupadi was preserved by 
the Lord.] 


alg STM AC TOT Ret, ARA MRA- | 

eer ES UWecme-fawre, füer-sare—eeme Bers Wer il 
emeret uifer-uefifer feréter Pree pArA Paa, A API 
Ras wa al one fev geet scr ag SIDE get i901! 


90. namu ajamila-sé khala tarana, tarana barana-barabadhuko. 
nama hare prahalāda-bišāda, pita-bhaya-samsati sagaru süko.. 
namasom priti-pratiti bihina gilyo kalikala karala, na cüko. 
rakhihairn ramu so jasu hi'em tulasi hulasai balu akhara düko..90.. 


Verse no. 7/90—The holy Name of Lord Sri Ram can salvage the evil ones like 
Ajamil, and liberate those like Gaja (the elephant) and the prostitute (Ganika). It was 
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the ‘Name’ that destroyed the sorrows of Prahalad', and dried up (i.e. extinguished, 
eliminated) the ocean of fear and torments that his father (Hiranyakashipu) subjected 
him to. Those who do not have faith and love for the holy Name of Sri Ram are sure 
to be gobbled up by the terrible Kaliyug. 

Tulsidas says that those in whose heart the strength of the two letters ‘Ra’ and 
‘Ma’ arises, Lord Ram would surely and steadfastly protect them. 


[ Prahalad—See note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 26 in Section 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this book herein above.] 


AJ a wre, fur set, sued adt IA caer ÈI 

WAS aad as a SIS, a as feu, verear él wer 2 

fea a we, PRA a og, Pe a cou, ARAS vel li 9111 
91. jiva jahanamern jayo jaham, so taham, 'tulasi' tihum daha daho hai. 
dosu na kahü, kiyo apano, sapanēhūm nahim sukhalésu laho hai. 
rāmakē namatern hē'u so ho'u, na so'u hi'em, rasana hir kaho hai. 
kiyo na kachü, karibo na kachü, kahibo na kachü, maribo'i raho hai.. 91.. 


Verse no. 7/91—Tulsidas says: "Wherever a creature takes birth in this world, he 
keeps burning in the three Traitaps (Adhibhautik, Adhyatmik and Adidaivic). No one 
is to blame for it, for all this is the result of one's own deeds, and this is the reason 
why one doesn't find any happiness even in one's dreams. If anything good is ever 
expected, it would be only due to the good (positive) effects of Lord Ram's divine and 
holy Name, but the irony is that I don't take that Name with conviction in my heart. I 
chant it (mechanically, superficially) only from my tongue. [That is, though one 
chants the Lord's name by his tongue, his heart lacks faith and conviction. Obviously, 
this is like a half-hearted devotion, and the result would also be half of what is 
expected.] 

Besides this, I have done nothing good till date, and shall not hope to do anything 
good in the future. I don't have anything more to say (as a justification for my 
assertions and observations). Now the only thing left to do is to die (out of shame).' 


[In this verse Tulsidas is admonishing others indirectly by addressing himself. He 
means to say that people suffer in this world inspite of apparently being doing the 
right things, being religious, repeating holy Mantras etc., but they are doing none of 
them sincerely and with honesty. They pretend to do things rightly but only till the 
time doing them rightly does not hurt them; they pretend to be religious because it 
makes them respected in society; they repeat the Mantras only to get some worldly 
gains and immunity from malignant stars or neutralize their negative effects. Then, 
even this repeating of the holy Name of the Lord is done mechanically—they are just 
doing it because they must do it, or because they have heard that by chanting this holy 
Name all their problems will be taken care of, and so on and so forth. 

But this has no desired effect because they have no conviction, selfless devotion 
and love for the Lord; they have not submitted themselves completely to the Lord, but 
are repeating the Lord's name only to serve their interests. How then can they expect 
the full rewards that the Lord's holy and divine Name brings?] 
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sitet er Gri, er sma oS, IIS Hl a Bag Sij | 
ade, Tas ait os cor sme NG omoes ay 
„ed wa aà gR at, g À afer et ater aes 231 
wea ale ASU U gaeit-gs wene—sronfaer—-zaS 1192 11 


92. jījē na tha'um, na apana ga'um, suralayahü ko na sambalu merem. 
namurato, jamabasa kyorn ja'um ko a'i sakai jamakinkaru nérém.. 
tumharē saba bhamti tumhāri'a saurn, tumha hi bali hau moko thaharu 
herem. 

bairakha bamha basa'i'é pai tulasi-gharu byādha-ajāmila-khērēm.. 92.. 


Verse no. 7/92—1 do not have any certainty of life. I do not have any village which I 
can call my own (I have no permanent abode or address), nor any arrangements to go 
to heaven. I have chanted Lord Ram's name, so how can I go to hell either? Which 
messenger of Yam can approach me in this state? [Since I have been chanting the 
holy Name of Ram, the messengers of Yam cannot catch hold of me]. 

I swear by you (Sri Ram)—by all counts, I am yours, and you are my only 
strength, succour and refuge. Hence, please accommodate Tulsidas in the same camp 
as you had done the hunter Vyadh and Ajamil, and bring me under the protection of 
your arms by declaring me as one of your own.’ 


ar fear viro sona oiferat «dēl Ala Wa yong | 
enaa areal pg, saaa sonaa d A orem! 
podp Pod weal fēd, A-Aa Gil da eons! 
alent A, Afersr Ū, gemīg di è, aeg Bors 9311 


93. kā kiyō jogu ajamilajü, ganikam kabahīrn mati pēma pagā'ī. 
byadhako sadhupano kahi'e, aparadha agadhani mern hi jana’... 
karunakaraki karuna karuna hita, nama-suheta jo deta daga". 

kaheko khijhi'a, rijhi'a pai, tulasihu som hai, baliso'i saga'l.. 93.. 


Verse no. 7/93—'" What Yoga did Ajamil do, and when did the whore (Ganika, Pingla) 
soak her mind in your (Sri Ram's) love and devotion? Say, tell me how saintly was 
the hunter (Vyadh) who was always seen committing heinous crimes. The virtues of 
graciousness, benevolence and magnanimity that are characteristics of Lord Sri Ram 
are naturally meant to be all-encompassing and all-accepting in as much as everyone 
can enjoy them, and no special qualities are required to benefit from them. If anyone 
tries to cheat you (Sri Ram) by chanting your name deceitfully (without devotion or 
sincerity), oh Sri Ram, why do you become angry at him (because, at least, he is 
chanting the purifying name, and secondly, how can he remain deceitful once he has 
pronounced your holy Name)? Please have mercy on him. The same rule (as 
described above) applies to Tulsidas as well, and he sacrifices himself upon you 
expecting your mercy.' 


Uttar Kand, Verse no. 127:- 


Smaa Huet vil wg visi zar afear dé omi 


146 


a-ya- Aera iet fes wiles wes all 

Bde Ucpd Up siete aU dae fag emu a sil 

TA deluecteteal, forer mead UARIS PÈ | 1127 || 
127. aratapala krpala jo ramu jehirn sumiré tehiko taham tharhe. 
nama-pratapa-mahamahima amkare kiye khote'u chote'u barhe.. 
sēvaka ēkatērn ēka anéka bha'e tulasi tihum tapa na dārhē. 
prema badaumprahalādahikē, jina pāhanatērn paramesvaru karhe..127.. 


Verse no. 7/127—Lord Sri Ram is the protector of the distressed, the downtrodden 
and the humble creatures who have no other patron to take care of them. The Lord is a 
repository of mercy, compassion, kindness and benevolence. Whenever any one 
remembers him, he is there to help him (the caller) instantly. 

The fame of the influence and effect of his holy Name is very great and far- 
reaching, because it transformed evil, spoilt and corrupted persons into honoured and 
respected ones. It made even the most humble and lowly persons very big and great. 

He has had numerous devotees and followers who were all *one better than the 
other' (1.e. all of them had great fame and the ecletic qualities of one excelled that of 
the other so much so but it was difficult to distinguish between them), and none of 
them suffered from the tormenting affects of the three ‘Traitaps’ (Adhyatmik, 
Adhibhautik and Adidaivik). 

But (Tulsidas says that—) I pay homage and respect to the love, devotion and faith 
of Prahalad which enabled him to manifest the Lord from a stone pillar (in the form of 
a man-lion incarnation of Lord Vishnu that is known as ‘Narsingh God’). 


Uttar Kand, Verse no. 178:- 


WAH ATg-ūg, Tara wae, fed, 
sara VAATASH, eR VASAT | 
cleat ara AA ue aféel a TAT! 
TARA Webel ARAPA AAAA, 
Waa da Gait a PIE Hat | 
JA AUX, Beda AS AAAA, 
PIAĀd„-PIAdS> Art Šie BIT |1178 1 | 


178. ramanama matu-pitu, svami samaratha, hitu, 
asa ramanamaki, bharoso ramanamako. 

prema ramanamahisom, nema ramanamahiko, 
janaum nama marama pada dahino na bamako.. 
svaratha sakala paramarathako ramanama, 
ramanama hina tulasi na kahü kamako. 

ramaki sapatha, sarabasa merem ramanama, 
kamadhenu-kamataru mose china chamako..178.. 


Verse no. 7/178—[In this verse, Tulsidas glorifies the holy Name of Lord Ram, an 
incarnate Supreme Being.] 
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‘Lord Sri Ram’s holy Name is like my parent, an able master, and a favourable Lord 
who is concerned about my good and welfare at all times. 

I have all types of hopes and expectations from Lord Sri Ram's name, and I 
rely only on it. 

It is only Lord Sri Ram's name that I love, and (remembrance and repetition of 
the holy Name is) the only routine, ritual and system of worship that I follow. 

Besides Lord Sri Ram’s ‘Name’, I am unaware of any other type of favourable 
or unfavourable path (regarding my spiritual and worldly well-being). It is Lord Sri 
Ram's Holy Name only that can help me achieve all my self-interests in this world as 
well as take care of my salvation (and fate after death). 

[That is, I have a single path to follow, and there is no confusion in my mind 
as to which path from amongst the many available to select so that I can reach my 
destination and attain what I wish for myself.] 

Tulsidas is worth nothing without Lord Sri Ram's Holy Name. I swear and say 
truthfully in the Name of Lord Sri Ram—that Lord Sri Ram’s Holy Name is 
everything for me, and for a wretched, weak and meek person like me, it is akin to the 
all wish fulfilling ‘Kamdhenu cow’ and the ‘Kalpa Tree’. [This cow and the tree have 
a reputation that anything asked from them is given. Hence, Tulsidas says that Lord 
Ram's holy Name is akin to these two entities for him.] 


38 2 K K K K K K K 


(1.5) Geetawali Ramayan: 


[‘Geetawali’ is another excellent book by Goswami Tulsidas that narrates the epic 
story of Lord Ram that is popularly known as the Ramayana in a wonderful poetic 
style that is called a ‘Geet’. A ‘Geet’ is a literary composition that is set to the tunes 
of classical music and is sung melodiously in the form of a heart-warming and mind- 
charming ‘song’. So ‘Geetawali’ is a rendering of the epic story of the Lord in the 
form of verses that are set to different tunes of Indian classical music. Even a single 
episode in the story is often narrated in different ways and from different angles, 
covering different shades of emotions, with each verse having its own dedicated style 
of composition. 

Unlike the book ‘Kavitawali’ where an entire chapter (Uttar Kand) is 
dedicated to praising the glories of Lord Ram and eulogising and honouring the 
Lord's holy Name, ‘Geetawali’ has only a limited number of verses that are 
completely and exclusively dedicated to the theme of praising and honouring Lord 
Ram's holy Name, and the ones that are there are intricately woven into the fabric of 
the text itself, forming an integral part of the flow of the narrative in general. 

Here, for the purpose of our Book we shall select only those verses that are 
relevant to its theme, which is to underline and extol the glories of Lord Ram's divine 
and holy Name. We find such verses in Chapter no. 5, called Sundar Kand, of 
Geetawali. 

So we shall now read verse nos. 40, 42, 44-46 of Geetawali’s Sundar Kand 
herein below:- 
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Sundar Kand, verse no. 40: 


pa, qui a fap a ? 

TH Sis Sa UA WaT, D wa cum geal wll 111 
Wert UTA UI OT, Fa sads Gl 

e ya err mp fear, cp drei afear i P11 211 
-T4—udrg Aaaa fey vi A Se sea aA 

mre gere ors we wy ay weed SERI—UU || 31| 
gd! add and wea GR, Ae VR PAP 

a Gert curo wa mp «KM RRN FAI! 411 


kaho, kyom na bibhisanaki banai? 

gayo chadi chala sarana ramaki, jo phala cari caryaum janai.. 1.. 
mangalamüla pranama jasu jaga, müla amangalake khanai. 

tehi raghunatha hatha mathe diyo, ko taki mahima bhanai?.. 2.. 
nama-pratapa patitapavana ki'e, je na aghane agha anai. 

ko'u ulato, ko'u sudho japi bha'e rajahansa bayasa-tanai.. 3.. 
huto lalata krsagata khata khari, moda pa'i kodo-kanai. 

so tulasi cataka bhayo jacata rama syamasumdara ghanai.. 4.. 


Verse no. 5/40— Say, why should Vibhishan* not be rewarded (or be treated as being 
most fortunate and lucky)? For, after forsaking all trickery, deception, prentension, 
cheating and stratagem, he had come to seek refuge with and shelter of Lord Sri Ram 
who gives all the four types of celebrated fruits to all the four types of devotees! (1). 

[*Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. He 
was publicly humiliated and kicked out of Lanka by Ravana when he tried to 
convince the latter to make a truce with Lord Ram by returing the Lord's wife Sita to 
him, and avoid a destruction of the entire demon race. This wise advice however did 
not go down well with Ravana as he thought Vibhishan was a traitor and taking the 
side of his enemy, Lord Ram. Vibhishan left Lanka and came to take shelter with 
Lord Ram, and of course he was warmly welcome. The Lord honoured him with a 
promise that at the end of the war he would be made the king of Lanka. This story is 
narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50. 

'The 4 types of fruits are—“Artha” = wealth, prosperity; “Dharma” = virtues 
of righteousness, probity, propriety; “Kaam” = fulfilled of all desires; and “Moksha” 
= emancipation, salvation, liberation and deliverance from the shackles of this 
mundane, delusory world. 

The 4 types of devotees are as follows— (a) “Aarta” = one who worships the 
Lord to get rid of their sorrows, miseries, agonies, troubles and tribulations; (b) 
"Arthaarthi" = those who worship the Lord for material gain, wealth, prosperity etc.; 
(c) “Jigyaasu” = those who worship the Lord in order to seek Him, or find out about 
His true nature, the Supreme Truth, the essence of existence etc.; and (d) *Gyani"- 
those who have realised Him, and worship Him selflessly. They are also aware of the 
true nature of the soul. ] 


Doing 'Pranam' (i.e. paying obeisance by bowing the head) to Lord Sri Ram is the 
root of all auspiciousness and well-beings, and is potent enough to uproot all 
inauspiciousness and evil forebodings in this world. Verily, it is the same Raghunath 
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(Sri Ram) who had placed his benevolent and merciful hands on the head of 
Vibhishan. Say, how can one describe his (Vibhishan's) privilege and good luck, and 
the resultant fame that he acquired for himself? (2). 


The power and might of the Lord's holy Name has purified even those sinners and 
vile ones who were never tired of doing evil, sinning and committing misdemeanours 
and unrighteousness of all kinds. Some had chanted his name in the correct order, and 
others in the reverse order (i.e. some as RAAM and some as MARAA)’, and by doing 
so, even those whose characters and deeds were like crows became as exalted as royal 
swans (3). 

[This refers to the legendary sage Valmiki who had attained an exalted stature 
of being one of the greatest sages and seers of his time by using Lord Ram's holy 
Name in the reverse order to do meditation. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 19.] 


[Talking about himself, Tulsidas says—] ‘He, who was of a weak body (i.e. under- 
nourished, emaciated) and had to eat husk (i.e. eat worthless, left-over food), who 
yearned for bits and morsels of food, and had to content himself with ordinary food 
and felt happy even to get it (in short, who was extremely impoverished and hungry to 
even find sufficient to feed his stomach)—now is so privileged that he is able to 
directly ask or seek like a Papiha (a sparrow hawk) from the beautiful dark cloud 
representing Lord Sri Ram? (4). 

["Tulsidas cites his early life when he was so poor that he had to beg for food, but 
no one cared for him. Now that he has declared himself as a servant and devotee of 
the Lord, everyone around wishes to please him and get his blessings, and therefore 
there is no dearth of anything that he needs. All this is because of one factor: that is 
his surrendering before Lord Ram. 

Realizing the import of this, Tulsidas has decided not to seek from anybody other 
than his Lord Ram who is compared here to the dark rain-bearing clouds. The cloud is 
symbolic of magnanimity, generosity and charity, and used as a metaphor for life and 
its abundant pleasures and joys. The cloud showers rain which sustains life on this 
earth so much so that when it rains and the dark cloud is cited in the sky, the farmer 
rejoices and the animals begin to sing in the garden and the forests. The ‘Papiha’ asks 
for rain-drops from the cloud to satisfy its own thirst, but the gracious and kind cloud 
gives rain not only to him, but at his behest or on his excuse, to the whole world at 
large. 

Similarly Tulsidas asks from Lord Sri Ram for his own benefit, but the 
magnanimous Lord showers his grace and munificence on the whole creation. 
Tulsidas rejoices at the Lord's grace and benevolent nature. ] 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 42: 


TÀ WA GRA TD] Sell | 

wimg, q-a g-e,  éher-sfdset || 1 11 
ase, Pepi, vi A ce we wel 

wr frau cf, wm oa oT xTH-XIGPHNST Fell! 211 
quaa cx GR IRA ges val feme 
gaika arm ca vata aR wat storia will 31 
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mya YH HAP we AA Ue 
gendi yea m watt Freq Ave sell! 411 


gaye rāma sarana sabakau bhalo. 

gani-gariba, baro-choto, budha-murha, hinabala-atibalo.. 1.. 
pangu-andha, niraguni-nisambala, jo na lahai jace jalo. 

so nibahyo nike, jo janami jaga rama-rajamaraga calo.. 2.. 
nama-pratapa-divakara kara khara garata tuhina jyom kalimalo. 
sutahita nama leta bhavanidhi tari gayo ajamila-so khalo.. 3.. 
prabhupada prema pranama-kamataru sadya bibhisanako phalo. 
tulasī sumirata nama sabaniko mangalamaya nabha-jala thalo.. 4.. 


Verse no. 5/42—Everyone stands to gain and have welfare by seeking refuge in the 
holy feet of Lord Sri Ram—whether he is rich or impoverished, whether he is of high 
or low birth, of whatever stature and position in society he is, whether he is wise or an 
idiot, and whether he is weak or most strong and valiant (1). 


Even those who are lame, blind, without any virtues and qualities, and most 
impoverished and wretched, who do not even get water to drink when desired—if 
they took birth in this world and followed the highway that leads to Lord Ram (i.e. the 
path of devotion, worship, adoration, love, affection, surrender, submission and 
service etc.), they were well looked after and sustained by the Lord (2). 


In the face of the brilliant and splendorous rays of the sun representing the might, 
glory, fame and virtues of Sri Ram's Holy Name, the faults (i.e. evils, vices, 
misdemeanours, sins etc.) of Kaliyug melt away like snow. 

Even the wicked rascal such as Ajaamil crossed the ocean of this illusionary 
and mundane world, and attained emancipation and salvation just by calling out his 
name (“Narayan”), even though he had meant to call out to his son of the same name! 
(3). 

['Ajaamil was so horrified at seeing the messengers of death that he called for 
his own son, named Narain, to protect him. But since the word also was the name of 
Vishnu, the latter immediately sent his own messengers to rescue the wretched 
Ajaamil and bring him to heaven. ] 


The bowing of his head by Vibhishan (to pay obeisance to Lord Ram) proved to be a 
Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling tree) for him, and it bore fruits for him immediately 
too". 

Tulsidas cites this as an example to say that similarly, when one recalls or 
remembers the Lord's Holy Name, the sky, the earth (land) and the water (rivers, 
oceans etc.) all become auspicious and full of good omens for him (4). 

["Vibhishan was subjected to great humiliation in Lanka by his own brother 
Ravana who treated him with great contempt because Vibhishan was a stout follower 
of Lord Vishnu. But when Vibhishan came and took the shelter of Lord Ram, he was 
not only warmly welcomed but also given respect and a position in the hierarchy of 
Lord's ministers. Not only this, his honour was restored as the Lord anointed him as 
the next king of Lanka.] 
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Sundar Kand, verse no. 44: 


4rT-fed fexe WRAP TTT | 

garda, aug, yga-fra oft Ra ef amid 
qe Root aga faites, ga Pera mu 

gA gales ARE Gd aa fag ali 211 
ama wy qu-—x «ne, ad efe 4 qui 
PR pea wR aga facies, da orl emm aii 
ga fait Yad «aaa et @R foe gemi 
Feat eR aR sim wma, dem ws wear A 
ewdewr fw ut ama feel, GAR eg feum 
dates wgdw corr PR of ow GAVE um 211511 


dina-hita birada puranani gayo. 

arata-bandhu, krpalu, mrdula-cita jani sarana haum ayo.. 1.. 
tumhare ripuko anuja bibhisana, bansa nisacara jayo. 

suni guna-sila-subha'u nathako maim caranani citu layo.. 2.. 
janata prabhu dukha-sukha dasaniko, tatem kahi na sunayo. 

kari karuna bhari nayana bilokahu, taba janaum apanayo.. 3.. 
bacana binita sunata raghunayaka hanisi kari nikata bulayo. 
bhentyo hari bhari anka bharata-jyom, lankapati mana bhayo.. 4.. 
karapankaja sira parasi abhaya kiyo, janapara hetu dikhayo. 
tulasidasa raghubira bhajana kari ko na paramapada payo?.. 5.. 


Verse no. 5/44—[Vibhishan pleads with Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord! The Purans (ancient 
histories of the Hindus) have sung your glories (i.e. made you renowned) as being one 
who is the well-wisher and benefactor of the meek, weak, lowly, humble, wretched 
and downtrodden, the underdogs and the miserable ones (dina-hita birada puranani 
gayo). 

I too have come to seek your refuge and shelter, recognising you as a friend of 
the lowly, the humble and the distressed, as being merciful, compassionate and 
gracious, and of being a sweet, amiable and friendly temperament (arata-bandhu, 
krpalu, mrdula-cita) (1). 


I am born in the demon clan and am a younger brother of your arch enemy Ravana. 
Hearing your virtues, noble characters and merciful temperament, I have concentrated 
my mind in your holy feet (with the hope that you will bless me and be compassionate 
towards me) (2). 


The Lord is aware of the joys and sorrows of those who serve him faithfully, with 
devotion and sincerity (i.e. the Lord knows the pain and sufferings as well as joys and 
happiness of all his devotees, followers and subordinates—because he is omniscient 
and resides in the heart of all as their soul). This is the reason why I have not told you 
anything; I did not mention in detail about my sufferings and agonies. 

Now, only when you intently look at me with merciful, loving and 
compassionate eyes will I know that you have accepted me (as one of your own, as 
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your devotee whom you have given refuge and shelter—taba janaum apanayo) 


(3)? 


Hearing such prayerful words of earnest pleadings spoken by Vibhishan, Raghunayak 
(i.e. the Lord of king Raghu’s race; Lord Sri Ram) laughed (i.e. smiled politely) and 
called him near, embraced him, and held him close to his bosom as if he were his own 
brother Bharat, and regarded him as a king of Lanka for all practical purposes? (4). 

[' Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/36, stanza no. 2; verse no. 5/43, 
stanza no. 4. 

?Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/38, stanza no. 3; verse no. 5/43, 
stanza no. 4.] 


Then, touching his (Vibhishan's) head with his lotus-like hands (i.e. palms), the Lord 
made him fearless—this is how Lord Ram exhibited his affection for his devotee (and 
faithful, loyal follower)’. 


Tulsidas observes that indeed, who has not attained the most exalted and the 
supreme state (or status) of existence^ by worshipping and having devotion for Lord 
Sri Ram? (5). 

[To wit, the Lord not only elevated Vibhishan to the high stature of being 
equivalent to his own beloved brother Bharat, embracing him with the same affection 
as he would have embraced Bharat, but also made him the king of Lanka, and to top it 
he blessed Vibhishan by putting his hands on his head as a gesture of providing him 
fearlessness and abiding protection from his side. 

“The ‘supreme post or stature’ for Vibhishan here has different connotations—in 
the material world it is the kingship of Lanka and freedom from Ravana's fear. In the 
spiritual realm it is to be blessed by the divine sight and blessing of the Lord, be 
recognised as his devotee, and attain the chance to serve his holy feet. And in the 
highest realm of metaphysics it is the oneness with the Supreme Soul. Frankly 
speaking, without any prejudice and interpolating with the context, this third state was 
attained by Ravana and Kumbhakarn but not by Vibhishan. 

During the final battle, a bright shaft of effulgence representing the life-force or 
Soul had emerged from their bodies and merged with Sri Ram (Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103, and Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 71 respectively), but this privilege was denied to Vibhishan, 
albeit it is true that a devotee prefers to eternally serve the holy feet of the Lord, but 
the ultimate peace and bliss is attained only when the microcosmic soul merges with 
the macrocosmic Soul that is an eternal ocean of bliss—this stature both Ravana and 
Kumbhakarn achieved, but Vibhishan missed! | 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 45: 


wer Hel AY Psst ATS | 

yg war pArA camo, qe wt OM WII 
ws aA ērā, sft wresfd mer Pag 4 GNI 
ara SRA Asi, a aul fae, ws mr RAEI! 211 
fred ef fea wa vor fac, «fes sik core] 
Aen aft aR dē at wa S o Yo ATS || 311 
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ya ufi sr wer wed SL wpa wat YANS | 
4f8 en» Du ae «m wm, PAA fe SIA 
wf vagā wes feted Sa, FA I| 

geram df sma wq VĀ WY oe ABII SII 


satya kahaum mero sahaja subha'u. 

sunahu sakha kapipati lankapati, tumha sana kauna dura'u.. 1.. 
saba bidhi hina-dina, ati jaramati jako katahumi na tha'um. 

ayo sarana bhajaum, na tajaum tihi, yaha janata risira'u.. 2.. 
jinhake haum hita saba prakara cita, nahina aura upa'u. 

tinhahim lagi dhari deha karaum saba, daraum na sujasa nasa'u.. 3.. 
puni puni bhuja utha'i kahata haum, sakala sabha pati'a'u. 

nahi ko'ü priya mohi dasa sama, kapata-priti bahi ja'u.. 4.. 

suni raghupati bacana bibhisana prema-magana, mana ca'u. 
tulasidasa taji āsa-trāsa saba aise prabhu kaham gā'u.. 5.. 


Verse no. 5/45—[After giving refuge and shelter to Vibhishan, Lord Ram made his 
basic kind and merciful nature known to the assembly. Refer also to Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 48 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it 
where the same declaration has been made by Lord Ram. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (1) from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 85—to Doha no. 87 where Lord Ram has preached the saintly 
crow Kaagbhusund on the same theme; (ii) from Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 42 where Lord Ram has 
preached to Hanuman and Bharat and the rest of the company about the characters of 
saintly people who are dear to him; and (iii) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 47 where Lord Ram has 
preached the citizens of Ayodhya about the characters of people who are dear to him. 

If one understands the import of these teachings, one is motivated to improve 
one's self and inculcate these virtues that would make him feel very comfortable and 
assured of redemption at the hands of Lord Ram. It also motivates one to surrender 
himself fearlessly before the Lord who is none but the Supreme Being in a visible 
human form, a prospect that makes seeking deliverance and salvation so much the 
easier as compared to worshipping a God who is unknown and unseen.] 


[Lord Sri Ram proclaimed—] ‘I speak truthfully about my inherent and natural 
temperament. Listen attentively, the king of monkeys (Sugriv) and the king of Lanka 
(Vibhishan). There is nothing which I have to conceal from you (1). 


He—who is lowly, drowntrodden, meek, humble, most foolish and highly 
unfortunate, one who has no where to go and has no destination, one who has no 
succour and solace anywhere in this world—if any such person comes to me seeking 
shelter and refuge, I ‘serve? him in all possible ways, and never abandon, avoid or 
forsake him. This fact is well known to (and endorsed by) sage Valmiki and other 
exalted sages and seers (2). 


Those whose mind and intellect regard me as their sole benefactor, their only 
protector, and their single well-wisher, and who find no solution (or way out) of their 
problems except seeking my refuge (i.e. they are in a virtual log-jam in this mundane 
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world but sincerely seek a way out of their quandry)—I assume a human form for 
them and finish off all their works for them, not bothering (or fearing) that by doing 
any such act my reputation and fame will be harmed or tainted in any way (3). 

[To wit, I am not tardy and reluctant at helping my devotees, even at the cost 
of tarnishing my immaculate image or reputation. Sri Ram seems to justify his many 
acts that would seem a little bit unrighteous on their face. But since those acts would 
be of good of his devotees, the Lord did not hesitate to do them. For instance, his 
acceptance of Vibhishan would seem as a strategic military move to spark dissention 
and desertion in the enemy’s camp, as well as to give shelter to such deserters and 
traitors to serve strategic gains on the battle field and get insider information on the 
enemy’s army and preparedness. But the Lord did not accept Vibhishan for this 
reason; the Lord accepted him as he was subjected to immense torment and was 
suffering horrors under the rule of his cruel and selfish demon brother Ravana who 
did not know what good treatment to his dependants meant. 

Think what would be the fate of Vibhishan if Lord Ram had turned him away 
for fear of inviting ill-fame in the world for giving refuge to traitors such as 
Vibhishan? The latter would have surely been tortured to death by Ravana. Since 
Vibhishan came to seek help from the Lord when he was in immense consternation 
and fear of his life, it was incumbent upon the Lord to extend his protection to him 
because it his declared policy to give protection to all who come to seek it, and 
especially when Vibhishan was not in the wrong and was a pious soul. The Lord just 
could not refuse him. 

Similar accusation can be made with respect of Lord Ram dethroning Baali 
and putting Sugriv on the throne of Kiskindha—because then Sugriv would be 
obliged to the Lord and be under his command, almost like his vassal, providing the 
much needed army and arms for the campaign of Lanka. In this case, Lord Ram was 
more concerned for the good and welfare of Sugriv who had been wronged by his 
brother Baali. If mere help of the monkey army was the Lord’s concern in making 
Sugriv the king of Kishkindha, the same objective could have been more easily 
achieved by seeking the help of Baali if Lord Ram would have helped the latter in 
capturing Sugriv. But the Lord preffered to accept the ignominy of taking sides in 
what was a mutual conflict between two brothers as it helped Sugriv to regain his 
honour and rightful share. 

Earlier also, Lord Ram had liberated Ahilya, the wife of sage Guatam who 
was in the form of a stone, by ‘touching her with his feet’, something which is not 
totally beyond reproach as it is not right to touch a woman, especially if is she is a 
sage’s wife. But since this seemingly not-so-right action was necessary for the good 
of Ahilya, the Lord did it, fully knowing that the coming generation would continue to 
raise fingers at him for this kind act.] 


I repeatedly lift my arms and declare, let the whole assembly listen carefully to it and 
believe my words—no one is dearer to me than my servant (i.e. my ardent devotee, 
humble follower, refuge seeker). But yes, that servant should be of pure intellect, pure 
mind and pure heart, uncorrupt, truthful, honest, free from deceit and conceit, and of 
pure disposition in all possible ways? (4).’ 

[To wit, the Lord does not accept rascals and pretenders who wish to escape 
judgement by taking the garb of a devotee of the Lord for the time till he can hide 
himself from punishment, only to rear his ugly head and go back to his old evil ways 
once the danger of punishment is over. For in all sooth, this is not allowed; the Lord 
makes it clear here when he says that he abhors deception, pretensions, conceit, 
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deceit, or cunning of any kind. If one wishes the Lord to help him or her, then he or 
she has to first clean the heart and mind before expecting anything from the Lord. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 44; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 48.] 


Hearing these words of Raghupati (Sri Ram), Vibhishan was overwhelmed with 
waves of surging affections and emotions of endearment for the gracious Lord, while 
his heart and mind were greatly encouraged and enthused by the Lord's solemn oath. 
Tulsidas advises that one should avoid or abandon all hopes of succour and solace 
from this world, and become fearless by taking refuge with Lord Ram. One should 
sing the glories, the virtues and the fames of such a (munificent, benevolent, merciful, 
compassionate, gracious, benign, magnanimous and kind) Lord as Sri Ram! (5). 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 46: 


aes wferg ort fear | 

arg WA sm o wl — uerus 1|| 
egg c ws Rin aR ga ac Ala four? 
em We sept füg-sui Mo ww fis fear ?112I1 
a eq wath ba OR Wn ferr fear? 
qrferama—arf «sd af efe ae dre fer 21) 3 
Wori-wurs fri ari, f wfü—eee fem 
gaama wy PR wa yor aati AIl 


nahina bhajibé joga biyo. 

Sriraghubira samana ana ko pürana-krpa-hiyo.. 1.. 

kahahu, kauna sura sila tari puni kevata mita kiyo? 

kaune gidha adhamako pitu-jyorn nija kara pinda diyo?.. 2.. 
kauna déva sabarike phala kari bhojana salila piyo? 
bālitrāsa-bāridhi bürata kapi kēhi gahi bāmħa liyo?.. 3.. 
bhajana-prabha'u bibhisana bhasyau, suni kapi-kataka jiyo. 
tulasidasako prabhu kosalapati saba prakara bariyo.. 4.. 


Verse no. 5/46—[When Vibhishan heard Lord Ram make a solemn promise as 
described in verse no. 5/45 above, he praised the Lord in the following way—] 


"There is no one else more worthy to be worshipped, adored and have devotion for 
than Lord Sri Ram. 

Forsooth, whose heart is as full with mercy, grace, munificence and kindness 
as that of Lord Sri Ram? (1). 


Say, which other Lord God (sura)! has liberated the rock (*Ahilya", from her curse 
that turned her into a stone)? and made Kewat (the boatman) his friend’? And who has 
offered ‘Pinda’ (a round ball-shaped offering given to dead ancestors, especially 
parents, as a part of funeral rites) to the most sinful and lowly vulture (Jatau)^ with his 
own hands as if he was the Lord's father? (2). 

['The word used in the text is “Sura”, meaning ‘a God’. Vibhishan clearly 
hints that such divine intercessions and the privilege of granting of boons fall under 
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the realm of Gods. They are expected to lift the downtrodden and the lowly so that 
their souls can find peace and happiness. But none bothered to pay attention to any of 
the three mentioned here; none tried to do something for their liberation and 
deliverance even though they were pious and led a righteous life. Vibhishan uses this 
opportunity to praise Lord Ram, saying that it was he who took pains to walk upto 
them and saw that they got what they wanted. 

To wit, Ahilya was freed from her curse that had turned her into a stone. 
Kewat got the promise of deliverance at the time of his death and a permanent 
friendship with the king of his realm, i.e. Lord Ram. And Jatau too got deliverance 
though he was a vulture by birth, a birth that is not holy and high by any count. 

*Refer to Section no. 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this Book where this story of 
Ahilya is briefly narrated as a note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 24. 

*Kewat, the boatman, had taken Lord Ram, his wife Sita and his brother 
Laxman across the river when they were on their way to the forest from Ayodhya. He 
was of a low caste and had done no meritorious deed in life that could help him attain 
deliverance upon death. But his meeting with Lord Ram proved to a great boon for 
him and his entire family as the Lord granted all of them final liberation and 
deliverance. 

“Refer to Section no. 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this Book where this story of the 
vulture Jatau is briefly narrated as a note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Doha no. 
24. ] 


Which God has eaten the fruits offered by Sabari? and drank water at her place 
(because she was of a low caste and castracised by society)? And who has taken out 
Sugriv? by grasping his arms and prevented him from drowning in the ocean of grief 
and fear caused by (his elder brother and arch rival) Baali? (3). 

[Refer to Section no. 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this Book where this story of the 
Sabari is briefly narrated as a note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Doha no. 24. 

"Refer to Section no. 1.1 of Chapter no. 1 of this Book where this story of the 
Sugriv is briefly narrated as a note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Doha no. 24.] 


When Vibhishan praised the Lord as aforesaid, highlighting the potential powers of 
devotion and worship of the Lord and the benefits that accrue from them (by citing 
the above examples), the whole army of monkeys’ heard these words in rapt attention, 
and discussed it amongst themselves most cheerfully and animatedly. 

Really, the Lord of Tulsidas (tulasidasako prabhu), the King of Kaushal 
(Ayodhya), Lord Sri Ram, is indeed the ‘best’ (the most exalted, supreme and one of 
his kind) in all possible ways (kosalapati saba prakara bariyo) (4). 

[The fact that the words of Vibhishan made the monkey army become alert, 
vigilant, animated, cheerful and joyous is significant. Prior to this sermon by 
Vibhishan, the monkeys had their doubts. But now they were convinced that their 
Lord was no ordinary prince, and his super-human powers are no less than divine than 
the Gods. Nay, the Lord is much more compassionate and graceful than even the 
Gods whom the world pay its obeisance, for the Lord pays attention for the welfare 
and happiness of all his dependants as compared to the Gods who are only interested 
in accepting offerings. 

This discourse of Vibhishan was a great morale booster for the entire army and 
ensured that they fought with surety of victory in the up-coming war. They thought 
that if the enemy's brother is praising the Lord so much, then surely there must be 
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truth in it. Besides his own case that needed to be praised, Vibhishan has also cited so 
many other independent examples to stress the truth of what he says. In all 
probabilities, many in the ranks of the monkey and bear army may not have known of 
these events. This definitely helped them to overcome their doubts, dilemmas and 
uncertainities, and enfused them with renewed vigour, enthusiasm and zeal to serve 
the Lord in the best way they can, both individually as well as together as a group, 
attitudes which are essential to win a war. It was a dose of great morale booster for the 
army.] 


Kk K k k 2K 2K K K 


(1.6) Vinai Patrika: 


[‘Vinai Patrika’ of Goswami Tulsidas is an exemplarily excellent and a nonesuch 
Book of Prayers which has ever been written in Indian literature. It is one of the most 
celebrated, most highly revered, and widely acclaimed and glorified Book of Prayers 
dedicated to Lord Ram that has found no match anywhere. 

Vinai Patrika is richly endowed with a wide range of verses that extol and 
glorify the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram. Like Geetawali and Kavitawali, the 
verses of Vinai Patrika are set to different soulful Ragas (tunes) of classical Indian 
music, making it possible to sing them to give peace and happiness to the heart and 
the soul. 

Now therefore, we shall seclect and read an assortment of such beautiful 
verses herein below, and derive spiritual joy by reading and understanding their 
message. 


Raga Rāmakalī 
(46) 


NIST 

WA OY, KA WY, WA oY, NTH rg, IH wn, qe Wd, AR IN| 

wee rex fora ofl we, MA fears ae d«um | |1 | | 
acre Aare, o Waesg-Ru-ewgfa—duNne | 

SAPR USI YAPI, wer, RA eres | 12 | | 
aqua, WA Smet, GS—PIGS AR AS Ar | 

SVT cx AT FW AWA Wold, TARA, Fs AAT 113 | | 
qWrJIja—dwdq-ÍqdTbx,  HIA—-HI—-A—-HuI-GMA-GUN | 

eir ad wu arte vasa a KU VARAT | |4 || 
ord, FANE, Pada yaga Haf- | 

adaa- tae, Alenu, HR—aR—urdifē—utc | 15 || 
virb—wWas-urmi«ueenmFrei  un-udda—efós—efemsd | 
wiasri—ermge-dg4, fdsmaua, ATA p A-AA TE | 16 | | 
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qü—eedgumra, Ram wide, Wefüadg uve 
wRb—dxr-fdsH—sTH—«TH—«, ATA elt TIE Sri | |7 | | 

dd wd, gd, cated, da wd ad phoe | 

da ARTA ag Aaea PTE | |8 || 

sg ga, Ua, Met, aR Aa, AAC faye ufq Act A wil 
AN Ue amu, KARI, eund, arr faf efus wn erage | 19 | | 


(46) 


sada 

rama japu, rama japu, rama japu, rama japu, rama japu, mürha mana, bara 
baram. 

sakala saubhagya-sukha-khani jiya jāni Satha, mani vi$vasa vada vēdasāram. 
1. 

koSalendra nava-nilakanjabhatanu, madana-ripu-kanjahrdi-cancarikam. 
janakiravana sukhabhavana bhuvanaikaprabhu, samara-bhanjana, parama 
karunikam. 2. 

danuja-vana-dhümadhuja, pina ajanubhuja, danda-kodandavara canda 
banam. 

aruna kara carana mukha nayana rājīva, guna-ayana, bahu mayana-Sobha- 
nidhanam. 3. 

vasanavrnda-kairava-divakara, kama-krodha-mada-karija-kanana-tusararn. 
lobha ati matta nagendra pancananam bhaktahita harana sansara-bharam. 4. 
keSavam, klēšaham, kēša-vandita pada-dvandva mandakini-mülabhütarn. 
sarvadananda-sandoha, mohapaham, ghora-sansara-pathodhi-potam. 5. 
Soka-sandeha-pathodapatalanilam, pāpa-parvata-kathina-kulišarūpam. 
santajana-kamadhuka-dhenu, vi$ramaprada, nama kali-kalusa-bharijana 
anupam. 6. 

dharma-kalpadrumarama, haridhama-pathi sambalam, mülamidameva ekarn. 
bhakti-vairagya-vijfiana-Sama-dana-dama, nama adhina sadhana anékam. 7. 
tena taptam, hutam, dattmevakhilam, tena sarvam krtam karmajalam. 

yena $riramanamamrtam panakrtamaniSamanavadyamavalokya kalam. 8. 
Svapaca, khala, bhilla, yavanadiharilokagata, namabala vipula mati mala na 
parasī. 

tyagi saba asa, santrasa, bhavapasa, asi nisita harinama japu dasatulasi. 9. 


Verse no. 46—Oh you foolish mind! Always chant and keep repeating Lord Ram's 
holy and divine Name ‘RAM’ persistently, consistently, unwaveringly and constantly 
at all times because it is the mine and treasure-trove of all good fortunes, 
auspiciousness, happiness and joy. This is what the Vedas have reiterated and is the 
essence of their teachings. [Realizing this fact in your heart, and having full belief, 
faith and conviction in it, you should always pronounce Lord Ram's holy Name.] (1). 


The charm and radiance of the beauteous form of Kaushalendra (literally the King of 
Kaushal, here meaning Lord Ram) is like a newly bloomed blue lotus flower. He is a 
bee that dwells in the lotus-like heart of the Lord who is an enemy of Kamdeo. [This 
refers to Lord Shiva who had turned Kamdeo to ashes.] He stays with Janki (i.e. is the 
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constant companion of Sita, as he is her divine husband). He is an abode of bliss, 
happiness and joys. He is the only Lord of the entire universe. He is a destroyer of 
enemies in the battle-field. And he is most merciful, kind and compassionate. (2). 


He (Lord Ram) is like a wild fire for the forest of demons. [That is, just like the fire 
destroys big forests, Lord Ram is able to get rid of great demons who stand for evil, 
dark, decadent, pervert and corrupt tendencies in this world, as well as equally evil 
thoughts, actions and behaviours.] He holds a beautiful bow and fierce (invincible) 
arrows in his muscular arms that are so long as to reach the knees. His hands (palms), 
feet (sole), face and eyes are attractive and alluring like a red lotus. He is an abode of 
all good virtues and a treasury of beauty that is comparable to numerous Kamdeos 
taken together. (3). 


He is like the sun personified for the purpose of abolishing the negative qualities of 
Vasanas (worldly yearning, lust and passion for the objects of the senses) symbolized 
by the Kumudini (a type of lotus that shrinks in sunlight). Similarly, he is like frost for 
the purpose of destroying the forest of lotuses symbolizing such negative qualities as 
Kaam (lust, desire, passion, infatuation and lasciviousness), Krodh (anger), Mada 
(haughtiness, arrogance), etc. He is like a lion, the king of forest, for the wild and 
arrogant elephant representing Lobh (greed, avarice, rapacity). He is the slayer of 
demons for the benefit of his devotees, as well as to remove the burden of the entire 
world tyrannized by these demons (symbolizing evils and vices; those rascals who are 
universal tormentors of innocent creatures; those who are miscreants who are sinful, 
unrighteous, unscrupulous, and pervert). (4). 


His name is Keshav, and he is the destroyer or eliminator of troubles, tribulations, 
sorrows and agonies of all sorts. His feet, which are the fount (spring) from where 
river Ganges had emerged, is worshipped by Lords Brahma (the creator) and Shiva 
(the annihilator). He is always a bouquet (a treasury) of Anand (bliss, happiness and 
joy). He is an eliminator of all forms of Moha (attachments, attractions, infatuations 
and delusions). And he is like a ship to cross the great ocean known as Bhav-Sagar 
(literally the mortal world of mundane existence that is huge and endless, as well as 
entrapping for the creature). (5). 


Lord Ram is like a strong gust of wind to disperse clouds of sorrows and doubts. He is 
like a Vajra (thunderbolt; the strong weapon of Indra) for the purpose of reducing to 
rubble the formidable mountain of sins. His name gives the desired fruits to saints like 
a Kamdhenu cow does. He is a bestower of bliss, beatitude and felicity. And he 1s 
matchless in eliminating all the great sins that are characteristic of Kaliyug. (6). 


The holy Name of Lord Ram is a like an evergreen garden of Kalpa Trees 
representing Dharma (auspiciousness, righteousness, virtuousness). It is like the 
sanctified meal that is to be accepted by the travelers who are en-route to the abode of 
the Lord. [That is, the holy Name of Lord Ram sustains spiritual seekers of 
emancipation and salvation; it is the mainstay of those who want liberation and 
deliverance from this gross delusory world.] 

It is the fount as well as the foundation of all resources and accomplishments. 
[That is, the holy Name of the Lord is the only means by which one can attain success 
in any kind of endeavour in this world. All achievements revolve around one's 
devotion for the Lord and his reliance on his holy Name.] 
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The various means of salvation—such as Bhakti (devotion), Vairagya 
(renunciation), Vigyan (expert and truthful knowledge), Sham (equanimity, restraint), 
Dam (fortitude, tolerance), Daan (charity) etc.—are all dependant on Lord Ram's holy 
Name. [They subsist on the Lord's name. That is why it is an established tradition to 
start anything or any kind of work by invoking the Lord's name first at the beginning 
of the effort or enterprise.] (7). 


Those who have constantly, consistently and persistently imbibed this purified nectar 
of Lord Ram's name in an abiding form and as a matter of natural habit in the present 
ferocious and cruel era marked by horrors and torments—they are deemed to have 
done (i.e. they get the benefit of doing) all types of Tapas (penances, austerities, rigid 
following of codes of conduct), have performed all Yagyas (religious rituals and 
sacrifices), have given everything in charity, and have done all the sacraments and 
rituals sanctioned by the Vedas. [That is, the simple name of Lord Ram is a one- 
window solution for all the problems tormenting the creature. It is one-dose remedy 
for all ills afflicting the creature. It encapsulates in it all the spiritual rewards that 
accrue by doing Tapa, Yagya and Vedic rituals etc.] (8). 


Numerous Chandals (out-castes), sinners, Bhils (tribal hunters) and Yavans (heretics, 
non-believers) etc. have gone to the abode of the Lord on the immense strength of 
Lord Ram's name, and its astounding good effects and potential powers as a liberator 
and deliverer. All the vices and evils of this world dared not to touch their wisdom 
and intellect (i.e. these vices could not corrupt or mislead them). 

Oh Tulsidas! Abandon all fears and all kind of hopes from any other source, 
and instead chant Lord Ram's holy Name which is like a sharp-edged sword to cut 
through the bindings and snares of this mundane world characterized by delusions and 
entrapments. (9). 


Raga Bhairava 
(65) 


WA WA NH, UA TH NC, NTH UA VY viter | 
war—Aadde—aeal, Fa! sefó A ATIN] 
Wd Meo U—URAR, ATR—ATAA—PRRT | 
waar TĀ ETA Sree Wafüsmer | |2 | | 
RÈ, afer, ues qf ufa, wife Ra fora omi | 
afte afte sr RT ST wx, ws RATA ufeumi | 3 || 
SRATA—IT TĀ, vraara—uafe, ATA | 

* T3 8, wp Ere, dg Ayaa aad asī | 14 || 
VA sT wT erry Taq oe, fdenp 1 fer fos wre | 
geri fet soar sro RR, Aefa +4 rare | 15 || 


(65) 
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rama rama ramu, rama rama ratu, rama rama japu jiha. 
ramanama-navaneha-mehako, mana! hathi hohi papiha. 1. 

saba sadhana-phala küpa-sarita-sara, sagara-salila-nirasa. 
rama-nama-rati-svati-sudha-subha sikara premapiyasa. 2. 

garaji, taraji, pasana barasi pavi, priti parakhi jiya janai. 

adhika adhika anuraga umamga ura, para paramiti pahicanai. 3. 
ramanama-gati, ramanama-mati, ramanama-anuragl. 

hvai gayé haim, je hohinge, tē'i tribhuvana ganiyata barabhāgī. 4. 
ēka anga maga agamu gavana kara, bilamu na china china chāhaim. 
tulasi hita apano apani disi, nirupadhi nema nibahairn. 5. 


Verse no. 65—Oh Tongue (jiha)! You should always be talking about Lord Ram and 
remain involved in singing the Lord's glories (rama rama ramu); you should always 
be chanting the holy Name *Ram' of the Lord (rama rama ratu); and you should 
always be repeating the holy Mantra of Lord Ram constantly (rama rama japu). 

Oh my Mind and Heart (mana)! Be determined like a Papiha (the sparrow 
hawk) (hathi hohi papiha) and be enamoured of the fresh rain-bearing cloud 
represented by the virtues of devotion and affection for the holy Name of Lord Ram 
just like this bird is of the cloud that bears rain (rāmanāma-navanēha-mēhakā). 

[Oh my dear Mana, think of nothing else except Lord Ram's holy Name and 
fix your attention on it just like the Papiha bird fixes its attention exclusively on the 
rain giving cloud. This bird is renowned for its undiluted love for the rain-bearing 
cloud, and it drinks only the rain drops that fall down from the cloud directly into its 
beak. Otherwise, the bird prefers to remain thirsty and would rather die than to drink 
water from any other source. Tulsidas cites the example of this bird's love for the 
cloud to stress that he also desires to develop sincere and deep devotion, affection and 
love for the Lord with the same intensity and sincerity as that of the Papiha. He would 
seek whatever is to be sought exclusively from Lord Ram and his holy Name.] (1). 


Even as a Papiha shuns the water of wells, rivers, ponds and even an ocean to quench 
its thirst, and remains eager to get even a single drop of rain water that its beloved 
cloud gives directly to it during the Swati Nakshatra (which is a special configuration 
of stars occurring between August-September), so should you (i.e. the tongue and the 
Mana) also avoid the hope of satisfying yourself by any other means except by 
concentrating exclusively and solely on the nectar-like drops of spiritual bliss that are 
obtained by constant repetition of Lord Ram's holy Name and focusing the attention 
on the Lord (Saba sadhana-phala kūpa-sarita-sara, sāgara-salila-nirāsā. rāma- 
nama-rati-svati-sudha-subha sikara premapiyasa). (2). 


The lover cloud growls, admonishes, showers hail and strikes the loving Papiha with a 
thunderbolt (garaji, taraji, pasana barasi pavi) In this way when the cloud 
determines that the unshakeable, eternal and measureless love of the Papiha (priti 
parakhi jiya janai), even after subjecting it to the most rigorous of tests, goes on 
increasing steadily in its heart with each test and none of its rebukes diminishes the 
bird's devotion for it even a whit (adhika adhika anuraga umamga ura), then only 
does it graciously obliges the bird with the much sought-after drops of rain water that 
it puts directly into the bird's mouth as a token of acknowledgement of mutual love 
and respect for each other (para paramiti pahicanai). 
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[To wit, the cloud firsts tests the sincerity of the bird's love and devotion for it 
by subjecting it to rigourous tests. When it 1s satisfied that the bird would not budge 
from its determination then only the cloud showers it with its own love in the form of 
the rain. Similarly, a devotee is first tested by the Lord about his sincerity of devoton 
and love as well as his faith in the Lord by subjecting him to apparent neglect and 
hardships. The trick here is that the devotee should learn to have patience and 
perserverance. When the Lord finds that the devotee is unwavering in his love and 
devotion for the Lord, and would cope with everything in order to get the Lord's 
grace, then the doors of the Lord's treasury of mercy and grace is wide opened for 
him.] (3). 


In a similar fashion (no matter what tribulations, ordeals, torments, agonies, troubles 
and miseries come to test your sincerity and steadfastness), you should also take 
refuge in the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram as your last destination 
(ramanama-gati), keep your mind, sub-conscious and intellect focused on the holy 
and divine Name of Lord Ram (ramanama-mati), and develop sincere love and 
affection for the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram (rāmanāma-anurāgī). 

Such devotees who depend on Lord Ram's Name, whether in the past, the 
present or the future, should be considered as the one who is most privileged, lucky 
and fortunate in the entire world and its three levels or dimensions (hvai gaye haim, 
je hohinge, tē'i tribhuvana ganiyata barabhāgī). 

[The phrase ‘three levels of the world’ has many connotations— such as the 
past, the present and the future. It also means the terrestrial world, the celestial world 
and the nether world, as well as the present world, the world after death, and the 
world of the previous birth.] (4). 


This path (of having unflinching, unwavering and sincere love for Lord Ram's holy 
Name) is lonely and very difficult to follow because there are many distractions and 
hardships encountered enroute (ēka ahga maga agamu gavana kara). So, once 
you step on this path, do not stop even momentarily to take rest under a shade (i.e. to 
enjoy the pleasures of the objects of this materialistic world as you would get deluded 
and miss your objective) (bilamu na china china chāhaim). 

Oh Tulsidas (tulasī)! Your welfare lies in keeping your allegiance to the holy and 
divine Name of Lord Ram without having any deceit, pretensions, crookedness, 
cunning, trickery and deception in your mind (hita apano apani disi, nirupadhi 
néma nibāhaim). [That is, your welfare is ensured only if you have sincere devotion 
for Lord Ram's holy and divine Name.] (5). 

[Note—In this verse, Tulsidas compares Lord Ram to the rain-bearing cloud, the 
Lord's holy Name to the rain drops, the spiritual bliss, joy and sustenance that one 
derives from the Lord's glorious Name to the joy, happiness and rejuvination that the 
bird Papiha gets by drinking the rain drops, and the devotee of the Lord, who in this 
particular case is Tulsidas himself, to the bird Papiha itself. 

Even as the Papiha loves the cloud so much that it has taken a vow that it would 
depend solely on it for quenching its thirst by dropping rain drops directly into its 
beak, a devotee of Lord Ram also depends directly on the grace of the Lord for all his 
needs, whether they are related to the temporal world or to the spiritual world. A true 
devotee of the Lord would rather die than go somewhere else to seek what he wants. 

In this devotion for the cloud the Papiha is more often than not subjected to 
extreme sufferings as it is hit by hail falling from the same cloud it loves so much, is 
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made to get affrightened by the deafening sound of the rupturous thunder and the 
blinding light of the streak of lightening striking all over the sky to indicate that the 
cloud is annoyed with its constant display of love for it by fixing its gaze on the cloud 
and nagging it for rain water—but none of these things deters the Papiha from 
expressing its love and devotion for the cloud. 

The sacrifice of the Papiha does not in vain for finally a time comes when the 
overwhelmed cloud feels ashamed of itself for being so harsh with its lover who 
would rather court death than abandon its love for its beloved, and so the cloud 
lovingly puts the rain drops directly into the mouth of the bird. The wonderful part is 
that this rain, which is meant for the Papiha, not only benefits a particular bird but a 
whole generation of living beings on this planet as the cloud pours and pours its rain 
on earth as a token of largesse and charity to show how grateful it is to the Papiha for 
its love for the former. 

Likewise, when a single devotee sacrifices his life for the sake of love and 
devotion for Lord Ram and is abundantly rewarded by the Lord, it sets an example for 
countless others who see this as an example for their own redemption, as a light of 
hope at the end of the dark tunnel for themselves. 

This verse lays the basic foundation for the theme that forms the underlying current 
in the majority of the verses that follow below in this marvellous Book called Vinai 
Patrika wherein Tulsidas has repeatedly stressed that no matter how much he has to 
suffer he would still seek to surrender before Lord Ram and ask for his mercy, for it is 
sure that the Lord, who is so merciful and compassionate, is only testing his sincerity 
by being stern in the beginning, and would soon redeem him if he passes the 
rigourous test of devotion, faith and love for the Lord.] 


(66) 
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(66) 


rama japu, rama japu, rama japu bavaré. 
ghora bhava-nira-nidhi nama nija nava ré. 1. 
eka hi sadhana saba rid'dhi-sid'dhi sadhi re. 
grase kali-roga jOga-sanjama-samadhi re. 2. 
bhalo jo hai, poca jo hai, dahino jo, bama re. 
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rama-nama hi som anta saba hi ko kama re. 3. 
jaga nabha-batika rahi hai phali phüli re. 
dhuvani kaise dhaurahara dékhi tü na bhüli ré. 4. 
rama-nama chadi jo bharoso karai aura re. 

tulasī paroso tyagi māmgai kira kaura re. 5. 


Verse no. 66—[Note :- The use of the Hindi word ‘rē’ as in ray at the end of each 
sentence indicates earnest and sincere plea by the loving teacher to convince a rather 
naughty, stubborn and reluctant disciple to mend his ways, and pay heed to what is 
being said, lest he would repent later.] 


Oh you fool (bavaré)! Chant Lord Sri Ram's holy Name “RAM” repeatedly; I repeat 
and stress it—do it (rama japu, rama japu, rama japu). 

It is the only boat we have to ferry us across this worldly ocean (i.e.this is the 
easiest way to achieve salvation as it is easily available, simplest and accessible to all) 
(ghora bhava-nira-nidhi nama nija nava ré) (1). 


You can master all virtues and acquire all knowledge with the help of this single 
medium alone (€ka hi sadhana saba rid'dhi-sid'dhi sadhi ré) because Yoga 
(meditation and contemplation), self-control and self-restraint) and Samadhi (a state 
of meditative trance) etc. have been all eclipsed by the era of Kali (i.e. all other 
mediums for salvation or liberation of the soul have been over-shadowed or obscured 
by the evil presence of Kali, and therefore they aren't available) (grase kali-roga 
joga-sanjama-samadhi rē). 

[To wit, you will do yourself a great favour by relying on the Lord's holy 
Name for your emancipation and salvation because it is easily available to you and 
would help you to achieve success in all your spiritual endeavours with the least effort 
and a surety of success that no other method can ever guarantee to you.] (2). 


In the end (som anta), the holy Name of Lord Ram is the only hope for redemption, 
it is the only hope for attainment of liberation and deliverance for all of us (rama- 
nama hi saba hi ko kama rē), whether it is bad or good, upside down or up, i.e. 
whether chanted backwards or forwards, willingly or unwillingly, with or without 
faith, conviction and belief—it will only do you good, and be rest assured about it 
(bhalo jo hai, poca jo hai, dahino jo, bama re). 

[To wit, it would make no sense in arguing about its worth or worthiness, or 
whether it is a good spiritual formula or not. It is a wasteful exercise in wasting time 
and energy in this debate. After all, this holy Name is a time-tested remedy for all 
spiritual problems and it is like a boat that takes you across the ocean of 
transmigration with its attendent miseries and horrors. A patient is more concerned 
about the cure of his illness rather than in discussing the countless options that are 
available to the doctor for the cure of his disease. The scriptures and great sages and 
saints have unanimously held that Lord Ram’s holy Name is the single-window where 
a creature can find an answer for his problems, and is a single path that leads directly 
to liberation and deliverance from this gross mortal world of transmigration. So, it is 
wiser to pay heed and take the shelter of the Lord’s holy and divine Name. 

All other paths prescribed in the sciptures are helpful, but they are fraught with 
dangers of different kinds and magnitudes, involve too many rigid procedures and 
require careful diligence so much so that they become too arduous and difficult to 
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follow for a common man. On the other hand, Lord Ram's holy Name is so easy to 
say that one can repeat it any time of the day and in any manner he likes, without 
bothering about formalities. The goal is thus easily reached without having to endure 
any pain and suffering.] (3). 


This world is like an illusion of seeing a blossoming garden in the sky—it is a mirage, 
it is a delusion, it is something that is totally fake (jaga nabha-batika rahi hai phali 
phüli re). 

All the materials and sense objects in this world are castles and palaces of 
smoke—here now and gone the next moment (dhuvam kaisē dhaurahara dēkhi tü 
na bhüli re). [To wit, don't go astray believing the world to be real—it is a total 
illusion, a mirage. So, focus your attention on the supreme Reality and the supreme 
Truth instead of getting distracted by false charms of the gross mortal world.] (4). 

[Here, Tulsidas warns the creature not to be misled by the temptations of the 
material world and the attractions of its charming sense objects for all of them are like 
a fabulous castle seen in the sky, or like the water seen in the mirage on hot sand in a 
desert. Expecting any worthwhile thing from them is absolute nonsense.] 


Tulsidas says that one who relies and depends on others, and not on the holy Name of 
Lord Ram (rama-nama chadi jo bharoso karai aura rē), is like a fool who leaves 
the food in front of him and begs for it from house to house like a dog (tulasī paroso 
tyagi mamgai küra kaura ré). 

[To wit, the medium of emancipation and salvation is in front of you—so why 
do you search for it somewhere else like a hungry dog foraging for food and nibbling 
at leftovers from door to door?] (5). 


(67) 
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(67) 


rāma rāma japu jiya sadā sānurāga rē. 
kali na birāga, jūga, jaga, tapa, tyaga re. 1. 
rama sumirata saba bidhi hiko raja re. 
ramako bisaribo nisedha-sirataja re. 2. 
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rama-nama mahamani, phani jagajala re. 
mani liyē phani jiyai, byakula bihala re. 3. 
rama-nama kamataru deta phala cari re. 
kahata purana, beda, pandita, purari re. 4. 
rama-nama prema-paramarathako sara re. 
rama-nama tulasiko jivana-adhara re. 5. 


Verse no. 67—[Note :- As if Tulsidas' plea to chant Lord Ram's holy Name could not 
fully convince his audience, in this verse he continues the argument further, and 
concludes citing the Vedas and the Purans as his authority.] 


Oh Creature! Repeat (chant) Lord Ram's holy Name with abiding and sincere love 
and devotion in your heart (rama rama japu jiya sada sanuraga rē), for besides 
Lord Ram's holy Name, nothing (e.g. emancipation, salvation, bliss, tranquility) can 
be achieved in this era of Kaliyug merely by having Vairagya (renunciation), or by 
doing Yoga (meditation), Yagya (fire sacrifices and other religious practices), Tapa 
(austerities and penances), and Daan (making charities and giving of alms) (kali na 
biraga, joga, jaga, tapa, tyaga re). (1). 


In the scriptures, clear instructions are laid down as to what should or should not be 
done (i.e. what constitutes Dharma and Adharma, good deeds and evil/bad deeds) in 
order to attain one's objective. 

But in my (Tulsidas') view, remembering Lord Ram's holy Name is the king 
among laws and the only secret to attain ones' spiritual objectives (rama sumirata 
saba bidhi hiko raja r&), and forgetting the Lord and his holy Name is the worst 
form of evil deed that can be done by a creature (ramako bisaribo nisedha-sirataja 
re). (2). 

[The scriptures have laid stress on doing deeds to achieve one's goals. Nothing 
is achieved by sitting idly doing nothing. Since one has to do something to achieve 
one's goals, why not do something that has no risk factor and is sure to provide 
success instead of trying other risky paths that are not only cumbersome, require so 
much effort bur are also fraught with the danger of failure. This easy, effortless and 
sure-shot path is repeating the holy Name of Lord Ram and taking the shelter of the 
Lord for all needs.] 


This world is like a serpent and Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Mani (a luminous sac 
on the hood of a serpent which glows in the darkness) (rama-nama mahamani, 
phani jagajala re). 

Even as the snake cannot survive when one takes away this Mani from it 
(mani liyé phani jiyai), so does the world of interminable sorrows, grief and miseries 
vanishes (cannot survive) on taking Lord Ram's holy Name (byakula bihala re) (3). 


Ah! This holy Name of Lord Ram is a Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling tree) which 
gives the celebrated four fruits of 'Artha' (prosperity and wealth), ‘Dharma’ 
(righteousness), ‘Kaam’ (fulfillment of desires) and ‘Moksha’ (liberation and final 
deliverance; emancipation and salvation) (rama-nama kamataru deta phala cari 
re). 
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This fact is declared, endorsed and ratified by the Vedas, the Purans, the 
Pandit (wise and expert teachers of spiritual laws), and Lord Shiva (kahata purana, 
beda, pandita, purari re) (4). 


Lord Ram's holy Name is the essence of the virtues of devotion and love for the Lord, 
as well as of spiritual welfare and well-being of the soul in this world (rama-nama 
prema-paramarathako sara ré). 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram is the very 
foundation that supports Tulsidas' life, without which he wouldn't be able to survive, 
and is a source of his well-being (rama-nama tulasiko jivana-adhara re) (5). 


(68) 


WH WA TH vie wie qp ow ult] 
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(68) 


rama rama rama jiha jaulaum tü na japihai. 
taulau, tū kahüm jaya, tihūm tapa tapihai. 1. 
surasari-tira binu nira dukha pa'ihai. 

surataru tare tohi darida sata'ihai. 2. 

jagata, bagata, sapane na sukha so'ihai. 
janama janama, juga juga jaga ro'ihai. 3. 
chütibeke jatana bisesa bamdho jayago. 
hvaihai bisa bhojana jo sudha-sani khayago. 4. 
tulasī tiloka, tihūm kala tose dinako. 
ramanama hi ki gati jaise jala minako. 5. 


Verse no. 68—[Note :- Tulsidas warns in this verse what kind of fate awaits us if we 
do not heed him]. 


Admonishing the creature, Tulsidas warns—‘Oh, listen you Creature (jiha)! Till the 
time (taulau) you don't chant Lord Ram's holy Name repeatedly (rama rama rama 
jaulaum tū na japihai), you can never find peace anywhere—and will continue to 
burn with the fire of the Traitap (tū kahüm jaya, tihūm tapa tapihai). 
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[The Traitap is the torment that a creature is subjected to because of the 
following three—(i) Adhyatmik— spiritual problems; (ii) Adhibhautik—problems 
arising due to existential life in this world; and (iii) Adhidaivik— problems arising due 
to malignant stars and gods.] (1). 


You will be thirsty even while being on the banks of the holy river Ganges (surasari- 
tira binu nira dukha pa'ihai), and poverty shall torment you even while you are 
staying under the Kalpa Tree (surataru tare tohi darida sata'ihai) (2). 


You would never rest in peace—waking, sleeping or dreaming (jagata, bagata, 
sapane na sukha so'ihai). 

You would have to weep (lament, regret) in this world in all your births, 
always, and in all the eras in which you take birth (janama janama, juga juga jaga 
ro'ihai). 

[Tulsidas advises the creature that if he does not take the help of Lord Ram's 
holy Name, he would continue to suffer interminably for all times to come. His 
condition would be so ironic that he would be like a foolish person who dies of thirst 
even while living on the banks of the holy river Ganges. ] (3). 


The more you try other methods for liberation and deliverance, the greater will be 
your entanglement in this world (because you are far away from Lord Ram's holy 
Name) (chūtibēkē jatana bisēsa bamdho jayago). 

Even the Amrit (which is the delicious drink that gives immortality) would 
turn poison for you (hvaihai bisa bhojana jo sudha-sani khayago) (4). 


Tulsidas says about himself that for a humble person like him (tulasī tose dinako), in 
all the three Lokas (subterranean, terrestrial, celestial) and all the three periods (past, 
present, future) (tiloka, tihūm kala), Lord Ram's holy Name is the only destination 
and habitat, and it has the same importance as the water has for a fish (ramanama hi 
ki gati jaise jala minako). 

[Even as a fish cannot survive without water, Tulsidas can't live without Ram's 
Name. The water is the fish's natural habitat, and it finds joy and complete rest while 
being in it. Likewise, Tulsidas says that the Lord's holy Name is his only destination 
and provider of joy and happiness.] (5). 


(69) 
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(69) 


sumiru sanéhasom tū nama ramarayako. 

sambala nisambalako, sakha asahayako. 1. 

bhaga hai abhagehüko, guna gunahinako. 

gahaka garibako, dayalu dani dinako. 2. 

kula akulinako, sun'yo hai beda sakhi hai. 
pamgureko hatha-pamya, amdhareko amkhi hai. 3. 
maya-bapa bhükheko, adhara niradharako. 

setu bhava-sagarako, hetu sukhasarako. 4. 
patitapavana rama-nama so na dusaro. 

sumiri subhümi bhayo tulasi so üsaro. 5. 


Verse no. 69—[Note :- After explaining the importance and value of Ram's holy and 
divine Name in earlier verses, here Tulsidas emphasises its utility for all creatures in 
this world, citing the pair of opposites to illustrate his point]. 


*Oh Creature, listen! You must always remember Lord Ram's holy Name with the 
greatest of love and devotion you can command (sumiru sanehasom tu nama 
ramarayako) as his name is strength and power of those who have no other strength 
or power of any kind (sambala nisambalako), and is the best friend of those who are 
helpless and hapless (sakha asahayako) (1). 


This holy Name of Lord Ram is the luck of luck-less (bhaga hai abhagehüko), and 
is the grand virtue, quality and talent for those who do not have any worthiness in 
them (guna gunahinako). [To wit, those who chant Lord Ram's holy Name are 
bestowed with good luck and wisdom, and the otherwise worthless creature becomes 
someone respected and sought after by the world.] 

It is like a merchant who respects even the poor (customer) (gahaka 
garibako), and is merciful towards the downtrodden, the deprived and the distressed 
(dayalu dani dinako). [Such a merchant is respected in the society as compared to 
one who is selfish.]' (2). 

[The 2" line of this stanza can be interpreted differently to explain its 
meaning better as follows: “The holy Name of Lord Ram is so valuable and magical 
in its effect that those who possess it become like a valuable customer is for a 
merchant, though he may be otherwise poor in the sense that he lacks any other 
quality or virtue in him. When a merchant sees a rich customer he goes all out to woo 
him and offers him the best of the merchandise he has to offer. Likewise, when a 
luck-less and poverty stricken person repeats the holy Name of Lord Ram, he is 
warmly welcome and shown great respect in this world wherever he goes inspite of 
the fact that he has no other qualities in him nor has he done any other religiously 
meritorious deeds that would ordinary invite such honour. 

Similarly, a person who possesses the asset in the form of Lord Ram's holy 
Name becomes empowered to grant blessings to others as if he was a rich person who 
would liberally give charity to all those who come seeking something from him. This 
also invites respect for him in this world.”] 
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It is heard and even the Vedas are witness to it (sun'yo hai beda sakhi hai) that 
those who have a low birth and are downtrodden since birth, the holy Name of Lord 
Ram is able to lift them to an exalted stature where they get the same honour and 
respect that those born in a higher caste or have a noble pedigree are entitled to get 
(kula akulinako). 

[To wit, even a low-caste-born is to be considered a high-caste-born if he 
chants the holy Name of Lord Ram.] 

Lord Ram's holy Name is akin to the limbs of a lame (pamgureko hatha- 
pamya), and eyes for the blind (amdhareko ārrikhi hai) (3). 


This holy Name of Lord Ram is like a parent for the hungry (for a hungry man is sure 
to find food in the house of his parents) (maya-bapa bhukhéko), and a source of 
help and solace for the helpless and the wretched (adhara niradharako). 

It is like a bridge to cross this ocean-like mundane world of transmigration with its 
formidable problems and miseries (setu bhava-sagarako). [That is, to cross over 
this mortal world of birth and death, and find immortality instead, to break free from 
the shackles of this world and find liberation for the soul, the holy Name of Lord Ram 
is like a bridge that helps one to cross over from one side to another effortlessly.] 

The holy Name is the source of eternal bliss and beatitude for the creature and his 
soul (hetu sukhasarako) (4). 


There is no other Name or Entity which is more helpful and beneficial for the creature 
than Lord Ram's holy Name which makes even the most sinful and unholy person into 
one who is pure and holy (patitapavana rama-nama so na düsaro), because the 
mere remembrance of which has turned the useless Tulsidas, who was as worthless as 
a dry and barren moorland, into a fertile land sought after by all (sumiri subhumi 
bhayo tulasī so üsaro).' 

[To wit, even the worthless Tulsidas has become so venerated, honoured and 
sought after in the society when he has taken the shelter of Lord Ram's holy Name. 
Earlier the same Tulsidas was subjected to scorn, rebuke and ridicule by the same 
society that now respects him. All this is obviously due to the marvellous effects of 
Lord Ram's holy and divine Name that has so profoundly affected Tulsidas' fate that 
from being derided and scorned at he has now become a great saint who is shown 
respect by one and all. Tulsidas says that he possesse no qualities worth the name, and 
so the only obvious reason for this honour is that he openly chants Lord Ram's holy 
Name wherever he goes.] (5). 
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(70) 


bhalo bhali bhamti hai jo mere kahé lagihai. 
mana rama-namasom subhaya anuragihai. 1. 
rama-namako prabha'u jani jūrī agihai. 

sahita sahaya kalikala bhiru bhagihai. 2. 
rama-namasom biraga, joga, japa jagihai. 

bama bidhi bhala hü na karama daga dagihai. 3. 
rama-nama modaka saneha sudha pagihai. 

pa'i paritosa tü na dvara dvara bagihai. 4. 
rama-nama kāma-taru jo'i jo'i mamgihai. 
tulasidasa svāratha paramaratha na khamgihai. 5. 


Verse no. 70—[Note :- After pleading with his disciple to chant Ram's holy Name 
repeatedly, warning for the consequences of not doing so, pleading again citing 
opposite circumstances which are benefited by Lord's holy Name, Tulsidas finally and 
lovingly requests his disciple to chant the Name, and obtain the benefits that he will 
reap from it.] 


‘Oh my dear! If you pay heed to me and follow what I say, you would benefit and set 
to gain in all possible ways (bhalo bhali bhariti hai jo mere kahē lāgihai). 

I'm telling this for your own good that you must forthwith develop full 
devotion and love for the holy Name of Lord Ram in your Mana (heart and mind) 
(mana rama-namasom subhaya anuragihai) (1). 


Forsooth, Lord Ram's holy Name is like a fire which removes the shiver of extreme 
cold of the chilly winter season (rama-namako prabha'u jani juri agihai). 

Kaliyug—which can deflect one's wisdom from the path of good—runs away 
with all its companions out of fear on hearing this Name (sahita sahaya kalikala 
bhiru bhagihai). [To wit, when a person takes the shelter of Lord Ram's holy Name, 
the Kaliyug stops tormenting him and creating mischief for him. He is left alone in 
peace. | (2). 


Vairagya (renunciation), Yoga (meditation), and Tapa (austerity and penance) etc. 
would become effective and powerful by merely chanting or repeating the holy Name 
of Lord Ram for it acts as a catalyst for their being effective and beneficial for a 
person (rama-namasom biraga, joga, japa jagihai). 

Even a jealous and malignant Brahma (the creator who writes destiny) would 
not be able to blame you for your evil deeds (i.e. all the accumulated results of your 
past bad deeds will be eliminated forthwith as soon as you start repeating the holy 
Name of Lord Ram) (bama bidhi bhala hü na karama daga dāgihai).' (3). 
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[ The holy Name of Lord Ram is so powerful that it not only neutralizes all 
the negative effects of miseeds done by a creature but also gives him a credit balance 
in his spiritual account. So the Creator can't find any fault with this creature at the 
time of judgement, and is compelled to show him the path to heaven like a person 
who has done great religious merit in his life.] 


If you eat a ‘Laddu’ (a ball-shaped sweet made of gram flour soaked in clarified 
butter and mixed with sugar) made of Lord Ram's holy Name which is soaked in the 
Amrit (a divine and sweet liquid that gives immortality; here meaning ‘honey’) of 
love and devotion (rama-nama modaka saneha sudha pagihai), you shall get the 
highest degree of satisfaction and contentment which would ensure that you don't 
have to go from door to door seeking anything ever (pa'i paritosa tü na dvara 
dvara bagihai). 

[To wit, you will feel so contented and happy, so blissful and ecstatic, that 
nothing more would be left for you to want or expect in this life. "Door to door’ is a 
phrase meaning from one place to another or from one source to another seeking 
peace, happiness, bliss and rest for the soul.] (4).’ 


Addressing himself, Tulsidas says: ‘Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpa Tree that fulfils 
all wishes (ràma-nama kāma-taru). You will get whatever you ask of it, you will 
not be left wanting (jū'i joi mamgihai). It will fufil your wishes relating to your 
selfish interests in this world as well as your wishes for spiritual welfare and 
happiness (tulasidasa svaratha paramaratha na khamgihai).’ 

[To wit, the holy Name of the Lord will fulfil all your wants, both the ones 
pertaining to this world as well as the ones pertaining to the requirements of your 
soul—i.e. its need for emancipation and salvation, for peace and tranquility, for bliss 
and happiness.] (5). 


(129) 
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(129) 


rucira rasana tu rama rama rama kyorn na ratata. 
sumirata sukha-sukrta barhata, agha-amangala ghatata. 1. 
binu $rama kali-kalusa-jala katu karala katata. 
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dinakarake udaya jaise timira-toma phatata. 2. 
joga, jaga, japa, biraga, tapa, sutiratha-atata. 
bamdhabeko bhava-gayanda rénuki raju batata. 3. 
parihari sura-mani sunama, gurija lakhi latata. 
lalaca laghu tero lakhi, tulasi tohirn hatata. 4. 


Verse no. 129—0Oh you sweet Tongue! (rucira rasana), why don't you chant ‘rama 
rama rama’ repeatedly and incessantly (tū rama rama rama kyom na ratata), the 
mere rememberence of which holy Name or the mere utterance of this holy word 
exponentially increases happiness, joy, noble virtues and merits manifold times 
(sumirata sukha-sukrta barhata), while at the same time the numerous sins, evils 
and inauspiciousness are decreased in the same proportion (agha-amangala 
ghatata)”. 

['Refer also to verse no. 237 and 247 of this Book ‘Vinai Patrika’ where 
Tulsidas has given a similar advice to the Tongue. 

“Refer verse no. 130 herein below.] (1). 


By remembering Lord Sri Ram's holy Name, the terrible and fierce web of Kaliyug- 
induced sins and vices are removed without making much of an effort (or by the least 
effort) (binu Srama kali-kalusa-jala katu karala katata) even as darkness is torn 
apart (i.e. shattered, removed) on the appearance of the sun (dinakaraké udaya jaisé 
timira-toma phatata)’. 

[Just as the darkness of the night disappears automatically when the sun 
appears in the sky so do all the spiritual tormentors disappear as soon as Lord Ram’s 
holy Name is remembered and invoked. ] (2). 


Abandoning Lord Sri Ram's holy Name and relying on Joga (Yoga; meditation and 
concentration), Jaga (Yagya; fire and other religious sacrifices), Japa (chanting of 
the Lord's various Mantras), Biraga (Vairagya; renunciation), Tapa (austerities, 
penances), and Sutiratha (pilgrimage) to attain freedom from one’s spiritual 
sufferings is akin to trying to tame a wild elephant by using a rope made from 
particles of sand (bārridhabēkē bhava-gayanda rēnukī raju batata)*. 

[To wit, just as it is impossible to tie an elephant with a rope made of sand 
particles, so it is also impossible to find spiritual peace and deliverance from the 
world by employing any one or all of the methods outlined here, without relying 
solely on the potent powers of Lord Sri Ram's holy Name. For in all sooth, Lord 
Ram’s holy Name is the only panacea that can give all the benefits one expects from 
all these listed exercises, but without having to undergo their hardships and 
uncertainties. | (3). 


Leaving aside the beautiful and priceless gem called *sura-mani", also known as the 
*Chintamani"? (a gem belonging to the Gods which is said to remove all sorts of 
worries) that is symbolised by the sweet and holy Name of the Lord (parihari sura- 
mani sunama), you look covetously and greedily elsewhere, tempted by the charms 
of the seeds of the worthless ‘gunja’ (seeds of a shrub called abrus presotorius) which 
represent the pleasures of the sensual objects of the world (gurija lakhi latata). 

I, Tulsidas, have decided to sternly warn and admonish you (tulasi tohim 
hatata) when I observe your foolishness and your meanness in the way you are 
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tempted by such worthless things as the attractions of the gross perishable world and 
waste your time in thinking and talking about them at the cost of the priceless jewel 
symbolised by Lord Ram's holy Name which you seem to have abandoned (lalaca 
laghu tero lakhi) (4). 


["Chintamani is a miracle gem that removes all worries.] 


(130) 


RTA NTH, NTH. TH, RA NTH, wid | 

Arey vied eld, pA- BIT |N 
vg d Ae Pa Wet, gg So IT| 
enè wf AH TE Ta Ya Till 
ele, PNA, 4, Es wah xp qudi 
aaa wy ai det cud 13 1 
wert faq fife dod float at aud 
femp ww aot faye AAT UTI 141 | 
aa ut ode gau fe ao 

gat fed was-Ry gefmg-du sro |151| 


(130) 


rama rama, rama rama, rama rama, japata. 
mangala-muda udita hota, kali-mala-chala chapata. 1. 
kahu ke lahé phala rasala, babura bija bapata. 

harahi jani janama jaya gala güla gapata. 2. 

kala, karama, guna, subha'u sabake sisa tapata. 
rama-nama-mahima ki caraca calé capata. 3. 
sadhana binu sid'dhi sakala bikala loga lapata. 
kalijuga bara banija bipula nama-nagara khapata. 4. 
nama som pratiti-priti hrdaya suthira thapata. 

pavana kiye ravana-ripu tulasihu-se apata. 5. 


Verse no. 130—[Continuing his advice to the Tongue, Tulsidas says—] By constantly 
remembering and repeating (or chanting— "japata") Lord Sri Ram's holy Name 
"rama rama, rama rama, rama rama", all sorts of goodnesses, auspiciousness, 
welfare, happiness and joy arise and become ascendant (mangala-muda udita hota), 
while sins, evils, deceit, crookedness and other faults and defects of Kaliyug go into 
hiding or become obscure (kali-mala-chala chapata)! (1). 

[ Refer also to verse no. 129.] 


Has anyone ever got the Mango fruit by sowing seeds of the Babul tree (the acacia 
plant) (kahu ke lahe phala rasala, babura bija bapata)? 

Hence, don't waste your rare-to-obtain human birth by futile chatter, heresy, 
tattle, gossip and boastful talk (harahi jani janama jaya gala gula gapata). 
[Because such activites only go to waste your precious time and breath, and give no 


175 


positive results that could do good to you. Therefore, you will be well advised if you 
abandon all this, and instead use your tongue and time and breath in invoking the 
Lord's grace and remembering his holy Name as this exercise would certainly provide 
you with auspiciousness and all round welfare.] (2). 


The negative effects (i.e. the many sort of agitations, problems, torments, sufferings 
etc.) associated with ‘Kaal’ (death; time; circumstances), ‘Karma’ (deeds), ‘Guna’ 
(qualities, character traits) and ‘Swabhaava’ (temperament, natural inclinations, habit, 
inherent tendencies) are constantly tormenting all the creatures as if it were some 
fever burning in the head (kala, karama, guna, subha'u sabake sisa tapata). [To 
wit, everyone is suffering due to their evil effects just like one suffers when he has 
high fever.] 

In this situation, Lord Ram's holy Name and stories of his glories act like a 
soothing balm, for as soon as they are invoked the various agitations and restlessness 
subside, and the creature finds rest and peace (rama-nama-mahima ki caraca cale 
capata}. 

[ When a person is suffering from high fever and has a severe headache, a 
cool pad or a block of ice is applied on his forehead to bring down the fever and give 
relief from the headache. This is in addition to the medicines given to him. Likewise, 
when a creature is suffering from so much horrors created by Kaliyug, and is not 
finding any relief inspite of practicing so many methods prescribed by the scriptures, 
the easiest and the best way for him is to repeat the holy Name of Lord Ram as it 
would instantly give him peace and rest. 

Therefore, it is wise and recommended that one should repeat Lord Ram's 
holy Name and remember the Lord's glories in order to neutralise the spiritual 
torments from which the creature suffers. Just like a person takes a medicine as well 
as applies a cold pad on his forehead to get quick refief from the sufferings caused by 
high fever, a creature would find peace and bliss when he remembers Lord Ram and 
his holy Name in addition to following other methods prescribed by the scriptures.] 


(3). 


The people are eager to obtain all ‘Siddhis’ (achievements, successes, special powers, 
endowments) without having any proper means or wherewithal to do so—how is this 
possible (sadhana binu sid'dhi sakala bikala loga lapata)? 

The hoard of bad merchandise accumulated by Kaliyug are all consumed in 
the city of Lord Sri Ram's Name (kalijuga bara banija bipula nama-nagara 
khapata). 

[To wit, the treasure of sins hoarded by Kaliyug are like a trader’s stock of bad 
merchandise that he wishes to sell off at the earliest because they would go down in 
price the longer they are left to rot in his godown. Lord Ram’s holy Name is like the 
city where all such things are consumed at the earliest by the potential powers and 
effects of Lord Sri Ram's holy Name.] (4). 


The heart becomes fully satisfied, blissful and stable by having faith, belief, devotion, 
reverence and love for Lord Sri Ram's holy Name (nama som pratiti-priti hrdaya 
suthira thapata). 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, Lord Sri Ram's holy Name is so powerful and 
purifying that it gave peace and deliverance to even a ferocious enemy of the world, 
the cruel, sinful and vile demon named Ravana, the demon king of Lanka (pavana 
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kiye ravana-ripu), as well as to the most humble, poor, fallen and lowly person such 
as Tulsidas (tulasihu-sē apata}. 

[ The main idea here is that Lord Ram's holy Name benefits all the creatures 
irrespective of who they are. Even the most sinful, vile and fallen can get the same 
spiritual reward by invoking Lord Ram's holy Name as is granted to those who are 
better and more righteous. It is like the case of a medicine taken for fever: the correct 
medicine would cure the disease irrespective of who takes it, of what gender, age, 
temperament, social standing etc. he or she is, and on whose given this advice. 

Ravana was a very wicked and cruel demon. But even he got liberation and 
deliverance for himself by remembering Lord Ram constantly, albeit he did so out of 
fear for his life and treating Lord Ram as his arch enemy. 

Another example is of Tulsidas—for he says that he is among the most 
humble and ordinary people in the world, but by the grace of Lord Ram and the 
Lord's holy Name he too has found his peace and happiness.] (5). 


(131) 
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(131) 


pavana prema rama-carana-kamala janama lahu parama. 
ramanama leta hota, sulabha sakala dharama. 1. 

joga, makha, bibeka, birati, beda-bidita karama. 

karibe kaham katu kathora, sunata madhura, narama. 2. 
tulasi suni, jani-bujhi, bhülahi jani bharama. 

tehi prabhuko hohi, jahi saba hi ki sarama. 3. 


Verse no. 131—The supreme or the best fruit and the spiritual reward that can be 
obtained for being born as a human being in this life is to have selfless, sincere, 
naturally pure and deceitless love, affection and devotion in the lotus-like holy feet of 
Lord Sri Ram (pavana prema rama-carana-kamala janama lahu parama). 

Similarly, all the fruits obtainable by adhering to ‘Dharma’ (i.e. leading a 
taintless life of scrupulousness in accordance with the principles of righteousness, 
auspiciousness, probity, propriety, ethics, morality, noble thought and conduct) are 
accessible instantly by uttering Lord Sri Ram's holy Name (ramanama leta hota, 
sulabha sakala dharama) (1). 


The Vedas (the primary and ancient scriptures) have prescribed many paths such as 
meditation, rituals, elaborate sacrifices, wisdom, acquisition of knowledge 


177 


discrimination and renunciation etc. (joga, makha, bibeka, birati, beda-bidita 
karama) which are all pleasant to hear about and potentially beneficial as well 
(sunata madhura, narama), but the problem is that they are most difficult to 
practice and are also ridden with or interrupted by many hurdles and obstacles that 
make their implementation hazardous and almost impossible (karibē kaham’ katu 
kathora)'. 

['To wit, it is easy to talk about and preach of the many spiritual paths, 
philosophies and doctrines detailed in the Vedas and other scriptures, but to put them 
into practice is like a nightmare and well nigh impossible. So, the solution, and the 
easiest one at that, is to have devotion for Lord Ram and the Lord’s holy feet, as well 
to remember the Lord and invoke his holy Name.] (2). 


Therefore, oh Tulsidas, don't be lost in the maze created by this illusion (regarding the 
attainment of your spiritual goal by trying to follow or hopping between the countless 
options mentioned herein above that are like the shimmering mirage in the desert) 
because they would cause distraction for you and divert you from your true goal in 
life (tulasi suni, jani-büjhi, bhülahi jani bharama). 

Be wise and become an ardent devotee of the Lord who cares for all (tehi 
prabhukē hohi, jāhi saba hi ki sarama)’. 

[To wit, do not be misled that these paths prescribed by the Vedas will give 
you salvation or liberate you from the vicious cycle of birth and death—you'll land in 
a quagmire of doing formal rituals and countless exercises that will lead you nowhere. 
Hence, you will be best advised to adopt the easy, simple, infallible and time-tested 
path of chanting Lord Sri Ram's holy Name, and having devotion and love for the 
Lord.] (3). 
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(144) 


so dhaum ko jo nama-laja tem, nahim rakhyo raghubira. 
karunika binu karana hi hari hari sakala bhava-bhira. 1. 
béda-bidita, jaga-bidita ajamila biprabandhu agha-dhama. 
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ghora jamalaya jata nivaryo suta-hita sumirata nama. 2. 

pasu pamara abhimana-sindhu gaja grasyo a'i jaba graha. 
sumirata sakrta sapadi aye prabhu, haryo dusaha ura-daha. 3. 
byadha, nisada, gidha, ganikadika, aganita auguna-müla. 
nama-otatem rama sabaniki düri kari saba süla. 4. 

kehi acarana ghati haum tinatem, raghukula-bhüsana bhüpa. 
sidata tulasidasa nisibasara paryo bhima tama-küpa. 5. 


Verse no. 144—Oh Lord Raghubira (Sri Ram)! Who is there whom you have not 
given refuge and shelter (i.e. promise of protection and safety) for the sake of 
maintaining the sanctity, the good fame and the wonderful mystical powers (that frees 
the creature from all his worries and torments) that are inherent in and characteristic 
of your holy Name (so dhaum ko jo nama-laja tem, nahim rakhyo)? 

Oh Hari (Ram)! You show mercy and kindness selflessly upon a creature, and 
remove the fear arising from this world (consisting of an endless cycle of birth and 
death and their incumbent horrors) even without having any specific or urgent cause 
or reason for doing so (karunīka binu kārana hi hari hari sakala bhava-bhira)’. 

[ To wit, it is the Lord's nature and habit to provide solace and succour to all 
those who take refuge with him and seek shelter under the protective shade of the 
Lord's holy Name. The selflesly gracious and benevolent Lord helps all to overcome 
the fear of this world of transmigration by being merciful and kind towards all of 
them in a universal way, and without distinction of any kind. The Lord shows his 
grace selflessly, without expecting any thanks from anybody, without any obligations 
of any kind whatever. Verily and in all sooth, the Lord is a selfless benefactor for all 
living beings.] (1). 


It is well-known in the Vedas as well as the world (beda-bidita, jaga-bidita) that a 
person named Ajamil of the Brahmin race (ajamila biprabandhu) was an 
embodiment of great sins and vices, and he had countless faults in him (agha- 
dhama). 

At the time of his death, literally at the time of his departure for Yam's Loka 
where the suffering is hellish (ghora jamalaya jata), he had called out your name 
*Narain' (or Narayan), though it was ostensible for the purpose of calling his son with 
a similar name. But since he had called your name (Narayan), you had intervened and 
stopped him from going to hell and suffering there (nivaryo suta-hita sumirata 
nama). (2). 


Similarly, when the Crocodile (graha) had caught hold of the feet of the king of 
Elephants (known as ‘Gaja’) who was an ocean of (ie. full of) haughtiness and 
vanity, and was a sinful and lowly animal (pasu pamara abhimana-sindhu gaja), 
and when the Crocodile was ready to drag him into the water to devour him (grasyo 
ā'i jaba)—at that time oh Lord, as soon as the panicky Elephant did one good thing 
which was to remember you and seek your protection (sumirata sakrta), you had 
rushed forward barefoot instantly (sapadi aye prabhu) to protect and liberate him 
from the clutches of his tormentor. You had thus removed the Elephant's intolerable 
agonies and had given him liberation from the horrors of certain death in the jaws of 
the Crocodile that was about to kill him (haryo dusaha ura-daha). (3). 
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The cruel hunter and bandit (1.e. Valmiki), Nishad (the boatman), the vulture (Jatau), 
Ganika (the prostitute named Pingala) and other numerous living beings (byadha, 
nisada, gidha, ganikadika, aganita) who were all virtual treasuries of sins and 
vices and misdeeds (aganita auguna-müla)—Oh Lord Ram, they were all freed 
from the fear, the agony and the suffering caused by their sins by the grace of your 
holy Name RAAM which acted like a strong shield to protect them from their 
torments and misfortunes (nama-otater rama sabanikī dūri kari saba sila)’. 

[To wit, Lord Ram’s holy Name gave freedom to all these sinners who would 
otherwise have had to suffer hugely due to their sinful lives. All of them became 
easily eligible for liberation and deliverance by uttering the holy Name of Lord Ram 
though they were highly sinful and evil otherwise. The Lord’s holy Name acted like a 
shield around them, affording them protection from the scourging effects of their 
sinful lives.] (4). 


Oh the Lord who is like an ornament (jewel) of King Raghu's family of Ayodhya, and 
is the most exalted Lord of all (raghukula-bhüsana bhüpa)! How am I a lesser evil 
and a less sinful person than any of them (i.e. the persons cited by me herein above in 
this verse) in any way (with respect to any of my deeds and behaviour) (kehi acarana 
ghati haum tinatem)? 

Inspite of that, I, Tulsidas, am suffering night and day in the fierce, dark and 
fearful well of ignorance in which I have fallen (sidata tulasidasa nisibasara paryo 
bhima tama-küpa)! 

['Oh Lord! If you could save those creatures whom I have mentioned above, I beg 
you to save me also and mitigate my sorrows and troubles like you did for them. I am 
no less a sinner than any of them, and if it is your wont and famed reputation that you 
are committed to save even those who are the worst affected and hopeless cases, those 
who are great sinners and evil persons, than why do you not pay attention to me 
because I am no better than any of them. If these sinners were eligible for receiving a 
special treatment from you, then I too fit the bill perfectly. You cannot therefore deny 
me my right of having your grace and mercy.] (5). 


(145) 


aug! vmi aa gar afe 4 wad PÈ | 

wg Oe ga yore sed dé fren we welt 
Ta, Vets, Tigga, Hf, wee Ryda] Ace | 

vad, de-wu-fqeet, farra, ofS at aed cal Fear | |2 11 
Ā Gel eg Ta Um so KR aM gardi | 
word, fade, RTI, art vet, Ù waa PR eundi 
dā Ru cwm afta rae, oe wR Reng | 
Ae cork mR-aR- K wee wa deg 1141! 
wu-Xmr-es-«rn-«s gi, xf woe ufa sm 
fay PRTPI erg wer qu, WAT wae Yorealt | 15 | | 

IR ware, ari, aera, fox, «ur fea Té | 

sm wi, er fqufd-framo, AAARP OFT Tel | 16 || 
geal weft ura, qs get, sik 1 ow Gel 
aot wufd—dig «mw, wat Yat ash sm NUI 


180 


(145) 


krpasindhu! jana dina duvare dadi na pavata kahe. 

jaba jaham tumahim pukarata arata, taham tinhake dukha dahé. 1. 
gaja, prahalada, pandusuta, kapi, sabako ripu-sankata metyo. 

pranata, bandhu-bhaya-bikala, bibhisana, uthi so bharata jyorn bhetyo. 2. 
maim tumharo lē'i nama grama ika ura apane basavom. 

bhajana, bibeka, biraga, loga bhale, mairn krama-krama kari lyavorn. 3. 
suni risa bhare kutila kamadika, karahim jora bari'ā īm. 

tinhahim ujari nari-ari-dhana pura rakhahirn rama gusa'im. 4. 
sama-seva-chala-dana-danda haum, raci upaya paci haryo. 

binu karanako kalaha baro dukha, prabhusom pragati pukaryo. 5. 

sura svarathi, anisa, alayaka, nithura, daya cita nahim. 

ja'um kaham, ko bipati-nivaraka, bhavataraka jaga mahim. 6. 

tulasī jadapi poca, ta'u tumharo, aura na kahü kero. 

dijai bhagati-bamha baraka, jyOrn subasa basai aba khéro. 7. 


Verse no. 145—[Continuing with his pleas as made in the last stanza of the previous 
verse no. 144, Tulsidas asks Lord Ram—] 


Oh an Ocean of Mercy (krpasindhu)! I wonder why this humble follower of yours 
(i.e. Tulsidas) is not getting any help and succour at your doorstep (i.e. from you) 
(jana dina duvare dadi na pavata kahe). 

When and wherever (jaba jaham), those who were distressed, distraught, 
miserable and sorrowful had called out to you and pleaded for your mercy and grace 
(tumahim pukarata arata), you had responded positively and instantly by removing 
their agonies and torments right there (tahan? tinhake dukha dāhē). [But alas, you 
seem not to listen to my pleadings. Lord, why is it so?] (1). 


You had removed all the sufferings and torments inflicted upon Prahalad, Gajraj (the 
king of elephants), the Pandavas, Sugriv etc. by their respective enemies (gaja, 
prahalada, pandusuta, kapi, sabako ripu-sankata metyo). 

When Vibhishan'—who was extremely terrified and agitated due to fear from 
his elder brother Ravana (the demon king of Lanka) (bandhu-bhaya-bikala, 
bibhisana)—had come to seek refuge and protection from you by surrendering before 
you and had prostrated before you (pranata), you had met him immediately, lifting 
him up and affectionately embracing him as if he were your own younger brother 
Bharat (uthi so bharata jyom bhétyo). [Say of Lord, then why are you not heeding 
me and my prayers? Why, am I worse than him? Why aren’t you showing at least the 
same sort of treatment to me, if not something more better? ] 

['Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana and a devout devotee of the 
Lord in the form of Sri Ram. He was like an oasis of devotion, faith and love in the 
desert of demons and their reckless misdemeanours and cruelties. He had advised 
Ravana that Sri Ram was no ordinary prince, and that Sita should be returned to Ram 
if Ravana wished to save Lanka and himself from total destruction. This advice 
annoyed Ravana who kicked Vibhishan and ordered him to leave his city. Vibhishan 
was very exasperated by his brother’s behaviour of insulting in in full court, and so in 
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consternation and indignation he decided to go and seek refuge with Lord Ram. The 
Lord not only warmly welcomed him in his camp but also anointed him as the next 
king of Lanka. The story of Vibhishan and his surrender to Lord Ram, and his 
subsequent anointment by the Lord as the next king of Lanka has been described in 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
38—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50. 

In the final battle with Ravana, it was he who had told the secret of Ravana's 
life and invincibility—the elixir of life cocooned in his navel. Sri Ram killed Ravana 
by shooting an arrorw, among others, at his navel and absorbing or drying up the 
nectar. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede 
Doha no. 102. 

But, Vibhishan got the eternal ignominy of being symbolic of betrayal and 
fratricide.] (2). 


By using the means of chanting your holy Name, and on the strength of it, I desire to 
establish a holy village in my heart (maim tumharo le'i nama grama ika ura 
apane basavom). 

In order to populate this village, I search here and there for good, auspicious 
noble and pious entities symbolised by the grand virtues such as that of worship, 
veneration, devotion, wisdom, descrimination, renunciation, detachment etc., and 
invite them one by one to gradually come in and reside in this village which I wish to 
establish in my heart in your Name (bhajana, bibeka, biraga, loga bhale, maim 
krama-krama kari lyavorn) (3). 


But hearing about this noble venture of mine, countless wicked forces symbolised by 
such negativities as desires, lust, anger, greed, avarice, attachments, infatuations, 
arrogance, pride, vanity, hypocrisy, jealousy, envy and other such wicked ones 
become annoyed (suni risa bhare kutila kamadika); they don't like me cleansing 
my innerself (for they fear for their own habitat, and wonder what would happen to 
them if I allow good virtues to take a firm root in my heart as well as in my mind). So, 
they have all teamed together to throw a spanner in the wheel and disrupt everything 
for me. 

These naughty fellows are interfering in my efforts and creating a lot of 
mischief and nuisance for me by forcefully trying to eject any good inhabitants (i.e. 
good characters, virtues, habits, temperaments and traits) that I manage to somehow 
bring into the noble village I intend to establish inside my heart (karahim jūra 
bari'ā īm). 

Oh my dear Lord Ram (rāma gusa'im), in place of the good things with 
which I try to fill my heart, these rascals bring in vile and evil ones such as wicked 
women, enemies, wealth and other such vices, and make them take up residence in 
my symbolic village (i.e. in my heart) (tinhahim ujāri nari-ari-dhana pura 
rakhahim)?. 

[ Tulsidas here says that after realising that his heart needs to be purified of all 
negativities and corruptions so that it can be turned into an abode of Lord Ram where 
abiding peace and eternal bliss can be experienced, he is trying his best to inculcate 
good habits, noble virtues and ideal characters in him. But despite his best efforts 
there are some strong negative forces that dampen his spirits as they do not like his 
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cleansing efforts. Whatever good virtues and characters Tulsidas tries to establish in 
his heart, the negative forces listed herein above neutralise his endeavours. 

For instance, suppose he tries to develop dispassion in his heart, then 
immediately the passions that are naturally but latently present inside him raise their 
hoods in his mind and heart, and he once again begins to lust for the pleasures and 
comforts of the sense objects of the world and begins to yield to the temptation to 
gratify his sense organs. If he takes two steps forward towards righteousness with 
great effort, he is pulled back more than two steps by the evil forces. So in this 
scenario, the poor creature sees no hope except from Lord Ram. 

Refer also to verse no. 147, stanza no. 2 herein below.] (4). 


I have become tired and weary of adopting various dignified means or methods to 
achieve my noble objectives, such as practicing the principles of sama (treating all 
alike with courtesy and sweetness), Seva (selfless service), chala (being clever, 
prudent and practical in my dealings with others to ensure that my objective is not 
compromised), dana (giving charities, alms and donations to accumulate religious 
merit), and danda (using force if someone tries to disturb me and spoil my efforts). 

Despite all my efforts, I have failed to fulfil my objectives (of getting rid of 
evil characters from my heart, and instead establish good virtues in my inner-self) 
(raci upaya paci haryo). This seems to be an endless and futile battle for nothing; it 
is an endless quarrel between the good and the bad for no rhyme or reason, and which 
has sapped me of my energy, causing unnecessary tension for me, and has drained me 
of my will-power to fight a protracted battle with evil forces that are beyond my 
abilities to win (binu karanako kalaha baro dukha). 

So that is why, distraught, frustrated and flabbergasted, I have at last decided 
to openly plead my case before you, and have therefore petitioned you today, because 
I am unable to cope with this agitation and tension in my heart any longer 


(prabhusom pragati pukaryo) (5). 


[Tell me oh Lord, before whom else could I have narrated my sorrows, miseries and 
agonies except your Lordship, because—] The Gods are egoist and selfish (sura 
svārathī); they lack necessary power and are unable to offer any help to me (anīsa). 
They are also not competent to tackle this grave issue (alayaka), and are too hard- 
hearted, arrogant and stubborn to have any empathy or sympathy for me (nithura). 
Their mind does not have mercy (because they are ‘selfish’ and ‘egoist’, and would 
help only those who are destined to succeed even on their own) (dayā cita nahirn). 

In this situation, pray tell me, where can I go (other than seeking refuge at 
your holy feet) (ja'um’ kaham)? Who else except you can remove the countless 
troubles, tribulation and miseries that have swamped me from all sides (for I don't 
expect any help from any of the gods) (ko bipati-nivaraka)? Who can take me across 
this ocean of mundane world of transmigration (with its huge waves and fast 
whirlpools of countless problems and unsurmountable troubles) (bhavataraka jaga 
mahim) (6). 

[Tulsidas basically says that in this world everyone is driven by self-interest, 
and the gods are no exception to this rule. The gods need appeasement and offerings 
in return of extending favours and boons. It is only Lord Ram who is a selfless friend 
and benefactor for the creature, no matter how lowly and humble the latter may be. 
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Refer also to (1) verse no. 163, stanza no. 2 of the book Vinai Patrika; and (11) 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 110; Uttar 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 47.] 


[Therefore, with this solid conviction, this saint says—] Oh Lord, though Tulsidas is 
wretched, humble and poor and a good-for-nothing fellow (tulasī jadapi poca), but 
still, after all, he is yours (“ta'u tumharo"—i.e. your devotee, dependant and 
follower), and he does not belong to anyone else (for he has you as his only Lord and 
Master) (aura na kahü kero). 

[To wit, Tulsidas knows of only ‘one Lord’, and he is ‘you’, oh Lord Ram. 
Tulsidas is absolutely, unequivocally, irrefutably and unflinchingly loyal to you, and 
only you, oh Lord Ram. He is devoted to no one else except you.] 

Considering this fact that this fellow Tulsidas is one of your ‘own’ (i.e. he is your 
very own devotee and humble follower), please be kind and gracious enough to lend 
him the protection and strength of your arms (dijai bhagati-bamha bāraka) so that 
this village that he tries to establish in his heart in your name can be rehabilitated 
(jyom subasa basai aba khero). 

[To wit, bless Tulsidas that by the strength of your devotion, worship and 
affection, good virtues would prosper in his inner-self, and all the vices and evils 
would be eliminated.] (7). 
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jo pai cērā'ī ramaki karatē na lajato. 

tau tü dama kudama jyorn kara-kara na bikato. 1. 
japata jiha raghunathako nama nahim alasato. 
bajigarake suma jyom khala kheha na khato. 2. 

jau tu mana! méré kahé rama-nama kamato. 
sitapati sanamukha sukhi saba thamva samato. 3. 
rama sohate tohim jau tu sabahim sohato. 

kala karama kula karani ko'ü na kohato. 4. 
rama-nama anuragahi jiya jo rati'ato. 
svaratha-paramaratha-pathi tohim saba pati'ato. 5. 
sē'i sadhu suni samujhi kai para-pira pirato. 

janama kotiko kamdalo hada-hrdaya thirato. 6. 
bhava-maga agama ananta hai, binu $ramahi sirato. 
mahima ulate namaki muni kiyo kirato. 7. 
amara-agama tanu pa'i so jara jaya na jato. 

hoto mangala-mula tu, anuküla bidhato. 8. 

jo mana, priti-pratitisom rama-namahim rato. 

tulasi ramaprasadasom tihumtapa na tato/nasato. 9. 


Verse no. 151—[Symbolising admonishing himself and his mind on behalf of all 
creatures, Tulsidas laments—] ‘Alas, oh Tulsidas! If (jO) you had not felt ashamed at 
calling yourself a servant (i.e. a faithful and devoted follower) of Lord Sri Ram (jO 
pai cērā'ī rāmakī karato na lajato), you would not have been sold at a discounted 
value from hand to hand inspite of inherently being of a high value (tau tü dama 
kudāma jyorm kara-kara na bikātē)'. 

[ To wit, inspite of your true self being the same ‘consciousness’ that is known 
as the Parmatma, you have forgotten who you actually are; you have been ignorant of 
the nature of your true and divine self, of your divine origin. And as a result of this 
ignorance and lack of wisdom, you wander in this world as if you were of low birth 
and surrounded by misfortunes and miseries, one who is always in some want like a 
lowly person or a hungry beggar who goes from one door to another just to feed his 
stomach, and is never contented no matter how much he gets. You were born as a 
Brahmin, and there was no reason why you should have come to such a pitiable 
condition if you had shown even a trace of spiritual wisdom that is expected from a 
learned Brahmin. 

Oh you fool! You have been wondering from one birth to another and 
suffering the consequences because of your lack of awareness about your exalted 
origin and true nature. You behave like an ordinary creature who is always miserable 
and wretched though you are so high of pedigree and of noble birth because you are 
lucky to have a close kinship with the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram. You 
have forgotten that you are an image of the supreme Consciousness known as the 
Parmatma—and this simple error on your part has been the cause of all your miseries 
and troubles. 

In short, the cause of all your worldly problems is that you have distanced 
yourself from Lord Ram and have forgotten that you have a close relationship with 
the Lord of the world, and that it being the case there is no reason why you should 
roam about in such dire straits of wants and miseries. Instead of shying away from 
calling yourself a devotee, a follower and servant of the Lord, you should have been 
proud of proclaiming about your relationship with the Lord, for then there would have 
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been no misery and grief for you. But you are so stupid that you chose to do 
otherwise. 

This verse invokes the eclectic philosophy of the Upanishads that the true 
identity of a creature is his Atma, which is known as the soul and is pure 
consciousness personified. Further, this individual's Atma is a microcosmic form of 
the cosmic Atma known as the Parmatma, or the Supreme and Transcendental Atma 
which is also known as the Cosmic Consciousness. 

The individual creature's Atma is the ‘you’ here, i.e. it is the enlightened 
individual who realises this truth who is being addressed in this verse. This Atma is 
priceless and the most valuable aspect of any living being because it is a micro-form 
of the Supreme Being. But out of ignorance and worldly delusions, a person forgets 
the exalted and divine nature of his ‘true self’, but suffers from miseries and grief 
because he erroneously begins to treat his gross physical body as his identity. This is 
what Tulsidas essentially refers to and means here in this verse.] (1). 


If your tongue had not been lazy and got tired of chanting, repeating and reciting Lord 
Sri Ram's holy Name (japata jiha raghunathako nama nahim alasato), then you 
would not come to such a miserable state that you would have to fill your mouth with 
dust (symbolising hunger, wants, miseries, sorrows and lowliness in this world) like 
the way a road side ‘bajigara’ (a country conjurer, a traditional Tantrik, a maverick 
player, a country magician who roams around hosting roadside shows to feed his 
stomach) who fills or stuffs the mouth of his ‘suma’ (a wooden toy resembling a 
man) with indignation if the spectators watching his show fail to give him some 
money at the end of the show (bajigarake süma jyOm khala khéha na khātē)”. 

[The country magician keeps a tiny wooden toy resembling a man in his bag. 
If he fails to sufficiently motivate the spectators of his show to give him some money 
at the end of his roadside performance, he would stick this toy in the ground and pick 
up some dust from the ground and stuff it in the toy’s mouth to symbolise how he 
would feed himself if he doesn’t get enough money. Then he goes around the crowd 
with a bowl begging for donations, and curses all those who don’t give him some 
money while blessing others who do. 

Tulsidas cites this example to say that if a devotee has faith in Lord Ram and 
chants the Lord's holy Name, there is no reason why he won't get sufficient food to 
fill his stomach, and would have to survive on leftovers got by begging from door to 
door like a wretched beggar and vagabond. 

It also means that if a devotee takes the shelter of Lord Ram and relies on the 
power of the Lord’s holy Name, there is no reason why he would have to live a 
miserable life full of pain and grief and wants which is symbolised by his mouth 
being stuffed with dust instead of having some good food to eat. 

The ‘mouth being stuffed with dust’ is an idom indicating insult and 
humiliation at the hand of others. So, a person would surely invite scorn and ridicule 
from the world at some point of time in his life if he spends his entire time talking of 
mundane affairs of the world. In the final run this behaviour would never give him 
much honour and peace. 

It also means wasting precious time in worthless gossip and useless talk 
instead of using the tongue in repeating the holy Name of the Lord which would have 
a positive implication for the spiritual well-being of the creature.] (2). 


Oh my Mana (mind)! If you had listened to my advice and had earned the spiritual 
wealth symbolised by the jewel known as Lord Sri Ram's holy Name (jau tü mana! 
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mere kahe rama-nama kamato), you would have not only come close to Lord 
Sitapati (Lord Ram, the husband of Sita) and feel blessed, happy and joyful thereby, 
but you would also have got respect and acclaim everywhere in this world. In all 
sooth, you would have been able to attend to the well-being of your present existence 
in this life as well as would have secured an excellent future for yourself (sitapati 
sanamukha sukhi saba thamiva samato) (3). 


If Lord Sri Ram had appeared pleasing, attractive and charming to you, i.e. if his 
Holiness had appealed to your mind and heart; if you had been affectionate towards 
the Lord and had loved him (rama sohate tohim jau), then you would also have 
been liked by everybody else in this life (tū sabahim sohato). 

Kaal (time, circumstances), Karma (the deeds done by you) and Kula (your 
kith and kin)—the factors that motivate or inspire a man to behave the way he does, 
or which control all his emotions and sentiments in his life (kala karama kula 
karani)—none would have been opposed to you; not one of them would have been 
antagonised with you, and so you need not have bothered about them (ko'u na 
kohato). Rather, all would have been on friendly terms with you, all would have been 
favourably inclined towards you, and would have helped you in anyway you would 
have liked them to”. 

[Tulsidas says that if a person begins to have devotion and love for the Lord 
God, in this case Lord Ram, then even his most staunch opponents begin to show 
friendliness to him as all fear that by offending the devotee of the Lord they would 
invite the Lord’s wrath. These three factors, viz. ‘Kaal’, ‘Karma’ and ‘Kula’, tie a 
person in a firm bond from which he finds himself almost impossible to break free 
while he is still alive in this world. He has to conform to the demands of the 
circumstances of life that surround him; he has to obey the law of deeds that states 
that a person is to bear the consequences of whatever he does, whether it is good or 
bad, and all his kith and kin in this world expect him to fulfil his obligations towards 
them, take care of their worldly needs such as provide them with food, shelter, 
clothing etc. If the person fails to oblige any one or all of these three entities, they 
wreak vengeance upon him. None of them has any mercy upon the poor creature. 

But if the same person has taken shelter with Lord Ram and gets the Lord’s 
protection, these three entities are affright of offending him as they now realise that he 
has the protection of the Lord Emperor of this world, and is not servile to any one of 
them. On the contrary, they go out of their way to please the Lord’s devotee in the 
hope that the Lord would be pleased with them. ] (4). 


If you had had love and devotion for the holy Name of Lord Sri Ram, if you had been 
sincere in your heart in having devotion for the Lord and had true love for the Lord in 
it (rama-nama anuragahi jiya jo rati'ato), then those who are selfish and exploit 
you for their own vested interests as well as those who are selfless and are interested 
in your welfare would have had been friendly with you (svaratha-paramaratha- 
pathi tēhirn saba pati'ato)". 

[To wit, oh my mind, if you had had devotion for Lord Ram and had loved 
his holy Name, then both your worldly interests as well as your spiritual well-being 
would have been taken care of. You would have been happy in this materialistic 
world even though you were surrounded by vested interests who are very selfish, and 
at the same time you would have befriended some noble souls who would have 
advised you selflessly about your spiritual good and helped you attain success in your 
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spiritual quest. In the former case, you would have done your duties towards your kith 
and kin in a dispassionate manner, with your mind remaining firmly rooted in the 
memory or the thoughts of the Lord. This attitude would have bestowed internal 
calmness and happiness to you. 

At the same time as serving the world and carrying out the duties assigned to 
you and living unto your responsibilities that you are expected to fulfil, you would 
also have been motivated to search out and spend some quality time with saints and 
holy men who loved the Lord, and in their company you would have found more 
internal peace and joy, thus compounding your sense of happiness and feeling of 
blessedness that you already had by being non-attached to your deeds and relations in 
this world earlier. 

So, if you had loved Lord Ram and had had devotion for him then even while 
serving the world and surrounded by selfish interests, it would have been possible for 
you to remain detached from all worldly bondages, to remain aloof from all things 
mundane and entangling for the spirit, and thereby remain in a state of perpetual joy 
and happiness. This blissful state of transcendental existence would elude you, it 
would not be available to you if you have distanced yourself from the Lord.] (5). 


If you had served saintly and pious people, and had felt pity and sorry on hearing the 
miseries of others (se'i sadhu suni samujhi kai para-pira pirato), then the scum 
which has collected over millions of births in your pond-like heart would have settled 
at the bottom, and your heart would have become pure (janama kotiko kamidalo 
hada-hrdaya thiratoy. 

[To wit then, your innerself would have been purified and filled with the 
distilled water of spiritualism, a water symbolising purity of devotion and affection 
for the Lord.] (6). 


The passage through this mundane, gross and mortal world of transmigration is 
infinitely difficult, long and tedious (bhava-maga agama ananta hai), but you 
would have easily covered that same path, you would have happily finished your 
journey in life had you chanted the holy Name of the Lord (binu Sramahi sirato)°. 

When Sri Ram's Name is so potent and effective that by repeating it in the 
reverse, the savage Valmiki had turned into a renowned sage, what then would not 
have been possible for you by chanting and repeating it straight (mahima ulate 
namaki muni kiyē kirato)/? 

[To wit, those who do not take the shelter of Lord Ram’s holy Name have 
nothing to protect them and give them shade in their journey through the harsh path of 
life. Such travellers have to cope with the scorch of the heat and all sorts of problems 
symbolised by the countless torments and tribulations and travails associated with life 
in this mortal and mundane world. Obviously, this person feels exhausted and weary 
half way through the journey, and his path through life seems to be an ordeal for him. 

On the other hand, those who have taken the shelter of Lord Ram's holy Name 
have comfort and joy while travelling on the same path like a person who is protected 
by an umbrella from being scorched by heat of the burning sun overhead during his 
journey, and a footwear to protect his legs from being lacerated and bled by the 
thorns, the roughness and the harshness of the path on which he treads. A devotee 
thus feels lucky that he had chosen to prepare well in advance before embarking upon 
the journey of life by seeking the shelter of Lord Ram and his holy Name which acts 
as a soothing balm for him. 
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"Valmiki was a hunter, and he was so sinful that when the celestial sages 
Sankadi advised him to repent for his sins and seek liberation for himself by repeating 
the holy Name “RAMA” of the Lord, he refused that it is not possible for him to do 
so. The sages were wise, and they advised Valmiki to repead the Lord's holy Name in 
the reverse order—viz. “MARA”. When repeated, the word “MARA” becomes 
similar to *RAMA". So, even without his being aware, Valmiki was repeating the 
Lord's holy Name. It had its good effect upon him, and he was able to overcome the 
evil effects of his past sins. The same wicked hunter now became an acclaimed and 
revered sage by the name of Valmiki, the sage who was visited by Lord Ram himself 
during his journey through the forest, and who was the first sage to have composed 
the great epic known as Ramayan which tells the divine story of Lord Ram. This 
incident is mentioned in Tulsidas' epic narration of this divine story in his book Ram 
Charit Manas, in its Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 19, and in 
another book titled ‘Geetawali’, in its Sundar Kand, verse no. 40, stanza no. 3. Refer 
also to verse no. 57, stanza no. 3 of *Vinai Patrika’. 

Tulsidas emphasises the power of Lord Ram's holy Name here. What he 
stresses is that if this name is so powerful and effective that it can turn a savage hunter 
into a holy man by being used in an very odd way because Valmiki had repeated it in 
the reverse order, which is like turning it upside down on its head and kind of 
showing disrespect to it, then one can imagine its marvellous purifying effects if it is 
used in the proper way, in the correct and prescribed fashion.] (7). 


Oh you stupid wretch of a fellow (jara)! You wouldn't have wasted this human body, 
which is even rare for the Gods to adopt, in futility and in vain if you had been wise 
enough to spend your valuable life in the service of Lord Ram, if you had developed 
devotion for the Lord, and if you had ensured for your spiritual welfare by repeating 
the holy Name of the Lord; but no, you didn't care for your own good and happiness 
(amara-agama tanu pā'i so jaya na jato)*. 

Had you done so, you would have been a root of welfare and auspiciousness, 
and the creator would have become favourable and benign towards you (but now 
unfortunately you find yourself wallowing in miseries and torments of all kinds) 
(hoto mangala-müla tu, anuküla bidhato). 

[The rarity of the human body and the need to use it properly has been 
repeatedly stressed in Vinai Patrika at a number of places. Some of the instances are 
verse nos. 83-84, 102, 130, 135/1, 194, 198-202 etc.] (8). 


Oh my Mana! If you had attached yourself to Lord Sri Ram's divine and holy Name 
with due love, devotion, faith and conviction (jo mana, priti-pratitisom rāma- 
namahim rato), then oh Tulsidas, you would never have burnt in the three 
tormenting fires known as ‘Traitaps’ that scorch all creatures in this world (tulasi 
ramaprasadasom tihumtapa na tato/nasato). [To wit, you would have been able 
to destroy all the causes that have resulted in so much pain and misery for you.]. 
[The three worldly torments are known as Adhyatmik, Adhibhautik and 
Adidaivik. Rarely a creature free from the sufferings inflicted by them.] (9). 


Raga Saranga 
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bisvāsa ēka rama-namako. 

manata nahim paratīti anata aiso'i subhava mana bamako. 1. 
padhibo paryo na chathi cha mata rigu jajura atharvana samako. 
brata tiratha tapa suni sahamata paci marai karai tana chama ko?. 2. 
karama-jala kalikala kathina adhina susadhita damako. 

gyana biraga joga japa tapa, bhaya lobha moha koha kamako. 3. 
saba dina saba layaka bhava gayaka raghunayaka guna-gramako. 
baithe nama-kamataru-tara dara kauna ghora ghana ghamako. 4. 

ko janai ko jaihe jamapura ko surapura para-dhamako. 

tulasihim bahuta bhalo lagata jaga jivana ramagulamako. 5. 


Verse no. 155—1 have only one belief, only one faith and only one reliance—and it is 
in the holy Name of Lord Ram (bisvasa eka rama-namako). [To wit, I believe in 
nothing else but Lord Ram's holy Name; I have no faith in anything else except Lord 
Ram's holy Name; I rely on nothing but Lord Ram's holy Name. I am unequivocal in 
my beliefs and convictions. It is my only religion, and it is the result of all my 
observations.] 

I declare that my Mana (mind and heart combine), which may be wretched, 
wicked, crooked and perverse, has howbeit made this firm resolution in this respect 
(as stated herein above), and it won't change its determination in any way for it 
doesn't have any confidence and reliance on any other entity for its good and welfare 
(except in the holy Name of the Lord) (manata nahim paratiti anata aiso'i 
subhava mana bamako). [To wit, though my Mana is otherwise dumb, fickle, 
wicked, evil, corrupt and pervert, but I praise it that it has taken one good and wise 
decision—and it is to firmly resolve that its only good and welfare lies in having faith 
in Lord Ram and his holy Name. I congratulate my Mana for it!] 


Study of the six Shastras (branches of the scriptures such as Nyaya, Vaishesik, 
Sankhya, Yoga, Mimansa, Vedant), and the four Vedas (primary scriptures) such as 
Rig, Yajur, Atharva and Sam is not destined in my destiny (i.e. I am not fortunate 
enough to have ever got a chance to read or study them) (padhibo paryo na chathi 
cha mata rigu jajura atharvana samako), and my Mana is filled with fear and 
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recoils when it even hears of such words as ‘fastings, penances, religious vows and 
rituals, austerities, pilgrimage’ etc. (brata tiratha tapa suni sahamata). 

Who would die (i.e. suffer) by going through the rigours of these tough 
spiritual paths for whatever religious merit they purport to have, and spoil one's body 
(i.e. subjecting the body to hardships) by practicing their strict discipline, following 
their rigourous methods, and conforming to their stiff demands (with the threat of 
punishment and sufferings for failure to do so) (paci marai karai tana chama ko)?! 

[To wit, I am so illiterate and dumb that neither have I studied any book nor 
have I practiced any meritorious deed in my life. In fact, I am scared stiff of even 
thinking of such virtuous deeds as doing penances, fasting, keeping of vows, doing 
religious rituals, and so on, what to say of actually doing them. 

I abhor them; I am too lazy to do them. I have observed that all these paths are 
so rigorous and difficult that if I follow them then I will lose all the chances of 
enjoying the comforts, pleasures and joys of the world that I am accustomed to. Then 
there is no certainty of success. So I decided not to take the trouble at all. 

I looked around and pondered on this matter for quite a while, and determined 
for myself that there is yet a very simple and easy path that I can follow, a path which 
would give me the same rewards or fruits that I can get by subjecting myself to the 
rigours and troubles that are incumbent in following the meritorious paths listed 
herein above. And this easy and the least troubling path was to have devotion and love 
for Lord Ram with a firm faith in the Lord's holy Name—as this single path provides 
great spiritual rewards in all its glorious forms with any accompanying hassles.] (2). 


In Kaliyug (the present age), doing meritorious deeds (such as Vedic rituals, fire and 
other religious sacrifices, giving charities and making donations, and other such 
meritorious deeds of religious nature) are like a complicated tangle as they are not 
only difficult to carry out with the limited resources one has but are also costly as they 
involve a lot of expenditure (karama-jāla kalikala kathina adhina susadhita 
damako). [Unfortunately, I do not have such kind of surplus money that I can afford 
to bear such huge expenditure. So therefore, I am unable to do any kind of so-called 
‘Karma Kand”.] 

Now as for the rest of the means and ways for attaining religious merit and 
spiritual reward—such as the path that requires Gyan (gaining truthful knowledge 
about spiritual matters), practicing of Vairagya (renunciation), of Yoga (meditation), 
of Japa (chanting of the Mantras), of Tapa (penances and austerities) etc. (gyana 
biraga jūga japa tapa)—there is the constant fear that the effort invested into 
realising success through these paths would be subjected to interference and 
disruption from such negative factors as Kaam (lust, desires, passions), Krodha (anger 
that leads to malice, discord and ill-will), Lobha (greed, avarice, covetousness), Moha 
(attachments, infatuation, a sense of belonging to perishable things) etc. (bhaya 
lēbha moha koha kamak6)’. 

[Tulsidas avers that the many well-known paths that are usually prescribed by 
the scriptures for spiritual aspirants and seekers of bliss, happiness, peace, liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation, salvation and so on as listed in this verse are closed for 
him. He neither has the money nor the wherewithal to arrange for things needed for 
doing elaborate fire sacrifices and make charities that are part of this ritual, not is he 
fit and able to do other meritorious deeds such as having Vairagya, doing Yoga, Tapa, 
Japa etc. 

Hence, for all practical purposes, these paths, no matter how glorious they 
may be, are closed for him.] (3). 
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Verily and in all sooth and without the least gainsay, in this mundane gross world of 
transmigration and its accompanying sufferings and pains, those who sing the divine 
stories and glories of Lord Sri Ram every day are the ones who are to be regarded as 
clever and wise in every possible way (saba dina saba layaka bhava gayaka 
raghunayaka guna-gramako). [To wit, those who sing the glories of the Lord, those 
who have surrendered themselves to the Lord and have faith in him, they are the ones 
who are really wise and clever in this world—because they achieve their spiritual 
goals with the least effort, they do so most easily and conveniently, without exposing 
themselves to any botherations and hardships, and without the fear of failure and 
uncertainties.] 

Those who are sitting under the shadow of the Kalpa-Tree (the all wish-fulling 
tree of heaven) symbolised by Lord Ram's holy Name (baithe nama-kamataru- 
tara)—say, how and why should they be afraid of the huge dark clouds swirling over 
their heads, or of the harshness and glare of the rays of the sun that sizzles the world 
around them (dara kauna ghora ghana ghamako)?? 

['Here, the ‘dark cloud’ represents the darkness induced by ignorance, 
delusions, sins, vices etc. that torment a creature and act as spoil-sport in his spiritual 
path, pulling him down, making him stumble and get hurt, and ruining whatever 
efforts he may have made to attain lasting peace and happiness for himself. 

The ‘harsh and dazzling sunlight’ refers to the countless charms and 
temptations arising from the material things and sense objects in this mundane gross 
world that seem so attractive but are ruinous for him in the long run. One sees water 
in the mirage formed in a desert under the glare the dazzling sun, and he is tempted to 
run for this water to quench his thirst. But this temptation leads to more misery as the 
heat of the desert saps the person of whatever energy he might have still left in him, 
bringing his ruin and death closer. 

But for those who have taken the ‘shelter’ of Lord Ram’s holy Name, it is like 
standing under the protective shade of a huge, ever-green, fruit bearing tree with thick 
foliage and an extensive network of large branches. Such a man is protected from 
harsh weather—be it the thunder and lightening caused by fierce clouds overhead, or 
the heat caused by the harsh sun. Verily, the devotee of Lord Ram is free from all 
fears arising from any torment of the world; the torments and sins keep away form 
him. ] (4). 


Who knows who would go to hell or to heaven, or attain the supreme abode of the 
soul from where there is no return (i.e. attain emancipation and salvation for 
themselves and become one with the supreme, absolute, formless cosmic Soul known 
as the Parmatma) (ko janai ko jaihe jamapura ko surapura para-dhamako)? 

Tulsidas says that as far as he is concerned he is not bothered with this debate, 
and would rather prefer to live in this world as a slave (i.e. an ardent, selfless, faithful 
and loyal devotee) of Lord Sri Ram, spending his time in ecstasy by serving, praying 
to, remembering, worshiping and honouring his beloved Lord, and singing his glories 
and praising him to the best of his abilities (tulasihim bahuta bhalo lagata jaga 
jivana ráamagulamako)*. 

(‘The message is clear. Tulsidas says that no one is certain what would happen 
after death, whether one would suffer by going to hell, or enjoy heaven, or even find 
beatitude and felicity by obtaining emancipation and salvation. If something is so 
uncertain, no wise person would bet on it. It is far better and sensible to opt of a 
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choice where happiness and joy is obtainable in practical terms in the present world 
and real time. And the only way to achieve it is to take the path of Bhakti, the spiritual 
path of devotion, surrender, worship, love and affection for the Lord God. The easiest 
and simplest way to follow this path is to take recourse to the Lord's holy Name as it 
is without any frills, complications, compulsions and formalities. Another parallel 
path that runs alongside it is to sing the glories of the Lord and remember him at all 
times of the day and night. These twin methods are the two sides of the same path, 
and they lead one to ecstasy and joy. Is is not wise to enjoy life and be happy right 
here while one lives in it rather than risk making sacrifices and suffer for an uncertain 
future no one knows anything about? ] (5). 


(156) 


ale ATA PIATS WAHT | 

caer aRa goa qu, ay HR da umen 
4T cit aA elt Wen am facet gm oi | 

met pp Wea Fed, Sac Bl TAPIN] 

ell Aene AY old web afd | 
qa ot VIP aad va A Ya YPP] 


(156) 


kali nama kamataru ramako. 

dalanihara darida dukala dukha, dosa ghora ghana ghamako. 1. 
nama leta dahino hota mana, bama bidhata bamako. 

kahata munisa mahesa mahatama, ulate sudhe namako. 2. 
bhalo loka-paraloka tāsu jake bala lalita-lalamako. 

tulasī jaga janiyata namaté soca na kūca mukāmakā. 3. 


Verse no. 156—In Kaliyug (the present age), Lord Sri Ram's holy Name is like the 
only all wish-fulfilling tree known as the ‘kamataru’! (kali nama kāmataru 
ramako). It is because it helps one (i.e. the devotee) to overcome countless problems, 
miseries and pains associated with worldly existence that are like the torments caused 
by poverty, famine and drought (dalanihara darida dukala dukha), or the 
sufferance caused to a person due to his own faults, shortcomings, evil nature and sins 
that scorch him like the heat of a blazing summer sun (dosa ghora ghana 
ghamako)’. 

['This ‘Kaam Tarv’ is a tree in the heaven and is said to fulfil all wishes of the 
worshipper. 

*Tulsidas means that if a person takes the shelter of Lord Ram’s holy Name, 
he would be freed from all worldly torments and miseries that rob him of his mental 
peace. Forsooth, the Lord’s holy Name acts as a soothing balm for his agitated and 
ruffled spirit, and calms him down. It is like one finding shade under a huge tree after 
suffering for a lot under the heat of the blazing sun during the summer.] (1). 
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As soon as one takes the holy Name of Lord Sri Ram, even a stern Creator's 
malevolent mind that had so far not thought of anything good for that person would 
immediately become friendly, benign and favourably inclined towards him (and start 
thinking for his good and welfare) (nama leta dahino hota mana, bama bidhata 
bamakoy.. 

The Lord's holy Name is so unique and outstanding in its wonderful and 
magical spiritual powers that it has produced astounding spiritual results whether it is 
said in the right order or in the wrong order, i.e. whether it is repeated forwards or 
backwards (ulate sūdhē namako). [To wit, when the holy Name “RAAM” is 
repeated over and over again, the result is that it sounds the same to the hearer as it 
forms a continuous flow of sound waves that merges both ends of the word into one 
single whole. It is like a wheel or a circle that has neither a beginning nor an end 
unlike a straight line that would start at a point and end at a point.] 

For instance, sage Valmiki has established the glories and mystical powers of 
Lord Sri Ram's holy Name by repeating it in the reverse order (as ‘Ma’ followed by 
‘Ra’), while Shiva has established the magnificence and the stupendous mystical 
powers of the same holy Name of the Lord by repeating it in the correct order (as ‘Ra’ 
followed by ‘Ma’) (kahata munisa mahésa mahatama)*. 

['It means that the Creator who decides the fate and destiny of a creature 
would be compelled to rethink what to decide about the latter's future if the creature 
takes the shelter of the protective umbrella of Lord Ram's holy Name so much so that 
even if previously he had been condemned by the Creator to suffer in his life, the 
course of life would change for good for him once he is blessed by the grace flowing 
naturally from the holy Name of Lord Ram. 

“Valmiki had achieved sainthood by chanting the holy Name of Lord Ram in 
the reverse order—because he was so sinful and vile that he refused to pronounce the 
Lord's Name in the proper way. But nevertheless, the holy Name's stupendous good 
effect was given to him though he had repeated it in the reverse order. Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 19. 

Lord Shiva drank the fearsome poison that emerged at the time of the churning 
of the ocean by the gods and the demons on the strength of Sri Ram's holy Name, and 
instead of dying from this horrible poison that was extremely harsh and scorching, he 
became an exalted and venerated Great God in this creation who is honoured by the 
epithet ‘Mahadeva’ (which literally means a ‘Great God’). Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. that precedes Doha no. 19.] (2). 


Verily and in all sooth and without gainsay in the least, it is certain that those who 
have the support and the strength and the protection of Lord Sri Ram's powerful and 
glorious holy Name, which has wonderful and extraordinary spiritual and temporal 
potentials, are assured of lasting happiness and joy both in this world (as long as they 
live) and in the world hereinafter (after they have left their mortal coils and died 
(bhalē loka-paraloka tasu jake bala lalita-lalāmakē”. 

[To wit, those who take the shelter and refuge of the holy Name of Lord Ram 
can be reassured of sustained happiness and joy in this world as long as they live, and 
after their death they can be equally assured of eternal peace and emancipation for 
their soul.] 
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Oh Tulsidas! It is such a wonderful thought, and an extremely reassuring one 
at that, that by having the strength and support of Lord Sri Ram's holy Name one 
would neither have any kind of fear or worry in leaving this world (i.e. in dying, 
which usually one is terrified of because of the horrors associated with the process of 
dying and the fate after that), nor of staying in this world (and facing its seemingly 
unsurmountable problems, because these problems would not harm him once he has 
got the Lord's support and protection) (tulasi jaga janiyata namate soca na kuca 
mukamako)'. 

[To wit, for a person who has taken shelter and refuge with Lord Ram and 
obtained the protection of the Lord's holy Name, it makes no difference to him in 
what circumstance he lives or would have to face in the future, because he is promised 
and reassured of happiness, joy, peace and liberation from worries and pain both in 
this world as well as in the world hereinafter. For such a blessed person, living and 
dying makes no difference because he gets to be established in supreme bliss, and his 
‘true self? becomes unaware of his surroundings, his body, or the ‘false self’, which is 
the one that experiences and pains associated with the gross mundane world.] (3). 
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nahinna avata ana bharoso 

yahi kalikala sakala sadhanataru hai $rama-phalani pharo so. 1. 
tapa, tiratha, upavasa, dana, makha jehi jo rucai karau so. 
payehi pai janibo karama-phala bhari bhari beda paroso. 2. 
agama-bidhi japa-jaga karata nara sarata na kaja kharo so. 
sukha sapanehu na joga-sidhi-sadhana, roga biyoga dharo so. 3. 
kama, krodha, mada, lobha, moha mili gyana biraga haro so. 
bigarata mana sann'yasa leta jala navata ama gharo so. 4. 

bahu mata muni bahu pantha puranani janām-tahām jhagaro so. 
guru kahyo rama-bhajana niko mohim lagata raja-dagaro so. 5. 
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tulasi binu paratiti priti phiri-phiri paci marai maro so. 
ramanama-bohita bhava-sagara cahai tarana taro so. 6. 


Verse no. 173—1 don't have any faith and I can't rely on any other means (for 
attaining liberation and deliverance for myself, for getting freedom from all the 
spiritual shackles that have tied me to this world and its endless cycle of misery and 
grief) (nahinna avata ana bharoso). 

In this age known as ‘Kaliyug’, all the trees representing various means and 
paths that are called Sadhans (by which a person can attain freedom from his worldly 
miseries as well as obtain spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation, salvation) 
(yahi kalikala sakala sadhanataru hai), appear to bear fruits only after investing a 
lot of labour, making a lot of efforts and doing many tough and ardous deeds ($rama- 
phalani pharē so)’. 

['To wit, there are numerous paths shown by the scriptures by following 
which one can reach his desired spiritual goal, and get peace and happiness in his life. 
But it is easy said than done, as all the means shown are so difficult and full of 
hurdles that rarely a person can do them properly, rarely can he meet their stringent 
standards and demands. So failure is the norm. It then turns out to be sour grapes 
because inspite of striving hard a person finds if well neigh impossible to reach his 
target. No matter how diligent a person may be, desired fruits always elude him and 
all his efforts go down the drain. 

Now, in the following stanzas outline the various means by which religious 
merit can be accumulated, but it will be observed that all of them require effort, 
money, time, action and doing of deeds with a lot of labour involved on the part of a 
spiritual aspirant.] (1). 


Penances and austerities (tapa), pilgrimage (tiratha), religious vows and fastings 
(upavasa), charity (dana), Yagyas (fire and other religious sacrifices—“makha”) 
etc.—let anyone do whatever suits him (jēhi jo rucai karau so), but the fruits (or the 
results) of all the above meritorious means (which involve a lot of effort, sacrifice, 
money and labour) can be seen or tasted only when they mature and fructify (payehi 
pai janibo karama-phala), though the Vedas have offered bountifuls of these 
rewards (bhari bhari bēda parosoy.. 

[All the meritorious deeds outlined here do yield the desired result as 
promised by the scriptures but only when they are done properly and fully, something 
which is almost impossible to implement in this present world. Thus, though all these 
spiritual paths and auspicious deeds are praised immensely by the Vedas, but their 
actual implementation and practice is so ardous and cumbersome that a big question 
mark is raised as to their effectiveness. There are so many untold problems in one's 
life that act as a source of constant interference and hindrance that success in any of 
these exercises is a big concern in this present corrupt age called Kaliyug. Hence, the 
expected ‘fruit’ or religious merit always eludes the seeker.] (2). 


People do penances, practice austerities and chant the holy Mantras (japa-jaga 
karata nara) according to the sanctioned methods (as prescribed by the Vedas— 
*agama-bidhi"), yet the real objective is still elusive for them (sarata na kāja kharo 
SO). 

There is no comfort or happiness in trying to attain success by the rigorous 
path of Yoga (various meditative processes) (sukha sapanēhu na joga-sidhi- 
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sadhana), because there is a lack of proper guidance and teachers besides the fear of 
the practitioner facing various diseases as well as the frustration and agony that 
accompanies failure (roga biyoga dharo so). 

[To wit, the harsh realities of Yoga makes the body weakened and diseased, 
which makes one burdensome on one's family and his own life turns out to be a 
source of annoyance for him. In the absence of proper guidance, Yoga proves more 
dangerous than being beneficial for the practitioner.] (3). 


The vicious combination of ‘kama’ (lust, passions, desires), ‘krodha’ (anger, 
vengeance, indignance), ‘mada’ (arrogance, haughtiness, ego, pride, vanity), ‘lobha’ 
(greed, avarice, rapacity), ‘mOha’ (delusions and attachments) have all joined hands 
(mili) to almost abduct or decimate the virtues of knowledge, wisdom, discrimination 
and renunciation (gyana biraga haro sO), while ‘Sanyas’ (mendicant, austre life; 
renunciation of the household life and living like a recluse and ascetic) makes the 
mind as unclean, corrupt and polluted as water poured in an earthen pot which has not 
been hard-baked (because the mud/earth dissolves in the water, making it turbid and 
polluted) (bigarata mana sann'yāsa lēta jala nāvata ama gharē sū)”. 

[No matter how hard a person tries to progress on his spiritual mission and 
attain his goal in life by being auspicious, righteous and meritorious, yet the vices 
listed herein are so overbearing and strong that they defeat all his efforts. 

The worst part is that if he tries to force himself into practicing 'Sanyas' or 
renunciation, the mind begins to lust more and more for all those things that he tries to 
give up. He feels that he is the worse for having taken to Sanyas though externally he 
may appear to be practicing it.] (4). 


There are six Darshans (school of philosophy) enunciated by various sages (bahu 
mata muni), and there appears to be a lot of confusion, doubt and discord 
everywhere (jaham-taham jhagaro sO) since the Purans (ancient scriptures) have 
laid down myriads of paths, ways and means (bahu pantha puranani) which are so 
different from one another that they cause more discord and dilemma than removing 
them’. 

My Guru (teacher) has prescribed devotion and love for Lord Sri Ram and his 
holy Name as being the simplest and the best path suited for me (according to my 
temperment, bearing and intelluctal development—‘‘guru kahyo rāma-bhajana”), 
and I also like it (nIKO) as it is a straightforward, uncomplicated, easy and even 
avenue or path for me (mohim lagata raja-dagaro so) by which I can reach my 
destination in the easiest possible way without humps and bumps to obstruct my path. 

[The 6 schools of philosophy are:- Patanjali's Yoga-Sutra, Jaimini's Purva 
Mimansa, Badaryan's Uttar Mimansa, Gautam's Nyaaya, Kanad's Vaisheshik, and 
Kapil's Sankhya Shastra. 

Refer also to verse nos. 139, 184, 194 (3), and 195 (2) of the book Vinai 
Patrika in the context of the degradations, perversities and turpitudes of Kaliyug, the 
virtual impossibility to adhere to goodness, and the negation and decimation of all 
good virtues during this era. The horrors of Kaliyug are also narrated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 97—to Chanda line no. 
10 that precedes Doha no. 102.] (5). 
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Oh Tulsi! Those who want to crush themselves to death (marai) under the burden of 
all the Sadhans described above instead of having devotion, love and faith in Lord 
Ram (binu paratiti priti), and thereby remain endlessly trapped in this world of 
transmigration (phiri-phiri paci marai), let them do what they want (marai maro 
SO), but I can assert that Lord Ram's holy Name is like a strong ship (ramanama- 
bohita) by which one can easily, surely and comfortably get across this vast ocean 
symbolised by the world of transmigration with all its attendent horrors. So anyone 
who wishes to go across this ocean should get on this *ship' and sail happily across 
(bhava-sagara cāhai tarana taro so)". 

[ Here, Lord Ram's holy Name is likened to a robust ship which takes a 
passenger across the ocean comfortably and without any worry. The ‘ocean’ here is 
the world of transmigration, known as the Bhava Sagar. 

In short, Tulsidas avers that there are myriads of paths, and all are effective— 
but they are so difficult to implement that success is impractical to obtain. The easiest 
and most convenient path is Lord Sri Ram's holy Name and having devotion for the 
Lord.] (6). 
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rama-namake japé ja'i jiyaki jarani. 
kalikala apara upaya te apaya bhaye, 
jaise tama nasibeko citrake tarani. 1. 
karama-kalapa paritapa papa-sane saba, 
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jyom suphüla phūlē taru phokata pharani. 
dambha, lobha, lalaca, upasana binasi nike, 
sugati sadhana bha'ī udara bharani. 2. 

joga na samadhi nirupadhi na biraga-gyana, 
bacana bisésa bésa, kahüni na karani. 

kapata kupatha koti, kahani-rahani khoti, 

sakala sarahaim nija nija acarani. 3. 

marata mahesa upadesa haim kaha karata, 
surasari-tira kāsī dharama-dharani. 
rama-namako pratapa hara kahaim, japaim apa, 
juga juga janairn jaga, bedahüni barani. 4. 

mati rama-nama hi som, rati rama-nama hi som, 
gati rama-nama hi ki bipati-harani. 
rama-namasorn pratiti priti rakhé kabahumka, 
tulasī dharaingē rāma āpanī dharani. 5. 


Verse no. 184—The ‘heart-burns’ (“jiyaki jarani”) that represent internal agonies, 
agitations and torments of the mind and the heart caused by innumerable sorrows, 
miseries and worries as well as the countless confusions, bewilderments and discords 
created by living in this mundane gross world are all removed by constantly repeating 
Sri Ram's holy Name (rama-namake japē jā'i—jiyakī jarani). 

During this age known as Kaliyug, all other means, ways and paths (that can 
help a person free himself from this hear-burn and ensure his salvation and 
deliverance from worldly bondages) are all as useless and futile (kalikāla apara 
upāya tē apāya bhayē) as trying to get over from the fearful effects of darkness by 
expecting light from the painting of an image of the illuminated sun on a wall (jaisē 
tama nāsibēkē citrake tarani)!. 

['To wit, even as it is impossible and impractical to remove the gloom of 
darkness in a room by expecting the painting of the sun on a wall to give enough light 
to do so, it is likewise not feasible to achieve one's spiritual goal in life and obtain 
peace by taking recourse to the many paths prescribed by the scriptures for this 
purpose. Some of these paths are Yoga or meditation, Dhyan or contemplation, Yagya 
or doing sacrifices, Vrat or keeping religious vows and fasting, Tirtha or going to 
pilgrimages, Gyan or acquisition of true spiritual knowledge, and so on and so forth. 

So what is the sure-hit way? Well, it is to take the boat of Lord Ram's holy 
Name if one wishes to comfortably and surely cross over this vast ocean symbolised 
by the numerous miseries and torments associated with life in this gross mundane 
world, and free one's soul from the horrifying sufferings experienced by it if one 
remains trapped in the cycle of transmigration.] (1). 


Though the deeds and activities that a person does in the present age are numerous 
(karama-kalāpa) but they are all tainted, smeared and soiled by the numerous 
negative factors such as the countless sins and evil tendencies that dominate life in 
this world (papa-sane saba), and as a result these deeds and actions are 
overwhelmed by sorrows, miseries and torments (paritapa)’. 

[To wit, though it is therotically possible to achieve one’s spititual aim by 
doing the right sorts of deeds, engaging in the righteous and noble activities, and 
taking the correct action that would enable a seeker achieve success in his endeavours, 
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but in practice it becomes impossible to implement this theory because of the so many 
overbearing problems associated with life in today's world which is dominated by 
negative factors. It becomes almost impossible to be pious, righteous, auspicious and 
noble in the face of stiff opposition by the onslaught of sins, vices and evils as well as 
the overpowering temptations of the sense objects of the world that are the 
domineering factors in life nowadays.] 

Forsooth, it is a fact that doing what is correct, auspicious, righteous and noble 
nowadays (and expecting good results from such deeds) is like a tree that shows 
beautiful flowers but lacks any succulent fruit (jyorn suphula phulé taru phokata 
pharani)". 

[To wit, the deeds that a even a conscientious person does look so nice on 
their face, but they fail to yield expected spiritual results much like a tree that looks so 
attractive from a distance because it has so many nice flowers on its branches, but 
when one examines it closely it has no fruit to offer which can feed his hungry 
stomach. After all, the real value of a tree lies in its abilities to offer fruits, because 
flowers are only for decorative purposes but they do not provide nourishment to a 
hungry person who needs food more urgently than mere useless pampering by 
fragrances and colours.] 

Verily indeed, deceit, fraud, heresy, falsehood, hyprocrisy, greed, avarice, 
wistful desires, yearnings etc. (dambha, lobha, lalaca) have completely destroyed 
and nullified whatever devotion, worship and service that one does to attain his 
spiritual goal (upasana binasi nike). 

What's more, the time-honoured method of acquisition of truthful knowledge 
known as *Gyan' (that would eliminate all the spiritual darkness cast by delusions and 
ignorance) is now being misused to feed one's stomach and as a means of livlihood 
instead of using it for the good purpose for which it is actually meant, i.e. to learn the 
secrets of life, to attain peace and happiness, and to achieve liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation of the soul (sugati sadhana bha'i udara bharani). 

[To wit, Karma, Upasana and Gyan are in a horrible, pitiable and most 
miserable state. See the next stanza.] (2). 


[Its a sorry and pitiable state of affairs.] Yoga (meditation, concentration on the 
Lord) is not possible to practice (because it is too cumbersome and difficult to do), 
Samadhi (a trance-like state when one loses consciousness of his surroundings; a state 
of transcendental existence generally achieved by experienced and attained ascetics) 
is also not without free from so many hindrances (both mental and physical) so much 
so that it is rare to achieve this state in its pure form, while Vairagya (renunciation, 
dispassion), Gyan (wisdom and knowledge) are limited to being used for mere boast, 
show, pomp, pretentions and disguise (joga na samadhi nirupadhi na biraga- 
gyana). 

There is only loud talking and boastful claims about these auspicious activities 
but no commensurate actions to back them up, and external behaviour of piousness 
and holiness that is misleading (bacana bisesa besa, kahüni na karani). 

Countless forms of deceit, conceit, pretentions, heresies, heterodoxy, false 
doctrines have become rampant (kapata kupatha koti); speech, actions and deeds 
have all become extremely corrupt and spoilt (kahani-rahani khoti). 
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Everyone claims that his thoughts, believes, what he says and does, how he 
behaves and acts, are the best of all, and the rest are nonsense and wrong (Sakala 
sarahaim nija nija acarani). (3) 


[Now, in this agonising state of affairs, there is still one hope left. And what is it?] 

What does Lord Shiva preach to a dying creature (marata mahesa upadesa 
haim kaha karata) on the banks of river Ganges in the holy land of Kashi (Varanasi) 
(surasari-tira kasi dharama-dharani)? Well, the answer is this: The Lord praises 
the glory, the importance and the significance of the holy Name of Lord Sri Ram as 
the one divine formula that provides liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation to the soul of a creature (rama-namako pratapa hara kahaim). 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, Lord Shiva not only preaches this divine 
formula to others but practices it himself by constantly repeating the holy Name of 
Lord Ram (hara kahaim, japaim apa). 

The whole world knows this from time immemorial (juga juga janaim jaga), 
and the Vedas (ancient scriptures) too have also been unequivocally endorsing this 
fact from the beginning (bedahünmi barani). 


Now, therefore, one should apply one's mind and start concentrating one's thoughts 
on nothing else but the holy Name of Lord Sri Ram (mati rama-nama hi som), have 
faith, love and devotion for nothing else but the holy Name of Lord Sri Ram (rati 
rama-nama hi som), and take refuge and shelter nowhere else except in the holy 
Name of Lord Sri Ram (gati rama-nama hī kī) because this is the only easy mean, 
the only sure way and the only path of certainty that can not only remove the many 
torments, miseries and troubles arising from life in the cycle of birth and death in 
which the helpless creature finds himself trapped, but also free him from this trap 
(bipati-harani). 

Oh Tulsidas (tulasī)! If you consistently persist in keeping faith and having 
love and devotion for the Lord (rama-namasom pratīti priti rākhē), then sooner or 
later some day (kabahumka) the compassionate, merciful, benevolent and kind Lord 
Sri Ram would surely show his grace upon you due to his inherent nature, his habit of 
being kind, compassionate and merciful to all (dharaingē rama āpanī dharani) (5). 


Raga Gauri 


(189) 


WA Hed "e WA Hed Ue WA Hed Ag WIS | 

ae dt wa—swurR wé URS, Bed ed eds 8111 || 
da WIA VISI WIS sons, Ua PM were Y | 

eae ed oR afta aada Ha Are fay siem 21 12 11 
faye PER AR—AG—A1d dole 4 US JERT VI 

Ha facie oR aapa UIS Ge APAN XINI 
PIC GI West aed cafe as WT V| 

oe oe afer GR du de fot aa A Ue eme VWI | 
ART SRTH, BT Ae Usa, AS WHS ET Y| 
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Gakiart was Beg SM, EIE WA SUO Y |15 || 


(189) 


rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu bha' re. 
nahirn tau bhava-begari mahant parihai, chūtata ati kathina"i re. 1. 
bamisa purana saja saba athakatha, sarala tikona khatola re. 
hamahim dihala kari kutila karamacamida manda mola binu dola re. 2. 
bisama kahāra māra-mada-mātē calahirh na pā'um batora re. 

manda bilanda abhera dalakana pa'iya dukha jhakajhora re. 3. 

kamta kuraya lapétana lotana thavahim thā'um bajha'ü rē. 

jasa jasa caliya dūri tasa tasa nija basa na bhenta lagā'ū re. 4. 
maraga agama, sanga nahim sambala, nā'um ga'umkara bhūlā re. 
tulasidasa bhava-trasa harahu aba, hohu rama anuküla re. 5. 


Verse no. 189—[In this wonderful verse, Tulsidas uses the metaphor of the Palanquin 
and its Bearers to describe the journey of the soul through various lives in this 
mundane world. 

The Palanquin is an ancient mode of carrying passengers, especially members 
of the nobility, by bearers who carry this frame on their shoulders. It is a covered 
wooden vehicle, a carriage or a litter, with a framework that consists of a small bed or 
a few seats to seat the passenger, and this private space is enclosed by curtains on the 
sides. It is meant to carry one or two passengers, held aloft by two horizontal bamboo 
poles that are borne by bearers on their shoulders, usually in groups of four or six 
persons on each side, one group in the front and the other in the rear to lift and carry 
the carriage forward. 

The bearer, like a beast of burden, has to carry this load for as long as he lives 
as it is his only livelihood to which he is seemingly bound by virtue of his destiny. It 
is a very tiresome and difficult job to do as long distances are to be covered while 
carrying this burden on one's shoulders and walking on foot, often on rough terrains 
and harsh weather conditions, the task being made all the more difficult with the fear 
of punishment if the passenger, who is usually a member of the nobility and a rich 
person who are more often than not haughty, inconsiderate and of a whimsical nature, 
becomes angry at the bearers if they do not walk properly and the carriage swings 
uncomfortably for the rider. 

But the poor bearer finds himself in a quandary: What will he do and how will 
he feed his own stomach if he does not carry the Palanquin, for this is the only thing 
he is destined to do and the only vocation he knows of due to his ill-fate? Well of 
course, if he is determined to break free from this serfdom or bondage to which he is 
seemingly bound for life, he can very well do it by learning some other skills to free 
and sustain himself. And if he indeed breaks free from the compulsion of carrying this 
heavy burden, he finds a lot of comfort, happiness and ease in his life. 

This is what is hinted in this verse—if the soul is determined to break free 
from the cycle of birth and death and its incumbent miseries and horrors, it can easily 
do it, and the safest and surest method which does not require special skills is to have 
love, devotion and faith in Lord Ram. This idea is the central theme of this verse. 

The bearers of this vehicle often sing some folk songs to break the monotony 
of the long journey as they tread along on their tedious path. Tulsidas advises the 
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creature that his life is also like this journey, and he has to cover it on foot himself, i.e. 
he has to endure all the accompanying miseries and troubles of his life himself. If he 
wants to redeem himself and ensure that in the future he must not carry this burden 
again, then why does he not chant Lord Ram's holy Name, which is the great 
redeemer and provider of freedom from the cycle of birth and death, even as he goes 
about his daily grind in life in the usual way? If he does so, liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation would come to him unasked for and very easily. 

In this metaphor, the soul is the ‘passenger’, the body is the ‘Palanquin’, the 
creature is the *bearer'.] 


‘Oh brother (bhā'ī re)! (I advise you that you must) Go on chanting and repeating 
Lord Sri Ram's holy Name (even while you do your daily chores). I stress on this 
repeatedly (rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu”), because 
otherwise you'll be caught (trapped) in the slavery (bondage, fetters of surfage) of this 
mundane world (i.e. in the myriad numbers of duties, responsibilities, allurements, 
sorrows, worries ete —“nahirh tau bhava-bēgāri maham parihai") which would 
be too difficult for you to shed (i.e. it would be too difficult for you to get freedom 
from the shackles of this gross mundane world) (chütata ati kathinā' rē). 

['It may be possible to break free from the slavery or serfage of a landlord or a 
king, but the vicious circle or cycle of birth and death in this mundane world will 
continue to trap you till the time true wisdom and true knowledge of the essence of 
the soul dawns upon you. To wit, till the time you do not become self-realised and 
enlightened enough to voluntarily renounce this world and its tempting attachments, 
you will continue to remain trapped in this vicious cycle of birth and death, and suffer 
endlessly from its incumbent miseries and horrors. 

But oh brother, if you use the shield of Lord Sri Ram's holy and divine Name 
then the enemies in the form of ‘Maya’ (a personified form of delusions and their 
associated prolems in this mundane world) would not be able to enlist you as a slave. 
That is to say, Maya and its spin-off problems would not disturb you in the least. The 
delusory effects of this gross material world that seems to give you pleasures and 
comforts from enjoying its sensual objects that land you in a never-ending chain of 
problems that rob you of all peace and happiness would leave you alone. 

This is because Maya is unable to wield her influence or spell on the servants 
or devotees of Lord Sri Ram, she being herself a maid of the Lord. This exemption is 
assured by Lord Sri Ram's name, and it is a guaranteed by the Lord himself—refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 71. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 45, (11) Doha no. 
46 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that 
precedes Doha no. 59; (iv) from Chaupai line nos. 7 that precedes Doha no. 70—to 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 72; (v) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 90; and (vi) from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 116—to Doha 
no. 120. 

All the above cited verses endorse the principle laid out in this present verse 
no. 189 of Vinai Patrika.] (1) 


The cunning and wicked (kutila) 'karamacarrida"? has given us a very bad and dirty 
*khatola" free of cost (manda mola binu dola ré)* to ride in it during our journey 
through life. 
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Unfortunately this ugly and troublesome khatola has two old and worn-out 
rotten bamboo poles (*bārrisa purana') attached to it, to lift and carry it forward”. All 
its accoutrements, decorations and furnishings are haphazard, odd and untasteful (Saja 
saba athakatha)®, and the three seats provided in it are bare of even basic comfort 
(sarala tikona)". 

[-Karamacarmida is a personified form of our evil past deeds and their 
incumbent negative effects; this term is used as a derogatory epithet for someone 
whom we loathe but can't avoid dealing with. 

The ‘soul’ or the ‘Atma’ of a creature is his ‘true self’, his ‘true identity’. The 
creature dies and the Atma assumes a new body in its next birth, and the body that it 
is assigned is dependent upon the net effect of the aggregate of all the deeds it has 
done in its previous life. So it is possible that in its previous life a creature was born in 
a high family, but in the next birth he can be condemned to some lower form of life, 
say as a dog or a pig. It is because the deeds that this person had done while alive 
were so sinful and despicable that he had to be punished for them in the form of a 
lower life in his next birth. This works on the simple theory of action and result, or the 
doctrine of Karma which states essentially that a person reaps what he sows. 

?The word ‘us’ refers to the creature, the living being in general. And the true 
identity of this creature is his Atma or his soul which is ‘pure consciousness’ and a 
subtle entity, and not the gross body that is physically present in the world and 
interacts with it. The ‘body’ is merely a vehicle or the ‘palanquin’ or the ‘khatola’ 
that carries the soul in its journey through life in this world. This so called ‘khatola’ 
is a storehouse of numerous problems that cause constant irritation for the soul and 
keeps the latter agitated. The soul’s journey through life is a repertory of countless 
miseries, unending grief, pains and tribulations of myriad kinds. 

The construction of this khatola that represents the creature's body is most 
despicable and ugly as it consists of nothing else but mucous, bones, veins, blood, 
stool, urine etc. Besides its physical construction, the body is full of negative qualities 
and characters, is prone to committing sins and evil deeds, and is more attracted to 
vices and tempted by evil forces than to good things and righteousness. This 
‘khatola’ is dirty inasmuch as it lacks spiritual hygiene in the way of devotion, faith 
and love for the Lord God. 

“The khat6la or the gross body has been given to us, the ‘creature’, free-of- 
cost so that we grab it greedily as is our natural habit of accepting whatever is offered 
free of cost to us, inspite of knowing that this particular vehicle, the body, is full of 
inherent problems and causes so much misery to the rider, the soul. Ironically, the 
creature loves this ugly khatola because it helps the creature to enjoy the comforts 
and pleasures offered by the sense objects of the world and thereby gratify his natural 
urges irrespective of the fact that this causes more heartburn for him in the long run. 

The old and worn out ‘bamboo poles’ refer to the two negative qualities 
inherent in the creature, viz. 'Avidya' and ‘Moha’ which means ‘ignorance of the 
reality’ and ‘delusions that create attachments and longings for the world’ 
respectively. All sorts of ignorance, illusions, halluncinations, bewilderments etc. 
come under this category. These two negative qualities of Avidya and Moha control 
everything the creature does or thinks vis-a-vis the gross material world. 

If the bamboo poles do not lift the ‘khatola’, the latter will rest quietly on the 
ground. Similarly, if these two negative virtues do not disturb the creature, the latter 
would live in peace and be happy even while living in this world. 
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ŠThe 'saja saba’, ie. the various ugly accoutrements, decorations and 
furnishings in this vehicle symbolised by the body refer to the countless 
shortcomings, flaws, faults and defects that it possesses. These are many, some of 
them are Kaam (passions), Krodha (anger) Lobha (greed; rapacity), Mada 
(arrogance), Moha (attachments), Aviveka or Agyan (ignorance), Matsarya (jealousy, 
ill-will), Virodha (opposition and animosity), Bhaya (fear), and so on and so forth. All 
these factors add to the discomfiture caused to the soul that is already suffering from 
the decrepit condition of the ugly and uncomfortable ‘khatola’. 

They all refer to the various evil tendencies of the mind which result in the 
body doing evil deeds and the creature is compulsively pushed forward on an evil 
path. 

"The ‘sarala tikōna’ refers to the three bare seats provided in this *khatēlā”. 
Usually the seat is cushioned and made reasonably comfortable for the rider, but here 
it is simply exposed rough wooden plank. These ‘three seats’ refer to the three 
rewards a person gets for all his deeds done in this life, viz. ‘Artha’ or financial gains, 
‘Kaam’ or fulfilment of desires, and ‘Sakaam Dharma’ or attaining worldly glory. 
They are likened to a ‘seat’ because the person is recognised and known by them; he 
rides on the glory and name acquired by these three rewards of his deeds. 

It ought to be noted here that the fourth reward which would actually give the 
rider, the ‘soul’, peace and happiness is ‘Moksha’ or emanciation and salvation, 
which this *khatola' lacks. 

The ‘tikOna’ may also refer to the three windows or doors of this ‘khatola’ 
through which the rider, in this case the ‘soul’, looks out to the world and sets its 
destination or direction where it wants to go. They appear deceptively 'sarala' or 
simple because they are easy to achieve but do not give any worthwhile result for the 
long term good of the soul. The body remains engrossed in pursuing wealth, 
fulfilment of worldly desires, or acquiring fame and name by successful 
accomplishments in different fields. But they are ‘deceptive’ inasmuch as they have 
no sustainable benefit for the welfare of the soul either in this life or in the next.] (2). 


The Bearers of this Palanquin (called ‘kahara’) are ill-trained and odd in number and 
extremely difficult to keep in order (bisama). The problem is further compounded by 
their being rogue and drunk with haughtiness and arrogance (māra-mada-mātē) so 
much so that they can’t walk properly and in step with each other (calahim na pā'unt 
batora rē). 

The result is that the palanquin moves ahead in an erratic and jerky manner, 
sometimes too swiftly, sometimes too slowly, sometimes it swings upwards, 
sometimes plunges awkwardly downwards, and often times it sways to the left and the 
right (manda bilanda abhéra dalakana), causing the palanquin to toss and rock 
violently which causes extreme discomfort to the rider (the soul; pa'iya dukha 
jhakajhora re). 

['Usually there are three pairs of bearers in the front and rear to lift the 
palanquin evenly so that it moves ahead smoothly. They are well trained and orderly 
in their movement. But the ‘bearers’ of this symbolic ‘khatola’ are only five in 
number, some are in pairs and some single, viz. the five sense organs of the body, 
such as the ears and the eyes which are in pairs, as well as the nose, the tongue and 
the skin which are single. The ‘khatola’ symbolised by the body is therefore 
asymmetrically made, and its movement is likewise odd and uncomfortable. The 
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‘movement’ here refers to the tendency of these above five organs of perception to 
reach out for their respective objects in the external world. 

That is, the ‘eye’ wants to see things in the world; the ‘ear’ similarly wants to 
hear sounds arising in the outside world; the nose wishes to smell the fragrances of 
the world; the tongue wants to taste its things; and the skin wishes to feel the 
sensations of this world. In order to fulfil their desires, they have to ‘reach out’ or go 
out into the world. Once they do so, they feel tempted to move in the direction that 
appeals to them, dragging the unwilling but helpless soul behind them into the web of 
miseries and pain that result from the waywardness of these five organs. 

Since these five organs would not listen to any sane advice given to them like 
a drunkard who refuses to hear to any reasoning, the symbolic bearers of this 
palanquin move ahead with an unsteady and disbalanced gait, rocking the ‘khatola’ 
to and fro. 

Now, since the ‘khatola’ itself is old and decrepit, it cannot complain against 
the bearers who don't and can't walk in a balanced, uniform and steady gait. 
Therefore, the body sometimes does good deeds and sometimes evil deeds in an 
unpredicatable manner, in an almost impulsive way. The five sense organs of speech, 
touch, smell, hearing and sight do not work in sync or harmony with each other. The 
resultant tugs and pulls are making life hell for the soul who rides this palanquin 
symbolised by the body of the creature.] (3). 


The path is also not smooth as it is strewn here and there (thavahim tha'um) with 
sharp thorns, stones and rocks, as well as with creepers and undergrowth (kamta 
kuraya lapetana lotana) that tangle the feet of the bearers and hinder their progress 
(bajha'ü ré)’, adding to the troubles and miseries of the rider. 

The more he moves ahead on this intractable forest path with its amazing array 
of illusions and distractions that cause a lot of heartburn to the rider, the further away 
he gets from his own homestead (where he would have got a lot of peace and 
happiness) (jasa jasa caliya düri tasa tasa). He seems lost in this forest, with no 
one to show him the path (nija basa na bhenta lagā'ū re)". 

[In other words, in addition to the problems inherent to the body, there are 
untold numbers of existential problems in this world over which the creature has no 
control, but they can't be avoided or wished away if the creature has to survive in this 
world. So he has to cope with them and their whimsical nature. Some of these 
problems are related to other creatures, some to the evil stars, and still others to the 
fact that the individual is unble to adjust himself to his surroundings because of his 
stubborness. 

Here, the ‘thorns’ symbolise the miseries created by the sensual attractions of 
the material sense objects of the world; the different oppositions and adversities faced 
by the creature in attainment of his goal are like the many ‘stones and rocks’ that 
hinder his progress; the countless forms of lust, passions, attachments, infatuations 
and attractions that bind the creature to so many relationships that he develops in this 
world are like the ‘creepers and the undergrowth’ that tie the feet of the palanquin 
bearers. 

To wit, the creature's path to salvation and emancipation is littered with 
thorns, sharp edged stones as well as poisonous creepers in the shape of various 
attachments, allurments, temptations and enticements of this world that cling to him 
like dirt covering the body during a long journey, and they cause immense hurdles, 
agonies and discomfiture to the traveller. 
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These hurdles force the palanquin to stop here and there. That is, the body is 
unable to reach its destination of devotion, worship, doing good and noble deeds etc. 
because of the hindrances caused by the tugs and pulls of this mundane world. 

"Here, the person's own home refers to the realisation that his true ‘self’, 
which is pure consciousness and an image of the cosmic Consciousness as well as a 
source of peace and happiness, resides in his own heart, and that it is futile to search 
for peace and happiness in the outside world because these virtues can be found 
within one's own self. The truthful destination for the soul is finding emancipation 
and salvation for its self and breaking free from the vicious cycle of transmigration, 
and not in running after the objects of this world which would never give any 
sustainable happiness. 

The more a creature gets entangled in the world, the more he loses his peace; 
the more he allows himself to do this the stronger and more stubborn his fetters 
become, and further away from the Truth and eternal source of happiness he is drawn. 

As the mind and body go on sinking deeper into the quagmire of illusionary 
pleasures and hallucinations of this delusory world, the actual and truthful *real-self 
gets further away from the truth which recedes into the background.] (4). 


Verily indeed, this path (through life in this mundane world) is very horrible and full 
of hurdles as described herein above (maraga agama), and there is no able 
companion to help out (Sanga nahirn sambala)'!, and the creature is so confused 
and overwhelmed with fear that he has lost the way to his destination (nā'um” 
gā'urrikara bhüla re)". 

Tulsidas requests his merciful Lord Ram that in this precarious and dismal 
situation in which the soul has found itself, the Lord should now step in and show his 
grace and favour to it (hOhu rama anukula ré) by giving it relief from its torments 
and free it from the horrors of this transmigratory world (bhava-trasa harahu 
aba)". 

[ "There is no one to show the right path, too. Everyone in this world is driven 
by self-interest, and no one bothers about the suffering of the other person and his 
welfare. So if the miserable creature fails to have company of saints and pious people 
who would show him the correct path that would be for his real good, then the 
creature is as good as being lost in a wild forest with no companion and hope of ever 
seeing his home where he would get peace and comfort again. 

"In the confusion and chaos that surrounds the unlucky soul, it has forgotten 
about its true identity, which is not the body but pure and truthful ‘consciousness’, 
and also about its true destination, which is to find liberation and deliverance from the 
cycle of birth and death, and attain emancipation and salvation for its self, instead of 
getting involved in the affairs of this mundane world. 

One forgets the name of the destination village out of bewilderments and 
agitations which have been caused by weariness and fatigue of the journey. The soul 
in other words has forgotten the ultimate goal of life, which is attainment of the 
supreme holy feet of Lord Sri Ram, of being ‘one’ with the Lord and disrupting the 
vicious cycle or circle of birth and death for all times to come. 

PTulsidas asks Lord Ram to please show mercy and compassion on this soul 
and remove its fears arising out of this ocean-like world of birth and death. ] (5). 


[Note :- By using the analogy of the ‘rider’ and the 'palanquin', Tulsidas 
describes the consternations and the precarious conditions of the soul during its 
journey through various lives in this gross mundane world. It was foolish enough for 
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it not to walk the distance, the path, on its own, i.e., use its own discrimination and 
wisdom to reach the destination which is the Lord himself in this case. But, due to its 
indolent, lazy and lethargic habits, it thought to sit comfortably on a carrier called the 
human body, and being thus becoming dependent on it, it had to not only lose the 
ultimate goal or destination but suffer intemperately, interminably due to the 
wayward, reckless inclinations of its vehicle, which is the body in this case. Another 
error of the soul, or the ‘true-self’, was not taking control of the steering wheel and let 
the vehilce we driven by the driver in the form of Kaliyug. What can it hope from 
such a driver—he would not only dash the vehicle somewhere, but also never let the 
soul ever reach its destination. A great and serious message is being conveyed through 
this analogy by Tulsidas. I think another suitable title for this verse could be ‘The 
Pilgrim's Journey through life’ .] 


(192) 
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(192) 


jo pai janakinatha som nato nehu na nica. 
svaratha-paramaratha kaha, kali kutila bigoyo bica. 1. 
dharama barana āšramanikē paiyata pothihi purana. 
karataba binu besa dekhiye, jyom sarīra binu prana. 2. 
beda-bidita sadhana sabai, suniyata dayaka phala cari. 
rama-prema binu janibo jaise sara-sarita binu bari. 3. 
nana patha nirabanake, nana bidhāna bahu bhāntti. 
tulasi tü mere kahe japu rama-nama dina-rata. 4. 


Verse no. 192—Oh you wicked and dumb-witted fellow (nica)! If you have not 
established any relationship with Jankinath (Lord Ram, the Lord of Sita—* 
janakinatha") that is based on the grand and auspicious qualities of having affection 
and devotion for the Lord and submitting yourself before the Lord (jO pai 
janakinatha som nato nehu na), say then how can you achieve success in your 
endeavours, whether they are related to your self interest in this temporal life or are 
concerned with your spiritual matters? (svaratha-paramaratha kaha). 

Since you are so foolish that you have not been able establish any such 
relationship with Lord Ram, even though it would have been for your own good and 
welfare, it is apparent and obvious that this wicked and cunning bandit known as 
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‘Kaliyug’ seems to have established his own sway upon you and has robbed you mid- 
way (Kali kutila bigoyo bīca)'. 

[ Verily, a bandit in the form of ‘Kaliyug’ (the present age in a personified 
form) has managed to waylay you and rob you of your spiritual fortunes by corrupting 
your mind and intellect, by eclipsing your wisdom and discriminating powers so that 
you are not even inclined to judge for yourself what is detrimental for you and what is 
for the best in your own interest. You are not able to understand that your good lies in 
establishing an abiding relationship with Lord Sri Ram who can ensure your spiritual 
and temporal well-being and happiness. Instead, impelled and lured by the charms 
thrown to you by Kaliyug in the form of temptations of this material world of sensual 
objects, you seem to have drifted away from Lord Ram and fallen into the embrace of 
your enemy, the Kaliyug, even without being aware of your mistakes because Kaliyug 
has overshadowed your wisdom and intellect. Say, aren't you aware that you are 
ruining your own future under the deluding effects of Kaliyug? So, aren't you utterly 
stupid and block-head that you can't even see what is good or bad for you?] (1). 


[This stanza describes the state of affairs in the society during the corrupt age of 
Kaliyug.] 

The principles of Dharma (or codes of proper and righteous conduct) that are 
expected to be followed by the people in the four Varnas in the society (i.e. the four 
segments of society, such as Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Shudra) and in the four 
Ashrams of life (i.e. the four divisions in life—Brahmacharya, Grihastha, Sanyas, 
Vanprastha) (dharama barana āšramanikē) are limited only to the thick volumes 
(pages) of the Purans (ancient scriptures) (palyata pothihi purana); no one bothers 
to practice them and act according to these principles. 

People sport external marks and bear outward appearances of a particular 
Varna or Ashram they are supposed to belong to or subscribe to as prescribed for the 
members of the society in the scriptures, but they do so just as a formality and as 
merely an obligation so that they are not declared apostate and outcaste, and instead 
are able to integrate themselves into the mainstream of the society. But the fact is that 
none of these people who pretend to be followers of Dharma by adopting the external 
signs prescribed by it actually have even a trace of faith and conviction in the noble 
principles of Dharma as laid down by these scriptures. They rarely practice any of the 
tenets of the particular Varna or Ashram of whose mark and other paraphernalia they 
exhibit. 

Therefore, in the absence of belief and commitment, in the absence of relevant 
and concurrent action and deed to back up these external signs or marks that one bears 
in accordance to the advisory of the scriptures, they have been rendered mere 
pretentious exhibitions (karataba binu besa dēkhiyē). [People exhibit these external 
signs and marks to show that they are following the principles of religion and being 
faithful to them, but in actuality this is a deceitful and cunning act because no one 
follows the tenets laid down in the scriptures that are supposed to be followed by 
every person in the society. Hence, all these marks and signs and paraphernalia have 
been rendered useless, perfunctory, superficial and pretentious; they not only mean 
that the person is cheating his own self but also those around him.] 

It is like the case of a body without life or Pran in it; a body that is dead and 
inane because it lacks consciousness inside it (jyorn sarīra binu prana)’. 

[ Here, external pretensions of Dharma without relevant and concurrent action 
and deed to back it up is merely for show as it lacks any substance and meaning. It is 
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like a gross body decorated with ornaments, but which lacks life. Say, what good is 
there in decorating a dead body? Verily, a living person who has great merit but may 
lack any kind of decorative paraphernalia is highly honoured by those who are wise, 
as compared to a mere statue which may be adorned by priceless ornaments but 
otherwise has no use to the society.] (2). 


It is heard (suniyata) that the many famous and powerful means, ways and paths 
described in the Vedas that one follows to attain one's desired objectives in life, both 
the temporal as well as the spiritual objectives (such as religious sacrifices, penances, 
austerities, meditation etc.— beda-bidita sadhana sabai”), are all able to grant the 
four traditionally honoured rewards to the seeker and the aspirant (dayaka phala 
cari). 

[The four rewards honoured in the scriptures as being the fruits of one's 
endeavours that are done in accordance with the principles of Dharma are the 
following: (i) Artha (wealth, prosperity), Dharma (righteousness, noble cunduct), 
Kaam (fulfilled desires, passions), and Moksha (emancipation and salvation).] 

But it should be understood that without the primary fruit in the form of 
devotion and love for Lord Ram (rama-prema binu janibo), all of them should be 
treated as being like so many rivers and lakes that are without water (jaise sara- 
saritā binu bāri)". 

^To wit, just like so many great rivers and lakes would be useless without 
there being water in them, all the rewards and trophies in this world would lack value 
if their awardee lacks love and devotion for Lord Ram. Just like the intrinsic value 
and importance of any water-body lies in the purity, the cleanliness and the amount of 
water it has and not on its dimensions or location or even its charming surroundings, 
the hidden value and worth of a person lies in the glorious virtue of devotion and love 
for the Lord God that he has in his inner-being rather than the worldly achievements 
he has made or acclaim he has got for himself in this world due to his merits and 
deeds. Devotion and love for the Lord is what gives sheen and glow to other noble 
virtues that a man possesses.] (3). 


There are indeed myriads of ways and paths for obtaining salvation and liberation of 
soul (from the worldly bondage), and each has its own merits (nana patha 
nirabānakē, nana bidhāna bahu bhāntti). 

But nevertheless oh Tulsidas, pay heed to my sincere advice and chant or 
repeat Lord Sri Ram's holy Name night and day (tulasī tū mērē kahē japu rāma- 
nāma dina-rāta). [If you do so, if you follow my advice, then you will not have to 
run from pillar to post seeking end to your miseries and torments in this world. It is 
evident here that Tulsidas is addressing himself.] (4). 


(226) 
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bharoso jahi dusaro so karo. 

moko to ramako nama kalapataru kali kalyana pharo. 1. 
karama upasana, gyāna, bēdamata, so saba bhāntti kharo. 
mohi to 'savanake andhahi' jyom sujhata ranga haro. 2. 
catata rahyo svana patari jyorn kabahum na pēta bharo. 
so haum sumirata nama-sudharasa pekhata parusi dharo. 3. 
svaratha au paramaratha hü ko nahi kunjaro-naro. 
suniyata setu payodhi pasanani kari kapi-kataka taro. 4. 
priti-pratiti jaham jaki, tahant tāk kāja saro. 

mere to maya-bapa do'u akhara, haurn sisu-arani aro. 5. 
sankara sākhi jo rākhi kahaum kachu tau jari jiha garo. 
apano bhalo rama-namahi te tulasihi samujhi paro. 6. 


Verse no. 226—[This verse further elaborates on the idea expressed in the preceding 
verse no. 225—that Tulsidas relies exclusively on Lord Ram for all his worldly needs 
and spiritual goals. He does not seek anything from anyone else.] 


If anyone wants, then let him go anywhere else to seek and find support, succour, 
solace and reliance from anyone he chooses (bharoso jahi düsaro so karo). As for 
me (Tulsidas), Lord Sri Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpa Tree in Kaliyug as it bears 
fruits of auspiciousness, welfare and all round well-beings (moko to ramako nama 
kalapataru kali kalyana pharē)!. 

[ To wit, it is only by the good effects of the holy Name of Lord Ram that I 
have become respected, honoured and praised in this world. I can now claim 
emancipation and salvation for myself, something that evaded me throughout my 
different births. Though I am totally worthless otherwise and possess aught naught 
anything that can be regarded as being meritorious, but it is the positive effects of the 
Lord's holy Name that I can now say with confidence that I have a standing in this 
world, that I have a direct contact with the Lord who is the redeemer of the soul of all, 
and that I have finally found abiding peace and tranquility for myself and my soul.] 


(1). 


Though it is true that the different paths for one's spiritual well-being and liberation 
that have been enumerated and sanctioned in the Vedas (bedamata), such as 
‘Karma’, ‘Upasana? and ‘Gyan’ (karama upasana, gyāna) are all true and 
effective in every respect (SO saba bhamti kharo), but for me they are all useless 
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and meaningless like a man who becomes blind after having seen the greenery of the 
rainy season (mēhi to 'savanake andhahi' jyom süjhata ranga harē)*. 

[The word ‘Karma’ means doing meritorious deeds for one's spiritual 
welfare. The word ‘Upasana’ means religious excercises such as offering of prayers, 
worship, devotion etc. that one undertakes for attaining his spiritual goals. And the 
word ‘Gyan’ refers to acquisition of wisdom and true knowledge for achieving the 
same goal. Tulsidas asserts that it is true that all these spiritual paths as outlined in the 
Vedas and other scriptures are definitely correct and effective, there is no doubt about 
it, but for him they mean nothing, for he has decided to rely upon Lord Ram and his 
holy Name for all his worldly as well as spiritual needs and goals in life. 

^A man who suddenly becomes blind after the rainy season will always 
remember the sight of the picturesque green fields, the trees laden with green leaves, 
colourful flowers and fruits, and the vibrant colours of Nature that he had last seen 
before he lost his sights. So even during the winter season or during droughts, if 
someone asks him to describe his surroundings, he would always cite the last scene of 
greenery he had seen before losing his sight. Tulsidas alludes to this metaphor to 
mean that he has become virtually ‘blind’ to, or un-interested in, all other means and 
sources that can help a person to attain spiritual welfare. He has chosen to rely 
exclusively on the mystical powers of the holy Name of Lord Ram for all his spiritual 
as well as temporal needs. 

Tulsidas avers that just like a blind man, who has lost his eyesight during the 
rainy season, sees or imagines that there is no other colour except green—the last 
colour he saw before becoming blind, so likewise he too sees no other help or succour 
for himself from any quarter other than Sri Ram.] (2). 


Earlier I had roamed about like a dog who licks at discarded platters of food (catata 
rahyo svāna pātari jyOrn), but my hunger was never satisfied (kabahum na pēta 
bharo). 

But today I see nectar in front of me by virtue of remembering and chanting 
Lord Sri Ram's holy Name so much so that I can partake of this nectar as much as I 
want (SO haurh sumirata nama-sudharasa pēkhata parusi dharē)”. 

[‘Tulsidas says that though he had enjoyed reasonable comforts in life earlier 
but he had never found permanent contentment and an abiding sense of fulfilment 
anywhere at any time. Though he had had happiness and joy on many occasions, but 
they were all transient and gross in nature. True and complete happiness, joy, bliss 
and tranquility of a sublime nature had always eluded me. Now he feels so fortunate 
that just by remembering the Lord's holy Name, he has discovered an eternal fount of 
bliss and beatitude as if a bowl of sweet nectar had been offered to him on a platter. In 
other words, liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation is there for him for 
the asking. He can access them whenever he so wishes. But he says that at present he 
wishes to enjoy sucking and sipping at the sweet nectar of bliss and contentedness that 
comes with remembering the Lord and his holy Name.] (3). 


For me, Lord Sri Ram's holy Name is a means to serve both my ends—.e. it serves 
my interests in this temporal world by making me happy and blissful, and at the same 
time it ensures my spiritual welfare by providing me with the reward of the final 
liberation and deliverance from the bondage of this world and the endless cycle of 
transmigration of my soul (svaratha au paramaratha hü ko). 

In all sooth and without gainsay, I am very definite and positive about what I 
say; it is not like the confusion that was created (during the epic war of the 
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Mahabharat) when it was declared that ‘an elephant’ had been killed in the battle-field 
(nahi kurijaro-naroy. 

[4 This alludes to the incident in Mahabharat war when cunning, treachery and 
half-truths were used to cheat the opposing side. An elephant whose name resembled 
that of a warrior named Aswathama was killed, and it was made to appear that the 
warrior himself had died.This story is outlined in brief at the end of this verse. ] 

I have heard about the marvellous mystical powers and the tremendous 
potentials of the holy Name of the Lord (Ram) that says that the monkey-army had 
constructed a wonderous floating bridge of stones (boulders) on the mighty ocean and 
had crossed it effortlessly (to reach the demon capital of Lanka). (suniyata setu 
payodhi pasānani kari kapi-kataka taro)’. 

["The holy Name of Lord Ram was etched by Hanuman, the monkey warrior, 
on each stone before it was was thrown on the water of the ocean. Instead of sinking, 
these stones floated to form a bridge from the shore of the mainland to the island 
capital of Lanka where the demons had ensnared Sita, the wife of Lord Ram. The 
most remarkable and astonishing thing is the fact that the ferocious and turbulent 
ocean, with its powerful buffeting, heaving and splashing waves that could even 
capsize huge ships or turn them turtle, could not dismantle this bridge. The ocean was 
forced to be tamed itself. Such is the glory of the Lord's holy Name that heavy 
boulders could float on the rough and choppy waters of the ocean as if they were light 
planks of wood or small balls of paper.] (4). 


It is said that a person is able to achieve what he desires if he has a firm faith and 
conviction in the path he adopts or follows for the fulfilment of his desired goal. This 
will be possible only when he loves and enjoys the path he follows (and does not treat 
it as a burden thrust upon him)—because then he won't be distracted, and his faith 
and commitment would help him to achieve success (prīti-pratīti janām jākī, taham 
tako kaja saro). 

Following this principle I can say honestly and with conviction that for me the 
two syllables ‘Ra’ and ‘Ma’ of Lord Sri Ram's holy Name “RAM” are like my parents 
(the former representing my ‘father’ and the latter representing my ‘mother’) (mere 
to maya-bapa dē'u akhara)’. 

[To wit, I am so firm in my beliefs and convinced beyond doubt that the holy 
Name of Lord Ram will surely and certainly take good care of me and all my needs, 
whether related to my welfare in this temporal world or to the welfare of my spiritual 
future. This being the case, I need not follow any other paths as devised by the Vedas 
and outlined in stanza no. 2 herein above.] 

This is the reason why I have determined to stubbornly remain at the holy feet 
of Lord Ram just like a child stubbornly seeks something from his parent and refuses 
to move away till his wishes are granted (haurh sisu-arani aro)". 

[To wit, I will stick to my demand of seeking liberation and deliverance by 
the virtue of the grace of Lord Ram and his holy Name, and would not divert my mind 
and attention from my goal no matter what temptations are proffered to me. I wot 
naught aught else; I know of no other Lord or spiritual paths other than this.] (5). 


If I tell a lie or have any kind of pretensions, deceit and falsehood when I say what I 
say, or if I conceal anything, then honestly, with Lord Shiva as a witness (Sankara 
sakhi jo rakhi kahaum kachu), let my tongue get either be burnt or fall out in guilt 
(tau jari jiha gard)’. 
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[To wit, what I have been saying in all these verses are not merely fanciful flights 
of my imagination as a poet who would be inclined to employ hyperbole to say what 
he wishes to say, but it is an expression of the actual state of affairs.] 

I (Tulsidas) have come to understand and am convinced that my welfare, my well- 
being and my good lies only with the holy Name of Lord Sri Ram (apano bhalo 
rama-namahi te tulasihi samujhi paro) (6). 


[# The story of Aswathama: During the Mahabharat war, Dronacharya was fighting 
ferociously on behalf of the Kaurav's and started creating havoc in the Pandava army. 
It was felt necessary to kill him, but Arjun refused because the former had been his 
teacher. So, Krishna used a trick. He asked Bheem to kill an elephant called 
Aswathama, which also happened to be the name of Dronacharya's son whom he 
loved dearly. When the news reached him, in order to confirm its veracity, 
Dronacharya asked Yudhisthir, who was renownd for his truthfulness. The latter 
replied, 'Aswathama had died, man or elephant....' 

But before the words ‘or elephant’ could be pronounced , Krishna blew his 
conch so loudly that the words were inaudible to Dronacharya. Shocked at the 
possiblility of the death of his beloved son, he fainted. Then Dhrista Ghumna cut off 
his head. Ever since this event, the phrase * Ashwathama, man or elephant’ has been 
used to denote 'half truths', or deceitful, cunning, tricky utterances and dubious 
behaviour.] 


(227) 
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nama rama ravaro' hita mere. 

svaratha-paramaratha sathinha som bhuja utha'i kahaum tere. 1. 
janani-janaka tajyo janami, karama binu bidhihu srjyo avadere. 
mohurmisom ko'u-ko'u kahata ramahi ko, so prasanga kēhi kērē. 2. 
phiraiau lalata binu nama udara lagi, dukha'u dukhita mohi here. 
nama-prasada lahata rasala-phala aba haum babura bahere. 3. 
sadhata sadhu loka-paralokahi, suni guni jatana ghanere. 

tulasike avalamba namako, eka gamthi ka'i phere. 4. 


Verse no. 227—Oh Lord Sri Ram! In all sooth and without gainsay, your lordship’s 
holy Name is my only well-wisher, my true benefactor and the exclusive source 
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wherein lies my all-round well-being (nama rama ravaro' hita méré)—I declare 
this fact loudly without reservations and with my arms raised as a token of my utmost 
honesty, sincerity and conviction when I make this proclamation (bhuja utha'i 
kahaum tērē) to everyone, to all my acquaintances (Sathinha som), those who have 
some kind of personal vested interest in keeping acquaintance with me (e.g., my 
family members) as well as those who are not related to me and have only a spiritual 
interest with me (e.g., saints, spiritual seekers, pious persons, and those who seek the 
Truth) (svaratha-paramaratha) (1). 


I am so exceedingly unfortunate that my parents had abandoned me as soon as I was 
born (janani-janaka tajyo janami); even the creator Brahma had destined nothing 
good for me and had made me anamolous and unfit for the world (karama binu 
bidhihu srjyo avadéré)’. 

[To wit, Brahma did not provide anything in my fate that can be regarded as 
good and beneficial for me. I am very poor and lack all wherewithals that a person 
would need for leading a reasonably comfortable and respectable life in this world. 
The creator even tweaked my mind to such an extent that my thinking process is 
regarded as being unconventional by others around me in the world. Even my peers 
and those I might consider my friends are at odds with me.] 

Inspite of this oddity and my grave ill-fortune, some people still prefer to call 
me a ‘follower or devotee of Lord Sri Ram’ (which is a rare honour for a lowly and 
ill-fated man like me) (mohumsorn ko'u-ko'u kahata ramahi kō). I wonder why do 
they call me so; what is the reason (for extending this privilege and honour to me 
though I think I do not deserve it; I am really baffled)? (so prasanīga kēhi kéré)’. 

[ Surely, to be called a ‘follower or a devotee of the Lord’ is an honour and a 
privilege reserved only for the most pious and holy of men, which I think I am not. 
But since people do address me in this way, it is obviously due to the good influences 
of Lord Sri Ram's holy Name that I am given this honour, because I keep on repeating 
the Lord's name inspite of being deprived of all other goodness and virtues that a man 
worthy of such an honour is expected to possess.] (2). 


[Till the time I had taken refuge in the name of Sri Ram—] I had to wander like an 
unknown and unrecognised vagrant, a vagabond who had no identity of his own (binu 
nama), wistfully searching from door to door for morsels of food to fill my hungry 
stomach (phiraiau lalata udara lagi). 

My condition was so miserable, so wretched and so pitiful that even ‘sorrow’ 
despaired at it; even *misery' felt miserable when it saw me (dukha'u dukhita mohi 
here). 

But look at the wonder of all wonders that by the grace and kindness of Lord 
Sri Ram (nama-prasada lahata), the trees of ‘Babul’ (Acacia) and ‘Bahera’ (belleric 
myrobalan) have started bearing fruits of mango for me (rasala-phala aba haum 
babura bahéré)”! 

[To wit, the world which was full of torments and miseries for me and had 
always abhored and detested me, has now become hospitable, welcoming, compatible 
and pleasant for me once I decided to surrender my self at the holy feet of Lord Ram, 
and regard the Lord and his holy Name as my only source of succour and solace and 
true benefactor. What was once a miserable life for me when I had not even sufficient 
food to feed my hungry stomach, and was sneered and rebuked and derided and 
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rejected wherever I went, now for me, thanks to the Lord and his holy Name, it is an 
honourable life, when the same people who abhorred me once have started showing 
respect to me even as they welcome me with a smile—because they now regard me as 
a ‘devotee and follower of Lord God Sri Ram, the Supreme Lord of the world’. What 
a miracle and a change is this indeed! It only goes to show the stupendity of the divine 
powers possessed by the *Name of the Lord', and its astounding glories and mystical 
benefits.] (3). 


Those who are saintly, pious, wise and learned are able to ensure a good future for 
themselves by the virtue of hearing the scriptures, following the auspicious path 
prescribed by them, and practicing the principles devised by them for one's all-round 
well-being, both in the temporal world for as long as they live in it as well as for their 
spiritual welfare by attaining emancipation and salvation (sadhata sadhu loka- 
paralokahi, suni guni jatana ghanere). 

But truly and honestly and without gainsay, as far as Tulsidas is concerned, 
there is only one support for him and there is only one single source from which all 
his good and welfare can be derived—and it is the ‘holy Name of Lord Ram’ 
(tulasike avalamba namako). 

Just like the case when any given number of threads can be tied together by a 
single knot, this device of Lord Ram's holy Name helps one to tie together the 
benefits obtained by following different paths as proscribed in the scriptures with the 
objective of attaining one's temporal and spiritual goals as well as all-round welfare 
and well-being (ēka gamthi ka'i phéré)’. 

(‘All the threads will fall apart if the knot is untied. Likewise, all the different 
spiritual and religious paths devised and prescribed in the scriptures will come to a 
naught if there is no name of Lord Ram in any of them. All efforts undertaken by an 
aspirant or seeker would be in vain if he does not take the support of Lord Ram’s holy 
Name as the basic and necessary ingredient of his religious and spiritual practices. ] 


(4). 
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kahe na rasana, ramahi gavahi? 

nisidina para-apavada vrtha kata rati-rati raga barhavahi. 1. 
naramukha sundara mandira pavana basi jani tahi lajavahi. 

sasi samipa rahi tyāgi sudha kata ravikara-jala kaham dhavahi. 2. 
kama-katha kali-kairava-candini, sunata $ravana dai bhavahi. 
tinahim hataki kahihari-kala-kirati, karana kalanka nasavahi. 3. 
jatarupa mati, juguti rucira mani raci-raci hara banavahi. 
sarana-sukhada rabikula-saroja-rabi rama-nrpahi-pahiravahi. 4. 
bada-bibada, svada taji bhaji hari, sarasa carita cita lavahi. 
tulasidasa bhava tarahi, tihūm pura tü punita jasa pavahi. 5. 


Verse no. 237—[In the context of this verse, refer also to verse no. 129 and 247 of 
this Book 'Vinai Patrika’ where Tulsidas has advised the Tongue wisely in a similar 
manner.] 


Oh my Tongue (rasana)! Why don't you sing (i.e. talk and discuss) about the 
countless glories, the excellent fame, the virtuous qualities, and the divine stories of 
Lord Sri Ram (kahe na rasana, ramahi gavahi)? 

Why do you wear yourself down and increase your delusions and get 
confounded, why do you enhance your attachment and entanglement with this world 
by worthlessly criticising and speaking ill of others, gossiping, tatling, chattering 
ceaselessly, and indulging in heresy and hearsay, day and night (i.e. always)? 
(nisidina para-apavada vrtha kata rati-rati raga barhavahi) (1). 


Why do you stay to defile and put to shame the beautiful and sanctified symbolic 
shrine represented by the mouth of a human body (naramukha sundara mandira 
pavana basi jani tahi lajavahi)? 

[To wit, oh Tongue, why do you not take Sri Ram's holy Name to keep and 
maintain the holiness and sanctity of the temple-like mouth of the human body, 
instead of polluting it with worthless chatter?] 

Why do you run behind the illusionary water of the mirage (symbolised by the 
allurements, attachments and enticements of the object of this deluding world) to 
quench your thirst even though you have a direct access to an eternal source of Amrit, 
the elixir of life (by the way of being able to utter the holy and divine Name of Lord 
Ram and sing his glories)? (sasi samipa rahi tyagi sudha kata ravikara-jala 
kaham dhavahi). 

[To wit, why doesn't the tongue chant the holy Name of Lord Ram instead of 
constantly chattering about useless things related to this delusory world?] (2). 


The talk about the pleasures, comforts and charms of the different sense objects of 
this materialistic mundane world (Kama-katha) are like the rays of the moon that 
help the water-lilies, symbolised by all the countless temptations associated with the 
present corrupt era of Kaliyug, to bloom (kali-kairava-candini)'. 

[ The water lily blooms in the light of the moon during the night. Tulsidas 
cites this example to stress that talking about worldly matters and charms of the 
countless objects of the senses would naturally ignite attraction and infatuation for 
them. All these relate to the world which is compared to Kaliyug because both are 
dark and fearsome for the creature. The moon rises only during the night, and ‘night’ 
is a metaphor for all things that are dark, fearsome, deluding and ridden with spiritual 
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ignorance. No one can see properly in the darkness of the night; even the moonlight 
does not help much, and often it casts such ominous and eerie long shadows that a 
person begins to imagine that he is seeing a shadow of ghosts and phantoms. Hence, 
the moonlight more often than not inspires fear and horror.] 

Oh Tongue! You are so naïve that you spend your precious time and energy in 
attentively hearing about them, and getting enthralled and captivated by them (sunata 
śravana dai bhavahi). 

Oh Tongue! Stop talking about the pleasures and objects of this world, and 
instead sing the magnificent glories and fames of Lord Sri Hari (Sri Ram) so that the 
ignominy and blemishes cast upon the ears by hearing nonsense things are removed 
and eliminated for your own good (tinahim hataki kahihari-kala-kirati, karana 
kalanka nasavahi)’. 

[The ears have become tainted and polluted by constantly hearing about this 
world and its nuisance, and it can be rectified and purified only by hearing the pure 
and glorious fame of Sri Ram, and it is the tongue which can do it. This is because 
one hears about anything only when someone speaks or talks about it, and ‘speaking 
and talking’ are the function of the ‘tongue’. So the main culprit in spreading heresy 
and hearsay, in entangling the creature in the web of delusions and ignorance, in 
creating lust and passion and attachment in him, is the ‘tongue’.] (3). 


Make a symbolic garland of gold representing wisdom, intellect and discrimination, 
use beautiful beads made up of various methods (to worship, adore, revere and have 
devotion for the Lord) to complete this garland (jatarupa mati, juguti rucira mani 
raci-raci hara banavahi), and then offer it to Lord Sri Ram who is a provider of 
comfort, solace and succour to those who have sought refuge in his holy feet, and who 
is like a ‘sun’ that enables the lotus of the Sun-race to bloom (sarana-sukhada 
rabikula-saroja-rabi rāma-nrpahi-pahirāvahi”. 

[ The tongue is advised to chant and sing the holy and divine Name of Lord 
Ram, about his excellent virtues, glories and fame. For this purpose, the tongue 
should take the help of the mind with its resources of purified wisdom and refined 
intellect. Talking about the holiness and divinity of the Lord in an honest and 
affectionate way, with faith and devotion, is the symbolic form of worship that the 
‘tongue’ can do. Since ‘gold’ is the most precious of things that one gifts to someone 
whom he loves dearly, such talk of the Lord is a symbolic offering of a golden 
garland to him. The ‘beads’ of this garland would be the different episodes related to 
Lord Ram from the scriptures, as well as the many excellent virtues and divine 
qualities of the Lord that one narrates.] (4). 


Oh Tongue! Abandon talking about all things that cause discord, debate, confusion, 
bewilderment and dilemma, and without paying attention to their ‘taste’ (1.e., whether 
any of these things are pleasant or not, attractive or not) (bada-bibada, svada taji), 
you should focus your attention to having devotion for Lord Ram, adoring and 
venerating the Lord, having faith in him, developing true affection for him, 
worshipping him, and involving yourself in singing the Lord's glories, virtues and 
fame (bhaji hari, sarasa carita cita lavahi). 

If you do it, then (with your help) Tulsidas shall cross this ocean-like world 
for sure (i.e., he shall certainly be free from the cycle of birth and death; he shall 
overcome the horrors incumbent with transmigration) (tulasidasa bhava tarahi). 
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And at the same time, you shall also become eligible for great honour and renown in 
all the three Lokas (worlds) (tihUm pura tü punita jasa pavahi) (5). 


(247) 
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rama japu jiha! jani, priti som pratita mani, 
ramanama japé jaihai jiyaki jarani. 
ramanamasom rahani, ramanamaki kahani, 
kutila kali-mala-soka-sankata-harani. 1. 
ramanamako prabha'u pujiyata ganara'u, 
kiyo na dura'u, kahi āpanī karani. 
bhava-sagarako setu, kasihü sugati hetu, 
japata sadara sambhu sahita gharani. 2. 
balamiki byadha he agadha-aparadha-nidhi, 
‘mara’ ‘mara’ jape puje muni amarani. 
rokyo bindhya, sokhyo sindhu ghatajahamu nama-bala, 
haraio hiya, kharo bhayo bhüsura-darani. 3. 
nama-mahima apara, sesa-suka bara-bara 
mati-anusara budha bedahü barani. 
namarati-kamadhenu tulasiko kamataru, 
ramanama hai bimoha-timira-tarani. 4. 


Verse no. 247—Oh my Tongue (jiha)! Chant Lord Ram's holy Name constantly and 
consistently (rama japu), understand its essence and glorious spiritual values, 
develop affection for it, and have faith and belief in it (jāni, prīti sorn pratita mani)’. 
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[Do you know why? Well, I shall tell you the reason now.] By the chanting of 
this single holy Name of Lord Sri Ram, your heart-burn due to the three Traitaps” 
would calm down (ramanama japé jaihai jiyaki jarani). 

Involve yourself in chanting Lord Sri Ram's holy Name as if that is the only 
work you have and it is your identity (ramanamasom rahani). Speak nothing else 
but Lord Sri Ram's ‘Name’ (ramanamaki kahani). 

This sort of refuge in the holy Name of the Lord is extremely rewarding and 
beneficial for you as it eliminates all the sufferings and miseries inflicted upon the 
creature due to the countless sins, numerous types of sorrows and torments, and the 
untold difficulties and seemingly insurmountable problems that are associated with 
life during the present era know as Kaliyug which is inherently malicious, corrupt, 
deceitful, crooked and wicked (kutila kali-mala-soka-sankata-harani). 

['The outstanding divine nature and the immensity of the glorious spiritual 
powers and values of the holy Name of Lord Ram have been sung in countless 
scriptures. Some of the these examples are the following: (i) Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad which is part of the Atharva Veda; (ii) Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, 
Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 28; (iii) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse nos. 89-93, 178; and 
(iv) this present Book ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse nos. 46, 65-70. 

"The ‘three Taaps’, or the Traitaap, refer to the following torments and 
tribulations that horrify all living beings: (i) Adhyatmic—telated to one’s spiritual 
welfare; (ii) Adhibhautic—related to worldly affairs; and (iii) Adhidaivic—related to 
adverse gods and opposed stars.] (1). 


Lord Ganesh is worshipped first (1.e., in the beginning of any religious ceremony or 
ritual)’ due to the grace, the potential powers and the influence of Sri Ram's holy 
Name (ramanamako prabha'u püjiyata ganara'u). Ganesh has himself declared 
this very frankly, and had kept nothing concealed (kiyo na dura'u, kahī āpanī 
karani). 

This Sri Ram's holy Name is like a bridge that enables the creature to across 
the ocean-like gross world of mundane existence (bhava-sagarako sētu). This is the 
reason why Lord Shiva, accompaied by his consort Parvati’, chants this holy Name 
himself with the greatest of reverence in Kashi (Varanasi) in order to give salvation to 
those who die there (kāsīhū sugati hētu japata sadara sambhu sahita gharani)°. 

[Lord Ganesh's story in brief: Once there was a dispute among the Gods 
regarding who was to be worshipped first amongst them. It was decided that he who 
circles the universe first shall be the winner. All the Gods mounted their respective 
vehicles and dashed out. Shiva's son Ganesh was fat, pot bellied and his mount was 
the meek mouse. Finding him in consternation, sage Narad advised him to write the 
name of Sri Ram and go around it—for that would be tantamount to going round the 
entire creation. In the final judgement, Ganesh won. This story emphasises the glory 
and importance of Ram's holy Name. 

“Refer ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 19. 

‘Refer ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 19; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 108.] (2). 


Valmiki, who was a hunter and bandit by nature, had innumerable sins and countless 
evil deeds standing to his discredit and undermining any good prospects for his future 
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(balamiki byadha he agadha-aparadha-nidhi), but by chanting the name of Sri 
Ram in the reverse order as ‘Mara-Mara’ he became so pure and exalted that even the 
hermits, the sages and the gods worshipped and revered him (mara’ ‘mara’ jape 
püje muni amarani)*. 

Sage Agastya (ghatajahamu) had stopped Mt. Vindhyachal (from expanding 
further)’ and had dried up the ocean (by drinking it) on the strength of this one name 
(rokyo bindhya, sokhyo sindhu nama-bala). Later on, being ashamed of itself and 
scared of the sage, the ocean became extremely ‘bitter’ (or salty) (haraio hiya, kharo 
bhayo bhüsura-darani). 

[Refer ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 19; and ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 151, stanza no. 7, and verse no. 156, 
stanza no. 2. 

"The story of sage Agastya and Mt. Vindhyachal: Mt. Vindhyachal was a 
huge, lofty mountain, so high that the sun's rays scorched the trees, creepers and 
animals living on it. Infuriated, it decided to obstruct the sun altogether; so it started 
rising. Scared that this would be calamitous for ecology, the Gods approached sage 
Agastya to find a solution. The sage pronounced Sri Ram's holy Name, put a hand 
over the peak of Vindhyachal and asked it to lie down. It lies there ever since. This 
incident as well as the gulping of the entire ocean by uttering Ram's *Name' thrice are 
cited by Tulsidas to highlight the glory and potent of Ram's holy Name. 

The story of sage Agastya drinking the water of the ocean has been narrated in 
a note appended to verse no. 13, stanza no. 5 of this Book *Vinai Patrika'. Refer also 
to ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 32.] 


(3). 


The glory, fame, renown, potent, powers and spell of Sri Ram's holy Name are 
immense, astounding and measureless (nàma-mahima apara). 

Shesh-Nath (the legendary serpent), Shukdeo (the sage parrot), the Vedas and 
Pandits (expert in scriptures) have repeatedly and assertively described it according to 
their wisdom and intellect (sesa-suka bara-bara mati-anusara budha bedahü 
barani). 

For Tulsidas, having affection and endearment for Sri Ram's holy Name is 
akin to having a Kamdhenu Cow and the Kalpa Tree by his side (namarati- 
kāmadhēnu tulasiko kāmataru)*. 

[To wit, just like these two, the ‘Cow’ and the ‘Tree’, would give a person 
any and every thing he wants, the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram also would 
fulfil every desire of a person who utters it. Tulsidas says that he has got an 
honourable position in society and has gained eligibility for emancipation, salvation 
and supreme bliss by just relying on the strength of Sri Ram's holy Name.] 

What more, this divine and holy Name of Lord Ram is like the ‘sun’ itself for 
the purpose of removing the darkness of ignorance and delusions (ramanama hai 
bimoha-timira-tarani)". 

[Even as the ‘sun’ instantly removes the darkness of the night, Lord Ram's 
Name also immediately dispels all horrors arising out of ignorance and delusions.] 


(4). 
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(255) 


rama! ravaro nāma sadhu-surataru hai. 
sumire tribidha ghama harata, purata kama, 
sakala sukrta sarasijako saru hai. 1. 
labhahüko labha, sukhahuko sukha, sarabasa, 
patita-pavana, darahüko daru hai. 

nicehüko ūmcēhūkē, rankahüko ravahüko 
sulabha, sukhada apano-so gharu hai. 2. 
veda hu, purana hu, purari hū pukari kahyo, 
nama-prema cariphalahüko pharu hai. 

aise rama-nama som na priti, na pratiti mana, 
mere jana, janibo so’ nara kharu hai. 3. 
nama-so na mātu-pitu, mita-hita, bandhu-guru, 
sahiba, sudhi, susila, sudhakaru hai. 
namasom nibaha nehu, dinako dayalu! dehu, 
dasatulasiko, bali; baro baru hai. 4. 
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Verse no. 255—Oh Lord Sri Ram (rama)! For Sadhus (i.e. those who have a pious 
and pure heart) your majesty's holy Name is akin to a Kalpa Tree (ravaro nama 
sadhu-surataru hai) because as soon as it is remembered all the three types of 
legendary tormentors' that burn and horrify a person in this world are removed 


(sumire tribidha ghama harata). 


Not only that, it is able to fulfil all the wishes of the person who remembers 


this holy Name and makes him fully contented (pürata kama). 


Indeed, the Lord's holy Name is like a pond that is full of lotus flowers 
representing all the excellent qualities and virtues that are meritorious, righteousness, 


good and noble (sakala sukrta sarasijako saru hai). 
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[ The three legendary tormentors are the following: Daihik—sufferings of the 
body; Bhautik—suffering related to worldly objects; and Daivik— suffering caused by 
angry Gods and stars. Refer also to verse no. 251, stanza no. 1 herein above in this 
Book.] (1). 


The Lord's holy and divine Name is like a personified form of all the great benefits 
and gains and auspicious rewards that one can expect to get (in life by doing 
meritorious deeds and being righteous) (labhahüko labha). 

Likewise, it is the essence of happiness and comfort as it provides extreme 
solace and succour to the tormented soul (sukhahuko sukha). 

In brief, it is one single source that grants everything that one would expect in 
this world (sarabasa)”. 

[To wit, for saintly persons and those who are enlightened, there is nothing 
bigger and more important than Lord Ram’s holy Name as it gives them whatever 
they desire. The saints and devotees of the Lord have no greater benefit, no greater 
source of comfort, no solace or succour and no wealth that is more important and 
valuable than Lord Sri Ram's holy Name. ] 

It is the purifier of those who are impure (such as sinners and unrighteous 
persons—“patita-pavana”); it instills fear in the heart of the Fear itself (darahüko 
daru hai)’, 

[To wit, Lord Ram's holy Name is so potent and powerful that it not only 
decimates the sins of the sinners but also frees them from the horrifying consequences 
of their sins. | 

It is easily accessible by all and meant for all—whether they be high or low in 
stature in this world, whether they are kings or paupers. Everyone can chant Lord Sri 
Ram's ‘Name’ and benefit from its holy vibrations (nicehüko ūmcēhūkē, 
rarīkahūkē ravahüko sulabha)'. 

[This statement has a special relevance in the context of prevalent practice of 
disallowing some people from entering into temples or chanting Mantras and the holy 
name of the Lord, and even from reading the scriptures. Since every soul that resides 
inside the body ofa living being is the same and a fraction of the Supreme Soul that is 
universal by nature, such practices are unjustified, below human dignity, abhorable 
and illogical. No one has the right to shut the door of God on anyone's face. Hence, 
Tulsidas alludes to this practice without directly denouncing it when he says that even 
the biggest of sinners, out-castes, lowly and even those who are castracised by the 
society have access to the Lord and his holy Name, that Lord lives in their heart, and 
he purifies them. Three cheers for Tulsidas, to say so!] 

It provides happiness and comfort to all and is as cosy and comfortable as 
one's own little home (sukhada apano-so gharu hai). 

[^A person finds immense joy, happiness, freedom, satisfaction and security in 
his own home, whereas when he stays with others, he feels discomfort and unease. 
That little space which one calls one's home provides the same freedom of spirit that 
one finds in the lap of the Lord—because the Lord is the most loving parent of all 
living beings.] (2). 


The Vedas, the Purans and Lord Shiva have loudly and repeatedly proclaimed that 
having love, affection and endearment for Lord Sri Ram's holy Name is the actual 
reward that one gets when one accesses the so-called four fruits? of one's meritorious 
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deeds in life (veda hü, purana hü, purari hü pukari kahyo, nama-prema 
cariphalahüko pharu hai). 

[The four fruits of noble deeds are said to be the following: Artha—meaning 
financial well-being; Dharma—meaning acclaim for being noble and righteous; 
Kaam—meaning fulfilment of all desires; and Moksha—meaning attaining salvation 
and emancipation.] 

If a person does not have in his heart, love, affection, faith and belief in such a 
glorious Name of Lord Sri Ram (aise rama-nama som na priti, na pratiti mana), 
then in my (Tulsidas') view, he should be regarded as nothing better than a donkey 
(mere jana, janibo sō'ī nara kharu hai). [He shall become a beast of burden, 
carrying the burden of miseries and torments for all times to come, without any sight 
of redemption. He shall suffer interminably due to his own foolishness, delusions and 
arrogance.] (3). 


One's father and mother, friend and well-wisher, brother and teacher, master and 
lord—none of them can compare themselves with Lord Sri Ram's holy Name (nama- 
so na matu-pitu, mita-hita, bandhu-guru). 

It is like a wise Lord who is extremely courteous and polite, and it is like the 
soothing balm of the rays of the moon (sahiba, sudhi, susila, sudhakaru hai)’. 

[To wit, as soon as it is remembered, it accepts the caller, eliminates his 
torments of all kinds, dispels all his fears just like a caring Lord and Master would do 
for his servant or dependant, and it soothes the agitated person's nerves just like the 
rays of the moon does. Further, the *Name' of Lord Ram is better than the two 
benefactors cited here, i.e. one's benevolent Lord and the soothing Moon, because the 
solace and succour that the name provides is permanent, of a high quality, and eternal 
in nature. It gives spiritual bliss, beatitude and felicity that neither the Moon nor the 
worldly Lord can ever give.] 

Oh merciful and kind Lord, have mercy on me (dinako dayalu)! I most 
humbly submit before you and request you to grant me a boon by which I would be 
able to have steady and everlasting love, faith and devotion in your holy name 
(namasom nibaha nehu dehu). 

Verily indeed, this humble Tulsidas asserts that Lord Ram's holy name is his 
greatest of strength and asset that sustains him (dasatulasiko, bali; baro baru hai) 
(4). 
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Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras, Hymns & Prayers 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 2 


Lord Ram's 108 Divine Names from Padma Puran 
& Anand Ramayan, and their significance: 


Lord Ram's holy 108 Names have appeared in the Padma Puran and the Anand 
Ramayan. These are two ancient scriptures where these names are enumerated—one 
is the Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 281, verse nos. 30-48, and the other is the 
Anand Ramayan, Purva Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 32-51. We shall read both of them 
for their magnificence, beauty, spiritual rewards and our knowledge of the divinity of 
Lord Ram who was none else but the Supreme Being himself manifested in his human 
form. 

First we shall read the hymns of the Padma Puran, and then those of the Anand 
Ramayan. 

At the end of this section we shall see the significance of the figure ‘108’. 


(2.1) Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 281, verse nos. 30-48 


Lord Ram's great 108 Names are enumerated in the Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, 
Canto 281, verse nos. 30-48. They were pronounced by Lord Shiva for the benefit of 
his divine consort goddess Parvati. 

It so happened that once Lord Shiva invited goddess Parvati (pronounced as 
Paar-vati) to share their meal together on the summit of Mt. Kailash, which is the 
abode of Lord Shiva on earth. Parvati replied that she would eat only after she had 
paid her obeisance to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, by using the Lord's one 
thousand divine Names. At this, Lord Shiva told her—'You are really blessed that 
you have so much devotion for Lord Vishnu. But I depend on Lord Ram's holy and 
divine Name ‘Ram’ for all my spiritual purposes, and for me this single name ‘Ram’ 
is equivalent to thousands of Lord Vishnu. So oh goddess, you can take this single 
name ‘Ram’ and feel rest assured that you would have taken the thousand holy and 
divine names of Lord Vishnu. Thus, say ‘Ram’ and come to share the meal with me.’ 

Parvati obeyed her husband's orders because she knew very well that there 
was no one more enlightened and wise than Lord Shiva in this creation, so he must be 
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correct. After meals, she said to Shiva—‘Oh Lord. You have said that the single name 
of Lord Ram, i.e. ‘Ram’, is equivalent to thousands of names of Lord Vishnu. This 
has aroused great faith in the holy name ‘Ram’ in me, and I wonder that if a single 
name is so powerful and profound, what would be the potential of other names of 
Lord Ram if one were to take all of them. It boggles my mind, and I am very eager to 
know the other holy names of the Lord. So Lord, if there are other such great names 
of the Lord, please tell me about them.’ 

Shiva replied— Alright. I shall tell you the other names of Lord Ram. Indeed, 
all the countless divine names of the Supreme Being as narrated in the Vedas as well 
as traditionally known by this world are different variations of the holy name of Lord 
Ram. Lord Ram also has one thousand names, but out of them there are one hundred 
eight names which have greater importance and are considered prominent. Even as 
each single name of Lord Vishnu has more divinity, blessedness and holiness than all 
the hymns of the Vedas put together, the single name ‘Ram’ of Lord Ram is regarded 
as being equivalent to thousands of holy names and hymns. 

Oh Parvati! More powerful spiritual benefits are obtainable by doing Japa 
(repetition) of one single name *Ram' than chanting all the hymns of the Vedas or 
repeating so many other names of different forms of the Supreme Being. 

That said and done, now let me tell you (Parvati) the one hundred eight divine 
and holy names of Lord Ram which have been sung by great sages and seers. 
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om $riramo ramacandrasca ramabhadrasca sāšvatah/ 
rajivalocanah $riman rajendro raghupungavah// 1// 


Line no. 1 = 


(1) 3% A ‘orh $rirámo'—Salutations to Lord Ram who is the Supreme Being 


represented by the divine cosmic word OM. Lord Ram is the Lord God who is 
invoked by great sages and ascetics when they do meditation using this Mantra *OM'. 


(2) maesa 'ramacandra$ca'—Lord Ram is as beautiful, comforting, enchanting 


and soothing as the full Moon (Chandra). [Again, since the Moon is regarded as a 
heavenly pitcher of Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity and bliss, Lord Ram also provides 
the same benefits to his devotees and followers.] 


(3) masa ‘ramabhadrasca’—The gentleman Lord Ram is extremely polite, 
courteous, affable and amiable. 


(4) 214d: | ‘sasvatah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who is eternal, absolute, truthful and 
universal. 


(5) ISIC GR ‘rajivalocanah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has eyes which are like the 
lotus flower. [Lord Ram’s eyes are as beauteous as the lotus flower. ] 
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(6) 3TH Test ‘Sriman rajendro’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is endowed with all the 


grandeur, majesty, magnificence, authority, power and dignity that befits an Emperor. 
The Lord is an Emperor amongst Kings. 


(7) gga: || ‘raghupungavah// 1//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the best in the race of 
kings of the Raghu dynasty (who ruled over the ancient kingdom of Ayodhya). 
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om $riramo ramacandrasca ramabhadrasca sāšvatah/ 
rajivalocanah $riman rajendro raghupungavah// 2 // 


Line no. 2 = 


(8) smara *janakivallabho'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is most dear to Sita, known 
as ‘Janki’, the daughter of king Janak. [Sita, also known as Janki, was the divine 
consort of Lord Ram. She is known as 'Jaanki' or ‘Janki’ because she was the 
daughter of king Janak. ‘Janki’ = the daughter of Janak; Sita; ‘Vallabho’ = one who is 
very dear; a husband.] 


(9) stat *jaitro'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is always victorious and invincible. 


(10) Ria ing "jitāmitro—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a friendly conqueror. [The word 


implies that the Lord is not a ruthless, tyrannical and merciless conqueror who likes to 
spill blood of enemies. He is ‘friendly’ in the sense that if the opponent of the Lord 
pleads for mercy, the Lord goes all out to forgive him and accept him as one of his 
own subjects. ‘Jita’ = to win; ‘Mitra’ = a friend. ‘A-mitra’ = one who is not friendly. | 


(11) SdF: | janārdanah/'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is merciful, benevolent, kind and 
gracious to all his subjects (i.e. the creatures of the world). He pays attention to their 
prayers and listens to them all compassionately. [‘Jan’ = the subjects of a king’s 
realm; dependants; ‘Aardan’ = one who gives succour and relief from, or eliminates 
agonies, miseries and problems. 


(12) Aaa *višvāmitrapriyo'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to sage 
Vishwamitra; or the Lord who is a friend (‘Mitra’) of the whole world (‘Vishwa’). 
[Sage Vishwamitra was the one whose fire sacrifice was protected by the Lord from 
being defiled by the demons. The Lord was very dear to the sage, and it was this sage 
who was instrumental in the Lord's marriage with Sita at Janakpur. ] 


(13) a: ‘dantah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has exemplary self-control or self-restraint 
over his sense organs. [There are said to be ten sense organs—five of perception and 
five of action. The five sense organs of perception are eyes which see, nose which 
smells, ears which hear, tongue which tastes, and skin which feels. The five sense 
organs of action are the hands which receive things and do deeds, the legs which take 
one to his destination, the mouth which helps one to speak and eat and drink, the 


227 


excretory which help to eliminate waste from the body, and the genitals which help to 
give pleasure as well as to reproduce. The mind is also sometimes regarded as one of 
the subtle aspects of the sense organs because it is the mind that controls everything. 
Hence, Lord Sri Ram has control over all of them. ] 


(14) IVaR: || *Saranyatranatatparah// 2//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is always 
eager to and engaged in giving protection to those who have taken refuge or shelter 
with him. ['Sharanya' — to take shelter and refuge with someone, seeking his 
protection; *Traan' = to remove or provide relief from torments, grief, pain and 
miseries; to grant protection, shelter, relief, security etc.; ‘Tatpar’ = to be eager, 
diligent, ever-ready and careful to do something.] 
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valipramathano vāgmī satyavāk satyavikramah/ 
satyavrato vrataphalah sada hanumadasrayah// 3// 


Line no. 3 = 


(15) arfesasmit *valipramathano'— The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed (‘Pramathan’) the 


monkey named Vaali. [Vaali was the elder brother of Sugriv and the king of the 
monkey race. He had thrashed his younger brother Sugriv due to some 
misunderstanding and threw him out of the kingdom, thereby usurping his share and 
right to the throne of Kishkindha, the capital of the kingdom of monkeys. Not only 
this, Vaali had also kept Sugriv's lawful wife as his mistress, a deed which is totally 
unethical. Lord Ram had slayed Vaali when Sugriv complained of the injustice that 
was done to him by his own brother. ‘Pramathan’ = to stir, churn, kill, destroy.] 


(16) arit ‘vagmi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an expert orator, speaker and preacher; he 
is an expert with the use of words; his voice and speech are both pleasant and fit for 
the occasion. [It implies that Lord Ram is highly erudite, learned, wise and scholarly 
because he has to speak articulately and in a convincing manner. ‘Vaagmi’ also means 
that the Lord personifies the glorious virtues of knowledge, erudition and wisdom 
embodied in the form of goddess Saraswati, the patron goddess of these virtues. Lord 
Ram, being the Supreme Being, inspires goddess Saraswati to bless great souls of this 
creation with the grand virtues of wisdom, erudition and knowledge, which are then 
passed on by them for the benefit of the rest of this creation by expressing themselves 
with the help of wise words of wisdom. ‘Vaak’ = speech. ‘Vaagmi’ = eloquent, 
learned, well-spoken, wise in expression.] 


(17) aak ‘satyavak’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is always truthful, and he always 
speaks the truth. [‘Satya’ = truth, truthfulness; ‘Vaak’ = words, speech. | 


(18) wea: | ‘satyavikramah/’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is truly heroic, strong, 
invincible, powerful, valorous and valiant. (b) The Lord is truly a strong, powerful 
and invincible warrior. (c) The Lord is strong and powerful and effective in upholding 
the virtues of Truth, and he forcefully, authoritatively and powerfully enforces the 
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principles of Truth. He is always successful in doing it; he cannot be defeated in this 
(upholding Truth). [‘Vikram’ = heroic, having valour, valiant, possessing prowess, 
strength; to be excellent and best in any field, especially that which requires strength 
and valour. | 


(19) crt *satyavrato'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is steadfast in upholding the vows 


and the principles of ‘truthfulness’. The Lord not only resolutely follows the doctrine 
of Truth himself but has also taken the vow or has promised to ensure its enforcement 
in this creation. [*Vrat” = vow, promise, determination, resolution.] 


(20) ATH: *vrataphalah'—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the auspicious reward got 


by doing all sorts of austerities, observing strict codes of conduct, and diligently 
following the laws of virtuousness, righteousness and probity. (b) The Lord is attained 
by doing these religious duties and keeping auspicious vows. ['Vrat! = vow, 
resolution, observation of religious duties and sacraments, undertaking austerities and 
undergoing suffering for some religious and noble cause. ‘Phal’ = fruit, reward, result, 
consequence.] 


(21) Wel €JH«PHI: || ‘sada hanumadasrayah//’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is a 
constant source of support and succour for Hanuman. (b) Hanuman always finds his 
constant succour and eternal refuge with the Lord (Sri Ram). [Hanuman was Lord 
Ram's greatest devotee, and he was instrumental in the Lord's victory over the 
demons at Lanka and recovery of Sita from the clutches of the demon king Ravana. 
Though depicted as being a monkey like the other companions of the Lord in the 
forest and his army, Hanuman was an exceptional case—he was very learned and 
wise. He spoke fluent Sanskrit, the classical language of ancient India at the time of 
his first meeting with Lord Ram at the foot of Mt. Rishyamook where the Lord had 
gone wandering in the search of Sita. Hanuman was the one who had made Sugriv 
and Lord Ram friends, he was the one who was chosen to go across the ocean to 
Lanka in search of Sita, he was the first messenger of the Lord who had settled scores 
with the demons in a token way by burning the city of Lanka and bringing the demon 
army to its heels, he was the one who had brought the herbs which helped revive 
Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram, when he fell unconscious in the battle at 
Lanka, and he was the one who had played a pivotal role in the Lord's final victory 
over the demons. On more than one occasion, Lord Ram has himself praised 
Hanuman and said that he will never be able to repay his debts and obligations. 
'Sadaa' = always; ‘Hanumad’ = pertaining or related to Hanuman; ‘Aasray’ = refuge, 
shelter, support, help, something or someone to fall back upon in distress and 
emergencies when one has no other means left. ] 
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kausalyeyah kharadhvansī viradhavadhapanditah/ 
vibhisanaparitrata dašagrīvasiroharah// 4// 


Line no. 4 = 
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(22) PNT: *kausalyeyah'— The Lord (Sri Ram) became a son of Kaushalya. [The 


reading of this verse shows that there is an element of wonder that the Supreme 
Being, the Supreme Lord of creation who is formless, without attributes, almighty, 
all-pervading and all-encompassing, should become a son of a human queen known as 
Kaushalya. The reason is that she had done severe penance in her previous life as 
Satrupa, who was the chaste wife Manu, the first male human being. Satrupa and 
Manu had both requested Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the Supreme Being who 
revealed himself before the couple, that they wished to have the Lord as their son. It 
was due to this boon that the Lord had granted to them at that time that he took birth 
as the son of Kaushalya, the chief queen of king Dasrath who was Manu in his 
previous life.] 


(23) tadi *kharadhvans?— The Lord (Sri Ram) had crushed (vanquished, killed) 


the demon named Khar. [This incident happened in the forest known as Panchvati. A 
demoness known by the name of Supernakha got so infatuated at the beauty of Lord 
Ram that she assumed the form of a bewitching beauty and proposed marriage to Lord 
Ram. The all-knowing Lord saw her deceit, and had got her nose and ears chopped- 
off as a punishment. This enraged her brothers Khar and Dushan. The two demons 
gathered a huge army and rushed to avenge their sister's deformation. It was in the 
ensuing battle that Lord Ram had killed Khar along with Dushan. ‘Khar’ = name of a 
demon; ‘Dhwansi’ = one who crushes, demolishes or destroys.] 


(24) Aaaa: | *virádhavadhapanditah/"^— The Lord (Sri Ram) had expertly 
killed the great demon named Viraadh. [This incident occurred in the dense and 
uninhabitable part of the forest as Lord proceeded ahead after his meeting with sage 
Atri. Viraadh was a formidable and horrifying demon with a colossus body, strong 
jaws and sharp teeth. As he approached the Lord, he was grabbing and eating 
countless wild elephants, buffaloes and lions; a number of human bodies were 
impaled on the trident lying on his shoulder. As soon as Viraadh appeared before the 
Lord he was killed. Viraadh immediately assumed a divine form and went to the 
heaven. In his previous life he was a semi-god known as Vimal-tejomaya Vidhyadhar. 
He had become a demon as the result of a curse of sage Durvasa. Upon being killed 
by Lord Ram he found liberation and deliverance from his sinful body of a demon and 
reverted to his original form. ‘Viraadh’ = a demon with this name; ‘Badh’ = kill; 
‘Pandit’ = an expert.] 


(25) Anaa *vibhīsanaparitrātā'—The Lord (Sri Ram) had protected 
Vibhishan (from the danger of his elder brother Ravana, the ferocious demon king of 
Lanka). [Vibhishan was an ardent devotee of Lord Vishnu. He had known that Lord 
Ram is no one else but Vishnu in a human form. He was kicked out by Ravana when 
he tried to persuade the latter to give Sita back to Lord Ram and avoid a ruinous war. 
So he joined Lord Ram and fought alongside the Lord in the epic war of Lanka. When 
the war was won by the Lord, Vibhishan was made the king of Lanka. ‘Paritrataa’ = 
one who provides freedom from torments and miseries. ] 


(26) ata de 11 ‘daSagrivasiroharah//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had cut-off the 


ten heads of Ravana (the demon king of Lanka). [The main purpose of Lord Vishnu's 
incarnation as Lord Ram was to kill this cruel demon called Ravana. He had got ten 
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heads as a result of a boon granted by Lord Shiva who was pleased by his offering of 
his own head to the Lord during a fire sacrifice. Legend has it that inspite of being a 
demon, Ravana was well-versed in the scriptures and their philosophy. A close 
reading of the Ramayana shows that he had abducted Sita with the sole intention of 
getting himself killed by Lord Ram because he knew that it is the only way he can 
find Mukti (liberation and deliverance) from the sinful body of a demon. ‘Das’ = ten; 
*Greev' = necks, implying heads; ‘Shir’ = heads; ‘Har’ = one who steals or takes 
away or dispossesses someone of his possession. ] 
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saptatalaprabhetta ca harakodandakhandanah/ 
jamadagnyamahadarpadalanastatakantakrt// 5// 


Line no. 5= 


(27) Fader ‘saptatalaprabhetta’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had cut seven coconut 


trees with a single arrow. [This allures to the incident when Sugriv, the monkey friend 
of Lord Ram, had asked the Lord to fell the seven coconut tree as a test to see if the 
Lord would be able to kill Sugriv’s brother and arch rival Vaali who had usurped the 
kingdom of Kishkindha from him and thrown him out into exile at Mt. Rishyamook. 
It so happened that Vaali used to shake these trees unnecessarily and fell their fruits. 
The sages who partook of these fruits got annoyed and had cursed Vaali that anyone 
who was able to fell these trees in one attempt would also be able to kill him. ‘Sapta’ 
= seven; ‘Taal’ = coconut tree; ‘Prabhettaa’ = one who pierces. | 


(28) zsa: | *harakodandakhandanah/'— The Lord (Sri Ram) had broken 
the bow of Lord Har (Shiva). [This refers to the bow-breaking ceremony at Janakpur. 
Lord Ram had married Sita by breaking this bow of Lord Shiva. ‘Har’ = Lord Shiva; 
*Kodanda' = bow; ‘Khandan’ = to break.] 


(29) smeet ‘jamadagnyamahadarpadalana’—The Lord who had 


vanquished or crushed the extreme sense of ego, haughtiness and arrogance of sage 
Parashuram. [This refers to the same bow-breaking when the sage had come angrily to 
punish anyone who had broken Lord Shiva’s bow. Lord Ram had then subdued him 
politely. The sage was renowned as a very haughty and proud man who thought 
himself to be invincible and an arch enemy of the Kshatriya class, the warrior class, to 
which Lord Ram belonged. ‘Jamdagna’ = sage Parashuram; ‘Maha’ = great; ‘Darpa’ 
= arrogance, haughtiness, hypocrisy, vanity, false pride, ego; ‘Dalan’ = to vanquish, 
crush, destroy, trample underfoot, eliminate, subdue. ] 


(30) ett || ‘statakantakrt//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had brought about an 
end to (i.e. killed) the demoness named Tadka. [She was killed when she attacked 
Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and sage Vishwamitra when the three were on the 
way to the sage’s hermitage from Ayodhya. ‘Taadka’ = a demoness; ‘Anta’ = to bring 
an end to, kill; ‘Krit? = a deed or action, to do something, to bring about some 
happening to fruition.] 
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vedantaparo vedatma bhavabandhaikabhesajah/ 
düsanatrisirori$ca trimūrtistriguņastrayī// 6// 


Line no. 6 = 


(31) dera ‘vedantaparo’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is beyond the reach of the 


Vedas. (b) The Lord who is an expert in the Vedas. [The Vedas are the most ancient 
scriptures of India. Originally they were one continuous chain of hymns meant 
primarily meant to be used during fire sacrifices. Later on sage Veda Vyas classified 
them into four categories according to the needs of the fire sacrifice. Thus now we 
have four Vedas known as the Rig/Rik Veda, Sam Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva 
Veda. The Yajur Veda is further divided into Shukla and Krishna branches. This 
name of the Lord has two meanings—one, it means that even the most ancient treatise 
on religion is unable to tell with certainty who is that Supreme Being to whom the 
hymns are being said and offerings are being made. And two, it means that Lord Ram 
is an expert in the most profound and esoteric knowledge contained in the Vedas. 
‘Veda’ = the primary scriptures which are considered as the repository of knowledge; 
‘Anta’ = end; ‘Paaro’ = to be beyond its reach.] 


(32) derer *vedatma'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the soul (‘Atma’) representing the 


essence, the spiritual truth, and the great principles of religion taught by the Vedas. 
[Lord Ram is a personified form of the essence of the principal ancient scriptures 
known as the Vedas. Even as a body is dead without the soul, the Vedas would lose 
their meaning and relevance if the Lord is removed from them. All the Vedas preach 
about the Supreme Being who is none else but Lord Ram in his cosmic form.] 


(33) Taara: | ‘bhavabandhaikabhesajah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the 


only remedy (‘Bheshaj’) for all ills created by this mundane and deluding world; it is 
the Lord who is the only medium by which one can find freedom from the fetters 
represented by this entangling and deluding world; the Lord helps one unshackle 
oneself from this world which is like a formidable bondage. Lord Ram is like an 
infallible herb that can cure all the ailments that afflict a creature because of his 
involvement in this world which is like a huge and abominable shackle. ‘Bhav’ = the 
world of delusions and entanglements; *Bhandha' = fetter, shackle, bondage, slavery, 
to be tied down, entanglements, to be enmeshed in; 'Bheshaj' = medicine, herb, 
remedy, drug. | 


(34) «mrfāfēntsttu *düsanatrisirori$ca' —The Lord (Sri Ram) is an enemy (‘Ari’) of 
the two demons known as Dushan and Trishira. [These two demons had accompanied 
Khar to attack Lord Ram after the incidence of deformation of the demoness 
Supernakha. Refer name no. 23. The word ‘Ari’ means an enemy. | 
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(35) frafct ‘trimurti’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a personified form of the Trinity 


Gods—viz. Lord Brahma the creator, Lord Vishnu the sustainer and protector, and 
Lord Shiva the concluder of creation. [‘Tri’ = three; ‘Murti’ = form, image. | 


(36) fT ‘striguna’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a foundation upon which all the three 


(‘Tri’) legendary and celebrated Gunas (qualities that govern all characteristic features 
in this creation) rest; the Lord is a personified from of the three Gunas. [These three 
Gunas are known as Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna. They decide the 
character, the temperament, the inherent nature, the thought processes and the 
behaviour of all living beings in this world. The Sata Guna is the best, the Tama Guna 
is the worst, and the Raja Guna is the medium quality. Since the entire world is a 
revelation of the same Supreme Being known as Ram, it follows that the Lord also 
embodies these three Gunas because these Gunas are part of creation. In other words, 
whatever kinds of nature that exists in this creation is one or the other form of the 
Lord; there is nothing beyond it.] 


(37) Gat 11 *strayi//^ —The Lord who personifies the three Vedas, as well as all the 


three aspects of creation (such as the past, the present and the future). [‘Trayi’ = the 
three principle Vedas—the Rig/Rik Veda, the Sam Veda and the Yajur Veda. ] 


Rframfacrarcn quaeri: | Foran dēt epa || YI 


trivikramastrilokatma punyacaritrakirtanah/ 
trilokaraksako dhanvi dandakaranyavasakrt// 7 // 


Line no. 7 = 


(38) Afam *trivikrama'—The Lord (Sri Ram) had measured the entire 


creation/universe in three steps during his incarnation as Vaaman, the dwarf 
mendicant. [This is the fifth incarnation of Vishnu. When Bali, the grandson of 
Prahalad for whom Vishnu had incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world 
and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken 
the dwarfish form of a Brahmin mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he 
was requested by Aditi, the mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was 
famous for his charities, as a ‘Vaaman’ or a dwarf, and begged him for ground 
sufficient enough to be covered by his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali 
agreed, Vaaman measured the entire earth with one step, the heaven with the second 
step, and for the third step he measured Bali’s own head symbolizing the crown of the 
kingdom of Bali. He put his third step on Bali’s head and pushed the latter to the 
nether world. Hence, Vishnu is also called “Trivikram’—one who conquered the three 
worlds in three steps. But the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice 
done to a magnanimous Bali who had been righteous and firm in his vow of making 
charity, and never rescinded on his commitments. So, the Lord made him the king of 
the nether world, and himself took up the job of protecting him there as his 
gatekeeper. This incarnation of Lord Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh 
form which was the fourth. The idea behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the 
most humble looking man, represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can 
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indeed have the stupendous power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and 
kings lack. 

Since the word ‘Tri’ means three, and ‘Vikram’ means one who has obtained 
victory convincingly, the term *Trivikram' is used to mean Lord Vaaman as he had 
established his lordship over the three worlds by simply and literally walking or 
stepping over them.] 


(39) frere. ‘trilokatma’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Atma (soul) of the entire 


living creation consisting of the three worlds (‘Trilok’ = the terrestrial world, the 
subterranean world, and the heavens). 


(40) quami: | ‘punyacaritrakirtanah/’—The divine deeds of the Lord (Sri 


Ram) are most auspicious and holy to narrate. [‘Punya’ = auspicious, holy and 
righteous deeds; *Charitra” = deeds done by someone during his lifetime; his 
character, virtues, qualities and personality; ‘Kirtan’ = to sing aloud, applaud, praise 
publicly and laud someone’s greatness and great deeds vocally and articulately so that 
others can hear of them and join such applause. | 


(41) fete ‘trilokaraksako’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a protector of the three 
worlds [‘Trilok’— the terrestrial world, the subterranean world, and the heavens. 
‘Rakshako’—one who protects. | 


(42) dat '*dhanvP?— The Lord (Sri Ram) holds a glorious bow (in his hands). 


[‘Dhanush’, the bow, is called ‘Saarang’. ‘Dhanvi’ is the holder of this bow. Hence, it 
refers to Lord Vishnu who holds the Saarang bow. This bow is also known as the 
‘Shaankhya Dhanush’. It was made from the bones of demon named Shaankhya- 
chuda after he was killed by Lord Shiva. According to Krishna Upanishad of the 
Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 23, the Saarang bow of Lord Vishnu stands for the 
Vaishnavi Maya which is the primary form of Maya closely associated witty Vishnu. 
As a protector of the entire creation, Lord Ram—who is none else but Lord Vishnu 
himself, holds this bow to protect the entire creation. ] 


(43) «vemm dH || ‘dandakaranyavasakrt//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had lived 


(‘Vaas’) in the forest called Danda-kaaranya and performed or did (‘Krit’) many 
mystical deeds there. [The Dandakaaranya was the most uninhabitable and fierce part 
of the forest. It was infested by demons and ogres. This forest was the area where 
Lord Ram had spent the major part of his forest exile, and it covers all the events as 
mentioned in the ‘Aranya kand’ of the epic Ramayana/Ram Charit Manas. 

An interesting legend is associated with this forest. ‘Dandak’ was one of the 
hundred princes who were the sons of king Ikshvaku dynasty. Dandak was assigned to 
rule over this area. He was of a promiscuous nature and had once molested Arjaa, the 
daughter of his own Guru, moral preceptor and teacher, named Shukraachaarya. The 
Guru cursed him, and as a result the entire kingdom was decimated and reduced to an 
un-inhabitable and barren stretch of land. Since Dandak was the cause of this, the 
entire land was named after him to remind and warn the coming generation to be 
careful about what they do and how they behave. Since it was left alone from being 
overcrowded, sages, hermits and ascetics made it their home. Being thus blessed by 
their august presence, some of the curse was neutralized and it got the name 
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*Janasthaan'—a place that was inhabited by Gyanis or learned and realised souls. 
According to modern historians, the area of modern India that falls around Nasik, a 
city along the western seaboard of the country, was the area called Danda-kaaranya in 
ancient times.] 


SIETA Aa age: | frdfear fermer ferrent gE: cd 


ahalyapavanascaiva pitrbhakto varapradah/ 
jitendriyo jitakrodho jitalobho jagadguruh// 8// 


Line no. 8 = 


(44) 9Te «TH ata ‘ahalyapavanascaiva’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had made Ahilya 
*Paavan' or pure and freed her from her curse. [This refers to the incident when the 
Lord had touched a rock with his feet while on the way to sage Vishwamitra’s 
hermitage. This rock was Ahilya, the wife of sage Gautam, who had been turned into 
this form due to the curse of the sage due to some misunderstanding. The touch of the 
dust of the Lord’s feet had freed her from this curse, and she resumed her divine form 
and went back to her husband. | 


(45) AIAI ‘pitrbhakto’—The Lord (Sri Ram) was very devoted (obedient) to his 


father (Dasrath). [To wit, Lord Ram had willingly gone to the forest for fourteen years 
of exile as his father had wished it to his step-mother Kaikeyi, without harbouring any 
sort of anger against this ridiculous mandate of his father or offering any resistence of 
any kind. *Pitri” = related to one’s father; ‘Bhakta’ = one who is devoted to someone. | 


(46) qUI«: | ‘varapradah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) grants boons and blessings (to his 


devotees and followers). [‘Var’ = boons, blessings, grants, grace; ‘Prad’ = to give, 
bestow, grant, bless. ] 


(47) sda ‘jitendriyo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has exemplary self-restraint over his 


sense organs. ['Jita” = to obtain victory; ‘Jitendra’ = one who has obtained such 
victory; ‘Indri’ = sense organs. Refer name no. 13.] 


(48) Seo ‘jitakrodho’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has conquered/vanquished anger; the 


Lord has obtained victory over anger and wrathfulness. [‘Jit? = to conquer and obtain 
victory over; ‘Krodh’ = anger. | 


(49) SIS ‘jitalobho’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has conquered greed, desires, 


longings, avarice and rapacity; the Lord has overcome temptations for material things 
of the world and worldly gains, joys, pleasures and comforts. [‘Lobha’ = greed, 
avarice, rapacity. | 


(50) SMge: || ‘jagadguruh//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the preceptor and moral guide 
(‘Guru’) for the whole world (‘Jagat’). [The Lord teaches the world the correct path of 
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auspiciousness, truthfulness, righteousness, probity and propriety by his own 
example.] 


RIS PAAA: | PART: WÉTATRHÍSW: 11 g 11 


rksavanarasanghati citrakitasamasrayah/ 
jayantatranavaradah sumitraputrasevitah// 9// 


Line no. 9 = 


(51) swa *rksavānarasanghātī —The Lord (Sri Ram) had assembled, 
commanded and led an army of bears and monkeys. [This army accompanied the 
Lord from Kishkindha and helped him conquer Lanka and kill the demons led by 
Ravana to retrieve Sita who was abducted by this demon. The monkey army was led 
by Sugriv, the monkey king, and Jamvant, the bear king. ‘Riksha’ = bears; ‘Vaanar’ = 
monkeys; *Sanghaati” = a companion, a friend, an associate, an ally. ] 


(52) Pagem: | *citrakūtasamāšrayah/'—The Lord (Sri Ram) had lived and 
had taken shelter in Chitrakoot (during his sojourn in the forest). [“Chitrakoot’ was a 
pleasant area of the forest where Lord Ram lived before he entered the fearful area of 
the forest known as Dandakaaranya. Chitrakoot was where Bharat, his younger 
brother, had gone to try to persuade the Lord to come back to Ayodhya. In modern 
India it is in the central part of the country. *Aasray' = to take shelter in, to live or 
dwell in; a dwelling place. ] 


(53) saama: ‘jayantatranavaradah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had granted pardon 


to Jayant and saved him from the fear of death that was tormenting him. [Jayant was a 
mischievous son of Indra, the king of Gods. Once he had wished to test the might of 
Lord Ram, and so had assumed the form of a crow and pricked at the feet of Sita. 
When the Lord saw blood oozing out of the wound, he plucked a reed and used it as 
an arrow to punish Jayant. The latter went all over the heaven seeking protection, but 
no one—even his father Indra, was able to give him any assurance against the wrath 
of Lord Ram. Finally, seeing him terrified, sage Narad (Naarad) advised him to go 
plead for mercy with the Lord himself. When Jayant came to seek pardon from Lord 
Ram, the Lord excused him and granted him immunity from death. But since his 
arrow could not be failed, the Lord decided to make Jayant blind in one eye. It is 
believed that all the crows became blind in one eye since then. This is also the reason 
why crows are regarded as bad and ugly birds who are meat eaters. ‘Jayant’ = the son 
of Indra; ‘Tran’ = to remove or provide relief from torments, grief, pain and miseries; 
to grant protection, shelter, relief, security etc.; ‘Varad’ = to grant, bless, give boon, to 
assure immunity from fear. ] 


(54) offargaafad: || *sumitrāputrasevitah//'—The Lord (Sri Ram) was faithfully 
and diligently served by the son of Sumitra (i.e. Laxman, his younger brother who 
accompanied the Lord to the forest). [‘Sumitra’ = the mother of Laxman; ‘Putra’= 
son; ‘Sevit’ = served by. ] 
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deseas qaare: | Urges A WEDTHDWEnTS || 2o || 


sarvadevadhideva$ca mrtavanarajivanah/ 
mayamaricahanta ca mahabhago mahabhujah// 10// 


Line no. 10 = 


(55) wdedrfüedH ‘sarvadevadhidevasca’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Chief of all 
the Gods in this creation, he is superior to all of them and their Lord as he is the 
Supreme Being. [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Dev’ = God, Lord; ‘Devaa-dhi-dev’ = superior to all 
the Gods. ] 


(56) Haase: | ‘mrtavanarajivanah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had granted fresh 


life to the monkeys who had died (during the war of Lanka). [‘Mrit’ = those who had 
died; ‘Vaanar’ = monkey; ‘Jivan/Jeevan’ = life. ] 


(57) HAMAR ‘mayamaricahanta’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon 


Marich who had assumed a deceitful form (of a golden deer so that Ravana could 
steal Sita). [This incident happened in the part of the forest called Panch-Vati. Ravana 
was instigated by Supernakha, a demoness who was earlier deformed by Laxman on 
the instructions of Lord Ram when she tried to lure the Lord into having illicit 
relationship with her. He forced Marich to assume the form of a golden deer so 
attractive that it would motivate Sita to ask Lord Ram to bring it to her. Once the Lord 
went to capture it or hunt it down, Ravana got an opportunity to abduct Sita from the 
hermitage. Meanwhile, Lord Ram pursued Marich in the form of a golden deer and 
killed him. ‘Maya’ = deceitful, illusionary; ‘Maarich’ = a demon; ‘Hantaa’ = killer, 
slayer, eliminator, destroyer. ] 


(58) meri ‘mahabhago’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is most fortunate, extremely lucky, 


and blessed with unmatched good fortunes. [‘Maha’ = great, immense, vast; 
*Bhaagya' = good luck and fortune; ‘Bhaago’ = one who is fortunate and lucky. 


(59) H&S: || ‘mahabhujah//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has long arms. [That is, the 


Lord has a long reach; there is nothing that he can’t do or achieve, and he gives 
immense protection to his devotees with his all-able and strong hands. ‘Maha’ = great, 
large, long, vast; ‘Bhuj’ = arms.] 


adaga: Gea eur APT: | Fear velar: Gitafersse: 0 22 11 


sarvadevastutah saumyo brahmanyo munisattamah/ 
mahayogi mahodarah sugrivasthirarajyadah// 11// 


Line no. 11 = 
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(60) udaa: ‘sarvadevastutah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is praised, respected, 


honoured, revered and lauded by all the Gods. [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Dev’ = gods; ‘Stut’ = 
praised, lauded, honoured. ] 


(61) uet ‘saumyo’—The Lord (Sr Ram) is calm, poised, polite, civil and 
courteous. 


(62) sravat *brahmanyo'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to the Brahmins. [‘Brahmins’ 
are traditionally regarded as being learned and wise people. They are said to be 
ordained by the Creator to act as preachers and moral teachers and guides for the rest 
of the society.] 


(63) Ham: | *munisattamah/'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the best amongst the sages 


and seers. The Lord has all the best of the divine and the glorious virtues that great 
sages, hermits, seers and saints possess. [‘Muni’ = sages, hermits; ‘Sattam’ = the 
best. ] 


(64) merat *mahayogr—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a great ascetic and hermit. 
[‘Mahaa’ = great; ‘Yogi’ = ascetic, hermit.] 


(65) HAR: ‘mahodarah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is most magnanimous, munificent, 
benevolent and gracious; the Lord gives freely, liberally, charitably, and without 
reservations or inhibitions or discrimination. [‘Maho’ = great; ‘Udaar’ = 
magnanimous, benevolent, charitable, kind, broad-hearted giver. | 


(66) yanma: || 'sugrivasthirarajyadah//'—The Lord (Sri Ram) gave a 
stable (unchallenged) kingdom to Sugriv (the monkey king of Kishkindha whose 
army had helped the Lord conquer Lanka and retrieve Sita). [‘Sugriv’ = the monkey 
king of Kishkindha; ‘Sthir’ = steady, constant, unmoving and established; ‘Raajyad’ = 
to give kinghood to, to establish someone as a king, to grant a kingdom. ] 


JAARS: BATAAN: | smeges ASST: TA: AAT di 2211 


sarvapunyadhikaphalah smrtasarvaghanasanah/ 
adipuruso mahapurusah paramah purusastatha// 12// 


Line no. 12 = 


(67) wdqvamfirmmo: *sarvapunyadhikaphalah'— The Lord (Sri Ram) embodies all 


the greatest of rewards/fruits (‘Phal’) obtainable by doing things that are righteous, 
auspicious and proper (known as ‘Punya’). [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Punya’ = holy, auspicious 
and righteous deeds; ‘Aadhik’ = Punya etc., the highest or the best of results that can 
be obtained by doing the best kind of Punya and all such other acts and deeds that are 
good and right; ‘Phal’ = fruit, reward, result, consequences. | 
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(68) «param: | *smrtasarvaghanasanah/'—The Lord (Sri Ram) whose mere 
remembrance can destroy or eliminate all the gravest or densest of sins and their 
attendant greatest of misfortunes and punishment. [‘Smrit’ = to remember, invoke; 
‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Ghan’ = dense, grave; ‘Naashan’ = destroy, eliminate.] 


(69) 31 yey ‘adipuruso’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the primary and the most ancient 
Male (cosmic Lord) of creation. [It is from this ‘Aadi Purush’ that the rest of the 
creation has come into being. He is also called the ‘Viraat Purush'—the Lord who is 
as vast as the creation, and who is all-pervading and all-encompassing in this creation. 
There was nothing before the Aadi Purush. ‘Aadi’ = from the beginning, primary, 
primordial, ancient, initial, commencement of creation; ‘Purush’ = Male.] 


(70) Hetgea: *mahapurusah'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is great, exalted and a majestic 
Being; he is legendary, and a great and exalted Person; (literally a Male—a ‘Purush’, 


but implying the entire spectrum of the living world). [‘Mahaa’ = great; ‘Purush’ = 
Male.] 


(71) WA: AT || 'paramah purusastatha//"—The Lord (Sri Ram) is 


established as the Supreme Being. [‘Param’ = supreme and most exalted; ‘Purush’ = 
Male.] 


yd enu: quunpesh: bfemasadr feat dumb waa: li 2320 


punyodayo mahasarah puranapurusottamah/ 
smitavaktro mitabhāsī pūrvabhāsī ca raghavah// 13// 


Line no. 13 = 


(72) quara ‘punyodayo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) inspires or motivates goodness and 


auspicious virtues to arise, emerge, grow, develop and bloom. [‘Punya’ = 
auspiciousness and virtuousness; ‘Udaya’ = to rise, emerge.] 


(73) Hela: *mahasarah'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the greatest and the only essence 
of creation; the Lord is the only truthful principle of creation; the Lord is the essence 
of all spiritual pursuit and the teaching of the scriptures; the Lord is the essence of 
creation without which the creation would lose its meaning and existence; the Lord is 
the essence of all the teachings of the scriptures without which all these teachings 
would be meaningless. [‘Mahaa’ = great; ‘Saar’ = essence.] 


(74) POENTA: | *purāņapurusottamah/'—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is lauded, 
applauded, praised, recognized and honoured as being the most ancient Being, and as 
being the best amongst all the Gods mentioned in the Purans. (b) The Purans have 
recognized that the Lord is the best amongst all the Males (living beings) in this 
creation. [The term ‘Purshottam’ is usually employed to mean the Supreme Being 
known as Lord Vishnu whose incarnation is Lord Ram. The word ‘Puran’ has two 
meanings—one of course means ancient, and the other means a group of ancient 
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scriptures narrating mythological history. Therefore, both the above interpretations 
can be made. ‘Purhottam’ means ‘the best amongst all Males’. Since all the ‘Gods’ 
are also males, and they are all super-natural Beings who are superior to the human 
beings, it follows that Lord Ram is best amongst all these Gods also.] 


(75) feat *smitavaktro'—The Lord (Sri Ram) always has a sweet, pleasant, 


welcoming, reassuring and endearing smile on his lips. The Lord always speaks in a 
sweet and pleasant tone; he uses words that are soothing and pleasant to hear. [To wit, 
the Lord is very dear and pleasing to look at, and he is always cheerful, warm and 
welcoming in his gestures and words. ‘Smit’ = sweet, pleasant; ‘Vaktra’ = mouth.] 


(76) Aam *mitabhāsī'—The Lord (Sri Ram) speaks little, moderately, and only 


when required. [*Mit” = moderate, sparingly, little; *Bhaashi' = one who speaks, 
speaker. ] 


(77) qaare ‘purvabhasi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the most ancient speaker (as he is 


the Supreme Being before whom no one spoke anything— simply because there was 
no creation and a speaker before him). [‘Purva’ = first, before, preceding; ‘Bhaashi’ = 
speaker.] 


(78) 41 Waa: || ‘raghavah//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had taken a birth in the 
clan/dynasty of king Raghu (of Ayodhya). 


SET efTe premat were] 


anantagunagambhiro dhirodattagunottarah/ 
mayamanusacaritro mahadevabhipüjitah// 14// 


Line no. 14= 


(79) ITAP *anantagunagambhiro'— The Lord (Sri Ram) has measureless 
and countless virtues and qualities that are profound and great. He is tranquil, calm, 
serious, sober and earnest (in his demeanours and thoughts). [Inspite of the Lord 
possessing great and profound good virtues, he is not showing them off or boasting of 
them. The Lord is not haughty or arrogant or egoist that he has such exemplary 
qualities in him. ‘Anant’ = without an end; ‘Guna’ = virtues and qualities; ‘Gambhir’ 
— dense, profound, serious, sober, tranquil and calm.] 


(80) sfera: | ‘dhirodattagunottarah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) possesses the 


grand virtues of steadiness, patience, courage and fortitude (‘Dhir’), is a liberal, 
charitable and magnanimous donor (‘Daataa’), and is beyond the tainting effects of 
the various Gunas (qualities—‘gunottar’). 


(81) ATS U ‘mayamanusacaritro’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had assumed the 
illusionary form of a human being, and behaved like one. [To treat Lord Ram as an 
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ordinary human being is therefore wrong, as this form is only an illusionary form 
created by the delusion-creating powers—called ‘Maya’—of the Supreme Being who 
has no forms. ‘Maya’ = delusions, illusions; *Maanush' = man, human being, 
‘Chaaritra’ = deeds done, life and character.] 


(82) meraga: 11 *mahadevabhipüjitah//^—The Lord (Sri Ram) is worshipped 
by the greatest of Gods; the Lord is worshipped by Lord Shiva known as Mahaa-deva. 
[‘Mahaa’ = great and most exalted; ‘Devaa’ = God; ‘Maha-dev’ = Lord Shiva who 
occupies an exalted position amongst the pantheon of Gods as he is regarded as very 
wise, enlightened and self-realised; ‘Pujita’ = worshipped. ] 


Ugefssrranter: uddtdmut R: | Tam: BRU: UR: When gR: d 24 


setukrjjitavārīšah sarvatirthamayo harih/ 
Syamangah sundarah Sirah pitavasa dhanurdharah// 15// 


Line no. 15 = 


(83) aad *setukrta'—The Lord (Sri Ram) built a bridge (over the ocean to cross 
over to Lanka). [‘Setu’ = bridge; ‘Krit’ = a deed or action. ] 


(84) fssraanisr: *jjitavari$ah' —The Lord (Sri Ram) had conquered the Lord of rain 


(ocean). [‘Jit? = to win, conquer, vanquish; ‘Vaarish’ = Lord of rain. The ocean is the 
‘Lord of rain’ because it is from the ocean that the clouds derive their quota of rain. 
The water of the ocean evaporates due to the heat of the sun, and when this reaches 
higher atmosphere it cools down and condenses in the form of clouds. Without the 
ocean there will be no rain-bearing clouds simply because there will be no reservoir as 
large and vast and endless as the ocean to supply the clouds with their extraordinary 
large requirement of water molecules.] 

{It will be pertinent to note here that we must read these two names together 
in order to make sense of them. These names refer to the event when Lord Ram had 
constructed the bridge over the ocean to reach Lanka to kill the fierce demons and 
retrieve Sita held captive by their king Ravana. The patron god of the ocean, known 
as 'Vaarish', would not give the Lord a passage inspite of the Lord's earnest 
pleadings. So finally the Lord drew his bow and arrow to dry up the ocean. Then the 
ocean became terrified, and conceded to the Lord request. Thus the bridge was built 
by the Lord. This bridge symbolically implied the Lord's victory over the ocean 
which was a formidable and horrifying obstacle to be overcome. 

Now the meaning of the two names would become clear. They mean that— 
‘The Lord tamed the ocean by constructing a bridge over it. The Lord overcame the 
formidable barrier created by the ocean that prevented him from crossing over to 
Lanka by constructing a bridge across it. The Lord literally became victorious by 
winning the war (‘Jit’) of attrition with the ocean (‘Vaarish’), which was stubborn and 
not allowing the Lord to cross over it so as to reach Lanka, by his magical deed or act 
(‘Krit’) of constructing a bridge (‘Setu’) across it (the ocean). } 


241 


(85) aad ‘sarvatirthamayo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an embodiment of all the 


holy pilgrim sites. The holy form of the Lord is equivalent to the holiness of all the 
pilgrim places taken together. [That is, the Lord is as holy as any holy site 
independently or all the holy sites taken together. Thus, if one takes refuge at the holy 
feet of Lord Ram, then he is deemed to have gone to a great religious place. All the 
goodness and spiritual welfare and benefits that can accrue to a person by visiting 
holy pilgrim places are also available to him if he takes refuge in the holy feet of Lord 
Ram. In this context, refer to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 129 where sage Valmiki says the same thing. ‘Sarwa’ = all; 
‘Tirtha’ = pilgrim sites; ‘Mayo’ = like, equivalent to.] 


(86) gR: | *harih/"— The Lord (Sri Ram) steals or takes away (all the vices, negative 


qualities, sins, evil, misfortunes and the like from his devotees so that they do not 
have to suffer their consequences). [‘Hari’ is a term applied to Lord Vishnu. It 
literally means one who steals. But it does not mean that the Supreme Lord steals 
valuables and material things from men; he is not a ‘thief’ or a ‘thug’. The Lord takes 
away vices and the like from his devotees so that they are rendered pure and holy. | 


(87) wuTHTg: '$yamangah'—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a form that is dark- 
complexioned. [The Lord has a dark-complexioned body like that of a rain-bearing 
cloud or that of the dark-blue sky. This colour has a metaphoric and symbolic 
significance. Lord Vishnu is the Supreme Being who is as vast, infinite, fathomless, 
formless, all-encompassing and all-pervading as the sky. He is the sustainer and 
protector of life in this creation like the rain which is like the nectar of life for the 
earth. The earth and all its life would parch to death if there was no rain. So this 
allusion to the colour of the rain-bearing cloud and the sky is used when referring to 
the complexion of the Lord. ‘Shyaam’ = dark, black, deep-blue, purple; ‘Ang’ = parts 
of the body. ] 


(88) Yt: ‘sundarah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is beautiful and charming in every 
conceivable respect, both in the spiritual sense as well as in the temporal sense. 


(89) IR: *sūrah*—The Lord (Sri Ram) is brave, valiant and courageous. 


(90) aara ‘pitavasa’—The Lord (Sri Ram) wears a yellow coloured cloth called 
the Pitambar. [‘Peet’ = yellow; ‘Vaasa’ = cloth used to wrap the body.] 


(91) qq: I! ‘dhanurdharah//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) holds a bow. [See name no. 
42 also. ‘Dhanur’ = bow; ‘Dhar’ = to hold.] 


aaa sat mafa: | frafegufacsran adramTafsia: 11 28 11 


sarvayajnadhipo yajfio jaramaranavarjitah/ 
Sivalingapratisthata sarvaghaganavarjitah// 16// 


Line no. 16 = 
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(92) adaf 'sarvayajfiadhipo'— The Lord (Sri Ram) presides over all fire 
sacrifices and other religious rituals. The Lord is the Supreme Deity to whom all the 
sacrifices are made and offerings meant for. [‘Sarwa’ = all; *Yagya” = fire and other 
religious sacrifices; ‘Dhip’ = presiding Lord or deity.] 


(93) "mil ‘yajno’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is himself a personified form of the fire 
sacrifice and other religious rituals. The Lord is as holy and pure as the sacrifice itself. 
[To wit, when one worships the sacred fire during the sacrifice, one is actually 
worshipping Lord Ram. It is Lord Ram who is worshipped through the offerings and 
oblations made during the fire sacrifice.] 


(94) sams id: | ‘jaramaranavarjitah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) does not become 
old, does not suffer from old age related problems such as the degeneration of the 
body, and he does not die. [This is simply because the Lord is eternal and 
imperishable. ‘Jaraa? = old age; ‘Maran’ = death; ‘Varjit? = is immune from, is 
prevented from. ] 


(95) Rafgas *Šivalingapratisthātā'—The Lord (Sri Ram) had established 
and consecrated the Shiva Lingam (a symbol of Shiva). [This refers to the Shiva 
Lingam that Lord Ram had established before crossing the ocean to Lanka. This 
‘Shiva Lingam' is called ‘Rameshwaram’ after Lord Ram. It has to meanings—‘the 
Lord, Ishwar, of Ram—i.e. Lord Shiva whom Sri Ram himself worshipped’, and ‘the 
Lord (Shiva) whose Ishwar (Lord God) is none else but Sri Ram—i.e. Lord Shiva 
himself worships Lord Sri Ram’. Besides this Shiva-Lingam, Lord Ram had 
established a number of Shiva-Lingams when he became the King of Ayodhya after 
the conquest of Lanka. These two facts are narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda 
Vyas, in (i) Uddha Kand/Lanka Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 1-4; and (11) Uttar Kand, 
Canto 4, verse no. 27 respectively. 'Shiva-linga' = a symbol or idol of Shiva; 
‘Pratisthaata’ = one who establishes. | 


(96) «drmmrafsi: || ‘sarvaghaganavarjitah//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is absolutely 
free from any kind of inauspiciousness, negativity, vices, sin and evil etc., no matter 
how grave and overbearing they may be. All such bad and lowly qualities in this 
creation, even of the most potent kind, are prevented from tainting the Lord in any 
way. He is immune from their influence and negative effects. [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Agha’ = 
sins and negativity; ‘Ghan’ = density of quality; ‘Varjit? = prevented, immune, 
prohibited. ] 


THe Ui da ufeqenreefee: | K Safa: Wi STH WUT: WIA: || 2 II 


paramatma param brahma saccidanandavigrahah/ 
param jyotih param dhama parakasah paratparah// 17// 


Line no. 17 = 
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(97) TAT *paramatma'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Atma, the Supreme 
Soul, the Supreme Being, and the Supreme Lord God of creation. He is the 
transcendental Atma or the transcendental Being. ['Par” = supreme and 
transcendental; ‘Atma’ = soul.] 


(98) X Fa ‘param brahma’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Being in this 


creation who is known as ‘Brahm’. [The word ‘Brahm’ refers to the cosmic 
Consciousness and also as Pranav and OM. Brahm is uniform, all-pervading, all- 
encompassing, omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent and supreme universal Truth of 
existence. Everything has come into being from Brahm and would finally merge into 
Brahm. This term is used extensively in the Upanishads to imply the cosmic 
Consciousness known as the Parmaatma or the Supreme Being. | 


(99) Ufete<faye: | ‘saccidanandavigrahah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a 
personified form or an image or an embodiment (Vigraha) of ‘truth’ (Satya), 
‘consciousness and enlightenment’ (Chid), and their attendent ‘bliss and beatitude’ 
(Anand). [‘Saccha’ = true; ‘Chid’ = consciousness; ‘Anand’ = bliss; ‘Vigraha’ = 
image, form, idol.] 


(100) wi Saft: *param jyotih'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an embodiment of supreme 
light; the Lord is the ‘supreme source of light’ that illuminates everything in this 
creation. [The word ‘Param’ implies something that is supreme, the most magnificent, 
the highest and the best. The word ‘Jyoti’ means ‘light’. Therefore the meaning is that 
the Lord is the supreme source of all knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment that 
illuminates the world by removing the darkness of ignorance. It is a metaphoric term 
to also mean a supreme entity that injects life (represented by light) into the otherwise 
lifeless world (represented by darkness). 


(101) WX 9TH *pararn dhama'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the ultimate destination and 
abode for the soul of the creature; he is the final destination where all those who want 
to go to heaven reach; he is the final resting place for the entire creation and its 
creatures. [‘Param’ = supreme; ‘Dhaam’ = abode.] 


(102) THIRST: *paraka$ah'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the transcendental space that 
fills what is commonly known as the sky; the cosmic sky; the great ‘sky element’. To 
wit, the Lord is like the deep recesses of the cosmos or the sky (‘Akash’) which is 
vast, fathomless and endless, is without any attributes, is taintless, uncorrupt, all- 
pervading, all-encompassing and all-including. The Lord is subtler than the sky which 
is the subtlest of the five elements (the other elements being air, fire, water and earth). 
The Lord is beyond the extent of the sky, and surrounds the sky from the outside. 
[‘Paraa’ = transcendental, beyond, out of reach; ‘Akaash’ = sky. ] 


(103) "TG: || ‘paratparah//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is transcendental and supreme. 


There is nothing beyond the Lord. He is beyond the reach and purview of the 
perception of the sense organs as well as of the mind and the intellect. 
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WEST: TT: UR: Baas: fra: | mf SATIS ATTA VIAA || 22 II 
Taree eta wa Herd AATA 123i (o Io 3421 30—XC) 


paresah paragah parah sarvabhütatmakah Sivah/ 


.: Z = 


guhyadguhyataram devi tava snehat prakirtitam// 19 // 
[Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, 281/30—48.] 


Line no. 18 = 


(104) TNT: ‘paresah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the supreme Lord. The Lord Sri Ram 
is the supreme and the best ruler. [/Par' = supreme and transcendental; ‘Ish’ = lord.] 


(105) WT: ‘paragah’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) helps all the creatures to cross this 


world of transmigration and delusions. (b) The Lord helps everyone to cross the ocean 
of miseries, sins and misfortunes. 


(106) WR: ‘parah’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is transcendental and established beyond 
everything else in this creation. 


(107) Hdd T: *sarvabhūtātmakah'—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Atma (soul; 


the consciousness) that lives in the bosom of all living creatures. The Lord has 
revealed himself as the Atma of all living beings. All mortal creatures are a form of 
the Lord. The mortal living beings are different images of the same Lord who has 
revealed himself in all their forms. (b) The Lord is revealed in the form of all the 
primary elements of creation known as the Bhuts; he is the essence of these elements. 
[The mortal creatures are called ‘Bhut’ because they are mortal, are subject to death, 
and are not the truth of creation like the phantom or the ghost which are illusionary by 
nature and have no real existence. The other meaning of the term ‘Bhut’ is the 
element. There are said to be five primary elements in creation from which the rest of 
the visible creation was moulded by the supreme Creator. These elements are sky, air, 
water, fire and earth. All living beings have their gross physical body made out of 
these five elements. ‘Sarwa? = all; ‘Bhut? = ghost, phantom, primary elements of 
creation, mortal living beings; ‘Bhutaatmak’ = in the form of the Atma or soul or 
consciousness or essence or the fundamental basis of these Bhuts.] 


(108) a: | ‘Sivah/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is holy, beautiful, truthful, eternal, 


enlightened, wise, and consciousness personified. [The word ‘Shiva’ pertains to all 
these eclectic virtues at once.]’ 


Line no. 18-19: Lord Shiva said to Parvati—‘So concludes the one hundred divine 

Names of Lord Ramchandra. Goddess (Parvati), these are very esoteric, mystical and 

enigmatic by nature, but out of my affection for you I have divulged them to you.’ 
[Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 281, verse nos. 30-48. ] 
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Then Lord Shiva told Parvati that anyone who devotedly does Japa with these names, 
or remembers them, is liberated from the bad effects of countless sins that he may 
have committed in as many countless previous lives. And therefore he becomes 
eligible for obtaining emancipation and salvation. 


Kk K kK k 2K k 


(2.2) Anand Ramayan, Purva Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 32-51 


ĀTRA 


Tad HOT TTA SRA | MTG GT Teele WAST dU 2i 
$rirama$atanamastotra 
Sambhuruvaca 


raghavam karunakaram bhavanasanam duritapaham/ 
madhavam khagagāminam jalaripinam paramesvaram// 1// 


Line no. 1— 


(1) Wa ‘raghavarh’—Lord Sri Ram who took birth in the clan/dynasty of king 
Raghu (of Ayodhya). 


(2) Hest *karunakaram'— Lord Sri Ram is merciful and compassionate. 


(3) Saat ‘bhavanasanarh’—Lord Sri Ram destroys the world of delusions. 


[‘Bhav’ = the mortal world of transmigration and delusions with its characteristic 
problems and sufferings; *Naashnam' = one who destroys.] 


(4) RaT | ‘duritapaham/’—Lord Sri Ram devours sins and evils swiftly, along 


with the torments and miseries created by them. [‘Durit’ = quickly; ‘Taap’ = torments 
created by sins. ] 


(5) maa *madhavarn'—The Lord (Sri Ram) who is known as Maadhav. [‘Maadhav’ 


is an epithet for Lord Vishnu. It commemorates the slaying of the demon named 
Madhu by the Lord. The legend associated with this killing is that two demons named 
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Madhu and Kaitav had tried to kill Brahma, the creator. Then Lord Vishnu had fought 
and killed them. This story appears in Devi-Bhaagwat Puran, 1.4.9.] 


(6) EIT ‘khagagaminarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who travels astride the Bird 


(known as Garud—the legendary Heron or Eagle). [This refers to Lord Vishnu who 
rides on Garud. *Khag' = bird; *Gaamin' = to travel.] 


(7) Tee *jalarüpinar'— The Lord (Sri Ram) who is established in the form of 


the water. [This implies that the life-giving water possesses this quality because the 
Lord is present in it in a subtle form. Left to its own account water is a gross element. 
But the fact that it harbours life and is the nectar of life is due to the subtle presence of 
the Supreme Being in it. The Lord imparts the water its life sustaining and fostering 
capabilities. ‘Jal’ = water; ‘Rupinam’ = in the form of.] 


(8) TÄNT ‘parameśvaram// 1//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Lord. 
[| Param' = Supreme; ‘Ishwar’ = Lord.] || 2 1 


Toh SAP Tae KOA | aT Tot Shea AST VEND dp ovi 


palakam janatarakam bhavaharakam ripumarakam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadisvaram nararüpinam raghunandanam// 2// 


Line no. 2— 


(9) Wem ‘palakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the sustainer, protector, caretaker and 
nourisher of this creation. 


(10) sd *janatarakam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) provides liberation and 
deliverance to even the ordinary living beings who are subjects of his creation. The 
Lord helps the ordinary creature to get across this ocean-like world of transmigration 
and delusions. [‘Jan’ = public, common man, subjects of a kingdom; ‘Taarak’ = one 
who takes across, one who gives freedom from bondage and the entangling web of 
this world. | 


(11) sagn ‘bhavaharakarh’ —The Lord (Sri Ram) removes all the spiritual fetters 
or hurdles created by this world of delusions and transmigration of soul, a world 
which is like a web of birth and death along with their attendant troubles and miseries. 
[‘Bhava’ = the world of delusions and transmigration with their characteristic 
problems and sufferings; ‘Haarakam’ = one who removes or eliminates. ] 


(12) RIAA | ‘ripumarakam/’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) kills or crushes one's 
enemies. [Here meaning that the Lord Sri Ram removes all sources of torments, 
horrors and miseries that terrify his devotees or those who seek shelter with him. 
‘Ripu’ = enemy; ‘Maarakam’ = one who kills.] 
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(13) Tl At Stat *tvārn bhaje jagadi$varar—Oh Lord (Sri Ram), I worship, 
revere, adore, honour, pray and pay my obeisance to you who are the Lord God of the 
entire world (creation). [‘Twam’ = you; ‘Bhaje? = worship, pray, adore, pay 
obeisance; ‘Jagdishwar’ = Lord of the world.] 


(14) nefi *nararüpinam'— The Lord (i.e. the Supreme Being known by the name 


of Sri Ram) is in the form of a human being. [‘Nar’ = man, human being; ‘Rupinam’ 
= in the form of.] 


(15) 4111 ‘raghunandanam// 2//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is born as a son in the 
race of kings belonging to the Raghu dynasty (of Ayodhya). [‘Raghu’ = an ancient of 
the kingdom of Ayodhya; ‘Nandanam’ = a son.] || 3 II 


sere sued sat sien | 3f eH AT goai US 11 311 


bhüdhavam vanamalinam ghanarupinam dharanidharam/ 
$riharim trigunatmakam tulasidhavam madhurasvaram// 3// 


Line no. 3— 


(16) Yad *bhüdhavar'—He (Sri Ram) is the Lord (emperor; king) of the whole 
earth, and has sway over its realm. [‘Bhu’ = earth; ‘Dhavam’ = lord, master.] 


(17) amf *vanamalinar'— The Lord (Sri Ram) wears a garland of flowers that 


is called the Vanmaala. [The Vanmaala is a garland worn by Vishnu which is made of 
flowers of the wild forest (Van). The flowers of the garland are of a wide variety with 
those of the Kadamba tree (Nauclea cadamba) being in its centre, or being the 
dominant ones. Sometimes, marigold, daisy or xanthium flowers are shown as being 
used in this garland. 

According to the Atharva Veda tradition's Gopal Uttar Tapini Upanishad, 
verse no. 40, the Vanmaala is a symbolic representation of the primary Maya 
(delusion creating powers of Brahm) which itself has no birth (because it 1s an integral 
part of Brahm which has no birth or beginning). This is why your (Brahma's) mental- 
born sons (such as Sankaadi) call ‘Avidya’ (ignorance having its genesis in Maya or 
delusions) a form of garland around my neck. 

This world is revealed from the Viraat Purush, the primary and primordial 
form of Vishnu. This world is characterized by a the dominance of ignorance that 
prevents the creature from being aware of the actual ‘truth’ of creation and his own 
‘self’, thereby forcing him to remain trapped in this cycle of birth and death, and 
suffering from their accompanying horrors and agonies. This is due to the influence of 
Maya which acts like a millstone around the neck of the creature. Hence, the 
metaphor of the garland symbolizing Maya and Avidya around the neck of Vishnu is 
cited here because of the simple reason that the Viraat Purush has revealed himself as 
the creature, and Maya acts like a millstone that is worn like a garland around the 
neck of this creature. 
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The garland is also a metaphor for the stupendous responsibility that Lord 
Vishnu has as the care-taker, sustainer and protector of this creation created by Maya. 
This world is like a mill-stone around the Lord's neck, a bridle or a throat-latch which 
he carries with pleasure and without complaining at all. 

Since the world is such a beautiful and enchanting place for the reason that it 
is created by Maya, this garland is also depicted as being bewitchingly beautiful just 
like the fascinating world it has managed to create. 

This world is created by Maya, the power of the Lord to conjure up an 
extremely fascinating world from nothing, something which is not the reality, and is 
therefore deluding for those who think it to be real. The magic is that the Lord 
manages to maintain a fine balance between the two—he helps the Maya to perpetrate 
this creation, and at the same time keeps tight leash on its vagaries. 

The garland is like an honour bestowed upon the Lord to mark the fact that the 
Lord has most expertly, avidly, diligently and wisely taken good care of the world 
with all its diversities and incongruities created by Maya, without ever complaining or 
failing in his duties, but miraculously remaining free from the effects of delusions that 
this Maya creates in this world. 

From the perspective of the creature, if he falls in the trap of the attractions of 
the fascinating world around him, a world created by Maya, he wears this symbolic 
garland of Maya around his own neck that would act as a heavy burden on his chest. 
On the other hand, if he is wise and erudite to remain detached from the world inspite 
of doing his assigned duties diligently, he would be like Lord Vishnu himself. The 
former type of creature is trapped in this world of delusions, while the latter type is 
said to be spiritually liberated and delivered.] 


(18) refi *ghanarüpinarn'—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is a personified form or a 
treasury of all the greatest of virtues and glories. (b) The Lord (Sri Ram) has a form 
that is dark as the rain-bearing cloud. [‘Ghan’ = dense, concentrated, treasury; rain- 
bearing dark clouds; ‘Rupinam’ = having a form like it.] 


(19) TTT | ‘dharanidharam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who bears the 


burden of the earth; the Lord supports, protects and nourishes the earth and the entire 
gamut of life on it and inside it. ["Dharni” = earth; ‘Dharanam’ = one who holds. ] 


(20) ate *srīharirn—The Lord (Sri Ram) is none else but Lord Vishnu who is 


known as Sri Hari. [This is because the word ‘Sri’ refers to goddess Laxmi, the patron 
goddess of wealth and prosperity, who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu, and the 
word ‘Hari’ relates to Lord Vishnu himself. The Lord is called ‘Hari’ because he 
literally steals or removes or snatches all the miseries, grief, pain, troubles and 
misfortunes of his devotees and followers, and makes them happy and free from 
worries. “Sri” = well-being, prosperity, majesty and achievements; “Hari” = one who 
steals or eliminates or removes. 

Another interpretation of the term ‘Sri-Harim’ is that Lord Ram has all the 
majesty, magnificence and glory that exist in this creation as the Supreme Lord of this 
world. At the same time, Lord Ram removes all the pain, misfortunes, miseries and 
grief of his devotees. ] 


(21) FTAs ‘trigundatmakarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) embodies all the three Gunas 
in this creation. [The three Gunas are Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna. These 
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*Gunas' are the inherent qualities and virtues that are present in all the living beings in 
this creation, and they determine the character and nature of all individuals. Since this 
entire creation is a revelation of the same Supreme Being, since everything that exists 
has its origin in the Supreme Being, and since the Supreme Being pervades uniformly 
throughout this creation—it follows that these three Gunas are also a part of the 
Supreme Being known as Lord Sri Ram. It is through these three Gunas that the 
Supreme Being controls the functioning of the entire world. “Tri” = three; “Guna” = 
basic qualities or attributes of creation.] 


(22) gedttīa *tulasidhavar' —He (Sri Ram) is the Lord (husband) of Tulsi. [It is the 


holy Basil plant which is regarded as very sacred by the followers of Lord Vishnu (i.e. 
the Vishnu cult called the Vaishnavs). Its botanical name is Ocymum sanctum. It is 
said to have been born out of the tears of bliss and happiness of Lord Vishnu at the 
time when the pitcher containing the Amrit, the ambrosia of bliss and eternity, had 
emerged from the ocean when the latter was churned by the gods and the demons. The 
leaves of this plant are used to sanctify food offered to Lord Vishnu, and the dried 
wood of the tree is used for fire sacrifices, during cremation rites and also for making 
beads of the prayer rosary. In a personified form, Tulsi is regarded as a goddess very 
dear to Vishnu. 

According to another legend, there was a demon named Jaalandhar who had a 
chaste wife named Brindaa. Lord Shiva had tried his best to kill him but failed due to 
the spiritual powers of his wife Brindaa. At that time Lord Vishnu had broken her 
vows of chastity by stratagem, and when Brindaa came to know about it she cursed 
Vishnu that he would become a stone. Vishnu accepted the curse with respect because 
he knew that Brindaa was immaculate and was not at fault, but it was necessary to 
violate her vows so that her cruel demon husband could be killed. So instead of 
counter-cursing or showing his wrath, Vishnu blessed her and said that even in his 
form as a stone he would still have the greatest of respect for her and keep her over 
his head as a token of this. Vishnu thus became a stone known as ‘Shaligraam’ and 
Brindaa became the Tulsi plant whose leaves are always placed on the top of the 
Shaligraam to worship the Lord. 

According to the Shiv Puran, Rudra Sanhita, Khanda 5 (Uddha Khanda), 
Cantos 36-40, there was a demon named Shankha-chud, and his chaste wife was 
called Tulsi. Lord Shiva as well as the great goddess of death Mahakaali had tried 
their best to slay this demon, but were unsuccessful. It was then that Lord Vishnu had 
made Tulsi fall from grace by some trick so that ultimately Shiva, as Rudra, was able 
to kill him. When Tusli came to know about the trick played upon her by Vishnu, she 
cursed him to become a stone. Lord Shiva counter-cursed her that she would become 
a river known as ‘Gandaki’. But Lord Vishnu intervened and forgave her, and said 
that he willingly accepts her curse as well as her as his symbolic consort. So it 
happened that Vishnu became a stone known as ‘Shaaligram’ that is found in this 
river, and Tulsi became a tree that grew on its bank. The leaves of this ‘Tulsi’ tree is 
regarded as the only thing that is acceptable to Lord Shaaligram—a metaphoric way 
of saying that Lord Vishnu can only be pleased by the touch of Tulsi.] 


(23) "qw 'madhurasvaram// 3//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a sweet and 
pleasant voice and speech. He talks pleasantly and courteously. [‘Madhu’ = sweet; 
*Swaram' = tone of voice.] || 3 lI 
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Fe MOIS AYA ATTOHY | ca Aol orca eT Xp di vil 


Srikaram Saranapradam madhumarakam vrajapalakam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadisvaram nararüpinam raghunandanam// 4// 


Line no. 4— 


(24) tat 'órikarar The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who provides or creates 


‘Sri’—1.e. he is the Lord who bestows all prosperity and successes, as well as all the 
majesty, grand virtues and magnificent glories that are obtainable in this world. [‘Sri’ 
= worldly achievements, glory, majesty, prosperity and welfare; ‘Karam’ = one who 
does something or brings about some happening. | 


(25) ITE ‘Saranapradarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) gives or grants refuge and shelter 


as well as protection to all those who seek it in his holy feet. [‘Sharan’ = to seek 
shelter or refuge at someone's feet for protection; ‘Pradam’ = to grant or give.] 


(26) Hg ‘madhuméarakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon named 


Madhu. [The legend associated with this killing is that two demons named Madhu and 
Kaitav had tried to kill Brahma, the creator. Then Lord Vishnu had fought and killed 
them. This story appears in Devi-bhaagwat Puran, 1.4.9. ‘Madhu’ = name of a demon; 
‘Marakam’ = one who killed.] 


(27) ATIF | ‘vrajapalakam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had protected and taken 


care of the residents of Vraj (Brindaavan). [This refer to Lord Vishnu's incarnation as 
Lord Krishna. The Lord had protected the residents of Brindaavan against the tyranny 
of Kansha. ‘Vraj? = the place where Lord Krishna spent his childhood days; 
*Paalakam' = the one who protects and sustains.] 


a mp ck ne Arty ‘tvarh bhaje jagadiévaram nararūpiņari 
raghunandanam// 4//'—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the 
world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to 
the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 2.] || 411 


faze IZT SIETA TARA | pd THAN FWA TMT |i 4 


vitthalam mathurasthitam rajakantakam gajamarakam/ 
sannutam bakamarakam vrsaghatakam turagardanam// 5// 


Line no. 5— 


(28) fag@ ‘vitthalarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also known as Vitthal. [Lord Vitthal, 


also known as Panduranga, is a form of Lord Vishnu that is worshipped in the south 
of India, especially in the south-western state of Maharastra in a district known as 
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Sholapur. This idol has its chief seat in a town by the name of Pandharapur. It is 
situated in the confluence of the two rivers Bhima and Chandrabhaga. 

The image is depicted as standing on a brick, with the hands on the waist. 

The legend associated with this form of the Lord is briefly as follows—Long 
age, in a small village named Lohadandapur, a son was born to a Brahmin family. He 
was brought up well and married to a lovely and cultured girl, but was wayward in his 
behaviour. In order to constant reprimands from his parents, he separated from them 
and went away with his wife. Heartbroken, the parents decided to go on a pilgrim to 
Varanasi, the worldly abode of Lord Shiva. Hearing this, Pundalika Vitthal also 
decided to go to Varanasi. He hired a horse and travelled in comfort. En-route, he met 
his aged parents trudging on foot, but he ignored them. 

It so happened that on the way he came to a hermitage of sage Kukkuta, and 
asked him the way to Varanasi. The sage neglected him. Pundalike was annoyed, and 
wandered around the hermitage when he saw three unkempt women entering the place 
and cleaning it with their open hairs. When they came out, they were transformed into 
well-groomed and radiant women. Awe-struck at this wonder, Pundalika asked them 
for an explanation. They said that they were personified forms of the three holy rivers, 
Ganges, Yamuna and Saraswati. They are constantly being polluted by sinful people 
taking a dip in them, and therefore once in a while they come here to get their purity 
restored. Asked how the sage gets this mystical power, the three women replied that it 
is because the sage serves his old parents with great devotion. 

A thunderbolt literally struck Pundalika. He went in and prostrated before sage 
Kukkuta, and retraced his step to where his old parents were trudging towards 
Varanasi. Pundilaka spent the rest of the years serving his parents with the greatest of 
love and devotion, taking them to pilgrim places and taking care of their needs with 
the greatest of diligence. 

Lord Narayan (Vishnu) was very pleased with his devotion for his parents, and 
one day he decided to visit his home to see personally how he serves his parents. 
When the Lord came, Pundalika was busy serving his parents, and he did not pay 
much attention to the Lord except to gesture him to be seated on a slab of stone. The 
Lord however was extremely pleased, and he watched in fascination how Pundalika 
was going about his duties. The Lord was smiling, and his hands were on his waist as 
he watched. 

It is believed that Lord Narayan was so transfixed with this show of love by 
Pundalika that he became meditative, and forever became immobile—like a ‘stone’. 
Since the Lord had manifested himself because of Pundalika, the latter's name was 
added to the name of Lord Narayan. 

The word 'Panduranga' in Marathi means ‘white’ though Lord Vishnu is 
known to have a dark complexion like that of a rain-bearing cloud or that of the sky, 
as also the fact that the image is also made of dark black stone. The reason is that 
‘white’ is a colour of purity and holiness, as well as that of Sata Guna, the best of the 
three Gunas. 

Another reason is that it is believed that earlier Lord Shiva was worshipped 
here, and since Shiva smears the ash of the fire sacrifice on his body because he is 
depicted as an ascetic, the complexion of his body is ‘white’ or grey like that of the 
ash. 

The word ‘Vit’ in Marathi language spoken in that part of India means ‘a 
brick’, and ‘Tthala’ means ‘to stand’. Therefore, the Lord who stands on a brick, and 
is immobile like a stone, is called ‘Vitthal’. 
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Vitthal is also said to incorporate all the three gods of the Trinity—Brahma the 
creator who is represented by the word ‘Vi’ derived from ‘Vidhi’—the god who 
decides destiny, ‘Ttha’ for Lord Shiva who is also known as Neelkantha, the Lord 
with a blue-purple neck, and ‘La’ referring to Lord Vishnu who is the husband of 
Laxmi, the goddess of prosperity and wealth. 

The combined name of this revelation of Lord Vishnu thus came to be known 
as ‘Pandulika Vitthal’. 

There is a legend behind the brick too. Earlier, when the king of gods, Indra, 
has killed the demon Vrittasur with his weapon known as Vajra, the demon cursed 
him to become a stone. Indra rushed to Lord Vishnu to do something to save him. The 
Lord told him that the curse cannot be avoided, but Indra should go to Pandharpur and 
become a brick there till the time the Lord would come personally to provide him 
liberation from this curse by the touch of the dust of his holy feet. It was the same 
brick that Pundalika had offered to Lord Narayan to be seated. Thus, with the touch of 
Lord Vishnu’s holy feet, Indra was freed from his curse. 

Now a question arises, why this form of the Lord is called ‘Panduranga’ which 
means white. | 


(29) agaa 'mathurasthitar— The Lord (Sri Ram) is established in Mathura. 


[Mathura is a holy place like Ayodhya where Lord Krishna, the incarnation of Vishnu 
in the Dwapar Yug (era) that followed that of Lord Ram in the Treta Yug, did his 
worldly deeds. This holy name shows that both Lord Krishna and Lord Ram are the 
same, only they were born in different eras. ‘Mathura’ = a city associated with Lord 
Krishna; ‘Sthitham’ = to be established in. ] 


(30) WITH ‘rajakantakarh’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is the slayer of the haughty 


Rajak (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). 

[The story of Rajak is related to Lord Krishna, and it appears in Vishnu Puran, 
Khanda or Ansha no. 5, Canto no. 19, verse nos. 14-17. It says that when Lord 
Krishna went to Mathura on the invitation of Kansha, its cruel ruler, the Lord met 
Rajak. The latter was very haughty because of his friendliness with Kansha. By 
profession he used to colour clothes. When Lord Krishna and his elder brother 
Balraam asked Rajak for clothes that were coloured blue and yellow, Rajak rebuked 
them and said many unwarranted things. The Lord became infuriated and hit him hard 
with his open palms. This resulted in breaking Rajak’s head from his neck, and he 
died. The Lord then snatched two pieces of cloth, one coloured blue and the other 
yellow, from him. Baalram wore the blue coloured cloth and Lord Krishna the yellow 
one. ‘Rajak’ = the name of a person who was very haughty and dear of Kansha, the 
cruel ruler of Mathura; ‘Antakaam’ = one who brings about an end.] 

(b) The Lord (Sri Ram) is as glorious, splendorous, brilliant and shining as the 
brilliant white colour of silver. That is, the Lord possesses all the best of virtues, and 
is most holy and pure because the colour ‘white’ is a representative colour of these 
grand and noble qualities. [‘Rajat’ = silver; ‘Kaanta’ = radiance (as white as silver).] 

(c) The Lord (Sri Ram) is as splendorous and radiant as light; the Lord 
removes darkness with the light of his presence. The word ‘light’ here also means the 
illumination provided by knowledge, erudition, wisdom and enlightenment which 
removes the darkness of ignorance and delusions. [‘Raja’ = light, illumination; 
‘Kaantakam’ = one who does or provides something, or brings into effect. ] 


253 


(31) WAREZ | ‘gajamarakam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had slayed the elephant 


known as Gaja (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [‘Gaja’ = the elephant; 
*Marakam' = one who killed. 

This story relates to Lord Krishna. This event are narrated in great detail in 
Bhagvat Maha-puran, as well as in Vishnu Puran, Khand no. 5, Canto 20, verse nos. 
22-23, 30-44. 

Lord Krishna and his elder brother Balraam had killed a wild and intoxicated 
elephant known as Kuvalyaapid especially sent by Kansha to kill Krishna and his 
brother Balraam when the two brothers were coming to attend the ceremony of the 
bow to be held at the royal pavilion of Kansha, the cruel and tyrannical ruler of 
Mathura. The Lord had, however, broken this bow earlier (verse nos. 15-17). 

This elephant had the strength of Erawat, the royal elephant of Indra, the king 
of gods. It was standing guard at the gate of the royal pavilion, and it attacked the 
Lord as he came to the gate. Krishna yanked its left tusk with his right hand, and used 
it to shatter the head of its tamer, the Mahout. Meanwhile, Balraam broke the 
elephant’s right tusk and used it as a battering ram to kill other Mahouts standing 
nearby. Finally, Balraam jumped and kicked the elephant viciously on its head, 
thereby killing it on the spot.] 


(32) W3d ‘sannutarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is praised, revered, adored, worshipped 


and honoured by those who are exalted, honourable and high. The Lord possesses the 
best of virtues and glories. The Lord is most exalted, the best and supreme. [‘Uttam’ = 
best; ‘Sannutam’ = to have qualities that are the best, to be exalted and high. ] 


(33) S&H ‘bakamarakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the Bak. [The term 


‘Bak’ has two meanings—one is a demon named Bakaasur, and the other is demon in 
the form of a crane. The word ‘Maarakam’ means the killer of this demon. 

The story associated with this demon is briefly as follows—(a) Bakaasur was a 
demon who lived near the small town of Ekacakranagar. He used to kill the residents 
of this town. So they reached an agreement with him that one human being would 
voluntarily go to him with other eatables, but the demons should not kill at random. 
When the Pandavas came to live here during their forest exile, they came to know of 
this curse, and Bhima, the strongest of the Pandava brothers, killed this demon. This 
rid the town of its menace. This story is narrated in Mahabharata, Aadiparva, 163. 

(b) The demon Bak in the form of a crane—this story is mentioned in 
Bhagvata Maha Puran, Skanda 10, Canto 11, verse nos. 46-51. He was killed by Lord 
Krishna. It so happened that one day Lord Krishna, his brother Balraam and other 
companions had gone to a large water body to quench the their own thirst as well as 
of their cows and calves. When they were in the process of drinking water, a great 
demon named Bakaasur, who lived in the water as a huge crane, immediately lunged 
forward and gulped down Krishna. When the Lord entered the demon's mouth, he 
began to scorch his palate and inner throat as if they were on fire. The demon became 
terrified and vomited Krishna out, but rushed forward to kill him. Then Lord Krishna 
caught hold of the demons beaks and tore it apart just like one tears a reed into two 
pieces.] 


(34) qarqa *vrsaghatakar'— The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon named 


Vrish or Vrish-bhaasur (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [‘Vrish’ = a bison; 
*Ghaatakam' = a killer; the Lord who killed this demon. 
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Vrishbhaasur, the bison-shaped demon, was killed by Lord Krishna. This story 
is mentioned in Vishnu Puran, Khand or Ansha 5, Canto 14, verse nos. 1-14. This 
demon was in the form of a wild bison who had once come to Vrindavan, causing 
terror amongst the humble cowherd community. They appealed to Lord Krishna. The 
Lord challenged him, yelling and clapping loudly to divert the demon's attention 
towards himself. The bison rushed towards Krishna, pointing his horns at the Lord. 
Krishna stood like a rock, and caught hold of the demon by the horns and punched 
him in his abdomen with his bent knee. Then Krishna twisted and turned around the 
demon's neck as one wrings a piece of wet cloth to squeeze out the water from it. 
Then, the Lord yanked out a horn and attacked the demon with it. The demon vomited 
blood and died instantly.] 


(35) JOTTA ‘turagardanam// 5//^—The Lord (Sri Ram) who had killed the demon 
named Turga (a donkey). [‘Turga’ = a demon in the form of a horse or a donkey; 
*Danam' - to vanquish; to subdue, to trounce. 

Dhenukaasur or Turgaasur—The word *Dhenu' or ‘Turga’ mean a donkey or a 
horse. Hence, this demon (Asur) was in the form of wild donkey or a horse. Lord 
Krishna had killed him. This story is narrated in Bhagvat Maha Puran, Skandha 10, 
Canto 15, verse nos. 20-40, and Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha 5, Canto 8, verse 
nos. 1-13. Briefly it says that there was a forest of rich coconut trees. A demon in the 
form of a donkey or a horse lived in it. He used to destroy the fruits and create 
unnecessary havoc in this forest. Once, Lord Krishna and his elder brother Balraam 
came there. The two brothers wished to eat the ripe fruits of the coconut trees, and so 
Balraam fell some of them. The demon heard the sound and charged at them. He 
kicked Balraam with his two hind legs on his chest. Balraam caught hold of the 
demon with these legs and swung him around. Then he dashed him on a sturdy 
coconut tree, thereby killing him. All other companions of this demon who came to 
help him met the same fate.] || 4 II 


Ts aga feum: KORA | cb SD SAR RE GAA di g 


nandajam vasudevajam baliyajfiagam surapalakam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadi$varam nararüpinam raghunandanam// 6// 


Line no. 6— 


(36) TÆ '*nandajart'— The Lord (Sri Ram) who became the son of Nanda. [This 


refers to Lord Vishnu's incarnation as Lord Krishna. Addressing Lord Ram as Lord 
Krishna is to establish uniformity between these two incarnations of Lord Vishnu. 
The story goes that after Lord Krishna was born to Devki inside the cell of a prison of 
Kansha, the cruel ruler of Mathura, his worldly father, Vasudev, had taken the infant 
Krishna and gave him to Nanda who was the chief of the cowherd community of 
Gokul in Vrindavan. His wife was Yashoda who brought up Lord Krishna as her own 
son. This story is narrated in Bhagvat Maha Puran, Skanda 10, Canto 3, verse nos. 47- 
54, and in Canto 5, verse no. 23-27, as well as in Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha 5, 
Canto 3, verse nos. 1-23. ‘Nanda’ = the name of the chief of the cowherd community 
of Vrindavan; ‘Nandan’ = a son.] 
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(37) agers ‘vasudevajam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who was born as the son of 


Vasudeo. [This refers to Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord Krishna. Addressing Lord 
Ram as Lord Krishna is to establish uniformity between these two incarnations of 
Lord Vishnu. Vasudeo was married to Devaki, the sister of Kansha who was the 
tyrannical ruler of Mathura. Vasudeo and Devaki had prayed to Lord Vishnu in an 
earlier life that they want to have the Lord as their son. So Lord Vishnu incarnated as 
Lord Krishna to become the son of the couple. But as it happened, Kansha was cursed 
that the eighth son of Devaki would be his killer, so he threw them in jail and started 
killing all the children born to the couple. It was in this prison cell that Krishna 
revealed himself to the couple. ‘Vasudeo’ was the son of king Shur of Mathura, and 
he was married to Devaki, the sister of Kansha who was the son of Ugrasen of the 
Bhoj dynasty. This story is narrated in Bhagvat Maha Puran, Skanda 10, Canto 1 to 3; 
and in Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha 5, Cantos | to 3.] 


(38) afvat ‘baliyajfiagarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who had gone to attend the fire 


sacrifice of king Bali. [This refers to Lord Vaaman who was an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu as a dwarf mendicant. He had gone to attend the fire sacrifice held by Bali, 
and had measured the entire creation in his two steps, while the third was placed on 
Bali’s head, thereby subduing him. This name again establishes that all the 
incarnations of Lord Vishnu have the same importance and significance. ‘Bali’ = a 
great king who was renowned for his charities; ‘Yagya’ = fire sacrifice; ‘Gam’ = to 
go. 

The legend of this incarnation is briefly as follows— This is the fifth 
incarnation of Vishnu. When Bali, the grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of 
Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin 
mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the 
mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a 
*Vaaman' or a dwarf, and begged him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by 
his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the 
entire earth with one step, the heaven with the second step, and for the third step he 
measured Bali’s own head symbolizing the crown of the kingdom of Bali. He put his 
third step on Bali’s head and pushed the latter to the nether world. Hence, Vishnu is 
also called ‘Trivikram’—one who conquered the three worlds in three steps. But the 
Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice done to a magnanimous Bali 
who had been righteous and firm in his vow of making charity, and never rescinded 
on his commitments. So, the Lord made him the king of the nether world, and himself 
took up the job of protecting him there as his gatekeeper. This incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the fourth. The idea 
behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the most humble looking man, 
represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous 
power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and kings lack.] 


(39) YUP | ‘surapalakam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the sustainer, protector and 
well-wisher of the Gods. [‘Sur’ = gods; ‘Palakam’ = one who sustains and protects. ] 


cdi wt wat ne wacqy-- ‘tvarh bhaje jagadīšvararn nararūpiņam 
raghunandanam// 6//’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the 
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world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to 
the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 4.] || & 11 


aera phai afta peu | gt fasmmow fefmeméd wqsmés di edi 


keSavam kapivestitam kapimarakam mrgamardinam/ 
sundaram dvijapalakarn ditijardanam danujardanam// 7 // 


Line no. 7— 


(40) ẹya *kešavarh'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also known as Keshav. [This name is 


used for Lord Vishnu as well as for Lord Krishna. The use of this name for Lord Ram 
implies that there is no difference between the two forms of Lord Vishnu as Ram and 
Krishna. The Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 7, 
paragraph no. 18 says that Keshav, or Lord Vishnu, has twenty-four Vyuhas or forms. 
These 24 forms are the different incarnations, called the ‘Avtaars’, of Lord Vishnu. 
There are said to be ten chief ones and fourteen minor ones. The ten main ones = 
Matsya (Fish), Kurma (Tortoise), Varaaha (Boar), Nrisingh (half man and half lion), 
Vaaman (Dwarf), Balraam, Ram, Krishna, Buddha, Kalki. The fourteen minor ones = 
such as sage Sankaadi, Kapil, Narad, Veda Vyas, Dattatreya, Nar-Narayan, 
Rishavdeo, King Prithu, Dhanvantri, Mohini, Hayagriva, Hans, Yagya or fire 
sacrifice, and Hari who blessed the child devotee Dhruv - total 24 Avtaars.] 


(41) AA *kapivestitarD — The Lord (Sri Ram) was surrounded by the monkeys. 


[The monkey army had surrounded the Lord from all sides throughout the Lanka 
campaign. ‘Kapi’ = monkeys; ‘Aaveshtita’ = to surround, to cover.] 


(42) «ft ‘kapimarakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who had killed the monkey 


(named Vaali, the elder brother of Sugriv). [Vaali was the elder brother of Sugriv and 
the king of the monkey race. He had thrashed his younger brother Sugriv due to some 
misunderstanding and threw him out of the kingdom, thereby usurping his share and 
right to the throne of Kishkindha, the capital of the kingdom of monkeys. Not only 
this, Vaali had also kept Sugriv's lawful wife as his mistress, a deed which is totally 
unethical. Lord Ram had slayed Vaali when Sugriv complained of the injustice that 
was done to him by his own brother.] 


(43) TRT | ‘mrgamardinam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the deer. [This 


relates to the slaying of the demon Marich who was forced by the demon king Ravana 
to become a decoy golden deer so that he could steal Sita from the forest hermitage of 
Lord Ram. Ravana was instigated by his sister Supernakha who was earlier deformed 
by Lord Ram by getting her nose and ears cut when she tried to lure the Lord with her 
lascivious gestures. This stealing of Sita set the stage for the grand war of Lanka when 
the whole of the evil demon race was annihilated by Lord Ram so that Sita could be 
rescued from Ravana's clutches. ‘Mrig’ = deer; ‘Mardinam’ = one who killed.] 
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(44) Yet ‘sundararh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is beautiful and enchanting in every 
respect. ['Sundar' = beautiful. The word does not only mean physical beauty but also 
beauty of the eclectic virtues, noble character and superior knowledge that the Lord 
exemplified. Everything about the Lord was beautiful and magnificent and most 
charming. | 


(45) amoa: ‘dvijapalakarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a sustainer, protector, care- 


taker and well-wisher of the Brahmins (the learned and the upper class in the society). 
[‘Dwij’ = a Brhahmin; ‘Paalakam’ = one who takes care of someone else. | 


(46) Radi *ditijārdanarn'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the killer and eliminator, or the 
crusher and vanquisher of the demons and other evil creatures who are the sons of 
Diti. [/Diti = the mother of demons; ‘Jaardanam’ = the one who kills, vanquishes, 
crushes or subdues the sons of Diti, i.e. the demons. ] 


(47) STs H ‘danujardanam// 7 //’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the killer of demons. 
[/Danuj' = demons; ‘Jaardanam’ = the one who kills, vanquishes, crushes or subdues 
them.] |! vll 


sro Gated aufs: yaar | cat ep snb. ace SA CI 


balakam kharamardinam rsipüjitam municintitam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadisvaram nararūpiņam raghunandanam// 8// 


Line no. 8— 


(48) 31h ‘balakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had taken the form of a child when he 


revealed himself as a human being. The word also means that the Lord is as innocent, 
untainted, unprejudiced and pure-hearted as a young child who knows no corruptions 
associated with this gross mundane world, is extremely easy to please and as easy to 
befriend. [This refers to the birth of Lord Vishnu as Ram in the household of king 
Dasrath and queen Kaushalya of Ayodhya. ‘Baalak’ = a child. 

The fact that a child is like the Lord himself is affirmed in the Holy Bible also. 
Refer: Gospel of St. Matthew, 18/1-6—1: At the same time came the disciples unto 
Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2: And Jesus called a 
little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 3: And said, Verily I say unto 
you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 4: Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5: And whoso shall receive one such 
little child in my name receiveth me. 6: But whose shall offend one of these little ones 
which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

Gospel of St. Mark, 9/36-37—36: And he took a child, and set him in the 
midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 37: 
Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and 
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.] 
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(49) fi *kharamardinarr —The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon named 
Khar. [‘Khar’ = a demon by this name; ‘Mardinam’ = a slayer or killer of.] 


(50) aay itt 'rsipujitam'—The Lord (Sri Ram) had been worshipped, adored and 
honoured by the Rishis. [‘Rishi’ = sages and seers; ‘Poojitam’ = worshipped by. ] 


(51) ARa | *municintitam/"—The Lord (Sri Ram) was the subject of regular 


contemplation, meditation and remembrance by the Munis. [‘Muni’ = sages and 
hermits; ‘Chintitam’ = constantly remembered by. ] 


wat sep sn ne vpruu-- ‘tvarh bhaje jagadi$varam nararüpinam'—I 
worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is in the form of a 
human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu dynasty. 
[Refer line no. 6.] || <1 


Vie ASMA KATY Way | aad furere frm essmo- d sii 


Sankaram jalasāyinarn kusabalakam rathavahanam/ 
sarayunatam priyapuspakam priyabhūsuram lavabalakam// 9// 


Line no. 9— 


(52) isi. ‘Sankararh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also known as *Shankar'—one who is 
truthful, beautiful, wise, enlightened, auspicious, holy and divine. [‘Shankar’ is a term 
usually used to mean Lord Shiva, but it is also an epithet as well as an honour for 
those who possess these virtues, attributes and characters. Therefore, it is both a 
proper noun as well as an adjective. ] 


(53) wem ‘jalaSayinarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) sleeps on the water. [This refers 


to Lord Vishnu’s cosmic form that is depicted in the Purans, the ancient texts, as lying 
reclining on a bed made of the coiled body of the celestial serpent known as Seshnath 
who floats on the surface of Kshirsagar, the celestial ocean of milk. ‘Jal’ = water; 
‘Shaa-yinam’ = one who sleeps on.] 


(54) Gash ‘kuSabadlakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had a son named Kush. [Kush 


was the elder son of Lord Ram, and he was born to Sita, the Lord’s divine consort, in 
the hermitage of sage Valmiki. His younger brother was named Lav. ‘Kush’ = name 
of Ram’s son; ‘Baalakam’ = a child.] 


(55) *WwdTe44 | ‘rathavahanam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who rides on a chariot. 
[‘Rath’ = a chariot; ‘Vaahan’ = a vehicle.] 


239 


(56) Ad *sarayunatam'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is shown respect by the holy river 
Saryu who bows before him. [‘Saryu’ = the name of a river that flows north of 
Ayodhya; ‘Natam’ = to bow before.] 


(57) figura *priyapuspakarh'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to Pushpak (the 
celestial vehicle of Kuber, the treasurer of the Gods). [The story goes that the demon 
Ravana had defeated Kuber and captured the treasury of the Gods. He had kept this 
plane, named Pushpak, in his captivity. When Lord Ram won the war and killed 
Ravana, it was this plane that the Lord used to come back to Ayodhya. Then the Lord 
allowed Pushpak to go back to the heaven, thereby freeing it from its bondage. It 
ought to be remembered here that in ancient Hindu mythology, even such inanimate 
objects as the air-plane known as Pushpak are depicted in a personified form. The 
reason is that anything that lives in the heaven is supposed to be divine and holy, and 
therefore immortal as compared to the mortal creatures of this world on earth. 

Since the Lord had provided the Pushpak its freedom, he became dear to the 
latter. ‘Priya’ = dear; ‘Pushpakam’ = the air-plane of Kuber that was held captive by 
Ravana.] 


(58) Mag *priyabhūsurarn'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to the ‘Bhusurs’, the 
gods or the lords of the earth. [This term ‘Bhusur’ refers to the Brahmin class which is 
regarded as exalted and learned in the human race, and therefore shown respect in the 
society. They are honoured as being equivalent to the Gods in the heaven. ‘Priya’ = 
dear; ‘Bhu’ = earth; ‘Sur’ = the gods.] 


(59) 491091 ‘lavabalakam// 9//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had a child (son) named 
Lava. [Lava was the younger brother of Kush. ‘Lava’ = the name of the second son of 
Ram; ‘Baalakam’ = a child. 

The word may also mean that the Lord loves children as they are innocent and 
pure-hearted, and he treats all children like they were his own son named ‘Lava’.] || 


NI 


SPR Wed TSI Tessas | cat Tot aba ARS STA || 20 II 


Sridharam madhusüdanam bharatagrajam garudadhvajam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadi$varam nararüpinam raghunandanam// 10// 


Line no. 10— 


(59) ÑA *éridharart —The Lord (Sri Ram) literally bears or holds Sri (Laxmi, the 
patron goddess of prosperity and well-being, and the divine consort of Vishnu) on his 
chest or bosom. That is, Sri or goddess Laxmi is very dear to the cosmic Lord known 
as Vishnu. [‘Sri’ = Laxmi; ‘Dharam’ = to place, to establish, to put. Refer also to 
serial no. 79.] 
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(60) HJJ ‘madhusiidanarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the killer of the demon 
Madhu. [This refers to Lord Vishnu killing the demon named Madhu along with 
another demon named Kaitav. Therefore the Lord is known as Maadhav as well as 
Madhusudan. See line no. 1, name no. 5. ‘Madhu’ = the name of a demon; ‘Sudanam’ 
— the killer or slayer.] 


(61) Rani ‘bharatagrajarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the elder brother of Bharat. 
[Lord Ram were four brothers—Ram, Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. Ram was the 
eldest, followed by Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan who was the youngest. ‘Bharat’ = 
the younger brother of Ram; ‘Agraj’ = elder brother. ] 


(62) "Tes*dwH | ‘garudadhvajam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has Garud sitting on his 
flag or royal standard; the royal flag of the Lord has the insignia of Garud marked on 
it. [This clearly refers to Lord Vishnu whose mount is Garud, the celestial Eagle. Lord 
Vishnu’s flag has the form—a sign— of Garud embroidered on it, much like a sign 
that the flags of kings and emperors have that are exclusive to them and help to 
identify them. Garud is also shown as sitting on the Lord’s flag. Garud is also the 
vehicle of Lord Vishnu, and is regarded as swift as the mind in its movement—1.e. it 
can go anywhere at will in the shortest time possible. ‘Garud’ = the mount of Vishnu; 
‘Dhwaj’ = flag. ] 


ca st see tem Y4TTI-- ‘tvarh bhaje jagadi$varam nararüpinam 
raghunandanam // 10//—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of 
the world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging 
to the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 8.] || 2o II 


TMs eqxé sedi ai Heo | ey Saye gas SRL Cp dp 220i 


gopriyam guruputradam vadatam varam karunanidhim/ 
bhaktapam janatosadam surapūjitam $rutibhih stutam// 11// 


Line no. 11— 


(63) Ña *gopriyarn'—The Lord (Sri Ram) was dear to the cows, or he loved the 
cows (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [Once again, as often in this hymn, Lord 
Ram and Lord Krishna are treated as one, because these two incarnations were the 
only two main forms that Lord Vishnu had taken as a human. ‘Go’ = cow in Sanskrit 
or Hindi; ‘Priyam’ = to be dear of.] 


(64) Te934. ‘guruputradarhn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had given his Guru (teacher) his 
son back. [This again relates to Lord Vishnu's incarnation as Lord Krishna. The Lord 
was taught by Saandipani. When the education was complete, the Lord asked his 
Guru to ask for anything as a gift in return for giving his knowledge. The teacher was 
learned, and he did not want anything in return, but his wife requested Krishna that if 
he is really interested in giving some sort of gift then he should bring their dead son 
back to them. So Krishna went to the nether world but could not find their son. Then 
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he went to the heaven and found him in the custody of Yam, the god of death. Krishna 
then brought the son and gave him to his teacher Saandipani. This incident is narrated 
in Srimad Bhagwat Puran, Skandha 10, Purvaardha, Canto 45, verse nos. 31-48. 
*Guru' = a teacher; ‘Putra’ = a son; ‘Dam’ = to give.] 


(65) Fatt at ‘vadatārh vararh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the greatest giver of boons, 


and the best speaker and an expert orator in this world. [‘Vadataam’ = a speaker; 
‘Varam’ = the senior most; a boon. ] 


(66) FIM | *karunanidhim/"—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a treasury of mercy, 


compassion, benevolence and grace. [‘Karuna’= mercy, compassion; ‘Nidhi’ = a 
treasury, a source of something great. | 


(67) ST ‘bhaktaparh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a protector of devotees. [‘Bhakta’ = 
devotee; *Tapam' = miseries and torments. | 


(68) SEGIEGI *janatosadam'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who gives or grants 


contentedness and satisfaction to his subjects and dependants. [‘Jana’ = subjects, 
dependants; ‘Tosh’ = satisfaction, contentedness; ‘Danam’ = to give, grant.] 


(69) qwifsrd *surapūjitarn'"—The Lord (Sri Ram) is worshipped, adored, honoured 
and respected by the Gods. [‘Sur’= gods; ‘Pujitam’ = is worshipped by.] 


(70) JAN: JT *érutibhih stutam// 11//^—The Lord (Sri Ram) is lauded and 
honoured by the Vedas (the ancient scriptures. [/Sruti' = the Vedas; ‘Stutam’ = to 
honour and adore; to give great respect and offer prayers to somone.] || 22 Il 


gfe SIMT SAS TTA | ca ep spé see ST di 231i 


bhuktidam janamuktidam janarafijanam nrpanandanam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadisvaram nararüpinam raghunandanam// 12// 


Line no. 12— 


(71) Yfēā ‘bhuktidarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of all comforts and 
sufferings (according to the creature's deeds). [Being the Supreme Lord of creation, it 
is he who decides the degree and extent of reward in the way of pleasures and comfort 
that a creature is eligible to get by the virtue of the good deeds done by it, or a 
punishment by the way of sufferings and pains for the evil deeds. ‘Bhukti’ = to suffer 
or enjoy; ‘Dam’ = a giver.] 


(72) SAyfhe ‘janamuktidarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of Mukti (liberation 
and deliverance to the soul of the living being) to the living being who is the subject 
of the kingdom of the Lord. [Being the Supreme Lord of creation, he grants 
emancipation and salvation to the creature; it is the Lord who can provide the creature 
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with freedom from the horrors of this world and its endless cycle of birth and death 
along with their attendant problems and torments. ‘Jana’ = subjects, followers, 
dependants; ‘Mukti’ = liberation and deliverance; ‘Dam’ = giver.] 


(73) SAQA *janarafijanam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of happiness and joy to 
his subjects and followers. [‘Jana’ = subjects, followers, dependants; ‘Ranjan’ = 
happiness and joy.] 


(74) 414111 | ‘nrpanandanam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) became a son of the king 


(Dasrath of Ayodhya). [In his previous life, Dasrath was a king named Manu. He is 
regarded as the first male amongst the human race. He and his wife Satrupa had 
prayed to Lord Vishnu that they want the Lord as their son. It was this boon that 
resulted in Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, to become a son of Dasrath. In this 
incarnation, Vishnu was known as ‘Ram’. ‘Nrip’ = king; ‘Nandanam’ = a son.] 


gi Msi oat re Tgpee-- 'tvam bhaje jagadiévaram nararüpinam 
raghunandanam// 12//’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of 
the world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging 
to the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 10.] 11 23 I 


fra aeia ATT aA | ah fere xou face 0231 


ciddhanam cirajivinam maņimālinarn varadonmukham/ 
Sridharam dhrtidayakam balavardhanam gatidayakam// 13// 


Line no. 13— 


(75) fast *ciddhanart— The Lord (Sri Ram) is a fountain or spring (the place of 


origin) of pure cosmic Consciousness, and its personified form. [‘Chidda’ = 
consciousness; *Dhanam' = a treasury, fount, source, dense. | 


(76) Ai *cirajivinam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) has an eternal life; the Lord has an 
infinitely long life; He is long-living and imperishable. [‘Chir’ = long-lasting, infinite, 
eternal, imperishable, always; ‘Jivanam’ = life.] 


(77) nmv *manimalinar'— The Lord (Sri Ram) wears a garland or a necklace 
of priceless gems. [‘Mani’ = gem; ‘Maala’ = garland or necklace.] 


(78) ATA | ‘varadonmukham/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is ever eager and ready 


to grant auspicious boons and gifts (to his followers and devotees who are righteous, 
pious and holy). [‘Var’ = boons and grants; ‘Unmukham’ = ready, eager, inclined to 
do or give. ] 


(79) NR ‘Sridhararn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) bears the sign of the Srivatsa on his 
chest. [This is the mark of the foot of sage Bhrigu which he had caste on the chest of 
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Vishnu ones when he got annoyed upon the Lord. The Lord is so enamoured of his 
devotees that instead of taking umbrage at this disrespect shown by the sage and 
punishing him for his misdemeanor, he had blessed the sage that his footprint would 
always remain on his chest as one of the jewels worn by Lord Vishnu. However, 
Laxmi was so angry at the temerity of sage Brighu that she cursed that henceforth she, 
in the form of wealth and material abundance, would always shun a Brahmin; it is 
believed that this is the reason why Brahmins, who are otherwise of a high birth, are 
always serving others in the society who are junior to them by birth for their monetary 
needs. Refer Atharva Veda's Gopal Uttar Tapini Upanishad, verse nos. 30 and 35. 
‘Sri’ = the sign of the Srivatsa; ‘Dharam’ = to bear. Refer also to serial no. 59 herein 
above.] 


(80) yara *dhrtidayakar'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of Dhriti, also known 
as ‘Dhairya’—i.e. the virtues of patience, courage, fortitude and forbearance. [That 
is, the Lord empowers the person who is devoted to the Lord and seeks the Lord's 
support to develop the grand virtues of patience and courage as well as fortitude and 
forbearance which helps him to overcome all the problems of life with calmness and 
poise. Such a man is never disturbed or agitated mentally and emotionally, and he is 
able to maintain his balance and composure. *Dhrit” = courage, patience, fortitude and 
forbearance; ‘Daayakam’ = giver or bestower of something.] 


(81) 3&4 ‘balavardhanarn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) enhances strength and valour 


(of his devotees and followers, as well as those who are righteous and holy). The Lord 
encourages those who are good and righteous by enhancing their strength to cope with 
adversities and evil. [‘Bal’ = force, strength; ‘Vardhanam’ = to increase. ] 


(82) "aerae |1 *gatidāyakam// 13//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) gives the creature his 


ultimate destination in the form of rest for his soul and its emancipation and salvation. 
This is called ‘Gati’ or final destination. It also means that the Lord provides the 
world (i.e. its creature and the elements) the power of movement and the ability to 
keep the momentum. [‘Gati’ = the ultimate destination; speed and swiftness of 
movement; *Daayakam' = giver.] || $3 II 


Ute SAAR WReURUPCTSHTÉRTS | aT ToT ST ART SAA dl 
Santidarh janatarakam Saradharinam gajagāminam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadi$varam nararüpinam raghunandanam// 14// 


Line no. 14— 


(83) Sift *šāntidarh'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of peace, tranquility and 
solace to the creature and his soul. [‘Shanti’ = peace; ‘Dam’ = giver. ] 


(84) sd *janatarakam'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who takes the subjects 


of his kingdom (living beings, followers, devotees and dependants) across the 
formidable barrier represented by this world of transmigration, a world of delusions 
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and endless cycle of birth and death along with its attendant miseries and torments. 
The Lord helps his subjects to overcome all spiritual hurdles and takes them to cross 
the vast ocean represented by the countless problems and horrors of this world. 
[Jana' = subjects, dependants, followers; *Tarakam' = one who takes across a 
formidable barrier.] 


(85) Beak *Saradharinar'— The Lord (Sri Ram) holds an arrow (in his hands). 
[‘Shar’ = arrow; *Dhaarinam' = to hold.] 


(86) TITI | ‘gajagaminam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had rushed forward or gone 
swiftly to save the elephant known as the Gaj. [This relates to an incident when Lord 
Vishnu had gone to save an elephant who was being pulled in the water by a 
crocodile. The elephant had tried all his might to save himself, but failed. When he 
was just about to completely drown in the water, he broke a lotus from the 
surrounding water and offered the flower as his last offering to the Lord. The Lord 
then rushed to save his devotee, the elephant. The Lord not only pulled him out of the 
water but cut off the head of the crocodile with his Chakra, the circular saw-like 
invincible weapon of Lord Vishnu. ‘Gaja’ = an elephant; ‘Gaaminum’ = to go. ] 


cdi Ft wee ref wAaqy-- 'tvam bhaje jagadi$varam nararūpiņam 
raghunandanam// 14//’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of 
the world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging 
to the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 12.] 11 2*II 


WS ATOM HIE TIS | varo inm wiser Herta 11 241 


Sarnginam kamalananam kamaladr$am padapankajam/ 
$yamalam ravibhasuram šašisaukhyadarn karunarnavam// 15// 


Line no. 15— 


(87) MT ‘SarAginarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) holds a bow known as Shaarang. 
[This is the bow held by Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of creation. It symbolizes 
the cosmic senses of the Viraat Purush. This bow of Lord Vishnu is also known as the 
Shaankhya Dhanush (bow). It was made from the bones of demon named Shaankhya- 
chuda after he was killed by Lord Shiva. According to Krishna Upanishad of the 
Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 23, the Shaarang bow of Lord Vishnu stands for the 
Vaishnavi Maya which is the primary form of Maya closely associated witty Vishnu. 
The Atharva Veda's Gopal Uttar Tapini Upanishad, verse no. 38 says that this 
Shaarang bow represents the Maya of the Supreme Being.] 


(88) SAMA *kamalananam'—The Lord (Sri Ram) has eyes like the lotus flower. 
[‘Kamal’ = lotus; *Nanam' = eyes.] 


(89) «*Wergsi ‘kamaladrsarh’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) looks as beautiful and 
untainted as the lotus flower. (b) The Lord (Ram as Vishnu) keeps his sight on 


265 


Kamalaa, goddess Laxmi, his divine consort. [‘Kamal’ = lotus; ‘Kamalaa’ = goddess 
Laxmi, the divine consort of Vishnu; ‘Drisham’ = seen, observed. ] 


(90) amS | ‘padapankajam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has lotus-like feet. [‘Pad’ = 
feet; ‘Pankaj’ = lotus. ] 


(91) TATA? *$yamalam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) has a dark complexion. [‘Shyaamal’ = 
dark complexion. ] 


(92) fami *ravibhasurar'—The Lord (Sri Ram) is as splendorous, radiant and 
glorious as the brilliant Sun. [‘Ravi’ = sun; ‘Bhaasuram’ = splendour and brilliance.] 


(93) IRE '$a$isaukhyadarn'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the Moon that is 


soothing, provides comfort and peace, as well as happiness and joy to the beholder. 
[‘Shashi’ = moon; ‘Saukhya’ = happiness and joy; ‘Dam’ = gives.] 


(94) HOUT ‘karunarnavam// 15//’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an ocean of and a 
personified form of the glorious virtues of mercy, compassion and kindness. 
[‘Karuna’ = mercy; ‘Varnam’ = a glorious form of.] || %4 I 


afd Te Wared Faraway | cat ep Stat RETI GSAT di 26 11 


satpatim nrpapalakam nrpavanditam nrpatipriyam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadisvaram nararüpinam raghunandanam// 16// 


Line no. 16— 


(95) wcfd ‘satpatirn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is truly the supreme Lord of creation. 
He is the patron Lord of the grand virtue of Truth. [‘Sat’ = true, truth; ‘Patim’ = lord.] 


(96) TTWS 'nrpapalakam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the sustainer, care-taker, 


protector and well-wisher of all the Kings of this world; the Lord is the Authority who 
sustains, protects and provides for all the Kings in this world. [‘Nrip’ = king; 
‘Paalakam’ = protector, care-taker and sustainer.] 


(97) afz *nrpavanditarn'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is adored, honoured and praised 
by all the Kings. [‘Nrip’ = king; ‘Vanditam’ = praised and honoured by. | 


(98) TARAI | ‘nrpatipriyam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to all the Kings in this 


world; the Lord is the King of the world who is loved and adored by all others. [^ Nrip' 
— king; ‘Priyam’ = dear.] 


cdi Smp sc re x5gmew-- *tvārn bhaje jagadiévaram nararüpinarh 
raghunandanam// 16//’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of 
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the world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging 
to the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 14.] !! & II 


frs aya TST Afra | srepd eared waited fERTHÉNUT |1 2911 


nirgunam sagunatmakam nrpamandanam mativardhanam/ 
acyutam purusottamam paramesthinam smitabhasinam// 17// 


Line no. 17— 


(99) fT ‘nirgunarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is without any attributes and definable 


qualities that may be limiting in their reach. [This is the cosmic and all-pervading 
form of the Supreme Being. This form is infinite, indescribable, beyond the reach of 
the mind and the intellect, all-encompassing and universal. It takes the form of each 
single individual element and thing in this world because the entire creation is a 
revelation of the same Supreme Being. Nothing in existence is not one or the other 
form of this Supreme Being. therefore, no single word or quality or epithet or attribute 
would do justice to who the Lord actually is or the form in which he exists because 
each one of them has its own limitation but the Lord is limitless and infinite in 
meaning and form. The Lord, for instance, is like the sky or the air or the water which 
have no definitive shape of their own but take the shape of the container in which they 
are present. The water in a cup, a piece of ice and the ocean is the same element 
known as ‘water’ though there is a vast difference between them. *Nirguna' = without 
any Gunas or qualities. ] 


(100) WI ‘sagunatmakarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also with attributes and 


known qualities. [This relates to the known world that is visible. All things and 
creatures have a certain form, whether that form is miniscule like the atom or the 
single-celled creature such as the bacteria or amoeba, or like the colossus mountain, 
the tall trees or huge animals that roam the surface of earth, or even as the human 
being of myriad cultural backgrounds, ethnicity, language, beliefs etc. All of them are 
one or the other form of the same Supreme Lord. So the Lord has a given set of 
attributes and qualities in any given form in which the units of this creation exist. 
Therefore we say that the Lord has attributes. Even when the Supreme Lord himself 
took a birth as an incarnation, say for instance Lord Ram in our case, he had certain 
physical characteristics and personality traits. That is, he had some specific attributes 
and qualities that were specific to this form of Ram. Hence, the Supreme Being is 
‘Saguna’ also. This is the great paradox of the Lord which makes him indefinable and 
beyond comprehension of the limited reach of the mind and the intellect—that he is 
‘Nirguna’ as well as ‘Saguna’. The word ‘Saguna’ means to have certain qualities and 
attributes. ] 


(101) JTS ‘nrpamandanarh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the crown jewel and 
an ornament amongst the legend of kings and emperors who ever ruled this world. He 
is the greatest of kings and emperors of this world. [That is, he has all the best 
qualities and character traits that one expects from a king or an emperor—such as for 
instance his nature of being merciful, compassionate, forgiving, graceful, law-abiding, 
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caring, loving, benevolent, magnanimous, charitable, judicious and farsighted, as well 
as strong, valiant, powerful, dignified, honourable and taintless. *Nrip' = king; 
*Mandanam' = ornamental decoration. | 


(102) "fra | ‘mativardhanam/’—The Lord (Sri Ram) enhances one's 
intellectual and mental refinement, prowess and abilities. The Lord blesses his 
devotees and followers with wisdom and intelligence. [Just like a student of a learned 
and expert teacher benefits from the teacher’s knowledge if the latter is kind to 
diligently teach his ward, the Lord also tries his best and ensures that those who rely 
upon him get the best of intellectual fruits that are available in this world. ‘Mati’ = 
mind; ‘Vardhan’ = to increase. | 


(103) agd *acyutam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is steady, and he never can fall from 


his exalted and high stature. He is ever graceful, dignified, immaculate and beyond 
reproach. [‘Achut’ = that which does not fall.] 


(104) bras *purusottamam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the best, an excellent and the 
most exalted Male (‘Purush’) ever born on earth; the Lord is the Supreme Being 
himself in a personified form as an exalted and the most ideal and virtuous male 
member of the human race. [The term ‘Purush’ has a double meaning here—it means 
that in his incarnation as a human known as Lord Ram, the Supreme Being is the best 
amongst all the males ever born on earth, and as the cosmic Supreme Being he is the 
best amongst all the Gods of the heavens. ‘Purush’ = male; ‘Uttam’ =the best, 
excellent. | 


(105) qf ‘paramesthinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the almighty, omnipotent, 


omnipresent and omniscient Supreme Being known as Parmesthi. [‘Parmesthi’ = the 
Supreme Being who is almighty, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. ] 


(106) frat *smitabhasinam// 17//^—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a smiling face 
that is sweet and endearing. The Lord talks or speaks sweetly and in a pleasant voice 
that is friendly, welcoming and amiable. Whenever the Lord talks he always has a 
sweet smile on his lips. [‘Smit’ = smile that is sweet and pleasant; ‘Bhaashinam’ = to 
talk or speak.] || 2% II 


ER Sad SHOUT SATO | aT Sep Seta TRAIT AKA g 


isvaram hanumannutam kamaladhipam janasaksinam/ 
tvam bhaje jagadisvaram nararüpinam raghunandanam// 18// 


Line no. 18— 


(107) gM ‘ISvararn’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is indeed and without gainsay the 
Supreme Being and the Lord of the entire creation (‘Ishwar’). 
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(108) 44d ‘hanumannutam’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) makes Hanuman happy 


and elated. The Lord enhances the confidence and glory of Hanuman. (b) The Lord is 
praised, honoured and adored by Hanuman who bows reverentially before him. 
[Hanuman was the closest monkey devotee of the Lord. He was instrumental in 
finding Sita for Lord Ram, and in winning the war at Lanka. ‘Hanuman’ = the 
monkey friend and devotee of Lord Ram; ‘Unnat’ = to rise or increase; ‘Nuttam’ = to 
bow and adore someone.] 


(109) &Werfiri *kamaladhipam'— The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Lord (husband) of 
Kamlaa, the goddess Laxmi who is Lord Vishnu's divine consort and the patron 
goddess of prosperity and wealth. [‘Kamlaa’ = Laxmi, so-called because she holds a 
lotus in her hands; *Dhipam' = lord, king, husband. | 


(110) saia | *janasaksinam/"— The Lord (Sri Ram) is a neutral and universal 
witness for all the living beings of this creation, and for what they do and think. 
[Being the cosmic Soul of this creation, the Lord resides in the heart of all living 
beings, and therefore nothing is hidden from him or unknown to him. The Lord is 
omniscient and all-knowing, therefore he witnesses whatever a creature does 
externally and overtly, as well as what he thinks and feels inside his mind and heart 
internally. ‘Jana’ = subjects of the kingdom, the ordinary creature; *Saakshi” = 
witness. | 


ca st ote tem Ygp«u-- ‘tvarh bhaje jagadi$varam nararüpinam 
raghunandanam// 18//’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of 
the world, is in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging 
to the Raghu dynasty. [Refer line no. 16.] 11 2c II 


[Note—The above stanzas, from no. 1 till no. 18, of this great devotional hymn 
dedicated to Lord Ram outline the Lord’s one hundred and ten names. Now, Lord 
Shiva tells Parvati the time when to say this hymn, and the spiritual and other rewards 
that augment to the devotee who uses this hymn to worship the Lord. ] 


PRCT STOTT «=| oa: Wee Ya Aaa ARTRĪTA 11 2811 


isvaroditametaduttamamadaracchatanamakam/ 
yah pathed bhuvi manavastava bhaktimanstapanodaye// 19// 


Line no. 19— 
Lord Shiva said—' Anyone on the surface of this earth who offers his worship to Lord 
Ram, the Supreme Being, by faithfully and devotionally reciting this hymn consisting 


of more than a hundred glorious and divine Names of the Lord every morning at the 
time of sunrise, will develop great faith, devotion and love for the Lord (Sri Ram). 


«dere gg gam 4: | He d Weed TSA AA AAT: || Roli 
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(GTA, WHS & 132-42) 


tvatpadam nijabandhudarasutairyutascirametya nah/ 
sostu te padasevane bahutatparo mama vakyatah// 20// 


(anandaramayana, pürnakanda 6.32-51) 
Line no. 20— 


Such a person would come to my (Lord Shiva's) divine abode along with his kith and 
kin, his wife and sons etc., and would steadily serve the holy feet of the Lord (Sri 
Ram as the Supreme Being) for an infinitely long time to come.’ 


3K 2K 2K K K K 


(2.3) Importance/significance of the figure ‘108° 


Importance of the figure of 108: The number ‘108° is regarded as very auspicious 
because the total of its first digit ‘1° and the last digit ‘8? comes to ‘9°, which is the 
last numeral and the highest basic figure or value. The numeral ‘9° is called the 
cardinal number as it is the highest amongst the primary list of numbers (from 1 to 9), 
and there is no number after it. It symbolically stands for the Supreme Being because 
there is nothing beyond the Supreme Being. 

The miracle of 108 is that if we add the three numbers 1 + 0 + 8 we get the 
number ‘9’. Apparently the ‘0’ appears to have no value, but then 108 is not ‘nine’ but 
‘one hundred nine’. If we remove the ‘0’, the remaining two digits, ‘1’ and ‘8’ 
together make the number ‘18’ only, while merely placing the ‘0’ in their middle 
enchances their value manifold. In other words, inspite of seeming to have no value of 
its own, the ‘0’ makes the other two numbers enhanced in value a hundred times. 
Likewise, though Brahm is passive, it is Brahm that gives this creation its meaning, 
worth, and life. 

There is another way of looking at the figure 108. The digit ‘0’ represents the 
formless Brahm, the Supreme Being, who is central to this creation but is so formless 
and without any attributes of his own that it is like ‘zero’. Brahm lends the creation all 
the worth it has just like the numeral ‘0’ that has no value of its own but when added 
to any given number or numeral it enhances its value by ten times, by hundred times, 
by thousand times, and by millions and millions of times. 

Brahm is the core or the center of this creation like the digit ‘0’ in 108. Just as 
we lose the figure of 108 by removing the ‘0’ from it, we lose this creation by 
removing Brahm from it. 

The creation is envisioned as an ‘egg’ or a rounded ball. The numeral ‘0’ is 
also shaped like an egg. The figure ‘1’ placed before it indicates the beginning or the 
primary stage of creation, and the figure of ‘8’ placed at the end indicates the 
maximum limit to which this creation can grow. As we have seen above, the numeral 
‘8’ is just one short of the cardinal number of ‘9’. Hence here it means that even the 
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best and the highest form of life in this creation is not complete without Brahm 
represented by the ‘0’. 

The entire creation—from the basic and rudimentary form symbolized by the 
number ‘1’ to the highest form represented by the number ‘8’—has Brahm at the 
center like the hub of a wheel. The complete entity that is known as this creation has a 
beginning represented by the numeral ‘1’, the most developed form represented by the 
numeral ‘8’, with the ‘Atma’ at the center represented by the number ‘0’. 


Kk K K k k 2k 
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Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras & Hymns 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 3 


Hymns of Lord Ram from ‘Ram Charit Manas’ 
of Goswami Tulsidas 


In this Chapter we shall read the following sacred Hymns of Lord Ram from Ram 
Charit Manas:-- 


(3.1) Lord Ram's Hymn by Kaushalya: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 192 
along with Chanda line nos. 1-16 that precede it. 


(3.2) Lord Ram's Hymn by Sage Atri: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chanda line 
nos. 1-24 that precede Doha no. 4. 


(3.3) Lord Ram's Hymn by Sage Sutikshan: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-21 that precede Doha no. 11. 


(3.4) Lord Ram's Hymn by Jatau (the king of vultures): Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-16 that precede Doha no. 32. 


(3.5) Lord Ram's Hymn by Brahma (the Creator; the first God of the Trinity): Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-22 that precede Doha no. 111. 


(3.6) Lord Ram's Hymn by Indra (the King of Gods): Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-20 that precede Doha no. 113. 


(3.7) Lord Ram's Hymn by Lord Shiva (the third God of the Trinity; the most 
enlightened amongst the Gods; the concluder of creation): Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-9 that precede Doha no. 115. 


(3.8) Lord Ram's Hymn by the Vedas (the most ancient and primary scriptures): 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-24 that precede Doha no. 13. 


(3.9) Lord Ram's Hymn by Lord Shiva: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chanda line 
nos. 1-20 that precede Doha no. 14. 


272 


(3.1) Lord Ram's Hymn by Kaushalya: 


Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-16 that precede Doha 
no. 192: 


ŠO. SU WT eurem diesem Hac fadennti$ | 
fü EAT APT AA nt orga wu ferarit u 2 u 
CITE SRT ay eT PST SITĻEI Ast ANT | 3 1 
WOT SATO AIT PTT ATTY TAT t v ul 


chanda. 


bha'e pragata krpala dinadayala kausalya hitakārī. 1. 
harasita mahatari muni mana hari adbhuta rupa bicārī. 2. 
locana abhirama tanu ghanasyama nija ayudha bhuja cari. 3. 
bhüsana banamala nayana bisala sobhasindhu kharari. 4.. 


The kind and merciful Lord (Vishnu), who is gracious and compassionate towards the 
lowly and the humble as well as the benefactor of mother Kaushalya, revealed himself 
before her (in the form of a child who will be later on named Lord Ram). (1) 

The mother was exceedingly thrilled and overwhelmed as she observed the 
Lord's marvellous and most astounding form that was so extremely beautiful as to be 
able to steal the mind and heart of even the sages and hermits (who are usually 
immune to physical charms and attractions). (2) 

His delightful form was dark as the (rain-bearing) clouds, and it provided joy, 
happiness and comfort to the eyes of the beholder. He held in his four hands his 
characteristic emblems (or eguipments—"āyudha”). [These are—a conch-shell, a 
discus, a mace and a lotus.] (3) 

He was wearing fine ornaments and excellent garments, and was adorned with 
a garland of sylvan flowers (called the *banamala"). His eyes were large (like the 
lotus flower). To wit, this was how the Lord, who is an ocean of beauty and charm, 
and is a destroyer or slayer of the demon named Khar, revealed himself (before 
mother Kaushalya). (4) 
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kaha du'i kara jori astuti tori kēhi bidhi karaum ananta. 5. 

maya guna gyanatita amana beda purana bhananta. 6. 

karuna sukha sagara saba guna agara jehi gavahirn $ruti santa. 7. 
so mama hita lagi jana anurāgī bhaya'u pragata $rikanta. 8. 


The mother joined her two palms (hands—‘du'i kara jori^) together and said, ‘Oh 
Lord Anant (i.e. the Lord who has no end; who is without a beginning or end; who is 
infinite and eternal)! Say, how and with what words can I say a prayer to you to praise 
you, or show my earnest respect to you (for I am absolutely incompetent to do so, and 
am stunned by your august presence). (5) 

Verily, the Vedas and the Purans (primary and ancient scriptures) hold and 
declare unequivocally that you are beyond the reach of Maya (delusions), free from 
the various the Gunas (attributes of creation) and transcend Gyan (knowledge), as 
well as are measureless and beyond comprehension. (6) 

You are lauded by the exalted saints and sages as well as the scriptures as 
being an ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness, and as being a repository of bliss, 
happiness and joy, as well as of all the excellent virtues. (7) 

Oh! The same Lord known as ‘Srikanta’ (i.e. Lord Vishnu who is dear to 
goddess Laxmi, also known as “Sri” because she is the patron goddess of prosperity, 
wealth and well-being), who loves his devotees and is gracious towards them, has 
revealed himself for my sake and good. (8) 
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brahmanda nikaya nirmita maya roma roma prati béda kahai. 9. 

mama ura so basi yaha upahasi sunata dhira mati thira na rahai. 10. 
upaja jaba gyana prabhu musukana carita bahuta bidhi kinha cahai. 11. 
kahi katha suhā'ī matu bujha' jēhi prakara suta prema lahai. 12. 


The Vedas assert that in each of the pores of your divine cosmic body, there are 
multitudes of universes (brahmanda) that have been brought forth by the creative 
power of Maya. (9) 

That such a Great Lord of the Cosmos would stay in my womb—this is so 
wonderous a thing and amusing that when learned and wise sages and seers hear of it, 
they are absolutely confounded and awe-struck; their mind and intellect fail to 
comprehend this phenomenon.’ (10) 

When the mother came to grasp with the profundity of the occasion and its 
stupendous significance, when she realised the import of what she was observing 
before her own eyes, the Lord smiled, for he wished to do many fantastic things and 
perform many mysterious deeds’. (11) 

['To wit, the Lord was amused by the mother's submissions now when she 
talked as if she was a highly erudite woman who knew the reality and truth of the 
Lord like the back of her hands, for soon she would forget all this momentary talk of 
wisdom and enlightenment and start treating him as ‘her’ son’. This would be evident 


274 


later on in an incident when the mother had placed her child in a cradle to sleep and 
went to her worship-room to offer worship to the family deity. There she found the 
same child partaking of the offerings meant for the deity. Astonished and confounded, 
she rushed back to the cradle, only to find the child comfortably sleeping in it. She 
rushed back to the worship-room and found the child enjoying himself there with the 
sweets. The mother ran back and forth as she was completely dazed by this magical 
sight of seeing the child simultaneously at two places! She feared for some spell being 
cast either on her self or on the child. It was then Lord Ram once again revealed his 
cosmic form as the four-armed Lord Vishnu to dispel all her doubts and misgivings. 
This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 201—to Doha no. 202. 

Hence presently, this is the reason why the Lord wryly smiled at her now with 
great humour. He hinted to her that it is good that she has, at least for once, realised 
who her child is, for soon she would be so overcome by the Lord's delusion-creating 
powers that she would forget who the child she called as her son actually was.] 

[The Lord wished to do some worldly sports or deeds, and so—] He explained 
the situation to her (as to why he had revealed himself) by telling her the pleasant 
story (or event) of her previous life when she had desired to experience the joy and 
exhilaration of uninhibited closeness with the Lord as a mother has with her own 
child, and so be able to offer her love and affection to the Lord with the freedom she 
would have then.? (12) 

[This incident is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 142—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 152. 

Briefly, the story is that king Manu and his queen Satrupa did severe Tapa or 
penance with a desire to have a divine glimpse of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being. 
When the Lord manifested himself before them, the couple sought the boon that the 
Lord would become their child so they would love him and shower their affection 
upon him in an uninhibited form, as well as enjoy the bliss and happiness of being so 
close to the Lord if he would graciously agree to become their child. Of course the 
Lord obliged, and he wanted to inform Kaushalya that it is one of the many reasons 
why he has now revealed himself before her—for she was Satrupa in her previous 
life.] 
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mata puni boli so mati doli tajahu tata yaha rupa. 13. 

kijai sisulila ati priyasila yaha sukha parama anüpa. 14. 

suni bacana sujana rodana thana ho'i balaka surabhüpa. 15. 

yaha carita je gavahim haripada pavahim te na parahim bhavaküpa. 16. 


The mother changed her mind as she was so dazed and overwhelmed by the Lord's 
cosmic and almighty form that she could not afford any longer to experience its 
presence and closeness, though, nonetheless, she felt exceptionally blessed and 
privileged and wished to enjoy the bliss and beatitude that comes with closeness with 
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the Lord. So, she requested the Lord as follows: ‘Oh my dear Lord! Please be kind to 
discard this superhuman and cosmic form (as it has overwhelmed me, and I am utterly 
confounded and dazed by it). (13) 

Instead, please assume a more acceptable and pleasing form of a lovable child, 
and do act like one. Your deeds and acts in this pleasant form of a child would be very 
endearing, nice and pleasing for me.’ (14) 

Upon hearing her request, the Lord who is the *God Superior amongst all the 
Gods’, or who is the ‘King of all the Gods’ (surabhūpā), immediately assumed the 
pleasant form of a little child, and began to cry aloud in the likeness of a newly born 
infant. (15) 

[Tulsidas says that—] Anyone who sings (with devotion) this glorious event 
(when the ‘Lord of the universe’ transformed himself into a ‘human child’) is sure to 
attain the exalted abode of the Lord and never again, as a consequence, fall in the dark 
well of transmigration symbolised by this mortal world. (16) 


alo. fem Smp at da fea cite WAS Stace 
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bipra dhenu sura santa hita linha manuja avatara. 
nija iccha nirmita tanu maya guna go para. 192. 


Verily indeed, the Lord manifested himself as a human for the good and welfare of 
the Vipras (literally the ‘Brahmins’, but implying all noble and learned people), the 
cow (representing all humble and docile creatures), the Gods (representing all exalted 
souls), and the saints and sages (representing wise, enlightened and self-realised 
people). 

The Lord who is beyond the purviewof Maya (delusions) and the different 
Gunas, which are characteristic features that are naturally associated with Maya, 
revealed himself out of his own free will. 

He assumed a physical form that appeared to be gross like ordinary humans— 
but was actually subtle in essence and divine in its reality, for it was a form that 
transcended Maya with its associated Gunas. (Doha no.192) 
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(3.2) Lord Ram's Hymn by Sage Atri 


Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-24 that precede 
Doha no. 4: 
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chanda. 


namami bhakta vatsalam. krpālu Sila komalam. 1. 
bhajami te padambujam. akaminam svadhamadam. 2. 


‘Oh Lord who is so fond of and graceful towards your devotees—I bow reverentially 
before you. You are merciful and kind by nature, as well as of a sweet, gentle and 
compassionate disposition. (1) 

I worship your lotus-like holy feet which grants attainment of your divine 
abode to your selfless devotees. [That is, your devotees who worship your holy feet 
selflessly are vouchsafed a place in your holy abode.] (2) 
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nikama $yama sundaram. bhavambunatha mandaram. 3. 
praphulla kanja locanam. madadi dosa mocanam. 4. 


Your dark form (physical appearance; body) is exceptionally beautiful and 
bewitchingly charming. You are like the great Mandrachal Mountain to churn the 
ocean of transmigration’. [To wit, if one wishes to make the best of life in this world 
and free oneself from the endless cycle of birth and death and its attendent sufferings 
and horrors even while living an ordinary life and going about one's ordained duties 
as destined for him by his destiny in the mundane mortal world, if one wishes to 
obtain spiritual bliss and peace despite being surrounded by sufferings and pain, then 
in all sooth one would find what one wants in if one takes shelter in your holy feet and 
worships you. You can provide the creature all that he desires, all that would be in his 
best interests.] (3) 

[Note— This metaphor refers to an ancient event narrated in the Purans 
according to which the celestial ocean was churned by the Gods and the Demons in 
some ancient time in search of Amrit, the elixir of eternal life and bliss. To do the 
churning, they made the Mandrachal Mountain as the churning rod, and the legendary 
Seshnath as the rope with which to turn this mountain.] 
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Your eyes are (large and beautiful) like an open lotus flower. You free the 
creature (ie. your devotees who have taken shelter with you) from the negative 
qualities of Mada (arrogance; vanity; pride) and other such vices. (4) 
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pralamba bahu vikramam. prabhoprameya vaibhavam. 5. 
nisanga capa sayakam. dharam triloka nayakarn. 6. 


Oh Lord (prabho)! Your long arms have such stupendous strength and your glory is 
so immeasurable and profound that the mind and the intellect cannot fathom and 
comprehend them. (5) 

You are the Lord and Leader of the world, the one who holds a bow (in his 
hands) and carry a quiver full of arrows (tied to his waist). (6) 


fewer aot HSA AST AG wedge! 
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dinēša van$a mandanam. mahésa capa khandanam. 7. 
munindra santa ranjanam. surari vrnda bhanjanam. 8. 


You are like an ornament for the Solar Race. You are the one who had broken the 
great Bow of Lord Shiva’. (7) 

You provide joy and happiness to sages, hermits and saints. You are a friend 
of the Gods, and destroy or eliminate their enemies (or their tormentors), the demons’. 
(8) 

[Note—'This refers to the story where Lord Ram had broken the Bow of Lord 
Shiva at Janakpur that was declared as a precondition for marrying Sita by her father 
King Janak. This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 249—to Doha no. 264. 

"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 186.] 
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manoja vairi vanditam. ajadi déva sévitam. 9. 
višud'dha bodha vigraham. samasta düsanapaham. 10. 


You are adored and worshipped by Lord Shiva who is an enemy (or the destroyer) of 
Kamdeo (the patron God of passion and lust)'. 

You are served by the creator Brahma, the most ancient of the Gods, as well as 
by all other Gods. (9) 
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Verily, your form is an embodiment of pure consciousness (i.e. you are a 
personified form of cosmic Consciousness) You are the one who destroys or 
eliminates all faults and vices in a creature as well as all evils in the world. (10) 

[Note— This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Doha 
no. 82—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 88.] 
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namami indira patim. sukhakaram satam gatirn. 11. 
bhajē sašakti sānujam. Saci pati priyanujam. 12. 


Oh the Lord (husband) of goddess Laxmi (i.e. Lord Vishnu)'— I bow reverentially 
before you! You are a mine of joy, happiness and delight, and the only true 
destination that is so eagery sought by noble, holy and pious souls (satam gatim). 
(11) 

Oh dear younger brother (*priyanujam"y? of Indra, the husband of Sachi (and 
the King of Gods; “śacī pati”)! I worship and adore you alongside the personified 
form of cosmic Shakti (Mother Nature and its dynamism; represented by Sita, Lord 
Ram's divine consort) and your younger brother (Laxman who is regarded as an 
incarnation of Seshnath, the legendary thousand hooded celestial serpent). (12) 

['This form of address for Lord Ram is appropriate because he was an 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being. 

"This refers to Lord Vaaman who was a dwarf incarnation of Lord Vishnu, and 
said to be the younger brother of Indra, the King of Gods, because he was born as a 
son of Aditi, the mother of the Gods, and as a younger brother of Indra who was the 
senior-most God.] 
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tvadanghri mula yé narah. bhajanti hina matsarah. 13. 
patanti no bhavarnave. vitarka vici sankule. 14. 


A person who frees himself from such vices as ‘Matsarya’ (“matsarah”; jealousy, ill- 
will and malice) and worships your holy feet, verily such a person does not fall in the 
tumultuous ocean representing this mortal world (known commonly as the “Bhava- 
sagar’; *bhavārņavē”) that consists of surging, buffeting wild waves symbolising 
countless doubts, uncertainties, debates, wranglings and confusions that are so 
characteristic of life in this delusory world. (13-14) 
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vivikta vasinah sada. bhajanti muktaye muda. 15. 
nirasya indriyadikam. prayanti te gatim svakam. 16. 


Those who live in seclusion and strive to attain Mukti (spiritual liberation, 
deliverance) by practicing self-control over their sense organs and abstaining from all 
temptations even as they worship you cheerfully and willingly (as also with due 
devotion and faith)—verily, they do obtain the exalted stature of self-realisation (and 
enlightenment that is a natural corrolary to it). (15-16) 
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tamekamadbhutam prabhum. nirlhamisvaram vibhum. 17. 
jagadgurum ca sāšvatarn. turīpamēva kevalam. 18. 


I offer my obeisance to the Lord who is most mysterious, unique and outstanding in 
this entire creation (tamēkamadbhutam), who is all able and almighty (prabhurn), 
who is the Lord of everything in existence and the one who has no desires whatsoever 
(nirlhamisvaram), who is all-pervading and all-encompassing as well as the majestic 
and omnipotent Lord of the world (vibhum), [17]--- 

---who is the Guru (guide, teacher and preceptor) of the entire world 
(jagadgurum), who is true and eternal ($a$vatam), who has a transcendental 
existence known as *Turiya" (turīpamēva) and lives in his true form which is the 
‘Self’ or the pure transcendental Consiciousness that has no parallel (kevalarn). [18] 
(17-18) 
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bhajami bhava vallabham. kuyoginam sudurlabham. 19. 
svabhakta kalpa padapam. samam susēvyamanvaham. 20. 


I worship and offer my obeisance (bhajāmi) to the Lord who is fond of and endeared 
by having loving emotions that are sincere (as he does not like pretentions and deceit; 
“bhava vallabharn”), who is beyond reach for those who are not worthy of accessing 
the Lord (as they are indulgent in this gross world and devoid of piety and other fine 
qualities and noble virtues that entitles one to be eligible to attain nearness to the 
Lord; *kuyoginam sudurlabham" ), [19]--- 

---who is like a personified form of the Kalpa Tree (the evergreen tree of the 
Gods that is supposed to grant all wishes) for his devotees (as the latter can obtain all 
that they desire by merely praying to the Lord and taking shelter with him; 
“svabhakta kalpa padapam"), and who is worthy of worshipping and serving 
cheerfully and with delight at all times (Samam susēvyamanvaham). [20] (19-20) 


280 


ar KU spufd | Adtseafasr Ufā 11 2% 1 
Wate 4 uf d dates Ui efg A 93 N 


anüpa rüpa bhūpatim. nato hamurvija patim. 21. 
prasida me namami te. padabja bhakti dehi me. 22. 


Oh Lord who is matchlessly beautiful and bewitchingly charming (anüpa rüpa), and 
who is the Lord of the earth (bhüpatirn)! I bow reverentially before Lord Ram who is 
the Lord (husband) of Janki (Sita) (nato hamurvija patim)! (21) 

Lord, be pleased with me (prasīda mē); I most reverentially bow before you 
(mē namami tē). Please grant me devotion for your lotus-like holy feet (padabja 
bhakti dehi me). (22) 
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pathanti ye stavam idam. naradarena te padam. 23. 
vrajanti natra sansayarn. tvadīya bhakti sanyutāh. 24. 


Those people who recite this hymn with devotion and faith, verily, they are blessed 
with having devotion for you, and they obtain your exalted supreme abode: there is no 
iota of doubt about it. (23-24) 
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(3.3) Lord Ram’s Hymn by Sage Sutikshan 


Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-21 that precede 
Doha no. 11: 
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caupāl. 


kaha muni prabhu sunu binati mērī. astuti karaum kavana bidhi tori. 1. 
mahima amita mori mati thori. rabi sanmukha khadyota amjori. 2. 


Sage Sutikshan (a disciple of sage Agastya) prayed to Lord Ram as follows: ‘Oh 
Lord! Please hear my prayer. How am I to sing your praises and sufficiently express 
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myself (because neither am I competent enough to do so, nor would whatever I may 
say be apt enough to sufficiently extol your glories with limitations that are inherent 
in the spoken word)? (1) 

Your glories are immeasurable and your majesty is supreme, whilst my 
intellect and comprehension has severe limitations, and scant is likewise my wit. To 
draw a parallel, my abilities as far as extolling your glories and praising your majesty 
are like a fire-fly when compared to the brightness of the sun! [So, say, how can I 
praise you, how can I sing your glories, and how am I to extol your virtues just like 
the fire-fly that cannot compare its brightness with that of the sun?] (2) 
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$yama tamarasa dama $ariram. jata mukuta paridhana municiram. 3. 
pani capa Sara kati tüniram. naumi nirantara $riraghuviram. 4. 


Your divine form is dark like a garland or string of blue lotuses. You wear a crown of 
matted hairs on your head, and attired in clothes that are like those of hermits. (3) 

Oh Lord Raghubir (Sriraghuviram: the brave Lord of the line of king Raghu; 
Lord Ram)! You hold a bow and an arrow in your hands, and have a quiver tied to 
your waist. (4) 
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moha vipina ghana dahana kr$anuh. santa saroruha kanana bhanuh. 5. 
nisicara kari varütha mrgarajah. tratu sada no bhava khaga bajah. 6. 


You are like the fire that burns or destroys the wild forest representing Moha (worldly 
delusions; attachments and infatuations; indulgences and temptations). 

You are like the sun to make the garden of lotuses representing sages, seers 
and hermits bloom and feel cheerful. [The lotus flower opens its petals in the day 
when the sun is seen in the sky. In this analogy, the exalted sages, saints, seers and 
hermits feel exhilarated and delighted when they remember Lord Ram and meditate 
upon him.] (5) 

For the hordes of elephants representing demons and other evil ones, you are 
verily like the lion. [Though the elephant is larger in size and stronger physically than 
the lion, the latter is easily able to overcome and kill the former. Likewise, Lord Ram 
is easily able to subdue and vanquish the scourge of the demons despite their being 
superior in numbers, size of the body, physical powers and strength.] 

Similarly, you are like the hawk when it comes to killing (or eliminating) the 
bird symbolising ‘Bhava’ (the cycle of birth and death in this mortal world). [To wit, 
you provide your devotees the boon of getting freedom from the cycle of 
transmigration.] (6) 
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aruna nayana rajiva suvésam. sita nayana cakora nišēšam. 7. 
hara hrdi manasa bala maralam. naumi rama ura bahu visalam. 8. 


You have eyes that are like the pink (or red-hued) lotus flower, and your general 
visage and appearance, your divine form, is magnificent and charming. 

You are like the moon for the bird called ‘Chakor’ that represent the eyes of 
Sita. [The ‘Chakor’ bird is enamoured of the moon, and when the latter rises in the 
sky, the bird fixes its gaze on it so much so that it becomes oblivious of everything 
else and follows the course of the moon across the sky by tilting its head accordingly. 
Likewise, Sita too loves Lord Ram very much and keeps the Lord within her sight. ] 
(7) 

In the heart of Shiva which is like the lake known as ‘Mansarovar’, you are 
like a young Swan that floats majestically on this lake of crystal clear water. [This 
lake is located in the upper reaches of the Himalayan Mountain range, near Mt. 
Kailash, the mythological abode of Lord Shiva. The lake has many a Swans floating 
on its crystal clear water. In this analogy, Lord Shiva’s heart is compared to this lake 
because it is pure, pious, holy and uncorrupt. Shiva always remembers Lord Ram, 
meditates upon the latter and reveres him as his deity. ] 

Oh Lord Ram, I bow most reverentially before you (naumi rama). You have 
a broad chest and long arms (i.e. the Lord is hugely magnanimous and compassionate 
in heart, and is always ready to lend his helping hand to him who needs it). (8) 
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san$aya Sarpa grasana uragadah. Samana sukarkasa tarka visadah. 9. 
bhava bhanjana ranjana sura yüthah. tratu sada no krpa varüthah. 10. 


He (Lord Ram) is like the legendary bird known as Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu; 
the divine Eagle) when it comes to eliminating doubts and confusions which are like 
snakes that are easily devoured by the former. [Garud is a sworn enemy of serpents; it 
swoops down on them and gobbles them up. In this analogy it is meant that Lord Ram 
can remove all worldly delusions, doubts and confusions if one seeks his shelter just 
like the case of Garud devouring all snakes without any effort. ] 

He can destroy the gravest of grief and despair that arises out of angry 
quarrels and heated disputes. [That is, if one faces this situation, then he can calm 
down and gain peace of mind and heart if he remembers the Lord.] (9) 

He can rupture or break the endless cycle of transmigration, and provides joy 
and delight to the community of Gods. 

Let that treasury of kindness, grace, mercy and compassion be benevolent and 
gracious upon us! (10) 
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nirguna saguna visama sama rüparn. jfiana gira gūtītamanūpam. 11. 
amalamakhilamanavadyamaparam. naumi rama bharijana mahi bharam. 12. 


The Lord is unique, matchless, and most mysterious in many respects. For instance, 
he is both ‘Nirguna’ (without attributes and forms) as well as ‘Saguna’ (one who has a 
distinct physical form and characteristics)', and he is variable and divergent (visama) 
as well as uniform, steady and unchangeable (sama)". 

He is unique and unparalleled; he is beyond the reach of Gyan (knowledge and 
wisdom), Vaani (speech; one who cannot be described) and Indris (both the gross and 
the subtle organs of perception)’. (11) 

['The ‘Nirguna’ form of Lord Ram refers to his cosmic form which is pure 
Consciousness, subtle, sublime, all-pervading and invisible. The ‘Saguna’ form refers 
to the same Lord who had revealed himself as a human being with the name “Ram”. 
As a human, he had physical form and characteristic features like all humans. 

?The essential form of Lord Ram is ‘pure consciousness’ that is eternal and 
unchangeable. He is steady and uniform in his mind and heart. But since he had 
assumed a human form he showed a wide variety of emotions and sentiments like 
ordinary human beings—i.e. he showed variations and changes in his behaviour, 
attitude and dealings in this world which would be at odds with his primary character. 
This is why the Lord is called a *maverick player' who does not conform to any given 
standards and yardstick. 

"There are five gross organs of perception—viz. eyes that see, nose that 
smells, skin that touches and feels, tongue that tastes, and ears that hear. The subtle 
organs are the mind and the intellect which analyse whatever information is received 
through the gross organs to arrive at a conclusion about any given situation. In 
essence it is meant here that it is not possible to know who the Lord actually is by 
employing any instrument that a person normally employs to learn about any thing. In 
other words, Lord Ram transcends all form of knowledge.] 

I bow most reverentially before Lord Ram who eliminates the burden of the 
earth, and who is most beautiful and unique, who is pure, uncorrupt, clean of all taints 
and is absolutely faultless, and who is eternal as he is without a beginning and an end. 
(12) 
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bhakta kalpapadapa aramah. tarjana krodha lobha mada kamah. 13. 
ati nagara bhava sagara setuh. tratu sada dinakara kula kétuh. 14. 


He is like a garden of Kalpa Trees for his devotees. [That is, he fulfills all the wishes 
of his devotees. The Kalpa Tree is the all wish-fulfilling tree of the Gods. Even one 
single Kalpa Tree can grant all wishes, so one can well imagine the amount of 
rewards one would get if one has access to a garden full of such trees! Even the Gods 
can grant wishes, but Lord Ram is simply like a huge royal treasury of boons and 
grants. | 
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He scares away or chases away (i.e. removes) all negativities and sufferings 
such as those arising out of Krodha (anger), Lobha (greed), Mada (arrogance, ego and 
haughtiness) and Kaam (lust and passion). [In fact, every living being suffers from 
these vices and their horrifying consequences. By taking shelter with Lord Ram and 
seeking the Lord’s blessings, one is easily able to get rid of these evils and their 
attendent problems. ] (13) 

He is an expert and skilled in all the virtues. He is like a bridge that can help a 
creature to cross over this ocean-like world. [It is easy to build a bridge over a river, 
but not across an ocean. An expert swimmer can swim across a river, but would 
drown in an ocean. Here it means that if one wishes to get over the horrors of this 
world and break free from the cycle of birth and death, it would be better for him to 
seek shelter with and help from Lord Ram.] 

Oh Lord who is like a ‘flag’ (i.e. the most exalted member) of the Solar Race! 
Please be kind to always extend your protection to me. (14) 
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atulita bhuja pratapa bala dhamah. kali mala vipula vibhanjana namah. 15. 
dharma varma narmada guna gramah. santata sam tanotu mama ramah. 16. 


The majesty and powers, the strength and reach of the Lord’s arms are legendary and 
unparalleled. Indeed, he is a treasury of astounding glory, of stupendous majesty, of 
immeasurable strength and endless powers. [To wit, no one, even the powerful Gods 
or anyone else in this creation can ever compare with Lord Ram's strength and 
powers, as well as his ability to protect his devotees. ] 

His divine and holy name is such that it can destroy or neutralise the gravest of 
sins and their consequences in the present age of Kaliyug (which is full of evil and 
vices). (15) 

He is like a shield of Dharma (virtues of righteousness, auspiciousness, 
probity, propriety, nobility and ethics). [The Lord protects and upholds these glorious 
virtues. | 

In all sooth, his glorious virtues give joy, delight and happiness. [To wit, Lord 
Ram is such a huge repository of excellent qualities and noble characters that when 
one remembers him and comes to know more about the Lord before whom one has 
surrendered, one is thrilled and excited, one feels privileged and very glad to be 
acquainted with such a noble, gracious and exalted Lord as Lord Ram. ] 

I pray that Lord Ram grant auspiciousness and welfare to me in an ever 
increasing mode. [That is, let me be blessed more and more with each passing day and 
year of my life.] (16) 
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jadapi biraja byapaka abināsī. saba ke hrdayant nirantara basi. 17. 
tadapi anuja sri sahita kharārī. basatu manasi mama kānanacārī. 18. 


Though you (Lord Ram) have a majestic presence and magnificent virtues (befitting 
you as the Lord of the world), though you are all-pervading and omnipresent, though 
you are imperishable (because you are eternal and infinite), and though you live in the 
heart of all living beings (in the form of their Atma or pure consciousness) [17]--- 

---still, oh the destroyer of the demon Khar (kharārī), please live in my heart 
in the form with which you roam in the forest with Sita and Laxman!. [18] (17-18) 

[Here, sage Sutikshan asks Lord Ram to bless him so that he can remember 
the Lord always in his pleasing form with which he had come to the sage's hermitage 
to pay a visit. The wise and enlightened sage knew all about spiritual philosophy and 
metaphysics, but they are dry subjects that are best dealt with in an intellectual 
gymnasium; they do not appeal to the heart which longs for love and affection that 
would only arise when something pleasing and appealing to the heart as well as the 
mind is found. And this was found by the learned sage in the form of Lord Ram who 
stood before him. In fact, the sage saw in Lord Ram a personified form of all 
knowledge and enlightenment of all hues. When the sun was at hand, what was the 
use of searching for another source of light?] 
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je janahim te janahum svāmī. saguna aguna ura antarajami. 19. 
jo kosala pati rajiva nayana. kara'u so rama hrdaya mama ayana. 20. 


Oh Lord! Those who think themselves to be learned and knowledgeable because they 
regard you as one who has a Saguna as well as a Nirguna form, as one who resides in 
the heart or inner-self of all living beings (as their Atma or pure consciousness)—let 
them think whatever they want, for I am not concerned with it. 

As for me, this is all that I want (and pray to you to grant me this single boon): 
Let the lotus-eyed Lord Ram, the Lord of the Kaushal clan (i.e. the ruling family of 
Ayodhya in which Lord Ram was born), make my heart his only abode. [That 1s, let 
Lord Ram live in my heart in the lovable form in which I behold the Lord before my 
eyes. I don't want anything else. I am not interested in metaphysics and spiritual 
philosophy sans this request.] (19-20) 
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Let me not be deprived of or forget this one single privilege and exalted feeling, even 
for a fleeting moment, that I am a humble servant (devotee) and Raghupati (Sri Ram) 
is my Lord!’ (21) 
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Lord Ram was exceedingly pleased upon hearing the words of the sage 
(Sutikshan). Feeling thrilled and delighted, the Lord cheerfully embraced the exalted 
sage and clasped him to his bosom. (22) 


(3.4) Lord Ram's Hymn by Jatau (the king of vultures) 


Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-16 that precede 
Doha no. 32: 


ŠO. WATT KU 3rTqU Pn [3 KIT WA Wen Wal g | 
GRU GE wes GSA US AT ASA AKT 3 I 
UAE We MIT TES sita ATA ATT | 3 | 
Pret AF ery enurer are fereret Wet ATA ATT 11 4 t 


chanda. 


jaya rama rüpa anüpa nirguna saguna guna preraka sahī. 1. 
dasasisa bahu pracanda khandana canda sara mandana mahi. 2. 
pathoda gata saroja mukha rajiva ayata locanam. 3. 

nita naumi ramu krpala bahu bisala bhava bhaya mocanam. 4. 


Jatau, the aged king of vultures, prayed to Lord Ram as follows: ‘Glory to Lord Ram! 
Oh Lord, your beauty and charm are matchless. You are both Nirguna and Saguna at 
the same time’. And verily it is said in all sooth and without any gainsay that you are 
the one who inspires all the good qualities known as ‘Sata Guna’ to come to the fore, 
play a dominant role and prevail in this creation (and overcome the resistance offered 
by the negative qualities known as the Tama Guna, and even supersede the mediocre 
ones known as Raja Guna)’. (1) 

Oh Lord, you have picked up the fierce arrow in order to cut-off the terrible 
ten arms of Ravana (the cruel demon king who has been inflicting undescribable 
horrors on this earth as well in the heaven)’. 

You are the one who is like the earth’s ornament. [The earth at that time was 
suffering horribly due to the demons, and none of its mighty kings or warriors who 
prided themselves for their valour and strength-of-arms dared to take on the cruel 
demons. At that time, it was Lord Ram who alone took up the responsibility to protect 
the earth. Hence, he is being honoured as the ‘ornament of earth’.] (2) 

You have a dark complexion like that of a rain-bearing cloud; your pretty face 
is like a lotus flower, and your eyes are wide and reddish or pinkish like a lotus flower 
of this hue. (3) 

Indeed I bow daily most reverentially before the merciful and gracious Lord 
Ram who has long, muscular and well-built arms, and who provides (grants) 
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liberation and deliverance from this world of delusions and transmigration, called the 
*Bhava'. (4) 

[That is, one the one hand you have no specific attributes that would define 
you exclusively because you are all-encompassing, and all the qualities that 
characterise an individual in the creation are vested in you, making you neutral in all 
respects. This refers to your cosmic, invisible, all-pervading, sublime and subtle form 
that is nothing but pure Consciousness. This is your *Nirguna' form. 

On the other hand, you have assumed a physical form as a human being 
recognised by the name of "Ram". Hence obviously, you have certain definite 
characters and qualities that distinguish you from others. This makes your form 
‘Saguna’. 

"The creation is a mix of good and bad qualities. Which of the two dominate 
marks the character and personality of an individual entity as well as of any particular 
age or time in history. At the beginning of creation, the excellent qualities, known as 
the ‘Sata Guna’ played a key role. As time passed, the worst of the qualities, known 
as the ‘Tama Guna’, reared their heads and suppressed the good ones. Somewhere in 
between there was some sort of balance because the transition was gradual. This 
transitory phase was qualified by the presence of the *Raja Guna'. Even at the worst 
of times, all the three sorts of Gunas are present in this creation; what matters is which 
one of them is prominent and dominant, and which is dormant and relegated to the 
back. The Lord is the supreme ruler and caretaker of this creation, and like any senior 
in a household he would naturally favour the noble qualities. So it is said here that 
Lord Ram motivates and helps the good qualities, known as 'Sata Guna' to remain 
steadfast and win the battle of wits! 

"The horrors perpetrated by the demons have been described in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 179—to Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 184.] 
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You have infinite and immeasurable strength and powers. You have no end or 
beginning, and therefore you do not have a birth. You have no form (this is definable, 
describable, specific, and physically visible). 

You are one, indivisible and without a second. [Though this entire creation 
consists of countless units each different from the other, and each said to have their 
origin in you, you still remain one and the same. It is like the case of water from the 
vast ocean being kept in countless jars of varying shapes and sizes and made from 
different materials. Will the ocean change, or would the contents of these innumerable 
containers be anything but water of the ocean?] 
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You are unmanifest; you are not visible to and cannot be perceived by the 
physical organ that sees things in this world (i.e. the eye). [This is because your 
essential form is formless, attributeless, all-pervading, sublime and subtle; it is 
nothing but pure consciousness. Inspite of this, those who are wise, are learned in the 
principles taught by the scriptures, are enlightened and self-realised, can easily 
experience your presence within their own self as their Atma, as their true ‘self’, 
albeit it is also true that you take a physical form to please and oblige your devotees 
when they do want it to be so.] (5) 

You are known as ‘Govind’—which means ‘He who can be known through 
the words of the Vedas (scriptures)’. [That is, the best way to be acquainted with you 
and to understand who you are is by understanding the meaning of the scriptures.] 

You are beyond the reach of any of the organs of perception and action of the 
creature's body. [These organs are: organs of perception such as the eye, nose, 
tongue, skin and ear, and the organs of action such as the hand, legs and mouth. These 
are the gross organs of the physical body. In other words, the Lord God cannot be 
accessed by employing expertise of any of the components of the gross body because 
these organs have their own limitations that are restricted to the gross physical world, 
and they cannot reach anything that is subtle and sublime.] 

You dispel all fears arising out of the pairs of opposites in this world (such as 
joy and sorrow; pleasure and pain; success and failure; birth and death; etc.] 

You are an embodiment of Vigyan (the knowledge that leads to the pure 
consciousness). 

You are the sustainer, protector, supporter and well-wisher of the earth, and 
take care of it as well as of all its inhabitants. (6) 

You provide joy, delight and happiness to the Mana (heart and mind) of all the 
countless saints and devotees who always adore and worship you, and who always 
repeat your sacred Mantras. (7) 

I reverentially bow before Lord Ram who loves and is loved by those who are 
selfless in their attitude and desire nothing for themselves; and who vanquishes such 
vices and evil tendencies as Kaam (lust, passion) etc. (8) 
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He (the Lord) who is extolled by the Srutis (ancient scriptures that have come down 
through the ages by the oral tradition) as being pure and free from all taints (cause by 
delusions), who is known as ‘Brahm’ (the Supreme Being who personifies 
Consciousness), who is all pervading and omnipresent, who is passionless, faultless 
and without any other kind of shortcomings, and who is without a birth (because he is 
eternal and imperishable)--- (9), 
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---he who is attained by exalted saints, hermits and ascetics by employing a 
number of methods such as Dhyan (discretion, contemplation and deep thought), 
Gyan (enlightenment and self-realisation), Vairagya (renunciation and dispassion 
towards this world of sense objects; by overcoming all temptations), and Yoga 
(meditation)--- (10), 

---verily and in all sooth he is the same Lord, the eternal fount of mercy and 
compassion, as well as a treasury of all beauty, who has manifested himself (as a 
human being recognised by the name of Lord Ram) to please, oblige and give 
pleasure to the whole world, both the inanimate and the animate. (11) 

He (Lord Ram in his manifested form) is like a honey-bee as far as my lotus 
like heart is concerned because the latter gets immense pleasure and unbound joy 
when it sees the Lord whose body reflects the beauty of countless Kamdeos (cupids; 
the patron deity of beauty and charm). [Just like the lotus flower welcomes the sight 
of the bee hovering over it and expresses its joy with a gesture of opening its petals, I 
too thoroughly delight at the bewitching sight of Lord Ram standing before me, 
spreading his matchless charm all around. I welcome him with a wide open heart! I 
wish he stays here in my heart to give me the privilege of enjoying his company at all 
times.] (12) 
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jO agama sugama subhava nirmala asama sama sitala sada. 13. 
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He (Lord Ram) who is at once both inaccessible as well as easily attained, who has an 
innocent or a neutral temperament and a faultless disposition, who is both partial and 
impartial (i.e. who favours his devotees and those who seek his help, shelter and 
refuge while being an impartial, neutral and an impassionate judge for the creation in 
general), who is always calm, poised, unruffled and serene---(13), 

---who is perceived by ascetics after having practiced exemplary self-restraint 
over their sense organs and the mind over a long period of time by employing a 
number of great efforts that enables them to do so---(14), 

---that Lord who is the Supreme Lord of the whole world that consists of three 
divisions (such as the heaven, the earth and the nether world), and who is the Lord 
(divine consort) of Rama (goddess Laxmi)—verily, he remains always within the 
reach and beck-and-call of his devotees. 

I pray: Let that Lord, whose divine praises and holy glories provide freedom 
from the cycle of birth and death (i.e. who grants liberation and deliverance from 
transmigration by his mere remembrance), reside eternally in my heart. (16) 
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(3.5) Lord Ram's Hymn by Brahma 
(the Creator; the first God of the Trinity) 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1—22 that precede 
Doha no. 111: 


ŠO. AMA HT GaN EY LTE ATH AT AT 9 I 
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chanda. 


jaya rama sada sukhadhama hare. raghunayaka sayaka capa dharé. 1. 
bhava barana darana simha prabho. guna sagara nagara natha bibho. 2. 


‘Glory be to Lord Ram who is an eternal abode of happiness, joy and delight, and who 
eliminates all the sorrows and miseries (i.e. things that are the opposite of happiness 
and joy) (of his devotees). 

Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram who was a Lord of the race of kings 
descending from Raghu who ruled over Ayodhya) holds a bow and an arrow in his 
hands. (1) 

Oh Lord (prabho)! You are like a lion for eliminating the fearsome and strong 
elephant representing the cycle of birth and death (or the cycle of transmigration in 
this mortal and gross world) that is known as ‘Bhava’. 

Oh Lord (natha)! You are an ocean of excellent virtues and noblest of 
qualities, and you are honoured by the epithet of ‘Vibho’, i.e. one who is all- 
pervading, omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, wise, clever, almighty, eternal and 
supreme. (2) 
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Your divine body is an embodiment or a concentrated form of incomparable beauty 
possessed by countless Kamdeos (cupids; the patron god of this quality). 

Verily, the Siddhas (mystics and those who have superhuman powers and 
knowledge), the most exalted amongst the sages, hermits and ascetics as well as 
learned poets and bards laud your glories and sing praised about your divine virtues. 
(3) 

Forsooth, your glory and fame are true and holy, and they purify all who sing 
and hear them. You had caught the ferocious serpent symbolised by the demon king 
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Ravana as easily as Garud (the legendary vehicle of Lord Vishnu and an Eagle) when 
the latter becomes angry’. (4) 

['The Garud is known to be an enemy of serpents, and he can swoop down 
from the sky to gobble them. In this verse, Lord Ram is compared to Garud, and the 
cruel demon king Ravana to the serpents because like the latter Ravana was also 
feared by the whole world. In the story of the Ramayana, Lord Ram had killed him on 
the request of the Gods and Earth. ] 
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Oh Lord (prabhu)! You charm your devotees and grant them delight and bliss; you 
destroy and dispel sorrows, grief and affright of all kinds. You are never angry, and 
are a personified form of knowledge about the Truth and Reality, about pure 
Consciousness. [That is, you are self-realised and enlightened, and when one has 
attained this transcendental spiritual state of existence, he never becomes angry. No 
vices, let alone anger, would affect such a realised soul.] (5) 

Your incarnation (as Lord Ram) is highly exalted and honourable, and it 
possesses the noblest and the most excellent of virtues and characters. Indeed, you 
have revealed yourself to remove the burden of the earth, and you are a veritable 
treasury where all forms of knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment have been 
concentrated. (6) 
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[But inspite of the fact that you have assumed a physical form of a human prince, you 
nevertheless, in your essential and truthful form, possess the following virtues—] 

You are always (sada) ever-present and unborn (aja). You are all-pervading 
and all-encompassing (byapaka). You are non-dual and only one (though you exist in 
two apparent forms, one as the ‘Nirguna’ or formless and invisible almighty Lord of 
creation, and the other as the ‘Saguna’ or the manifested form with its inherent 
limitations like the present form as Lord Ram; *mekam"). You are without an end or 
beginning (anadi). 

Oh Lord Ram who is a treasury and a mine of compassion, mercy and 
kindness! I bow before you with great delight, and do so most cheerfully, exuberantly 
and heartily. (7) 

Oh Lord who is like an ornament (i.e. most exalted and outstanding member) 
of the family of king Raghu (of Ayodhya)! Oh Lord who had slayed the demon 
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named Dushan’, and who eliminates or eradicates all the faults and shortcomings (of 
your devotees)! It is well established that Vibhishan was no more than a destitute, 
most humble and desolate, one who was deserted by even his family and race^— 
verily, you had by your graceful nature made him the king of Lanka. (8) 

[The story of the slaying of demons Khar and Dushan is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 18—to 
Doha no. 20. 

?Vibhishan was the younger brother of the demon king Ravana of Lanka. He 
was kicked and insulted by Ravana when he tried to make his elder brother see reason 
and avoid a war that was sure be ruinous for him. Vibhishan then left Lanka and took 
shelter with Lord Ram who not only welcomed him but also anointed him the future 
king of Lanka when the war ended. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 50.] 
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Oh a treasury of excellent Gunas (qualities, virtues) and Gyan (knowledge, wisdom, 
enlightenment about the Truth) (guna gyana nidhana)! Oh Lord who has no trace of 
pride and ego (amana)! Oh the one who is eternal and without a birth (ajam)! Oh 
Lord who is honoured by the epithet of ‘Vibho’ (bibhum; i.e. one who is all- 
pervading, omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient). And Oh Lord who is acclaimed 
as the one who is free from the snare of faults associated with Maya (delusions and 
falsehoods; *birajam")! I regularly and most reverentially bow before your Divine 
Self. (9) 

Verily, your arms are reputed to have stupendous powers and terrible (i.e. 
huge and immeasurable) strength (that make you invincible). In all sooth, you are an 
expert and are very deft in destroying huge contingents of those who are wicked, evil 
and vile. (10) 
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You are friendly and compassionate towards those who are meek, poor, downtrodden 
and humble, and look after their welfare and good without any ostensible reason (as a 
matter of habit, for you love all those who have no other source to get help, succour 
and solace). 
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I bow most reverentially before you along with Rama (the divine consort of 
Lord Vishnu, i.e. goddess Laxmi)’. Indeed, you are a treasury of stupendous beauty. 
(11) 

Lord, you are the one who helps a creature to cross over this measureless and 
horrifying ocean representing the cycle of birth and death (i.e. of transmigration). 

You are supreme and transcend (param = i.e. are beyond the parameters or the 
reach; not affected or influenced by) the law that covers the rest of this creation, i.e. 
the world that is governed by the law of ‘cause and effect’ (Karana kaja). Verily, you 
can remove or purge all the taints that would tarnish the creature due the countless 
evil desires and sinful tendencies that sprout from the creature's Mana (heart and 
mind)’. (12) 

[It is clear here that when the creator Brahma is praying to Lord Ram with 
Sita by his side, he is not praying or paying his homage to the ‘son of Dasrath and the 
king of Ayodhya who has been victorious in the war at Lanka', but to Lord Vishnu 
who had taken a human form as Lord Ram, with Laxmi accompanying the Lord as his 
human wife Sita, so that the task of the Gods and Earth, which was to get rid of the 
evil forces represented by the demons led by their king Ravana of Lanka that had 
been tyrannising them relentlessly, could be successfully done. 

^A living being would act and do something only when his Mana motivates or 
inspires him to act or do it. For instance, when one feels hungry, his mind tells him to 
look for food, even steal it if it is not to be found honestly. If one sees something 
beautiful, his heart longs for it, and this longing urges him to go get it. This is a 
simple and plain example of the working of the ‘cause and effect’ theory. But it is not 
that simple and innocent in the backdrop of the complexities of the gross world of 
material sense objects where the temptations and allurement are endless and one 
better than the other, luring the creature in a vicious trap from which he finds virtually 
impossible to get out if once he gets in. Resources are limited, giving rise to 
competition, which in its turn brings jealousy, malice, ill-will and antagonism, as well 
as strife and loss of peace. A creature becomes so deluded that he does not realise the 
whirlpool in which he has landed. 

In this scenario, devotees of Lord Ram are helped by the Lord, by the dint of 
their devotion for the Lord, to develop a pious and pure heart that motivates them to 
turn away from the grossness of the world around them and move on the path of 
righteousness and auspiciousness. They do not yearn for the world, which at once 
eliminates a lot many causes of the actions that a creature usually takes giving rise to 
hordes of problems for his spiritual well-being. 

According to the law of Karma from the metaphysical perspective, every 
action has its origin in a cause. The ‘cause’ is known as ‘Prakriti’ or ‘Nature’, and the 
‘effect or action’ is known as the ‘Creation’. In other words, this huge, indescribable 
and variable ‘creation’ has its origin in ‘Prakriti’. From our ordinary level of 
understanding we can visualise also when we realise that the same human race, born 
in the same process and having the same physical features and organs of the body, 
both external and internal, a body that functions in the same way, look and perceive 
and understand the world in different ways, with one person's understanding and take 
on the world and its circumstances being quite dissimilar to the other person's views 
of the same world with the same qualities.] 
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Ge afer dart sii | Ae AN HSM AAA GAT d %% di 


sara Capa manohara trona dharam. jalajaruna locana bhupabaram. 13. 
sukha mandira sundara Sriramanam. mada mara mudha mamata samanam. 
14. 


You (Lord Ram) are armed with a magnificent bow and an arrow (that you hold in 
your hands), as well as a quiver (that you tie around your waist). Your eyes have a 
reddish or pinkish hue like that of a red-lotus flower. 

You are the best amongst all the kings of the earth (bhüpabararn). (13) 

You are indeed a home to all joys, happiness and delight; you are beautiful 
and charming; and you are the divine consort of ‘Sri’ (i.e. goddess Laxmi, the patron 
deity of prosperity, wealth, success and well-being in this world). 

You are the one who destroys such evils as ‘Mada’ (pride, arrogance and 
haughtiness), ‘Mara’ (which is another word for ‘Kaam’ or worldly lust, passion and 
yearnings), and ‘Mudha Mamta’ or false sense of affection, possessiveness, and 
longing and belonging to this world. (14) 


SAE SVS A MAT TT | WHAT Gal Ga Sls A ATU $5 N 
Sta da Geta a came | teat ATA fürsrafirar STAT 2g N 


anavadya akhanda na gocara go. sabarüpa sada saba ho'i na go. 15. 
iti beda badanti na dantakatha. rabi atapa bhinnamabhinna jatha. 16. 


You (Lord Ram) are free from all faults and are beyond reproach (anavadya). You 
are indivisible and non-dual, steady and eternal (unlike the rest of the creation) 
(akhanda). 

You are beyond the purview of perception of the gross organs of perception of 
the creature's body (na gocara gO). [To wit, what we see as the person known as 
‘Lord Ram’ is not your true identity, for it is so sublime and subtle that the mind and 
the senses cannot see it. It is because your real form is ‘pure consciousness’ that is 
invisible, and has a transcendental and all-pervading existence.] 

Though it is true that whatever that exists in this creation is actually your all- 
pervading cosmic form manifested in all those individual as well as collective forms, 
but at the same time it 1s also true that none of them can ever be called your true 
form'--- (15) 

---in all sooth and without gainsay, this is what the Vedas affirm (iti beda 
badanti), and therefore it is not something based on mere conjecture, traditional 
beliefs, wild theorizing or heresy (na dantakatha). 

It is just like the case of the sun shining in the sky: for the ‘sun’ and its ‘rays’ 
are independent of each other but so closely interrelated that they exist simultaneously 
and cannot be separated from one another’. In a similar way, you (the Supreme Being 
represented by the cosmic Consciousness) and this world (the creation that was 
revealed in the light of this Consciousness) are interchangeable as well as independent 
of each other. (16) 

[The world or creation is gross, it is always changing; it has an origin and an 
end; it grows and perishes. But you are subtle and sublime; you remain constant and 
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steady as you are the eternal and imperishable cosmic Consciousness. You live in this 
world as its essence and reality, but not at the gross level of its existence. Therefore, 
though this world is said to be revealed from you, it is certainly not *you'. You 
transcend it; you go much beyond it. 

An instance would explain. We all know that water is made of atoms of 
Hydrogen and Oxygen (H2O). Water takes many physical forms—viz. steam, vapour, 
cloud, moisture, liquid, solid such as the ice in the household fridge or the glacier that 
cover huge tracts of land, and so on. Then its existence is affected by a vide range of 
circumstances—it is mixed with other fluids, many different chemicals and additives 
are added to it in varying proportions, it flows in a variety of ways such a rivers, 
streams, oceans, seas etc. But does this mean that the primary elements in it, i.e. the 
atoms of Hydrogen and Oxygen, undergo any change; does it mean that water truly 
represents the characteristic qualities of either of these two elements? Sure, the 
answer is an emphatic ‘No’. 

Similarly, the cosmic Consciousness remains the basic ingredient on life in 
this creation, but the latter is not the former, and neither is the former the latter. | 

“If there is the sun in the sky then it would inevitably produce light in the form 
of its rays. It cannot be otherwise; it cannot be that the sun and darkness go together. 
Whatever is within the realm of the sun would get its light, and would be visible to the 
world. 

If one sees the rays of the sunlight, he takes it for granted that there must be a 
sun shining in the sky. If one sees the sun in the sky then it cannot be denied that there 
is light in the world, and this light has its origin in the sun. As the sun moves across 
the sky, its light follows it; when the sun sets in the western sky, the rays too 
disappear. It is not possible to have the rays of the sun without the presence of the 
latter. These two, the ‘sun’ and its ‘rays’, cannot be segregated from one another. 

Likewise, Brahm or cosmic Consciousness, here symbolised by the sun, 
makes the creation apparent, or makes it possible for the creature to see it, to 
understand it in clear physical terms that are approachable, describable and 
comprehendible. This revelation or appearance of the world in the background of 
cosmic darkness is possible only in the light of knowledge provided by the 
consciousness, which is like the sun providing the world with its light through its 
rays. 

The sun exists even beyond the horizon, but since its rays are not here around 
us, we are not able to see our immediate surroundings; we would be groping in the 
darkness. Similarly, if we do not have wisdom and true knowledge that comes with 
realisation of the pure consciousness, we would be groping in the darkness of 
ignorance regarding the true nature of this creation. ] 


Pape faut Aa aT T | Cait TAT rey Tl V9 Il 
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krtakrtya bibho saba banara é. nirakhanti tavanana sadara é. 17. 
dhiga jivana déva sarira haré. tava bhakti bina bhava bhuli paré. 18. 


Oh Bibho (i.e. the all-pervading, almighty and supreme Lord, Sri Ram)! These 
monkeys (who fought alongside you in the war) are truly blessed and most fortunate 
as they watch your divine face reverentially this moment. [They are also blessed and 
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fortunate as they enjoyed the rare privilege of being so close to you and keep your 
company, have served you selflessly, and have obtained your blessings.] (17) 

Oh Hari (one of the many names of Lord Vishnu)! Shame is upon us (the 
Gods) who though have immortal life and a form that is divine but are still devoid of 
your devotion and remain engrossed in the affairs of the world’. (18) 

['The Gods have specific duties to perform in this world. They are like the 
magistrates, knights and commanders appointed by an Emperor to look after different 
aspects of administration and other affairs of the empire. Though they are powerful in 
themselves, they cannot surpass the Emperor. They also are not as close to him as the 
ordinary servant of his palace. If the Emperor's attendant, who is very diligent in 
serving his Lord, falls sick, the Emperor is more worried and concerned than when the 
brave knight takes to some illness—for the Emperor’s daily needs and wants are well 
known and well attended to by this particular servant than it is done even by the 
battery of other servants in the household, and the Emperor has unconsciously begin 
to favour him, while the duties of the far-off knight can be carried by someone else 
during his sickness; the Emperor is not directly affected in the latter case. 

These commanders, knights and magistrates have some gain to be had by 
serving the Emperor, such as the privileges that come with the powers that are 
bestowed upon them. But this poor and illiterate servant serves his Master without any 
powers and privileges that the commanders and magistrates enjoy. So the servant's 
service is selfless and without much of an expectations. He cannot hope to become a 
minister of the kingdom or the empire, or get some high honour and decoration like 
the knights and the commanders just because he is the Emperor's diligent servant, for 
he knows his limitations. 

The monkeys served Lord Ram without any selfish motives, for all of them 
were exceedingly humble and ordinary creatures. But the Lord blessed them like the 
shower of rain: he lived with them, he shared a part of his life with them, he sat with 
them, ate with them, slept with them, fought hand-in-hand with them. And why did 
the monkeys fight actually? They fought so that Lord Ram could kill the demons and 
free the Gods and the Earth of their tormentors. And in the process, the poor monkeys 
had to endure a lot of sufferings and make a great lot of sacrifices: suffered hardships 
of leaving their homes in Kishkindha and traveling so far from home, then crossing 
the mighty ocean to fight in an alien land with a ferocious enemy where each one of 
them must have been injured in the ensuing war. This again was a selfless service 
done for the sake of peace and security in this world. 

And who would benefit from their sacrifices: the Gods! It should be kept in 
mind that all this while when the war raged on the ground at Lanka, the Gods only 
stood in the sky to watch the proceedings on the battle-field! The creator Brahma 
realised this irony and felt morally guilty when he made the statement here that “the 
monkeys were really blessed, whereas the Gods should be ashamed of themselves".] 
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aba dinadayala daya kari'ai. mati mori bibhedakari hari'ai. 19. 
jehi te biparita kriya kari'ai. dukha so sukha mani sukhī cari'ai. 20. 
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Oh the Lord who is merciful and compassionate towards the humble, the meek and 
the poor! Be kind and gracious upon me by removing the delusions of my intellect 
(that propels me to distinguish this creation from you, that makes me think that I am 
the ‘creator of the world’, and that there is some sort of duality in the form of your 
Saguna and Nirguna forms). [Let me realise that everything, including my own self, is 
nothing but you in that form, is nothing but pure consciousness.] (19) 

Verily, it is due to this sense of confusion created by delusions that I keep 
committing errors, and feel merry at things which are only providers of grief and 
sorrows. [Here, Brahma refers to his job of creating, and acting as the old and wise 
patriarch of creation to whom all the Gods go for guidance. Brahma is so engrossed in 
the affairs of the world that inspite of knowing that it would perish, he goes on 
producing newer forms of creatures. Instead of advising the Gods to do meditation 
and seek eternal beatitude, he keeps them engaged in the myriad affairs of the world, 
making them belief that they are Superior Beings, i.e. the ‘Gods’. According to the 
Purans, the heaven where the Gods live is almost like our mortal world with its own 
hierarchy, mutual jealousy among its inhabitants, one-upmanships and bickerings. 
They too have enemies such as the demons. They too need food for survival, which is 
provided by the humans by offerings they make to the Gods during fire sacrifices and 
by other means.] 


Ue GSt mu TH BAT 1 Ug denso Aad AY SAT N 2% I 
TU Aah 4 NMS | ATS WA Wer AE |1 22 I 


khala khandana mandana ramya chama. pada pankaja sevita sambhu uma. 
21. 
nrpa nayaka de baradanamidam. caranambuja prema sada subhadam. 22. 


Oh Lord, you are the one who destroy those who are wicked and evil. [That is, you 
intervene to get rid of the negative elements in this creation when they try to upturn 
the cart of goodness and righteousness under they onslaught.] 

You are a decorative ornament of the earth. [That is, the earth is proud of you; 
it is because of you that the earth has got is glory and worthiness. You adorn it just 
like an ornament adorns the wearer and make the latter look attractive. Had it not been 
for your munificence and grace, the earth would have been an inhospitable planet like 
the rest in the solar system!] 

Your holy feet are being served by Lord Mahesh (Shiva) and his divine 
consort Parvati. (21) 

Oh the Leader of Kings (nrpa nayaka)! Please bless me with the boon that I 
may cherish an everlasting devotion and affection for your lotus like holy feet which 
are a perennial source of auspiciousness, blessedness and beatitude. (22) 
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(3.6) Lord Ram's Hymn by Indra (the King of Gods) 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1—20 that precede 
Doha no. 113: 


BO. FA TA AT ATA E aah Wad AANT N % N 
Sfc AM TT AT AT | YASS WAST WATT 21 
chanda. 


jaya rama sobha dhama. dayaka pranata bi$rama. 1. 
dhrta trona bara sara capa. bhujadanda prabala pratapa. 2. 


‘Oh Lord Ram who is an embodiment of astounding beauty and character (sobha 
dhama)! You give peace, rest, succour and solace to those who seek refuge with you 
and take your shelter (i.e. who are tormented by the world and come to surrender 
themselves before you, praying you to save them, to protect and help them). (1) 

You bear an excellent quiver, and hold a bow and arrow in your hands. I bow 
most reverentially to the Lord whose might and strength of arms are legendary and 
world famed. (2) 


U GERIT BT I uda TT erR UU 3 UI 
OS GS ANS AMA | STU Sa HEC MATA UU ¥ N 


jaya dusanari kharari. mardana nisacara dhari. 3. 
yaha dusta mare'u natha. bha'e deva sakala sanatha. 4. 


Glory to you oh Lord (Sri Ram) who is an enemy of the demons Khar and Dushan, 
and who has vanquished the fierce army of the demons’. (3) 

Oh Lord! You have slayed this evil, wretched and wicked demon (i.e. the 
demon king Ravana), and this has made the Gods fearless and feel secure’. (4) 

['The demons Khar and Dushan along with their army were slayed by Lord 
Ram earlier as described in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20. 

"The sight where this prayer was said by Indra was the battle-field of Lanka, 
and the time was when the Lord had slayed the fierce demons and their king Ravana. 
Hence, the words “yaha dusta mare'u" refers to the king of Lanka and of the demon 
race, 1.e. Ravana. | 


TU ET A UIT LATE Say 3TUR & Il 
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jaya harana dharani bhara. mahima udara apara. 5. 
jaya ravanari krpala. ki'e jatudhana bihala. 6. 


Glory to the Lord (Sri Ram) who has eliminated the burden of the Earth (by getting 
rid of the cruel demons led by their king Ravana). 

Oh Lord, your glories, munificence and benevolence are not only excellent, 
wonderful and stupendous but are also wondrous and so immense and profound that 
no one can fathom or count them (what to talk of describing them). (5) 

Glory to the merciful and compassionate (krpala) Lord who is an enemy of 
the demon king Ravana'. You have reduced all the wicked demons to complete 
plight”. (6) 

[Lord Ram is called krpala because he suffered hardships to kill the demons 
and their leader Ravana so that the rest of the world can live in peace. The Lord is at 
once a friend of all, including the demons as is evident when he accepted Ravana's 
own brother Vibhishan and made him a part of his group of advisors, and later on 
anointed him as the king of Lanka. The Lord does not have any personal animosity or 
ill-will against anyone, be he a demon by birth or anyone else. But he does not 
tolerate those who use their powers to make others suffer, and become so arrogant and 
haughty that they wouldn't listen to any wise counsel but continue to make others 
suffer inspite of warnings. In this case, Ravana represented all the demonic and evil 
forces in this creation that torment and tyrannise all its creatures, endlessly and 
without cause. So, being the Supreme Lord of this world, it was the Lord's moral duty 
to subdue him and get rid of him so that the rest of the world can live in peace. 

"When it is said that the Lord had reduced the demons to plight, it refers to the 
demons who were blood-thirsty, cruel and wicked. It does not refer to the good 
demons like Vibhishan (Ravana's brother), or Malyawant (Ravana's maternal uncle), 
or Marich (who was forced by Ravana to become the golden deer so that Sita could be 
stolen), or Mandodari (Ravana's wife), or Trijata (the demoness who had guarded Sita 
during captivity), or Singhika (who guarded the gates of Lanka and was humbled by 
Hanuman when he had entered the city in search of Sita)—for all of them personally, 
and other demons who aligned themselves with these noble demons, had formed a 
group that were not killed in the war. These demons may have had the physical body 
of the demon race, but their characters and heart were not like what one would mean 
and understand with the word *demon', for they were noble at heart and had a pious 
soul. 

It ought to be remembered here that after the war ended, it is not that Lanka 
was completely de-populated. There remained in it those demons who had not sided 
with Ravana, and when, after the war, Lord Ram had made Vibhishan the king of 
Lanka and of the future generation of the demon race, these survivors of the war, the 
good demons, thrived and re-populated the place.] 


hea afe Tet reb | fenu ser AT Aer 19 UI 
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lankēsa ati bala garba. ki'e basya sura gandharba. 7. 
muni sid'dha nara khaga naga. hathi pantha saba kern laga. 8. 
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Ravana, the demon king of Lanka, was exceedingly and outrageously proud of his 
strength, powers and invincibility. He had subdued and ridden rough-shod over all the 
Gods and the Gandharvas (demi-gods). (7) 

Nay, not only this, he was audacious enough to determinedly and relentlessly, 
without any sense of guilt or apprehension, pursue all other living beings in this 
creation in his dogged desire to subdue all, sparing none, and to bring the entire 
creation to its knees before him. so he had persecuted the exalted sages, the mystics 
and hermits as well as the ordinary human beings; he did not spare either the humble 
members of the animal race, right from the birds (who lived in the sky) to the reptiles 
(who lived a most humble and lowly life by being stuck to the surface of the earth), 
(8) 

[To wit, Ravana had become so haughty and arrogant of his powers and 
might that he wished to rule over the entire creation like a despotic tyrant, like a 
tyrannical and maniacal Emperor. He had started cruelly persecuting all living beings: 
in the heaven he subdued the powerful Gods and the Gandharvas, on the earth he 
started tormenting ordinary human beings as well as those who were exalted such as 
sages and mystics. Perhaps he may have feared from them—from the Gods due to 
their special strength and powers, and the humans, specially the sages and mystics 
because they had great mystical powers, but he had become so diabolical that he did 
not spare even the animals that couldn't possibly harm him by any stretch of 
imagination after he had conquered the Gods and the humans, for he started 
tormenting all the members of the animal race too, right from those who could reach 
high in the sky like the birds to those who were confined to the lower levels of the 
earth, such as the reptiles. 

So it was necessary and a moral duty for the Lord to bring him to justice, for 
which Lord Vishnu had come down to earth in the form of Lord Ram to put things in 
order.] 


USE Ta Bla TT puru ue UAT i 9 I 
a GAG db Caer ia AAT AATA ll 0 il 


paradroha rata ati dusta. payo so phalu papista. 9. 
aba sunahu dina dayala. rajiva nayana bisala. 10. 


He (Ravana) was ever-indulgent in animosity with the rest of the creation, and derived 
delight in afflicting suffering and plight upon others. Indeed he was most vile, wicked 
and evil (and it would not be wrong to say that he personified these vices). 

Verily, he got what he deserved; this sinful fellow got the punishment for all 
his sins and wickedness. (9) 

Now listen, Oh Lord who is ever so merciful and beneficent upon the poor, the 
meek and the humble, and who has lovely broad eyes that resemble an open lotus 
flower. (10) --- 
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mohi raha ati abhimana. nahim ko'u mohi samana. 11. 
aba dēkhi prabhu pada kanja. gata mana prada dukha purīja. 12. 


--- I (Indra) was very proud that there is no one comparable to me (in powers, 
strength, abilities, majesty etc., but all that came to a naught in front of Ravana whom 
you have vanquished, for I was completely impotent against him and had failed 
miserably to either protect my own dignity as well as the safety of the Gods of whom 
I am supposed to be a protector as I am their heavenly king!). (11) 

But now Oh Lord, when I have had the Darshan (holy viewing) of your holy 
lotus-like feet, this worthless pride that I had, a pride that is the breeding ground of all 
sorrows, miseries and grief, has been dispelled’. (12) 

['Indra is the ‘king’ of Gods, and true to his ilk, he thought that no one is 
greater than him. But he had to bite the dust before Ravana. Now that Lord Ram 
slayed the powerful demon, Indra realised who was stronger, he or Lord Ram. This 
punctured the balloon of his pride! 

The spiritual and metaphysical principle affirmed here is that 'pride, ego, 
haughtiness and arrogance', collectively called *abhimana" or *mana", are the cause 
of many a problems faced by the creature in his life. By overcoming this one negative 
trait, many sufferings can be easily avoided.] 


als sr Patt are | stare wife SIG Ta 11 9 3 N 
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ko'u brahma nirguna dhyava. abyakta jehi $ruti gava. 13. 
mohi bhava kosala bhüpa. $rirama saguna sarüpa. 14. 


Some prefer to worship and meditate upon the *Nirguna' (the all-pervading, attribute- 
less, invisible and cosmic) form or aspect of Brahm (the Supreme Being) who has 
been described by the Vedas as being ‘Avyakta’—one who is not manifested or 
visible; one who cannot be perceived and described as he has no specific attributes, 
and also because he is most sublime and subtle. (13) 

But Oh Lord Ram, as for me, I love to adore this visible form of yours, known 
as your ‘Saguna’ form as the King of Kaushal. [The word ‘Saguna’ is the opposite of 
'Nirguna', and it refers to the Supreme Being's visible form during one of his 
manifestations.] (14) 


aefe sn Wü DH wed arg PER! $5 II 
"ife soft fret ara (x arf vurfrema t 95 i 


baidēhi anuja samēta. mama hrdayam karahu nikéta. 15. 
mohi jani'ai nija dasa. de bhakti ramanivasa. 16. 


Oh Lord! Please make my heart an eternal and divine abode for your own self along 
with Vaidehi (Sita, the Lord's consort) and your younger brother (Laxman). (15) 


302 


Oh Lord Ramanivasa (i.e. the Lord who lives in the heart of goddess Laxmi)! 
Regard me as your devotee and humble follower, and bless me with (the fruit of) your 
devotion. (16) 


S0. d wf TATTTATA ATA EUCH Aaa di V9 II 
ga SITH NTH Tae aa sem BTA TATA I e Ul 


chanda. 


de bhakti ramanivasa trasa harana sarana sukhadayakam. 17. 
sukha dhama rāma namami kama anēka chabi raghunayakam. 18. 


Oh Lord Ramanivasa! Grant me your devotion. Oh Lord, you are the one who dispels 
all the fears of those who have taken shelter with you and sought refuge at your holy 
feet. You give delight to all of them by bestowing peace, joy and happiness upon 
them. (17) 

Oh Lord Ram who is an abode of peace, joy, happiness and delight (sukha 
dhama)! 

I bow most reverentially before Lord Ram (rama namami) who is the Lord of 
King Raghu's Race, and who embodies in himself the charm and the beauty of 
countless Kamdeos (cupids; the patron god of these qualities)! (18) 


WW de GH gs USM ISP STRA d $9 
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sura brnda ranjana dvanda bhanjana manuja tanu atulitabalam. 19. 
brahmadi sankara sebya rama namami karuna komalarn. 20. 


Oh Lord who grants joy and happiness to all the Gods! You quell all the confusions 
and doubts that arise from opposite experiences or contrary situations in this creation 
(*dvanda bhanjana"; thereby giving peace and rest to the mind of the creature). 

Oh Lord, you have assumed a human form (manuja tanu), and have 
incomparable strength, majesty and powers (atulitabalam). (19) 

You are being served and adored by even Brahma (the creator) and Lord Shiva 
(the concluder of creation). Oh Lord Ram who are tender due to your merciful and 
compassionate nature. I reverentially bow before you.’ (20) 
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(3.7) Lord Ram's Hymn by Lord Shiva 
(the third God of the Trinity; the concluder of creation) 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1—9 that precede 
Doha no. 115: 


ŠO. ATĒNU TC Aah d EET AT ST GPa HL ATA I g UI 
Tle Wer Vest Wiis pue fau TTT qo SAT 0 2 Ul 
chanda. 


mamabhiraksaya raghukula nayaka. dhrta bara capa rucira kara sayaka. 1. 
moha maha ghana patala prabharijana. sansaya bipina anala sura rarijana. 2. 


‘Oh the Chief of the Raghu Race (Lord Ram)! Holding an excellent bow and a 
shining arrow in your hands, please give me your protection, please save me. (1) 

For the sake of sweeping away huge banks of dark clouds representing the 
greatest of ‘Moha?’ (delusions; worldly attachments and temptations), you are 
veritably like a very strong force of wind. 

Similarly, for the sake of destroying and reducing to ashes a dense and wild 
forest representing ‘Sansaya’ (uncertainties, dilemmas), you are truly like a wild fire 
(before which no forest can survive). 

In all sooth and without gainsay, oh Lord, you are the one who grants joy and 
delight to all the Gods at once. (2) 


SRT GTA ITT HÍG Gat | WA qu Wert uera faemenc t 3 N 
TU Hl AS ST GAT Deng PAT TT TAT UU Y I 


aguna saguna guna mandira sundara. bhrama tama prabala pratapa divakara. 
3. 
kama krodha mada gaja pancanana. basahu nirantara jana mana kanana. 4. 


You (Lord Ram) are both ‘Saguna’ as well as ‘Nirguna’. [That is, you have a 
transcendental, all-pervading, all-encompassing, omnipresent, most sublime and 
subtle existence as the Supreme Lord of creation and the cosmic Consciousness. As 
such, you exist both in the visible and the invisible form; you have no specific form 
with characteristic attributes because you are invisible, subtle and sublime, but at the 
same time when you reveal yourself in a visible form you assume them. ] 

You are an abode of (or an embodiment of) all the excellent and beautiful 
virtues, and hence you are beauty personified. 

For the purpose of eliminating the darkness (tama; uncertainties and 
consternations) represented by ‘Bhrama’ (having doubts and confusions arising out of 
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ignorance, lack of true knowledge, and caused by delusions), you are like the glorious 
sun with its astounding brilliance (and powers to counter darkness effectively and 
effortlessly by its mere presence). (3) 

Similarly, for the purpose of vanquishing powerful, strong and robust 
elephants symbolised by such vices as ‘Kaam’ (lust and passion), ‘Krodh’ (anger, 
wrathfulness) and ‘Mada’ (ego, arrogance, haughtiness), you are like a lion. Therefore 
oh gracious Lord, please be kind to live perpetually in the forest represented by the 
Mana (mind and heart) of this devotee and servant of yours. 

[The lion is so skilled that it can easily kill an elephant which is many times 
stronger, more muscular and bigger in size as compared to the former. Likewise, 
though these evil tendencies in a creature are very strong in themselves, but they don’t 
stand a chance when Lord Ram decides to remove them and stop them from 
tormenting his devotees. The negative qualities listed here have their seat in a 
person’s heart and mind. Hence, Lord Shiva requests Lord Ram to live in his Mana so 
that he is always free from the fear of Kaam, Krodh and Mada.] (4) 


Raa ANA UST HA TT | WaT ATT SAT UTT HA N y i 
Ta STR GT UTA ST LATA AIT ES LS GET Ut & NI 


bisaya manoratha punja kanja bana. prabala tusara udara para mana. 5. 
bhava baridhi mandara paramam dara. baraya taraya sansrti dustara. 6. 


For the purpose of destroying a thick cluster of lotus flowers representing desires for 
sensual pleasures and the sense objects of comforts and pleasure in the material world, 
you are like the deep frost. [The frost is an enemy of the lotus. No matter how fine a 
garden may be of lotus flowers, but once there is frost the entire garden is ruined as all 
the lotuses die.] 

Oh Lord, you are very magnanimous, gracious, broad-hearted and liberal in 
your temperament, by your natural habit. 

Verily, you have a transcendental existence that is beyond the reach and 
purview of the Mana (mind and heart); you cannot be comprehended or reached by 
the Mana. (5) 

For the sake of churning (or crossing over or overcoming the resistance) of the 
ocean like world of birth and death (the world of transmigration with its attendent 
sufferings and horrors), you are veritably like the great Mandrachal Mountain. [This 
mountain was used by the Gods and the Demons as a churning rod when they had 
churned the ancient ocean in search of Amrit, the elixir of eternity and bliss. Here it 
implies that if one wishes to attain this Amrit, one should seek the blessings and help 
of Lord Ram.] 

Oh Lord! Please dispel our gravest of fears and consternations, and take us 
across the formidable and most terrible ocean represented by this world (of 
transmigration, of countless sorrows and fears, of insurmountable spiritual problems 
and moral hurdles, of irresistible temptations and sensual desires, of greed, malice, 
jealousy, hatred and selfishness, and so on and so forth, that all act like churning 
whirlpools and fierce crocodiles and ferocious sharks, ever ready to pounce upon us at 
the first chance, and from which it is well-neigh impossible for us to free ourselves 
and get across on by relying merely on our own strength). (6) 
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VET ma mia fairest Lm Sey Wate Tera d V 1 
st teal fed PH | TAR WA TT AA ST STATS I 


syama gata rajiva bilocana. dina bandhu pranatarati mocana. 7. 
anuja janaki sahita nirantara. basahu rama nrpa mama ura antara. 8. 


Oh Lord who has a dark-complexioned body (syama gata), and large, lotus-like eyes 
(rajiva bilocana)! You are a friend of the poor, the meek and the humble (dina 
bandhu). You remove the fear of all those who take shelter with you from all their 
sorrows and miseries (pranatarati mocana). 

Oh King Ram (rama nrpa)! Please reside always in my heart along with your 
younger brother (Laxman) and your divine consort Janaki (Sita). (8) 


YA wr afe HSC HST | ITT wy ara GST i 9 NI 
muni ranjana mahi mandala mandana. tulasidasa prabhu trasa bikhandana. 9. 


Oh Lord! You give joy, happiness and delight to the exalted sages and hermits. 

You are an ornament of the entire earth. [Just like the case of a person’s body 
being decorated by the jewels he or she wears, the earth is all the more fortunate that 
you had chosen to take a birth here and live on it, walk on its surface, perform so 
many deeds, and spread the message of Dharma propounded by the scriptures by 
setting the practical standards regarding the principles of righteousness, 
auspiciousness, nobility, ethics, probity and propriety by your own example and life. 
The earth has become all the more worthy, beautiful and glorious place to live 
because you decided to visit it, for otherwise, it would have been one of the so many 
other planets in the solar system on the one hand, and on the other hand it would be a 
place full of vices and sins, and dominated by demonic forces as the case was earlier 
when the demons, led by Ravana, had ruled over it. ] 

You are the dear Lord of Tulsidas (tulasidasa prabhu)', and the one who 
ruptures, destroys and reduces to pulp all sorts of fears and torments (trasa 
bikhandana).' 

[The phrase “tulasidasa prabhu” used here can have two applications that 
would change the meaning of this last stanza. One is in the way as done herein above. 
The other would be as follows: “Tulsidas says that the Lord is the one who removes 
all the fears and consternations." In this latter case, the last part of the hymn would be 
an observation made by Tulsidas instead of being a part of the prayer of Lord Shiva. It 
means that Tulsidas added his own comments here while narrating Shiva's prayer in 
his book *Ram Charit Manas'. ] (9) 
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(3.8) Lord Ram's Hymn by the Vedas 
(personified form of the most ancient and primary scriptures) 


Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 1—24 that precede 
Doha no. 13. 


ŠO. wea wp Pa wu KU arm qu SEDE 91 
aah es Was Pa user ST IT TST BTN 3 N 
aA A Ga a fash area qu eg | 3 | 
ST WAMU durer WY Aah Wien AAAS 11 N 


chanda. 


jaya saguna nirguna rüpa rüpa anupa bhüpa siromane. 1. 
dasakandharadi pracanda nisicara prabala khala bhuja bala hane. 2. 
avatara nara sansara bhara bibhanji daruna dukha dahe. 3. 

jaya pranatapala dayala prabhu sanjukta sakti namamahe. 4. 


‘Glory and Hail to the Lord (Sri Ram) who has both a ‘Saguna’ and a ‘Nirguna’ 
form’. [That is, the Lord has a transcendental form that has both the characters of the 
cosmic Consciousness that has no particular form as it is all-pervading and all- 
encompssing, as well as of the Supreme Being who has taken a human form with 
specific characters and virtues.] 

You have a form that is matchlessly beautiful and bewitchingly charming. 

Oh Lord, you are the King of kings, and the most exalted amongst them. (1) 

You have slayed, with the strength of your arms, Ravana and other demons 
who were most formidable, extremely terrible, very powerful and strong, and highly 
wicked and evil. (2) 

Verily, oh Lord, you have manifested in the form of a human being to remove 
or eliminate the burden of the world (represented by these demons and the diabolical 
horrors they have been perpetrating for ages), and have literally reduced to ashes the 
hordes of sorrows and miseries that had been tormenting the world (due to the tyranny 
unleashed by these cruel demons). (3) 

Glory to you! I (the personified form of the Vedas) most reverentially bow 
before you along with your divine Shakti (dynamic cosmic powers that are 
represented by Sita, your wife, who, by the virtue of her association with you, has 
made you an embodiment of these cosmic dynamic powers). (4) 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 115 in the prayer of Lord Shiva.] 


qa fa HAT TA GATT IIT AL SET SET STG | 
qa der yna aa facta ferfer caret eni TART ATI 8 N 
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SATA en f Het facie fafate ga a Fae 1 9 
UF Wes GSA GB gH HS TS WH TK I C N 


tava bisama maya basa surasura naga nara aga jaga hare. 5. 

bhava pantha bhramata amita divasa nisi kala karma gunani bharé. 6. 
je natha kari karuna biloké tribidhi dukha te nirbahe. 7. 

bhava khéda chedana daccha hama kahunt raccha rama namamahe. 8. 


Oh Hari (literally ‘one who steals or dispels all sorrows and grief’; here meaning Lord 
Ram, and referring to Lord Vishnu as this word is one of his many divine names)! 
Under the spell of your formidable Maya (delusions) and overcome by its astounding 
strength and powers to subdue one and all, every entity in this creation, such as the 
gods, the demons, the naagas (lords of the subterranean world) and the human beings, 
nay, not only them but all the rest of those who are animate as well as those who are 
inanimate in this world, are ensnared by the factors of Kaal (time and death), Karma 
(deeds and their natural consequences that determine one's destiny) and Gunas' 
(qualities that decide a person's nature and temperament), and are driven by these 
drivers on the path that never seems to end, but keeps all the creatures trapped 
endlessly in the cycle of birth and death’. (5-6) 

[The Gunas are three in number, such as the Sata Guna, the Raja Guna and 
the Tama Guna. These are the basic qualities that every creature has in him. They 
determine his way of thinking and behaviour. An admixture of the three, along with 
the other two factors of Kaal and Karma or deeds that a creature does in his life 
determine his destiny. It is such a vicious cycle that it never stops or ends. This 
perpetually traps the creature in this world, and his soul never finds rest and peace. 

?The reason for this is that Maya, or delusion, has cast its snare over the entire 
creation which prevents anyone from realising the predicament he is in. The result is 
that all the creatures remain engrossed and indulgent in this world without bothering 
for liberation and deliverance, or even being aware of the fact that one is miserable 
and his misery is self-inflicted. Surely, if one would be freed from Maya, he would be 
freed from all the troubles and mischief caused by Maya. And how can this be 
achieved? It is explained below—] 


In all sooth oh Lord, out of these creatures (who are bonded to this world under the 
spell of Maya), those upon whom you become benevolent and graceful, those upon 
whom you cast your merciful eyes of compassion and kindness, are the ones who are 
blessed with the boon of freedom from all the types of sorrows and miseries caused 
by the three drivers mentioned here (1.e. Kaal, Karma and Gunas). 

Oh Lord who is skilled in releasing one from the sufferings incumbent in the 
cycle of birth and death. Please grant us your protection; please save us”. We (the 
Vedas) reverentially bow before you. (7-8) 

[Here, the Vedas are praying on behalf of world which is tormented by 
countless miseries, and from which it finds difficult to free itself.] 


SIT AT ferra aa Ha arts vie A 317831 g 1 


a Us Ot Geis uerafür Utd TA qui ST i 90 N 
facara aft wa oma ufteft ara da st erg TRI R 
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ITU ATA aa fara sra aes Tet ATA GT STATE ll 9 9 I 


je gyana mana bimatta tava bhava harani bhakti na ādarī. 9. 

te pa'i sura durlabha padadapi parata hama dekhata hari. 10. 
bisvasa kari saba asa parihari dasa tava je ho'i rahe. 11. 

japi nama tava binu $rama tarahim bhava nātha so samaramahe. 12. 


Those who became falsely proud and haughty under the false impression that they are 
learned and wise (because they have studied the scriptures), and under their delusion 
and vanity had foolishly shown disrespect to or had discarded your devotion which is 
able to eliminate the fear of birth and death, oh Lord, we (the Vedas) have observed 
that such people have fallen from grace and become decimated inspite of having 
attained an exalted position in the rank and file of the society, and had achieved a 
stature that made them equivalent in honour and rank to Brahma (the creator) and 
other Gods’. (9-10) 

['Here the Vedas refer to those misguided people who say that they are 
learned and knowledgeable, that they know everything said in the scriptures about 
liberation and deliverance, such people have lost track of the reality in their vanity 
and arrogance of knowledge. They may acquire great respect, fame and honour in the 
world which looks upon them as its guide and teacher, being highly learned men of 
letters. These people call themselves Gurus, and gather a huge crowd of followers. In 
their false ego and self-proclaimed spiritual abilities, they declare themselves as 
super-humans and geniuses who know what is and how to attain freedom from the 
cycle of transmigration and the problems associated with it. The ignorant world 
begins to worship them as living gods or god-men; they are put on a pedestal 
equivalent to Brahma and the other Gods. But then what actually happens? Such 
pretenders not only sink their own boat but drag the entire fleet into drowning with 
them! They abandon the truthful path that provides liberation and deliverance to the 
creature, the path of ‘devotion for Lord God’ which is the path advised in the Vedas, 
because they think it is inconsequential and ineffective. Indeed, such misled people do 
not understand what true Gyan or enlightenment means; they have not understood the 
meaning and the intent of the Vedas. They do not understand that it is not the physical 
body of some prince known as Ram that is being honoured and praised by the Vedas, 
but it is the ‘pure cosmic Consciousness’ and the ‘Supreme Being’ in a manifested 
pure form that is being advised to be followed and having devotion for when the 
scriptures refer to Lord Ram. ] 


But when true wisdom and true knowledge dawns upon them, they realise their 
shortsightedness and folly, and then they abandon all other hopes and means (of 
attaining freedom from the cycle of birth and death and its accompanying horrors, of 
obtaining freedom from all sorrows incumbent with a mortal life in this gross, 
mundane and perishable world), and surrender before you to become your ardent 
devotee and follower. 

They begin to rely solely upon repeating your holy name as a means to cross 
over this mundane world of transmigration very easily and effortlessly (instead of 
following so many difficult philosophies and paths for attaining the same destination 
as obtained simply by your devotion, such as the paths of doing ‘Tapa’ or severe 
penance and austerities, ‘Yoga’ or meditation, ‘Dhyan’ or contemplation, *Yagya' or 
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various religious sacrifices, ‘Daan’ or making charities and giving alms, and so on 
and so forth). 

Verily indeed, it is for this reason we the Vedas so reverentially bow before 
you (Lord Ram) and invoke your blessings. (11-12) 


Bae faa aret usa ver wr uda Aa qd i23 i 
we Frim at sifear Actes Ta UT 9% t 

saa Hits BiH ha Ud aM fara hech fant Ts | ku I 
Ud ha ga Uha WH We Pret STSITHE I 98 N 


je carana siva aja püjya raja subha parasi munipatini tari. 13. 
nakha nirgata muni bandita trailoka pavani surasari. 14. 

dhvaja kulisa ankusa karija juta bana phirata kantaka kina lahe. 15. 
pada kanja dvanda mukunda rama ramesa nitya bhajamahe. 16. 


Your holy feet are revered and worshipped by the unborn Brahma ("aja”)!; and even 
Lord Shiva (the two Gods of the Trinity); the auspicious dust of your holy feet had 
liberated and redeemed the wife of sage Gautam (i.e. Ahilya from her curse that had 
made her into a stone, but she was freed from this curse when Lord Ram touched her 
with the dust of his feet)”,---[13] 

---the stream of the holy river Ganges, known as *surasarī” as it is the 
heavenly river (“sari”) flowing in the heaven and adored by the Gods (“sura”), which 
is honoured even by the great sages and which purifies all the three divisions of the 
universe (i.e. the heaven, the earth and the nether world), has emerged from the nail of 
your holy feet’; ---[14] 

---the holy feet the soles of which bear the auspicious signs of a flag, the 
thunderbolt, a goad and a lotus (the signs that are marked on the sole of Lord 
Vishnu's divine feet) have been scarred by the thorns that pricked them as you walked 
barefoot on the path of the forest during your journey through it, ---[15] 

---Oh Mukund (one who grants liberation), Oh Lord Ram, Oh Ramesh (the 
dear husband of goddess Rama or Laxmi)—we, the Vedas, worship and adore these 
two holy feet of yours most reverentially and devotionally. [16] (13-16) 

['Brahma, the creator, was the first to come into existence when the Viraat 
Purush, the cosmic form of the Supreme Being, decided to initiate the process of 
creation. Brahma was this Supreme Being’s first revelation with the express purpose 
of initiating the process of creation. He is said to ‘unborn’ as he did not take birth in 
the conventional way other living beings were created; there was no father from 
whom he was born—for he was a self-manifested form of the Viraat Purush. He is the 
most ancient of the Gods, and the eldest Being in creation; there is no forefather of 
Brahma. He derives his name from “Brahm”, the Supreme Being and the cosmic 
Consciousness that took a form known as Brahma as the first step towards the rolling 
forward the cycle of creation. Since he had no predecessor, he is called ‘Unborn’. 

"The story of Ahilya’s liberation is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 210—to Doha no. 211. 

It has been described in detail in Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, in 
its Baal Kand, Canto no. 5, verse nos. 14—42. 
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"The story of river Ganges was described in brief to Lord Ram by sage 
Vishwamitra in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 212. 

It has been described in detail in: (1) The story of the origin of the holy river 
Ganges is narrated in Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran, Skandha 5, Canto 17, verse nos. 
1-10; and (ii) Valmiki's Ramayan, Baal Kand, Sarga 38—44.] 


Spree qerqerfa TS venerem FATA 3T 1 99 1 
We chip ATT Wu ata STM Ut SETS XP U 92. UI 
wel WoT faférenz us afer stehfer Ae snf2ra TE 199 1 
UA GTA "reet fra ciun fsreu AAAS ll Ro N 


abyaktamülamanadi taru tvaca cari nigamagama bhane. 17. 
sata kandha sakha parica bisa aneka parna sumana ghane. 18. 
phala jugala bidhi katu madhura beli akeli jehi āšrita rahē. 19. 
pallavata phülata navala nita sansara bitapa namamahe. 20. 


[These verses describe the cosmic form of Lord Ram as the Viraat Purush or the 
Supreme Being. It is envisioned here that the Lord is like a huge Tree from which the 
creation has emerged.] 

Oh Lord! You are ‘Abyakta’ (one who is so subtle and sublime that he cannot 
be described and seen; one who is not revealed but permeates and pervades through 
out the creation in an invisible form; one who is invisible yet whose presence and 
existence are irrefutable); you are *Müla' or the essence and root of this creation and 
everything that exists in it (1.e. the entire gamut of creation has its origin in you); you 
are ‘Anadi’ or one who has no end or beginning, and you are the :*Mülamana' or the 
primary form of the cosmic mind represented by the original Nature known as the 
Prakriti from which the rest of everything in existence emerged. [In other words, the 
Lord is the “root” of the primary cosmic Tree. This Tree has been in existence since 
time immemorial, and no one knows about its roots which pre-existed the time itself. ] 

The Vedas (ancient scriptures) and the Agamas (the Tantras) affirm that this 
huge cosmic Tree has four layers of bark (taru tvaca cari). [These symbolise the four 
states of existence of consciousness in this creation: viz. (1) the waking state known as 
the Jagrat, (11) the dreaming state known as the Swapna, (iii) the deep sleep state 
known as the Sushupta, (iv) and the transcendental state of pure consciousness known 
as the ‘self’ or the Turiya.] (17) 

It has six stems (sata kandha). [These are the six forms in which the creation 
exists: viz. (1) to be known as ‘Asti’, (ii) to come into existence known as 'Jaayate', 
(iii) to undergo transformation and change of form known as ‘Viparinamate’, (iv) to 
grow and develop known as ‘Vardhate’, (v) to decay known as ‘Kshiyate’, and (vi) to 
perish known as ‘Kshiyate’.] 

It has twenty-five branches (sakha panca bisa). [These are the following: 
Prakriti or primary Nature + Mahat or the cosmic intellect and reason + Ahankar or 
the cosmic senses of ego and pride + Mana or the cosmic mind + Chitta or the cosmic 
sub-conscious aspect of the mind and intellect the five cosmic organs of perception 
such as hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling and tasting + the five cosmic aspects of 
perception such as to hear, to see, to feel, to smell and to taste that are collectively 
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called the Tanmatras or subtle elements + the five principal elements that together 
make the building blocks of this gross creation, called Panch-Mahabhuts, such as the 
sky, air, fire, water and earth — twenty-five basic aspects of creation which were 
revealed from the root of this cosmic Tree.] 

This Tree has countless leaves and beautiful flowers of all hues (aneka parna 
sumana ghane). [These refer to the myriad forms with countless variations in which 
this colourful creation exists. It also means that the countless desires that exist in this 
creation are the many leaves of this gigantic Tree of creation, and the equally 
countless ways and means adopted to fulfill these desires are the flowers because 
these ways and means result in reaching the goal because these ‘flowers’ represent the 
visible reward of all successful the efforts made to fulfill one's desires.] (18) 

This Tree bears two types of fruits—ones that are sweet, and others that are 
bitter (phala jugala bidhi katu madhura). [These two types of fruits symbolise 
either a happy or an unhappy experience that a person has in this world; they 
represent success and failure in this world. Some of the efforts to fulfill one's desires 
yield happy results, and others make a person feel bitter and sad. Thus, the sense of 
pleasure and joy on the one hand, and sorrows and pain on the other hand are the two 
types of sweet and bitter fruits respectively found on this Tree.] 

The Tree has a creeper that is entwined around it and finds its support in this 
Tree (bēli akeli jehi asrita rahē). [This creeper that clings to this Tree is the ‘Maya’ 
or the delusions that firmly grasps everything in this creation in its tentacles just like a 
creeper that firmly holds on to a tree and thrives on it.] (19) 

This ‘creeper’ thrives and draws its nourishment from this cosmic Tree, and it 
gives out newer leaves and flowers of its own every now and then in a perpetual 
manner (pallavata phülata navala nita). [That is, Maya creates its own set of desires 
and yearnings, and impels the creature to make efforts to fulfill them.] 

Oh Lord! We most reverentially bow before this cosmic form of yours which 
is like a huge Cosmic Tree of the Universe from which everything that exists has 
emerged and upon which the entire universe rests (sansara bitapa namamahe). 


TFA STSTHETEITSTGRTSEE TIUS. Aa | 2% | 
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jé brahma ajamadvaitamanubhavagamya manapara dhyavahim. 21. 
te kahahum janahum nātha hama tava saguna jasa nita gāvahīrn. 22. 
karunayatana prabhu sadagunakara deva yaha bara magahim. 23. 
mana bacana karma bikāra taji tava carana hama anuragahim. 24. 


That Brahm who is without a birth (aja), who is non-dual and one of his kind 
(advaita), who is known or realised only through experience (and not through 
scholarship of the scriptures; ‘anubhavagamya’), and who is beyond the reach of the 
Mana (mind and its intellectual and reasoning faculties; 'manapara")—verily, there 
are some wise ones who contemplate and meditate upon Brahm with this eclectic 
knowledge and holistic view (dhyavahim). (21) 
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Well, let them say so and know you in the way that pleases them, but as far as 
we (the Vedas) are concerned, oh Lord, we prefer always to adore and worship you 
and sing your Saguna or manifested form which we behold before us right now. (22) 

Oh Lord who are an abode and an embodiment of mercy, compassion and 
kindness (karunayatana prabhu)! Oh Lord who is a mine of excellent virtues and 
glorious characters (sadagunakara deva)! We ask for this boon that we may have 
everlasting devotion and affection in your holy feet (tava carana hama 
anuragahim) after having abandoned all faults and negativities from our mind, heart, 
speech and actions (mana bacana karma bikara taji). [That is, please bless us that 
we can worship and adore you with a clean and purified mind and heart, that our 
actions and deeds and words become auspicious so much so that they not only make 
us eligible for your worship but help us in doing so, because otherwise they would 
create unwarranted obstacles in our path and pull the rug from under our feet.] (23- 
24y 


(3.9) Lord Ram's Hymn by Lord Shiva 


Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 1—20 that precede 
Doha no. 14. 


ŠO. SATA TTT MT | Yet TU HTC Us wr d % N 
sara Ura Te fast puma APTA Ure WAT d 


chanda. 


jaya rama ramaramanam samanam. bhava tapa bhayakula pahi janam. 1. 
avadhésa surésa ramésa bibho. saranagata magata pahi prabho. 2. 


‘Glory and Hail to Lord Ram who is dear to goddess Rama (Laxmi), and who 
destroys all fears arising out of this world of transmigration and its accompanying 
horrors that torments his devotees! Oh Lord, save this humble servant (i.e. devotee 
and follower) of yours who is agitated exceedingly due to the horrors of the endless 
cycle of birth and death in this world. (1) 

Oh Lord of Ayodhya! Oh Lord of the Gods! Oh Lord of Rama (goddess 
Laxmi)! Oh Vibho (the Lord who is all-mighty, all-pervading, all-encompassing, 
omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent, and who is the undisputable Lord God of 
this world)! This humble one who has taken refuge with you ask for only one blessing 
and boon—which is that you grant your unconditional and unwavering protection to 
me. (2) 


313 


cede fermer ate ast ipa qf Wer TE yR STU 3 t 
THR da WAT YE | ALC Wah AST US d li % I 


dasasisa binasana bisa bhujā. krta duri maha mahi bhūri ruja. 3. 
rajanicara brnda patanga rahé. sara pavaka teja pracanda dahé. 4. 


Oh Lord (Sri Ram) who has slayed the ten-headed and twenty-armed demon (Ravana, 
the king of Lanka), and has thereby freed the whole earth from the huge, interminable 
and horrifying torments and sorrows from which it was suffering due to this evil 
rascal’, (3) 

All the demons, who were like insects, got scorched in the fire represented by 
your fierce arrows. (4) 

['The sort of horrors and cruelty that the demons had unleashed on the earth 
has been described in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 179—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 184.] 


"fg sep ASA TEM | ya Sa mq PT S Uu I 
We Ae Wel Aaa Tart aa ds fere Wer ardt i g ii 


mahi mandala mandana carutaram. dhrta sayaka capa nisanga baram. 5. 
mada moha maha mamata rajani. tama punja divakara téja ani. 6. 


Oh Lord! You are like the best and awesome ornamentation of this creation (i.e. it is 
you who gives this creation its charm and attractiveness for which it is so famous; the 
creation would lose its meaning and substance without you because you are the soul 
of this creation; nothing and no one is better than you). 

Your beauteous form holds a bow, an arrow and a quiver. (5) 

For the purpose of destroying (vanquishing; eliminating) the dark foreboding 
night symbolized by the negative qualities of ‘Mada’ (vanity, false pride, ego, 
haughtiness, arrogance, hypocrisy), ‘Moha’ and ‘Mamta’ (attractions, infatuations, 
attachments with the world and its sense objects), you are like the brilliant light of the 
sun. [Just as the sun-light immediately removes all darkness, your mere presence is 
sufficient to get rid of these dark traits in a creature.] (6) 


"rra fep frara feet Up ein HAT SEA aT 9 N 
ofa rer strane uf et (ferar srt ure fet ut u e N 


manajata kirata nipata ki'e. mrga loga kubhoga sarena hi'e. 7. 
hati natha anathani pāhi hare. bisayā bana pavamta bhüli pare. 8. 


The hunter represented by ‘Kaam’ (lust and passions) have killed (conquered and 
subdued) the deer representing all the creatures of this world by hitting it with an 
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arrow symbolized by ‘Bhog’ (desire for gratification of the sense organs; the desire to 
enjoy the world of material things). (7) 

Oh Lord! Oh Hari (one who removes all sorts of negativity and misery)! Kill 
that hunter (‘Kaam’) and save the foolish and vile creatures of this world who are 
tormented by him. [The creatures are deemed to be ‘foolish’ because they allow 
themselves to be trapped in the snare laid by worldly delusions, and they are ‘vile’ 
because they commit so many grave sins that their redemption is only possible by the 
intervention of the Lord.] (8) 


ag Wa fears eiu zu | adhe Prat ch Het Tl S I 
ya fiy ama UY AL te Wensp VA Tt pt ll %o N 


bahu roga biyoganhi loga ha'e. bhavadanghri niradara ke phala e. 9. 
bhava sindhu agadha pare nara te. pada pankaja prema na je karate. 10. 


The people are tormented by countless moral diseases as well as misery and grief that 
are caused by separation (here meaning ‘death’ because it causes separation not only 
from one's dear ones but also from the world which the ‘foolish and vile’ creature 
thinks belongs to him, and to which it clings greedily). All this is due to the insult 
caused by them to your holy feet—that is, it is due to the fact that the creatures have 
turned away from you and your devotion, and instead have got indulgent in the affairs 
of the perishable, mortal and mundane world of sense objects, something that cannot 
give them peace and happiness even in their imagination, but only causes sufferings 
and grief. (9) 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, those who have no devotion for your holy feet 
fall into an ocean represented by this deluding world consisting of an endless cycle of 
miseries and grief as well as birth and death (10) 


aR da acs quit Praet | Sree ds ua darat Vila él g? un 
ICA yda ensem fsre Hh (fus da sri Get fers Hu V2 


ati dina malina dukhi nitahim. jinha kem pada pankaja priti nahim. 11. 
avalamba bhavanta katha jinha ker. priya santa ananta sada tinha kem. 12. 


Truly, those who have no devotion in your holy feet, are subjected to regular agony, 
are extremely unfortunate, and are endlessly sad and sorrowful. (11) 

On the other hand, those who find your divine stories interesting and rely upon 
them to derive happiness, joy, peace and bliss find solace in the company of saints 
and righteous people (because here they can hear about you and your divine stories 
instead of worldly talks). (12) 

[To wit, foolish people find a sense of false joy in the company of worldly 
people where things are talked about concerning the world which is a treasury of 
sorrows and grief. But in their ignorance such people do not realise that they are only 
wasting their time in illusionary happiness that is superficial and short-lived. On the 
other hand, those who are wise and enlightened spend their time in the company of 
saintly people where your divine stories and all matters pertaining to the elevation of 
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the soul are discussed and talked about. It is an old adage that *a man becomes like 
the company one keeps"; so how can the former expect to get eternal spiritual peace 
in the wrong company? 


"fé ITT CITI AA Her (fae ds Wu Ava at fader ii 93 ii 
ule d da Gach Ela Yat LAM aa GT ATT HTT II %% NI 


nahim raga na lobha na mana mada. tinha kem sama baibhava va bipada. 13. 
ehi te tava sevaka hota muda. muni tyagata joga bharosa sada. 14. 


Such people (who keep good company and have devotion for you, those who have 
surrendered themselves at your holy feet and adore you) have no negativities as 
‘Raag’ (attachments, infatuations), ‘Lobha’ (greed, avarice, rapacity), ‘Maan’ (false 
pride, ego, vanity), and ‘Mada’ (arrogance, haughtiness) in them. They treat good 
fortunes and misfortunes equally (i.e. they have developed, nurtured and inculcated 
the grand virtue of equanimity, neutrality and dispassion in them). (13) 

Wise sages prefer to have devotion and affection for you instead of pursuing 
Yoga (meditation) to attain their spiritual goals (because the path of ‘Bhakti’ or 
devotion is far easier and convenient as compared to the path of Yoga)’. (14) 

['Even the Vedas has affirmed this fact in their prayer in Ram Charit Manas, 
Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 9-12 that precede Doha no. 13.] 


ftm F du fet (ue deat Baad S feu 4 t 
aa Wr fuer amener | aa at Get ferentfe ANT t 95 t 


kari prema nirantara nēma li'ēm. pada pankaja sēvata sud'dha hi'ēm. 15. 
sama mani niradara ādarahī. saba santa sukhi bicaranti maht. 16. 


Such saintly people develop deep devotion and intense affection for you, and serve 
your holy feet and remember you constantly, always repeating you holy name with a 
pure and clean heart (which is uncorrupt, unpretentious, are free of delusions, free 
from all conceit and deceit). (15) 

They treat insult and praise equally, with stoic indifference, and thereby roam 
on this earth peacefully and cheerfully (without feeling hurt and emotionally upset by 
such insults and harsh words uttered against them—for they leave it upon you to 
punish their tormentors, and also because they know that such people are fools of the 
highest order who are best neglected and left aside). (15-16) 


YA Aa dest AT ST TTSTT ET TANT TA V9 UI 
Ta are Soh Aaa Sh | Wa TT ETA A Bat 92 N 


muni manasa pankaja bhrnga bhaje. raghubira maha ranadhira aje. 17. 
tava nama japāmi namami hari. bhava roga mahagada mana arī. 18. 
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Oh Lord Raghubir (the brave Lord of the Raghu Race), and one who is invincible! 
Great sages and pious souls constantly worship you and remain ever submerged in 
your thoughts in their hearts just like the black-bee that hums and buzzes cheerfully 
over the open petals of the lotus flower, oblivious of all other things. 

[The black-bee is so enamoured of the lotus flower that when it hovers over it, 
it forgets about its surroundings and even about its own self. Its entire being and 
attention is concentrated and focused on the lotus flower. Likewise, sages and pious 
souls find immense bliss and joy in remaining focused on the holy feet of Lord Ram 
so much so that their heart thinks of nothing else.] (17) 

Oh Lord Hari, I worship and adore you most reverentially, and I always repeat 
your holy and divine name. I most respectfully bow before you. 

Verily, you are a great remedy for the disease represented by the sufferings 
associated with birth and death (i.e. transmigration), and you are an enemy of 
Ahankar (false sense of pride, ego and vanity). [That is, Lord Ram helps the creature 
to free himself from the clutches of the cycle of birth and death in this mortal world 
by helping his soul to find liberation and deliverance. The Lord does not allow his 
devotees to suffer from the ill-effects of pride and ego.] (18) 


ITT Her sur uere (uai fne SIT i ge 1 
veia Face geet | afearet facia diri ti 30 Il 


guna sila krpa paramayatanam. pranamami nirantara $riramanam. 19. 
raghunanda nikandaya dvandvaghanam. mahipala bilokaya dinajanarn. 20. 


Oh Lord! You are a sovereign abode of the grandest and the best of virtues and 
excellent qualities in creation; you are an embodiment of goodness, graciousness, 
courteousness and amiability; you are a fount of mercy, compassion and kindness! 

Oh Lord who is dear to Rama (goddess Laxmi)! I always bow most 
reverentially before you; I always greet you most warmly. (19) 

Oh Lord Raghunandan (the Lord who is the descendent of the Race of king 
Raghu of Ayodhya)! You are the one who dispels all the confusions and dilemmas 
arising out of numerous contradictions and paradoxes in this world (nikandaya 
dvandvaghanam). 

Oh Lord who are the protector and sustainer of this earth (mahipala)! Please 
be kind to cast your gracious and benevolent glance upon this humble servant 
(devotee and follower) of yours too. (20)’ 


(3.10) Lord Ram’s Hymn by sages Sankadi 


Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 36. 
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"dio. gA wy oer ete GP ant | uerfena qu Sted STTAT Ul 9 UI 
We TA St SAAT | STAT AAR Uh REAA Il 2 Il 
caupāl. 


suni prabhu bacana harasi muni cārī. pulakita tana astuti anusārī. 1. 
jaya bhagavanta ananta anāmaya. anagha anēka ēka karunāmaya. 2. 


Hearing the polite words of Lord Ram, the four sages (i.e. the Sankadi sages) felt 
exhilarated. They began to pray to Lord Ram with a thrilled body. (1) 


The Sankadi sages said: ‘Glory to the Supreme Lord who is infinite and has no end, 
who has no faults and shortcomings, who is sinless and immaculate, who manifests 
himself in multitude of forms but essentially remains one and the same!, and who is 
an embodiment of mercy, compassion and kindness. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that 
precede Doha no. 13; (b) Kishkindha Kand, (ii) Doha no. 3; (c) Lanka Kand, (iii) 
Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 15.] 


we fn FTA ST TT TR uper fat ar Sq WU 3 U 
WE SAT THT ST YET | STITT 3757 STATS ATERT UI Y UI 


jaya nirguna jaya jaya guna sagara. sukha mandira sundara ati nagara. 3. 
jaya indira ramana jaya bhudhara. anupama aja anadi sobhakara. 4. 


Glory to the Lord (Ram) who is free from the effects of all the three worldly qualities 
(of Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna), as well as all attributes that are related to 
the gross mortal world! 

Glory to the Lord (Ram) who is an ocean of all the excellent virtues and noble 
characters imaginable! 

Glory to the Lord (Ram) who is a beautiful temple or a blissful abode of joy 
and happiness (i.e. who grants bliss and beatitude, happiness and joy to all those who 
come to the Lord to seek his blessings)! 

Glory to the Lord (Ram) who is very wise, erudite, sagacious and judicious! 


(3) 


Glory to Lord Ram who is the dear Lord of Laxmi, the goddess of wealth, prosperity 
and well-being (indira ramana)! 
Glory to Lord Ram who sustains and supports the earth and all its creatures! 
Glory to Lord Ram who has no parallel, who cannot be compared with anyone 
else as he is peerless, who has no birth as he is eternal and imperishable, who predates 
everything in this creation, and who is a mine of magnificence, grace, majesty and 
elegance! (4) 


TATA Aaa STAT AAAS | OTT IST WT AS TT N y UI 
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TA PCA SAT HST DT Bch SATA PST N S |i 


gyana nidhana amana manaprada. pavana sujasa purana beda bada. 5. 
tagya krtagya agyata bharijana. nama aneka anama niranjana. 6. 


Glory to Lord Ram who is a treasure house of wisdom, gnosis, knowledge, both of the 
secular kind as well as of the spiritual kind! 

Glory to Lord Ram who has no desire to be honoured or glorified, but he 
grants honours and glories to others (such as his devotees)! 

The Vedas and the Purans (ancient scriptures) laud the Lord's excellent glories 
and pay tributes to his majesty by way of singing hymns in his honour! (5) 


Lord Ram knows and understands the deepest meaning and the subtlest truth of all 
things, and is well-versed in the minutest details of the principles of metaphysics, 
theology, spiritualism and secularism. 

Lord Ram acknowledges the smallest of service done to him, and is an 
eliminator of ignorance and delusions. 

Oh Lord Ram, thou art free from all delusions and taints of all shades! 

Oh Lord Ram, there are countless names by which thou art known, but 
essentially there is no name that can be said to be thy real name (for all names apply 
to thee equally, and at the same time none of them can be said to thy true name). [This 
is because every name has a particular meaning and relates to a specific attribute of a 
person, and therefore each name defines a particular quality and attributes of yours. 
But none of the names can define you completely, for you are beyond definition and 
are without attributes.] (6) 


ad wea dd Seva | Tala wr BA eng uRUTen 1 6 ii 
ge faufa sra the fase (fe ofa TH a We SIT NS N 


sarba sarbagata sarba urālaya. basasi sada hama kahunt paripalaya. 7. 
dvanda bipati bhava phanda bibhanjaya. hrdi basi rama kama mada garijaya. 
8. 


Oh Lord Ram, you have manifested yourself in all forms, visible and invisible, 
animate and inanimate, in his creation—i.e. everything and every creature in this 
creation is one or the other form of your own self. [This is because Lord Ram is the 
Supreme Being, known as Brahm in the words of the Upanishads, and the entire 
creation, from the minutest to the most colossus, is a manifestation of Brahm.] 

Oh Lord Ram, it is you who pervades and live inside the entire creation in a 
uniform and subtle way as the Atma, the pure consciousness that gives life to this 
creation. [Without the Atma, the world is dead. From the perspective of metaphysics, 
Lord Ram is the cosmic Consciousness or the Supreme Atma that makes its presence 
felt in all living beings as the individual's Atma, or the individual creature's ‘true self? 
which is pure consciousness, for the ‘true self’ of the creature is not his gross mortal 
body.] 

Therefore oh Lord Ram, please protect, support and take care of us (for thou 
art the true Lord of this creation, and it is thee who support and protect our lives from 
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within us by living in our inner-self as the pure conscious Atma, because if the Atma 
leaves the body, the latter would be dead). (7) 


Oh Lord Ram, thou art the destroyer or eliminator of all kinds of doubts and 
uncertainties that torment a creature. 

Oh Lord Ram, please be gracious to free us from the shackles of birth and 
death, as well as fear from adversities, misery, grief, distress and misfortunes that are 
inherent to this mortal gross world. 

Oh Lord Ram, please make our inner-self as thy holy abode, and clean our 
inner-selves from within by removing all taints such as Kaam and Mada (passions, 
lust, desires, arrogance, haughtiness, pride etc. respectively) that undermine the purity 
of our character as well as darken the natural shine and glory of our Atma.” (8) 


[Note—1It is easy to understand what sages Sankadi are requesting Lord Ram by 
taking a simple example. Suppose there is a dark room. There are two ways to 
illuminate it—one is to open its windows and let the light from the outside come in, 
and the other way is to light a lamp inside the room itself and place it in the center. It 
is very obvious that the room will be better and more uniformly illuminated in the 
latter case as compared to the former case. 

Hence, it is better to enshrine Lord Ram as a deity consecrated in a temple 
symbolised by our hearts so that the lamp of holiness, piety and purity that is lit 
within us is able to light our inner-self and remove all traces of darkness from within, 
as compared to worshipping Lord Ram and glorifying him in the outside world as a 
deity consecrated in a physical temple. One has to visit a temple to enjoy its 
auspicious and spiritual environment, but when that temple exists inside our own self, 
it goes everywhere we go, making it possible for us to enjoy the same auspiciousness 
and spiritual environment from very close quarters at all times of our lives, day in and 
day out.] 


CO. Ware qur mr ur enm i 
Wu waft sri eg sale ST 3 
doha. 


paramananda krpayatana mana paripürana kama. 
prema bhagati anapayani dehu hamahi $rirama. 34. 


Sages Sankadi said: ‘Oh Lord Ram! Thou art an embodiment of supreme bliss, thou 
art an abode of kindness, compassion and mercy, and thou fulfills all desires of thy 
devotees. 

Oh gracious Lord Ram, therefore we request thee to bless us by granting us 
the boon of having an eternal and never-diminishing affection, love and devotion for 
thee." (Doha no. 34) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 107 (sage Bharadwaj); (b) Aranya Kand, (ii) Chaupai line no. 
13 that precedes Doha no. 10; (iii) Chaupai line no. 26 that precedes Doha no. 11 
(sage Sutikshan); (iv) Chaupai line nos. 10-11 that precede Doha no. 13 (sage 
Agastya).] 
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"Hio. wg vata aA site Ta | Pafarfir are stat era TATATA t 9 t 


Wed ATA DUI HAMAS 1 SIS UU CIT WY Be Sm N R I 
caupāl. 


dēhu bhagati raghupati ati pāvani. tribidhi tāpa bhava dāpa nasāvani. 1. 
pranata kama suradhēnu kalapataru. ho'i prasanna dījai prabhu yaha baru. 2. 


Sankadi sages reiterated: ‘Oh Lord Ram (raghupati)! We earnestly beg you to bless 
us so that we are bestowed with the boon of having an eternal, steady and abiding 
devotion for you, because this virtue known as ‘devotion for Lord Ram’ is the purest, 
the most eclectic, the holiest and the most auspicious form of boon that one can ever 
expect to be granted in this world’. It is able to eliminate all the three types of 
torments and miseries” associated with the cycle of life and death in this mortal world, 
and it removes all fears and consternations related to them. (1) 


Oh Lord Ram! Thou art like the all wish-fulfilling Tree of heaven called ‘Kalpa 
Taru’, as well as the heavenly Holy Cow known as ‘Kaamdhenu’ that too grants 
anything one seeks from it, because thou fulfills all wishes and desires of those who 
take shelter with thee, and surrender themselves before thine auspicious and holy Self. 


(2) 


[Note—'The saintly crow Kaagbhusund too had asked Lord Ram to grant him only 
this boon, and no other kind of boons, when the Lord was ready to give him whatever 
he wished to have. The Lord had already blessed Kaagbhusund with a variety of 
boons, but the Lord cleverly stopped short of granting him the virtue of ‘devotion’, 
perhaps to test Kaagbhusund’s wisdom, as well as his faith and dedication to the Lord. 
Kaagbhusund thought that though Lord Ram was ready to grant him everything he 
wished, but the Lord didn’t mention ‘devotion’ in the list of boons he was ready to 
grant him. So, Kaagbhusund immediately asked Lord Ram that if he indeed wants to 
grant the former anything, then the only thing he wants from the Lord is ‘devotion for 
Lord Ram’ and nothing else. This submission of the saintly crow pleased Lord Ram 
mightily, and the Lord was very impressed with Kaagbhusund’s wisdom and sagacity, 
so much so that the Lord openly expressed his appreciation of Kaagbhusund and 
praised him for his wisdom, erudition and sagacity. The Lord himself told 
Kaagbhusund that what he has asked for, i.e. ‘to have devotion for Lord Ram’, is the 
wisest and the best decision of his life, and then the Lord goes on to enumerate the 
many auspicious benefits and spiritual rewards that ‘devotion’ brings to his devotees. 

This event is narrated in detail in: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 
83—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 88. 

Earlier, Lord Ram had granted this boon of ‘devotion’ to sage Sutikshan in 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 26 that precedes Doha no. 11. 

Sage Agastya too had sought this boon of ‘devotion’ in Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that precede Doha no. 13. 

Even sage Atri has lauded the glories of the virtue of ‘devotion for Lord Ram’ 
in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chanda line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 6. 

Lord Ram has also advised Sabari that devotion for him was one of the nine 
paths leading to liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation of a creature. 
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And finally, sage Narad was given a similar advice by Lord Ram in Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 43. 


"The three causes for all types of torments and miseries in this world are the 
following: (i) Daihik — related to one's body, such as sickness; (ii) Bhautik —related to 
this world, such as from other creatures, enemies, natural calamities, etc.; and (iii) 
Daivik —related to malignant stars, evil spirits and antagonized gods etc. that cause 
unwarranted and insurmountable problems for a person.] 


Va AR Hust TT | Aad YIM Hence FS GT |i 3 I 
TH Ma cet CS GRU pde KAT fae t ¥ t 


bhava baridhi kumbhaja raghunayaka. sevata sulabha sakala sukha dayaka. 
3. 
mana sambhava daruna dukha daraya. dinabandhu samata bistaraya. 4. 


Oh Lord Ram (raghunayaka)! Thou art like sage Agastya with respect to drying up 
the vast ocean representing the endless cycle of birth and death’, and service to thee is 
a panacea that grants a creature an easy access to all kinds of joy and happiness in this 
world. (3) 


Oh Lord, thou art an eternal friend of those who are humble, distressed and lowly 
(dinabandhu)! Please eliminate all sorrows and miseries that have their origin in our 
minds and hearts (by calming them down and giving our mind and hearts stability and 
peace). 

Oh gracious Lord! Please enhance the uniformity, stability and tranquility of 
our minds so that we develop the virtue of equanimity, equality and forbearance under 
all circumstances in our lives. (4) 


[Note—'Sage Agastya had once gulped the whole ocean and dried it up. In this 
parallel, Lord Ram, like sage Agastya, dries up the vast ocean symbolized by the 
endless cycle of birth and death that stands between the creature and his ultimate 
attainment of emancipation and salvation that would grant his soul eternal peace, rest, 
bliss, beatitude and felicity. 

To wit, by serving Lord Ram and having devotion for him, his devotees are 
able to easily attain liberation and deliverance from the cycle of transmigration to 
attain emancipation and salvation, leading to their soul finding eternal bliss, peace, 
rest, beatitude and felicity.] 


ST ara shure Fane | fara fader facta mas t & ui 
sra diferte smt cafe fa ata a tt t s i 


asa trasa irisadi nivaraka. binaya bibeka birati bistaraka. 5. 
bhüpa mauli mani mandana dharani. dehi bhagati sansrti sari tarani. 6. 
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Oh Lord Ram, thou art the eliminator of all sorts of torments, miseries and fears 
arising from the negative trait of having jealousy and envy with others in this world. 

Oh Lord Ram, thou art an enhancer of the grand positive virtues of politeness 
and goodness, of wisdom, erudition and sagacity, as well as renunciation, dispassion 
and detachment from this artificial material world. (5) 


Oh Lord Ram, thou are the most exalted Lord and a King-Emperor of all the Kings 
and Rulers in this world (bhüpa mauli). 

Oh Lord Ram, thou art like a jewel that adorns this earth (mani mandana 
dharani)! Please grant us the boon of ‘devotion for thee’ which acts like a boat (or 
barge) that is able to take a creature across the turbulent and churning waters of a river 
symbolized by this world of transmigration. 

[To wit, this river is terrifying to behold, and it would drown anybody who 
tries to cross it. But oh Lord, devotion for thee is such a sturdy and robust boat that it 
makes sure that all those who board it are safely taken across the turbulent waters of 
this symbolic river to the other side, so that they are able to escape being drowned and 
sucked in the whirlpool of birth and death, with their attendant horrors and miseries. 
Those who have devotion for Lord Ram find deliverance by being able to cross over 
this river representing the endless cycle of birth and death to find emancipation and 
salvation for themselves.] (6) 


YA ot ara fa [SC pum HAT Aled SIT HRT II 9 I 
TWA hd Ad Mit Sen | HIT HLA GMS WA WISH LI N 
A AT St Aa GUT p qeifsera wy yar TTT 9 ul 


muni mana manasa hansa nirantara. carana kamala bandita aja sankara. 7. 
raghukula ketu setu $ruti racchaka. kala karama subha'u guna bhacchaka. 8. 
tarana tarana harana saba dusana. tulasidasa prabhu tribhuvana bhüsana. 9. 


Oh Lord Ram, thou art like a divine Swan that permanently floats in the clean and 
purified lake represented by the heart and the mind of saintly and pious people. 

Thine auspicious and holy lotus-like feet are worshipped by Brahma, the 
creator, and Lord Shiva, the concluder of this creation. (7) 


Oh Lord Ram, thou art a flag bearer of the glory and majesty of the illustrious line of 
kings descending from the ancient King Raghu of Ayodhya (raghukula ketu)! 

Oh Lord Ram, thou art a protector and upholder of the auspicious path shown 
by the Vedas—i.e. thou art a supporter, a protector, a proponent and a practitioner of 
the tenets of the Vedas and other ancient scriptures. 

Oh Lord Ram, thou art an eliminator of the negative effects of Kaal (time, 
especially misfortunes), Karma (evil consequences of bad deeds done by a creature), 
Nature (the natural habits and temperaments of a person that tend to make him think 
in the wrong direction, and also make him swerve towards doing evil things), and the 
three Gunas (i.e. the three natural qualities of Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna 
that are present in all living beings in varying proportions, and together they decide a 
person's attitude, behaviour, character and way of thinking). [To wit, Lord Ram 
neutralizes the negative consequences of all these things.] (8) 
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Oh Lord Ram, thou art a boat thyself and act as a boat for thy devotees too for the 
purpose of crossing over the vast symbolic ocean of transmigration that this gross 
mundane world represents. 

Oh Lord Ram, thou art an eliminator of all faults and vices that act as taints 
and shackles for a creature.’ 

[Finally, Tulsidas, the saintly poet who penned this divine Story of Lord Ram 
which we are reading now, concludes narrating the prayers offered to Lord Ram by 
Sankadi sages by saying something for himself as follows—] ‘Oh Lord Ram, thou art 
an ornament of all the three divisions of this creation’, as well as of Tulsidas.’ (9) 


[Note—'The three divisions of this world are—the heaven, the earth, and the nether 
or the subterranean world. It also refers to the past, the present and the future. ] 


a0. sm sm sri ait WH ated fae ATs | 
Gal Vat Genta N BIT Sse aT UTS li 34 UI 
doha. 
bara bara astuti kari prema sahita siru na'i. 
brahma bhavana sanakadi ge ati abhista bara pa'i. 35. 


Sages Sankadi prayed to Lord Ram repeatedly in the aforesaid manner, and then, 
having received the Lord's blessings that granted them what they dearly desired 
(which was the boon of having devotion for Lord Ram), they finally bowed before the 
Lord most affectionately, and then departed for the abode of Brahma, i.e. they went 
back to heaven from where they had come to visit and pay their obeisance to Lord 
Ram (brahma bhavana). (Doha no. 35) 


"dio. Hīts fate cree Paar | Tem TU AT fare ATT g I 


caupāl. 
sanakadika bidhi loka sidhā'ē. bhratanha rama carana siru na'e. 1. 
After Sankadi sages went back to the abode of Brahma, the creator, the three brothers 


of Lord Ram (viz. Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan) bowed their heads at the feet of 
Lord Ram. (1) 
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(3.11) Lord Ram's Hymn by sage Vasistha 


Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 36. 


ao. TA s SHE APT STU, | Het TH SUT YETT N 9 N 
SIA Set Tas che (Ue WET urereen viter t 2 I 


caupāl. 


ēka bāra basista muni ā'ē. jaham rama sukhadhama suha'e. 1. 
ati adara raghunayaka kīnhā. pada pakhari padodaka līnhā. 2. 


Once, sage Vasistha came (ā'ē) to the palace where Lord Ram, who had a charming 
personality, and was a personified form of the pleasant virtues of bliss, beatitude and 
joy, was present. (1) 


Lord Ram, the Lord of the illustrious family of king Raghu (raghunāyaka), 
welcomed the sage most reverentially by washing the latter's feet, and then sipping 
that water as a sanctified liquid’. (2) 


[Note—'Earlier, when sage Vasistha had visited Lord Ram in his palace to inform 
him that king Dasrath has decided to anoint him as the Regent of the kingdom, the 
Lord had welcomed the sage very warmly in almost a similar manner—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 9.] 


TH Og A he at NT | Hurley fart ag ANT 3 
tha tha aed GENT | ela Ale WH ees STINT v t 


rama sunahu muni kaha kara jori. krpasindhu binati kachu mori. 3. 
dekhi dekhi acarana tumhara. hota moha mama hrdayam apara. 4. 


Sage Vasistha joined the palms of his hands in a prayerful mode and said to Lord 
Ram: ‘Oh Ram, who is an ocean of grace, compassion, benevolence and kindness 
(krpasindhu), please listen to a little prayer of mine. (3) 


The more I see your worldly acts, the more I get deluded and the more my heart 
appears to be confused about your reality and divine nature. 

[This is because you act like an ordinary human being, though I am fully 
aware that you are the Supreme Being who has come to this world with a divine 
purpose and on the specific request of the gods, mother earth and the great sages who 
asked you to deliver them from the scourge of the cruel demons. Besides this, my 
father, the creator Brahma, had also advised me that you are the Supreme Being, and I 
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will be most fortunate and blessed if I serve you by becoming a priest of the kingdom 
where you will be a king.]' (4) 


[Note—'Sage Vasistha was not the only one to get confused about the real identity of 
Lord Ram by seeing the Lord's perfect play as a human being. Others who got 
deluded and confused in a similar manner were goddess Sati, the consort of Lord 
Shiva*1, and Garud, the celestial mount of Lord Vishnu*2. 

(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, *1 — (a) Baal Kand, (1i) Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 50—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 56; (1i) Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 108—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
111; (b) Uttar Kand, (iii) Doha no. 129 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
it: 

*2 = Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha 
no. 62; (11) Doha no. 68—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 69.] 


"feu afata ae afé art 0H fe atta Hes LTATT N 4 II 
sa HH sre Wer laa ue Gata Ht aq t s N 


mahima amiti bēda nahim jana. maim kēhi bhamti kaha'um bhagavana. 5. 
uparohitya karma ati manda. beda purana sumrti kara ninda. 6. 


Oh gracious and revered Lord (bhagavana)! There is neither any limit nor any 
measurement of your glories, holiness and divinity, for they are infinite and beyond 
comprehension. Even the Vedas (ancient scriptures) fail to comprehensively know 
you and describe your glories, then say how is it possible for me to know and fathom 
them? (5) 


The profession (or the job) of priesthood is contemptible, and one of the most lowly 
of all engagements (ati manda). The Vedas, the Purans and other scriptures condemn 
it as a vocation (kara ninda). 


Wa T eri H aa farfér iré Het emer STE ga diet t o N 
WATAAT Tal AL WUT | AE TEC HOT STUT Il N 


jaba na le'umi maim taba bidhi mohi. kaha labha agern suta tohi. 7. 
paramatama brahma nara rüpa. ho'ihi raghukula bhüsana bhüpa. 8. 


When I was reluctant to accept the post of a priest of Ayodhya, my father, the creator 
Brahma, told me: *My dear son, you shall have great rewards and feel blessed by 
accepting this job (so please don't hesitate). (7) 


It is because the Parmatma, also known as Brahm, the Supreme Being and the Lord of 
the world, would manifest himself in a human form to become a great king who 
would be like a jewel in the illustrious race of kings descending from king Raghu who 
ruled the kingdom of Ayodhya. 
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[This being the case, you shall have the opportunity to serve and interact with 
the Lord at a very close and personal level, which would be feat unparalleled in 
history. So therefore, don't miss this golden chance. If you weigh the benefits against 
the drawbacks of the job of priesthood, you shall discover that the positive rewards 
would outmatch the negatives by a thousand counts.]" (8) 


ao. dad eed faa sim wa Ad Sm 
FT ag citar at des ent a Wis AA STAT YS LI 
doha. 


jā kahum kari'a so paiha'umi dharma na ēhi sama ana. 48. 


Sage Vasistha continued: ‘Hearing Brahma’s advice, I thought the matter over in my 
heart and came to the conclusion that of all the positive rewards that one gets by 
pursuing so many religious and spiritual paths such as Yoga (meditation), Yagya 
(religious sacrifices), Vrat (keeping vows), Daan (making charities and giving alms) 
and the like, whatever positive consequences are due to a person who follows all such 
noble paths, none can match the spiritual rewards and the feeling of blessedness that 
one gets by being able to serve the Supreme Being at a personal level. 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, my conscience told me that there is no better 
Dharma (moral duty and righteous way of offering one’s service to the Supreme 
Being) than being able to serve the Lord personally, the chance that I was being 
offered, and I would only prove myself to be a big fool if I miss it.” (Doha no. 48) 


"dio. wu wu Pree sip Prot erat 1 otf Sete AAT GT HAT 9 UI 
Tat GUT GU RA ast ae PITT ad Hea SIS MET N 2 i 
SIT FATA T ART ITG YA HL Het WY WAT I 3 I 
qa Ue West Vita Frat LS GEA Gt AS CT ar ll 4 Ul 
caupāl. 


japa tapa niyama jūga nija dharma. $ruti sambhava nana subha karma. 1. 
gyana daya dama tiratha majjana. jaham lagi dharma kahata Sruti sajjana. 2. 
agama nigama purana aneka. parhe sune kara phala prabhu eka. 3. 

tava pada pankaja priti nirantara. saba sadhana kara yaha phala sundara. 4. 


Sage Vasistha further said: ‘All possible sorts of auspicious deeds as mentioned in the 
Vedas, such as Japa (repetition of holy Mantras or divine formulas dedicated to Lord 
God), Tapa (austerities and penances), Niyam (observing strict codes of a religious 
way of life), Yoga (meditation and contemplation), and diligently doing one's 
assigned duties in a righteous and auspicious way, --- (1) 


--- Gyan (acquisition of true knowledge of the scriptures), Daya (mercy), Dama 
(practicing self-restraint over one's sense organs and natural urges), Tirath 
(pilgrimage to holy places), Majjan (cleansing of the body, as well as the mind and 
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the soul by pursuing a holy and religious way of life) and all other paths of Dharma (a 
righteous and auspicious way of life) that has been described and lauded by wise 
persons, --- (2) 


--- As well as the good rewards of studying and hearing (reading and understanding) 
the different Aagams and Nigams!, the Purans and other holy scriptures—oh Lord 
(prabhu), the best and the only reward of all such auspicious activities and noble 
pursuits in life --- (4) 


--- Is to have steady, robust and sincere affection for your holy feet. Verily indeed, in 
all sooth and without gainsay, this is the most beautiful and the best fruit that one can 
expect to be blessed with by following all the above paths, individually or 
collectively. (4) 


[Note—'The agama and the nigama: 

(a) Aagam: These are ancient sacred books that teach the Truth in all its 
aspects. The word usually applies to the scriptures known as the Vedas. The Aagam is 
typically divided into four parts, known as the ‘Padas? (pronounced as Pādas) as 
follows: (1) The Gyan Pada or Vidya Pada, where deep metaphysical and 
philosophical concepts are elucidated; (11) The Yoga Pada, where Yoga or meditation 
and its practice is discussed to purify the mind and the body; (iii) The Kriya Pada, 
which details physical diagrams, postures and structural forms to be used in 
meditation as well as in temple construction and making of icons that represent the 
deity to be offered worship through meditation; and (iv) The Charayaa Pada, which 
are expositions on sacraments and codes of conduct to be followed by a spiritual 
aspirant. 

So, the word ‘Aagam’ refers to the Tantra Sastras which deal with esoteric 
knowledge and forms of worship of the Supreme Being in his various forms, such as 
the three chief deities known as Shiva, Vishnu and Shakti, and it relies on occult 
practices using special Mantras that are specific to a particular deity. 

Thus, in accordance to the deity to be worshipped, the Aagams are divided 
into three chief categories, viz. Shiva-aagams, Vishnu-aagams, and Shakti-aagams 
that are dedicated respectively to Lord Shiva who is the concluder of creation and the 
third God of the Trinity, Lord Vishnu who is the caretaker and protector of creation 
and the second God of the Trinity, and Shakti which is the personified form of cosmic 
dynamic power and energy of the Supreme Being that is employed to regulate the 
various functions of creation. 

Amongst these three categories of Aagams based on the deity they are 
dedicated to, the ones pertaining to the Shakti are called ‘Tantra Shastras’, because 
they employ occult practices and esoteric formulas for worship purposes. 

Meanwhile, the Vishnu-aagams are called ‘Samhitas’, and they prescribe that 
Lord Vishnu is the Supreme Being himself; and the Shiva-aagams are twenty-eight in 
number and stress that Lord Shiva is the Param Pati and the Param Purush, the 
Supreme Father and the Supreme Male of creation. 


(b) Nigam: This word is used to mean the Vedas, the primary sacred 
scriptures. The word means ‘that through which the Absolute Truth is known or 
ascertained clearly’. In this sense, the art of logically explaining anything, as is the 
practice followed in the exposition of the Upanishads, is called a Nigam. 
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There are four primary Vedas, viz. the Rig, Saam, Yajur and Atharva. The 
Yajur Veda has two sub-categories, viz. the Shukla Yajur Veda and the Krishna Yajur 
Vedas. The metaphysical and spiritual Truth contained in these primary scriptures are 
expounded in the form of treatises called the Upanishads, also known as Vedanta, of 
which there are one hundred and eight in numbers—Rig Veda has ten Upanishads; 
Saam Veda has sixteen Upanishads; Krishna Yajur Veda has thirty-two Upanishads; 
Shukla Yajur Veda has ninteen Upanishads; and Atharva Veda has thirty-one 
Upanishads. 

Further, the Vedas have many sub-vedas, known as the *Up-vedas'. The Rig 
Veda has the sub-veda known as *Ayurveda' dealing with medicinal herbs; the Sama 
Veda has *Gandharvaveda' dealing with the art of song and dance; the Yajur Veda has 
'Dhanurveda' that deals with archery and the science of weapon and warfare; and 
Atharva Veda has ‘Artha shastra’ that deals with political science, governance and 
economy.] 


wes Wer fe wee & su (pe fen ore ente aft ferra us t 
wa mf wet fart tas 1 aR MET Has CDU | | 


chüta'i mala ki malahi ke dho'erri. ghrta ki pāva ko'i bari bilo'ēm. 5. 
prēma bhagati jala binu raghura'l. abhi'antara mala kabahum na ja’. 6. 


Can anyone clean a dirty surface by using dirty water? 

Similarly, can anyone get clarified butter (known as ghee) by churning water? 
[Clarified butter is obtained by vigourously churning pure milk, and never from 
water.] (5) 


In the same way oh Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghus (raghurā'ī), without the water 
symbolised by the virtues of love and affection as well as devotion for you, it is never 
possible to cleanse the impurities and taints that mar the purity and holiness of one's 
inner-self (i.e. one’s Atma, one's soul, which is pure consciousness)’. (6) 


[Note—'In this context, refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 122.] 


"ig wei Ta Ais died burg p e fora sree ii on 
GS ThA Tal Aa HIS | Ae Us ATT Ue EIS d 2 N 


so'i sarbagya tagya so'i pandita. so'i guna grha bigyana akhandita. 7. 
daccha sakala lacchana juta so'l. jakem pada saroja rati ho’. 8. 


A person is considered to be the most sagacious, erudite, wise, learned and 
enlightened, as well as a treasury trove of all knowledge and wisdom, and most 
intelligent and prudent if that person has true and sincere affection for your (Lord 
Ram's) holy lotus-like feet*. 

[*These two verses can be read in another way as follows: *A person who has 
true and sincere affection for Lord Ram's holy lotus-like feet is one who is regarded 
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as being most sagacious, erudite, wise, learned and enlightened, as well as being a 
treasury trove of all knowledge and wisdom, and as being most intelligent and 
prudent."] (7-8) 


GO. TA Web AT ANTS TH Hat eR ag! 
TA ITT WY Ug HAST Hag Te PT AE IS Ul 
doha. 
natha ēka bara maga'um rama krpa kari dehu. 
janma janma prabhu pada kamala kabahum ghatai jani néhu. 49. 


Sage Vasistha prayed to Lord Ram: *Oh Lord (natha)! I ask for one boon (blessing) 
from thee, which prithee be gracious to grant me, and it is that I may have an abiding 
affection for thine august and holy lotus-like feet in all the births I have to take, an 
affection that would never diminish in any of my births.'’ (Doha no. 49) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 4- 
6 that precede Doha no. 24 (citizens of Ayodhya); (ii) Doha nos. 129 and 131 (sage 
Valmiki); (b) Aranya Kand, (iii) Chaupai line no. 26 that precedes Doha no. 11 (sage 
Sutikshan); (iv) Chaupai line nos. 10-11 that precede Doha no. 13 (sage Agastya). | 


"dio. smrenf& am ATT Te se | pa he WA STRE MTU UI 9 Ul 


caupāl. 
asa kahi muni basista grha a'e. krpasindhu ke mana ati bha'e. 1. 
After offering his obeisance to Lord Ram, sage Vasistha came back to his home. The 


sage's politeness and humility immensely pleased the heart of the Lord who was an 
ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness (krpasindhu). (1) 
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Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras & Hymns 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 4 


Stotras of Lord Ram from ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ 
of sage Veda Vyas 


In this Chapter we shall read the following sacred Stotras (Hymns) of Lord Ram from 
the Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas:-- 


(4.1) *Ram Hridaya' Stotra 

(4.2) Lord Ram's Stotra by Ahilya 

(4.3) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Parashuram 
(4.4) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Narad 

(4.5) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Valmiki 
(4.6) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Sutikshan 
(4.7) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Agastya 
(4.8) Lord Ram's Stotra by Jatau 

(4.9) Lord Ram's Stotra by Gandharva 
(4.10) Lord Ram's Stotra by Sugriv 

(4.11) Lord Ram's Stotra by Swayam Prabha 
(4.12) Lord Ram's Stotra by Vibhishan 
(4.13) Lord Ram's Stotra by the Gods 

(4.14) Lord Ram's Stotra by Brahma 

(4.15) Lord Ram's Stotra by Indra 

(4.16) Lord Ram's Stotra by Lord Shiva 


Kk K k 2K 2K K K 
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(4.1) *Ram Hridaya' Stotra 


This hymn appears in the holy book *Adhyatma Ramayan' written by sage Veda 
Vyas, the legendary classifier of the Vedas and the Upanishads, and the author of the 
Purans. 

It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Baal Kand (Chapter 1), Canto (Sarga) 1, 
from verse nos. 1-2, and 7-24. It is in the form of Lord Ram's praise that Lord Shiva 
used to honour the Lord when he was asked about who Lord Ram was by his divine 
consort Parvati, the Mother Goddess. 


g: ynam feast: anita: dora: «peda Aag 
TATE SS TU: | 
am ER: FATE vacates fert eer weet fase saat d AAT Met? | 


yah prthvibharavaranaya divijaih samprarthita$cinmayah 
safijatah prthivitale ravikule mayamanusyo'vyayah / 
ni$cakram hataraksasah punaragad brahmatvamadyam sthiram 
kirtim papaharam vidhaya jagatam tam janakisam bhaje // 1 // 


1. I worship and adore Lord Janki-Nath (Sri Ram, the Lord of Sita), the Lord who is 
omnipotent, omniscient and indestructible, who had manifested on the surface of this 
earth in the Sun-race with a human-like image (form with a body) at the behest of 
Gods to remove the burden of this earth, and who—having slayed (destroyed) the 
multitudes of (unrighteous, sinful and cruel) demons and having established his stable 
and steady stupendous fame and magnificent glories which are capable of destroying 
sins and their horrible effects—had once again merged (re-entered) in his original, 
eternal, absolute, transcendental form of the supreme ‘Brahm’ (who is formless, 
attributeless, unqualified, all-pervading, all-encompassing supreme Truth or absolute 
Reality in the creation) (1). 


aa saeqeg ag eque ATT PATA Tay TH | 
ATA? frere Aia Aara mN I 11 


vi$vodbhavasthitilayadisu hetumekam 
mayasrayam vigatamayamacintyamürtim / 

anandasandramamalam nijabodharüpam 
sitapatim viditatattvamaham namami // 2 // 


2. I bow my head reverentially (to pay obeisance) to Sitapati (Lord of Sita, i.e. Sri 
Ram) who is an expert in the knowledge of the essence and elementary principles of 
the supreme Truth and absolute Reality in creation, who is the only cause of the 
beginning, existence and annihilation of the universe, who is beyond Maya (the trap 
of ignorance ignited delusions and deceptions) inspite of being its abode or shelter 
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(because Maya has its origin in and is dependent on the supreme and transcendental 
Brahm who created it at the very beginning of creation), whose true form cannot be 
imagined and comprehended, who is a treasury (abode, centre, fount) of bliss, peace 
and tranquility, who has no attributes and epithets, no honours and titles (to define and 
describe him in any way), is without all faults, blemishes and reproof associated with 
this creation, and who is radiantly self-illuminated (2). 


mg d da cnram Galen d Aaf | 
TS wed PM und dd HMS lieli 
T weduermpMPHDIeg ufq WHY AST ATA: | 
Tad da ea cep AAN À cd ae wg YER III 


parvatyuvaca 
namo'stu te deva jagannivasa sarvatmadrk tvam paramesvaro’si / 
prcchami tattvam purusottamasya sanatanam tvam ca sanatano'si // 7 // 
gopyam yadatyantamananyavacyam vadanti bhaktesu mahanubhavah / 
tadapyaho'ham tava deva bhakta priyo'si me tvam vada yattu prstam 


/[ 8 // 


7-8. Parvati (the goddess who is the divine consort of Lord Shiva and the Mother 
Goddess of this creation) addressed her divine husband Shiva and said, 'Oh Lord! Oh 
the abode (shelter) of the world! I bow before you with palms joined together in 
submission. You are a witness to the inner thoughts of all, and are the supreme Lord. I 
want to ask about the elementary, eternal and absolute truth about Sri Purushottam 
(literally, the best amongst the exalted males in creation) because you are also eternal 
and the truthful (7). 

Great souls disclose to their ardent followers even the greatest of secrets (or 
subjects) which are not fit to be divulged to others. Oh Lord! I am also your devotee; 
you are most dear to me. Hence, describe all that I have asked you (8). 


A yaam a fub fara 
sree afte Mg wem dem fe quer AIN II 


jhanam savijfianamathanubhaktivairagyayuktam ca mitam vibhasvat / 
janamyaham yosidapi tvaduktam yathā tatha brūhi taranti yena // 9 // 


9. That sterling wisdom (or knowledge, erudition, awareness) which helps a person to 
cross over this (deluding, mundane) ocean-like world—a knowledge which is self- 
illuminating and self-radiant, which has devotion and renunciation as its integral 
characteristic, and which leads to self realisation— please narrate it to me in few 
words, using simple logic and language, so that I can easily understand and grasp it, 
inspite of my being a woman (who is not supposed to be so proficient in easily 
comprehending metaphysics and spiritual matters) (9). 
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qeu wert ui wei des np ae SIS 
sxiRmrarasfsocrmum ufeéer Aa sar iio | 


prcchami canyacca param rahasyam tadeva cagre vada varijaksa / 
Srīrāmacandre'khilalokasāre bhaktirdrdha naurbhavati prasiddha // 10// 


10. Oh the lotus-eyed one (Lord Shiva)! I ask you about one most secret of mysteries; 
please describe it first. It is well established that pristine pure, true and uncorrupted 
devotion, dedication and submission for Sri Ram, who is the essence and soul of the 
entire creation, is like a strong and sturdy boat for crossing his ocean-like mundane 
world (10). 


wf: Set Faas ATT: TERRA fered | 
Tat ease Go AMOS II 


aera w Te Tae 
wer mR: we ve aia ada far: IR? 1 


bhaktih prasiddha bhavamoksanaya nanyattatah sadhanamasti kificit / 
tathapi hrtsarnšayabandhanam me vibhettumarhasyamaloktibhistvam 
/[ 11 /] 

vadanti ramam paramekamadyam nirastamayagunasampravaham / 
bhajanti caharnisamapramattah param padam yanti tathaiva siddhah 


/[ 12 [] 


11. To free one's self from the shackles of this mundane, artificial and ensnaring 
world, sincere devotion for, honest submission to, and dedicated worship of the 
supreme Lord are the only famed and well established way; these are the medium or 
the instruments to achieve this aim. There is no better way to do it than this. Inspite of 
that, I earnestly request you to cut and remove the knot of whatever doubts and 
confusions that might be present in my heart with your wise and enlightened words 


(11). 


12. The Siddhas (mystics, experts) who are wise, erudite, enlightened and free of all 
misconceptions, who do not fall into the trap of hearsay and falsehoods, who know 
the essence and reality of the things as they stand, call Sri Ram the most exalted 
Supreme Being who is matchless, is without a second or parallel, is the primary cause 
of all that exists, and is beyond the attributes and characteristic ‘Gunas’ (qualities and 
virtues) associated with Nature. At the same time, these wise and enlightened ones 
(i.e. the Siddhas) attain the supreme state represented by the Lord's holy feet by 
worshipping, remembering and adoring him, by singing his divine glories and 
remaining ever engrossed in him day and night (12). 


[Pravati essentially says that though on the one hand it is possible to attain 
emancipation and salvation by having devotion and submission for the Lord, if 
anyone has any trace of doubts in his mind it is better to get rid of it by listening to the 
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divine discourses, and the easiest way to achieve this end is to hear the divine story of 
the Lord, because pure and dry spiritual discourse may not be understandable by an 
ordinary person but when it is intermingled and said in the form of an interesting 
story, everyone will listen to it and the message and moral would be east to grasp. On 
the other hand there are wise and erudite people who are well versed in spiritualism 
and metaphysics, but still they rely upon ‘Bhakti’, or having devotion and submission 
for the Lord as a means for attaining emancipation and salvation. She implies here 
that both these paths are valid and effective; a judicious mixture is needed to achieve 
the aim of final liberation and deliverance for the soul of the creature from the fetters 
that shackle it to the entrapping world.] 


aera «pharaoh wm: aaa Wegen | 
mA | ATTA: N AAT de TATA | R 3 11 


vadanti kecitparamo’pi ramah svavidyaya samvrtamatmasamjnam / 
janati natmanamatah parena sambodhito veda paratmatattvam // 13 // 


13. But some say that despite being the supreme, absolute, all-knowing and 
omniscient Lord (Brahm), Sri Ram did not realise (i.e. became aware of) the nature of 
his ‘true self? because of being covered (enveloped, encased, sheathed) by Maya 
which is his own delusion creating powers. That is why he had to listen to spiritual, 
metaphysical and theological discourses and teachings (of his Guru Vashistha and 
others wise teachers) in order to understand and realise the supreme irrefutable ‘truth’ 
about his own real self as propounded by the Vedas. (13). 


afe xw wm Hat fem: Ararat a: RT | 
aria e afe a deg: at fe wat wem: 
stink fH fated Mate qu H Seas TITTY || 


yadi sma janati kuto vilapah sitakrte’nena krtah parena / 
janati naivam yadi kena sevyah samo hi sarvairapi jivajataih // 14 // 
atrottaram kim viditam bhavadbhistadbrüta me sarnsayabhedi vakyam 


/[ 15 // 


14-15. Hence, I want to know that if he was aware about the elementary truth of 
existence, the fundamental tenets of the scriptures, and the truthful, conscious and real 
nature of the pure-self, why then did he woefully lament for Sita so much? And if he 
was not a wise, enlightened, self-realised and attained soul, then he was like other 
ordinary, mortal beings. Why then should he be worshipped, adored and honoured? 
What is your view (opinion) in this matter, please tell me in a language consisting of 
simple words so that my doubts and confusions are dispelled' (14-15). 


Wer: we Wes reges: ga Waray | 
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$rimahadeva uvaca 


dhanyasi bhaktasi parātmanastvam yajjfiatumiccha tava ramatattvam / 
pura na kenapyabhicodito'ham vaktum rahasyam paramam nigüdham 


// 16 // 


16. Lord Shiva replied, 'Oh Goddess! You are the blessed one. You are a great 
devotee of the supreme, absolute, transcendental Lord that you wish to know about 
the essential or elementary truth about the true nature of Sri Ram. Before this, no one 
had asked me to describe his most difficult and mysterious but sacred secret (16). 


Gama vaca Regie Wed THES Ig di 
TH: TO IEM um: Feast feli 


tvayadya bhaktya parinodito'ham vaksye namaskrtya raghūttamam te / 
ramah paratma prakrteranadirananda ekah purusottamo hi // 17 // 


17. Today you have earnestly asked me with due reverence and eagerness in your 
heart. Hence, I shall answer your questions after praying and paying obeisance to Sri 
Ram (who is the best in the clan of Raghu). Sri Ram is without doubt beyond Nature, 
is without a beginning, is an abode/treasury of bliss, peace and tranquility, is 
matchless and peerless, and is the best and most supreme, exalted, absolute 
transcendental Lord (who had manifested himself as the best human that ever existed 
on this earth) (17). 


ATT qoe fe Gear aiaeatafeaerat | 
Tarren FS sme BS were femme 


svamayaya krtsnamidam hi srstva nabhovadantarbahirasthito yah / 
sarvantarastho'pi nigüdha atma svamayaya srstamidam vicaste // 


18. He has created this world out of his own Maya (power of creating delusions; 
cosmic creative energy) and is present inside and outside of it like the sky (or space, 
void—i.e. he encompasses everything, he is uniformly diffused in everything, he 
soaks everything that ever existed and that would ever exist, and he is inherently and 
integrally present inside as well as outside of it much like the sky or space that is 
present inside a pitcher as well as outside of it as nothing exists outside the element 
known as space or sky; even the planets, stars and the galaxies of the cosmos are 
embedded in the void of the sky). He lives inside all creatures in the form of a 
microcosmic soul or Atma from where he governs (i.e. controls, regulates, commands, 
activates and keeps on the move, administers) this world (18). 
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jaganti nityam parito bhramanti yatsannidhau cumbakalohavaddhi / 
etanna jananti vimüdhacittah svavidyaya samvrtamanasa ye // 19 // 


19. Even as an inert and lifeless piece of iron becomes active (starts moving and 
showing powers of attracting other iron pieces) when in contact with, or simply being 
in the vicinity of a magnet, so do this world always moves around (roams, wanders 
about) endlessly and aimlessly by the mere wish (or influence) of his (delusion 
creating) powers called Maya. Those idiots or ignorant ones whose hearts (emotions 
and thoughts; the nature, inherent temperaments and inclinations of a creature that 
influences the mind and intellect) are covered by a sheath of ignorance (induced by 
delusions), do not recognise that supreme, absolute, transcendental Soul called ‘Ram’ 
(19). 


GRAS Wears vane mi 
carat d À grami: ges e|! 


svajhanamapyatmani suddhabuddhe svaropayantiha nirastamaye / 
samsaramevanusaranti te vai putradisaktah purukarmayuktah // 20 // 


20. Those fools and ignorant ones (refer verse 19) impose their ignorance and 
stupidity even on the Lord who is beyond delusions, and who is most pure and most 
wise (i.e. they consider him to be as ignorant and stupid as themselves). Such lowly 
fools who always remain engrossed in the thoughts of and are infatuated by their 
wives and worry about their sons (i.e. they are shackled to worldly ties), remain busy 
and entangled in various worldly deeds, as a result of which they always remain 
dumped in the cycle of birth and death in this mundane, artificial, deluding world 
(20). 


wr ta wed fend d unii usd ANAT: | 
aan 1 g fan: wat surRpXsWTA Wn wma 
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jānanti naiva hrdaye sthitam vai camikaram kanthagatam yathajfia / 
yathaprakaso na tu vidyate ravau jyotihsvabhave paramesvare tathā / 
visuddhavijhanaghane raghūttame'vidyā katham syatparatah paratmani 


/[ 21 // 


21. Those ignorant and stupid fools do not recognise the supreme Soul called ‘Ram’ 
who resides in their heart even as they are not aware of the wooden girdle of beads 
lying around their necks (which is why they cast slander and doubt on the Lord). As a 
matter of fact, like darkness cannot exist inside the sun, ignorance too cannot survive 
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or live inside (or in the presence of, or with reference to) the most exalted, supreme 
and absolute Lord called Parmeshwar, who is none other than the most exalted and 
supreme Soul (Parmatma) called Sri Ram who has manifested himself as the one who 
is the best in king Raghu's clan. Lord Ram is therefore beyond Nature; he is a 
treasury or an abode of the most pure form of knowledge, and is an embodiment of 
enlightenment and wisdom (21). 


am fe aa sur Tees feed gra 
ada ceases: Ha wiswner TAT faeit 


yatha hi caksna bhramata grhadikam vinastadrsterbhramativa drsyate / 
tathaiva dehendriyakarturatmanah krte pare’dhyasya jano vimuhyati // 


22. Even as the walls of a room and other objects seem to go round and round in 
circles in front of the eyes when one spins around, the people similarly accuse the 
Atma (soul) for the good or bad effects of deeds done by their bodies and sense 
organs, and thereby get trapped in a vortex of illusions. [The man thinks that the room 
and its objects are turning in circles whereas they are rock steady; the deluded mind is 
also misled to think that the Atma or soul is doing some deed and is therefore 
responsible for its fruits or rewards. The fact is quite the contrary.] (22). 


qÀ 1 TĀ: cufagdem sug wemmeurefrau: Fafa 
smi MUR zu at TA A4 wemesfa KSC Rai 


naho na ratrih savituryatha bhavet prakāsarūpāvyabhicāratah kvacit / 
jhanam tathajhanamidam dvayam harau rame katham sthasyati 
Suddhacidghane // 23 // 


23. Even as the dazzling splendour, brilliant radiance and bright illumination of the 
Sun are inherent and integral to it and no external factors, such as the arrival of the 
night or the dawn of the day can really effect it or are responsible for it, for the Sun 
remains uniformly illuminated notwithstanding whether it is day or night, say, how 
can both ‘Gyan’ (light of knowledge, wisdom, enlightenment) and ‘Agyan’ (darkness 
of ignorance, stupidity, illusions and doubts) live or exist simultaneously in Sri Ram 
who is the treasure or fount of pure consciousness. [Here, Lord Ram is compared to 
the Sun, Gyan to the day, and Agyan to the night.] (23). 


THRs cpu fasted fe 4 feud quii 
samanan Aee ATTATATA fē EPT e 11 


tasmatparanandamaye raghūttame vijhānarūpe hi na vidyate tamah / 
ajfianasaksinyaravindalocane mayasrayatvanna hi mohakāraņam // 24 // 
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24. Hence, there is not even a fraction (1.e. an 1ota) of ignorance, confusion or doubt 
in Sri Ram who is an embodiment of supreme bliss, peace and tranquility, who is a 
treasury of enlightenment and true knowledge, who is a mere neutral and uninterested 
witness to the existence of ignorance, and who is lotus-eyed. Since he is the creator 
(and therefore the Lord) of Maya (delusions, illusions caused by ignorance), the latter 
cannot attract, entice, delude, trap and overcome him (24).’ 


Kk k sk k k 2K 2K K ok 


(4.2) Lord Ram’s Stotra by Ahilya 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Baal Kand (Chapter 2), Canto (Sarga) 5, 
from verse nos. 43-62. Ahilya was the wife of sage Gautam; she was turned into a 
stone when the sage cursed her due to some misunderstanding. When the sage realised 
the reality he blessed her that when Lord Vishnu would come down to earth in the 
incarnation of Lord Ram, he would come to her and touch her form as a stone with his 
feet. This touch would free her of the curse, and she will then be able to come back to 
heaven. 

So, when Ahilya found her liberation from this curse and deliverance from the 
body of a stone, she was extremely happy, and prayed to Lord Ram in the following 
hymn— 


Team 
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ahalyovaca 


aho krtarthasmi jagannivasa te padabjasamlagnarajahkanadaham / 
spr$ami yatpadmajasankaradibhirvimrgyate randhitamanasaih sada 


/[ 43 // 


43. Ahilya said, 'Oh the abode (refuge, shelter) of this whole world (creation)! I have 
become highly obliged, fortunate and privileged by having got the touch of the dust of 
your feet. Oh! It is a matter of great luck that I am touching those holy feet of yours 
which are the subject matter of constant meditation, contemplation and enquiry by 
Lords Brahma (the creator of creation) and Shiva (the concluder of creation) 
themselves (43). 


aà fafa da wa fed quens fauffed sora 
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aho vicitram tava rama cestitam manusyabhavena vimohitam jagat / 
calasyajasram caranadivarjitah sampūrņa anandamayo'timayikah // 44 // 


44. Oh Sri Ram! Your maverick sports and deceptive playful activities are very 
mysteries and strange; the whole world is in thrall and under the deluding spell of 
your human-like behaviour. You are an embodiment of complete bliss, peace and 
tranquility, and are empowered with the illusion-creating, magical powers, because 
inspite of being without a feet, you always keep on moving (44). 


IRIGA EEEN ERIE ERS IREE LERSE IG IAE EEC IRGA 
WITNTG US AA gf end fen aA AA IPTA Dé | 


yatpadapankajaparagapavitragatra bhāgīrathī bhavavirincimukhanpunati / 
saksatsa eva mama drgvisayo yadaste kim varnyate mama 
purakrtabhagadheyam // 45 // 


45. He, the nectar of whose holy feet purifies (or endows with purity, sanctity, 
holiness, sacredness) the waters of river Ganges (Bhagirathi) which in turn becomes 
potent enough to purify (or make holy, endow with divinity and sacredness) even 
Shiva, Brahma and other Lords of the universe—today the same holy and divine feet 
have become the object (of adoration and reverential viewing) of my eyes. (I feel so 
honoured, obliged, privileged and exhilarated that) I do not know how to describe my 
past good deeds (and their good effects)? (45). 


aaa ume eR owes = wieder 
qq Ameen sort fret 1 Teaser vg | 


martyavatare manujakrtim harim ramabhidheyam ramaniyadehinam / 
dhanurdharam padmavisālalocanam bhajami nityam na paranbhajisye 


/[ 46 [] 


46. I worship and constantly remember or meditate upon Sri Ram who holds a bow, 
is lotus-eyed, and is the supreme Lord Hari (Vishnu) who has incarnated (revealed) 
himself in a human form in this mortal world. Except him, I do not wish to worship, 
adore, honour or meditate upon anyone else (46). 


qe: gA wsfUWESTS: SHORTS 
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yatpadapankajarajah $rutibhirvimrgyam yannabhipankajabhavah 
kamalasana$ca / 

yannamasararasiko bhagavanpuraristam ramacandramaniSam hrdi 
bhavayami // 47 // 


47. I contemplate and meditate upon Sri Ram, the dust of whose lotus-like feet are 
much sought after even by the Vedas. Even Brahma has manifested himself from the 
lotus emerging from his navel, and Lord Shiva is intoxicated by, and is an admirer of, 
the nectar of his holy name (47). 


"eren faker Ward ALPS FATS 
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yasyavataracaritani virificiloke gāyanti naradamukha bhavapadmajadyah / 
anandajasruparisiktakucagrasima vagisvari ca tamaham $aranam prapadye 


/[ 48 II 


48. I take refuge (shelter) in the holy feet of the Lord. The worldly activities (i.e. 
playful sports) which he undertook during his incarnation are being constantly sung 
and lauded in the heavens by sage Narad and other celestial sages, Lords Brahma, 
Shiva and other Lords of Gods, as well as by Saraswati (the goddess of knowledge 
and wisdom) whose bosom is wet by tears of exhilaration, extreme joy and bliss 
flowing down from her eyes (48). 


Gd WIT Feo: WT Um: PASSAT SAT: | 
Way oeae do VE U TI 


so'yam parātmā purusah purana ekah svayamjyotirananta adyah / 
mayatanum lokavimohaniyam dhatte paranugraha esa ramah // 49 // 


49. That supreme, transcendental Lord, who is one and the only one, who is famed in 
the Purans as the self-illuminated, eternal and infinite ancient one who was there even 
at the beginning of creation, has assumed an illusionary human form, using his own 
delusion creating maverick powers called Maya, to show his profound graciousness, 
munificence, magnanimity, benediction and benevolence on this world. This human 
form of the Lord is most captivating, enthralling, charming and pleasant, so much so 
that it holds the entire world in its thrall and keeps it spellbound (49). 


[The Lord decided to oblige his devotees by taking a birth so that they can sing his 
divine deeds and stories associated with him, and though they may not be enough 
intellectually evolved to understand the Vedas and other scriptures and obtain 
liberation and deliverance from this entrapping world of birth and death, they will still 
have the same benefit by singing his glories as Ram. Again, the Lord would be able to 
fulfill the desires of those devotees who wish to see him in a visible form that they 
can worship and adore. Further, the Lord would use this opportunity to preach the 
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glories tenets of the scriptures himself, as is evident with this particular Ramayan 
which is packed with spiritual wisdom and philosophy. Simultaneously, the Lord 
wished to set practical guidelines for day to day behaviour of creatures in the world, 
which he could do only if he became one like them and lived with them, suffering and 
enjoying the horrors and comforts of the world like them. Then he would be able to 
show them in practical terms how to act and behave in similar situations. But, since he 
is an embodiment of, a personification of the supreme Brahm, he would not at all be 
affected and tarnished by this birth as a human. 

He made himself so bewitchingly beautiful to ensure that the mortal creatures, 
who are so enamoured by physical beauty, would at least look up at him, pay attention 
to him, and keep looking at him so much so that in due course of time they begin to 
treat him as their idol of admiration and icon of worship. The whole exercise would 
have failed miserably if the Lord had assumed an ugly form that all loathed to see and 
to talk with, what to emulate and remember.] 


eri fe fadum: vanum a: | 
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ayam hi visvodbhavasarnyamānāmekah svamayagunabimbito yah / 
virifcivisnvisvaranamabhedan dhatte svatantrah paripUrna ātmā // 50 // 


50. You are the independent, all-complete and self-sustained supreme Soul of creation 
(known as Brahm) which assumes different forms of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva with 
the help of its own stupendous powers of creation called Maya, along with its various 
virtues and qualities called ‘Gunas’, for the express purpose of creation, sustenance 
and dissolution of this creation respectively (50). 


TSS d wm aenga Prar sd sur ofed frac 
See STM T ae giaa Ri: 142 1 


namo’stu te rama tavanghripankajam Sriya dhrtam vaksasi lalitam priyat / 
akrantamekena jagattrayam pura dhyeyam munindrairabhimanavarjitaih 


/[ 51 // 


51. Oh Sri Ram! I bow and pay my obeisance to your holy lotus-feet which are 
affectionately served and adored by Laxmi by keeping them on her bosom, which had 
in an earlier time (during the dwarf mendicant incarnation to vanquish Vaali) 
measured the three worlds called the ‘Triloki’ (meaning the terrestrial, celestial and 
subterranean worlds) by a single step, and which are constantly meditated upon by 
wise and enlightened sages, hermits and seers (51). 


mameri Hm SAA: MAYA SGI UPI STAT FAA: 1142 11 
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jagatamadibhütastvam jagattvam jagadasrayah / 
sarvabhütesvasamyukta eko bhati bhavanparah // 52 // 


52. Oh Lord! You are the primordial cause of, the embodiment of, and the only shelter 
of the world. The entire creation made up of the ‘Bhuts’ (the primary elements of 
creation, such as earth, water, fire, air and space) is incorporated in your macrocosmic 
form. Inspite of that, you are distinct and independent from all the creatures, and are 
radiant with the divine glow of the matchless supreme Brahm of whom you are an 
embodiment (52). 


oases TA GTUTHÉTHU: TAI ATT TAKA MAMA SAAT: 1143 11 


omkāravācyastvam rāma vācāmavisayah pumān / 
vācyavācakabhedena bhavāneva jaganmayah // 53 // 


53. Oh Sri Ram! You are the eternal and imperishable word represented by the divine 
word ‘OM’, and are the invisible, un-manifest supreme Purush (macrocosmic soul) 
which is beyond the purview of the faculty of speech (i.e. speech cannot define and 
describe you in any way). Even as the same word has many interpretations and uses, 
you too have assumed the form of this entire world depending upon how it is 
perceived. [That is, like the word having different meanings and usage, the same 
entity known as Brahm has been known in different ways by different persons. This 
has resulted in so much dichotomy and schisms in this world. But upon close 
examination one finds that the essence is the same and one even as the same word, 
when applied in different context, assumes a different meaning.] (53). 


FTA AG APO ANT: | Uer FTAA WA cd ATTA SESS dv 11 


karyakaranakartrtvaphalasadhanabhedatah / 
eko vibhasi rama tvam mayaya bahurüpaya // 54 // 


54. Oh Sri Ram! You yourself manifest (1.e. appear, reveal) in multifarious forms with 
the help (aid, use) of your multi-faceted, powerful, mystical and maverick powers 
called Maya, creating or doing various deeds, becoming reasons/causes for those 
duties/imperatives/obligations, their — results/rewards/fruts as ^ well as 
resources/aids/instruments required to fulfill them or carry them out (54). 


Tada x mf Tea | ATS aT WIRT TART Iy 


tvanmayamohitadhiyastvam na jananti tattvatah / 
manusam tvabhimanyante mayinam paramesvaram // 55 // 
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55. Those people whose mind, intellect and discriminatory faculties are held in thrall 
by your deluding and magical powers can never realise (or come to know) their real, 
truthful nature and form. Those idiots and block-heads think that you—who are the 
Lord of all delusions and are the supreme Soul and Lord of creation—are an ordinary 
human being (55). 


MAMTA TIA RISS: AIST EM AI: Wal qus ACTA | II 


akaSavattvam sarvatra bahirantargato’malah / 
asango hyacalo nityah suddho buddhah sadavyayah // 56 // 


56. You are present both inside and outside of everything like the space or sky that 
covers everything from the outside and is present inside it as well. You are pristine 
pure, immaculate, uncorrupt, and without any blemishes and faults. You are all alone, 
remain detached, dispassionate and disinterested in any thing associated with this 
illusionary world. You are unwavering, steadfast, stable, unmoving, constant and 
uniform. You are eternal, infinite, and without a beginning or an end. You are most 
pure and holy, are wise and acclaimed, are self-realised and an attained one. You are 
an embodiment, a personification, an image of truth. You are imperishable and 
unchanging (56). 


Ue d wed wm HF fas) TA YRIZÜ TA ATA: e 1 


yosinmüdhahamajfia te tattvam jane katham vibho / 
tasmatte šataso rāma namaskuryāmananyadhīh // 57 // 


57. Oh Vibho (omnipresent, all-pervading, magnanimous, eternal, omnipotent Lord)! 
What do I know of, or how can I understand the essential form and nature of yours 
that is divine, transcendental, supreme, pure, ethereal, eclectic, sublime and esoteric, 
because I am an ignorant and a dud woman? Hence, Oh Sri Ram, I can only bow my 
head in reverence and adoration, to pay my humble obeisance and to worship you, 
hundreds of times with the highest and the most sincere of devotion, humility, 
dedication and submission for you that I can command (57). 


ea Tp TX matt fusum aft weer) aa Ger Wig Bee HU di 
deva me yatra kutrapi sthitaya api sarvada / 
tvatpadakamale sakta bhaktireva sadastu me // 58 // 


58. Oh Lord! Wherever I stay, let me have eternal and sincere dedication, firm faith, 
steady admiration and unflinching devotion in your lotus-like feet (58). 
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namaste purusadhyaksa namaste bhaktavatsala / 
namaste’stu hrsikesa narayana namo'stute // 59 // 


59. Oh the master or Lord of men! I bow before you. Oh the lover and benefactor of 
devotees! I bow my head before you with palms joined together in submission. Oh 
Hrishikesh (Vishnu)! I bow before you. Oh Narayan (Vishnu)! I bow my head 
repeatedly before you (59). 


HAMA MARI RARR PANETE | 
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bhavabhayaharamekam bhānukotiprakāšam 
karadhrtaSaracapam kalameghavabhasam/ 
kanakaruciravastram ratnavatkundaladhyam 
kamalavišadanetram sanujamramamide // 60 // 


60. I sing the praises, honours and glories of Sri Ram- along with his younger brother 
Laxman- who is the only one to remove the fears of this world, is splendorous and 
brilliant like crores (millions) of suns, who bears a bow and an arrow in his lotus-like 
hands, has a dark radiant complexion that resembles the dark clouds that are rich with 
rain, is wearing a magnificent yellow garment (robe) which is coloured like gold, is 
adorned by ear-rings studded with jewels and gems, and who has beautiful, 
enchanting broad eyes which are like the petals of a lotus flower' (60). 


gaa Ter wearers wur: ferry VĀSA way asa sat UTR? 1 


stutvaivam purusam saksadraghavam puratah sthitam / 
parikramya pranamyasu sanujfiata yayau patim // 61 // 


61. In this manner, she (Ahilya) sang the divine and holy glories, honours and praises 
of the supreme Purush (a reference to Lord Vishnu or the Viraat Purush) in the form 
of Raghav (Lord Ram) himself standing in front of her, went around him 
(circumambulated him), praised and honoured him, and then took his permission to go 
to her husband's (Gautam's) place (61). 


MET qud Tt g: Vesela: | U wemdsfno: wt: Wd Terres Ie di 


ahalyaya krtam stotram yah pathedbhaktisamyutah / 
sa mucyate’khilaih papaih param brahmadhigacchati // 62 // 
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62. Those people who read this Stotra (sacred hymns sung in honour of the Lord 
God), composed and sung by Ahilya, shall be liberated (freed) from all their sins (and 
their effects) and attain the most exalted stature of oneness with the Lord (or attain 
emancipation and salvation of their souls) (62).” 
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(4.3) Lord Ram’s Stotra by sage Parashuram 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Baal Kand (Chapter 1), Canto (Sarga) 7, 
from verse nos. 29-49. 

Sage Parashuram was a great devotee of Lord Shiva. So when he heard that 
Shiva's bow was broken by Lord Ram to fulfill the condition set by Sita's father, king 
of Janakpur, the sage became extremely infuriated. He came rushing to the venue to 
punish Sri Ram, but in due course discovered that the latter was not an ordinary 
human being but the Supreme Lord Vishnu himself in this form. Vishnu had taken 
this form to fulfill his promises made to the Gods and mother Earth that he would 
come down and kill the cruel demons headed by Ravana, their 10-headed king. 

So, the sage relented and asked the Lord for forgiveness. It was then that 
Parshuram said this hymn in honour of Lord Ram— 
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sa eva visnustvam rama jato'si brahmanarthitah / 
mayi sthitam tu tvattejastvayaiva punarahrtam // 29 // 


29. ‘Oh Sri Ram! You are the same Vishnu. You have taken birth on the prayers of 
Brahma. Your immense powers which were vested in me till now have been taken 
back by you today (29). 
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adya me saphalam janma pratito'si mama prabho / 
brahmadibhiralabhyastvam prakrteh parago matah // 30 // 


30. Today, I consider my life as worthy and successful (i.e. I feel extremely 
fortunate and privileged) that I have recognised you (as Lord Vishnu in your 
current form as Ram), more so because you are regarded as being inaccessible to 
even the creator Brahma and other exalted ones, as well as are beyond ‘Nature’ 
(30). 
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tyayi janmadisadbhava na santyajfianasambhavah / 
nirvikaro'si pUrnastvam gamanadivivarjitah // 31 // 


31. You do not have ignorance-induced six faulty delusions, such as birth etc., which 
form an integral part of this creation. At the same time, you are free from wandering 
in the cycle of birth and death (or literally, the journey in various wombs as a mortal 
creature who has to repeatedly take birth due to its ignorance and the effects of the 
deeds done by it). You are faultless, changeless and complete in all respects (31). 
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yatha jale phenajalam dhümo vahnau tatha tyayi / 
tvadadhara tvadvisaya maya karyam srjatyaho // 32 // 


32. Ah! Maya (delusions in this creation), which is dependent on you and which has 
you as its subject (in the sense that it prevents creatures from knowing the truth about 
you and your true form by keeping them deluded, but allows those upon whom you 
are pleased to learn the truth about you), creates various types of strange and 
mysterious worldly deeds and entanglements which are like foam in water and smoke 
from the fire (32). 
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yavanmayavrta lokastavattvam na vijanate / 
avicaritasiddhaisavidya vidyavirodhint // 33 // 


33. As long as a person is covered by (i.e. sheathed, engulfed, enveloped, surrounded, 
entangled by, under the spell of) Maya, he cannot realise (understand, recognise) you 
and your true form. This ignorance and lack of truthful knowledge or dearth of self 
realisation, which is inimical (opposed) to knowledge, wisdom, erudition, 
enlightenment and realisation, exists only till the time no thought is given to it (that 
Maya is casting a net to trap the creature and keep it bound in shackles of ignorance 
like a slave unaware of his legal rights) (33). 
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avidyakrtadehadisanghate pratibimbita / 
cicchaktirjivaloke'smin jiva ityabhidhiyate // 34 // 
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34. The reflection of the pure eternal consciousness obtained in the gross components 
of this mortal creation, such as in the body along with its bundle of other illusionary 
components, is mistakenly called a ‘Jiva’ (creature, an entity having life) in this 
mundane world. [In other words, the gross and perishable body which shows apparent 
signs of life because of the consciousness called Atma present inside it, is erroneously 
thought to be conscious itself, whereas the fact is on the contrary. So the body and 
other components of the creation, such as the mind and intellect, which exhibit signs 
of life, are called Jive or a living being.] This misconception is due to ignorance (34). 
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yavaddehamanahpranabuddhyadisvabhimanavan / 
tavatkartrtvabhoktrtvasukhaduhkhadibhagbhavet // 35 // 


35. The Jiva (living being) undergoes sorrows and happiness, the feeling of being a 
doer of deeds and therefore an enjoyer or a sufferer from its deeds or actions only till 
the time it has pride and ego associated with its body, with the powers of its mind and 
intellect, with the stamina, strength, vitality and vigour that the life-force called Pran 
gives to it, along with the stupendous powers and potentials that its intelligence and 
wisdom bestows upon it (35). 


emer uua xem x wai eade ens puse unda yada 136 |! 


atmanah sarnsrtirnāsti buddherjfianam na jātviti / 
avivekaddvyayam yunktva samsariti pravartate // 36// 


36. In reality, the Atma (microcosmic soul of the Jiva) has no relevance to the 
fictitious world of birth and death ,while the mind, acting independently, does not 
have the discriminatory powers of the intellect leading to wisdom, enlightenment and 
attainment or realisation of true knowledge of the ‘self? (which is beyond logic and 
debates). Out of delusions and ignorance of the heart, the Jiva (creature) considers 
itself as *belonging to this world', and consequentially indulges in various deeds and 
actions pertaining to the gross world (36). 
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jadasya citsamayogaccittvam bhüyaccitestatha / 
jadasangajjadatvam hi jalagnyormelanam yatha // 37 // 


37. Even as contact between water and fire results in the former being influenced by 
the latter and vice versa, that is to say the water getting heated and the latter getting 
cooled, contact (1.e. union, interaction) between the inanimate (i.e. the mind-intellect) 
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and the animate (i.e. the Atma, soul) results in the former getting affected (influenced) 
by the latter and vice-versa. That is, since the Atma residing inside the body of an 
ignorance driven creature has to interact with the outside world through the medium 
of the mind, it is erroneously led to think that it is doing such and such deed through 
the means of the body and is therefore the *doer' of deeds and therefore also the one 
who enjoys and suffers from them. Similarly, the mind, being in close contact with 
the Atma during this intercourse, also mislead to think that it is the enlightened and 
wise conscious factor in the body of a creature. Both appear to have acquired the 
characters of the other (37). 


TAGAT TA ugue 1 feri drewungsdue fader: Ware 


yavattvatpadabhaktanam sangasaukhyam na vindati / 
tavatsamsaraduhkhaughanna nivartennarah sada // 38 // 


38. Till the time a person does not enjoy a constant company of those who are 
devoted to your lotus-like holy feet, he cannot get over the bundles of worldly 
sorrows, troubles, miseries and tribulations (38). 
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tatsangalabdhaya bhaktya yada tvam samupasate / 
tada maya Sanairyati tanavam pratipadyate // 39 // 


39. When he starts to worship you with devotion, faith and dedication, which he has 
gradually acquired (imbibed) by constant, persistent, sincere and diligent contact with 
your ardent devotees, this Maya (delusions, ignorance) of yours, gradually, bit by bit, 
leaves him, and it becomes weak and ineffective over a period of time (39). 
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tatastvajjfianasampannah sadgurustena labhyate / 
vakyajfianam gurorlabdhva tvatprasadadvimucyate // 40 // 


40. Then that seeker finds a true teacher (a moral preceptor) who is rich with wisdom 
and is deeply steeped in the true knowledge pertaining to you. And having attained 
knowledge of the supreme truth or reality in the shape of *Maha Vakyas' (the eternal 
truths; the great sayings of the Vedas) by the blessings (teachings) of the wise teacher, 
he gets emancipation and salvation by your grace and kindness (40). 
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tasmattvadbhaktihinanam kalpakotišatairapi / 
na muktišankā vijhānasankā naiva sukham tatha // 41 // 


41. Hence, those who are devoid of your devotion and lack dedication in you, cannot 
expect to have, even by a remote chance, either emancipation and salvation (Mukti) or 
*Brahma-Gyan' (i.e. gnosis; the knowledge of the true nature of the soul—that is, it is 
a microcosmic fraction of the vast macrocosmic supreme Soul of the creation called 
Brahm) in millions of Kalpas. [That is, almost eternally, perpetually, they will be 
entangled in the entrapping web cast by Maya in this mundane world and its 
incumbent cycle of birth and death as well as endless chain of miseries and torments.] 
Further, this is why there is no chance or scope of their ever having real, true 
happiness and bliss (41). 
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atastvatpadayugale bhaktirme janmajanmani / 
syattvadbhaktimatam sango'vidyā yabhyam vinašyati // 42 // 


42. Therefore, my only wish/desire is to devotedly worship you and have sincere and 
unwavering dedication, devotion and faith in your two holy feet. I should have 
company of your devotees for all my births and ages to come, because ignorance can 
be eliminated by these two ways (methods) only (42). 
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loke tvadbhaktiniratastvaddharmamrtavarsinah / 
punanti lokamakhilam kim punahsvakulodbhavan // 43 // 


43. In this world, those who remain engrossed in your Bhakti (sincere devotion), who 
are steadfastly vigilant and sincerely eager in having your devotion, who adore you 
and devotedly worship you, those who pour the nectar-like rain by way of preaching 
and elucidating upon, by way of highlighting and explaining the righteous, noble and 
upright path shown by you, which is called ‘Dharma’ —such persons not only purify 
and redeem the whole world at large but also those born in their own clan. There is no 
doubt about it (43). 
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namo’stu jagatam natha namaste bhaktibhavana / 
namah karunikananta ramacandra namo'stu te // 44 // 
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44. Oh Lord of the world! I bow before you in reverence and adoration. Oh the one 
who loves sincere devotion and faith! I bow before you to pay my obeisance. Oh the 
merciful, compassionate one! Oh the one without an end (i.e. the eternal one)! I bow 
before you in reverence. Oh Sri Ramchandra! I repeatedly bow before you to pay my 
respects and deep regard (44). 
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deva yadyatkrtam punyam maya lokajigisaya / 
tatsarvam tava banaya bhüyadrama namo'stu te // 45 // 


45. Oh Lord! Whatever righteous and noble deeds that I have done with the object of 
attaining the divine and glorious world characterised by righteousness, nobility, good 
virtues and deeds—let all those worlds be the target of your arrow. [That is, let all my 
good deeds and their effects be nullified by your arrow because I have sinned against 
you by misbehaving with you besides becoming haughty and arrogant, something that 
does not behoove the stature of an exalted Brahmin clan in which I am born. Let this 
be my punishment!] Oh Sri Ram! I submit myself before you with a bowed head' 
(45). 
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tatah prasanno bhagavān srīrāmah karunamayah / 
prasanno'smi tava brahmanyatte manasi vartate // 46 // 
dasye tadakhilam kamam ma kurusvatra sarnšayam / 
tatah pritena manasa bhargavo ramamabravit // 47 // 


46-47. Then the most merciful and compassionate Lord Ram became pleased with 
him and said, 'Oh Brahmin! I am pleased. I shall fulfill all the wishes of your heart; do 
not doubt it'. At this assurance, Parashuram was happy and he said to Sri Ram (46-47) 
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yadi me'nugraho rama tavasti madhusUdana / 
tvadbhaktasangastvatpade drdha bhaktih sadastu me // 48 // 


48. 'Oh Madhusudan Ram (i.e. the most beautiful, charming, attractive and enchanting 
Ram who keeps the heart in thrall)! If you are pleased with me, let me have constant 
communion with your devotees and have strong, steadfast and unwavering devotion, 
faith, dedication and conviction for your holy lotus-like feet (48). 
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stotrametatpathedyastu bhaktihino'pi sarvada / 
tvadbhaktistasya vijfianam bhüyadante smrtistava // 49 // 


49. Besides this, if any non-believer or one who is devoid of devotion, faith, 
conviction, dedication and worship (towards/for you) reads or recites this Stotra 
(devotional hymns), let him be blessed with your devotion and faith, let him have 
endearment and affection for you, let him become enlightened, realised and a wise 
one, and let him remember you at the end (i.e. at the time of his death) (49).* 


DLLLLLLLLI 


(4.4) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Narad 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Ayodhya Kand (Chapter 2), Canto (Sarga) 
1, from verse nos. 9-315 . 

Once, the celestial sage Narad visited Lord Ram at Ayodhya, the capital city. 
It was then that Narad prayed to Lord Ram with the following hymn— 
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atha tam narado'pyaha raghavam bhaktavatsalam / 
kim mohayasi mam rama vakyairlokanusaribhih // 9 // 


9. Then sage Narad said to Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) who is compassionate towards his 
devotees—'Oh Sri Ram! Why do you create delusions (deception) for me by speaking 
words like an ordinary human being? (9). 
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samsaryahamiti proktam satyametattvaya vibho / 
jagatamadibhüta ya sa maya grhini tava // 10 // 


10. Oh Vibho (omnipresent, all-pervading, magnanimous, eternal and all powerful 
Lord—Sri Ram)! Your words that you are like an ordinary human belonging to this 
world are appropriate on the surface, so it seems, because Maya—the primordial 
cosmic energy and the primary cause of all creation—has manifested itself as your 
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divine consort (housewife, i.e. Sita). [That is, it is your simplicity and lack of 
arrogance that you speak such humble words] (10). 
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tvatsannikarsajjayante tasyam brahmadayah prajāh / 
tvadasraya sada bhati maya ya trigunatmika // 11 // 
sūte'jasram Suklakrsnalohitah sarvada prajah / 
lokatrayamahagehe grhasthastvamudahrtah // 12 // 


11-12. Oh Lord! Merely by having contact with you (or being close to you), that 
eternal, supreme and cosmic energy, which is also called your delusion creating 
powers or Maya, creates Brahma and all other subjects (creatures) of this creation. 
That Maya—which has the three inherent qualities of Satva (truthful, righteous, 
virtuous and noble qualities); Raj (more mundane qualities such as desire for 
enjoyment and seeking pleasures of the sensual world), and Tam (perversions, evils, 
vices and other base and mean qualities)—is always dependent upon you, and is 
empowered by you to make itself evident, to enable one to experience it and perceive 
it (only because you want it to be so). Maya produces three types of creatures or 
subjects in this creation in accordance with the three qualities mentioned above. These 
subjects can be classified into these three groups—those who are ‘white or fair 
complexioned', those who are 'red or copper coloured, and those who are 'dark 
complexioned'. This living beings or subjects of the Lord's kingdom are classified 
into these three categories according to their predominant characters, qualities and 
virtues respectively. You are called the householder of this great, vast, macrocosmic 
household called the ‘Triloki’ (literally, the entire universe consisting of the three 
worlds—celestial, terrestrial, subterranean) (11-12). 


[The ‘white complexioned’ are the upper class of people in society—the Satvic 
people. The ‘copper coloured’ are the Rajsic class—the middle rung people in the 
society. The ‘dark or black complexioned’ are the ignorant Tamsic class of people, 
the lowest rung of society. | 
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tvam visnurjanaki laksmīh Sivastvam janaki Siva / 
brahma tvam janaki vani sūryastvam janaki prabha // 13 // 


13. You are Lord Vishnu while Janki (Sita) is Laxmi; you are Shiva while Janki is 
Parvati; you are Brahma while Janki is Saraswati; and you are the Sun while Janki is 
its radiance and splendour (13). 
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bhavan sasankah sita tu rohiņī Subhalaksana / 
Sakrastvameva paulomi sita svahanalo bhavan // 14 // 


14. You are the Moon while Sita is the chaste and virtuous Rohini; you are Indra 
while Sita is Shachi, the daughter of Pulom; and you are the Fire God while Sita 1s 
‘Swaha’ (the word pronounced while making offerings to the Gods in the sacrificial 
fire) (14). 
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yamastvam kālarūpasca sita sarnyaminī prabho / 
nirrtistvam jagannatha tamasi janaki Subha // 15 // 


15. Oh Lord! You are like the death God ‘Yam’ for all (the creation) while Sita is 
‘Sanyam’ (meaning restraint, self control). Oh Lord of the world! You are the benign 
God called *Niriti” (who is worshipped in the south west direction during religious 
sacrifices) who symbolises such virtues as detachment and dispassion, while the 
auspicious Sita personifies that aspect of creation that ties the creature to delusions 
and ignorance in the world because she is Maya personified (15). 
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rama tvameva varuno bhargavi janaki Subha / 
vayustvam rama sita tu sadagatiritirita // 16 // 


16. You are Varun (the Lord of water; also meaning the Sun) while the good 
charactered Janki is Varuni (his consort); you are Vayu (Wind God) while Sita is 
Sadaagati (literally, one who is constantly on the move or is ever changing) (16). 
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kuberastvam rama sita sarvasampatprakirtita / 
rudrani janaki prokta rudrastvam lokanasakrt // 17 // 


17. Oh Sri Ram! You are Kuber and Sita represents all his wealth, prosperity and 
majesty; you are Rudra (the angriest form of Lord Shiva), the one who wrathfully 
slays (annihilates) the world while the auspicious Sita is called Rudrani, his divine 
consort (17). 
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loke strivacakam yavattatsarvam jānakī subha / 
punnamavacakam yavattatsarvam tvam hi raghava // 18 // 
tasmāllokatraye deva yuvabhyam nasti kificana // 19 // 


18-19. Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! Verily, whatever is masculine in this creation is 
represented by you, while the feminine aspect is denoted by Sita. Hence, oh Lord, 
nothing in this world exists which is not one or the other aspect of either of you (18- 
19). 
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tasmanmahamstatah sūtram lingam sarvatmakam tatah 


/[ 20 // 


20. Your existence is so esoteric and secret that it can only be experienced and known 
by enlightened wisdom and realisation of what constitutes the absolute ‘truth’ which 
is formless, nameless and attributeless, and is called *Avyaakrit". Its splendour and 
dazzling brilliance creates in its wake a shadow of ignorance (just like the light of the 
sun casts a dark shadow). This ignorance is characterised by having a notion of 
*Mahattwa', or an element of pride and ego, of importance, greatness and grandeur. It 
is so subtle and imperceptible that no one is able to recognise that he has it, though it 
inherently is present dissolved uniformly in the whole creation and its creatures. So, 
when that primary entity called Avyaakrit was enveloped by its own shadow, it 
virtually became ignorant about its pristine pure and uncorrupt nature. As a result of 
it, it developed Mahattwa (i.e. it began to think that it has the potential to start the 
process of creation; that otherwise neutral and dispassionate entity began to think in 
terms of a creating something that it would call its own product and which would 
showcase its magnificent and fantastic powers of creation from nothing; it forgot that 
it is about to set off a chain of actions that would tie it down in its own self-created 
bog, as it were). So from this Mahattwa evolved the subtle body of the vast creation, 
called the ‘Sutraatma’ (Hiranya-garbha?) The latter produced the gross body of 
creation, called the ‘Ling-Deha’ consisting of various sense organs of the myriad 
creatures of this world) (20). 


[ The word *Avyaakrit! means something that is secret and unknown, has no name, 
form and attributes, some entity that has no fault or blemishes, something that is the 
cause of all other things; according to Sankhya school of Hindu philosophy, it refers 
to Nature. 


"The macrocosmic gross body produced from Hiranya-garbha is known as the Viraat 
Purush. From the latter, the rest of the myriad creation, including the individual 
creature, evolved.] 


355 


aegra gar Tama a1 fexgfüregend Ag” gamma 1122 11 


ahankarasca buddhisca paficapranendriyani ca / 
lingamityucyate prajfiairjanmamrtyusukhadimat // 21 // 


2]. [Describing what is ‘Ling-Deha’, Narad elucidates further—] The wise and 
learned people (Pragya Jan) call the collective product produced by the various 
permutations and combinations or assorted collection of such qualities as ‘Ahankar’ 
(pride, vanity, hypocrisy, haughtiness, arrogance) and ‘Buddhi’ (intelligence, 
erudition, discrimination, rationality, logic), as well as the five vital life sustaining 
vital winds called the *Panch-prans'! and the ten sense organs called ‘Indris’ as 
'Ling-Deh' , having the attributes of and characterised by birth, death, sorrows and 
happiness (21). 


[The five vital wind forces of life are the following—(a) Pran (the vital air that 
sustains life); (b) Apan (the wind that passes down in the body) (c) Samaan 
(balancing forces of life); (d) Vyan (the vital air which pervades throughout the body 
and the mind); (e) Uddan (the air/wind which helps the body to rise up). 


"The ten sense organs are— five organs of perception such as ears, nose, tongue, eyes, 
skin, and five organs of action such as mouth, hand, leg, the organs of excretion and 
the organs of reproduction.] 
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sa eva jivasamjfiaSca loke bhati jaganmayah / 
avacyanadyavidyaiva karanopadhirucyate // 22 // 


22. The pure consciousness, when it is engrossed in this deceptive world and falsely 
identifies its pure self with this gross body and becomes proud of it, is called a Jiva (a 
living creature). ‘Ignorance’ which has no end or beginning and which cannot be 
described by words is the cause and attribute or characteristic feature of this thing 
called Jiva (creature) (22). 
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sthūlam süksmam karanakhyamupadhitritayam citeh / 
etairviSisto jivah syadviyuktah paramesvarah // 23 // 


23. Pure, unadulterated consciousness has three forms of bodies in which it resides 
when it assumes the form of a creature—physical or gross, subtle and invisible, and 
causal or the one which is the origin of the rest. When this consciousness is equipped 
with the attributes or characters associated with these three types of bodies, it is 
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known as Jiva (creature), and when it is free from these three, it is famed as 
‘Parmeshwar’ (the supreme Soul) (23). 
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jagratsvapnasusuptyakhya samsrtirya pravartate / 
tasya vilaksanah sāksī cinmatrastvam raghüttama // 24 // 


24. Oh the best in the clan of Raghu (Sri Ram)! You are unique in the sense that you 
are a stranger to, are beyond and superior to, exception to and separate from, beyond 
the purview, reach and realm of the three states in which the whole creation exists. 
These three states of existence are called-- the waking state, the dreaming state and 
the deep sleep state of existence. You are simply a conscious witness to these three 
states of existence (24). 
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tvatta eva jagajjatam tvayi sarvam pratisthitam / 
tvayyeva liyate krtsnam tasmattvam sarvakaranam // 25 // 


25. This whole visible/invisible creation has risen from you, is sustained by you and 
merges (coalesces) back into you. That is why you are the primary cause (the essence, 
reality, elementary source, the truth) of all that exists (25). 
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rajjavahimivatmanam jivam jfiatva bhayam bhavet / 
parātmāhamiti jiatva bhayaduhkhairvimucyate // 26 // 


26. Even as the illusion of a snake in a rope creates mortal fear of it, the misleading 
belief (i.e. deceptive and erroneous thought) that this ‘Jiva’ (creature with a physical 
body) is *me' (as in verses 20-23) creates false fear in a person. Otherwise, when he 
realises that he is the *Parmatma' (the macrocosmic, supreme Soul itself in a 
microcosmic form), he is liberated from all fears and sorrows, all consternations and 
perplexities associated with this mundane, deluding world. This realisation removes 
the veils of deception and illusions sheathing (enveloping, covering) his 
discrimination faculty, intellect, mind and wisdom, and it is called enlightenment 
(26). 
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cinmatrajyotisa sarvah sarvadehesu buddhayah / 
tvaya yasmatprakasyante sarvasyatma tato bhavan // 27 // 


27. Since you reside inside the body of all in the form of a divine spark of life and a 
light of pure, divine and sublime consciousness and illuminate the mind-intellect 
complex, therefore it is you who is their soul, ie. the life-giving force, or the 
real/truthful identity, or Atma of the creature. This Atma, which is the pure 
consciousness, is called the *true self? (27). 


STIR rd wa sit PIII! TMI ed THA TUNI IRC |I 


ajfianannyasyate sarvam tvayi rajjo bhujangavat / 


mene 


28. Like the illusion of a serpent (or the imagination of a serpent) in a rope, the whole 
world is imagined to be present in you due to ignorance. Hence, when the true nature 
of your supreme, sublime, ethereal and transcendental ‘Being’ is realised and 
understood, this illusionary and deceptive imagination also vanishes. That is why a 
seeker should practice ‘Gyan’ (pursuit of the truth, the essential, basic, elementary 
nature of existence, its cause and effect, its origin and end, based on analysis and 
sound thinking, not distracted by illusionary or misleading inputs; acquisition of 
correct wisdom and having deep insight into reality) (28). 


GTA fast waft ATT META gAT d ATT wa feli 


tvatpadabhaktiyuktanam vijfianam bhavati kramat / 
tasmattvadbhaktiyukta ye muktibhajasta eva hi // 29 // 


29. Only those persons who are blessed and fortunate to be endowed (possessed) with 
your dedicated devotion and have unwavering faith and conviction in you can ever 
expect to achieve true knowledge (Gyan). And since wisdom, enlightenment and 
realisation are the paths to emancipation and salvation, hence those who are possessed 
of your Bhakti can only expect to have deliverance and liberation from the world (29). 


TSAR «Tah a fengx:g Stat APTS Aeg 1 Wb FAT IIo II 


aham tvadbhaktabhaktanam tadbhaktanam ca kinkarah / 
ato mamanugrhnisva mohayasva na mam prabho // 30 // 


30. Oh Lord! I am a servant (follower) of those who are, in turn, devotees (followers) 
of those who follow your (true, sincere, ardent, diligent, unwavering and realised) 
other devotees. [That is, I am a 4th rung devotee. | 


358 


So, please do not cast your magical spell of delusions on me (in order to check 
my aptitude and sincerity, because I'd fail miserably in it as I am not well qualified 
and am simply a humble servant of yours). But instead, show your grace, munificence 
and benevolence upon me (30). 


GAN sm d rep: WAT sraerare Tiss wen ui Ue NUS 113: 1 


tvannabhikamalotpanno brahma me janakah prabho / 
atastavaham pautro'smi bhaktam mam pahi raghava // 31 // 


31. Oh Lord! Brahma, who was born on a divine lotus which had emerged from your 
navel, is my father—hence, I am your grandson. So, oh Raghav (Sri Ram), you should 
save and protect me, who am your devotee (and relative)! (31). 


SIRT TEM Aca Taras: 132% J 


ityuktva bahuso natva svanandasrupariplutah // 31% // 


317^ Saying so and repeatedly bowing his head in reverence, Narad's eyes were filled 
with tears of joy and exhilaration. (3127 
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(4.5) Lord Ram’s Stotra by sage Valmiki 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Ayodhya Kand (Chapter 2), Canto (Sarga) 
6, from verse nos. 52-63. 

Lord Ram met the legendary sage Valmiki, who was to later compose the epic 
Ramayana narrating the life-story of Lord Ram in detail, at his hermitage in the forest. 
The Lord sought his advice on the place where he should live with Sita and Laxman. 
Valmiki got an opportunity, and he made good use of it by narrating the symbolic 
places where the Lord should live for the benefit of his devotees. These symbolic 
residences or dwellings of the Lord are his metaphoric temples where the Lord always 
lives cheerfully. In essence they outline the glorious and auspicious virtues that a wise 
and clever person must inculcate in his own self in order to ensure that the Lord can 
make his abode in the devotee’s own inner-self. If this indeed happens then the person 
has no need to go and search the Supreme Lord anywhere outside. 


aà wer KARTI amu aay Paracas Riy? I 
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tvameva sarvalokanam nivasasthanamuttamam / 
tavapi sarvabhütani nivasasadanani hi // 52 // 


52. Sage Valmiki said—'Oh Sri Ram! You are the only and the best place for all the 
creatures to reside in (i.e. you are the only solace and refuge for the creatures, they 
take and find shelter with you; you are the final resting place for their soul), while at 
the same time, they are your abode (because you reside in their bosom as their pure 
consciousness, their pure self, their microcosmic and subtle soul or their Atma) (52). 


Ud WI CIA d genesi har arenes fast Vega 143 II 


evam sadharanam sthanamuktam te raghunandana / 
sitaya sahitasyeti visesam prcchatastava // 53 // 


53. Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! This is the general place (i.e. in a nutshell, so to 
speak) where you can (or do) reside. But since you have asked me for some specific 
places where you can stay with Sita— (53). 


Tey Tyas wd Pacer! Wa Pease TTT 
aa sta Pd wed TSP dv II 


tadvaksyami raghusrestha yatte niyatamandiram / 
Santanam samadrstinamadvestAnam ca jantusu / 
tvameva bhajatam nityam hrdayam te’dhimandiram // 54 // 


54. —So, oh the exalted son of Raghu's clan, I shall now list those specific places 
where you can live. He who is tranquil, serene, calm and peaceful, who treats all alike 
with equanimity and equitability without any distinction whatsoever and is uniform 
towards all, who is without any jealousy, envy, malice, ill-will and hatred towards 
anyone, and who constantly, consistently and persistently worships, reveres, honours, 
adores and remembers you day and night—his heart is the main (chief) place where 
you can (or do) reside (i.e. it is your temple) (54). 


mttaer wards I KAT We d IM WEN eS I 
dharmadharmanparityajya tvameva bhajato'nišam / 
sitaya saha te rama tasya hrtsukhamandiram // 55 // 


55. He who is not too obsessed with either Dharma (righteousness, noble deeds, 
probity etc.) or Adharma (unrighteousness, evil deeds, impropriety etc.), and instead, 
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constantly worships, adores and remembers you—Oh Sri Ram, you should reside in 
his heart-like temple most cheerfully, joyfully and comfortably along with Sita (55). 


GTG qp AAS VOT TA: | esl EET ees d GAPE |! 


tvanmantrajapako yastu tvameva saranam gatah / 
nirdvandvo nihsprhastasya hrdayam te sumandiram // 56 // 


56. He who reverentially repeats (does ‘Jaap’ or ‘Japa’ of) your holy name, who takes 
shelter and refuge in your holy feet, who is without confusions, doubts, suspicions or 
dilemmas of any kind, and who does not have any worldly attachments, allurements 
and attractions of any manner whatsoever and remains neutral, aloof, indifferent, 
dispassionate and detached—the heart of such a person is your beautiful temple 
(residence, abode) (56). 


PRESIRUT: VAT d Wenatsta: | PASAT d Kg TE de I 


nirahankarinah Santa ye ragadvesavarjitah / 
samalosta$makanakastesam te hrdayam grham // 57 // 


57. He who is devoid of any kind of pride, ego, haughtiness and arrogance, who is of 
a tranquil, peaceful, calm and serene temperament and emotions, who is without any 
sort of attachment, attraction, desire or infatuation with anything nor does he have any 
jealousy, envy, malice, hatred or ill-will towards anyone, and who treats a dead 
‘Pinda’ (a ball-shaped rounded dough made of cereals offered to dead ancestors; 
literally, any lifeless dead body), a stone and a piece of gold equally (without 
distinguishing between them)—the heart of such a person is your residence (57). 


cafa afad: Gaye: uer Vadi af KAM SST TH NEW |i 


tvayi dattamanobuddhiryah santusta sada bhavet / 
tvayi santyaktakarma yastanmanaste Subham grham // 58 // 


58. He who concentrates (focuses) his mind and intellect, his thoughts and emotions 
on you and remains ever contented and satisfied, and who offers all his deeds (and 
their results) to you—his mind and heart is your auspicious abode (58). 


a a zm sme frat ore a wate we MATA fics ca wen EHI | 


yo na dvestyapriyam prapya priyam prapya na hrsyate / 
sarvam mayeti ni$citya tvam bhajettanmano grham // 59 // 
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59. He who does not feel any kind of malice, ill-will or hatred, i.e. never gets agitated, 
angry, upset and vengeful even when subjected to unpleasantness or unfavourable and 
unsavoury circumstances of all kinds, and neither does he feel exhilarated and gets 
thrilled, happily excited or delighted on receiving anything pleasant or having 
favourable circumstances, and having decided that all the worldly events and 
happenings are mere illusions, deceptions and hallucinations created by Maya, he 
constantly remembers you, worships you, reveres you, honours you and adores you— 
the heart and mind of such a person is your residence (59). 


KENT KTI ee wala ATARI ade Ge web ga SMS TA igo II 
emu A FAS TENIS II 


ksuttrt sukham bhayam duhkham pranabuddhyorniriksate 
// 60 // 


samsaradharmairnirmuktastasya te manasam grham // 61 // 


60-61. He who sees the six faults’ in this gross body but not in the eternal, 
imperishable and pure soul, who regards hunger, thirst, happiness, sorrows, grief, 
consternations and fears etc. as a defect of the vital winds called Prans and the mind- 
intellect complex (and not of the eternal, pure, enlightened, wise, self contained and 
self satisfied soul or Atma which is beyond any of the faults), and who is detached 
from the various aspects of the behavioral world—the Mana (the thoughts and 
emotions, the heart, mind and intellect) of such a person is your own abode (60-61). 


[The six faults or defects relevant to the body are—(1) those associate with power 
and authority, such as arrogance, haughtiness, ego, pride and vanity; (2) the horrible 
torments undergone during birth; (3) the problems of growing up and development; 
(4) the problems associated with change of any kind happening in life; (5) the 
tendency of the body to gradually lose its vigour and vitality and become 
progressively weak and decrepit; and (6) its ultimate decay, destruction and ruin.] 


Taka 3p ATRI cub fed ATA 
sere dud Ag qub eet ue AZ Sud 


pasyanti ye sarvaguhāšayastham tvam cidghanam satyamanantamekam / 
alepakam sarvagatam varenyam tesam hrdabje saha sitaya vasa // 62 // 


62. He who sees the Supreme Being represented by you who are a treasure of 
enlightenment and wisdom, are a personification, embodiment or an image of the 
universal and ultimate truth, are eternal and infinite having no beginning or an end, 
are the one and the only one in this creation (i.e. you are matchless, peerless, 
unparalleled, unique and without a second), are faultless, untarnished and sinless, are 
all-pervading, omnipresent, all knowing and omniscient, are worthy of honour, 
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reverence, adoration, worship, and devotion, are present in the bosom of all the 
creatures as their Atma or soul—oh Lord Sri Ram, you and Sita should make 
residence in their lotus-like hearts (62). 


PRT PA crumeuenmRSSdmm | 
GANA SAH amm WS FEST 116 3 1 


nirantarabhyasadrdhikrtatmanam tvatpadasevaparinisthitanam / 
tvannamakirtya hatakalmasanam sitasametasya grham hrdabje // 63 // 


63. He whose faculty of reasoning, thoughts, discrimination and intellect as well as 
the virtues of the mind to concentrate and focus and pay attention to anything 
(collectively called “Chitta’) have become stable by constant practice, who involves 
himself constantly in the service of your holy feet (i.e. remains steadfastly devoted to 
you and in serving you), whose sins and accumulated effects of evil deeds have been 
destroyed by the singing of your holy name in chorus (because it purifies the heart, 
mind and the intellect)—their lotus-like heart is the residence of both you and Sita 
(63). 
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(4.6) Lord Ram’s Stotra by sage Sutikshan 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Aranya Kand (Chapter 3), Canto (Sarga) 2, 
from verse nos. 25-34. 

Saga Sutikshan was the disciple of sage Agastya and an ardent devotee of 
Lord Ram. When he got the wind that the Lord is coming to meet him, he was 
overwhelmed with extreme ecstasy. The following hymn is attributed to him. 


QA EASA Wd mrs HARATA | RU || 


sutiksnasyasramam pragatprakhyatamrsisankulam / 
sarvartugunasampannam sarvakalasukhavaham // 25 // 


25. After that, they (Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita) went to the famous sage Sutikshan's 
hermitage which was full of many sages, seers, ascetics and hermits, had the pleasant 
and charming characters typical of all the seasons, and, therefore, was very 
comfortable at all times (25). 
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ramamagatamakarnya sutiksnah svayamagatah / 
agastyašisyo ramasya mantropasanatatparah / 
vidhivatpUjayamasa bhaktyutkanthitalocanah // 26 // 


26. Hearing of Sri Ram's arrival, sage Agastya's disciple Sutikshan, who was a 
worshipper of the ‘Ram Mantra’ (the holy name of Sri Ram as prescribed by the 
Vedas, and especially the Ram Uttar Taponishad, as being the salvation provider 
group of holy letters) went forward to receive the Lord himself, and duly worship him 
as per established tradition. At that time, sage Sutikshan's eyes were devotionally 
eager to have Darshan (divine, holy and august sight or view) of the Lord (26). 


yia Sars 
HIST Stared TATA | 
FOROS TAS TAT Had da WINE ds 


sutiksna uvaca 


tvanmantrajapyahamanantagunaprameya 
sitapate Sivavirificisama$sritanghre / 
samsarasindhutaranamalapotapada 
ramabhirama satatam tava dasadasah // 27 // 


27. Sage Sutikshan said, 'Oh Sitapati (a form of address for Sri Ram; literally meaning 
the husband of Sita), the one with endless virtues who 1s measureless, limitless and 
endless! It is your holy Mantra that I repeat constantly. Oh Sri Ram, the enchanting, 
beautiful and bewitching one! Lord Shiva and Brahma are dependent on (i.e. have 
taken shelter in) your holy feet which are like a strong and sturdy boat/ship to take 
one across the ocean-like mundane and mortal world. I am always the servant 
(devotee, follower, supplicant) of, and humbler than, your devotees (27). 


AT FASTA TTT FAH OMT TT | 
"unb Riku wegaefvsuledWmIauud Tam 112 C 11 


māmadya sarvajagatāmavigocarastvam 
tvanmāyayā sutakalatragrhāndhakūpe / 
magnam nirīksya malapudgalapindamoha- 
pāšānubaddhahrdayam svayamāgato'si // 28 // 


28. Though you are so subtle, sublime and mysterious as well as most grand, 
stupendous and majestic that you are not the subject matter for comprehension, 
understanding, debate and grasp by the mind and intellect as well as the sense organs 
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(senses and perceptions) in this world, you still have mercifully and graciously come 
here yourself to give your holy Darshan (divine view) to me inspite of realising 
(recognising) that I am a dude and stone-hearted (1.e. emotionless) one who has fallen 
in the dead (dry, dark) well represented by various worldly attachments and ties, such 
as sons, kith, kin and the household, under the spell (influence) of your delusion 
creating powers called Maya. My heart, under Maya's influence, is shackled by the 
attachments that I have with this puppet-like body consisting essentially of abhorable 
and reprehensible things such as faecal matters and urine (1.e. excreta)! (28). 


«d wehpeedy qure cenae quu Hmm 
ATS ATT AEREAS Uer Web: 11 | 


tvam sarvabhütahrdayesu krtalayopi 
tvanmantrajapyavimukhesu tanosi mayam / 

tvanmantrasadhanaparesvapayati maya 
sevānurūpaphalado'si yatha mahipah // 29 // 


29. Though you dwell in the heart of all the creatures uniformly, still those who do not 
repeat (recite, remember, meditate upon, chant) your holy Mantra, are enchanted and 
trapped (i.e. captivated, influenced, enthralled, under the magical spell of and held in 
sway) by your Maya (delusion creating powers), while those who are diligent, sincere 
and steadfast in having devotion for as well as having a firm conviction and faith in 
the divine powers and potentials of your holy and divine Mantra, are able to avoid (or 
get over with, or remove the deluding effects of) your Maya. In this manner, just like 
a wise, judicious and just king, you give fruits (rewards) to all according to their 
service (deeds, actions, diligence, sincerity, faith, conviction and belief) (29). 


fare goaia tamed ara fueran afara | 
adie ARa fafenmepfqued agate: NVA Bh: 1130 |! 


visvasya srstilayasamsthiti heturekastvam 
mayaya triguņayā vidhirīšavisņū / 
bhāsīsa mohitadhiyām vividhākrtistvam 
yadvadravih salilapātragato hyanekah // 30 // 


30. Oh the Lord of the universe! Actually it is only you who, being the cause of the 
origin, sustenance and annihilation of this universe, appear in different forms such as 
that of Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer) and Shiva (the annihilator) by the 
virtue of your illusion-creating powers represented by Maya. This Maya (delusion- 
creating power of the supreme Brahm) basically constitutes of three inherent qualities, 
called ‘Triguna’, which manifests itself as these Trinity Gods (Brahma the creator, 
Vishnu the sustainer, and Shiva or Rudra the concluder). Similarly, it is you who 
appear in various forms (such as birds, animals, trees and human beings—the males 
and the females, etc.) in the sight of people who are under the deceptive and 
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illusionary spell of your Maya just like the same sun appears to be numerous when its 
image is viewed in different pans containing water (30). 


Wege Vadose was wa AT: TA: J | 
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pratyaksato'dya bhavatascaranaravindam 
pasyami rama tamasah paratah sthitasya / 
drgrūpatastvamasatāmavigocaro pi 
tvanmantrapūtahrdayesu sadā prasannah // 31 // 


31. Oh Sri Ram! Though I am ignorant and lack the depth of knowledge reguired to 
realise the truth and reality about you, and you are beyond the scope (or parameters) 
of ignorance and lack of true knowledge, still I am so fortunate that I am seeing your 
holy and divine feet in practical/physical terms today. (This goes to prove that—) 
Though you are invisible to (i.e. not perceived, not experienced, not witnessed, not 
seen or visualised by) unrighteous people, you still show your benevolence and 
munificence towards those whose mind, heart and intellect have been purified by 
doing Japa (constant repetition) of your holy Mantra (which include your holy and 
divine name) (31). 


Teas TH Wu STASIS mAg KAT | 
weraregy Haare ae ERSTES] |18 2 11 


pasyami rama tava rūpamarūpiņo'pi 
māyāvidambanakrtam sumanusyavesam / 
kandarpakotisubhagam kamaniyacapabanam 
dayardrahrdayam smitacaruvaktram // 32 // 


32. Oh Sri Ram! Though (as the supreme transcendental Brahm) you are without a 
form and attributes, still I am fortunate that I am watching your manifested form as a 
most attractive and charming human being which you have assumed on the strength 
of your own delusion-creating powers. This human form of yours is as radiant as 
crores (millions) of Kamdeo-cupids. You hold an enchanting bow, which can 
captivate and vanquish all, either by its strength or by its beauty, as your adornment; 
your heart is compassionate and malleable (1.e. merciful), while your face looks most 
attractive and enchanting with its sweet, pleasant and a bewitching smile (32). 


Treas aan fraaufequeuen | 
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sitasametamajinambaramapradhrsyam 
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saumitrina niyatasevitapadapadmam / 
nilotpaladyutimanantagunam prasantam 
madbhagadheyamanisam pranamami ramam // 33 // 


33. I always, day and night, reverentially bow to Sri Ram who is with Sita, wears a 
deer skin, is always victorious and invincible, whose lotus-like feet are routinely 
served by the son of Sumitra (Laxman), whose countenance resembles a blue (i.e. rain 
bearing dark) cloud having the dazzle of lightening, who is endowed with 
immeasurable and countless virtues, is most serene, tranquil, placid and peaceful, and 
is an image (reflection, personification, embodiment) of my good fortunes (33). 


I TH Ta GSTHSDNGSTRDOTIWIRfed SUÉTORRISD | 
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janantu rāma tava rūpamasesadeša 
kaladyupadhirahitam ghanacitprakasam / 
pratyaksato'dya mama gocarametadeva 
rüpam vibhatu hrdaye na param vikankse // 34 // 


34. Oh Sri Ram! Let those who recognise you in your true transcendental form— 
which is without any attributes or characteristics associated with place, circumstance, 
time etc., and is a treasury (a source, a fount) of the eternal light of truth and 
enlightenment—let them be contented and know it as such (or recognise you as such). 
But for me, let this charming image of your personified form as the visible 
counterpart of that supreme Soul called *Ram', which I behold in front of me now, be 
always experienced and enshrined in my heart in this very form. I do not have a desire 
for (i.e. to meditate, concentrate, have devotion for, worship) any other form of the 
Lord except that which I behold in front of my eyes right now!' (34). 
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(4.7) Lord Ram's Stotra by sage Agastya 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Aranya Kand (Chapter 3), Canto (Sarga) 3, 
from verse nos. 17-44. 

After meeting sage Sutikshan, Lord Ram visited the exalted sage Agastya and 
paid his obeisance to the sage. The sage, on the other hand, welcomed the Lord and 
offered his worship in the form of the following hymn— 


Generar TH RA paaa ag: IRAI 
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sukhopavistamekante ramam Sasinibhananam / 
krtanjaliruvacedamagastyo bhagavanrsih // 17 // 
tvadagamanamevaham pratiksansamavasthitah / 

yada ksirasamudrante brahmana prarthitah pura // 18 // 
bhümerbharapanuttyartham ravanasya vadhaya ca / 
tadadi daršanākānksī tava rama tapascaran / 

vasami munibhih sardham tvameva paricintayan // 19 // 


17-19. When Sri Ram was sitting (resting, relaxing) comfortably alone, Lord 
Agastya, who was like a Lord of the sages and hermits, said to Sri Ram, who was like 
a full moon, with palms joined together in submission (17),--- 

‘Oh Sri Ram! Since the time when near the ‘Kshirsagar’ (the legendary ocean 
of milk), Lord Brahma had prayed to you to kill Ravana in order to remove the burden 
of the earth, I have been living here along with other hermits, sages and seers with a 
sincere and eager desire to have your divine, holy Darshan, doing Tapa (austerities 
and penances), and always remembering and thinking about you and patiently waiting 
for your auspicious arrival one day (18-19). 


qe: mer wamdififeeneuIsq ure: crear cafum Arar d MPH AT |120 |! 


srsteh prageka evāsīrnirvikalpo'nupādhikah / 
tvadasraya tvadvisaya maya te Saktirucyate // 20 // 


20. In the beginning of this creation you were all alone, were without an alternative, 
and without any attributes and honours (i.e. there was nothing else besides you). 
*Maya'—which relies upon you, is sustained by you, dwells in you and which has you 
as its subject or focus—is said to be a manifestation of your own stupendous, cosmic 
energy and magical, mysterious powers (which are infinitely potent, intensely 
effective and most incomprehensible for the mind-intellect to understand and 
decipher) (20). 


cara fot Raa ser deni sremmpafafa meda RAET: 1122 11 


tvameva nirgunam Saktiravrnoti yada tada / 
avyakrtamiti prahurvedantaparinisthitah // 21 // 


21. When this ‘Maya-Shakti’ (deluding, mystical powers and cosmic, infinite creative 
energy) surrounds your ‘Nirguna’ form as a transparent sheath, veil or cover, it is 
called ‘Avyaakrit’ by those who are well steeped and well versed in the philosophy of 
Vedant (the philosophy of the Upanishads) (21). 
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mülaprakrtirityeke prahurmayeti kecana / 
avidya samsrtirbandha ityadi bahudhocyate // 22 // 


22. Some call this (the delusion creating powers, the eternal infinite cosmic energy, 
the majestic mystical powers of creation) as ‘Mool Prakriti’ or the essential Nature, 
and others call it ‘Maya’ or delusions. It is also known, amongst other things, by the 
names of ‘Avidya’ or ignorance and lack of truthful knowledge, or *Sansriti which 
refers to the mortal world consisting of a continuous cycle of “birth and death’ and its 
interminable chain of relationships and miseries, or ‘Bandhan’ which refer to the 
worldly fetters that shackle a creature to this entrapping, mundane and illusionary 
world (22). 


TAM PASAT HT HSAs ATT! eae gR GT IE R 3 11 


tvayā sarnksobhyamānā sā mahattattvam prasūyate / 
mahattattvadahankarastvaya saficoditadabhüt // 23 // 


23. Excited (inspired, incited, coaxed) by you, this Maya creates *Mahattatva' or that 
which is great, big, stately and majestic, and which possesses such virtues as 
grandeur, lordliness, glory, magnificence, importance and distinction. From this 
notion arose what is known as 'Ahankar' or the sense of ego, pride, haughtiness, 
arrogance and hypocrisy (23). 


aeg Wewerdqdfufasseq remp TA TAS Tad ieu 1 


ahankaro mahattattvasamvrtastrividho'bhavat / 
sāttviko rajasa$caiva tāmasašceti bhanyate // 24 // 


24. Being infused and completely infested by the sense of greatness and importance 
(or Mahattatva), this element of Ahankar (ego, pride, arrogance and haughtiness) 
produces three characteristic virtues, and patterns of temperament and behaviour as an 
integral character of this creation, viz.—Satvic, Rajsic and Tamsic!. (24). 

[The ‘Satvic’ is the best and the most auspicious quality that is present in a 
creature, the *Tamsic' the worst and the most unrighteous, and the ‘Rajsic’ is the 
normal characteristic with a greater proportion of Satvic than the Tamsic in it. A 
combination of all these three qualities makes the overall personality and character of 
a living being in this creation. The uniqueness of every living being that distinguishes 
him from the others is the ratio of these three qualities in an individual. If the Satvic is 
the dominant one, the individual is noble and righteous in his approach to every 
situation in this life, and he is more intelligent, wise and enlightened as compared to 
others. Such an individual is more inclined to be calm and dispassionate towards all 
the temptations arising out of this world. The Rajsic quality makes him more of a 
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worldly man, but one who understands his responsibilities and lives upto it. The 
Tamsic man is dominated by all the evils and faults of character one can imagine of.] 


THAT AA (ATRI: RAL SOUT HAT TH PARA 71S |i 


tamasatsüksmatanmatranyasan bhütanyatah param / 
sthülani kramaso rama kramottaragunani ha // 25 // 


25. Oh Sri Ram! Out of the ‘Tamas’ quality (i.e. the third, most base and gross 
characteristic) emerged the five subtle perceptions of sound, touch, site, taste and 
smell, and each of these produced their corresponding gross elements, such as the 
sky/space, air, fire, water and earth respectively (25). 


Verrius fac Cad ma: desas fos ueni ASTI i 


rajasanindriyanyeva sattvika devata manah / 
tebhyo'bhavatsütrarüpam lingam sarvagatam mahat // 26 // 


26. Out of the second quality of ‘Rajas’ had emerged the ten sense organs (making up 
the gross body of the creature). From the ‘Satvic’ first quality were produced the 
patron Gods of these ten sense organs as well as the Mana (the mind-intellect-heart 
complex governing the emotions, thoughts and intelligence of a creature and forming 
its subtle body). With the combination of all these three basic and fundamental 
characteristic qualities (Tamsic, Rajsic, Satvic) and their forms as described above, 
there emerged (was produced) the miniscule, atom-like and all-incorporating cosmic 
entity called ‘Hiranya-Garbha’, which was the macrocosmic subtle body of the entire 
creation. The other name of this Hiranya-Garbha is the microcosmic subtle body or 
‘Sutratma’ (residing in the individual creature itself) (26). 


Tat fate TATA: Vor YA | FIT: ROTA STRSTR 11 


tato virat samutpannah sthūlād bhütakadambakat / 
virajah purusatsarvam jagatsthavarajangamam // 27 // 


27. Now, as a next step, out of the combination of the five basic gross elements 
(which are sky/space, air/wind, fire/energy, water and earth, and after the formation of 
the Hiranya Garbha) emerged (evolved and grew) the ‘Viraat Purush’ (literally large, 
huge, vast, all encompassing, all covering, colossus, macrocosmic gross body of the 
creation). Out of this ‘Viraat Purush’ emerged, evolved or manifested this whole 
myriad animate and/or inanimate creation (27). 


CHISTES PERA Fl cd GN SEED ST: ARTT |12 | 


370 
TAURA Ton: MEA e TESA enm: 11 


devatiryanmanusyasca kalakarmakramena tu / 

tvam rajogunato brahma jagatah sarvakaranam // 28 // 
sattvadvisnustvamevasya palakah sadbhirucyate / 

laye rudrastvamevasya tvanmayagunabhedatah // 29 // 


28-29. Depending upon the circumstances, times and needs, it is you who have 
manifested/revealed yourself in different *Yonis' (forms), such as that of Gods, of 
animals and winged creatures (birds, insects), and of humans etc. By the virtue of 
predominance of one or the other quality or characteristic or power that your Maya 
possesses (as defined previously), it is you who have revealed yourself as the creator 
Brahma due to the profusion of the Rajsic quality, the sustainer, nourisher and 
caretaker Vishnu by the superior presence of the Satvic quality, and the destroyer, 
concluder and annihilator Shiva by the preponderance of the Tamsic quality 
respectively—this is what the experts say (28-29). 


IEMET quur fusus. dra fase uw cd ur fase: 1130 |! 


jagratsvapnasusuptyakhya vrttayo buddhijairgunaih / 
tasam vilaksano rama tvam saksi cinmayo’vyayah // 30 // 


30. Oh Sri Ram! The intellect and mind of a creature has three basic and inherent 
qualities viz. Satva, Raj and Tama (that determines its integral nature, temperament 
and inclinations, which in turn decide its general outlook and thought processes, its 
behaviours and personality). Because of, or by the virtue of the mind-intellect 
complex's these three basic and inherent qualities, the creature has (displays) three 
states of consciousness (planes of existence)—which are ‘Jagrat’ (waking state of 
consciousness), ‘Swapna’ (dream state of consciousness) and ‘Sushupti’ (deep sleep 
state of consciousness) respectively. But you are totally different and distinct from 
these; you are beyond their purview. You are only an independent witness to these 
states. You are eternal consciousness which is an embodiment of enlightenment, 
wisdom and truthful knowledge. You are completely faultless, without any taints or 
blemishes of any kind whatsoever (30). 


giete uer Hates Wat sri rab cd wer 3 Toran 113% 11 


srstilīlām yada kartumihase raghunandana / 
angikarosi mayam tvam tada vai gunavaniva // 31 // 


31. Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! When you desire (wish and decide) to create and 
expand this creation, you embrace (take the help of, or instruct) your Maya for this 
purpose, and in conjunction with it, you pretend to become one who possesses various 
characteristics, qualities and attributes (31). 
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wa Arar fear ouf faeere d wer safari afana: | 
Prafrartca Sere feram 1132 11 

cafe d a a d amat: xara faenar d g fae uuum di 
faece 3 g frenmpen us fedi! 


rama maya dvidha bhati vidyavidyeti te sada / 
pravrttimarganirata avidyavaSavartinah / 
nivrttimarganirata vedantarthavicarakah // 32 // 
tvadbhaktinirata ye ca te vai vidyamayah smrta / 
avidyāvašagā ye tu nityam samsarinasca te / 
vidyabhyasarata ye tu nityamuktasta eva hi // 33 // 


32-33. Oh Sri Ram! This ‘Maya’ of yours always appears (i.e. is manifested, is 
apparent, is known, is evolved) in two forms—viz. ‘Vidya’ (truthful knowledge of 
reality; scholarship, erudition, skills, expertise, wisdom) and ‘Avidya’ (ignorance, 
delusions, stupidity, lack of true knowledge and erudition). Those creatures who 
follow/pursue the mundane path of indulgence in, addiction to and attachments with 
this artificial and entrapping world of deeds and actions as well as remaining 
engrossed in its material comforts, are under the spell of the latter (Avidya), while 
those who understand the implication and the essential meaning and teaching of the 
Upanishads, who wish to follow/pursue the path that leads to liberation, deliverance, 
detachment and renunciation, and who are well steeped, steadfast, dedicated and 
sincere in having devotion for you, in worshipping you, in having faith and conviction 
in you, are understood to be and recognised as being aware, enlightened, wise, 
realised and knowledgeable ones. 

Again, those who are yoked to (i.e. under the influence of) Avidya are 
eternally shackled to the deluding, mundane and entrapping world consisting of the 
endless cycle of birth and death, while those who have acquired Vidya (i.e. those who 
have become enlightened, wise, realised and truly knowledgeable) are the ones who 
obtain eternal liberation once and for all (32-33). 


em detrei a1 fer meted Fat PINY II 


loke tvadbhaktiniratastvanmantropasakasca ye / 
vidya pradurbhavettesam netaresam kadacana // 34 // 


34. In this world, ‘Vidya’ (essential truth, erudition, enlightenment, wisdom, truthful 
knowledge) emerges (sprouts or takes birth, is rooted, is kindled, is unfolded, is 
evolved and makes its presence felt) in the internal self (heart, mind, intellect) of only 
those creatures who have ‘Bhakti’ for you (i.e. are sincere, eager, dedicated and 
steadfast in your devotion and worship, who have unwavering faith and conviction in 
you, who have no reliance other than you in this world for their succour and solace), 
and who concentrate on your holy Mantras and on nothing else (34). 
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HAAS ZI Us a STS care HIR AAA WD AIT IS 4 1 


atastvadbhaktisampanna mukta eva na samsayah / 
tvadbhaktyamrtahinanam moksah svapne’pi no bhavet // 35 // 


35. Hence, those persons who are endowed with (posses) your Bhakti are, without 
doubt, liberated (i.e. freed from the fetters that shackles them to this mundane, 
deluding existence). Verily, there is no scope of ever obtaining emancipation and 
salvation, even in one's dreams, without having sincere devotion in you, unflinching 
faith in you and steady conviction in the path shown by you. (35). 


fe UF mh GK feres da myg MAJEE |134 11 


kim rama bahunoktena saram kificidbravimi te / 
sadhusangatirevatra moksaheturudahrta // 36 // 


36. Oh Sri Ram! What more can I say? I shall tell you the essential and fundamental 
tenet on this subject —company of 'Sadhus' (i.e. saintly, holy and pious people, those 
with a pure, sincere and uncorrupt heart, mind and intellect) has been the main cause 
(way, route, medium) that helps in getting/attaining emancipation and salvation, or 
achieving liberation and deliverance from the ignorance-based deluding, artificial, 
impermanent and ensnaring world, and breaking free from its shackles for good (36). 


[The qualifying virtues of Sadhus are enumerated in the following verse no. 37-39.] 


aaa: wafer 4 eget aAA: err SATEK figu: 1130 1 


sadhavah samacitta ye nihsprha vigataisinah / 
dantah prasantastvadbhakta nivrttakhilakamanah // 37 // 


37. Those persons who are even-minded and stable, have equanimity and forbearance, 
are serene, placid, unruffled, unwavering, calm and balanced under adversities as well 
as favourable circumstances, both during sorrows and troubles as well as under happy 
and joyous situations in this world; those who are without any desires and wants 
whatsoever; those who do not have any attachment to their worldly assets such as 
their wealth and sons, nor harbour any desires pertaining to them; those who have 
restrained, conquered and suppressed their sense organs and their wayward tendencies 
or the urge for their gratification; those who are of a serene, calm, peaceful and 
tranquil temperament and mind; those who are sincerely devoted and dedicated to 
you; those who are devoid of and free from all desires, greed, avarice, yearnings and 
ambitions of all kinds— (37); 
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semftafaria wa: astra: | WemwgSeeuiUr dep TAA: 113 11 


istaprāptivipattyosca samah sangavivarjitah / 
samnyastakhilakarmanah sarvada brahmatatparah // 38 // 


38. —those who are even-keeled, have equanimity, remain neutral, unaffected, 
indifferent and aloof even while going through the throes of destruction (unfavourable 
circumstances) or construction (favourable circumstances); those who are without 
encumbrances and attachments of any kind; those who abandon and forsake 
involvement in all types of worldly deeds and getting involved in various actions, i.e. 
do not regard himself as the ‘doer’ of any deed, nor expects any reward or punishment 
for it; those who are always the followers of Brahm ( i.e. pursue the path of 
righteousness that leads to the supreme, eternal One)— (38); 


GATT: GTS da Saha | eur dar ccn maur WA 1138 II 


yamadigunasampannah santusta yena kenacit / 
satsangamo bhavedyarhi tvatkathasravane ratih // 39 // 


39. —those who are endowed with ‘Yam’ and other virtues (e.g. self-restraint of 
passions and doing penances and austerities); and those who are contented and 
satisfied with whatever comes their way—such persons who possess these virtues are 
truly ‘Sadhus’ (saintly, pious, holy, divine, pure in mind and heart). Whenever one is 
fortunate to get communion and a chance to interact with such saints, one develops 
endearment for and interest in your divine stories (i.e. in spiritualism) (39). 


aga cat MATU wT Saat argues fast fags wem || 


samudeti tato bhaktistvayi rama sanatane / 
tvadbhaktavupapannayam vijfianam vipulam sphutam // 40 // 


40. Oh Sri Ram! Thence, one is blessed with having Bhakti (i.e. having sincere 
devotion, firm faith, steadfast dedication, unwavering conviction and firm belief) in 
you who are the eternal, primeval, ancient and truthful Supreme Being. When this 
happens, one is bestowed with pristine pure, uncorrupted, undiluted and immense 
wisdom and knowledge pertaining to you as well as the ultimate and fundamental 
truth about you (40). 


sefa gemia AAT: Tress Weng A JSA | Id? || 


udeti muktimārgo'yamādyascaturasevitah / 
tasmādrāghava sadbhaktistvayi me premalaksana // 41 // 
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41. This is the prime path (way, method, course, medium) towards emancipation and 
salvation followed (adopted) by clever and wise ones. Hence, oh Raghav (Sri Ram), 
let me have eternal and constant Bhakti in you, a Bhakti marked by sincere love and 
affection, sincere devotion and faith, sincere conviction and belief, sincere humility 
and submission for and dedication in you! (41). 


ED Wrst TEKA fasted: TED À UPC wp WaT p i 


sada bhüyaddhare sangastvadbhaktesu visesatah / 
adya me saphalam janma bhavatsandarsanadabhit // 42 // 


42. And oh Hari (an epithet for Lord Vishnu; the Lord who ‘steals’ or removes all the 
torments of his devotees)! Let me have communion (contact, interaction) with your 
devotees (ardent, dedicated followers) for most of the time. Oh Lord! My life has 
been successful (amply rewarded, very fortunate) that I have the privilege of having 
your divine, august and holy sight (Darshan) today (42). 


STD mag: cud AMG: Wher: WAT WISI WT AAT TA: | 
TAS TIS TA HS da edis 


adya me kratavah sarve babhüvuh saphalah prabho / 
dirghakalam maya taptamananyamatina tapah / 
tasyeha tapaso rama phalam tava yadarcanam // 43 // 


43. Oh Lord! All my ‘Yagyas’ (sacrifices, religious rituals, penances, austerities, 
vows etc.) have been completed today (i.e. the aim or object with which I was doing 
all these have been accomplished today by seeing you). I have done Tapa (austerities, 
penances, hardships and sufferance) with great diligence and sincerity for a long time. 
Oh Sri Ram! The physical worship of your divine self that I was able to do today is 
the evident reward of all those Tapas (43). 


Gel 4 Sara art wea wu waa! wesafersdt aft ga: SAT Ber aa i wv 


sada me sitaya sardham hrdaye vasa raghava / 
gacchatastisthato vapi smrtih syanme sada tvayi // 44 // 


44. Oh Raghav! You should always reside in my heart along with Sita. Let me always 
remember you even while going about my daily chores (44).’ 
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(4.8) Lord Ram’s Stotra by Jatau 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Aranya Kand (Chapter 3), Canto (Sarga) 8, 
from verse nos. 44-53. 

Jatau (pronounced as Ja-taau) was a vulture by birth, but he was not an 
ordinary bird. He was a great devotee of Lord Ram and a friend of King Dasrath, the 
worldly father of the Lord. When the demon Ravana was taking away Sita to Lanka 
after having abducted her from Lord Ram’s hermitage in the forest, Jatau intervened 
and tried his best to secure the release of Sita from the demon’s captivity. But the 
demon cut off his wings with a sword, and so the bird fell to the ground, mortally 
wounded. Jatau waited for Lord Ram’s arrival, and when the Lord did come he told 
him about the fact that Sita was being abducted by Ravana and the direction in which 
he had gone. Lord Ram showed immense affection towards Jatau, showing the latter 
the same respect that he would have shown his father Dasrath. The Lord wiped his 
wounds with his own hands using the long curls of his hairs as the mop, lifted him on 
his laps and moved his loving hands caressingly over his wounded body. Though the 
Lord requested Jatau to live if he wished so, for the Lord would grant him a new 
phase of life, but Jatau was extremely wise. He said that he was so fortunate that the 
Supreme Being is himself standing right before him, and what more favourable 
chance will he ever get again to die while being loved and caressed by the Lord 
himself, and while watching the divine sight of the Supreme Being intently as he 
leaves the mortal body which nevertheless he will have to leave one or the other day, 
because all living beings have to die one day or the other. 

So, when Jatau left his mortal body of a vulture, he assumed a divine form like 
one of the Gods and went to the heaven. It was at that time that Jatau prayed to Lord 
Ram with the following hymn— 


g 
straps weno IATE TT | 


SHAT TĀ AAE WTS TART IK LI 


jatāyuruvāca 
aganitagunamaprameyamadyam sakalajagatsthitisamyamadihetum/ 
uparamaparam parātmabhūtam satatamaham pranato'smi ramacandram 


/[ 44 |I 


44. Jatau prayed—'I remain perpetually bowed in great reverence before Sri 
Ramchandra who has (possesses, is endowed with) immeasurable auspicious virtues 
and good characteristics, who is boundless, measureless, limitless and without any 
parameters, who is the original cause of creation, its sustenance and its ultimate 
annihilation, who is an embodiment of supreme peace, tranquility and serenity, and is 
the most exalted and supreme Soul in the creation, called the Parmatma (44). 
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magara aa ea aR un | 


TAT AAS TA CHS ATETA | Y || 


niravadhisukhamindirakataksaksapitasurendracaturmukhadiduhkham / 
naravaramanisam nato'smi ramam varadamaham varacapabanahastam 


/[ 45 // 


45. I bow most reverentially day and night before Sri Ram who is an embodiment (or 
treasury, an abode) of and remains submerged in measureless bliss, happiness and 
joys, who is the object of affectionate side ways (oblique, askance) glances of Laxmi, 
who is the remover of the miseries, grief, troubles and tribulations of the Lord of 
Gods (Indra) as well as of the four-headed Lord (Brahma) and other Gods, who is the 
best among humans and bestows boons, and who holds a bow and arrows in his hands 
(45). 


Ayame Aaa ng ARTEA, | 
MOA gÈ wahre pee TÈ IKS I 


tribhuvanakamanīyarūpamīdyam ravisatabhāsuramīhitapradānam / 
Saranadamanisam surāgamūle krtanilayam raghunandanam prapadye 


// 46 [] 


46. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Raghunandan (Sri 
Ram) who is the most beautiful, astoundingly attractive, enchantingly captivating and 
stupendously charming in the whole of the three worlds (subterranean, terrestrial and 
celestial), who is worthy of being praised, revered and honoured by all, who is as 
splendorous, radiant and glorious as hundreds of Suns taken together, who bestows 
(gives, grants) all the desired or deserved fruits or rewards (to his devotees), who 
constantly, day and night, gives shelter and refuge in his holy feet to those who seek 
it, and who resides in their affectionate and loveable hearts (46). 


qatar aguédqésd CUm 
Gaara carat Be WW we 


bhavavipinadavagninamadheyam bhavamukhadaivatadaivatam dayalum / 
danujapatisahasrakotinasam ravitanayasadr$am harim prapadye // 47 // 


47. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Hari (Sri Ram) 
whose potent holy name resembles a powerful wild fire for the purpose of destroying 
this world which is like a dense and impenetrable forest, who is the supreme God who 
is revered, honoured and worshipped even by Lord Shiva and other Gods, who is the 
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crusher and vanquisher of crores (millions) of demons and their kings, who is dark 
complexioned like the waters of the holy river Yamuna, and who is most gracious, 
kind, benevolent, merciful and compassionate (47). 


aaraa Ag vagā: ues grami 
TITAS MOS Tat STIKLI 


aviratabhavabhāvanātidūram bhavavimukhairmunibhih sadaiva dr$yam/ 
bhavajaladhisutarananghripotam Saranamaham raghunandanam prapadye 


// 48 // 


48. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Raghunandan (Sri 
Ram) who is perpetually far away from the reach of and sight of (i.e. inaccessible to) 
those who are regularly, as a matter of habit, natural inclination and temperament, 
passionately involved with, are infatuated with, are emotionally attached with, are 
insatiably attracted to, have an unsatisfied yearning for, are madly running behind and 
seeking wistfully this material world of artificiality and its illusive comforts. On the 
other hand, he is always easily visible (accessible, attainable) to those exalted sages, 
seers, hermits, ascetics and other exalted, realised and holy ones who are detached, 
uninterested, indifferent and dispassionate towards this world (i.e. who have 
renounced their link with this artificial and elusive ensnaring world. The holy and 
divine feet of the Lord are like a ship (or boat) to take one across the ocean of this 
mundane, deluding, artificial and ensnaring world (48). 


ANRA RaRa | 
gapa Ga WATT TÀ IS | 


giriSagirisutamanonivasam girivaradharinamihitabhiramam / 
suravaradanujendrasevitanghrim suravaradam raghunayakam prapadye 


/[ 49 [] 


49. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Sri Raghunayak 
(literally, the exalted leader of Raghu's clan; Sri Ram) who resides in the temple-like 
heart of Lord Shiva and Parvati and is their well-wisher. His character, nature, 
conduct, behaviour, general demeanours, habits and temperaments, both the worldly 
as well as the heavenly, are extremely enchanting and pleasant (besides being stellar 
examples of divinity, holiness, piety, righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, 
propriety, ethics and morality of the highest order) His holy feet are served 
(worshipped, adored, honoured) both by the most exalted Gods as well as the king of 
demons. He is that supreme authority that grants boons even to the Gods (49). 


Wer TPT AMAT | 
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paradhanaparadaravarjitanam paragunabhütisu tustamanasanam / 
parahitaniratatmanam susevyam raghuvaramambujalocanam prapadye 


/[ 50 // 


50. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of the lotus-eyed 
Raghubar (Sri Ram) who is being constantly served by those great noble souls who 
keep far away from (abhor, detest, never think of, or eye) the wealth, property and 
women of others. On the contrary, they feel very glad, happy and contented at the 
virtues, excellence, goodness, glory, prosperity, well-being and success of others, and 
are always eager for their welfare and well-being (50). 


erates ge YA | 
KITT EAT VTS HELIS 1 


smitaruciravikasitananabjamatisulabham surarajanilanilam / 
sitajalaruhacārunetrasobham raghupatimisagurorgurum prapadye 


/[ 51 // 


51. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Sri Raghupati (Sri 
Ram) who is the great Guru (moral preceptor) of Lord Shiva! His charming and 
attractive face is like a fully blossomed lotus flower and is adorned with a bewitching 
smile that is most attractive, endearing, genteel and charming for the heart, who is 
most easily accessible to his devotees, the radiant glow of whose body (i.e. his 
complexion) is beautifully tinged with a bluish hue like that of the ‘Indra Neel Mani’ 
(sapphire worn by Indra), and whose enchanting eyes are as adorable, fascinating, 
magnificent and charming as a white lotus (51). 


Reene erae fur TATA: | 
Yaka Hedu game mms 1142 UI 


harikamalajaSambhurUpabhedattvamiha vibhasi gunatrayanuvrttah / 
raviriva jalapūritodapātresvamarapatistutipātramīšamīde // 52 // 


52. It is you who appear in the three forms of Hari (Vishnu, the sustainer), the one 
who was born atop a divine lotus (Brahma, the creator), and Shambhu (Shiva, the 
concluder of creation) due to the predominance of any one of the three *Gunas' over 
the others, even as the same sun appears to be different and numerous when it is 
reflected in a number of pans filled with water. I sing a hymn in your honour who are 
worthy of being praised, revered and honoured even by Indra (the king of Gods), and 
are a personification of the supreme transcendental Lord (52). 
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[The three *Gunas' are the inherent qualities and characteristics in a creature that 
determine its nature, inclinations, temperaments, behaviours and conducts. They have 
been classified as—‘Satva’ which is the Ist quality which is positive and 
characterized by noble virtues and inclinations; 'Raj' is the 2nd quality producing 
worldly desires and passions; while ‘Tama’ is the 3rd and lowest quality producing 
evils, vices, sins, perversions etc.] 


PaaS MATTIAS | 
afattreca wer fam game cmi uua 


ratipatisatakotisundarāngam satapathagocarabhāvanāvidūram / 
yatipatihrdaye sada vibhātam raghupatimartiharam prabhum prapadye 


/[ 53 [] 


53. Your divine body is more stunningly and magnificently charming, attractive, 
handsome, magnificent, radiant and endowed with a divine glow than that of crores 
(millions) of Kamdeo-cupids (literally the husband of Rati) taken collectively. You 
are very far away from or inaccessible to those who are confused and perplexed by, or 
remain entangled in, the web representing pursuit of hundreds of paths or means 
leading to attainment of emancipation and salvation, instead of concentrating on the 
righteous and correct path leading to the awareness of your truthful and real form (as 
described in the Shathpath Brahman of the Shukla Yajur Veda and expounded and 
elucidated in the Brihad Aranykya Upanishad of that Veda). [That is, you are 
attainable by realising your true form by following the righteous path of self 
realisation and devotion as affirmed in the Upanishads.] You are always present and 
experienced by exalted ascetics in their hearts. I bow most reverentially at the holy 
and venerated feet of great Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram) who is such a benevolent and 
unparalleled eliminator of miseries, grief, distress, agonies, troubles and tribulations 
of all kinds (53).’ 


Kk 2K kK 2K 2K K K 


(4.9) Lord Ram’s Stotra by Gandharva 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Aranya Kand (Chapter 3), Canto (Sarga) 9, 
from verse nos. 30-54. 

After giving deliverance to Jatau, Lord Ram moved ahead in the forest on his 
ownward journey to Kishkindha where he would meet the monkey king and his 
companions who would eventually help the Lord to conquer Lanka and eliminate the 
cruel demons. On the way he met a domon named Kabandha. This demon resembled 
a modern-day octopus—he had only an abdomen with a hole for a mouth, and 
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protruberances for the limbs. Lord Ram freed Kabandha from this suffering by killing 
his gross body. Kabandha reverted to his original form of a Gandarva, a type of semi- 
god regarded as musicians of the heaven. Upon finding deliverance from this curse, 
the Gandarva offered his reverential obeisance to the Lord with the following hymn— 


Tad sara 
sigga ASA Ta TS | SATE ATT H8 o II 


gandharva uvaca 


stotumutsahate me’dya mano ramatisambhramat / 
tvamanantamanadyantam manovacamagocaram // 30 // 


30. The Kabandh-turned-Gandharva said (prayed) reverentially to Sri Ram, ‘Oh Sri 
Ram! Today my mind is very eager to say your prayers in the form of a Stotra (a 
devotional hymn). You are eternal, without a beginning or end, and are not the subject 
matter within the reach of the mind or speech (i.e. the mind and intellect cannot 
fathom you, they cannot comprehend and understand you; similarly the speech cannot 
define you, it is unable to articulate about you in any way) (30). 


qe d wore AS ayaa Ges SST | 
aed var fasmttargeatak AA: T1132 1 


sūksmam te rūpamavyaktam dehadvayavilaksanam / 
drgrUpamitaratsarvam drsyam jadamanatmakam / 
tatkatham tvam vijaniyadvyatiriktam manah prabho // 31 // 


31. Oh Lord! Your real/true self (form), encompassing both the subtle and the minute 
as well as gross and the vast forms of the creation (in the form of Hiranyagarbh and 
the Viraat respectively), is very strange, mysterious, fascinating, spectacular and 
wondrous so much so that even the ones who can peer into the minutest of things by 
their mystical powers of deep insight and penetrating intellect (such as the wise and 
enlightened Yogis or ascetics) are unable to understand and comprehend that form 
which has no attributes, no name and no form. That glorious form is an embodiment 
of supreme Gyan (or enlightenment, wisdom, knowledge of the truth, realisation of 
the hidden truth). Whatever is there except (or besides) you is par se dead, lifeless, 
inane, meaningless and gross, it is an imaginary sight like a mirage which appears true 
but is not in reality, and it is *non-Atma' (that is, not the reality, is not truthful, is not 
conscious, is not eternal, is not blissful, in short does not posses any of the characters 
of the Atma). Hence, since the Mana (the mind-intellect-heart complex which governs 
the thoughts and emotions of a creature) is separate from you as it constitutes the 
subtle body of a creature—how can it even endeavour to know or comprehend you? 


(31). 
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buddhyatmabhasayoraikyam jiva ityabhidhiyate / 
buddhyadi saksi brahmaiva tasminnirvisaye'khilam // 32 // 


32. Jiva (the living being; the creature) is the combined form or the resultant product 
of the intellect interacting with the pure consciousness present in the body of a 
creature. In other words, the body becomes alive when the subtle body consisting of 
both the mind-intellect apparatus works in conjunction with the causal body in which 
the illuminated entity called the pure conscious Atma lives; the existence of a living 
entity depends on these two (mind-intellect and consciousness) working together. The 
orchestra played by them creates an entity called a ‘Jiva’. 

Brahm (the supreme, transcendental, conscious Soul) is the only witness to 
Buddhi (the mind-intellect complex; the faculty of reasoning and thought) etc. It is not 
the subject matter to be comprehended, understood or grasped and discussed, debated 
or articulated by either the mind or the speech respectively (32). 


[The mind and intellect are akin to the north and south poles of a magnet, because 
both work in unison and together they ascribe the magnet its characteristic virtues and 
qualities. But the value of the magnet is its power to attract which cannot be seen and 
touched; it can be experienced and witnessed by observing the magnet at work. This 
inherent power of the magnet is like the Atma, for without this power of attracting 
iron, the magnet would be useless. Similarly, while the mind and intellect rely on 
proof, experimentation and logic, the Lord can be experienced in the heart of the 
creature, but he cannot be proved as such by physical touch and sight. The inherent 
quality of the magnet to attract is on display openly, but if one tries to break that piece 
of magnet open and see where the hidden power is, he is a fool of the highest order. 
Likewise, a Jiva or a living entity also shows all the signs of life and powers to act 
intelligently, but the authority to do so comes from the Brahm, the supreme Regulator 
and Authority of creation, present in its bosom as its pure consciousness Atma. In this 
example, the magnet is the gross body of the creature, the north and the south poles 
are the mind and intellect, while the powers to attract iron inherent in the magnet is 
the Atma.] 


emierdssmramfsfasnsRern | fea Get ez TS favs URUU3 | 


aropyate5fianavasannirvikare'khilatmani / 
hiranyagarbhaste süksmam deham sthülam virat smrtam 


/[ 33 [] 


33. Due to ignorance and lack of correct and truthful knowledge, this whole animate 
as well as inanimate world is imposed on him who is faultless, eternal and changeless 
as well as without any form, name and attributes. He is the supreme Soul of the 
creation that is all pervading and all encompassing. Your subtle, minute, macrocosmic 
form is called Hiranyagarbh, while your gross macrocosmic form is called Viraat 
(33). 
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[When the creation began to take shape, the cosmic egg that was formed was called 
Hiranyagarbh. When the cosmic body developed and emerged from it upon its 
maturity, it was called Viraat, literally meaning huge, colossus, vast and all 
enveloping. From this Viraat emerged the rest of the creation just like branches of a 
tree branch out from a single stem called its trunk. The creation resembled its parent 
to the dot, even as the branches of a tree replicate the main tree complete with its side 
branches and tender leaves. The Hiranyagarbh and Viraat were the macro level of the 
body of Brahm, while the visible creation was its micro counterpart. The Brahm itself 
was like the Atma or soul of the creature. Without the soul no one survives, and so no 
creation has any existence without Brahm. The process of evolution of the creation 
from Brahm has been extensively described in various Upanishads. ] 


Wrap GT Gat d IGAGOKI pd et wave dd gad DW 


bhavanavisayo rama süksmam te dhyatrmangalam / 
bhütam bhavyam bhavisyacca yatredam dr$yate jagat // 34 // 


34. Your subtle, ethereal, sublime, esoteric and minute form—which is inherent in 
one's heart as ‘consciousness’ can only be experienced by deeply concentrating upon 
it as during meditation and contemplation. This form subtly and imperceptibly resides 
in the heart of a creature as its Atma. Awareness of this ethereal form empowers the 
person with mystical powers so that he can reflect about the past, present and future of 
the existence. This realisation can nevertheless provide auspiciousness and welfare to 
those who meditate and contemplate upon you. [In other words, those who try to 
visualise or concentrate upon you in their hearts get all the benefits arising out of 
‘actual’ realisation. Such persons become aware of the past, the present and the future 
of this existence. ] (34) 


Leus ee d ected) Temas TTT: 1134 11 
Caja uds APASAT: GAT: | VIO d Wege Wer WERRON 1184 || 


sthüle'ndako$e dehe te mahadadibhiravrte / 
saptabhiruttaragunairvairajo dharanasrayah // 35 // 
tvameva sarvakaivalyam lokaste'vayavah smrtah / 
patalam te padamülam parsnistava mahatalam // 36 // 


35-36. [Kabandh now describes both the macrocosmic as well as the microcosmic 
form of the supreme Lord from whom the whole creation has evolved.] Your cosmic 
gross body called the Viraat evolved from the cosmic egg (called Hiranyagarbha, 
which represented the cosmic subtle body), which had seven basic elements 
surrounding its core (Brahm, represented by the cosmic causal body in which was 
ensconced the conscious Soul) in the form of seven subtle layers. These seven were 
the fundamentals elements created at the beginning of creation and which formed the 
basic ingredients that, in various permutations and combinations, formed the entire 
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cosmos as it is known today. Therefore, the whole world is conceptualized and 
visualised in your Viraat form; it is believed firmly with conviction that the Viraat is 
inherently and integrally present in your body, because it is from you that he 
ultimately evolved (35). 

You are the only one the attainment of whom is called ‘Moksha’ (i.e. 
liberation and deliverance of the soul from the cycle of transmigration, which leads to 
its final emancipation and salvation. All the various Lokas (worlds) are but your 
fractional parts; they are only one or the other part of your vast colossus form 
represented by Viraat. The ‘Patal’ (the nether world) is the sole of your feet; the 
"Mahaatal” (the 5th region under the surface of the eath) is your heel (36). 


[(i) According to Sankhya Shastra and the Purans, Brahma, who is known as 
'Swayambhu' (self created in the sense that he had no father or ancestor), created 
seven elements called ‘Vyahriti’, viz. Bhuh, Buhvaha, Swaha, Mahaha, Janaha, 
Tapaha and Satyam respectively which constitute the fundamental elements which 
formed the gross body of the creation as its core building blocks at the macro level. 
Encircling this core is the rounded globe called ‘earth’ which is surrounded by 
concentric circles constituting of ‘water’, ‘energy’ called ‘Teja’, ‘wind or air’, ‘sky or 
space’, the notions that are described as ‘pride, ego, arrogance, haughtiness and 
vanity’ collectively called ‘Ahankar’, and the notions of ‘importance, majesty, 
grandeour, magnificence and lordliness’ called collectively as *Mahattatva'. Each of 
them was ten times larger than its preceding layer or circle. 

The word ‘Dharnaa-sraya’ simply means to have certain beliefs that form the 
base for all thoughts and emotions. It is to concentrate on anything or believing and 
having faith in any concept by making the mind stable and grouted in a set of 
convictions, without getting confused or embroiled in debates, diversionary and 
confusing discussions as well as myriad schools of thought and paths. So, put in a 
simple language, verse no. 35 means this—the world consists of five elements—earth, 
water, energy (fire), wind (air), sky (space) combined in different permutations and 
combinations. A wise person is one who does not get distracted or confused by the 
various myriad shapes this combination produces or presents before the eye of the 
beholder, but instead he tries to see the basic elements as being one and the same in 
this vast diverse universe. And since all the creatures are products of these 
fundamentals consisting of these five elements, which in turn were produced by a 
single entity called Brahm, the other name of whom is the Atma or soul, there is no 
difference between the creature and the cosmos. The egg from which the individual 
creature is born is an exact replica of the cosmic egg from which the whole cosmos 
evolved. The Brahm of the cosmos is the Atma of the individual creature; conversely, 
the microcosmic soul of the creature is the same as the macrocosmic soul of the 
universe. The consciousness which is the ‘essential principal’ supporting an 
individual in the microcosmic form (Viswa + Taijasa + Pragna) is the same as the one 
which pervades the universe in macrocosmic form (Viraat + Hiranyagarbha + Eswara) 
respectively. ] 


TMC d Tea g qenefrdhdinrü gare TA Se d fao gue! 


rasatalam te gulphau tu talatalamitiryate / 
jānunī sutalam rāma Uru te vitalam tatha // 37 // 
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37. Oh Sri Ram! The ‘Rasaatal’ (the 6th lower world; hell, the Hades; the underworld) 
is your ankle joint, the ‘Talaatal’ (the 5th layer which is filled with molten plasma) is 
your knee joint, the ‘Sutal’ (the 4th layer forming the rocks etc) is your thigh, and the 
*Veetal' (the 3rd strata of the earth's crust) represents your two large buttocks (37). 


ade q Mel m ae TAT mus) sew dq Saree NI d Us seme |! 


atalam ca mahi rama jaghanam nabhigam nabhah / 
urahsthalam te jyotimsi griva te maha ucyate // 38 // 


38. ‘Atal’ and ‘Mahi’ (the 2nd and Ist upper crusts of the earth respectively) are your 
two pelvic girdles (or the waist area), the ‘Bhurlok’ (the empty space, sky above the 
surface of the earth stretching upto the upper layers of the earth's atmosphere) is your 
navel, the brilliant ‘Swarlok’ (the divine heaven or abode of Gods represented by the 
vast space of the solar system lighted by the splendorous sum) is your chest region, 
while the ‘Maharlok’ (the great Loka where the great and exalted saints, sages, 
ascetics and other exalted ones reside in the upper heavens) is your neck (38). 


qe MORA TET UGG ATO TAS MAE Fel Ws 


vadanam janalokaste tapaste Sankhadesagam / 
satyaloko raghusrestha Sirsanyaste sada prabho // 39 // 


39. Oh Lord who is the most exalted in king Raghu’s clan (i.e. Sri Ram)! The ‘Janlok’ 
(the world inhabited by, or consisting of, ordinary living beings) is your face, the 
"Tapalok” (the world where people who do severe Tapa or austerities and penances 
reside) is your forehead, while the ‘Satyalok’ (the salvation providing truthful abode 
of Lord Vishnu, the supreme Lord, and from where there is no return) is your head 
(crown) (39). 


FAI ereurer seam: fex spi staat mrs WW aaa ASETET: Ko II 


indradayo lokapala bahavaste dišah $ruti / 
a$vinau nasike rama vaktram te'gnirudahrtah // 40 // 


40. Oh Sri Ram! Indra and other Lokpals (custodians of the world) are your arms, the 
different ‘directions’ are your ears, and the two Ashwini Kumars are the two nostrils, 
while the ‘fire’ has been called your mouth (40). 


aged AA TA Wass Sled: | YAS USD Heed sheet STETERIT | 1 
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caksuste savita rama manascandra udahrtah / 
bhrübhanga eva kalaste buddhiste vakpatirbhavet // 41 // 


41. The ‘Sun’ is your eye, the Moon is likened to your mind and heart, the Kaal 
(representing end of anything) is your eyebrow, and Vrihaspati (the Guru of Gods; the 
planet Jupiter) is your intellect and discriminatory powers (41). 


Aeg AVS AHS ds. ced GeV Wo fasmou indi 


rudro'hankararüpaste vācaschandārnsi te'vyaya / 
yamaste damstradesastho naksatrani dvijalayah // 42 // 


42. The Rudra (one of the eleven forms of Lord Shiva that is responsible for the 
conclusion of this creation; a symbol of anger, wrath, vengeance, tempest, retribution) 
is a personified form that Ahankar (a reflection of the notions of ego, pride, 
haughtiness, arrogance and vanity which incites anger, wrath, vengeance, ill-will and 
malice) takes', the Vedas are your voice, your talks and your speech, Yam (patron 
God of death and the final judgment) is your jaw (because it spares none), while the 
Nakshatras (stars, planets, constellations) are the two rows of your teeth (42). 

[ When one has ego, arrogance, haughtiness and pride in him, and for some 
reason his wishes and desires are not fulfilled, the person becomes angry and 
wrathful. He will wreak vengeance on anyone who comes in the way of his 
ambitions.] 


emp reed rar ufum) n: genus Vega adits: 13 1 


haso mohakarī maya srstiste’pangamoksanam / 
dharmah puraste’dharmasca prsthabhaga udiritah // 43 // 


43. Maya (your magnificently stupendous powers of creating delusions), which 
enchants and captivates all in its magical spell, is your sweet, bewitching, charming 
and enchanting smile that stuns and hypnotizes everyone; the creation, both the 
animate as well as the inanimate, is your side ways, oblique, askance glance; Dharma 
(righteousness, probity, propriety, noble conduct) is your fore (front) part, while 
Adharama (the reverse of Dharma) is your hind (back, rear) part (43). 


ff ufféar a TTT! yer: wur d afeateat aa WAT Iw I 


nimisonmesane ratrirdiva caiva raghüttama / 
samudrah sapta te kuksirnadyo nadyastava prabho // 44 // 
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44. Oh the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram)! Night and day are like the blinks of your 
eyes. Oh Lord! The seven seas are your stomach or abdomen, while the rivers are 
your veins and nerves (44). 


Taf gAn tat gferxge wat ATEN ATRI Usb BIS Wu KU 1 


romani vrksausadhayo reto vrstistava prabho / 
mahima jhānašaktiste evam sthülam vapustava // 45 // 


45. Oh Lord! The trees and medicinal herbs (i.e. the plant kingdom) are your body- 
hairs, the rain is your sperm, and the stupendous strength of wisdom and knowledge is 
your magnificent glory, marvellous fame and astounding majesty. This is your gross 
(vast, bulky, massive, macrocosmic, all inclusive and colossus) body (45). 


Jefu POST d AA: Tend qq SaaS Wm: wuedierefe fun! 


yadasmin sthülarüpe te manah sandharyate naraih / 
anayasena muktih syadato'nyannahi kificana // 46 // 


46. If a person concentrates his mind and attention in your vast form incorporating 
this vast expanse of the universe, he gets delivered (i.e. finds freedom and liberation 
from the shackles that tie him to the illusions and limitations of this mundane, 
artificial, deluding and ensnaring world) without any effort. There is no substance or 
any thing in existence which is distinct or separate or independent or extraneous from 
this (vast, all-encompassing, massive, grand, majestic and macrocosmic) form of 
yours (46). 


aise TH ed d odam—umad | WEST VR: MASH Sq wei 


ato'ham rama rüpam te sthülamevanubhavaye / 
yasmindhyate premarasah saromapulako bhavet // 47 // 


47. Hence, oh Sri Ram, I always remember and concentrate my attention upon that 


vast, all-inclusive and macrocosmic form of yours, the mere remembrance of which 
thrills the body, and the nectar of devotional affection surges in the heart (47). 


dés gf: FTA WD d Wess: deed Aae fafa iwc I 


tadaiva muktih syadrama yada te sthülabhavakah / 
tadapyastam tavevahametadrüpam vicintaye // 48 // 
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48. When any Jiva (living creature) remembers or concentrates upon this Viraat form 
of yours, he gets instant liberation and deliverance, emancipation and salvation. [Here 
meaning that this realisation provides enlightenment and wisdom to the person about 
your divine, ethereal, all-encompassing form as described by the Vedas and the 
Upanishads, and this realisation fills him with great devotion for you, which in turn 
paves for his liberation from the fetters that limit him to this transient, deluding, 
illusionary and mundane world and provides emancipation and ultimate salvation for 
his soul. Such a person is called a ‘Gyani’ or the realised and enlightened one'.] 

Inspite of this fact, I do not have the need of it (and I do not wish to become a 
Gyani as such). Instead, I would prefer to concentrate on your divine form in the way 
I behold it now in your present form as Ram who is standing personally in front of me 
(i.e. your Saguna form) (48). 


TIMER Ta Serao AT | srdteragd dat ferre HOTU |148 Il 
Sa Vel FRING ITT West VST: Tacs Bet: Url || 
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dhanurbanadharam $yamam jatavalkalabhüsitam / 
apicyavayasam sitam vicinvantam salaksmanam // 49 // 
idameva sada me syanmanase raghunandana / 

sarvajfiah Sankarah saksatparvatya sahitah sada // 50 // 
tvadrupamevam satatam dhyayannaste raghüttama / 
mumürsünam tada kāsyām tarakam brahmavacakam // 51 // 


49-5]. It is my earnest prayer that this visible divine form of yours holding a bow and 
arrow, dark complexioned, adorned with matted lock of hairs and clothes made of 
birch, of a youthful body as an young adult, and going out with Laxman in search of 
Sita (49), oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram), should always reside (remain enshrined) in my 
heart. 

Oh the most exalted one in the clan of king Raghu (Sri Ram)! The wise and 
omniscient Lord Shiva along with Parvati (50) always concentrates and meditates 
upon, remembers and thinks about, and remains engrossed in this divine, radiant, 
marvellous and majestic form of yours. He perennially and constantly preaches the 
unique emancipation and salvation providing divine Mantra called *Tarak'—which 
consists of your divine name ‘Ram’ and which is synonymous with and equivalent to 
Brahm (the supreme Soul of the creation; the pure consciousness of the creation that 
is the ultimate Truth and the absolute Reality in creation; the supreme transcendental 
Lord God)—to those dying at Kashi (Varanasi) to provide them with easy means of 
salvation (51). 


TRAITS] EEA: Ste THT TTT GTA: 114.2 1 


rāmarāmetyupadišansadā santustamanasah / 
atastvam janakinatha paramatma suniscitah // 52 // 
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52. While doing so, he always remains contented in his heart, as well as submerged 
and intoxicated mentally in supreme and undiluted bliss, happiness, peace and 
tranquility obtained by constantly remembering you and having devotion for you. 

Hence, oh the Lord of Janki, you are verily the Parmatma (supreme Soul, the 
supreme transcendental Lord) himself (52). 


Ua d Waa Were 1 RT WD THE UTS WERT TAT 43 II 


sarve te mayaya mūdhāstvām na jananti tattvatah / 
namaste ramabhadraya vedhase paramatmane // 53 // 


53. Your actual, real, essential and truthful nature and form is not easily known, 
understood, comprehended, grasped or realised by all because they are enchanted, 
captivated, entangled, deluded and held under the magical spell by your delusion 
creating powers called Maya. 

Oh the honourable Parmatma (supreme, cosmic, universal Soul) Sri Ram who 
is the creator of the world (universe, cosmos, the entire creation)! I bow most 
reverentially before you (53). 


sarma que mm: AAAA rfe ae STATA at ATT ATEN Tas II 


ayodhyadhipate tubhyam namah saumitrisevita / 
trahi trahi jagannatha mam maya navrnotu te // 54 // 


54. Oh the Lord of Ayodhya who is served by the son of Sumitra (i.e. Laxman)! I 
most reverentially bow before you. Oh Jagannath (i.e. the Lord of the universe)! Save 
me, save me! Let your Maya not cast its deluding spell or shadow on me (i.e. let me 
be free from its evil effects so that I can observe and realise the absolute truth about 
you) (54).’ 


kkkkkkkkkkkk 


(4.10) Lord Ram's Stotra by Sugriv 


This hymn appears in the holy book *Adhyatma Ramayan” written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Aranya Kand (Chapter 4), Canto (Sarga) 1, 
from verse nos. 76-93. 

Sugriv was the younger brother of Baali, the king of the monkey race and the 
ruler of Kishkindha. He was exiled by Baali due to some misunderstanding between 
the two brothers. Since his banishment, Sugriv lived on the Rishyamook mountain 
accompanied by his trusted companions such as Hanuman, Jamvant etc. 
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After providing liberation and deliverance to Kabandha, Lord Ram reached 
Rishyamook where he met Hanuman, and on his request the Lord befriended Sugriv. 
It was on this occasion that Sugriv prayed to the Lord with this hymn. 


Ga cd Ta AT: THT d STS Aaa: Tea FAT Asis || 


deva tvam jagatam nathah paramātmā na samSayah / 
matpürvakrtapunyaughaih sangato'dya maya saha // 76 // 


76. ‘Oh Lord! There is no doubt that you are the Parmatma (supreme Lord) himself 
who is the Lord of the whole world. It is because of the ripening (maturing, fruition) 
of all my good, righteous and noble deeds done in the past that I have been able to 
come in contact with you (76). 


cdi rere erum: Panag! cat wer aterafes MAASE Ht TAT II 


tvam bhajanti mahatmanah samsaravinivrttaye / 
tvam prapya moksasacivam prarthaye'ham katham bhavam 


[177 [] 


77. Great souls worship and adore you for getting liberation from the shackles of this 
(mundane, deluding, artificial, transient, treacherous, entangling and entrapping web 
represented by the) world, then say how can I ever wish for worldly materials and 
comforts once I have personally met you who bestows emancipation and salvation? 
[That is, since you remove a person away from worldly attachments and allurements, 
how can I ask you for such things; it would be highly absurd, foolish and incongruous 
for me!] (77). 


a: al HR Wed d ATS HAA ASE Sedur arrest 3 4|! 
darah putra dhanam rajyam sarvam tvanmayaya krtam / 
ato'ham devadevesa nakankse'nyatprasida me // 78 // 
78. Oh the Lord of all the Gods! All this—wife, son, wealth, kingdom etc.—are the 
creation of your Maya (deluding powers that hold everyone in its spell of magical 


charm). Hence, I do not have any desire for anything in this world besides you; have 
grace, benediction and benevolence upon me (78). 


ameg Wess AINA Fed AAA fuum AIT Ne |i 


anandanubhavam tvadya prapto’ham bhagyagauravat / 
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mrdartham yatamanena nidhanamiva satpate // 79 // 


79. Oh the truthful Lord (Sri Ram)! You are an image of bliss, happiness, 
contentedness, peace and tranquility. Even as a fortunate one finds a treasure trove 
while digging the ground, I am similarly very fortunate to have your divine view 
(Darshan) today (79). 


sara Tet fone sg a pA RARA Co || 


anadyavidyasamsiddham bandhanam chinnamadya nah / 
yajfiadanatapahkarmapürtestadibhirapyasau // 80 // 


80. My ties (fetters, shackles, entrapments) originating from ignorance and delusions 
from times immemorial have been cut (i.e. eliminated, removed)2 today. This shackle 
that ties a creature to the (mundane, deluding, artificial, transient, entangling and 
treacherous) world is not broken (or eliminated, removed) even by the means of doing 
Yagya (religious sacrifices), doing Daan (giving charities, alms, donations), and doing 
Tapa (austerities and penances, suffering hardships for spiritual pursuits), as well as 
upon fulfilment of desires etc. (80). 


A oad Tele sort Patt: TA) CSWTNIRRNISIGHEN ARTA T FITA: dd 


na jiryate punardardhyam bhajate samsrtih prabho / 
tvatpādadaršanātsadyo nāšameti na samSayah // 81 // 


81. On the contrary, they go on progressively becoming more stubborn, robust and 
strong. But they are destroyed as soon as one has divine Darshan of your holy lotus- 
feet—there is no doubt about it (81). 


ari uferd cafu team! CARAT Wo ALA ARMM 2 11 


ksanardhamapi yaccittam tvayi tisthatyacaficalam / 
tasyajfianamanarthanam mülam nasyati tatksanat // 82 // 


82. He, whose mind, heart and intellect becomes fixed (1.e. steadfast, unwavering and 
concentrated) upon your true form and nature even for half-a-moment, his ignorance, 
which is the root cause of all misfortunes, calamities, tragedies and uncalled for and 
unwarranted consequences are destroyed instantly (82). 


afteag Fat wa cafa aR A uarikali 
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tattisthatu mano rama tvayi nanyatra me sada // 83 // 


83. Hence, oh Sri Ram, bless me that my mind-heart apparatus should always be 
following you, should remain engrossed or involved in your constant thoughts, and it 
should not leave you and wander anywhere else (83). 


TTA soit we TATA MOTT) M Tee db aT Ferd BATT: C411 


ramarameti yadvani madhuram gayati ksanam / 
sa brahmaha surapo va mucyate sarvapatakaih // 84 // 


84. Those whose tongue sings or chants 'Ram, Ram' sweetly even for a moment, they 
are freed from all the sinful consequences of being killers of Brahmins or being 
indulgent drunkards (84). 


A Hee fast uw o4 a aR fs uere cafe spem CU II 


na kankse vijayam rama na ca darasukhadikam / 
bhaktimeva sadakankse tvayi bandhavimocanim // 85 // 


85. Oh Sri Ram! I do not have the desire to win over Vaali anymore or retrieve my 
wife or any other comforts and pleasures now. The only thing which I desire now is 
your Bhakti (devotion, submission, dedication, worship, faith, adoration, conviction 
etc. in you) that cuts through (destroys, eliminates) the ties of this world that act as 
fetters which shackle and pillory me in their vice like grip (85). 


PATS II ATĪJA At MATA £s II 


tvanmayakrtasamsarastvadamso’ham raghüttama / 
svapādabhaktimādišya trahi mam bhavasankatat // 86 // 


86. Oh the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram)! This world is the apparent creation 
(manifestation) of your Maya (deluding powers as well as the cosmic creative 
energy), and me, too, is but only your fraction (i.e. an image of your true self). Hence, 
by giving/bestowing/granting to me devotion and faith in your holy feet, you can save 
me from the horrors and torments of this horrifying (deluding, entrapping and 
tormenting mundane) world (86). 


qd iaaa ATE: STS cCTaemeasHHeg | WATCH 
ad gaa Fonte va fnb ga a Gp RUSO Tea aE ATTA |1C. C II 
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pürvam mitraryudasinastvanmayavrtacetasah / 
asanme'dya bhavatpadadarsanadeva raghava // 87 // 
sarvam brahmaiva me bhati kva mitram kva ca me ripuh / 
yavattvanmayaya baddhastavadgunavisesata // 88 // 


87-88. In the beginning, when my mind-intellect-heart complex was surrounded 
(enveloped, covered, encased, sheathed) by your Maya, I distinguished between those 
who were my friend, my foe and who were neutral. But, oh Raghav, now that I have 
seen the holy feet of the Lord (87), all are experienced or perceived by me as an 
image or an embodiment of the supreme, transcendental Brahm (the Supreme Being). 
Who is my friend and who is my enemy in this world? As long as the creature is tied 
to your Maya (delusions, ignorance), he is affected by the effects of the three qualities 
of Satva etc. (the others being Raja and Tama) (88). 


Wr urea ATG Mdsgafd Aa Aaa o p = AAAI II 


Sa yavadasti nanatvam tavadbhavati nanyatha / 
yavannanatvamajfianattavatkalakrtam bhayam // 89 // 


89. Only till the time the effects and influences of Maya (delusions, ignorance, 
misconceptions, hallucinations etc.) last does the distinction of a friend and a foe 
exist. As soon as it is removed, all differentiations vanish. As long as this distinction, 
originating out of ignorance, exists, only till then there is the fear of death (89). 


sisted U: TST TA Asafa | MMO wd ea mai 


TSAR AAT cd Ta da MAI Roli 


ato'vidyamupaste yah so’ndhe tamasi majjati / 
māyāmūlamidam sarvam putradaradibandhanam / 
tadutsaraya mayam tvam dasim tava raghüttama // 90 // 


90. This is why those persons who ‘worship’ ignorance (i.e. pursue or respect it, or 
believe it to be real, and pursue those things that have their existence due to 
ignorance, desire and yearn for such things) keep lying in great darkness. These 
worldly ties (attachments) of son and wife etc. are all due to ignorance, 
misconceptions and delusions. 

Hence, oh the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram)! Remove this Maya—which is 
your maid servant (i.e. which is subservient to you, is under your command, is your 
subordinate Vassal)—from us (1.e. let us be free from its clutches) (90). 


TATA AHA sm | 
Tera a Aga OAT AT II 


393 


tvatpadapadmarpitacittavrttistvannamasangitakathasu vani / 
tvadbhaktasevaniratau karau me tvadangasangam labhatam madangam 


/[ 91 // 


9]. The inclination (i.e. inherent and natural tendency) of my mind, heart and intellect 
should always be focused (transfixed, concentrated and unwaveringly engrossed and 
involved) in your lotus-like feet. My voice and faculty of speech should always be 
involved in singing your glorious and holy name, and narrating and discussing your 
divine stories and deeds. My hands should always be involved in the service of your 
devotees. My gross body should be in touch with you (i.e. on the excuse of serving 
your feet, I should always remain near your divine form) (91). 


GA TART AY: ga U TU HT: | 
GTA Weg serene Ta AUT Ie 11 


tvanmürtibhaktan svagurum ca caksüh pasyatvajasram sa $rnoti 
karnah / 
tvajjanmakarmani ca padayugmam vrajatvajasram tava mandirani 


/[ 92 [] 


92. My eyes should always behold your divine image, your devotees and my Guru 
(moral teacher). My ears should always hear about the various marvellous worldly 
stories of your different incarnations. My legs should always go for pilgrimage (i.e. to 
your holy cities and temples) (92). 


age dp moa arae | 
Ameda vaggamdeje WE TA AMATA |18 3 11 


angani te padarajovimisratirthani bibhratvahisatruketo / 
Sirastvadiyam bhavapadmajadyairjustam padam rama namatvajasram 


/[ 93 // 


93. My body should bear the holy water containing the dust of your feet [this means 
that the ‘Tilak’ on my forehead should be made by a paste containing dust and water 
used to wash your holy feet]. Oh the one who rides on the Garud i.e. Lord Vishnu (or 
the one whose flag or standard has the mark of Garud, the legendary eagle or heron)! 
Let my body always bow before your feet which are worshipped, served and adored 
even by Lords Shiva, Brahma and other Gods (93).* 


388 KK K K ÞK K 2 2 3K 2K 2K >K K 
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(4.11) Lord Ram's Stotra by Swayam Prabha 


This hymn appears in the holy book *Adhyatma Ramayan' written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Kishkindha Kand (Chapter 4), Canto 
(Sarga) 6, from verse nos. 60-77. 

When the monkey army that had gone out in search of Sita reached the shores 
of the ocean, they entered a deep cave. There they found Swayam-prabhaa doing 
meditation on Lord Ram. She was a hermitress, and was so named because her whole 
body effused a holy glow because of her purity and holiness acquired by meditation 
and contemplation. She welcomed the monkeys and after blessing them that they are 
sure to find Sita, she went to where Lord Ram was at the Rishyamook Mountain. She 
prayed to the Lord with this hymn before finding her salvation and emancipation. 


Hen Talay WH WT TET: Y: BS Wea AAT VASAT IG o || 


krtva pradaksinam ramam pranamya bahusah sudhih / 
aha gadgadaya vaca romaficitatanuruha // 60 // 


60. She (Swayam-prabhaa) circumambulated Sri Ram repeatedly and became thrilled 
in body. She prayed with an emotionally chocked voice (60). 


«mdr daré ashe aiden seatacenftr quid ze TT: 182 l 
Tern erst d wfed Ase TaT: ste fe cat TH Ararat: Wea: Kam lie 2 I 
Tay Tee sera | aaah MATE: 116 3 11 


dasi tavaham rajendra darsanarthamihagata / 
bahuvarsasahastrani taptam me duscaram tapah // 61 // 
guhayam darsanartham te phalitam me'dya tattapah / 
adya hi tvam namasyami mayayah paratah sthitam // 62 // 
sarvabhütesu calaksyam bahirantaravasthitam / 
yogamayajavanikacchanno manusavigrahah // 63 // 


61-63. *Oh King of kings (Lord Sri Ram)! I am your devoted maid servant and have 
come here to have your Darshan. It is because I desired to have this privilege that I 
have stayed in a cave and have done severe austerities and penances for thousands of 
years. That effort has been successful and duly rewarded today. Ah! What a fortunate 
and auspicious day it is for me today that I am bowing personally to the Lord who is 
beyond Maya (delusion creating powers and its illusion-creating effects causing the 
huge trap of ignorance leading to hallucinations, misconceptions and misgivings of 
horrible nature), and who is present invisibly but inherently and as an integral part of 
all the elements (such as air, fire, earth, space, wind) in creation, both inside and 
outside of them (i.e. encompasses them all, and is universally present in all them 
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uniformly). You have willingly sheathed (covered, enveloped, veiled) your pure-self 
with your ‘Yogmaya’ (the great deluding powers of the Lord which was literally 
created by him through the medium of Yoga or meditation which he did prior to the 
creation coming into being, and which empowered him with the stupendous cosmic 
powers of creation, sustenance and annihilation that came to be known as Nature). As 
a result you have manifested yourself in a human form (because you had done Yoga 
to acquire this magical powers that enabled you not only to assume a form that has a 
gross body, though basically you have no form, but also to keep your truthful identity 
hidden form view and understanding; that is why no one has been able to recognize 
you inspite of living so close to you and interacting with you personally) (60-63). 


A CSAS VST Ga SIH HEAT a mammai ie 11 


na laksyase5fianadr$am šailūsa iva rüpadhrk / 
mahabhagavatanam tvam bhaktiyogavidhitsaya // 64 // 


64. Even as a magician who has assumed an invisible form (i.e. has vanished from 
sight by using his magical tricks) is not seen by ordinary people who have been 
hypnotized by him, your eternal, true, attributeless, sublime, subtle and ethereal form 
is not visible (perceived) by them who are ignorant, unwise and not enlightened. You 
have incarnated/manifested yourself to establish the rules and fundamental principles 
for Bhakti (submission, humility, devotion, adoration, worship, dedication, reverence, 
faith, conviction and belief in divinity and God) which is to be pursued (adopted, 
followed) by those who are your ardent, sincere and great devotees (64). 


sadist way Het SI ATA! OG STG a: ws Wed VERTH DEG || 


avatirno'si bhagavan katham janami tamasi / 
loke janatu yah kascittava tattvam raghüttama // 65 // 


65. Hence, how can I, who am of a ‘Tam’ dominated mind-intellect complex, ever 
come to know you? Oh the most exalted of the Raghus (Sri Ram)! Let those who 
consider themselves as erudite, sagacious, knowledgeable, educated and learned ones 
who have deeply studied the scriptures and have learned about the basic truth of 
existence, the Lord and the Atma say that they know about your supreme, essential 
and truthful nature/form (as the supreme entity that has no name, no form, no 
attributes, no honours and no titles, and which is invisible and indiscernible and 
imperceptible); let them have their way (65). 


added xd d Tal Wg ees TA d wegme feist Miers ee | 


mamaitadeva rüpam te sada bhatu hrdalaye / 
rama te padayugalam darsitam moksadarsanam // 66 // 
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66. But as far as I am considered, let your present form (that is visible, attractive and 
enchanting with a bewitching smile, and which has done such great deeds and set 
such great examples for his devotees to follow and emulate, and which is easier to 
worship and adore and serve) reside in the abode of my heart forever. Oh Sri Ram! 
Today I have had the holy, divine and august Darshan (view) of these lotus-like feet 
of yours, the sight of which is able to provide emancipation and salvation to all (66). 


Tet waa Tarte  sempreseeteufuRefi: | 
sare cael aa ASER Re I 


adarsanam bhavarnanam sanmargaparidarsanam / 
dhanaputrakalatradivibhUtiparidarpitah / 
akificanadhanam tvadya nabhidhatum jano’rhati // 67 // 


67. These divine, holy and august feet of yours are capable of helping one to cross 
over this river-like mundane world and can enlighten one on the path of 
righteousness, truthfulness, propriety and probity. Those people who are intoxicated 
with pride and ego, who are arrogant and haughty of their worldly wealth and 
prosperity, their sons and wife, their virtues, expertise, qualities and excellence, their 
dignity, majesty and glory—they cannot pray to you because you are the only asset of 
those who are penniless and have-nots (67). 

[Note— This verse emphasizes that the Lord 1s inaccessible to those who are boastful 

and arrogant of themselves and their achievements. This is reflective of the Christ's 

assertion that the kingdom of God belongs to the humble and meek when he said— 

*Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth; blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God’ (Holy Bible, St. Matthew, 5/5, 8)] 


fip test dic 


nivrttagunamargaya niskificanadhanaya te // 68 // 


68. You are beyond the reach of various virtues and qualities (i.e. you cannot be 
measured and assessed by these yardsticks), and you are the asset (wealth) of the 
have-nots and those who have no worldly resources at their disposal (for they find 
succour and solace in you, they find in you their Godfather for you are very 
munificent, benevolent and magnanimous towards penniless and unfortunate ones) 
(68). 


TG foem quem: STORMS 1188 11 
Wa aed Waa AS ca qeu WY ca d fed fa de gsm eo || 


namah svatmabhiramaya nirgunaya gunatmane / 
kālarūpiņamīšānamādimadhyāntavarjitam // 69 // 
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samam carantam sarvatra manye tvam purusam param / 
deva te cestitam ka$cinna veda nrvidambanam // 70 // 


69-70. I bow reverentially and pay my obeisance to you who remains ever contented 
by meditating on his pure self and dwells permanently in it, and who is essentially 
‘Nirguna’ (formless, nameless and without any attributes) but is imagined as having a 
‘Saguna’ form (which is the opposite of Nirguna—1.e. it is visualized that you have a 
form, have attributes and a name). 

I regard you as the controller of all that exists in this creation in your form as 
‘Kaal’ (time, circumstance, period, end and death). You are without a beginning, 
middle or an end (69), are universally all-pervading and uniformly omnipresent, and 
are the supreme transcendental Purush (i.e. the macrocosmic Male aspect of Nature; 
the Viraat Purush). 

Oh Lord! The tricks that you play as a human are so mysteriously strange, 
stupendously magnificent and fascinating, and marvellously glorious that no one can 
know their secret and fathom them (70). 


4 dsR« FARA sear are wa T GAITAI Tata WT o2 11 


na te’sti kaSciddayito dvesyo vapara eva ca / 
tvanmayapihitatmanastvam pasyanti tathavidham // 71 // 


71. You have no one who is your favourite, opposed to you or indifferent to you (i.e. 
you are equitable towards all and do not distinguish between any one based upon his 
birth, race, religion, caste, creed etc.). Those whose inner-self is sheathed by (i.e. is 
covered, enveloped or veiled by, is under the influence of) the deluding spell of your 
magical charm called Maya are the only ones who look upon you (i.e. think about 
you, see you, perceive you, seek you, worship you and honour you) as per their basic 
inherent inclinations and tendencies as well as their imaginations and understandings 
(71). 


arate — tafadeaafeg AA EMEA S TT 3|! 


ajasyākarturīšasya devatiryannaradisu / 
janmakarmadikam yadyattadatyantavidambanam // 72 // 


72. You are the supreme transcendental Lord who does not have a birth and who does 
not do anything (i.e. who remains neutral and dispassionate, who is a renunciate and 
remains detached from the creation and its various trappings). The various 
manifestations that you make as a Deva (Gods), a Tiryak (those born as birds and 
animals) or as a human being and other forms, and then do the various deeds and take 
the numerous actions in these forms, are nothing else but a mysterious, strange, 
fascinating and marvellous display of your stupendous glories and maverick potentials 
which are beyond comprehension and understanding (72). 


398 


TM sd asad | Saree TS MORGA 113 l 


tvamahuraksaram jatam kathasravanasiddhaye / 
kecitkosalarajasya tapasah phalasiddhaye // 73 // 


73. It 1s said by some that you are the imperishable and eternal Lord who has taken 
birth (i.e. have revealed yourself) in order to spread and establish the importance of 
hearing your ‘Katha’ (i.e. your divine and holy stories). Others say that you have 
taken birth to reward the king of Kaushal (Dashrath) for his severe penances and 
austerities (Tapa) (73). 


HACIA TAA STATE: Wi SAT: | TTA SOTA AT fan: 119% 1 
TEN ASI STATS Har Tata WaT 4 A HAT VASAT eu II 
ya Ta Wess MAMA | GATIS fam ATA eS || 


kausalyaya prarthyamanam jatamahuh pare janah / 
dustaraksasabhübharaharanayarthito vibhuh // 74 // 
brahmana nararüpena jato'yamiti kecana / 

$rnvanti gayanti ca ye kathaste raghunandana // 75 // 
pa$yanti tava padabjam bhavarnavasutaranam / 
tvanmayagunabaddhaham vyatiriktam gunasrayam // 76 // 


74-76. Some say that you have manifested yourself due to the prayers of Kaushalya, 
while according to others, the Vibhu (omnipresent, all-pervading, magnanimous, 
eternal, almighty Lord) has taken birth as a human to remove the burden of the earth 
caused by the evil and wicked demons by destroying them (74) at the behest (prayers) 
of Brahma (the creator). Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! Those who shall sing or narrate 
your divine stories shall surely have a divine vision of your lotus-like holy feet which 
are like a boat to take one across this mundane, entrapping and deluding world. 

Oh Lord! I am under the influence and spell of the deluding powers of your 
Maya (and their accompanying characteristics and qualities)—say, then how can I 
ever be able to know (fathom, measure, understand) you who are totally distinct and 
separate from them and on whom they (i.e. the Maya inspired characteristics) are 
dependent (75-76). 


we ca ca Ste Kg m fave fry) erf TZS oT STATA | 
SAI TE Wea gR ie 11 
katham tvam deva janiyam stotum vavisayam vibhum / 


namasyami raghusrestham bāņāsanašarānvitam / 
laksmanena saha bhrata sugrivadibhiranvitam // 77 // 
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77. Similarly, since you are beyond the powers of speech that it can describe or define 
you, then say oh Lord, how can I praise you or say your prayers. Oh Vibho 
(omnipresent, all-pervading, magnanimous, eternal and almighty Lord)! I can only 
most humbly bow reverentially before you who holds a bow and arrow and is the best 
in king Raghu's clan, along with your brother Laxman and Sugriv etc. (who are your 
beloved followers and ardent devotees) (77).’ 


3K K 2k K K K ÞK K K K K 2k 


(4.12) Lord Ram’s Stotra by Vibhishan 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Lanka Kand (Chapter 6), Canto (Sarga) 3, 
from verse nos. 17-37. 

Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. 
When he had attempted to persuade Ravana to become reasonable and avoid a ruinous 
war just because of a woman, in this case Sita, the honourable wife of Lord Ram 
whom Ravana had abducted earlier, the latter not only sternly rebuked and insulted 
Vibhishan but also kicked him in open court, telling him to get out of the kingdom 
forthwith. Seeing this as a god-sent opportunity to surrender before the Lord and seek 
his blessings as well as protection, Vibhishan came to the place where the Lord had 
pitched his camp at the Rishymook Mountain in the kingdom of Kishkindha. After 
preliminary formalities and acceptance of him by the Lord in his camp, Vibhishan 
prayed to him with the following hymn— 


TA m WB mM: HT qued wUSSqjeUS TAK THATS |i 


vibhisana uvaca 
namaste rama rajendra namah sitamanorama / 
namaste candakodanda namaste bhaktavatsala // 17 // 


17. Vibhishan said, ‘Oh the King of kings, Lord Sri Ram! I bow before you (to pay 
my respects and honour). Oh the one who resides in the heart of Sita! I bow 
reverentially before you. Oh the invincible and formidable archer holding an 
invincible and formidable bow! I bow reverentially before you. Oh the one who is 
compassionate, benevolent, munificent, benignant and endearing towards his 
devotees! I bow reverentially before you (17). 


HIST VIETU THATS | XPHTSTATS pd VOT TAS Wd I 


namo’nantaya šāntāya ramayamitatejase / 
sugrivamitraya ca te raghünam pataye namah // 18 // 
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18. I bow before Sri Ram who has no end, is tranquil, peaceful and serene, is unique 
and matchless in divine splendour, radiance, brilliance, glow of divine energy and 
majestic powers, is a friend of Sugriv, and is the leader of king Raghu's clan (18). 


SISA BROT Fed dod sg HP FAIR? II 


jagadutpattināšānām karanaya mahatmane / 
trailokyagurave'nadigrhasthaya namo namah // 19 // 


19. I repeatedly bow reverentially before you who are a great and exalted soul, are the 
cause (source) of the creation as well as annihilation of the world, are the Guru (a 
wise and enlightened teacher, a moral preceptor, an erudite and learned guide, and the 
one who is the most wise and enlightened) of the Triloki (the three worlds consisting 
of the subterranean, terrestrial and celestial worlds), and are a householder since time 
immemorial! (19). 


[The Lord has been called a householder since ancient times because as Viraat 
Purush, the male aspect of the cosmos and creation, he is associated with Nature, the 
female aspect, ever since the beginning of creation, and he looks after it as any 
householder would look after his family which is the creation in his case. In other 
words, he sustains, nourishes and takes care of this world ever since its creation. In 
this role, the Viraat Purush has been called Lord Vishnu and Nature or Prakriti has 
been called Laxmi. That same Vishnu has manifested himself as Ram while Laxmi 
has come as Sita.] 


sai TH cata feats) cured PRE OIA RINO I 


tvamadirjagatam rama tvameva sthitikaranam / 
tvamante nidhanasthanam svecchacarastvameva hi // 20 // 


20. Oh Sri Ram! You are the cause of creation and existence of this world, and at the 
end of it you are the place where it goes back (i.e. merges into or coalesces into) at the 
time of annihilation (the doomsday). You move around as per your own wish (20). 


ATRI TAT TSA WIT) ATTA Ta MITA SATA: |122 11 
caracaranam bhütanam bahirantasca raghava / 
vyapyavyapakarupena bhavan bhati jaganmayah // 21 // 


21. Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! You pervade both inside and outside the whole creation 
consisting of the five elements (space, air, fire, water, earth). [That is, you encompass 
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as well as are encompassed by all the animate as well as the inanimate world which is 
made up of the above elements.] 

As a result, the whole universe appears to be a manifestation of your own self, 
or it is an image which reflects you (21). 


TTA SAAT TST femur TAT STIR UTTQUSTRSTIGHT |19 2 11 


tvanmayaya hrtajfiana nastatmano vicetasah / 
gatagatam prapadyante papapunyavasatsada // 22 // 


22. Those foolish, lowly, stupid and ignorant persons, whose wisdom, intelligence and 
discrimination powers have been eclipsed by your deluding and illusive force called 
Maya, are constantly and repeatedly arriving and departing, i.e. take birth and die 
repeatedly in this mundane, artificial, deluding and entrapping world depending upon 
their righteous or unrighteous deeds, thoughts and demeanors (22). 


Tas STRA WISI TET] GA AA AA TERTHTTSSUTETRT |12 3 11 


tavatsatyam jagadbhati Suktikarajatam tatha / 
yavanna jfiayate jfianam cetasananyagamina // 23 // 


23. As long as (i.e. till the time) a person does not concentrate his mental faculties and 
realises and understands your true form representing pure enlightenment, wisdom and 
knowledge as well as the pure consciousness, he continues to regard this world as 
being true just like one mistakenly thinks that there is silver that glistens inside an 
oyster shell. [The moon or sun light reflects from the oyster shell's inner layer and it 
appears to simmer with a silvery light, but it is only an optical illusion.] (23). 


GATT Got: WHengereg| vr Aaaa gaa TIY | 


tvadajfianatsada yuktah putradaragrhadisu / 
ramante visayansarvanante duhkhapradanvibho // 24 // 


24. Oh Vibho (omnipresent, almighty, all-pervading, magnanimous, eternal Lord)! It 
is because the people are ignorant of you and your true form that they are engrossed in 
and infatuated and attached with their worldly ties such as their sons, wives and 
homestead etc., and try to find happiness and peace in the objects of this materialistic 
but perishable world which ultimately give them sorrows and anguish in return (24). 


aAA tat aes Tae: | BS Ta VITA TEN dau |i 
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tvamindro'gniryamo rakso varunasca tathanilah / 
kubera$ca tatha rudrastvameva purusottama // 25 // 


25. Oh the most exalted and the best among males (‘Purshottam’, an epithet for 
Vishnu)! You are Indra (the king of Gods), the Fire, Yam (the patron God of death), 
Raksho (literally, the one who protects; also means God, ‘good luck’ personified), 
Varun (the patron God of water), the Wind God, Kuber (the treasurer of Gods) and 
Rudra (one of the eleven forms of Shiva; synonymous with annihilation of the 
creation) (25). 


PAIRINGS Vem Wea: wt ed fra ater Arar sar rada felis 


tvamanorapyaniyamsca sthülat sthūlatarah prabho / 
tvam pita sarvalokanam mata dhata tvameva hi // 26 // 


26. Oh Lord! You are minute than an atom and larger than the greatest of creation. 
You are the father, the mother and the nourisher as well as the bearer of the entire 
creation (26). 


serrated: go segatsera:| c wrfeTurexfedemp: safest: 1120 1 


adimadhyantarahitah paripūrno'cyuto'vyayah / 
tvam panipadarahitascaksuh srotravivarjitah // 27 // 


27. You are without a beginning, middle or an end. You are always uniformly 
complete, eternal and imperishable, and infinite and limitless. You are have no 
physical organs such as hands and legs or eyes and nose (because you are formless 
and without attributes) (27). 


SHIT Ba Ve FT Ad GUTH ART eufgRenxcd Popo ENAA: 11 


Srotā drasta grahita ca javanastvam kharantaka / 
kosebhyo vyatiriktastvam nirguno nirupasrayah // 28 // 


28. But still, oh the slayer of the demon Khar, you are the one who hears all, sees all, 
accepts all and are very swift, rapid moving, diligent and agile. You are free from the 
encumbrances pertaining to the ‘5-Koshas'’. You are Nirguna (formless, invisible, 
without any defining characteristics or attributes called *Gunas' which is so typifies 
this world). And you have no abode as such (i.e. you are not fixed or localised to any 
specific location or habitat, because the whole universe is your abode by the virtue of 
the fact that you are present in all the five elements that constitute the world) (28). 
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[ The gross body of all living beings consist of five layers or sheaths that surround his 
Atma which is his ‘true self? known as the soul. These five sheaths are respectively 
called the Anna Maya Kosh or the food sheath, the Pran Maya Kosh or the vital wind 
sheath, the Mano Maye Kosh or the mental sheath, the Vigyan Maye Kosh or the 
intellect sheath, and the Anand Maye Kosh or the bliss sheath. The Anna Maye Kosh 
is the outer-most sheath and the Anand Maye Kosh is the inner-most.] 


fiféenedr fafdesr PRI fetter: | wesmewvfedisqe: Yer: Fed: TERS II 


nirvikalpo nirvikaro nirakaro niri$varah / 
sadbhavarahito'nadih purusah prakrteh parah // 29 // 


29. You have no parallel, no match and no alternatives. You are without any faults, 
blemishes, shortcomings and taints’. You have no form, no attributes, no names and 
no qualifying qualities defining you. You are inspired by none and are self driven; 
you have no Lord above you who can order you to do anything. You are free from the 
so-called six faults, shortcomings, blemishes or taints associated with this creation 
and its creatures]. You are beyond Nature, called Prakriti. You are the eternal Purush 
who has no has no beginning or end. [Here *Purush' means the male aspect of nature 
or the Viraat Purush that existed even prior to the whole creation coming into being) 
(29). 


[ The six Faults are the problems associated with this gross world that has a physical 
origin, takes a birth and ultimately ends or dies. Naturally they are not applicable to 
the supreme Lord who does not take birth and does not die. These so-called ‘Vikars’ 
are the following—(1) problems associated with birth, (2) problems associated with 
growth, (3) problems associated with consequences of deeds done and actions taken 
by a creature in this world, (4) problems associated with gradual decay and decline of 
the body and its functions, (5) problems associated with old age and its attendant 
horrors, and (6) problems associated with the ultimate destruction and end of 
everything that relates to the creature. One will observe that the life of a creature is a 
continuous graph of sorrows and pains of one or the other kind. It is only when the 
creature realises the truth of existence and who he really is that he begins to 
disassociate himself from the body and the world, and thus is able to break free from 
this seemingly interminable cycle of horrors that are inherent in a transmigratory 
world ridden by delusions.] 


"IUD TEAS Ag E TST) sep cat r doar AIM: 1130 || 


mayaya grhyamanastvam manusya iva bhavyase / 
jhatva tvam nirgunamajam vaisnava moksagaminah // 30 // 


30. You appear to be like an ordinary human being because of the illusion created by 
your Maya (the delusion creating powers of the Lord). The Vaishanavs (those who 
worship Lord Vishnu and treat him as the supreme Lord who manifests in the form of 
various incarnations to rid the world of evil and vices) attain emancipation and 
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salvation by realizing that, in reality, you as are that supreme Lord who is called 
‘Nirguna’, i.e. one who has no Gunas (no attributes and qualifying virtues, either good 
or bad) and 'Ajanma', i.e. one who has no birth (because he is eternal and 
imperishable) (30). 


sé GER: sot wer wap sear MTS Tera Haz 8? 1 


aham tvatpadasadbhaktinih srenim prapya raghava / 
icchami jhanayogakhyam saudhamarodhumisvara // 31 // 


31. Oh Raghav! I wish to climb up the stairs (or steps of the ladder) representing 
sincere, steady, everlasting and pure ‘Bhakti’ (i.e. firm devotion, faith, conviction and 
belief, having reverence and adoration, worshipping and honouring) in your lotus-like 
holy feet, in order to reach the pinnacle of the royal palace called ‘Gyan Yog’ 
(enlightenment and wisdom acquired through truthful knowledge of the supreme 
reality) (31). 


m: Saad TH AH: Heras | Tae THETA aS AT ATAPI 2 1 


namah sitapate rama namah karunikottama / 
ravanare namastubhyam trahi mam bhavasagarat // 32 // 


32. Oh Sita's dear Lord Sri Ram who is the best among those who are merciful, 
munificent, benevolent and compassionate! I bow reverentially before you. Oh the 
slayer or vanquisher of Ravana! I repeatedly bow reverentially before you. You 
should save me from being submerged and getting drowned in the ocean-like 
mundane world (32).’ 


qa: THA: Wasa ARTA Maca: | wi BOTT g d arsed TASTET 3 |! 


tatah prasannah provaca $riramo bhaktavatsalah / 
varam vrnisva bhadram te vafichitam varado'smyaham 


/[ 33 || 


33. Then Sri Ram, who is endearing, munificent and benevolent towards his devotees 
and passionately loves them said to Vibhishan most delightedly, *Oh Vibhishan! You 
be blessed. I wish to grant you a boon. So ask for whatever you desire.’ (33). 


Ta papas paras waa! cemeexmes farthest 4 WD: 


vibhisana uvaca 
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dhanyo'smi krtakrtyo'smi krtakaryo'smi raghava / 
tvatpādadaršanādeva vimukto'smi na samšayah // 34 // 


34. Vibhishan said, ‘Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! I have become extremely blessed, 
privileged and fortunate, have achieved the rewards of all my good actions and 
virtuous deeds, feel fully satisfied and contented, and whatever I had ever desired or 
was destined to get, I have got them all. I have already become emancipated and 
liberated from the shackles of this mundane world by having Darshan (divine and 
august viewing) of your holy feet. [So there is nothing more left for me to desire.] 
There is no doubt about it (34). 


"Rap Faget serm Wedqsr Va: Rs Wedge erm AW cma aui 


nasti matsadrso dhanyo nasti matsadrsah sucih / 
nasti matsadrso loke rāma tvanmortidarsanat // 35 // 


35. Oh Sri Ram! There is no one more privileged, fortunate and blessed than me 
because I have had the Darshan of your beautiful, attractive, charming and 
magnificent image. Now there is no one in this world who can compare himself with 
me! (35). 


ĀTI Ad Uw GG wars a efe A UTI II 


karmabandhavinasaya tvajjfianam bhaktilaksanam / 
tvaddhyanam paramartham ca dehi me raghunandana 


// 36 // 


36. Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! [Now Vibhishan makes his request—] In order to 
destroy the fetters that bind me to my deeds and actions in this world, give me, as a 
blessing or boon, your Bhakti (devotion, worship, dedication, adoration, reverence 
and fellowship) which can lead me to achieve Gyan (enlightenment, wisdom and true 
knowledge about your divine form and essence). At the same time, bless me so that I 
can meditate and concentrate, contemplate and focus my attention on your spiritual 
and non-worldly sublime, ethereal, divine and holy form (36). 


TOs Ta were uu Gg! ereremuo Ter Ra wemg Hie 


na yace rama rajendra sukham visayasambhavam / 
tvatpadakamale sakta bhaktireva sadastu me // 37 // 


37. Oh the King of kings, Sri Ram! I do not desire any happiness or comforts arising 
out of the worldly sense objects pertaining to this mundane, materialistic and artificial 
world which is nevertheless perishable. My only desire is that I must have abiding 
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love, devotion, affection, reverence, dedication, adoration and faith in your lotus-like 
august and divine feet (37).’ 


3K 2K 2 2s K K K K K ok 


(4.13) Lord Ram’s Stotra by the Gods 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Lanka Kand (Chapter 6), Canto (Sarga) 13, 
from verse nos. 4-7. 

After the cruel demons led by their king Ravana were killed by Lord Ram, the 
Gods had assembled in the sky to pay their tributes to the Lord. They paid their 
obeisance and showed respects to the Lord with the following hymn— 


qaf ct adei m aaae: agare cd SAT VISA ST II 


karta tvam sarvalokanam sāksī vijňānavigrahah / 
vasünamastamo'si tvam rudranam $ankaro bhavan // 4 // 


4. ‘Oh Lord! You are the active factor that does everything in the entire world, you 
are the witness to all, you are an embodiment and an image of Vigyan (i.e. of 
realisation and truthful knowledge of reality, of wisdom and enlightenment), you are 
the eighth of the different Vasus, and are Lord Shiva amongst the eleven Rudras (4). 


[(i) These ‘Vasus’ are the various patron Gods who preside over the essentials of life; 
they are eight in number— Vishnu is the sustainer, Shiva who is the annihilator, Kuber 
who is the treasurer of the wealth of the Gods, the Sun, Water, Fire, Wealth 
represented by gems and gold, and *Ray' representing glory and fame. The element 
‘Fire’ is the most potent, prominent and essential force in creation, because without 
fire the world would freeze to death. Hence, the Fire-God is said to be the chief 
amongst the Vasus. The ‘fire’ element is the active force in creation and is primarily 
responsible for kindling the cosmic cauldron that set in motion the process, and once 
having set it in motion it then sustained it and would finally annihilate it by burning it 
to cinders. But here in the context of Sri Ram, the Gods are referring to Lord Vishnu 
who is the sustainer of the creation, is the Lord of Laxmi who is the Goddess of 
wealth, and is the supreme creator because Brahma, the old patriarch of creation who 
created the visible world and its creatures, was himself born atop the divine lotus that 
emerged from the navel of Lord Vishnu. As Viraat Purush who is the passive male 
aspect of creation, Lord Vishnu utilizes the services of Laxmi who is the 
personification of the active forces of creation to create, sustain and annihilate the 
world. Further, since there is no defined list delineating which of the Vasus is the first 
and which is the eighth, it follows that Lord Ram embodies them all in himself, 
though primarily he is Lord Vishnu personified. He is as important as gold, one of the 
Vasus, which is the most precious wealth in the materialistic world. 


407 


(ii) Lord Shiva has eleven forms called Rudras. The 11 Rudras are the various 
manifestations of Lord Shiva—they are Mannu, Manu, Mahinas, Mahaan, Shiva, 
Ritdhwaj, Ugrareta, Bhava, Kaal, Vaamdeo, and Dhritvrat—Rig Veda 1/43/1. The 
word Rudra means one who is angry, terrible and wrathful. Amongst the Rudras, Lord 
Shiva is regarded as the most senior and enlightened. Hence, Sri Ram is treated as 
being equivalent as Shiva.] 


emfesnaifr crear rem cd AAT: SA STUDI F set emer memi] dde 11 


adikartasi lokanam brahma tvam caturananah / 
a$vinau ghranabhütau te caksusī candrabhaskarau // 5 // 


5. You are the original and primary creator of the entire world in the form of Brahma, 
the four headed one. Ashwini Kumars are your nose, and the Sun and the Moon are 
your two eyes (5). 


SARASA fre ws: Teller: | Wer qus Fel FH: Fel HOUSES: | 


lokanamadiranto'so nitya ekah sadoditah / 
sada šuddhah sada buddhah sada mukto'guno'dvayah // 6 // 


6. You are the beginning and end of the entire creation; you are eternal, everlasting, 
immutable and unchanging; you are without a birth or death and an image of eternal 
divine light that remains always lighted and perpetually shining brightly; you are 
invariably pure, uncorrupt and without any shortcomings, taints, defects, blemishes or 
faults; you are eternally wise, erudite, skilled, expert, sagacious, realised and 
enlightened; you are perpetually free and liberated (from all the delusions, 
entrapments and all other snares of this mundane, delusory and entrapping world); 
you are without any definitive and describable attributes, form, names and qualities 
(and hence you are called *Nirguna"); and you are peerless, matchless, unique, one of 
your own kind, and without a second or parallel (6). 


GAJAM cd ate AMATA: ATA Gta WD Ger ate ferereen: ite |i 


tvanmayasamvrtanam tvam bhasi manusavigrahah / 
tvannama smaratam rama sada bhasi cidatmakah // 7 // 


7. Oh Sri Ram! For those who are surrounded, covered or veiled by a sheath 
representing your maverick Maya (i.e. are under the influence of and enveloped by 
your deluding and magical powers that hide the reality and create an imaginary world 
of deceptions and misconceptions), you appear to be an ordinary man with a physical 
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gross body, but those who perpetually remember and invoke your holy and divine 
name, always and without doubt see you as the supreme, eternal, transcendental 
supreme Consciousness (known as Brahm) (7).’ 


DLLLLLLLLI 


(4.14) Lord Ram's Stotra by Brahma (the Creator) 


This hymn appears in the holy book *Adhyatma Ramayan' written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Lanka Kand (Chapter 6), Canto (Sarga) 13, 
from verse nos. 10-18. 

After the Gods, the Creator praised and honoured Lord Ram with the 
following hymn— 


GRIGIE] 
ae dd aoa aeara AA TE | 
maaa Tas a aR ARTET IR o | 


brahmovāca 


vande devam visnumasesasthitihetum 
tvamadhyatmajfianibhirantarhrdi bhāvyam / 
heyaheyadvandvavihinam paramekam 
sattamatram sarvahrdistham drsirUpam // 10 // 


10. Lord Brahma, the creator said, 'Oh Lord! I pray to you who are Lord Vishnu 
personified; you are the cause of the very existence of all the creatures; you are 
enthroned in the heart of self-enlightened or self-realised persons; you are free from 
the confusions, uncertainties, dilemmas and consternations arising from whether to 
leave and abandon anything or accept it; you are beyond everything and are without a 
parallel and match, i.e. you are unique and one like yourself alone; you are the only 
supreme authority and majesty in the whole world; you reside in the heart of all (in 
the form of the microcosmic soul); and you are the witness to all that exists (10). 


sura fuer we veer fear wd wur fadi 
Tate F TAA ag Gee TA Taft XÍTWRTH DS 11 


pranapanau niscayabuddhya hrdi ruddhva 

chitva sarvam samšayabandham visayaughan / 
pasyantisam yam gatamoha yatayastam 

vande ramam  ratnakiritam ravibhasam // 11 // 


409 


11. Sages and hermits who are without any worldly attachments, who exert/exercise 
control over their two vital wind (life) forces—'Pran and Apaan'—and restrain or 
check them in their hearts with a firm determination, a concentrated mind and a 
focused intellect, and who, at the same time, are able to cut through (puncture, 
destroy, smash, overcome, vanquish, conquer, spike, break or crush) all the shackles 
representing uncertainties, doubts, confusions and perplexities, as well as overcome 
the numerous tugs and pulls exerted by various types of infatuations, yearnings and 
desires for self gratifications and obtaining pleasures of the sense objects pertaining to 
this materialistic world, which are, however, nothing but harmful poisons—only such 
sages and hermits can have a divine view of the Lord in their hearts. I bow and pray 
most reverentially to such a Lord Sri Ram who 1s adorned by a jewel studded 
glittering crown with a tiara, and is as majestic, splendorous, radiant and glorious as 
the Sun (11). 


mai ree spe ATA eA APE | 
areas dream oot ae PSIA THUÍRT DE 2 11 


mayatitam madhavamadyam jagadadim 
manatitam mohavinasam munivandyam / 
yogidhyeyam yogavidhanam paripürnam 
vande ramam rafijitalokam ramanīyam // 12 // 


12. He who is beyond the influence, spell and reach of Maya (delusions, ignorance, 
hallucinations and illusions), who is the divine consort of Laxmi (i.e. who is Lord 
Vishnu himself), who is the original cause of the creation of the world, who is beyond 
the requirement of visible proof of existence (i.e. who cannot be measured by or 
compared to any known worldly yardsticks, standards or benchmarks to establish his 
authenticity and truthfulness), who destroys all Moha (attachments, infatuations, 
attractions, yearnings and desires) that exist in the world, who is praised by sages, 
seers and hermits, who is worthy of being meditated upon by the Yogis (ascetics), 
who is the founder, teacher, author and judge for the path of Yoga (meditation and 
concentration on the Lord), and who is complete in all respects—I bow most 
reverentially and humbly pray to that Lord known as Sri Ram who gives happiness, 
bliss, joy and delight to the whole world, and is most charming, pleasing, enthralling, 
beguiling and beautiful in every way (12). 


TATA TAPAS | 
frei Ys TSAI Wraned Fe TH ANETT Ike 3 11 


bhavabhavapratyayahinam bhavamukhyai- 
ryogasaktairarcitapadambujayugmam / 

nityam Suddham buddhamanantam pranavakhyam 
vande ramam viramasesasuradavam // 13 // 
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13. He who has no emotions of any kind whatsoever, i.e. who is perpetually neutral 
and equitable, being unmoved and unwavering, constantly remaining indifferent and 
dispassionate under all circumstances, whether favourable or unfavourable; whose 
lotus-like twin holy feet are worshipped, revered and honoured by the Lord who is the 
chief amongst the Yogis (ie. Lord Shiva) and others as well, who is eternal, 
perpetual, permanent, immutable and everlasting, who is pristine pure, absolutely 
uncorrupt, without any shortcomings, blemishes or faults, who is most wise, realised, 
knowledgeable, erudite, sagacious and enlightened, who is without an end and 
conclusion, and who is like a wild fire for the multitudes of demons (representing evil 
and vile forces in this world)—I bow most reverentially and humbly pray to such a 
valiant and valorous Lord known as Sri Ram who represents the divine, ethereal 
cosmic sound called OM'!! (13). 


['OM is the divine Mantra consisting of the three syllables or letters, A, U and M. 
These three letters incorporate in themselves the entire gamut of creation right from 
its beginning, through its development, till its conclusion. The fact that Lord Ram is 
an embodiment of OM, i.e. he is the cosmic Lord of creation and prevails in all the 
phases of creation, is elaborately dealt with in the Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 
nos. 2-3. In short, whatever that exists in this creation, from its beginning through its 
development and growth, till its final conclusion is nothing else but a manifestation of 
the Lord in varying levels of subtlety.] 


vd p aA afsanrathacant array masao | 
Tea TN srfaener sert dpmeunpfedsgamewnt ui 


tvam me natho nathitakaryakhilakari 
mānātīto mādhavarūpo'khiladhārī / 
bhaktyā gamyo bhāvitarūpo bhavahārī 
yogābhyāsairbhāvitacetahsahacārī // 14 // 


14. You are my Lord; you are the one who completes and implements all the 
proposals and prayers made by me (i.e. I propose but you are the one who puts them 
into practice; or in other words, the success of all my endeavours are dependent upon 
you). You are beyond any established standards or benchmarks, any dimensions and 
measurements, any generalities and scales that are usually applicable to all other 
entities in this world. You are a personification of Madhav (another name of Narayan, 
Vishnu, the sustainer of creation and the consort of goddess Laxmi). You are the 
bearer, sustainer and nourisher of the whole world. You are attainable or accessible 
only by firm faith, sincerity, devotion, dedication, belief and conviction. You can 
remove the fears arising out of this mundane, entrapping, deluding and artificial world 
by remembering your form which is divine, ethereal, sublime, subtle and eclectic but 
esoteric and mysterious. You reside in, literally move about and remain ensconced in, 
the mind-intellect complex which has been purified by the practice of Yoga 
(meditation and contemplation) (14). 


Amd read TEST crema at SARJ | 
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tvamadyantam lokatatinam paramisam 
lokanam no laukikamanairadhigamyam / 
bhaktiSraddhabhavasametairbhajaniyam 
vande ramam sundaramindivaranilam // 15 // 


15. You are the beginning and an end of this traditional world; you are the supreme 
Lord of all the worlds. You cannot be understood, measured, comprehended, proved, 
derived at or deduced by any standard, yardstick, measurement, scale, method or 
experiment known to this world. You are the Lord who is worthy to be adored, 
worshipped, honoured, revered and praised by those who have sincere devotion, 
dedication, faith, conviction, belief and reverence for you and have spiritually inclined 
emotions and outlooks—I bow humbly in reverence to Sri Ram who is as beautiful 
and enchantint as a blue-lotus (15). 


A WT sd TAMA WIA Aare CHRIS Vel AAT | 
Fey Sages Te UA Vad JAFTA IRS ll 


ko va jfiatum tvamatimanam gatamanam 

mayasakto madhava $akto munimanyam / 

vrndaranye vanditavrndarakavrndam 

vande ramam bhavamukhavandyam sukhakandam // 16 // 


16. You are beyond the need of any visible proof or evidence to establish your 
existence, majesty, divinity and authority (i.e. no proof or evidence is required to 
establish your existence or authority). You are without any pride, ego, haughtiness, 
vanity, impostering and arrogance. Which creature, who is surrounded by, under the 
influence of and engrossed in Maya (i.e. shrouded by delusions arising out of 
ignorance and misconceptions about the actual reality about this materialistic world), 
is capable or proficient and adept enough to know who you really and truthfully are? 

Oh Madhav (literally meaning the divine consort of Laxmi; another name of 
Vishnu)! You are the revered and venerable one for the great sages, seers and hermits. 
Though you had praised, honoured and adored all the Gods in Vrindavan (during your 
manifestation as Lord Krishna), you are yourself praised, honoured and adored by all 
of the Gods themselves as well as by Lord Shiva in the form of Sri Ram. I bow and 
pay my obeisance to Sri Ram who is a root (treasury, fount) of bliss, happiness, peace 
and tranquility (16). 


qmd: frui frere Afaan | 
"repere mga Wire wey TA mea ARIT IRS 


nānāśāstrairvedakadambaih pratipadyam 
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nityanandam nirvisayajfianamanadim / 
matsevartham manusabhavam pratipannam 
vande ramam marakatavarnam mathuresam // 17 // 


17. You are proved beyond doubt, confusion or uncertainties, and are the one who is 
being invoked, expounded upon and enunciated by the various scriptures along with 
by the Vedas (ie. you are ascertained, proclaimed, demonstrated and established 
without any confusion by them) which unequivocally proclaim you as being eternal, 
immutable, truthful, unchanging and perpetual, as being an image of beatitude and 
felicity, as being without any alternatives and one of your only kind, as being an 
embodiment or an image of Gyan (truthful knowledge, wisdom, enlightenment, 
erudition, sagacity and realisation), and as being without a beginning and an end. 

You have assumed a human form just in order to accomplish my pending 
work (that is, to protect the creation from the tyranny of cruel demons and other evil 
mongers). I bow in honour and reverence to Sri Ram who is blue-complexioned like 
the Markat Mani (blue sapphire), and are the Lord of Mathura (the city where Lord 
Krishna had slayed the demon Kansha) (17).’ 


[The reference to Lord Krishna as being the Lord of Mathura while praying to Sri 
Ram indicates that Brahma, the creator, sees no difference between Sri Ram and Sri 
Krishna, which indeed is the fact. Verse no. 16 has a similar reference. | 


JaA A: Ted Mae ae sensu Sf Wed 
TH art GATES ATT ara WITSssmO ferum i 


Sraddhayukto yah pathatimam stavamadyam 
brahmam brahmajhanavidhanam bhuvi martyah / 
ramam syamam kamitakamapradamisam 

dhyatva dhyata patakajalairvigatah syat // 18 // 


18. Those wise and thoughtful persons in this mortal world who would read and recite 
this prime and eternal Stotra (prayerful hymns)—which were first conceived and 
enunciated by Lord Brahma, the creator, and which are imbued and infused with the 
essential tenets pertaining to the supreme transcendental Brahm—with full devotion, 
faith, conviction, respect and honour, are sure to be liberated/freed from all the 
shackles and entanglements representing the evil effects pertaining to their sins, 
misdeeds and misdemeanors of all kinds. Such recitation or reading should be done by 
invoking Sri Ram who is of a dark complexion and is the fulfiller of all the wishes 
and desires of his devotees. This Stotra proclaims and establishes the reality and 
essence about the supreme Brahm (18). 
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(4.15) Lord Ram's Stotra by Indra (the King of Gods) 


This hymn appears in the holy book ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Lanka Kand (Chapter 6), Canto (Sarga) 13, 
from verse nos. 24-32. 

Indra, the king of Gods, also paid his obeisance to Lord Ram with the 
following hymn— 


fU SAF 
se Tel TAA KATARĀ | 
aM MASTI FATA AAS ITAL RYE UI 


indra uvaca 


bhaje'ham sada ramamindivarabham 
bhavaranyadavanalabhabhidhanam / 
bhavanihrda bhavitanandarüpam 
bhavabhavahetum bhavadiprapannam // 24 // 


24. Indra (the King of Gods) said—'I always worship, honour and adore Sri Ram who 
looks most elegant, dignified, majestic and beautiful with a blue countenance like that 
of a blue-lotus, whose name is like a wild forest fire for the purpose of burning or 
destroying this materialistic, delusory, artificial and ensnaring mundane world which 
is like wild and dense forest (i.e. his holy and powerful name can burn the allurements 
and entrapments that this world presents to the soul diverting, it from its real goal of 
emancipation and salvation), whose blissful, most cheerful, enchanting and tranquil 
image/form is meditated upon by Bhavani in her heart (in other words, the blissful 
and pleasant image/form of Sri Ram resides in the heart of Parvati, the consort of 
Lord Shiva), and who is the liberator from the fetters that shackle a creature to this 
world (consisting of a vicious, never ending cycle of birth and death; he is a medium 
by which one can free oneself from this world and its shackles). I bow reverentially 
before Sri Ram who is the refuge or shelter for Lord Shiva and other Gods (24). 


gia aag Wares PRASA | 
Tet KERT suus eH TART St ATTA || 


surānīkaduhkhaughanāšaikahetum narākāradeham nirākāramīdyam / 
parešam parānandarūpam vareņyam harim rāmamīšam bhaje 
bhāranāšam // 25 // 


25. He is the only medium by which all the miseries, distresses, sorrows and torments 
of the Gods etc. are destroyed or eliminated. He is presently in the form of a human, 
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though he is primarily without a form and is worthy of being praised and honoured 
through the medium of prayers. I worship, revere and adore that Lord Sri Ram who is 
the supreme Lord and the one who removes the burden of the earth, who is an image 
of supreme, eternal and immutable bliss, happiness, joy, peace and tranquility, who is 
worthy of being praised, honoured, revered and worshipped, and is Lord Hari 
(Vishnu) himself personified (25). 
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prapannakhilanandadoham prapannam 
prapannārtinihsesanāšābhidhānam / 
tapoyogayogīsabhāvābhibhāvyam 
kapisadimitram bhaje ramamitram // 26 // 


26. He who is the shelter and provider of eternal happiness and succour of all kinds to 
those who seek refuge with him; he whose his name removes or destroys all types of 
miseries, sorrows, torments, tribulations, anguish and their likes of those humble 
devotees who have sought his shelter; who is the object of severe penances and 
austerities (Tapa), of deep meditation, concentration and contemplation (Yoga), and 
of thought and search by great and attained Yogis (ascetics); and who is a friend of 
the king of monkeys etc. (i.e. Sugriv and his ministers)—I adore, worship, honour and 
revere that Sri Ram who is a true and loyal friend personified (i.e. he is a sincere 
friend of all, or I worship him as my true and sincere friend because he has given me 
succour from the horrible torments that I was being subjected to by Ravana as a true 
and loyal friend) (26). 


wr ATA ei fere Fel SATIS feu 
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sada bhogabhajam sudüre vibhantam 
sada yogabhajamadüre vibhantam / 
cidanandakandam sada raghavesam 
videhātmajānandarūpam prapadye // 27 // 


27. He keeps far away from people who are always indulgent and engrossed in 
pleasures of the sense organs and the objects of the materialistic world, while residing 
in the proximity and easy reach of those who are always firm in Yoga and self- 
restraint. He is an eternal and everlasting treasury or a root of eternal beatitude and 
felicity. He is an image and source of happiness, joy and delight for the daughter of 
Vaideha (i.e. Sita). I always worship, revere, honour and adore Sri Ram who has been 
born in the clan of king Raghu (27). 
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FEINI SIGHTS: 
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mahayogamayavisesanuyukto vibhāsīša līlānarākāravrttih / 
tvadanandalila katha pUrnakarnah sadanandarüpa bhavantiha loke 


/[ 28 [| 


28. You appear like a human being (or are in the form of an ordinary man) out of your 
own wish and just for the sake of fun or playful activity. While assuming this form, 
you have also assumed the characteristics and attributes of a human that you seem to 
possess by virtue of your own great deluding powers called Maya. That is, you have 
joined hands with your Maya, and this company has created an illusion that you are a 
human being and have all the attributes of a human being. 

Those people whose ears get constantly filled by hearing your divine stories 
which bestow them with happiness and joy as well as bliss and peace, are the ones 
who become images or stellar examples of constant, persistent and consistent 
contentedness, joy, bliss, peace, tranquility and happiness (28). 
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aham manapanabhimattapramatto na vedakhilesabhimanabhimanah / 
idanim bhavatpadapadmaprasadat trilokadhipatyabhimano vinastah 


/[ 29 [] 


29. Oh Lord! I had become intoxicated, haughty, proud, boastful and arrogant due to 
honours, respect, stature and privileges that I had as the king of Gods as well as by 
indulgence in drinking Som (which is the elixir like drink offered to Gods during fire 
sacrifices). I cared for none due to my arrogance, pride and haughtiness of being all in 
all (or the Lord) of the entire world. Now, with the grace and kindness of your lotus- 
like divine and holy feet, my haughtiness, arrogance and vanity of being the master 
and Lord of the three worlds has been eliminated and destroyed. [The three worlds 
are— the celestial, the terrestrial and the subterranean worlds.] (29). 
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sphuradratnakeyUraharabhiramam dharabharabhütasuranikadavam / 
Saraccandravaktram lasatpadmanetram duravaraparam bhaje raghavesam 


/[ 29 [| 


30. He who is adorned with glittering gem-studded arm bands and necklaces and 
looks most magnificent, handsome, elegant, enchanting and beautiful in them, who 1s 
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like a wild fire for the destructions of demons who are a burden for this earth, whose 
auspicious face and countenance resembles a full Moon of a winter night, and whose 
eyes are as beautiful, enchanting, enamouring and attractive as a beautiful lotus 
flower, and whose beginning or end is most difficult to ascertain—I adore, worship, 
honour and revere such a Raghav (Sri Ram) (30). 
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suradhisanilabhranilangakantim viradhadiraksovadhallokasantim / 
kirītādišobham puraratilabham bhaje ramacandram raghūņāmadhīšam 


// 31 // 


31. He whose body has the ethereal radiance and divine glow resembling that of the 
‘Indra Neel Mani’ (a blue sapphire worn by Lord of Gods, Indra, as a crown jewel) 
and is as dark as the (rain bearing) cloud, who had protected all the creatures by 
slaying the demon Viradh etc. to establish peace, tranquility and order in this world, 
who is adorned by a crown and a tiara etc., and who is the valuable asset and a valued 
treasure of Lord Shiva—I adore, worship, honour, praise and revere such a Sri 
Ramchandra who is the Lord of the clan of Raghu (31). 
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lasaccandrakotiprakasadipithe samasinamanke samadhaya sitam / 
sphuraddhemavarnam taditpunjabhasam bhaje ramacandram 
nivrttartitandram // 32 // 


32. He is sitting on a magnificent throne which is as glorious, splendorous, radiant 
and marvellous as millions of moons shining together with Sita by his side. She has a 
complexion as glowing and radiant as pure gold, and as splendorous, brilliant and 
dazzling as lightening. I adore, worship, honour, praise and revere such a Sri 
Ramchandra who is beyond the purview of any sorrows, anguish and distress as well 
as is without any sluggishness, inertia, indolence, lethargy, careless and apathetic 
attitude (i.e. he is most vigilant, alert, active and agile) (32). 
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(4.16) Lord Ram's Stotra by Lord Shiva 


This hymn appears in the holy book *Adhyatma Ramayan' written by sage Veda 
Vyas. It appears in Adhyatma Ramayan's Lanka Kand (Chapter 6), Canto (Sarga) 15, 
from verse nos. 51-63. 

After Lord Ram returned to his capital city of Ayodhya and was crowned a 
king-emperor, Lord Shiva came finally to bow before the Lord who was dear to his 
heart. It was on this occasion that Lord Shiva offered his respects to Lord Ram with 


the following sacred hymn— 


ATCA SAT 
TASS WTS HRI WISI Tgnoegmorg 


faffeenrgexmUmg feum FSI 1142 |i 


$rimahadeva uvaca 


namo'stu ramaya sašaktikāya nilotpala$yamalakomalaya / 
kirirtaharangadabhusanaya simhasanasthaya mahaprabhaya // 51 // 


51. Lord Shiva said, ‘I bow in honour of Sri Ram together with his ‘Shakti’ (literally, 
Lord's cosmic energy; but here referring to Sita). He is dark complexioned and tender 
like a blue lotus, is decorated with a crown, a tiara, a garland or necklace, arm band 
etc., is seated on a throne, and is full of divine and brilliant radiance (51). 


Gama um: Baa *p VIRSMAI 
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tvamadimadhyantavihina ekah srjasyavasyatsi ca lokajatam / 
svamayaya tena na lipyase tvam yatsve sukhe'jasrarato'navadyah 


/[ 52 [] 


52. Oh Lord! You are without a beginning, middle and an end, and are the only one of 
your kind. You create, sustain and annihilate the entire creation using your Maya 
(delusory power as well as the cosmic infinite creative energy), but are not involved 
in, attached to, affected or influenced by it because you are always established in a 
blissful, contented, happy and tranquil state of consciousness, and are absolutely 
faultless, without any blemishes and shortcomings, beyond reproach, and are 
uncorrupt and pristine pure (52). 
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lilam vidhatse gunasamvrtastvam prapannabhaktanuvidhanahetoh / 
nanavataraih suramanusadyaih pratiyase jfianibhireva nityam // 53 // 


53. Surrounding (or investing/infusing) yourself willfully with the deluding 
characteristics of your Maya (i.e. you voluntarily allow yourself to be veiled in your 
Maya, you willingly invest yourself with its characteristics), you use it to carry out 
your wishes to take/assume various forms such as that of different Gods, humans and 
others. Then in those forms or incarnations, you do different types of deeds in order to 
show the righteous path of Dharma (i.e. path of righteousness, probity, propriety, 
ethics, morality, noble conduct etc.) to your devotees and followers who have taken 
shelter and refuge with you. At that time (ie. during those incarnation or 
manifestation periods), only the wise and enlightened ones are able to recognise you 
(53). 


[You reveal yourself in different forms and lead a stellar life of righteousness and 
auspiciousness amongst your devotees to show them in practical terms how to behave 
and live in the world in the scripture-sanctioned way and consequentially attain 
emancipation and salvation. These devotees or followers are those who have 
submitted themselves to you and look forward to you for protection, guidance, 
example and precedence, who treat you as their moral preceptor and guide, as their 
Lord whom to look up to for succour and solace, as well as for their emancipation and 
salvation or deliverance from this mundane and entrapping world. When you reveal 
yourself as an incarnation or as a manifestation, your devotees do not have to look 
anywhere else for their guidance and example, for your own life acts as a beacon for 
them. They might not be scholarly enough to benefit from the study of scriptures, but 
they sing your glories and see your example in their day to day lives and easily attain 
that rare stature that is available by hard study of scriptures and doing severe penances 
and keeping austerities. The path of Bhakti is easier to follow for ordinary creatures as 
compared to the arduous path of knowledge that has its own pitfalls.] 


GR wh THe fau d frat a cd wen: Ufa: 
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svamsena lokam sakalam vidhaya tam  bibharsi ca tvam tadadhah 
phanisvarah / 
uparyadho bhānvanilodupausadhipravarsarūpo'vasi naikadha jagat // 54 // 


54. You create the entire creation out of your own fraction and then take good care of 
it by bearing it or holding it aloft from below by becoming (assuming the form of) 
Sheshnath (the legendary, many-hooded serpent who holds the earth on its hood), and 
sustaining it from above by becoming the sun, the wind or air, the moon, the various 
herbs (medicinal products), and the rain. (54). 
[Note—In other words, you not only create anything but also ensure that it is well 
taken care of. This is expected of a wise creator who is benevolent, munificent and 
magnanimous towards his creation. This verse implies that when one creates 
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anything, he should provide for its maintenance and sustenance. One should not leave 
his responsibilities to others.] 


caufe deg furfuew: FAI ye | 
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tvamiha dehabhrtam $Sikhirüpah pacasi bhuktamasesamajasram / 
pavanapaficakarüpasahayo jagadakhandamanena bibharsi // 55 // 


55. You assume the form of digestive powers of the creature, and with the help of the 
five vital airs (wind forces; see Uttar Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 28-34), you digest and 
assimilate the food taken in by the creatures, thereby sustaining and nourishing the 
whole world (55). 


[The five vital wind forces that regulate life are the following:-- (1) Pran, the wind 
element, as breath, that is exhaled as well as inhaled, and which is responsible for 
infusing and sustaining life in the body; it is considered the chief wind in the whole 
setup because without life no other wind would be of any significance to the creature; 
(2) Apaan, the wind that passes down the intestines and is responsible for digestion of 
the food taken by the creature and its excretion through the anus and urinary organs 
(kidneys); (3) Saman, the wind that is responsible for equal distribution of 
nourishment throughout the body, as well as in circulation of blood; (4) Udaan, the 
wind that helps the body to rise and move about, it also helps the body to expel toxic 
waste gases in the body through the nostrils and mouth in the form of exhalation and 
cough; and (5) Vyan, the wind that helps in maintaining equilibrium in the body and 
control the functioning of the other winds.] 


"rufen uq dep se ESAT 
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candrasüryasikhimadhyagatam yat teja īsa cidasesatanūnām / 
prabhavattanubhrtamiva dhairyam šauryamāyurakhilam tava sattvam 


/[ 56 // 


56. Oh Lord! The splendour, radiance, dazzle, brilliance, majesty, magnificence and 
the potential powers that the Moon, the Sun and the Fire possess, the pure, truthful 
and eternal Consciousness that is the characteristic feature of all living creatures, and 
the glorious virtues of tolerance, patience, fortitude and forbearance, of valour, 
bravery and courage, as well as the glory and fame that one acquires during a long 
life that seem evident in those who process a gross physical body—all of them, all of 
these grand virtues and attributes, are nothing else but a vivid display of your majestic 
and stupendously versatile powers and potentials (56). 
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tvam virificisivavisnuvibhedat kālakarmašašisūryavibhāgāt / 
vadinam prthagivesa vibhasi brahma niscitamananyadihaikam // 57 // 


57. It is you who appears in different forms such as Brahma (the creator), Shiva (the 
annihilator) and Vishnu (the sustainer) etc. as well as Kaal (the God of death, time 
and circumstance), Karma (the theory of deeds and rewards), the Moon and the Sun 
(the celestial bodies) etc. depending upon the beliefs and faiths of followers of 
different schools of thought and philosophy. But there is no doubt in the fact that you 
are one and the same supreme Brahm reflected, as it were, in all those separate and 
distinct forms or entities in which people of different denominations worship and 
recognise you (57). 
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matsyadirüpena yatha tvamekah srutau puranesu ca lokasiddhah / 
tathaiva sarvam sadasadvibhagastvameva nanyadbhavato vibhati 


/[ 58 // 


58. Even as you are described by the Vedas, Purans, time honoured traditions and 
folklore as having existed in myriad forms such as the huge legendary fish etc. 
whatever true or false that appears in this world—in other words, all the twin 
appearances in which the world is divided or separated into, viz. those things or 
perceptions that appear to be true and those that appear to be false—is nothing else 
but only your manifestation or image; there is nothing separate, different or distinct 
from you (58). 


Ta Seg edi 
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yadyatsamutpannamanantasrstavutpatsyate yacca bhavacca yacca / 
na dr$yate sthāvarajangamādau tvayā vinatah paratah parastvam // 59 // 


59. Whatever that has been produced, shall be produced in future and is being 
produced (or happening) in the present in this vast, measureless and endless creation 
which consists of both the inanimate, immovable, inert and dead as well as the 
movable, active, alive and animate (i.e. dual) aspects of the artificial, delusory and 
deceptive mundane world, are all myriad images of you, and there is nothing that 
exists and is visible which is separate from you. Hence, you are beyond all 
comprehension, measures, yardsticks and definitions (59). 


421 


Wed 1 SMa WIS SAT: AKTA WETSRÉ | 


GAMMA ANA ced AFAT t o 1| 


tattvam na jananti paratmanaste janah samastastava mayayatah / 
tvadbhaktasevamalamanasanam vibhati tattvam paramekamaisam // 60 // 


60. All people do not understand your essential and true nature or your fundamental 
form as the one who is ‘Parmatma’ (the transcendental, supreme, macrocosmic, all- 
pervading, omniscient Soul which is beyond definitions and attributes), because they 
are under the influence and spell of your deluding powers called Maya. Only those 
whose internal being (or their mind-intellect discriminating apparatus) have been 
purified due to the good influences of the services done by them toward your devotees 
and followers, are the ones who are able to perceive, experience or realise your true 
form, nature or essence as being the Parmatma (60). 
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brahmadayaste na viduh svarüpam cidatmatattvam bahirarthabhavah / 
tato budhastvamidameva rüpam bhaktya bhajanmuktimupaityaduhkhah 


/[ 61 // 


61. Those who regard the external, illusionary world of material comforts and 
artificial sense objects as being real or truthful do not know or realise your true and 
real form and essence as being the pure, eternal and truthful consciousness, even 
though they may be as exalted and superior as the creator Brahma himself’. Hence, in 
order to avoid consternations, perplexities, confusions, dilemmas and doubts of all 
kinds, wise and sagacious persons worship you in this manifest and visible dark- 
complexioned form (as Sri Ram) with due and sincere devotion and dedication. As a 
result, they easily overcome sorrows, distresses, agonies and torments associated with 
this mundane, deluding and entangling world, and attain deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation (61). 


[To wit, even Lord Brahma from whom the four Vedas have emerged, cannot know 
your true form if he is not realistic enough to realise or recognise the fact that the 
creation which he calls his own product is, in fact, not what he thinks it to be—that is, 
a creation created by him (Brahma). It is an illusion/deception created by you which 
Brahma takes erroneously to be for real, and as his own product, forgetting in the 
process that the powers to create that he possesses have been delegated to him by you. 
In fact, even Brahma the creator has been created by you. So if such exalted and 
attained souls can be under the magical and misleading spell of your delusions 
creating powers, then what can one say of lesser souls. | 
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aham bhavannama grnankrtartho vasami kāsyāmanišam bhavanya / 
mumürsamanasya vimuktaye'ham disāmi mantram tava rama nama // 62 // 


62. Being extremely thankful and grateful, feeling highly contented and fulfilled by 
constantly chanting your name, I live in Kashi (Varanasi) day and night. There I 
pronounce your divine and holy name ‘Ram’ which is called the *Tarak Mantra’ for 
the benefit of all those who die there and wish to achieve emancipation and salvation, 
to help them in fulfilment of their wishes (62). 


[The *Tarak Mantra’: The word ‘Tarak’ (pronounced as Taarak) means to ‘take 
across’; so this Mantra (spiritual formula) grants liberation, deliverance, emacipation 
and salvation to the soul of the creature. 

The Tarak Mantra of Lord Ram is elaborately described in 
Ramottartaponishad of the Atharva Veda tradition which is exclusively dedicated to 
Lord Ram, as well as in Tarak Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition which is 
dedicated to the subject of emancipation and salvation. 

The Tarak Mantra preached by Lord Shiva is that group of esoteric, ethereal 
and holy words, syllables or phrases that have stupendous magical and divine powers 
that can achieve miracles, and one of them is the ability to give liberation and 
deliverance to even sinful creatures who can never expect to find emancipation 
themselves. It gives freedom from miseries, fears, torments and other misfortunes that 
devour a creature. It liberates a creature from the cycle of birth and death, the miseries 
and fears associated with this world, with old age, death and their accompanying 
horrors etc. (Atharva-shikhar Upanishad,2/1,49; Advai-tarak Upanishad, 3; and Jabal 
Upanishad, canto 1. The ascetic/Yogi achieves liberation and deliverance by 
concentrating his internal thoughts at a point between the eyebrows where he realises 
the supreme, transcendental existence of Brahm, and he mentally one with Brahm 
after this realisation (Advai-tarak-2,3). 

According to Ramottartaponishad, the divine emancipation and salvation 
providing Mantra is ‘OM RANG RAMAYE NAMAHE’ (Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad, 2/3). Atharva-shikhar Upanishad, 44 says that ‘OM’ is that Tarak 
Mantra. | 
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imam stavam nityamananyabhaktya 
$rnvanti gayanti likhanti ye vai / 

te sarvasaukhyam paramam ca labdhva 
bhavatpadam yantu bhavatprasadat // 63 // 
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63. (Now I pray to you that—) Those who regularly listen, recite, preach or write this 
Stotra (i.e. these prayerful verses or hymns) enunciated by me, with the greatest of 
devotion and sincerity, should, by your grace, be rewarded with complete blissfulness, 
happiness, peace, contentedness as well as with the privilege of attaining your 
supreme, holy, divine and august feet. That is, they should find oneness with you 
(63). 
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Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras & Hymns 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 5 


Ram Stavaraj, Ram Ashtaks & Ram Raksha Stotra 


In this Chapter we shall read the following sacred Hymns of Lord Ram:-- 


(5.1) Ram Stavaraj Stotra 
(5.2) Ram Ashtak Stotra 

(5.3) Raghunaath Ashtak Stotra 
(5.4) Sita Ram Ashtak Stotra 
(5.5) Ram Raksha Stotra 
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(5.1) Ram Stavaraj Stotra 


Ram Stavaraj Stotra by sage Narad (from Sanatkumar Sanghita):-- 


ATIRAN Bea PT MTR 
TAKMATST: 
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sanatakumara sanhita ka naradokta 


ramastavarajah 


viniyogah 


asya $riramacandrastavarajastotramantrasya sanatkumara-rsih, sriramo 
devata, anustupchandah, sita bījam, hanuman šaktih, $riramaprityarthe jape 
viniyogah/ 


This is the introductory verse called ‘Viniyog’ or invocation of the deity using 
Mantras. This prayer describes the glory of Sri Ram and finally asks the Lord to 
provide deliverance to the soul and free it from the worldly snare in which it finds 
itself trapped. ‘OM salutations— this is the Ramstavaraj Mantra culled from the 
‘Sanatkumar Sanghita’ (a compendium of devotional hymns composed by the ancient 
sage Sanatkumar). Here, Lord Sri Ram is the patron God, the seed Mantra of Sita is 
used and the enforcing authority or the one who lends his strength and powers to help 
those who say this Stotra (devotional hymn) is none other than Hanuman himself. It is 
most dear to Sri Ram in the sense that it pleases him the most and he becomes 
extremely obliged and grateful to the person who recites this Stotra. This composition 
has verses in the poetic style called ‘Anushtup’ in which there are 4 ‘Charans’ [1 
Charan - 1 step or stanza of a given verse], and each Charan has 8 letters. Therefore, 
the total no. of letters in each verse is 4x8 — 32 letters in all. 

The devotee who recites this ‘Ramstavaraj’ Stotra should purify himself by 
bath and other routine chores. Then he should sit down calmly with water in his right 
hand. He should start the recitation of this Stotra by first reciting the words of this 
verse called *Viniyog'. Then the water should be poured into some receptacle or left 
on the ground. Then the recitation should be done from the very first word of verse 
no. 1 and finished off at the last word of verse no. 98 without any interruption. 


Yd ST 
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suta uvaca 


sarva$astrarthatattvajfiam vyāsarn satyavati-sutam/ 
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dharmaputrah prahrstatma pratyuvaca munisvaram//1// 


Sage Sut said, 'Yudhisthir, the son of Dharma, said cheerfully to sage Veda Vyas, the 
son of Satyawati, who was well versed in the meaning and truthful essence of all the 
scriptures, was very enlightened, erudite and scholarly as well as the most exalted 
amongst the sages (1). 


JBT 3377 
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yudhisthira uvaca 


bhagavan! cadiyatum yoginam! sarvašāstravišārada! / 
kim tattvam kim param japyam kirn dhyanam muktisadhanam//2// 


Yudhisthir said to Veda Vyas, 'Oh Lord! You are the most exalted amongst Yogis 
(ascetics) and a scholar par-excellence of all the scriptures. What is the essential, 
irrefutable truth and absolute reality; which is the best and most excellent Mantra to 
do Japa with; what is the method to do mediation and to concentrate upon the 
supreme Brahm and upon the pure-self; and what is the path to liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation in this world? (2). 


ZEIT FATT 
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vedavyasa uvaca 


$rotumicchami tatsarvam brūhi me munisattama! mahabhaga dharmaraja! 
$rrnu vaksyami tattvatah//3// 


Please be kind enough to answer these questions. Sage Veda Vyas replied, 'Oh 
Dhramraj! Oh the most fortunate and great one! I am answering your question; listen 
to it carefully (3). 
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"e wads esie fW | dé Wc ded aed TEER gii 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] sit Ga, Xp Ud dH zw dm quit a T, AAAA, 
frío, meum waa è aA parga ar SMT € (x) 


yatparam sadgunatitam yajjyotiramalam śivam/ 
tadeva paramam tattvam kaivalyam padakaranam//4// 


That which is beyond the three characteristic qualities that mark all the creatures of 
creation—such as Sata, Raja and Tama; that which is an embodiment of divine light 
and enlightenment, is pure and corruption free, is the all-welfare bestowing supreme 
entity which is the absolute truth and reality of this existence— such an entity is the 
only means to provide emancipation and salvation called *Kaivalaya Mukti’ (4). 


MAN wi sme ae Tea | Taecate mAN defect feu: di 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ĀRA FI AAS HA $t Wars tl 4 TT mb 
fou sep Ga Aer Us WO HIA A SEIS SON SIM TOI 1 Sh Wa "3 
mee AST HT aT HA are é— da Sure 4 wa a el ze (Lu) 


$rirameti param japyam tarakam brahmasanjnhakam/ 
brahmahatyadi papaghnamiti vedavido viduh//5// 


Sri Ram’s divine and holy name is the most potent, supreme and excellent Mantra 
amongst all the Mantras; it is equivalent to and synonymous with the supreme Brahm 
(the absolute and supreme entity). It has the potential to take the creature across the 
ocean represented by this mundane, delusionary and entrapping world. Those who are 
experts in the knowledge propounded by the Vedas positively assert that it has the 
power and strength to destroy (purge, purify, cleanse, annihilate and exhaust) the 
horrifying effects of great sins such as the killing of a Brahmin (5). 


ĀRA waft sat 4 oo a ada | aor fas ufenep wfemgfg 4 Gers: die di 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] St aap ‘ste ay a so fren wu $ oss 
Race pr Us Ate crt et wes ēd E (8) 


$rirama rameti jana ye japanti ca sarvada/ 
tesam bhuktisca muktišca bhavisyati na sansayah//6// 


Those seekers/aspirants who repeat the holy name of Sri Ram constantly and 
consistently with due devotion and sincerity are sure to get both the benefits of 
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enjoyments of this materialistic world called ‘Bhog’ as well as the deliverance from it 
and emancipation and salvation of their souls called ‘Mukti’ (6). 


AIST WT HR ART a ssa | Teas Tae SRL dde II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 4 MITS FT qvi Wee Ue VAR Aes fe ei 
sa È mad fen a TT: ATA mur E (v)| 


stavarajam pura proktam naradena ca dhimata/ 
tatsarvam sampravaksyami haridhyanapurahsaram//7// 


The most erudite and foremost devotee of the Lord, sage Narad had enunciated these 
Stotras (hymns) called Stavaraj on some previous occasion. I shall repeat it verbatim 
for the purpose of remembering an honouring my Lord through them (7). 


aas vata | amg aot Adam TH I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Te TA Gast SEGRE ; anfirefarm ud CIPENEEZ 
z4 dt mui at Tem mer aor Cl ure: UD web wr faune, afta ud 23s wl 
MA GSC] TOT AM UTE Bl wp Wm m HIM HA Arey | Fe up e (2) 


tāpatrayāgnišamanam sarvaghaudha-nikrntanam/ 
daridrayaduhkha-Samanam sarvasampatkaram sivam//8// 


This ‘Ram Stavaraj’ is potent enough to destroy the disastrous effects caused by the 3 
fires—‘Adhi Daihik’, ‘Adhi Daivik’ and ‘Adhi Bhautik’. It is able to also destroy the 
treasury of all sins and their evil effects. It can calm down or eliminate the troubles 
and tribulations, miseries and distresses arising out of poverty and various other 
sorrows. It is the provider of all round well-being and auspiciousness. This is an 
Absolute Truth (8). 


[(i) Adhi Daihik—torments that the creature suffers due to his body, such as old age 
and illness; (ii) Adhi Daivik—torments that the creature suffers due to the opposed 
Gods and malignant stars; (iii) Adhi Bhautik—torments that the creature suffers due 
to other terrestrial creatures such as enemies, thieves, competitors, kings etc. reptiles 
such as snakes, animals such as lions etc. ] 


Aaro: feet non | Tepe Tae Wa qub STAT |18 11 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] FAST TR F ATT WAM WA Ua POT Hl TAH 
an fast (ea FA) HS WERE Us Wet HT Uh NA U GU WH a Gp X 
FRET FLAT = (2) 
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vijfianaphaladam divyam moksaikaphalasadhanam/ 
namaskrtya pravaksyami ramam krsnam jaganmayam//9// 


After bowing reverentially before Sri Ram and Krishna who pervade the entire 
animate as well as the inanimate world, I shall describe this “Ram Stavaraj Stotras’ 
which provides the fruit of true knowledge and enlightenment as well as is the only 
easy path to emancipa tion and salvation (Mukti) of the soul (9). 


STATE TS TST | TR wwe THERA WAT IRo II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Gah FAUT ax fe; arare TÅ Ñ cased usu m 
sat mewqu È AA oum xig È Qo)! 


ayodhyanagare ramye ratnamandapamadhyage/ 
smaret kalpatarormüle ratnasinhasanam šubham//10// 


The seeker/aspirant should visualise a gem-studded throne in Ayodhya. This throne is 
under the shadow of the *Kalpa Tree' (the evergreen, wish fulfilling tree of Gods) in a 
gem-studded pavilion (10). 


qase Tl quer afar | unused wwuf uewecrdenmmp ke 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 34 NEm qd WT Wm Tal Tor Um Awa HAS 
è oR Su sue Fee ot oe SO depre eet ĀRA OT at 
R? |) 


tanmadhyestadalam padmam nanaratnai$ca vestitam/ 
smarenmadhye dasarathirn sahastrādityatejasam//11// 


On that gleaming and magnificent throne, in the centre of it, the seeker should 
visualise that there is 8-petal lotus fully embellished with glittering gems. On it is 


seated the son of Dasrath, Sri Ram, who is splendorous and radiant as thousands of 
suns (11). 


frquewd Taos | perg ferred fSesmenmgWu i3 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] far Pt Tie H fen, mune Wf m TaN STD ATG, 
fame Ja wem fagqa & m AS up Sed at fea uu d R)I 


piturankagatam ramamindranila-maniprabham/ 
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komalangam visalaksam vidyudvarnambaravrtam//12// 


He (Sri Ram) is seated on the lap of his father. He is dark complexioned like the 
Indra’s gem called ‘Indraneel Mani’. He has tender (soft, delicate) body and large 
eyes, and he is wearing clothes like the dazzle and glitter of lightening (12). 


qaasi fetes faufsnmp | ITTA—IM TSC AET idi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] st Wa quisi a d HAM sat wu a IT W 
Ti qm vifu è ud TÈ Ù xcd wr eR aM art Y eS ANTA È (42)| 


bhānukotipratīkāšam kiritena virājitam/ 
ratnagraiveyakeyūra-ratnakundala manditam//13// 


He has a radiance which is eguivalent to millions of suns. He is adorned by a 
magnificent crown, is wearing a gem-studded necklace as well as ear-rings which are 
also studded with gems (13). 


TFS aes | ace eme gi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] q verfa mur, Y Ñ HK, Ha H adīt wem 
Tren wed se fre sit Squat À smog È (v) 


ratnakankanamafijira-katisütrairalankrtam/ 
$rivatsakaustubhoraskam muktaharopasobhitam//14// 


He is adorned with gem-studded bracelets, anklets and a waist-band. He wears a 
necklace of pearls, has the mark of ‘Sri Vasta’ and also wears the ‘Kaustav jewel’ on 
his chest (14). 
[Note :- The Kaustav jewel is worn by Vishnu; Sri Vasta is the mark of sage Brighu’s 
footprints on his chest.] 


Coa AKRTROSPTA | wad feyst sro HS dl 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ĀRA FT MAST Xe wat oW ff anat a 
swf È St FT GA SN We Wm $13 Spr ae 8 (du) 


divyaratnasamayuktam mudrikabhiralankrtam/ 
raghavam dvibhujam balarn ramamisat-smitananam//15// 


Raghav’s (Lord Ram’s) child-like form is adorned by finger-rings made of beautiful 
gems. He has a pleasant, bewitching and sweet smile on his face. He has 2 arms (15). 
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[Lord Vishnu is depicted by legend as having 4 arms. His incarnation 
Sri Ram has only 2 arms becasue Vishnu assumed the form of a human being. A man 
has 2 arms and not 4.] 


FORFAR TTR SEAL PAS HEL ACTS IRS II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] q gos, Ña, HER nfà yq Tet Ñ fafa Ži 
FR, 3H ud pÅ enfe quer wer ar GT fea gu č a)! 


tulasī-kunda-mandāra-puspamālyairalankrtam/ 
karpūrā'guru-kastūrī-divyagandhānulepanam//16// 


He is adorned by garlands made up of Tulsi (basil), Marigold, Swallow-Wort and 
similar flowers. His body is smeared by (or rubbed by) a scented paste consisting of 
camphor, aloe-wood and powdered musk which emanates a pleasant fragrance (16). 


unread Iie dega | a AARAA IR SLI 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] d JH Ñ T m "rb 4 xam è ud "ihn 
TTT ŠI WA, SAM SIM WA H ERI HRI È (ev)! 


yogašāstresvabhiratarn yogisam yogadayakam/ 
sada bharata-saumitri-Satrughnairupasobhitam//17// 


He is involved in the study and practice of the science of Yoga (meditation), is the 
Lord of Yogis (ascetics) and he is able to bestow the knowledge and benefits of Yoga 
to others (i.e. he is well-versed in the knowledge of the science of Yoga and is able to 
teach others about it). He is attended by (literally, adorned by) Bharat, Laxman and 
Shatrughan (17). 


farrier frat: | anise GATERA ie 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] a farm, zz, fara, Ted, feat dar afar UH 3m 
ane ame aN 4 srt wear uper e R)I 


vidyadhara-suradhisa-siddhagandharva-kinnaraih/ 
yogindrairnaradadyai$ca stuyamanamaharnisam//18// 


He is always praised, honoured and adored by Vidyadhar (a category of demi-Gods 
who are more exalted than Gandharvas and Kinnars but are not full-fledged Gods), 
Indra, Siddhas (mystics; the attained ones), Gandharvas (demi-Gods; celestial 
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musicians), Kinnars (celestial dancers and singers; legendary demi-Gods with the 
head of horse) as well as by Narad and other exalted sages and seers (18). 


aaa- Aar -AA RA | mR- ANa AAT 1R 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] a fenfim, as sie EPI , Grate ud EEIE 
aa ot gA È (3)! 


vi$vamitra-vasisthadi-munibhihparisevitam/ 
sanakadi-munisresthairyogivrndaisca sevitam//19// 


He is being served by the exalted sages and seers such a Vishwamitra, Vashistha etc., 
as well as by Yogis and celestial sages such as Sankadi etc. (19). 


Te Wat a gde Qmd ca WW serm |Roli 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] vga snr di, qe AE, TEST ud POAT 
@ (20)| 


ramam raghuvaram viram dhanurveda-visaradam/ 
mangalayatanam devam ramam rajivalocanam//20// 


Sri Ram is the best and the most exalted in the clan of Raghu. He is brave, valiant and 
courageous. He is an expert archer and proficient in the use of the bow. He is an 
image/embodiment of auspiciousness and has lotus-like eyes (20). 


TARTS TSAR | PCI uH KIT SAT 112 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] d HA wet m are ud ded wp WA ae, qe 
TE, AAS VIS, HM DD mI shed wi aS us Squ—smmm (22) 


sarvaSastrartha-tattvajnamanandakara-sundaram/ 
kausalyanandanam ramam dhanurbanadharam harim//21// 


He knows the essential and sublime truth as expounded by all the scriptures, and has a 
deep insight into their true meaning. He also knows all of them by heart. He is 
charming and beautiful to look at and is the bestower of bliss, happiness and joy. He 
provides delight to Kaushalya (his mother), and he is famous as the one who holds a 
bow and an arrow (21). 
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ud uer. feu assis fq | WESS Spp Aas: Xp ARS: 12211 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] $H We Tal ami 4 fafsre, fo EI 
dene, ARAE fau at BOT Gud Xp Aes Was À OTA (22)! 


evam saficintayan visnum yajjyotirmalam vibhum / 
prahrstamanaso bhütva munivaryah sa naradah // 22 // 


Having all the aforesaid qualities and virtues, Sri Ram is pure, uncorrupt, all- 
pervading, all-incorporating and all-encompassing besides being an embodiment of 
supreme and divine light. [‘Light’ here represents divinity, enlightenment, wisdom 
and erudition, truth and absolute reality.] 

Sage Narad felt very cheerful and exhilarated on remembering Lord Vishnu in 
this form and endowed with these qualities (22). 


adoa TSI WAT | PTO we fmm uH 112311 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3AA RE 4) ume faa 4 meum 4 feu e 
TSH SAH WTS HT ROT Wb EU GE ga at (23)! 


sarvaloka-hitarthaya tustava raghunandanam/ 
krtanjaliputo bhütva cintayannadvhutam harim//23// 


Narad folded his hands in reverence and prayed to Sri Ram who enhances the bliss, 
joy and happiness of the world. He prayed for the welfare and auspiciousness of the 
entire world (23). 


em wen Bed Tet PI | Wem eun opm deed PTAA IRYII 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ^ War ĀRA aT xw afedla, weds, uda, 
Fra, St WT ae 8— ZU BT wp À fen wu = (2) 


yadekam yatparam nityam tadanantam cidatmakam/ 
yadekam vyapakam loke tadrupam cintayamyaham//24// 


Narad prayed, 'I remember that form of Sri Ram which is unique, unparalled and 
without a second, is all-pervading, all-incorporating and all-encompassing, is the best 
and most exalted, is eternal, absolute and truthful, is an embodiment/image of Gyan 
(wisdom, enlightenment, truthful knowledge, erudition and awareness) (24). 


framed famam SET SEH | 
GR effect trek wars sof 141 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] TP 31 sha a NT [4 ot fast GIA) 4 PT, 
S ws def sat d gm, ae BET, ST m ONT safe ea wem 3magn FRY) 


vijianahetum vimalayataksam prajfianarüpam svasukhaikahetum/ 
$riramacandram harimadidevam paratparam ramamaham bhajami//25// 


I worship that Sri Ram who is the cause or the essence of all sciences (or truthful 
knowledge about the ultimate reality; the word ‘science’ refers to metaphysics), is 
pure and blessed with foresight and insight, is an embodiment of (or personification) 
of Gyan, is the cause of supreme bliss of self-realisation, is the most ancient Lord (or 
is the first amongst all the Gods) and is the most exalted and most superior amongst 
them all' (25). 


aft uui yet Wee anni Sara | 
sofa Barada gta qmi east 113G 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] $H WHR gf cub mei 4 shares e eur s 
Sa wd, WT qew SIA, GAA, USRÍSTO, Sle F Sle, ahha m AUT weit 
d sem € (28) 


kavim puranam purusam purastāt sanatanam yoginamisitaram/ 
anoraniyam samanantaviryam prāņešvararh ramamasau dadar$a//26// 


When sage Narad had prayed as above, he had a divine vision of Sri Ram who is an 
honoured poet (i.e. a well-lettered and a learned being), the ‘Puran Purush’ (ancient 
hero or the Lord who has been lauded by the Purans), is the primordial essential 
elements (1.e. Sri Ram represents the 5 basic elements earth, water, fire, air and space 
from which the whole creation has evolved), is eternal, infinite, absolute and truthful, 
is majestic, stupendous, magnificent, glorious and famed, is microcosmic (as well as 
macrocosmic) in form, is of an immeasurable strength, force, prowess, potent and 
valour, and is the Lord of the creature's soul (26). 


IRE 3ATT 
area Saas seca | oft GOT AMS TH GTA TT ST IR I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] mei 3 ma ARTA, STAT, Sms ; 
areata, ma, PAE, MÅN, GARA RA Geb AT OMA È (2) | 


narada uvaca 
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narayanam jagannāthamabhirāmam jagatpatim/ kavirn puranam vāgīšarm 
ramam dasarathatmajam//27// 


Narad said, 'Oh Narayan (Vishnu), Lord of the world, the enhancer of happiness, joy, 
delight and bliss of all, the master of the world, the expert poet (i.e. one who is expert 
in literature and is a prodigious man of letters), the embodiment/personification/image 
of Purans (i.e. the one who represents all the virtues glorified by the ancient historical 
treatises called Purans), the Lord of those who are the most exalted amongst Yogis 
(ascetics), and the son of Dasrath—I bow and pay my obeisance most reverentially 
before such a Sri Ram (27). 


THe WR Beaty | gtud fader TATA SES 113 l 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] UsT TH, TITS S PCI È Mat MESIPEIEIE , 
aaa dureh, Tess, TTT d) qe, Wa UA A AT WO È (22) | 


rajarajam raghuvaram kausalyanandavardhanam/ 
bhargam varenyam visvesarn raghunatham jagadgurum//28// 


Oh King of kings, Lord Sri Ram, the most exalted member in the family descended 
from King Raghu (of Ayodhya), the enhancer of the joys of mother Kaushalya, the 
crusher and destroyer of sins, evils and misdemeanours of all kinds, the most 
splendorous and glorious one, the most excellent and exalted one, and the 
teacher/moral preceptor/guide for the entire world—I bow before you most humbly 
and reverentially (28). 


wei wegf 3m stares fay | AAA VI mue PASTA 1128 11 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] AIAST, uen, IS , SMG, Wars, 
SAT H BIT, WAT, HATS A OT mcd ae Usb ANO GRIS aT A YUM ae 
R (22) 


satyam satyapriyam Srestham jānakīvallabharn vibhum/ 
saumitripūrvajam šāntarn kamadam kamaleksanam//29// 


You are an embodiment/image/personification of truthfulness; you are the lover of 
truth and honesty; you are the most excellent and exalted being; you are the beloved 
of Janki (Sita); you are all-pervading, all-incorporating and all-encompassing; you are 
the elder brother of Laxman; you are tranquil, serene, calm and peaceful by 
temperament; you are the fulfiller of all the desires and wishes of the creature; you are 
lotus-eyed—I bow before Sri Ram most reverentially (29). 


aa vette sft GATT | MET eet Was SOMATA 1130 || 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] antec ; Ta, ŠIM, aftr, ae, STAY, AHLAT, 
TĪRI sik SETA ST IA HT 4 OA HEAT € (30)! 


adityam ravimīsānam ghrnim süryamanamayam/ 
ānandarūpiņam saumyam raghavam karuņāmayam//30// 


You are ‘Aditya’ (the sons of Aditi— the Gods, the sun, Indra, Vaaman the dwarf 
incarnation of Vishnu, the 8 Vasus), ‘Ravi’ (the sun, the fire, the leader), ‘Ishan’ 
(Lord Shiva), ‘Grhini’ (adorable), ‘Surya’ (the sun-God), ‘Anamaya’ (healthy, 
without any faults or blemishes, without any reproach), an embodiment/image of 
bliss, joy and happiness, sober and modest as well as merciful, kind and 
compassionate— bow before such a Sri Ram most humbly and reverentially (30). 


amet qund ue weno | rauf axe area stuf ATETA 1132 11 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] TTE, qq at Ad, weft m yq, ant! 4 WR, 
qum, TS aed, SAA RA mp wo Hea X (82) 


yamadagnim tapomurtim ramam parasudharinam/ 
vakpatim varadarn vacyam $ripatim paksivāhanam//31// 


(For all practical purpose, for me—) You are the son of sage Jamdagni (i.e. 
Parashuram), and as such you hold an axe; you are an image of Tapa (austerities and 
penances); you are the Lord of speech; you are a giver of boons; you are the rider of 
the legendary bird Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu; eagle/heron); you are the Lord 
of Laxmi—I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially and devotionally (31). 


sigur rH PTA | 64T goad mE 1133 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] bur: Tunt, Taa TST, TOM, far], SI 
ar pRa, Sat Toor TA a À WA Gum E (32)! 


srisarngadharinam ramam cinmayanandavigraham/ 
haladhrg-visnumisanam balaramam krpanidhim//32// 


You hold a bow called ‘Sharang’ (a bow held by Lord Vishnu); you are an image of 
eternal, supreme and truthful bliss; you hold a plough i.e. you are Balram, the elder 
brother of Lord Krishna; you are Vishnu and Ishan (Shiva); you are a personification 
of mercy, kindness and compassion—I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially 
and with utmost humility (32). 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] OT 3 fra, «ul d Tal, Han at eg mu 
aS, saa Wem Wen, g, duree mew wp aT mei a, arf sf TW Web Ñ 
WU FT E (33)! 


$rivallabham krpanatham jaganmohanamacyutam/ 
matsya-kurma-varahadi-rupadharinamavyayam//33// 


You are the beloved of Laxmi, are the Lord of compassion and are the one who keeps 
the world enthralled, are imperishable and indestructible and have assumed various 
forms such as the legendary fish, the tortoise and the boar etc.—I bow before such a 
Sri Ram most reverentially and devotionally (33). 


aged seater sey | fae ruf femp See 113% 11 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Arga EZ Wa, Wak p Wah, RTA WD NAT, 
TÄ & art, MA 4 aa A sa me: a dm a us Tes 1m À SA I 
MA mbH yo cum = (3%) 


vasudevam jagadyonimanadinidhanam harim/ 
govindam gopatim visnum gopījanamanoharam//34// 


You are also called the son of Vasudeo (Krishna), are the creator of the world, are 
without a beginning or an end, are the Lord of the cows as well as the one who has 
enchanted the heart of the cowherd maids (of Vrindavan). Your name is Govind as 
well as Vishnu—I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially and with humility 
(34). 


[By calling Lord Sri Ram as ‘Krishna’, the composer of these hymns tries to establish 
that there is no difference between Lord Sri Ram and Lord Krishna. | 


"i-re WEA | freee WW qub ATS |RU 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Tqrosrol wp fW gu, faga Wye dun Ge, 
sm spoT GET AT ATA AT AT WOT È (34) 


go-gopalaparivaram gopakanya-samavrtam/ 
vidyutpufijapratika$am ramam krsnam jaganmayam//35// 


Surrounded by cowherd boys and milkmaid girls in your manifestation as Lord 
Krishna, your radiance is like the dazzle of electric. You pervade in the whole world 
(i.e. you are omnipresent). I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially (35). 


438 


MTT USAT AT, | TST FO aS fW 1138 II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] A fast! aTa Tt ai omui a fm zu, asi smi Ñ 
Wait, Hes $ Ga GET aS, ATi s zesr qvi mci mS e (38)! 


go-gopika-samakirnam venuvadana-tatparam/ 
kāmarūpam kalavantam kāminī-kāmadam vibhum//36// 


Oh Vibho (omnipotent, almighty, omnipresent Lord; an epithet for Lord Vishnu)! 
Being surrounded by cowherd boys and girls (during your manifestation as Lord 
Krishna), you play the flute expertly. You are as beautiful and enchanting as Kamdeo- 
cupid. You fulfill the desires of charming women’. (36). 

[ It is believed that all the women-folk of Janakpur, the birthplace of Sita who 
was the consort of Lord Ram, of Ayodhya, the capital city of the Lord himself, and 
the countless other women-folk of the villages through which Lord Ram had passed 
on his way to the forest exile, and of the many other lands where he visited during his 
lifetime, were so charmed by the Lord's bewitching beauty and attractiveness, by his 
excellent manners and noble bearing that he endeared himself to all of them, and they 
wished that some day they would have a chance to be close to the Lord and enjoy his 
company. To fulfill their desires, when Lord Ram came down to the world in his next 
incarnation as Lord Krishna, all these women became ladies during his time and 
enjoyed uninhibited access to the Lord. Some became young milkmaid girls of 
Vrindavan who played with Krishna during his childhood days as close friends of his; 
some became elder ladies who would show show their love and affection for the Lord 
by pampering Krishna with a lot of motherly love as if he were their own son.] 


HAI ATA As He | SE $e ster AATE TU 1139 di 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] FAA (TACs) TST, Baa, WING, AH AST, 
ahr, fax, th car sia, Tre war ahs aT YUM g E (3)! 


manmatham mathuranatham madhavam makaradhvajam/ 
Sridharam $rikaram srisam Srinivasam paratparam//37// 


You are the personification of ‘Manmath’ (Kamdeo-cupid) and are the Lord of 
Mathura (i.e. Lord Krishna). You are known by the names of Madhav, Makardwaj, 
Sridhar, Srikar, Srisha and Sriniwas (which are the various names of Lord Vishnu). 
You are the supreme and most exalted Lord—I bow before such a Sri Ram most 
reverentially'. (37). 

['It ought to be noted here that this prayer is dedicated to Lord Ram, and 
therefore it is he who is being honoured in the form of Krishna. Remember: Both 
Lord Ram and Lord Krishna were manifestations of the same Supreme Being called 
Vishnu or the Viraat Purush. Lord Vishnu revealed himself at different times and 
ages, assuming different names and forms in these manifestations. ] 
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sb pud we fengfd ufu | udesse dM gzemaāttum 113 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] YATT, qeatatd, Tā, fadā Tar Sfr, a ga 
fam, TS Tas 4 uen A wp d YUM Gu E (3C)| 


bhitesam bhüpatim bhadram vibhūtirn bhütibhüsanam/ 
sarvaduhkhaharam viram dustadanavavairinam//38// 


You are the Lord of the five basic elements (earth, water, fire, wind and space which 
are the building blocks of creation), are the Lord of the earth, are a noble gentleman, 
are majestic, glorious, magnificent, stupendous and almighty, are the adornment of 
the world (i.e. your noble virtues are like an ornament which adorns the world), are 
the destroyer of all sorrows, distresses, miseries, troubles and tribulations, and are the 
slayer of demons (representing evil forces in the world)—I bow before such a Sri 
Ram most reverentially and devotionally (38). 


ASE Terre werd chery | faepe fred wur SANET 13811 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] DIES Ed TUNI, diam, uds : Tada IT ain 
ae ot aft, fer ws emerue ARTA FT TTA $ (39)! 


Srīnrsinharn mahabahum mahantarn diptatejasam/ 
cidanandamayam nityam pranavam jyotirupinam//39// 


You had assumed the form of ‘Narsingh’ (half lion, half man incarnation of Vishnu 
for the benefit of his child devotee Prahalad). You have long arms, are the supreme 
and most exalted being, are glorious, majestic and splendorous, are an 
embodiment/image of Gyan and bliss, and are eternal, infinite and represented by the 
seed/root word ‘Ra’ (which is called the Tarak Mantra and fully described in Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad)—I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially and with 
humility (39). 


STĒKRMSO TA Pima | aes Tae TTS dno || 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] yis Ñ ferra, fafyaa aÍ Tae qm, Wei ml 
SRI QUÉ pA ae, mue Aa aM SM Gg AT WMA P (Wo) | 


adityamandalagatam ni$citartha-svarüpinam/ 
bhaktapriyam padmanetram bhaktanamipsitapradam//40// 
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You are present in the sky like the Sun (and therefore are as splendorous and radiant 
as well as magnificent and majestic as the Sun); you are the absolute truth and 
irrefutable reality; you are the fulfiller of the wishes of your devotees and are lotus- 
eyed—I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially and devotionally (40). 


areas FO repe arora | ered uum [rcraqueewwq gi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3111 SIN 4 ya (AT), ronf, PR AT 3 
sepa, watt d fra, Riera wx fsa, Aaa wd frag È (v2)! 


kaušalyeyarn kalamürtim kakutstham kamalapriyam/ 
sinhasane samasinam nityavratamakalmasam//41// 


You (Sri Ram) are the son of Kaushalaya, are a personified form of the many 
fascinating and mysterious virtues of creation known as Kalaa (i.e. the different 
aspects of creation; here meaning that the Lord is capable of performing maverick 
tricks, and his sporting activities are mysterious), are born in the clan of Kukustha, are 
dear to Laxmi, are seated on a throne, are eternally steadfast on your righteous path, 
vows and promises, are sinless and without any reproach (41). 


feats red aena | Bae BAST TATER, 1162 |i 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] STT fants 4 seat fra, Hart, um Wedtad ad, 
"m È TAU Us Tart aa ase H Te È (62)! 


vi$vamitrapriyam dantam svadaraniyatavratam/ 
yajhesam yajfiapurusarn yajnapalanatatparam//42// 


You are very dear to sage Vishwamitra, are self-restrained, are faithful and committed 


to your wife, are the chief patron of fire sacrifices and their Lord, and are very eager 
to protect and uphold the sanctity of such fire sacrifices (42). 


HT fuper TOMI aa | Ta MTS (AKTA 13 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3111 cT TNT, wey ted (at AY ar stat are), 
ZRUI T4, AA FORT H AH dem fatto ar at 441 ares È (v3) 


satyasandham jitakrodham Saranagata-vatsalam/ 
sarvaklešāpaharaņam vibhisanavarapradam//43// 


You are committed to truthfulness, are without a trace of anger and vengeance (or are 
the conqueror of this trait), are the protector of those who have come to take 
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refuge/shelter in your feet, are the eliminator and destroyer of all sorrows, miseries, 
troubles and tribulations, and are the one who had blessed Vibhishan (even though he 
was a demon and a betrayer of his own brother Ravana) (43). 


amagi d are PĒTA | are aR wppaferegew uv 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3111 Wau al md ae, TIFN, S, sf AH 
Sep $ uen, ale wp TĀ ae ag gia & shod wes 4 ae Z1 a Sh Wl 
Hu wsm È (4%)| 


dasagrivaharam raudram kesavam kesimardanam/ 
balipramathanam viram sugrivepsitarajyadam//44// 


You are the slayer of the 10-headed Ravana as well as of the most terrible ogre called 
Keshi. You are called Keshav because you have slayed a demon by that name. You 
had also killed the brave Baali (the monkey king of Kishkindha) and had bestowed the 
kingdom to Sugriv (the younger brother of Baali) (44). 


Roar eag fad FRA | ys Wed OT ae TERT wu | 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] T, AX ud aei uU Ufa, ega H STI fra, 
YE Ud FAST, WAT WT TASS, TAS Wt a È memes SD at AT 
TTF È y) 


nara-vānara-devaiśca sevitam hanumatpriyam/ 
Suddham süksmam param santam tarakam brahmarüpinam//45// 


You are served by men, monkeys as well as by the Gods. You are very dear to 
Hanuman, are pure and microcosmic in form (as the soul of the creature), are most 
tranquil, peaceful and serene by temperament, are an image of the supreme Brahm, 
and are the liberator and the one who provides deliverance to all the creatures. I bow 
before such a Sri Ram most reverentially and humbly (45). 


Taare Tat uns | WeennsrndH Pier Wed: MA IS 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] at mA Ñ sm amg À fasta, at di SII, 
TAM, FAST SRO 4 Hal us maa wa SA aT AT YUM È (wa) | 


sarvabhutatma-bhutastham sarvadharam sanatanam/ 
sarvakaranakartaram nidanam prakrteh param//46// 
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You are present in all the creatures as their Atma (soul), are the very foundation on 
which everything rests, are the truthful, infinite, eternal and absolute reality, are the 
root of all causes and reasons, are beyond the realm or reach of Maya (delusions) and 
are the supreme Being—I bow to such a Sri Ram most reverentially and devotionally 
(46). 


fred furum fui Peay | Acad freed quu: TA |Meli 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ime, SPI naf, frem, Aa, 
amA, ST Ēd, aaa ws ste a a wp Ā oa wur € (wy) 


niramayam nirabhasam niravadyam nirañjanam/ 
nityanandam nirakaramadvaitam tamasah param//47// 


You are disease free (i.e. none of the countless worldly faults and shortcomings ever 
affects you). Your primary cosmic form is unmanifest, invisible and imperceptible. 
You are without any attributes; you are pure, holy and divine; you are eternal and 
infinite; you are an image of bliss, joy and happiness; you are without any form; you 
are unique, unmatched and unparalleled; and you are free from the taint of ignorance 
and delusions—I bow before such a Sri Ram reverentially and devotionally (47). 


TR wed Gare fuere | Are fear fred WUTHIÉ TEMA 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Sat Ñ 93, TAWA, WI, SAS BIN FATT, 
wars SA wp HA Wem Wege ud AR WO wu € (4C)I 


paratparataram tattvam satyanandam cidatmakam/ 
manasa Sirasa nityam pranamami raghüttamam//48// 


You are the first among equals and the best amongst the exalted ones, are an 
embodiment of the essence of knowledge, are the absolute, irrefutable and universal 
Truth, are an image of bliss as well as of Gyan, and are the best in the clan of Raghu. I 
bow before you most reverentially daily and regularly with my head and heart (i.e. I 
give my respects and pay my obeisance to you with my mind, intellect and heart, most 
sincerely, fully and devotionally) (48). 


gims Te xf quU quede edge (mai 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] a Tso 4 qupd fera, dia wfed, ANS ma, 
ST TT qe cb per Howe KIA ar A os arī x (WR) 


suryamandalamadhyastham rāmam sītāsamanvitam/ 
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namami pundarikaksamameyam gurutatparam//49// 


You are symbolically established in the centre of the Sun (i.e. you are surrounded by a 
divine and glorious halo which is as splendorous as the radiance of the sun), are 
accompanied by Sita, are lotus-eyed, are measureless, immense and limitless, and are 
always eager and diligent in the service of your Guru (moral preceptor and teacher). I 
bow before such a Sri Ram reverentially and devotionally (49). 


His] Team SAAT cua AA: | TAISST MATU AEAT de II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] suae 4 wart ages TM Wt wb STD Ba 
ae TA A È YUM Gu E (4o)! 


namo’stu vasudevaya jyotisam pataye namah/ 
namo'stu ramadevaya jagadanandarüpine//50// 


I most reverentially and with humility bow to Vasudeo who is the Lord of light. 
[Here, light refers to glow of enlightenment, wisdom, knowledge, erudition.] 

I bow again before Sri Ram who bestows happiness to the world and is an image 
of happiness and bliss himself (50). 


TA Werder uif sere | AITU ARAA di 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3111 dard VITA, Teac, ant, AAA S7 AT 
3 ved, Word Ht wat PA aS P (42)! 


namo vedantanisthaya yogine brahmavadine/ 
mayamayanirasaya prasannajanasevine//51// 


You are an expert and a strict follower of the tenets and maxims enunciated in Vedant 
(Upanishads), are an exponent of the knowledge of Brahm (the ultimate, supreme, 
absolute, irrefutable, incontrovertible reality and the universal truth) as well as are an 
erudite Yogi (ascetic), are both engulfed by Maya (i.e. engrossed and involved in 
delusionary activities) and free from it or its influence at the same time, and are the 
protector of those who have sought your refuge and shelter (51). 


FMS FEMA WUS—EqIUS—HUS4H | SIRI TATA [di 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] I9 qd HAR 8TH cp WH PA WS, Waal 4 wed 
4 SAS A ISH aS ARTA HT A WMA Fea = (42)! 


vandamahe mahesanam canda-kodanda-khandanam/ 
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janakihrdayananda-varddhanam raghunandanam//52// 


I praise him who had broken the strong bow of Lord Shiva (at Janakpur in order to 
marry Sita) and had enhanced the pleasure and happiness of Sita's heart by doing so 
(52). 


SCpCOIHO—RPIHOITOSO—TTHTT TATA TAT AETA XTHTGTR | 
USCA SA Gana THIS WHS FS WW: 1143 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] facra. FAG d TAA Vaal ae, HAT 4 
Wa, HAMS È A HT SA aS, I unge STO, MA zb sca wey, TTU d 
Ta, AÑ HAM Wat H Cu H AM, GIR H Get ow fau om fou wre wot, 
wae H Say TA aT A YUM ae E (43)! 


utphullamala-komalotpaladala-Syamaya ramaya te kamaya 
pramadamanoharagunagramaya ramatmane/ 
yogārūdha-munīndra-mānasasaro hansāya sansaravidhvansaya sphuradojase 
raghukulottansaya punse namah//53// 


I reverentially bow before him (Sri Ram) who has a dark complexion like that of a 
fully blooming lotus flower, is like Kamdeo-cupid in enchanting/enthralling the mind 
and heart of beautiful women, is a treasury of virtues, is the Atma/soul of all the 
creatures, is ever engrossed/involved in Yoga (mediation), is like a swan floating in 
the lake-like heart of sages and seers, have revealed himself for the destruction of evil 
forces in this world and is the best in the clan of Raghu (53). 


ware efr aa ITSO GTA | 
Faas Has FA TH TAT: WMT GY I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] sid 4 Sot WH, -Am Ñ AS, a, „a ud 
ata 4 TAA ya ae, ait mA 4 src wes wa fae 1 RM WD Sm 
ed Sa WUTH Gum  (ux)| 


bhavo/vam vedavidam varisthamadityam-candranalasuprabhavam/ 
sarvatmakam sarvajagatsvarupam namami ramam tamasah parastat//54// 


I reverentially bow before Sri Ram who is the source of all the creation, is the best 
amongst those who are experts in the knowledge of the Vedas, is as majestic, 
stupendous, splendorous, radiant, potent and powerful as the Sun, the Moon and the 
Fire, is present in the form of Atma/soul of all the creatures as well as of the world at 
large (i.e. both at the micro as well as the macro level). I do so with proper awareness, 
devoid of any darkness cast by ignorance and with full consciousness of the truth and 
reality (54). 


445 


Pras fura ft fanu femora | 
fied qa faf cared faci TARE STAT du 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] FRSA, aia, sar Ra, saa A, HoT TN 
yaa X fed, Aa, da aa fase fa ar Se aT À a «T = (4u)| 


nirafijanam nispratimam nirīham nira$rayam niskalamaprapaficam/ 
nityam dhruvam nirvisayam svarüpam nirantaram ramamaham bhajami//55// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is ‘Niranjan’ (divine, holy, pure, 
faultless, blemish-less, dispassionate), is without any image or form, is without any 
desires or wants, is without any need for taking refuge, shelter or help from anyone 
else, is without any fraction or part and is also without any deceit, falsehood, 
imposterings and concealments. He is eternal, truthful, steadfast, absolute, infinite and 
without any yearnings for pleasures of the sense organs pertaining to this 
materialistic, artificial, entrapping and deluding mundane world (55). 


Tae sme d aH AHS | 
waft yours ery TA emīram 1148 I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] YIRE AK cp UR PA A fou Test WD, 
Wd HIS We, TH c fuu, qa Hd cos $ GM, GaGa disi VaR om 
mitra & cart, dared ge m am us Gare ppm feu da 4 uum a ow 
OSH um = (48) | 


bhavabdhipotam bharatagrajam tam bhaktapriyam bhanukulapradipam/ 
bhutatrinatham bhuvanadhipatyam bhajami ramam bhavarogavaidyam//56// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is like a ship or boat to cross 
over this world-like ocean, is the elder brother of Bharat, is most dear to his devotees, 
is like a lighted lamp in the Sun-race, is the Lord of the three categories of creatures 
classified on the basis of the three classes of characteristics possessed by them called 
Sata, Raja and Tama respectively, is the master of the household represented by this 
world, and who is like a doctor for the treatment of the disease represented by all the 
problems associated with this world (56). 


[(i) The three characteristic qualities described above are the basic temperaments of 
the creature which segregates them into 3 classes as follows—Sata (the noblest 
quality in a creature marked by noble thoughts and actions), Raja (the medium quality 
marked by worldly desires and passions) and Tama (the most lowly characteristic 
marked by propensity towards sins, evils, vices, immorality etc.). (ii) The diseases 
that afflict a creature in this world are—Daivik (fears pertaining to malignant stars 


446 


and Gods), Daihik (fears pertaining to various ailments of the body) and Bhautik 
(fears pertaining to the myriad problems associated to this mundane world).] 


gaitu ue wed fread une | 
ue frd MATA SWUS GA WARS TSA die 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] AAE ATA EJ Tart, RES Ñ TR, UEST, 
aed, Ra, WA SST, WOT IHS, TAT We" a SA aT À A TT È 
(4) | 


sarvadhipatyam samarangadhiram satyam cidanandamayam svarūpam/ 
satyarh Sivam sāntamayarh Saranyam sanatanam rāmamaham bhajami//57// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is the Lord of the entire 
creation— both animate as well as inanimate, is serious and steadfast during war, is 
an embodiment of supreme and eternal bliss, joy and happiness, is the ultimate truth 
and reality, is Shiva (truth and beauty personified), is an image of peace and 
tranquility, is the benefactor of and benevolent, magnanimous and benign towards 
those who have taken his refuge, and is the eternal and most ancient *Purush' (or the 
legendary Viraat Purush representing the male aspect of Nature) (57). 


are PRATER wd TOT HATTA | 
HAR HOTA d HIG WANE SNT duci 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] PTT, ara Ud Karas, STR pA, TYUTĻES, 
FAO $ UA IS AT DO, MANTA Se wat 4 sī Ura, PEA AUT 
Haga È TAM RTA aT À we TT = (uC)I 


karyam kriyakaranamaprameyam kavim puranam kamalayataksam/ 
kumaravedyam karunamayam tam kalpadrumam ramamaham bhajami//58// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who personifies the cause, the action 
or deeds and the reward of such actions or deeds undertaken by a creature, who is 
limitless, measureless and without any parameters, who is a poet par excellence (i.e. 
well-lettered, scholarly and erudite), who is the legendary male mentioned in the 
ancient text called ‘Purans’, who is the one who has broad lotus-like eyes, who is 
worthy to be realised, adored and revered by exalted sages such as Sanat Kumar, who 
is like an image or personification of mercy, grace and compassion, and who is like 
the Kalpa-tree (the ever-green, all wish-fulfilling tree of Gods) for the purpose of 
fulfilment of all my wishes (58). 


dere Teed CHA exu | 
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maS qe Gt GA WANS TST 1148 I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] fra 4 vam, ques, eq WWW, aay (TH 
wot) & feast, stead TR, da fafa, carat $ am, gare, RT a H sen 
FIT e (48) 


trailokyanatham sarasiruhaksam dayanidhim dvandvavinasahetum/ 
mahabalam vedanidhim suresarh sanatanam ramamaham bhajami//59// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is the Lord of the three worlds 
(i.e. the terrestrial, the celestial and the subterranean worlds; or the entire cosmos), is 
lotus-eyed, is an ocean of mercy, kindness and compassion, is the destroyer of all 
confusions, perplexities, doubts and confoundness pertaining to the artificial and 
deluding world, is most valorous, valiant and glorious, is a treasury of the knowledge 
contained in the Vedas, is the Lord of Gods, and is eternal, infinite, truthful and 
ancient Being (59). 


Sera Afarif Taa m TATA | 
ST AoA TU WH WU: META di&o | 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Ser EUU SIA ana, pA, C PHI 4 
aR- ēd, su, smfeqww, strat ow srfquu, Fao, uaweu Wem ST 
St stra À fed TW at Ā YUM wur É (Go) 


vedantavedyam kavimisitaramanadimadhyantamacintyamadyam/ 
agocaram nirmalamekarūparn namami ramam tamasah parastat//60// 


I bow most reverentially and devotionally to Sri Ram who is realised and understood 
through the knowledge given by Vedanta (Upanishads), is a poet par excellence (i.e. 
erudite, scholarly, wise and well-lettered), is endowed with fame, majesty, power and 
glory, is without a beginning, a middle or an end, is beyond comprehension (i.e. 
beyond the imagination, reach and grasp of the mind and intellect), is the most ancient 
first and primary Purush (i.e. the first male aspect of creation), is not the subject that 
can be understood or grasped or perceived by the sense organs of the creature, is pure, 
uncorrupt and blemish free, is non-dual and of only one form and shape (i.e. is 
indivisible and unfractionable) and is without any hint of darkness caused by 
ignorance (i.e. is most wise, sagacious, erudite, knowledgeable and enlightened) (60). 


an-A SL FOP AT ATE | 
STRA AT WI NHÉ ASMP 118 1 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] HH deb ud 37 rH T x wed, ST Ue Wis 
ae, sper, eR, fau, st ATA are, E Jeu, STR, aA Us Ye wey, Ma Ff 
areas RTA at Ar umm È (82)! 


asesa-vedatmakamadisanjnamajam harim visnumanantamadyam/ 
apārasanvitsukhamekarūpam paratparam ramamaham bhajami//61// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is an image or personification of 
all the Vedas and other holy scriptures, has the attributes such as ‘being without a 
beginning and an end’, who is without a birth (and, therefore, without a death), has 
various names such as Hari, Vishnu, Anant (literally, one without an end), is the first 
and most ancient Purush (i.e. the first male of the creation), is fathomless and has no 
end (i.e. it is not possible to see his ‘other end’), is an image of Gyan as well as of 
bliss and happiness, is the best amongst those who are exalted, and is the Supreme 
Being (61). 


ASU ed Gut dm (aaa | 
enfe TAMSPU fate TE son |6211 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] TAST, YTAN, aad dup ERI UTC Pep at ORT 
ee ae, ymer d fen, faa Foy, worst sf ar A aS Hee € (G2)! 


tattvasvarüpam purusam puranam svatejasa puritavisvamekam/ 
rajadhirajam ravimandalastham visvesvaram ramamaham bhajāmi//62// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is the essence of metaphysics 
and spiritualism personified, is the first and most ancient male (Purush) mentioned in 
the Purans, is the one who illuminates the whole world by his glory and divine light 
like the sun lights up the world, is present in the centre of the Sun (i.e. is surrounded 
by a divine, majestic and splendorous halo resembling the radiance of the Sun), is the 
Lord of the world, and is the Emperor amongst Kings (62). 


SrA TIGRA eR free aeu | 
smeared enam WIE WA WES KET 1183 l 
[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] std al sm HA ATG, pA qd; a, ss 


qd; GET, gR ud Fad m À A sm TO, Wer A 4 wart, sai Yt 
aT À wed, PAN 4 ses wary RIM at ĀRA È (&3)1 


lokābhirāmarn raghuvansanatham harim cidanandamayam mukundam/ 
asesavidyadhipatim kavindram namami ramam tamasah parastat//63// 
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I bow most reverentially before Sri Ram who enchants the whole world by his 
stupendous beauty, his wonderful virtues, his glorious characters and his magnificent 
charm (i.e. he is the one who bestows happiness to the world by his mere presence), is 
the Lord of Raghu’s clan, is an image/embodiment of bliss, joy and happiness, is 
called ‘Hari and Mukund’ (one of the various names of Vishnu), is the Lord of all 
‘Vidya’ (knowledge, skill, science, art, craft, expertise etc.), is devoid of ignorance 
created darkness (and, therefore, is most wise, knowledgeable, erudite, sagacious, 
enlightened and expert), and is the best amongst poets (i.e. is most honoured and 
respected amongst those who are well educated, well read, proficient in the languages 
and well-lettered) (63). 


T4 Gee auri aoa | 
TAS  sm RATA Ti AAA: Wem GY 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ui 4 sms ; Were À afa, fds an a ea 
mea, Aa, FAR ow a, Ta H GA e, qu up wi ea sa Ei 
aya À a) she at AT wos È (ay) 


yogindrasanghai$ca susevyamanam narayanam nirmalamadidevam/ 
natosmi nityam jagadekanathamadityavarnam tamasah parastat//64// 


I bow most reverentially before Sri Ram who is the best amongst Yogis (ascetics), is 
served by great souls, is pure and uncorrupt, is the ancient and primordial ‘Narayan’, 
is eternal, imperishable and constant, is the Lord of the world, is as splendorous, 
magnificent and glorious as the Sun, and is beyond the reach of ignorance (i.e. 
ignorance does not touch him; ignorance has not being able to cast its dark shadow on 
him) (64). 


Ayn forget feuref reru: PSST | 
ATR TT sued TAS ATA dui 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] fasta Ware, fae a TART, fears a SM, TTE 
qd; WS, SR, WHS 4 IT, src, ser, sas af us vera sh wp d 
WS GI E (&u)I 


vibhütidam vi$vasrjam virajam rajendramisam raghuvansanatham/ 
acintyamavyaktamanantamürtim jyotirmayam ramamaham bhajami//65// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who bestows ‘Vibhuti’ (majesty, 
glory, pomp, circumstance, magnificence, fame, powers, prosperity, fortunes, 
grandeur and other noble, praise worthy and divine faculties), is the creator of the 
whole cosmos, is the final resting place for the creature and its soul, is the Emperor of 
kings, is the Lord of Raghu's clan, is beyond the imagination and thought processes of 
the mind and intellect, is beyond description (i.e. the speech is incompetent to 
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describe or tell anything about him), is without an end, and is self-illuminated (i.e. is 
an image of glorious and divine light) (65). 


STS M— HR —A g quiet | 
mÀ TAS: Weare faqs ATA 166 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] SMT $ UM foot & wea, sfēru xau, 
Wagan Us Acad, wf È TR, sae, War AO Us ATT Sed 
ĀRA ar 4 aS At 4 (68) | 


asesa-sansara-vikarahinamadityagam pUrnasukhabhiramam/ 
samastasaksim tamasah parastannarayanam visnumaham bhajami//66// 


I worship and most reverentially adore Sri Ram who is free from all the faults, 
shortcomings, blemishes, vices and evils associated with this world, is like the 
glorious and splendorous Sun, is the bestower of all happiness, joy and bliss, is the 
witness for all, is without any darkness symbolising ignorance, and is Lord Vishnu 
and Narain (the sustainer) himself (66). 


Te tipiem Hott PeT | 


TI eg Ufas TH UA Medi ETT Ie [i 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] TSA P 811 STR Tad wa AAA TAT, Wt 
HAT AS, Hos, WT ws cry ferre, Ast FH sre, weer, Wenp d at 
Ter War ARs al AT TAER P (GL) 


munindraguhyam paripūrņakāmam kalānidhirn kalmasanāšahetum/ 
paratparam yatparamam pavitrarn namāmi rāmarn mahato mahāntam//67// 


I bow most reverentially to Sri Ram who is so mysterious that only exalted and 
erudite sages and seers are able to know or realise and experience about him, who is 
fully contented (1.e. he has no desires, wishes, yearnings etc.), who is a treasure of all 
arts, crafts, skills and expertise, who is the destroyer of sins and misdeeds and their 
integrated effects, who is the best amongst the most exalted ones, who is the most 
pure and holy entity, who is a supreme Being and who is greater than the greatest of 
Lords (67). 


Tal fam KU Gap aaan | aa- mda ga WA! 1E 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] @ TAA! sem, fam, xz, Safe Gatī, a enfe 
We, TA "db UH mp eb (aC)I 
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brahma visnusca ruficasca devenfico devatastatha/ 
adityadi-grahascaiva tvameva raghunandana! //68// 


Oh Raghunandan (Lord Sri Ram)! It is you who are present in myriad forms such as 
that of Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer), Shiva (the annihilator), Indra (the 
king of Gods), all other Gods, the Sun and other planets of the solar system etc. (68). 


are aa: RET: Teas Feder | RT ETT mH ARTT: 118 I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 14 qual, xf, fag, We, FETT, SAUT, ae, 
Um, qup dar wat wt afeat T È (S) 


tapasa rsayah siddhah sadhyasca marutastatha/ 
vipra vedastatha yajnah purana-dharmasanhitah//69// 


You are a personification of those who do severe Tapa (austerities and penances) as 
well as of the Rishis (sages and seers) and Siddhas (mystics, the expert ones, the 
attained ones). You are the object of worship called ‘Saadhya’; you are the various 
*Maruts' (i.e. the vital life giving forces of wind), the Brahmins (the learned and wise 
class of people), the Vedas (representing the scriptures), the *Yagyas' (religious 
sacrifices), the Purans (the ancient mythological treatises), the various other treatises 
called ‘Sanghitas of Dharma’ (i.e. the scriptural explanatory volumes which enshrine 
the elaborate tenets of righteousness, probity, propriety and noble conduct) (69). 


aniseed wat avteateata a | U24 — Tal fesurer fenmeme: Iwo || 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] STT AK quf, AR 3TETH, Tt, aa, Tas, WW, 
amet ak femme m BT At È (Go)! 


varnasramastatha dharma varnadharmastathaiva ca / 
yaksha rakshasa gandharva dikpala diggajadayah // 70 // 


You are a personification of the four ‘Varnas’ (1.e. the four segments in which the 
society has been traditionally classified by the scriptures; these classes are Brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras), the four ‘Ashrams’ (i.e. the four periods of life in 
which a person’s age is divided into; Brahmacharaya, Grishastha, Vanprastha and 
Sanyas) as well as of Dharma (i.e. righteousness, probity, propriety, noble and 
virtuous conduct and thoughts), "Yaksha” (demi-Gods, the guards of Kuber's 
treasures), demons, ‘Gandharvas’ (demi-Gods; celestial musicians), “Diggaj’ (the 
eight mythological elephants who hold the earth aloft at eight strategic points; the 
word means one who holds the earth), *Digpals' (the custodians of the corners of the 
world) etc.—all of them are but various manifestations of your one, indivisible true 
self, i.e. they are none other than you in your myriad forms (70). 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] EE Ñ JS, m xf, sms ag, dii are Ud 
UREN BE Smp wb (2) 


sanakādi-munišresthāāstvameva raghupungava! / 
vasavostau trayah kala rufica ekadasa smrtah//71// 


Sages Sankadi and others who are the best amongst the sages, the eight Vasus', the 
three Kaals? and the eleven Rudras’ are none other than you (71). 


[The 8 Vasus are the following— The eight Vasus are the patron Gods who provide 
succour and a dwelling place for the whole creation. They symbolise those primary 
necessities of life without which existence is not possible. They are— (1) Kuber (the 
God of wealth and prosperity), (ii) the Sun God (who provides energy and food) and 
his rays and radiance (i.e. sunlight and the energy that it provides), (iii) Shiva (the 
concluder or annihilator of the creation), (iv) Vishnu (the sustainer), (v) the Water 
God (called Varun), (vi) the Fire God (called Agni), (vii) any body of water such as a 
pond, a river etc., and (viii) holy and pious people (who give advice and guidance to 
the creatures of the creation). 

According to Brihad Aranyak Upanishad 3/9/3, the Vasus are the following— 
Fire, Earth, Air, Antariksha (the space of the solar system), Aditya (Sun), Duloka 
(heavens), the Moon, and the Nakshatras (the stars and the planets). 

According to Purans, the eight Vasus are the following—Dhruv, Dhar, 
Som/Soma (the sap of an elixir-providing plant called Som/Soma which is used 
during religious ceremonies as sanctified liquid offered to the Gods; it is white in 
colour and is said to be stored in the moon), Aapha (water), Anil (wind), Anal (fire), 
Pratush and Prabhaas. 

These eight Vasus are the semi-Gods who symbolise the various types of 
assets needed to sustain this world. They therefore represent such assets as jewels, 
precious stones and gems, gold and other forms of wealth and property. Vasus also 
refers to the fire and water elements as well as their grosser forms as the terrestrial fire 
and water bodies such as ponds and lakes; to the virtue of radiance, splendour and 
glory; to the ray of light; to Kuber (the treasurer of Gods), Shiva, Sun, Vishnu, and a 
simple and pious gentleman. 

The Ekakchar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 7, says that 
these Vasus are manifestations of Brahm in order to provide the creation with the 
necessities of life. 

The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Kandika (Canto) 1 
says that the Vasus were created in the beginning of creation from the first Matra ‘A’ 
of OM representing the first leg of the supreme Brahm along with Brahma the creator, 
the Rig Veda, the Gayatri Chand and the Grahapatya Agni. 

The Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Brahman 4, verse no. 16 lists 
the eight Vasus as follows—Ghar, Dhruv, Soma, Kripa, Anil, Anal, Pratyush and 
Prabhash. [The Vasus are the personified forms of the essential things that the 
supreme Creator created in this world so that the forthcoming creation would be well 
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provided for and its essential needs taken care of. Some of these essentials were Fire 
(‘Anal’) that gave light, heat and energy, Air (‘Anil’) that breathed life into the 
creature's body and prevented suffocation, Water that acted as the soothing balm, the 
lubricating liquid and the nectar of life (‘Soma’), a dwelling (a ‘Ghar’), whether it was 
a cave, a crevice, a tree branch or a mud hut that the creature needed for its residence 
and protection against the vagaries of Nature, the virtue of compassion and kindness 
(‘Kripa’) to let one's neighbour too live and enjoy life to the full, and so on and so 
forth. These were the 'assets' that were personified as various Gods named here.] 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, 
verse no. 3 says that the Vasus, along with the Rudras and Adityas etc., were born out 
of the third step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh 
was revealed to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the 
process of creation. 

The Devi Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 4 says that the 
Vasus are manifestations of the Mother Goddess, who actually represents the 
dynamism of the supreme transcendental Brahm, the Supreme Being. The Goddess is 
the energy, authority and powers of Brahm that are employed by the latter to create 
and control this creation, both at the macrocosmic level as well as the microcosmic 
level. 

The Vasu is this dynamism of Brahm revealed at the macrocosmic level. 

The Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 5, verse no. 4/32 
says that the Vasus are none but manifestations of Lord Ram who himself is the 
supreme transcendental Brahm himself. 


"The 3 Kaals are the three phases of time, viz. the past, the present and the future. 


?The 11 Rudras— The eleven Rudras are actually eleven subtle forms of Lord Shiva. 
According to the Srimad Bhagvat, 3/12/12, they are in the forms of Gods as follows— 
(i) Mannu, (ii) Manu, (iii) Mahinas, (iv) Mahaan, (v) Shiva, (vi) Ritdwaj, (vii) 
Ugraretaa, (viii) Bhav, (ix) Kaal, (x) Vaamdeo, and (xi) Dhritvrat. The eleven Rudras 
appear in Rig Veda 1/43/1, and Taiteriya Brahman 3/4/9/7. They are regarded as the 
father of the Wind God or the Maruts (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). The word Rudra literally 
means one who is angry, terrible and wrathful. Amongst the Rudras, Lord Shiva is 
regarded as the most senior and enlightened. 

According to Vishnu Puran, Ansha (Part) 1, Canto 8, verse nos. 1-11, when 
the creator Brahma wished to create a son in his own likeness, a child with a blue 
(purple) tone of the skin (resembling the colour of the sky) was born. The infant 
began crying aloud and running here and there. At his behaviour, Brahma named the 
child *Rudra'—one who cries aloud and causes a nuisance. The child cried again and 
again seven times, and to calm him down Brahma gave him newer names. 

This is how the word ‘Rudra’ originated. The other names are Bhava, Sharva, 
Ishaan, Pashupati, Bhim, Ugra and Mahaadev. The other names are Lohitaanga, 
Manojavaa and Skanda. 

According to Shiva Puran, Rudra Sanhita, 18/20-27, Lord Shiva assumed the 
form of eleven sons of sage Kashyap and his wife Surabhi to fulfill their wish. The 
names of these eleven manifestations of Shiva are the following—Kapaali, Pingal 
Bhim, Virupaaksha, Vilohit, Shaastaa, Ajapad, Ahir-burdhanya, Shambhu, Chanda 
and Bhava. 
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The various other names assigned to the eleven Rudras according to different 
Purans are the following—Har, Bahuroop, Trayambak, Aparaajeet, Shambhu, 
Vrishakapi, Kapardi, Raivat, Mrigvyadh, Sharva, and Kapaali.] 


ATT uses a cH Ta! | TST: GAS AMT ASIA EHI |1921 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] @ WA GR)! ART, eet femme, rdi fa, 
age, wda, ddl, gar ane wa wat H amy wb (2)! 


tārakā dašadik caiva tvameva raghunandana! / 
saptadvipah samudrasca naga nadyastatha drumah//72// 


Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! The stars, the ten directions’, the seven continents, the 
oceans, the mountains, the rivers, the trees, the snakes and other reptiles—all of them 


are your varied forms (or you have revealed yourself in all these myriad forms) (72). 


[The 10 directions are the following—north, north-east, east, south-east, south, 
south-west, west, north-west, top (Zenith) and bottom (nadir).] 


SI vga da Wass! | da—fdde—A7 MT wen ada eid 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] [4 Aah! wm sn, ča, add, Hd ud 
Twat qa amp b? (o3)! 


sthavara jangama$caiva tvameva raghunayaka! / 
deva-tiryan-manusyanam dānavānām tathaiva ca//73// 


Oh Raghunayak (literally, the leader of the Raghu's clan)! The animate as well as the 


inanimate world, the Gods, the demons, the humans, the animal and the birds—all of 
them are but your various forms (73). 


ma frat Tar ATT He Waco! | ade cd T ga cen adda fe deuil 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] € TACGY (ARTA) Bt H maf ud we sg e 
Z, ak am db wage È an a Nun ag À A aati È (ex)i 


mata pita tatha bhrata tvameva raghuvallabha! / 
sarvasam tvam param brahma tvanmayam sarvameva hi//74// 


Oh the dear Lord of King Raghu’s family (i.e. Sri Ram)! You are the father, the 
mother, and the brother of all. You are the supreme Brahm. The whole world is 
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pervaded by you and you encompass it form all the sides (i.e. you are omnipresent 
and pervade in this world both inside as well as outside of it) (74). 


[To understand this latter concept, we can visualise a sponge or a ball of fluffy cotton 
in water. The water is present both inside as well as outside the sponge or the ball of 
cotton.] 


equa ui AAA Fears! | ea du sup edis fm: deuil 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ATT AA (sreriq safe) ARA Ta, wasaft ud 
Tear di T4 domes we at ad è (vw) 


tvamaksaram param jyotistvameva purusottama! / 
tvameva tarakam brahma tvattonyannaiva kiftcana//75// 


You are the divine letter (i.e. are imperishable because an alphabet does not die. The 
word ‘Akshar’ also refers to the divine word OM which is synonymous with the 
eternal, infinite and supreme Brahm. Another connotation of the word ‘Akshar’ is the 
one who does not perish, decay or disintegrate). You are the supreme and most 
exalted ‘Purush’ (the male aspect of nature; the Viraat Purush or the macrocosmic 
gross form of the supreme Brahm). You are a personification of divine light, are self- 
illuminated and are the ‘Tarak Brahm’ (i.e. the supreme Authority that delivers the 
soul from this humdrum world of birth and death, and provides it with emancipation 
and salvation). There is noting in this creation that is not you (75). 


Wet Tad gA Ta SAA | efr TH OTT Seca lies I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] IA, Udemm, SH, ATT WOW, VHS, POA 
aa sacs ar RTA pH WUTH Hea É (wa) 


Santam sarvagatarh süksmam param brahma sanatanam/ 
rajivalocanam ramam pranamami jagatpatim//76// 


I bow most reverentially to Sri Ram who is calm, peaceful, serene and tranquil by 
temperament, is all-pervading, all-incorporating and omnipresent, is minute and 
microcosmic in form, is the traditionally truthful, eternal, faultless ‘Purush’, is the 
supreme Brahm, is lotus-eyed, and is the Lord of the whole world.’ (76). 


eqq SAF 


Ta: Waa: ARI: Sara Aga | qe ARMS! qos STAT oI 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Ñ Seem ot 4 Er GU We tata FPA R Was 
crm ma ARA 4 par fa € Aes qna, d m a yaa, STU À Ud W 
STAR WX HRR’ (w\s) | 


vyasa uvaca 


tatah prasannah $riramah provaca munipungavam/ 
tusto’smi munisardila! vrnisva varamuttamam//77// 


Sage Veda Vyas said, 'When Narad had prayed to Sri Ram as above, the latter was 
very pleased with him and said— 'Oh the most exalted sage (Narad), oh the lion (i.e. 
most superior) amongst sages! I am very pleased with you. Ask for the boon that you 
desire.' (77). 


IRZ FAT 
afe gente ada! stom pena! | auth atta ware a der tec il 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ME 4 pa- “SANTA! sag Heras ud dst 
$i 37g ufa genu vos WA aoe ce a a a Hap À TT F (ve) 
narada uvaca 


yadi tusto’si sarvajfia! karunanidhe srirama! / 
tvanmürtim daršanenaiva krtartho'ham ca sarvada//78// 


Sage Narad said, 'Oh Sri Ram! You are all-knowing, merciful and compassionate. If 


you are indeed pleased with me then I am grateful and privileged in having your 
‘Darshan’ (i.e. a divine, holy, august view or sight; seeing your divine self) (78). 


TASS papsi Was TINA! | STI W AHS sp Sii THe "d we 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] [4 year! art d aah xv a TA, pared GEI 
Waar 4 Ta k Hu sr Gr aM Sad ws À TT (69)! 


dhanyoham krtakrtyo'ham punyo'ham purusottama! / 
adya ma saphalam janma jivitam saphalam ca me//79// 


Oh Purushottam (the best amongst men—i.e. Sri Ram)! By having your ‘Darshan’ 


today, I feel extremely thankful, honoured, privileged, grateful and fortunate. I feel 
that my birth has been fully rewarded and my life has been successful (79). 


STE T WHS WA À WU qu: | sm HG wu aces di£o II 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] TT d TTT Hob 4 gela 4 Sep AT GIG, eT 
vd uH wb ums d o) 


adya me saphalam jnanamadya me saphalam tapah/ 
adya me saphalam karma tvatpādāmbhoja-daršanāt//80// 


By having your ‘Darshan’ today, all the virtuous deeds that I have done, my 


knowledge and education, my severe austerities and penances etc. are duly rewarded 
and deemed to be fully successful (80). 


STI Ù WHS ue SAAT | cegemumez ue ee Waa! 122 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] è Wa! STH AA HT À sist AT att gs WHS 
gT ST: ATT SIT TS Tet Ht Get fes Yet vers we’ (22)! 


adya me saphalam sarvam tvannamasmaranattatha/ 
tvatpadambhoruhadvandvam sadbhaktim dehi raghava! //81// 


Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! Everything is successful and amply rewarded for me today by 


the virtue of my remembering your holy name. Hence, bestow upon me true and 
sincere devotion in your holy and august twin feet.' (81). 


qd: WHS: FWA: We AREA | 


ARTT FATT 
greed! Herat! Fa! fas cafe d | aaa fund wd ware ae ufērafā dad 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 30h UWA STR Was Bart RIM 4 ARE OU Her 
€ Wes quz! aA shed at yer um = fe aT Ge s1 ANIO wa 
aT SOT Ati we wf wot GUT" (22) 
tatah paramasampritah sa ramah praha naradam/ 

Srirama uvaca 


munivaryya! mahabhaga! mune! tvistam dadami te/ 
yattvaya cepsitam sarvam manasa tad bhavisyati//82// 


Thence, Sri Ram was extremely pleased with Narad and said to him, 'Oh the most 
exalted sage, oh the most fortunate one! I give you your desired boon— whatever you 
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wish, or will ever wish in future, shall be made available to you (i.e. all your desires 
will be fulfilled).' (82). 


IRF 3377 
RF U ITU ZARS: ad AAS | 
zé fra aa! ot vars YA: Kameja ur 112311 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] mE 4 ae € WTNA! T amm fet var 4 ax 
A UST Wl SRT Sl fen Gel MET d fH sro NUT ANO gl a Fed PR 
at KI POTE dēt aces SR TAT E (¢3) | 


nārada uvāca 


varam na yace raghunātha yusmatpadabjabhaktih satatarn mamastu/ 
idam priyam nātha! varam prayāce punah punastvamidameva yāce//83// 


Sage Narad replied, 'Oh Raghunath (Sri Ram)! I do not ask you for any boon except 
that I must have sincere, unfaltering and steady devotion in your lotus-like holy feet. 
Oh Lord! This is the only boon that I repeatedly seek from you.' (83). 


IT GST 
sA ww: SIETI suh | WP GU Werder: ufeseneeRmme: devi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Ñ Seem 4 wur U WHR usnm 3 «fa PA 
R MA e, ak us aaa Wem ae SIS 4 A Sq" R Wan feat (¢¥) | 


vyāsa uvāca 


ityevamidito ramah pradattasmai varottamam/ 
viro rama mahatejah saccidanandavigrahah//84// 


Sage Veda Vyas said, 'In the above way, when Narad had prayed to Sri Ram who is 
most glorious, majestic, stupendous, brave, righteous and splendorous as well as an 
image of bliss and happiness, the former (Narad) was provided with the most 
excellent boon (of devotion) by the Lord (84). 


SSAA WA AAT NET | STS TATU: WESTEN TA: IU 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] $4 YR AAAA Ta «1 FAS aA Wem sm AM OG 
TROT Wer ux WA ATA ARE H GA GI Sea St T4 (cu) 
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advaitamamalam jfianam tvannāmasmaraņam tathā/ 
antardadhe jagannathah puratastasya raghavah//85// 


After bestowing Narad with the superior awareness of the supreme and unique entity 
called Brahm and giving him the boon/blessing of his holy and divine name, Sri Ram 
vanished from sight of Narad (85). 


sf SERS STA | aera —aeafrerss fes DUI C8 I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Té YNA PT si SqH WAIST WU KA È We 
Hep Stara, ues aan afer wg 4 Wm? (2&8)i 


iti Sriraghunathasya stavarajamanuttamam/ 
sarvasaubhagya-sampattidayakam muktidarh subham//86// 


This excellent hymn ‘Stavaraj Stotra’ devoted to Sri Ram has the potential of 
bestowing all the good fortunes, prosperity, all round welfare and auspicious salvation 
to the seeker/aspirant (86). 


«fd TAIT Seat GRAM | Vale Teu feet qs Aera ici 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Fast 3 YA ARE P 811 Het eal Te waa det «T 
an e Us sea Ta $1 zu fees aes aT A Gen Ge U ws fear e (46)! 


kathitam brahmaputrena vedanam saramuttamam/ 
guhyad guhyatamam divyam tava snehatprakirtitam//87// 


This divine and holy Stotra (Ram-stavaraj) was pronounced by none other than the 
son of Brahma (i.e. Narad). It contains the essence of all the Vedas and their secret 
knowledge. I have brought it to light out of affection for you (87). 


g: degt games ASSA: | IAEA aca Te a IKCII 
TU FU TeSeWURm | GAITA stad TATA AT 1128 gi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] *&o3fq— sil ASV Wh dt are H Eu TATA 
TT HT WS UST AMAT FAT Fe Ta SM, SH aU Ht aN, Ws AT IA, qe 4 
WA Ui IST, WIT TM STHCN MTNUD À Gers zu V a ume de Se cb WD as, 
34 Wat Hl AS wu T È (66—29)1 


yah pathecchrnuyadvapitrisandhyam $raddhayanvitah/ 
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brahmahatyadi-papani tatsamani bahüni ca//88// 
svarnastayam surāpānam gurutalpagatistatha/ 
govadhadyrupapapani anrtat sambhavani ca//89// 


Benefits of reciting this Stotra:—Those faithful devotees who will read, recite or hear 
this Stotra (i.e. Ram-stavaraj) during all the periods of time (i.e. in the morning, 
during the noon and in the evening hours) shall be freed from all small or big sins and 
misdeed committed by them such as the killing of a Brahmin, theft of gold, drinking 
wine, sitting on the seat of the teacher, killing of a cow and telling a lie. All such sins, 
misdeeds and misdemeanours (1.e. their punishments) shall be destroyed or eliminated 
(i.e. remitted) by the good effect of this Stotra (88-89). 


wd: TEAS wn: cmemga-swüewd: | AAT ase uri mum say 1180 1 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] gÅ VaR HJ Srim He Hong, at qe vw Ñ 
fa gu um Wb A ge W wm e (%0)| 
[Ate : ? sew = sum gl um feq = v33x2o? wh ui 


sarvaih pramucyate papaih kalayuta-Satodbhavaih/ 
manasam vacikam papam karmana samuparjitam//90// 


In a similar way, a person is able to get rid of all his sins committed over numerous 
*Kalpas' (eras; a long period of time) by his body, mind or speech as well as their 
accumulated results or punishments (90). 


[1 Kalpa = 1 day of Brahma = 432 x 107 human years.] 


STS TOI Twat yay | se Brahe we cwenpegemd 1192 11 
TH wed TAA wad fafsa fad | METAS fe wed Beate TT 118211 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Ge 98d Aa i fa Ta 4 GT aa À A ae 
HD WT Te at ord Gg a a oe ae Wb qa weg fH Sh vga $a hm m 
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B (88-82) 


$riramasmaranenaiva tatksanan nasyati dhruvam/ 

idam satyamidam satyam satyametadihocyate//91// 
rāmam satyam param brahma rāmāt kificinna vidyate/ 
tasmadramasvarupam hi satyarn satyamidam jagat //92// 


All the sins will be immediately destroyed by the mere remembrance of Sri Ram's 
holy and divine name (with sincerity, earnestly and devotionally). This is undoubtedly 
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an absolute, irrefutable certainty. Besides this, it is also an absolute truth that Sri Ram 
is the eternal, truthful, supreme and the ultimate Brahma. There is nothing that is not 
Sri Ram (or there is nothing in this creation that is besides Sri Ram, or which is not 
pervaded by Sri Ram, or which is not but an image of Sri Ram, or which is different 
from and independent of Sri Ram). Hence, this world appears to be true because of 
the fact that Sri Ram is the ultimate truth. 

[That is, we can see the world as a reality because Sri Ram is real and this world 
is only a manifestation of that reality. For example, we see the tree because it is there, 
it is real. And it is real because it is another manifested form of Sri Ram who is real 
and true. Had it not been so, we wouldn't have seen the tree because it wouldn't have 
been there in the first place. In short, the very existence of the visible world is because 
of Sri Ram. This world is a visible proof of the existence of Sri Ram.]' (91-92). 


Ud Sam 
SRI WIES Wenn) Urs TA Baa UD | 
URNS! THEO TSA AAT: PROTA 119.3 11 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] {sit 4 wu- € Hast, € "gg, @ Were Ñ 
HS, & TES RIM, € TAM, € WATT, € WSUÉRTSD Wr! H sya aa d ain 
empto WOT A d ($3)! 


suta uvaca 
Srīrāmacandra raghupungava rajavarya! 
rajenfica rama raghunayaka rāghaveša! / 
rajadhirajaraghunandana! ramacandra! 
daso'hamadya bhavatah saranagato’smi//93// 


Sage Sut said, ‘Oh Sri Ramchandra, oh the most exalted in the clan of Raghu, oh the 
most exalted king, oh the Emperor amongst kings, oh Sri Ram the leader of Raghu’s 
clan, oh the King of kings, oh the son of the Raghu’s clan Sri Ram! I am your humble 
servant (i.e. devotee) and have taken refuge/shelter in your holy feet (93). 


aed—afed urna Aere wet yore fm grad afer | 
am aaa weg? dq cd g wi cumend woe. uRqd Gm wi 
VAT 112% 11 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] P Fat 4 da, xau wvew Ñ, ama yo E E 
eme n Stat fed fen RT fsp art fi set Wa ZU KG WI TA 
Sst a xà P ws Tt oux anfe oat d für gu v, Ud vat usn] Se «T 
OSH Gum 4 (2x) 
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vaidehi-sahitar suraficumatale hemairmahamandape madhye puspakrtasane 
manimaye virasane sansthitam/ 

agre vacayati prabhanjanasute tat tvan munindraih param vyakhyatam 
bharatadibhih parivrtam ramam bhaje $yamalam//94// 


Accompanied by Vaidehi (Sita), Sri Ram is seated on a throne covered with flowers 
under the Kalpa tree! (the celestial tree of Gods) in a golden pavilion. Hanuman is 
standing in front of him singing the sacred hymns which have been composed by 
erudite sages and seers and highlights the knowledge of the supreme Brahm. Sri Ram 
is surrounded by Bharat and other brothers. He is dark complexioned. I adore and 
worship Sri Ram in this form (94). 


['Kalpa Tree— It is the evergreen tree of the Gods. It is said to possess mystical 
powers and can bestow all that is desired by an aspirant or seeker. The Botanical 
name of the Kalpa Tree is Adansonis Digitta; it is also called *Parijaat meaning 
‘descended from the sea’, and ‘Harsingar’ meaning ‘the decoration of the Gods, 
especially Lord Hari’. The English name of it is Coral Jasmine; in Latin it is called 
Nyctanthes Arbor Tristis (nyctanthes means the night flower, while arbor tristis means 
the sad tree). Its flower is said to be worn by the Gods. The orange colour of the 
flower is used for dying silk and cotton, a practice originating with Buddhist monks. 
According to legends, it was produced during the churning of the ocean for the search 
of Amrit, or the ambrosia of eternity and bliss, by the Demons and the Gods. The king 
of the Gods, Indra, took it away and planted it in his capital at Amravati. According to 
another legend (in Vishnu Puran), a princess named Parijaat fell in love with the Sun 
God and followed him throughout the day. As night approached, the Sun became 
disenchanted with her and did not like her overtures any longer. Disillusioned and 
despaired, she died, and a tree grew up from the ashes at the site of her funeral pyre. 
The flower of this tree could not bear the sight of the Sun, and therefore it blooms 
during the night, and with the crack of dawn, it falls and dies. 

The Anand Ramayan (said to be written by sage Valmiki) narrates how the 
Kalpa Tree was brought to Ayodhya in its Rajya Kand (Purvaardha), Sarga (Canto) 2 
full. ] 


Td wi fette_qusegd ead wnsesqg—arnmmnmmme eres farm | 
irate: pur dere uer fg: Fea TT 1184 I 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] IT d Wath T al FT TAT eu frie &, qu Ñ 
HSS, sme Ù ase us TS Ù eR snp fap gu ši HH TMT F xf 
qf tid wes fer Warde fay’ 2, uus enfe aad d Afa qum 
Aaa, une enfe fuut È srr KYU wd came gi Ue shes aT aot K (84) 


ramam ratna-kirita-kundalayutam keyüra-haranvitam sita'lankrta- 
vamabhagamamalam sinhasanastham vibhum/ 

sugrivadi-harisvaraih suraganaih sansevyamanam sada visvāmitra-parāsarādi- 
munibhih sanstüyamanam prabhum //95// 
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I praise and honour Sri Ram who has a crown and a tiara made of precious 
stones/gems on his head, wears ear-rings, has armbands on his arms and a necklace 
around his neck. Sita adorns (i.e. is seated on) his left side. He is seated on a 
magnificent and gleaming throne, is known by the name of Vibho (an epithet of 
Vishnu meaning omnipresent, magnanimous, eternal, almighty, magestic Lord), is 
served by Sugriv and other monkeys, and is praised and honoured by sages such as 
Vishwamitra and Parashar (95). 


aop- A rfr Sear AR TATA | 
RĒTA ITT STEHT ER eau fari Ta TATA 1184 [di 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 4H% quit $ WSR, Arar ZI A, EI sese 
À Fer Tat at AAA nb ro, xam d genta, emen 4 Sa Wil 
facil «ci aS, HCA H EAS SD WW Sc STO, WHAM aS Wasa wet SH 
A HUT Wu = (28) 


sakala-guņa-nidhānam yogibhih stuyamanam bhuja-vijita-samanam 
raksasendradimanam/ 

mahitanrpabhayanam sitaya Sobhamanam smara hrdaya vimanam brahma 
ramabhidhanam//96// 


Lord Sri Ram is a treasury of all virtues and noble characters, is revered, honoured 
and praised by the Yogis (ascetics), was able to vanquish and crush the pride, 
haughtiness and arrogance of the demons by the dint of his valour, stupendous 
strength and powers, is privileged to have Sita by his side, is the one who trounces the 
pride of kings, is the one who humbles the heart of Kamdeo-cupid (i.e. he makes 
Kamdeo feel shy and humiliated when the latter compares himself with Sri Ram’s 
enchanting spell), and who is the supreme Brahm himself with the divine name of 
‘Ram’. I bow before such a Sri Ram most reverentially and devotionally (96). 


UR! Ta HA Asset Ase d ATT KS A | 
AAMAS TAH Aes VITOR T4 AMSAT! diei 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] @ WR! IA Aare "fd HE AA A aah xe, Tas 
a fare SÀ amg ar a P ae N ya A ada fe XP aM fg TAA ur 
PRR TTT À AT HA ST TOT CHO A aq Wl EU VaR Gp SÓTOTUTS 

wl WOT wu, € IY, EH STHM GAR H md gu qup dh Hi ST SW FR (ev)! 


raghuvara! tava murtirmamake manasabje narakagatiharam te namadheyam 
mukhe me/ 

aniSamatulabhaktya mastakam tvatpadabjam bhavajalanidhimagnam raksa 
mamarttabandho! //97 // 
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Oh Raghuvar (Sri Ram)! Let your enchanting and bewitching image be permanently 
enshrined in my heart, let your holy and divine name which has the potential to 
destroy the chances of going to hell be ever present in my mouth (i.e. let me 
constantly and consistently chant or repeat your august name), and let my head always 
remain bowed at your holy lotus-like feet with devotion and humility. 

Oh Lord and friend of the distressed, wretched and miserable ones! By fulfilling 
my above mentioned wishes, be kind and gracious enough to deliver me from this 
entrapping, artificial and deluding world in which I find my self trapped and 
engrossed (97). 


TC au foment aft p areata SAATTA 1182 11 
AT ME ATARI AAPM ATT ITT | 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Page 4 aaah, Ac at Uf UD sca, sat 
qd; TO HAO, Tt ET Messe WD oat ATT € (%C)I 


GATT fea Ā aes ATT ater sar SRST KA TAT ESTÉI 


ramaratnamaham vande citrakütapatim harim/ kaušalyābhaktisambhūtarn 
janakikanthabhüsanam//98// 


"pa. Z = 


sampūrnam/ 


I honour, revere and praise the jewel called Ram who is, inter alia, the Lord of 
Chitrakoot and Hari (Vishnu). He is born because of the devotion of Kaushalaya (his 
mother) and is an ornamentation for the neck of Janki (i.e. he is like an invaluable and 
precious necklace which adorns the bosom of Sita. The allusion to a necklace signifies 
that even as a woman's beauty and charm is enhanced by her jewellery, chiefly her 
necklace because it is the central piece to show off her ornamentation and has a pride 
of place on her body, lying above her heart and on her bosom, Sri Ram too is the 
greatest and most valuable possession that Sita has. Without him, she would be bare 
of any honour and decoration) (98). 


Thus ends Ram Stavaraj Stotra sung by Narad in Sanatkumar Sanhita. 
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(5.2) Ram Ashtak Stotra (by sageVeda Vyas) 


PIE IEEE SI 
WATBTHA, 


ae fazer Fae every | cafe Wes WHHZTH Ik II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] st waters Ya, mit wat & feme, st el om 
fat wp sme X3 aS, Ua Wan Ah 8 Star H e snp HT = (2)! 


Srivedavyasakrta 
ramastakam 


bhaje visesa-sundaram samasta-papa-khandanam/ 
svabhakta-citta-rahjanam sadaiva rāmamadvayam//1// 


I constantly, consistently and persistently worship, praise and adore Sri Ram who is 
most beautiful and charming, is able to smash all the sins and misdeeds of his 
devotees, is the one who gives immense joy to the mind and heart of his devotees, and 
is unigue, unparalleled and second to none (1). 


FIFO Md GAA Aa | ais Ast = WARES di dd 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] X84 SeT 3 gyfa, mA TÄ A AT FA ATG, 
STA at mp aa C1 TO UH a Ta SAR T À A ATT X (2)! 


jata-kalapa-Sobhitam samasta-pāpa-nāšakam/ 
svabhakta-bhīti-bhañjanarh bhaje ha ramamadvayam//2// 


I remember and concentrate my thoughts on Sri Ram, worship, revere and praise him 
who is adorned by a matted lock of hairs on his head, is the destroyer of all the sins, 
provides fearlessness to his devotees, and is unique, unparalleled and without a 
second (2). 


M-as gui armed qu fete FRSA Smp € ONWHESUD digi 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] STI ST women, PAI, GAR ar À oR 
AM AS, WA gfe, weg us uper (Ra), Hers A Ū ua e ada, Melu 
UA A Gp A HET € (3)! 


nija-svarūpa-bodhakam krpakaram bhavapaham/ 
samar Sivam nirafijanam bhaje ha ramamadvayam//3// 


I remember and concentrate my thoughts on Sri Ram who enlightens the creature 
about his true and essential form, is the one who shows benevolence, mercy and 
compassion towards all, is the one who helps to take one across the ocean-like world, 
has equanimity and is equitable towards all, is the provider of welfare and 
auspiciousness, is the absolute Truth, is most charming and beautiful (fra), is 
blemishless, pure, supreme, divine, faultless and invisible to the naked eyes (fr). 
He is matchless, unique and unparalleled. I worship, honour and adore such a Sri Ram 


(3). 


a-a- sameeren | Prep Perret et € TAS Gl 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Se ST xb Hers HJA FT wT aT feu ea 
a ara Ñ ous ao 4, 3 meg U oves, Pe ws Oe sm OW 
T ws mur = (X)| 


sa-prapafica-kalpitam hyanama-rüpa-vastavam/ 
nirakrtim niramayam bhaje ha ramamadvayam//4// 


He had assumed an illusionary human form out of his own free will (i.e. the Lord 
appeared to be like an ordinary human being though actually he wasn't so), is without 
a name or form (i.e. is attributeless), is the essential reality and absolute truth, is 
without a shape or contours, is healthy, does not have any shortcomings, blemishes 
and faults, is above reproaches, and is unique, unparalleled and without a second— I 
worship, honour and adore such a Sri Ram (4). 


frenra—fhifiser-Frie fum | Area Sep WHHESU didi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] d wq Ū Ted, fs, US, frat faece ae, 
Pra, fret BET, sas ud afedta Eq W we she aT A eT E (ji 


nisprapafica-nirvikalpa-nirmalam niramayam/ 
cidekarūpa-santatam bhaje ha ramamadvayam//5// 


He is without delusions, artificiality, deceit and falsehoods, is without an alternative 
and options, is pure, holy, divine, uncorrupt and pristine, is disease free in the sense 
that he is without the faults, shortcomings, flaws or blemishes associated with this 
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body or the world, is pure consciousness, is eternal and is without an end. He is 
unparalleled, matchless and unique—I worship, adore and honour such a Sri Ram (5). 


FUP IMIS MT —e_—HSTA | Oe muri TST X AETA, di LI 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] d TR UR Gnd m feu west 4 TAR 3 TART 
RER Fa ara P, TT 4 faf, urne us arfēdta é— È US shes at aT 


v 


R (8)I 


bhavā'bdhi-pota-rūpakam hyašesa-deha-kalpitam/ 
gunakaram krpākaram bhaje ha ramamadvayam//6// 


He is like a ship to cross over this ocean-like world, is the one who pervades 
uniformally in the whole creation, artificial as well as non-artificial, is merciful and 
gracious, is a fount and treasury of virtuous and noble qualities, and is unique, 
matchless, unparalleled and without a second—I worship, adore and honour such a Sri 
Ram (6). 


Tega aaa arate: | WITH S € WARES lvl 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ST 4 maA 4 ERI Sed &, eque, TTC, 
"urge wey wd afadiu $— d Uu suu wr wmm = (9) 
[Ate : mara fre é— qeu, faa we, Wem Ta, STSTOND Geri] 


maha-suvakya-bodhakairvirajamana-vakpadaih/ 
parabrahma-vyapakam bhaje ha ramamadvayam//7// 


He is understood and highlighted by the 4 great truths called *Maha-vakyas' 
enunciated by the Vedas (i.e. whose true nature, form and essence is enunciated, 
clarified and encapsulated by the 4 saying of the Vedas), who is all-pervading, all- 
incorporating, all-encompassing and omnipresent, is supreme and most exalted, is the 
embodiment of the supreme Brahm, and is unique, unmatched, unparalleled and 
without a second— I worship, adore and honour such a Sri Ram (7). 


[The 4 great sayings of the Vedas are known as the Mahavakyas. They are the 
following—(1) That Essence is you, (ii) True knowledge of the Absolute Truth is the 
knowledge of Brahm, (iii) Knowledge of the pure Conscious Self is equivalent to the 
knowledge ofthe supreme transcendental Consciousness known as Brahm, and (iv) 
My Atma (soul; pure conscious self) is Brahm (the supreme cosmic Consciousness) 
personified. 

These ‘Mahavakyas’ or the great spiritual Truths have been narrated and 
explained in the following Upanishads: 

(i) Rig Veda—Atmabodha Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 2, 4; Mudgal 
Upanishad, Canto 3, verse nos. 1-3. 
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(ii) Sam Veda—Chandogya Upanishad, Canto 6, section 16, verse no. 3 
(Tattwamasi); Sanyas Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 48; Yogchudamani Upanishad, 
verse nos. 82-83. 

(iii) Shukla Yajur Veda—Paingalo-panishad, Canto 3, verse no. 2-5; Canto 4, 
verse nos. 23-28; Mandal Brahmin Upanishad, Brahman 2, section 2, verse no. 5; 
Brahman 2, section 4, verse no. 4; Brahman 3, section 1, verse no. 6; Brahman 3, 
section 2, verse no. 2; Adhyatma Upanishad, verse nos. 2, 10 (So-a-Ham), 30-31 
(Tattwamasi); Subal Upanishad, Section/Canto 6, verse nos. 2-7. 

(iv) Krishna Yajur Veda—Shuk-Rahasyo-panishad, verse no. 22; Kaivalya 
Upanishad, verse nos. 16, 18-19; Sarwasaar Upanishad, verse no. 12-14; Varaaha 
Upanishad, Canto 4, verse nos. 32, 37; Avadhut Upanishad, verse no. 2 (Tattwa- 
masi); Tejobindu Upanishad, Canto 3, verse nos. 60-74; Canto 5, verse no. 5; Panch 
Brahm Upanishad, verse no. 28 (So-a-ham); Brahm Vidya Upanishad, verse no. 34, 
78-79; Brahm Bindu Upanishad, verse no. 8; Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse 
nos. 131-133.. 

(v) Atharva Veda—Atma Upanishad, specially verse no. 1-C, 1-D, 1-E, 8, and 
22-25; Naradparivrajak Upanishad, Canto 7, verse no. 8; Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan 
Upanishad, Canto 5, paragraph no. 15; Canto 6, paragraph no. 22; Canto 8, paragraph 
nos. 5-6; Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 13-14; Ram Purva Tapini 
Upanishad, Canto 3, verse no. 2; Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 3, verse no. 9; 
Annapurna Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 2, 8, 20-21, 57, 65, 74, 95; Mahavakya 
Upanishad, verse nos. 6-9, 11; Hayagriva Upanishad, verse no. 15; Narad Parivrajak 
Upanishad, Canto 6, paragraph nos. 3-4; Canto 7, verse no. 8; Param Hans Parivrajak 
Upanishad, paragraph nos. 3-4; Tripura Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 20.] 


Ra qune wafeod warmer | fase st € THESTH III 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] d HIME us Wt Wen He aS, ga Wen 
PA WTS, TAK $ WS cp ABA SA aS, FA Mann, S174 R A fas, 
asda @ À te she a osm wet (4) 


Sivapradam sukhapradam bhavacchidarh bhramapaham/ 
virajamanadaisikam bhaje ha ramamadvayam//8// 


He is the bestower of well-being and auspiciousness as well as peace, tranquility, 
happiness and bliss, is the one who can dismantle the net cast by this ocean-like 
delusionary, entrapping and mundane world, is the one who removes all doubts, 
confusions, delusions, misconceptions and vexations, who resides in his holy abode, 
and is unique, unmatched, unparalleled and without a second—1 worship, adore and 
honour such a Sri Ram (8). 


POJA: 
TAA Vata a: Gat uus emus AAE A A: | 
fae frd fido ume AÀ SA a A 11 || 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Aceari Wart gu quae] TASH S sit ATS 
WI Ud aT Hea È saat fae, Mt, sat Ge, sift Aen sect a wed ei 43 
4 We FS WATS ÀA WIT ATT È (8)! 

"ef ai grr waa sree Kia WUTWD CSI 


phalasrutih 


ramastakam pathati yah sukararn supunyam vyasena bhasitamidam srrnute 
manusyah/ 

vidyam Sriyam vipula-saukhyamanantakirtim samprapya dehavilaye labhate ca 
moksam//9// 


maharsi-vyasaviracitam ramastakam sampürnam/ 


Benefits of reciting this Stotra:- Those who read, recite or hear this auspicious 8 verse 
Stotra called ‘Ramashtak’ composed by Sage Veda Vyas are bestowed with the 
blessings of eternal happiness, fame and glory, knowledge, erudition and wisdom, 
prosperity and wealth, success and accomplishments—and these blessings go on 
increasing day by day. At the time of death, such persons attain the highest stature 
obtainable by the soul by attaining emancipation and salvation, called ‘Moksha’ (9). 


Thus ends ‘Ramashtak’ Stotra composed by Sage Veda Vyas. 


Tk k k k k 2K K k 


(5.3) Raghunaath Ashtak Stotra 


THES 


— afer TERNS qurpesmehpm | 
fad ofa mAN uei ore Gait ATT ATA WEST FATA dmi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 414, a TH zu sie wer cage 4 Enq WAT 
PA wx ger wx Sa SRUT ml TO, carafe safe weet HT Aà Im, arfas 
ET Ñ at ud cue quu BT H vars, wer font u ged, Ada H scm, 
am Weed X yroa fat aaa $ TAR fedife4 sed are, cane 4 sry 
ga ous star aed wrest (sm) at d as wmm wu | 4 AT gam č (?)| 
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raghunathastakam 


$unasiradhisairavanitalajfiaptiditagunam prakrtya‘janjatam 
tapanakulacandansumaparam/ 

site vrddhim taradhipatimiva yantam nijagrhe sa-sītarn sanandam pranata 
raghunatham suranutam//1// 


Born on the earth because of prayers of the Wind-God, the Sun-God, Indra and other 
Gods, bestowed with the noble and virtuous qualities such as mercy, compassion, 
charity and magnanimity, unborn in reality but visible in the form of brilliant rays of 
splendorous light manifested in the Sun-race, growing up regularly in the palace (of 
his father at Ayodhya) like the moon during the bright lunar fortnight, and 
worshipped, honoured and revered by all the Gods—I bow most reverentially and 
with joy before Raghunath (Sri Ram) who is accompanied by Sita. He is the best 
amongst the Gods and is worshipped by them also (1). 


Peak sid suf sae sot uf sara Xaoup sur PATA | 
fae Teed deg wT game Bate ws OTs BTS TAA didi 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] WT Wrst $ TR Rra Chul 2) sgass (FE) 3 
unn dir east dne are, mi sremer et Ff fO, WIN at yeaa did gu 
TORS Gb HT A MAT HS aS, seas TAA TESTI 7 WW HS STO Ud 

esa zn K, Wh ufeg TAs Grm) A À GAS OTH cum gl d uud 
sqm (2) 


nihantāram šaivarn dhanuriva iveksum nrpagane pathi jyakrstena 
prabalabhrguvaryasya Samanam/ 

viharam gar'hasthyam tadanu bhajamanam suvimalam sa-sitam sanandam 
pranata raghunatham suranutam//2// 


He (Sri Ram) is the one who had broken the formidable bow of Lord Shiva into three 
parts in front of all the assembled kings as if he was effortlessly breaking the ‘Ikshu 
dand’ (the sugarcane stem); he had calmed down the furious anger of sage 
Parashuram who had intercepted him (i.e. the marriage party of Sri Ram while it was 
on its way back to Ayodhya after the marriage with Sita at Janakpur) with a bow 
stringed and ready (to avenge the breaking of Shiva’s bow), and he had lived like a 
dutiful and righteous householder—I bow most reverentially and cheerfully before 
such a Sri Ram along with Sita. He is the best amidst the Gods and is worshipped by 
them as well (2). 


Ree fa amd enmufed uei craedfudsü gat TSA | 
fru enr: Parca Fatt AAS Wd GATT FAA 131 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] TOR AVS Ft ART a dha we oan feq at 
FIM mui aS, IURI AHH Hed STO, WaT ser dit $ SOT À aed 
gaat, tamet Gp vasa fe fet wm are sfrepareref at 4 cia afed as 
gum mum zi Aa A sq Ë (3) 


gurorajna nitva vanamanugatam dārasahitarn sasaumitrirn tyaktvepsitamapi 
suranam nrpasukham/ 

virüpad raksasyah priyavirahasantapamanasam sasitam sanandam pranata 
raghunatham suranutam//3// 


He had gone to the forest along with his wife (Sita) and the son of Sumitra (Laxman) 
after obtaining permission from his Guru (moral preceptor, sage Vashitha) and 
forsaking his right to the throne for the pleasure of the Gods even though he had to 
abandon the comforts of kinghood in the process. There in the forest, he had deformed 
the demoness (Supernakha, by chopping-off her nose and ears), and had to suffer 
from the agony of separation from Sita (because she had been abducted by Ravana). I 
bow most reverentially and cheerfully to Raghunath (Sri Ram) along with Sita. He is 
the best amongst all the Gods and is worshipped by them also (3). 


ford wafer dey a HIT BAG ad Wad vargd serge | 
Te feta fafea—qur—3qpira—ufad Fait ARE Wd WATT Ga gni 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] NI MAF Tad al Say Ut ew STERTHTH Gl 
Tea AS Us Coast e VD HIT Hl AS Ha aS, TU aA WIR c IR M 
Tad GAN & ets Ge wp ahead eH ae, ft Tet H TOT «1 Gu Wu 
Gita at ase yer mui ae we ote ales TATA wast A A oS WUTH GRUT 
Ela ui Ñ aqu é (v)I 


viradham svarnitva tadanu ca kabandham suraripum gatarn pampatire 
pavanasuta-sammelana-sukham/ 

gatam kiskindhayam vidita-guna-sugriva-sacivam sa-sitam sanandam pranata 
raghunatham suranutam//4// 


He had bestowed the privilege of taking up residence in his supreme and divine abode 
to the demons Viradh and Kabandh who were enemies of the Gods. After that, he had 
gone to Lake Pampa and met Hanuman. That meeting gave him immense pleasure. 
Then he went on to Kishkindha where his fame was established because he had 
installed Sugriv on its throne after killing (his elder brother) Bali. I most cheerfully 
and reverentially bow before Sri Ram and Sita. He is the best amongst the Gods and 
worshipped by them as well (4). 


amaa soffre ad FO Wd AAS GONE | 
Agema says were Fat une ATA TTT GAT III 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3T74t frat (Gta) A Gad 4 feu seat sofa 

ar EH m HU TAs frat sme Su Ux Tent at ye att ae are, wan ante 

TIS TIT HS A AS SH TS, Foy weg aa How ēd tat wb sha srt 

THe Se WS us tame F ga wat (RM) A cH AAS YUM ae SI d ud 
Ñ am d (I 


priyapreksotkantham jalanidhigatam vanarayutam jale setum baddhva- 
'surakula-nihantaramanagham/ 

visuddhamardhangim hutabhuji samiksantamacalam sa-sitam sanandam 
pranata raghunatham suranutam//5// 


He was eager to search out his beloved (Sita) and so went to the shore of the ocean. 
Helped by the monkey army, he had constructed the stone bridge across it and had 
eventually killed Ravana and others like him in the demon race. Thereafter, he had 
retrieved Sita from the purifying fire after establishing her purity and had then 
accepted her. I most cheerfully and reverentially bow before Sri Ram and Sita. He is 
the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (5). 


far WeSC AAA aT FTTSAATATAS | 
TSI ASS UAE Bat GAS NUM TESI FAA dii 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] a Ta Gat Seat fed TAA Wi 3meg [iE 

CRI 4 STF UI STATE A STS WW WIND cl STO, USD GNI WAS Gads 
SW WW FA STO, ed ta dia wea way shea ml UTT TOA 

At éd À Ñ sm I 


vimanam caruhya'nuja-janakaja-sevitapada-mayodhyayam gatva 
nrpapadamavaptaramajaram/ 

suyajfiaistrptaram nijamukhasuran šāntamanasam sa-sitarn sanandarn 
pranata raghunatham suranutam//6// 


After that he had boarded the magnificent plane called ‘Pushpak’ along with his 
younger brother (Laxman), Janki (Sita) and others who had served him (i.e. monkeys, 
bears and demons such as Vibhishan). He went back to Ayodhya from Lanka; there 
he was crowned a king. He performed many elaborate fire sacrifices to please the 
Gods, and is of a calm, tranquil and peaceful temperament. I most cheerfully and 
reverentially bow before Sri Ram and Sita. He is the best amongst the Gods and 
worshipped by them as well (6). 


wot xiva fafeg—H emm: sue erum def a IWHNSO | 
T wes Aasai fegex sat as WU TTT FATT died! 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] ¥sT $ Won, reese fated cat H sett wor GI 
Tat F ae, wa ae fated amd Ht ae, WON Ñ Wess us WU Wc wu 
AG, Tet di 4 Rari tS dtr aed warm rasi! at Ho UA WUTH 
wan Či È Gt Ñ am Fo) 


prajam sansthātāram vihita-nijadharme $rutipatham sadacaram vedoditamapi 
ca kartaramakhilam/ 

nrsu premodrekam nikhilamanujanam hitakaram sa-sitam sanandam pranata 
raghunatham suranutam//7// 


He was the sustainer, protector and guardian of his subjects as well as was a steadfast 
follower of Dharma (principles of righteousness, probity, propriety, noble conduct 
and auspiciousness), and the path that is sanctified and prescribed by the Vedas 
(ancient scriptures). He inspired all his subjects and followers to follow that path also. 
He infused love and compassion in all the creatures by his sterling example, and was a 
benefactor of human kind. I most cheerfully and reverentially bow before Sri Ram 
and Sita. He is the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (7). 


ATR: ATTA aaa aca Soft BS TASHA | 
TT PITT Vas GA AS WT IT GT CII 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] YATSA TH um a hae HEI at ara et te Tat 
dt Crate we Sara SÍ wet a) STEDUT GT aT sae ed ŠI STS Tar SIN 
HUST A SAT WO Gents VA HT St UT SA GAS WT ST ST UTE OTs 
Hem ad tā km ufēd man suene A À arr wos wem ŽI À qr 
sm € (2) 


tamahkirtyasesah $ravanagadanabhyam dvijamukhāstarisyanti jfiatva jagati 
khalu gantaramajanam/ 

atastam sansthapya svapuramanunetaramakhilam sa-sitam sanandam 
pranata raghunatham suranutam//8// 


During the reign of Sri Ram, ‘Paap’ (ie. evils, sins, wickedness, perversions, 
misdemeanours and misdeeds of all kinds) were not present at all—they were neither 
heard of or observed anywhere. The Brahmins preached truthful knowledge and 
wisdom, hearing which the whole world became enlightened and became eligible to 
get deliverance from the cycle of birth and death. All the subjects of Sri Ram achieved 
his divine abode (or, all the subjects had become so noble, virtuous and righteous 
because of their constant interaction with Sri Ram, constant teachings of learned 
Brahmins and constant diligence on their own part that Sri Ram sent all of them to his 
divine abode). I most cheerfully and reverentially bow before Sri Ram and Sita. He is 
the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (8). 
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oT: 
Ces web vga ffr | voor ma RRITAR |18 I 
INNER FATT // 
[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] tog- ANA SRT y Su dieu VEHTSITES AT 


wmm ob Ue mud È AH VAST TT depre Spem e 3D ou cpm Ho usur od 
«p STAT wr d err Hep ve ure aad È (a)! 


ATMS GAT FN | 


phalasrutih 


raghunāthāstakarn hrdyam raghunathena nirmitam/ pathata paparasighnam 
bhukti-mukti-pradayakam//9// 


raghunathastakam samaptam// 


Benefits of reciting this Stotra:- This Stotra called ‘Raghunathashtak’ has the potential 
to destroy—by the mere reading and recitation of it regularly—all the treasury of 
accumulated sins and evil deeds as well as misdemeanours and vices that the devotees 
of Sri Ram might have ever committed (or indulged in). They enjoy the fruits of this 
world and in the end they attain the supreme state of emancipation and salvation (9). 


Thus ends ‘Raghunathashtak’ Stotra. 


Tk k k k 2K 2K K k 


(5.4) Sita Ram Ashtak Stotra 


Ara 


TIA ee, Fe 
Aana- qd fe Wem | 
gAn- nm -aa ofa saci farsa at 

cdi Tora War! cfs Tara! FAVS Ie II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 8 TAA! STF AAA IER Ud USS H 8pm él 
zau sque agge (HH unm) wr Fal, fa, se, Wea, ve, HOT anà 
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STRE gA cud ei muet est o ww wp sqm feu vale qeu PTUS aed 
ĀRA È BT 4 edt our aaa gu di 2 cae! À sm moe at dar mu 
ZA STH WS AKT XE, UST ace ARE R)I 


sitaramastakam 


brahma-mahendra-surendra-marudgana-rudra-munindraganairati sevyam 
ksira-saritpati-tiramupetya nutam hi satamavitaramudaram/ 
bhūmibhara-prašamārtha-matha prathita-prakatikrta-ciddhana-mürtirn 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//1// 


Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! You are most magnanimous and benevolent as well as a 
protector of good people. That is why Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer and 
protector), Indra (the king of Gods), Maruts (the various vital winds; the Wind God), 
Rudra (Lord Shiva, the concluder), the sages and seers etc., honour, revere, adore, 
praise, worship and pay their obeisance to you on the shores of the legendary ocean 
(called the Kshir-sagar—the celestial ocean of milk). You had taken birth (i.e. had 
manifested) on the earth in the form of Sri Ram who followed the righteous and noble 
path called Dharma and was eternal bliss and enlightenment personified. You had 
manifested yourself to remove the burden of the earth (which it faced in the form of 
the demons who symbolised evil, vices, sins, wickedness, tyranny and cruelty). 

Oh the treasury and fount of mercy, kindness and compassion! Give me a boon so 
that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and 
be able to worship and serve you (1). 


Tera Ore € Hdd Saure 
fFrie—fi—feoqisfo-—etmaenqps-—ne AT | 
Boa Ifa — Tesoro — feat TAT 

cH Aor ITT! (fe TAT! À UCTS 112 di 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] è Way A! sm HAS m TAM fup da ae 
ŠI FS TSUN TI AT mi WA es Um UO oe, WS Oa 4 we 
HAS cl Aaea PA ae, WU $ GAM, PMC WR AS, A AIHA 3 
Ta À Ag at Taa HS aS, sare TÅ Ñ fer di 8 ca WHR 
TA! À aÈ -RURRHG St Ta KAT SST STH WS aT K, Tat acer AR 
(2) | 


padma-dalayata-locana he raghuvan$a-vibhüsana devadayalo! 
nirmala-nirada-nilatano’khila-lokahrdambuja-bhasaka bhano/ 
komalagatra-pavitra-pada'bja-rajahkana-pavita-gitamakantam 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//2// 


Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! You are like a jewel (or ornamentation) of the Raghu's 
clan. Oh the merciful and compassionate Lord! Your eyes are large like the petals of 
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the lotus flower and your divine body has a complexion resembling the dark hue of 
rain-bearing dark clouds. You are like the Sun for the development (or enhancement 
of the pleasure of) the lotus-like heart of the creatures of this world (i.e. your devotees 
in this world feel exhilarated when they remember you and have an opportunity to 
witness your love for them). You have a tender body. You have purified and 
sanctified the river Saryu and have bestowed it with divinity by the virtue of the few 
specks of dust particles of your feet which you washed in its waters as it passes by the 
city of Ayodhya in its course. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (2). 


quf KR We AAS Te | 
WISI —ASA ATT TA! TAT | 
Eu E kE E — TATA — JE E S E RETE TA 
wa A Wat! R aA! H AAA |311 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] STT TIT Ud sq UD či EE afar ud 
STF Ht YAT cid AMATS FAIR Teel 4 credi zs fast 4 TAM SIG 
fare 24 8 ARIA ST AMR P0 3T area zm feme, erfuuvít ye ae, 
veg Ut aT ARE aT fea eu zie curfum WAS TA! Hd smTS TOT 
al Ga PLAT BST STEHT AS HAT We, TAT ata GIU (3)! 


pürna paratpara palaya mamati-dinamanatha-mananta-sukhabdhe! 
pravrdadabhra-tadit-sumanohara-pitavarambara rama! namaste/ 
kama-vibhafijana-kantataranana-kaficana-bhüsana-ratnakiritar 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//3// 


Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! You are the complete, absolute, supreme and eternal 
Being; you are a measureless and fathomless ocean of bliss and happiness. Protect 
me, who am most humble, miserable, distressed, wretched and lowly. Oh Sri Ram 
who wears a 'Pitambar' (a silk, seamless body wrapping garment worn by Lord 
Vishnu) which resembles the dazzle of lightening in dark clouds. I bow before you. 
You are a destroyer of Kamdeo-cupid (i.e. you vanquish and eliminate such negative 
qualities as lust, passions, greed, amorous tendencies, licentiousness, promiscuity), 
have a most charming and attractive face/countenance, and wear a golden crown that 
is studded with gems and jewels. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (3). 


fee —veresfareifsa—edesae—nifma—ne-favmeqte | 
ARA | amdgfa—dfaa—fafaa— 13:3 T TT 
qsm asa tsd Teas Fees 
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ca Aaa Wet! fe Cae! AATCC IKI 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] IRE feet AAT GT aft a 31T Sssdodr 
GOI Tet Ad Ht Aer at feque A qz ud ER H BI UH aor fed gu, 
AR xpi 4 wur xpex waa aha uro, ARa aga ara cH amt fed wu, set 
Tas fame yore A TSHTSD Tay STR ar mW aS cr ar 4 Aah wil 
facut at are € RA WHS den, d aes Tora at UD SMT g3m TRT 
WS XA XE, UST aed AR (x) | 


divya-saracchašikānti-harojjvala-mauktika-māla-višālasumaule! 
koti-raviprabha! carucaritra-pavitra-vicitra-dhanuhsarapane 
canda-mahabhuja-danda-vikhandita-raksasaraja-mahagajadandam 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//4// 


Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! You wear a crown and a necklace made up of a string of 
gems and pearls which are so magnificent that they put the radiance, majesty, 
splendour and glow of the beautiful moon-light during the nights of winter to shame. 
Your character and virtues are as glorious, majestic and splendorous as millions of 
suns. You hold a magnificent and strange bow and arrow in your hands which 
resemble a massive baton in your robust arms by which you had trounced and 
trampled the false pride, haughtiness and arrogance of the demon king (Ravana) even 
as a strong goad is able to pierce the head (temple) of a great and wild elephant and 
subdue it. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (4). 


an—fatea— 13—10 A— FIA c SHOT 
Tso afar ae | 
graft a fet oad Hrs Wa WW aa AT 

cH Tort Cpr! (fe Tara! A BG |4 II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] Fw ga AK ERE AT ic EE ge feum 
Geet wat du St NEMG WW GIO WE 0; eH, ST, Tet qun d aT gm t; 
Tet Fe aj waar À ett sre mui À sit aw 8— UG Sum d ag HW 
TER RS AN THe TA, sm TOA st dal mdr EST STUG WS 
AM vé, UAT er sm (4) 


dosa-vihimstra-bhujanga-sahatra-surosa-mahanala-kalakalape 
janma-jara-maranormi-manomada-manmatha-nakra-vicakra-bhavabdhau/ 
duhkhanidhau ca ciram patitam krpaya'dya samuddhara rama tato mam 
tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//5// 
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Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! In this fearsome and horrifying ocean-like world full of 
sorrows, miseries, troubles and tribulations, there are numerous wild and cruel 
creatures, thousands of poisonous dragons spewing venomous wrathful fire of 
vengeance, swirling and ever changing swift currents representing birth, old age and 
death, terrible and horrifying alligators/crocodiles symbolising ‘Kaam’ (lust, passions, 
yearnings, greed, desires, licentiousness, promiscuity etc.) and ‘Mada’ (haughtiness, 
arrogance, pride, ego, hypocrisy) in the form of the mind-heart-intellect complex of 
the creatures—I have fallen in such an awesome ocean of sorrows and miseries, fears 
and torments. I earnestly request you to liberate and deliver me from this ocean. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (5). 


aft AR Helehe e e fifisa—qu)e 
SIT FT TA SACHA | 
cdi Tora Wr! (fe TAT! H BUMBA di || 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] AIS VaR 441—491 3 euro femur ql WI UI 
ērti wp aT ERI dr H fear oT we € sdb ye Misa Aga sī wn oy gg d 
zfud è sur Fe, die, mre ole cat Gas 3mfe Sp qur ae sm qup enit 
IRT S A AT SR He hm WHS TA, aH A Wd USD mud 
QST STH AS FLT YE, UST ated ARE (&)| 


sansrti-ghora-madotkata-kufijara-trt-ksuda-nirada-pindita-tundam 
dandakaronmathitam ca rajastama unmada-moha-madojjhitamartam/ 
dīnamananyagatirn krpanam Saranagatamasu vimocaya müdham 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//6// 


Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! Even as a thirsty and hungry elephant who has become 
wild, agitated and angry due to thirst and hunger is forcefully brought under control 
by a goad, you must deliver me—who have sought shelter in your august, holy and 
divine feet—from the various torments such as ‘Mada’ (arrogance, haughtiness, 
hypocrisy, pride and ego), ‘Moha’ (attachments, infatuations, delusions), ‘Matsarya’ 
(envy, jealousy, malice, ill-will) and other faults such as ‘Raj’ (passions, desires, 
yearnings, greed, selfishness, ambitions, stormy temperament etc. which are 
collectively called the 2nd quality of a creature) and *Tam' (the most lowly behaviour 
producing inertia, sins, evils, vices, pervertness etc.) associated with this world. I am 
most ignorant, foolish, lowly and wretched, but have come to seek refuge in your holy 
feet nevertheless. So, oh Raghunandan, have mercy on me. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (6). 
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STATS A— 1—3 A— PAO Ud TAU 

@ Wan! wenn! cat He Agfa | 

«d Set SPT a fro Aa cache cafa got! 
cf Moat Waar! che Ca! Ā ATAA, IN II 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] test sat 4 afta wa À Ya ud RR W3Ided EH 
KU wo d v WSK, $OWENUMM, € HTS HS Sp qu WX ST eo mii ST Gi 
Wm, fiat, Tet us TR Tr Se ĀM WHS du, À aH Tet Wl dar 
LT SIT STITT US KAT XE, Tar ater ART (vy)! 


janmasatarjita-papa-samanvita-hrtkamale patite pašukalpe 

raghuvira he! maharanadhira! dayam kuru mayyatimandamanise/ 

tvam jananī bhagini ca pita mama tavadasi tvavitapi krpālo! 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//7// 


Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! Due to the sins, evils and misdeeds and their integrated 
effects accumulated over hundreds of births, my heart has become depraved and 
degraded to the low level of an animal (1.e. it has become pervert and low like an 
animal with animal-like instincts devoid of wisdom and discrimination faculty to 
distinguish between what is good and what is bad), and I am really very foolish and 
stupid. Oh Raghunandan, oh the valiant and steadfast one in the battle-field! Have 
mercy on me who am of a very low intellect and utterly stupid. You are my mother, 
my father, my sister and my protector. So, oh Raghunandan, have mercy on me. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (7). 


ai q Stata Ae eua 

TA feed AARAA ATST! SA VOT AY ATA | 
GTA: fata Fer BG ca! Wasa YATA J 
cH Terr Waa! efe Ta! Ho BTA IKI 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] @ fW! ST care, Ta Fast, HTS Wb AST 
AUT fat gu, sem $a WS sme wf oa ae À feat wo R sme? $ aa! 
anè TOT HAS a safer at A snag fea e) 8 ta, dio afed sg Ad ouam 
qv AT WHS AA, Fah GTO! St WT HT ES SIT AS GRUT 
TĀ, Ua ated ARE (<) 


tvam tu dayalumakificana-vatsala-mutpala haramaparamudaram 

rama vihaya kamanyamanamayamisa! janar $aranam nanu yayam/ 
tvatpadapajhamatah $ritameva muda khalu deva! sadā'va sasitam// 

tvam bhajato raghunandana! dehi dayaghana! me svapadambujadasyam//8// 
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Oh Raghunandan Sri Ram! You are merciful, kind and compassionate, benevolent 
and magnanimous towards have-nots. You wear a garland of lotus flowers, are 
gracious and benign. Where shall I go except you who are unique in so many ways? 
[That is, where will I find someone who is so great, compassionate, merciful, kind, 
benevolent and magnanimous to take care of me, who am so wretched, lowly, 
humble, ignorant and stupid.] Oh Lord! That is why I have taken shelter in your holy, 
divine and august feet. Oh Lord! I beseech you, along with Sita, to give me your 
protection. So, oh Raghunandan, have mercy on me. 

Oh a treasury of mercy and compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to 
worship and serve you (8). 


vor: 
T: GRUT aI STAT THT 
qar- a-a aR ea fret | 
TS IU aenep d 
IJ TSR GI] SASAR SEET, 118 |i 
TATAD AT | 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 314 HITE, SAT g Wm, deni 4 Te él 
ay SI Us mi 4 ed at oues ay ad dz A fen mui ao di 
WS amu aA ATA zu SAH GT ST WSs SMT È aE TH STAT Hl VIA 
aad e ud as BOT Hae Ht srepa dal ar sme ara  (3)| 


GRATE Ka GAT BST | 


phalasrutih 


yah karunamrta-sindhuranatha-janottamabandhurajottamakari 
bhaktabhayormi-bhavā'bdhitarī-sarayū-tatinītata-cāru bihari/ 

tasya raghupravarasya nirantara-mastakametadanistaharam vai 

yastu pathedamarahsa naro labhate’cyutaramapada’mbujadasyam//9// 


sitaramastakam sampūrņam 


Benefits of reciting this Stotra:- You are like an ocean of nectar consisting of mercy, 
kindness and compassion. You are a protector, helper and supporter of those who are 
lowly, distressed, humble and deprived. You are righteous and virtuous, are the 
remover of the fears and torments of your devotees which engulf them like currents 
and whirlpools in river Saryu. You roam on the banks of the river and are the senior 
most member of the clan of Raghu. You are a destroyer of the misfortunes and 
adverse circumstances faced by your devotees. Anyone who reads and recites this 
‘Sita Ramashtak’ Stotra with devotion, humility and conviction is able to attain 
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immortality and become eligible to serve your holy, divine and august lotus-like feet 
forever. 


Thus ends ‘Sita Ramashtak’ Stotra. 


Tk k k 2K 2K K K 


(5.5) Ram Raksha Stotra 


RTARTA 
fafyart: 


(A) sme FRERARAAASRS grain aes: sRaR Masel «ddr Ad EU wee: Ula 
wih: SAM STAM Hlth saa Wada far rart: | 


ramaraksastotram 


viniyogah 


devata anustup chandah sita Sa à ih $riman hanuman kilakam 
$riramacandraprityarthe ramaraksastotrajape viniyogah/ 


Introduction/Benediction 


A- This Ram Raksha Stotra was conceived and propounded by sage Budh Kaushik. 
The presiding (patron) Gods (deity) are Sita and Sri Ram, celebrations (of the Lord's 
glories) are the hymns (stanzas), Sita is the Shakti (driving essential force), Hanuman 
is the fulfiller (or the one who implements or enforces the promises and vows made in 
it authoritatively), and it is prayed (or asserted, declared) that Sri Ram is pleased by 
(hearing or singing of) it. 


an bal 


(B) wees gangy agua dd det qun 
LPA IATA | gmTeNSeUdrmqueetetreeitad 
inard arareipnāiki «uqestermeci NIHU | | 


Dhyanam 


dhyayedajanubahum dhrtasaradhanusam baddhapa ù asanastharn pitarn vaso 
vasanam navakamaladalaspardhinetram prasannam/ 
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vamamankarudhasitamukhakamalamilallocanam niradabham 
nanalankaradiptam dadhatamurujatamandalam ramacandram// 


Concentration of Mind 


B- Sri Ramchandra—who bears a bow and an arrow, is sitting in a meditative posture 
of concentration called ‘Padmasan’ [a lotus-like posture used by hermits and ascetics 
while meditating], is wearing a Pitambar [a yellow silk body-wrapping seamless 
length of garment, worn like male Dhoti; worn by Lord Vishnu], whose pleasant, 
contented, blissful eyes compete with a newly opened lotus flower (in its beauty, 
radiance, charm, attractiveness, glow and magnificence) and looks at Sita who is 
seated to his left, and who has a ‘long’ arm [‘long’ is a figure of speech here, meaning 
a long reach to protect his devotees], is of a dark complexion which is like the rain 
bearing clouds, is adorned with various types of ornaments and decorations, and has a 
large (crown of) matted hairs—should be concentrated (or meditated, focussed 
attention) upon. 


HAA 


aRG vemm Monta Km | 
weer YA WETHRTPSISRTR | |1 || 


stotram 


(Hymn) 


caritam raghunāthasya Satakotipravistaram/ 
ékaikamaksaram pumsam mahapatakanasanam//1// 


1. Sri Raghunath's (Lord Sri Ram's) glorious fames, noble characters and peerless 
virtues, are spread millions of times far and wide (i.e. it is measureless, fathomless, 
and cannot be described), and each letter (or word, syllable) of it is potent enough to 
destroy a person's huge (grave) sins and misdemeanours (1). 


eer Aaaa VIA aANT | 
CIT eae segge | |2 | | 
PART PA | 


Caches TTT faxa |13 1 | 
«Rai «USS: MeN UAT | 


RR 4 Wea: Ug Ae IRANA: | |4 | | 


dhyatva nilotpalasyamam rāmam rājīvalocanam/ 
jānakīlaksmaņopetam jatamukutamanditam//2// 
sasitunadhanurbanapanim naktarncarāntakam/ 
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svalilaya jagattratumavirbhütamajam vibhum//3// 
ramaraksam pathetprajnah papaghnim sarvakamadam/ 
Siro me raghavah patu bhalam dasarathatmajah//4// 


2-4. Lord Sri Ram—who is dark complexioned like a blue lotus, is lotus-eyed, is 
adorned by a crown of matted hairs, has a sword, a quiver, a bow and an arrow in his 
hands, is the slayer of demons (i.e. evil, demonic, satanic forces), has manifested 
himself (as an incarnation assuming a human body/form) by virtue of his delusionary 
powers for the protection (welfare) of the world, is without birth (i.e. is without a 
beginning) and is omnipresent and all-pervading—should be remembered 
(concentrated upon) along with Sita and Laxman. And wise and enlightened persons 
should read (recite) with due devotion, faith, belief and reverence this Ram Raksha 
Stotra which is all wishfulfilling and is an eliminator (vanquisher) of all sins, 
misdemeanours and evil effects of bad deeds and actions (2-4). 


ame eit ug Aaa: o sp 
am ug epar ye ffe |15 | | 


kausalyeyo dršau patu višvāmitrapriyah Sruti/ 
ghranam patu makhatrata mukham saumitrivatsalah//5// 


5. [All the epithets that are used in the following verse nos. 5-9, seeking the Lord's 
protection, apply to Lord Ram.] 

The son of Kaushalya (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) should protect my eyes; he who is 
dear to sage Vishwamitra should secure (keep safely) the ears; the protector of the fire 
sacrifice (of Vishwamitra) should protect the life, while the dear son of Sumitra (i.e. 
Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram) should protect the mouth (5). 


fort faerie: og Hus maaa: | 
vep«ejr f&eurger urg sit ARPT: | |6 | | 


jihvam vidyanidhih patu kantharn bharatavanditah/ 
skandhau divyayudhah patu bhujau bhagnesakarmukah //6 // 


6. Let my tongue (speech) be protected by the one who is a treasury of Vidya 
[knowledge, wisdom, intellect—i.e. Lord Ram], my throat by the one who is praised, 
revered and adored by Bharat, my shoulders by the one who is armed (adorned) by 
most divine arms and armaments, and my arms be protected by the one who has 
broken the (tough) bow of Lord Shiva. (6). 


art xiu ag gau meus | 
"Eg Ug edit aA gaara: | |7 | | 


karau sitapatih patu hridayam jamdagnyajit / 
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madhyam patu kharadhvansi nabhim jāmbavadāsrayah//7// 


7. Let my hands be protected by the dear Lord of Sita, my heart by the one who had 
won-over sage Parashuram, my abdominal area by the one who had slayed the demon 
Khar, navel by the one who was the shelter (refuge) of the bear king Jamvant (7). 


gia: ed ug afer equo. 
OO YET Ug sergefqsmme | 18 | | 


sugrivesah kati patu sakthinī hanumatprabhuh/ 
ürü raghüttamah patu raksahkulavinasakrt//8// 


8. Let my waist be protected by the one who was the Lord of Sugriv, my strengths by 
the one who is the Lord of Hanuman, and my thighs by the one who is the most 
exalted amongst Raghu's clan, and is the destroyer of the clan of demons (8). 


sg Ua wed Gamma | 
oral Ama: urg «raiskaci WU: | |9 || 


jānunī setukrtpātu janghe dasamukhāntakah/ 
pādau vibhisanasridah patu rāmo'khilam vapuh//9// 


9. Let my knee-caps be protected by the one who built (constructed) the bridge 
(across the ocean), my thighs by the one who is the slayer of Ravana, my feet by the 
one who gave fame/renown to Vibhishan, and my whole body by Lord Sri Ram (9). 


Vai was wer cr Ya ued 
wu ferry: web gat facet fae eqno 


etam ramabalopetam raksam yah sukrti pathet/ 
sa cirayuh sukhi putri vijayī vinayī bhavet//10// 


10. That righteous, noble, virtuous and upright person who is emboldened (or imbued 
and bestowed) by the inherent (natural) strength of Lord Sri Ram in him and recites 
(reads with due reverence, faith, belief and devotion) these stanzas of ‘Ram Raksha 
Stotra' is bestowed (or blessed) with a long life, happiness and contentedness, sons 
(i.e. a happy family life), victory (in all spheres of life) and the qualities of humility, 
courteousness, civilised behaviour and high pedigree (10). 


UTT TA TRUST: | 
4 «gali semp Ai «AT? | 111 1 | 
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yu patalabhütalavyomacarina$cha carinah/ 
na drastumapi $a à aste raksitam ramanamabhih//11// 


11. Those souls (who have not attained salvation and have become ghosts, hobgoblins 
or evil spirits), who roam about in the subterranean (underground), terrestrial (earth) 
or celestial (sky) worlds in a disguised form (and pounce upon living creatures to cast 
their evil spell on them), cannot even glance at a person who is protected by the 
(various) names of Lord Sri Ram (as a protective shield or armour against these evil 
spirits) (11). 


waa wae wedi WD WW 
aR a femp urtdk+ Ro a AANI Nl 


rameti ramabhadreti ramacandreti va smaran/ 
naro na lipyate papairbhuktim muktim ca vindati//12// 


12. By remembering (the various names of Lord Sri Ram such as) Ram, Ram Bhadra 
(literally meaning, Ram the gentle, pious, virtuous one) and Ram Chandra (meaning, 
Ram who is as beautiful, soothing and comforting as the moon), a person does not 
become engrossed in (i.e. engulfed by, captivated by) sins, vices, misdemeanours, evil 
deeds and thoughts, and at the same time enjoys all the comforts of this world (while 
alive) and achieves emancipation and salvation (in the end) (12). 


GTS APA ST WATT | 
g pÈ gaa PRA: wdREg3 |/13 || 


jagajjaitraikamantrena ramanamnabhiraksitam/ 
yah kanthe dharayettasya karasthah sarvasiddhayah//13// 


13. Any person who learns by heart [not by rot, but with understanding, belief, 
conviction, faith and devotion] this Stotra—which is protected (patronised) by Lord 
Sri Ram's name and which in turn is the only Mantra potent enough to enable one to 
conquer the world—can control or have power or spell over all the Siddhis (i.e. all the 
Siddhis are under his command). [There are 8 types of Siddhis viz.—Anima, Garima, 
Mahima, Laghima, Prapti, Prakamya, Ishvatwa, Vashitwa.] (13). 


quidem U pi RK | 
samedi: Wd AA SAGT |14 | | 


vajrapanjaranamedam yo ramakavacam smaret/ 
avyahatajnah sarvatra labhate jayamangam//14// 


14. Those persons who remember (invoke) this unbreakable armour of Lord Sri Ram 
called * Vajra-Panjar' (an unbreakable shield which is hard, invincible like the Indra's 
weapon Vajra and which cannot be ruptured, pierced or split), are always obeyed 
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everywhere (i.e. no one dare do anthing against their wishes), and he gets applause, 
fame and auspiciousness everywhere at all times (14). 


emfasedrsrem wA eA E: | 
dem AiR: wget gHPIRTA: | 15 | | 


adistavanyatha svapne ramaraksamimam harah/ 
tatha likhitavanpratah prabuddho budhakausikah//15// 


15. In the very manner in which Lord Shiva had instructed these stanzas of Ram 
Raksha Stotra (be composed) to sage Budh Kaushik in his dreams, he had written it 
down exactly as instructed when he woke up in the morning (15). 


oR: peugeot fare: TATA | 
efüwraferemerai NA: SA T Nell 


aramah kalpavrksanam viramah sakalapadam/ 
abhiramattilokanam ramah $rimansa nah prabhuh//16// 


16. Lord Sri Ram—who is like a garden of Kalpa Trees (i.e. is full of such potential, 
ability or qualities which can fulfil all desires of any kind of his devotees, for even 
one Kalpa Tree is able to do it, so when there are numerous such trees at a place, what 
to talk of their potential!), is the one who brings to an end (i.e. helps one to overcome 
or surmount) all difficulties, troubles, problems, hurdles and hindrances (faced by a 
person in achieving success in his endevours), who 1s the most beautiful (charming 
and captivating; here, ‘beautiful’ not only refers to his physical charm but more so to 
his virtues, noble characters, glories and fame)—is our Lord (16). 


qoul we YHarl HETTE | 
yela ARRATE | |17 11 
wert ardt dargdt serait | 
gab RRA ATRI AARTO | |18 || 
Weal UIT Asi o TAA | 
RETBE RI araa a uei 


taruņau rūpasampannau sukumārau mahābalau/ 
pundarikavisalaksau cirakrsnajinambarau//17// 
phalamilasinau dantau tapasau brahmacarinau/ 

putrau dasarathasyaitau bhratarau ramalaksmanau//18// 
Saranyau sarvasattvanam $resthau sarvadhanusmatam/ 
raksahkulanihantarau trayetam no raghüttamau//19// 


17-19. He, who is of (an eternal) young age (i.e. is perpetually youthful), of a 
beautiful countenance, is soft and tender (in heart, thoughts and feelings; ‘tender’ 
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should not be misinterpreted as a soft, well-cared skin or body alone, though it also 
means that), most strong and valorous, has eyes like large lotuses, who wears a 
Pitambar and the hide of a dark-skinned deer, eats fruits and roots, is restrained (i.e. 
has control over his desires and sense organs) is like an ascetic or a hermit, is a 
celibate, gives shelter/refuge to all creatures, is the best among all those who hold a 
bow (i.e. is the best archer) and is the destroyer (eliminator) of the demon clan 
(representing evils and vices)—that Lord Sri Ram, who is the best in Raghu's clan and 
is the son of Dasrath, together with Laxman, should protect us (17-19). 


APTA SAT a r A GM — ATAPI STATA | 


VOT HA Waa: Uy Wea TESTI | |20 | | 


āttasajjadhanusāvisuspršā-vaksayāsuganisangasanginau/ 
raksanaya mama ramalaksmana-vagratah pathi sadaiva gacchatam//20// 


20. Lord Sri Ram and Laxman—who have got a stringed bow at the ready, who are 
touching the arrows and have a quiver full of infallible and invincible arrows—should 
walk in my vanguard (in my front) on the path to protect me (20). 


wig: gad wet amaryl yar! 
TOA A Ug WaT: | |21 || 


sannaddhah kavaci khangī capabanadharo yuva/ 
gacchanmanorathannasca ramah patu salaksmanah//21// 


21. Lord Sri Ram, who is always ready, acting, agile, earnest and diligent, who wears 
a strong armour, has a sword in his hand, bears a bow and an arrow, and is of a young 
(i.e. an eternally) youthful age, should walk in front of us along with Laxman and 
protect our desires, intentions, wishes and hopes (i.e. ensure that they are fulfilled) 
(21). 


aT RA: R Aeg «Feil | 
PIR: S quf: sheer VERTU: | |22 | | 


IRT d gb: AEAF: | 
eque yoy wurde A SHE | 124 | | 


ramo dasarathih sūro laksmananucaro balī/ 

kākutsthah purusah purnah kausalyeyo raghüttamah//22// 
vedantavedyo yajnesah puranapurusottamah/ 
janakivallabhah srimanaprameyaparakramah//23// 

ityetani japannityam madbhaktah $raddhayanvitah/ 
asvamedhadhikam punyam sampranpoti na sansayah//24// 
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22-24. [The Lord asserts that—] 'Lord Ram, the son of Dasrath, the most valours, 
brave and courageous, whose follower is Laxman and who is the most strong, is an 
heir to king Kukutastha of the Sun-dynasty, is manly (brave, dignified, noble), is 
complete in all respects (because he is a manifestation of the Supreme Brahm, and 
therefore lacks nothing, is all encompassing and is encompassed by all), is the son of 
Kaushalya, is the most exalted, the best and the most superior in the clan of Raghu, is 
the essence of and an expert in Vedant (Upnishads, the pristine philosophy and the 
essence of the 4 Vedas), is the patron Lord of all Yagyas [fire sacrifices, vows and 
austerities], is the most exalted and Supreme ‘Purush’ [macrocosmic Virat Purush or 
Lord] mentioned in and praised by the Purans, is the dear (husband) of Sita, is the 
most honoured, respected and revered one, and has limitless, boundless and 
measureless valour, power, prowess and might— by repeating (chanting) these 
‘names’ (or remembering, recalling or thinking of these qualities, virtues, characters 
or specilities) daily (i.e. as a routin, or as a practice) with due faith, belief, respect and 
devotion, my devotee gets a greater reward or fruit than performing a Horse-sacrifice. 
There is no doubt (or hesitation, confusion, suspicion) about it.' (22-24). 


WH gale gari Weare | 
qaa aaa dq vu RT: 1 125 11 


ramam durvadalasyamam padmaksarn pitavasasam/ 
stuvanti namabhirdivyairna te sansarino narah//25// 


25. Those who worship and adore the Lord Sri Ram—who is dark complexion like a 
grass blade [a kind of grass named Igrostis Linearis| is lotus-eyed and wears a 
Pitambar—with these divine (holy, powerful, potent, mystical) names (as described in 
stanza 22-24), do not fall in the eddy of the whirlpool-like mundane world (i.e. this 
delusionary existence and its entrapping snares) (25). 


We coeds wey via xps 

pga wenig prāti faunu enfe 
«Tors UIT GRRAdTU Surge | 

dd HHRMA whole Wad Wao | 126 | | 


ramam laksmanapūrvajam raghuvaram sitapatim sundaram 
kakutstham karunarnavam gunanidhim viprapriyam dharmikam// 
rajendram satyasandham da$arathatanayam Syamalam $antamürtim 
vande lokabhiramam raghukulatilakam raghavam ravanarim//26// 


26. I pray, honour and pay my obeisance to Lord Ram who is elder to Laxman, is the 
best and most exalted in the clan of Raghu, is the Lord of Sita, is most beautiful and 
charming, is the son of the clan of king Kukutasta of the Sun-dynasty, is an ocean of 
mercy, compassion and kindness, is a treasury of virtues, noble characters and 
qualities, is a devotee of (or one who adores or respects Brahmins [learned class of 
people], is most righteous and noble, is a King among kings, is most steadfast in 
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truthfulness, is the son of Dasrath, is an image of peace and bliss, is of dark 
complexion, is (the most) beautiful (charming, lovable, great; possessing magnificent 
characters and auspicious virtues), in all the worlds (i.e. in the entire creation), is like 
a Tilak (i.e. is foremost, supreme and most exalted) in the dynasty of king of Raghu, 
is called Raghav (i.e. one who is born in Raghu's dynasty), and is the slayer of Ravana 
(the ten-headed demon king of Lanka) (26). 


UT «UAT waa di | 
vgs ea Area: eA | 127 || 


ramaya ramabhadraya ramacandraya vedhase/ 
raghunathaya nathaya sitayah pataye namah//27// 


27. ‘Ram, Rambhadra (i.e. the noble, righteous, gentle, virtuous Ram), Ramchandra 
(i.e. Ram who is as beautiful, comforting and soothing as the moon), who is the 
manifestation of the creator himself, who is the Lord of Raghu's clan, who is the Lord 
himself, and who is the Lord (husband) of Sita-—I bow my head reverentially to him 
(27). 


SR WA XGA UA KIA 

ZĪRTA WA BRATS UA TA | 
ŠĪRTA WA pP WA WA 

SRT UA MRT Ad NTH. STH | |28 | | 


Srirama rama raghunandana rama rāma 
$rirama rama bharatagraja rama rama/ 
$rirama rāma raņakarkaša rama rama 

$rirama rāma Saranam bhava rama rāma//28// 


28. Oh Lord Sri Ram, the son of Raghu's clan! Oh Lord Sri Ram, the elder brother of 
Bharat! Oh Lord Sri Ram, the most valiant, brave, courageous, steadfast and patient in 
the battle-field (or in war)! Please be my shelter and refuge (i.e. be the Lord who 
gives me solace, succour, protection and patronage) (28). 


ĀRITASORUĪ ATT ERI 
SPRATT THAT Tora | 
Masa ĒRU afr 
ŠĪRTAA ANVI! BRT uua | |29 | | 


$riramacandracaranau manasa smarāmi 
Sriramacandracaranau vacasa grnami/ 
$riramacandracaranau Sirasa namami 
Sriramacandracaranau Saranam prapadye//29// 
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29. I remember the holy feet of Lord Sri Ramchandra with sincerity (i.e. with my 
mind, intellect and heart); chant aloud about the (glories, fames, virtues and potential 
powers of) holy feet of Lord Sri Ram, bow my head to pay obeisance at the (holy) feet 
of Lord Sri Ram, and take shelter, protection and/or refuge of the (holy) feet of Lord 
Sri Ram (29). 


Ale MAY HÍOudT NTC 

COTA YA ART MAAS: | 
wded 4 Waal «UI 

ara TS da SIRE SII 130 | | 


mata ramo matpita ramacandrah 
svami ramo matsakha ramacandrah/ 
sarvasvam me ramacandro dayalu- 
rnanyam jane naiva jane na jane//30// 


30. Lord Sri Ram is my mother, Lord Sri Ram is my father, Lord Sri Ram is my Lord, 
and Lord Sri Ram is my friend and companion. The merciful, compassionate and kind 
Lord Sri Ram is all-in-all (everything, everyone) for me; I do not know (or recognise) 
any one except him—not at all, for sure! (30). 


«für as a TA a GAH 
qwdr Aree RAAF | 131 II 


daksine laksmano yasya vame ca janakatmaja/ 
purato marutiryasya tam vande raghunandanam//31// 


31. I pay my obeisance to Raghunandan (literally meaning ‘the great son of the Raghu 
dynasty; Lord Sri Ram) who has Laxman (his younger brother) on his right, daughter 
of Janak (Sita, his divine consort) on his left, and the son of Wind-God (Hanuman) in 
the front (31). 


hd. wearer | 
peH HOUTHL d 
ARATE WOT We! | |32 | | 


lokabhiramam ranarangadhiram 
rajivanetram raghuvansanatham/ 
karunyarupam karunankaram tam 
$riramacandram saranam prapadye//32// 
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32. He is the most beautiful and charming in the whole world (i.e. the entire creation), 
is the most courageous, patient, brave and valiant as well as an expert in the art of 
warfare, is lotus-eyed, is the leader of the clan of Raghu, is an embodiment and 
treasury of mercy, compassion and kindness—I take refuge with such a Lord Sri Ram 
(32). 


mAd Adora 

Rasa gaai ARA | 
TAA TART 

SRA BT WI | 133 || 


manojavam marutatulyavegam 
jitendriyam buddhimatam varistham/ 
vatatmajam vanarayuthamukhyam 
$riramadutam saranam prapadye//33// 


33. [This verse is dedicated to Hanuman, the wisest, and the most faithful and devoted 
follower of Lord Ram.] 

He, whose speed (of motion) is as swift and agile as the mind and whose force 
is as fierce as the wind, who is most restrained (i.e. as full control over his sense 
organs) and is the most exalted among the wise ones—I take shelter/refuge with that 
son of the Wind-God who is the most exalted amongt the monkeys, and is the 
messenger of Lord Sri Ram (33). 


port RÀ A AURA | 
awa ofa at  dreWifa»eprfcoera | 134 | | 


kūjantarn ramarameti madhuram madhurāksaram/ 
aruhya kavitasakham vande vālmīkikokilam//34// 


34. [This verse is dedicated in the honour of sage Valmiki who was the first to write 
the holy story of Lord Ram that is known worldwide as the ‘Ramayana’. ] 

I pay my obeisance to and honour the cuckoo representing sage Valmiki, 
which sits on a branch of a tree representing poetry (1.e. the epic Ramayan) and chants 
sweetly and most pleasantly the holy name of Lord Sri Ram which has two sweet 
letters (RA and MA) (34). 


emamaa ë ai WISI | 
cere aR yar RT urere 135 || 


apadamapahartaram dataram sarvasampadam/ 
lokābhirāmam sriramam bhüyo bhüyo namamyaham//35// 
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35. The one who steals (1.e. dispels, eliminates, removes or helps us to overcome or 
surmount) all troubles, difficulties, hurdles, problems and obstacles, is a bestower of 
all types of prosperities and wealth (i.e. happiness and well-beings), and who is the 
most beautiful and charming in the whole world—I again and again (repeatedly) bow 
my head to such a Lord Sri Ram (35). 


we wads KAA | 
qvid = Sagat RAA TOA 136 | | 


bharjanam bhavabijanamarjanam sukhasampadam/ 
tarjanam yamadütanam ramarameti garjanam//36// 


36. ‘Ram-Ram’—chanting of these words (or Mantras) aloud (in a resounding voice) 
is able to (i.e. results in; is potent enough to) roast all the ‘seeds’ of this world (i.e. all 
the roots and causes of evils, vices and sins, of troubles, torments, miseries, agonies, 
anguish and sorrows, of delusions, attachments, infatuations and indulgences, of 
greed, avarice, lust and passion, of all deeds and actions that pulls a soul again and 
again into the quagmire or whirlpool of this mundane, delusionary world consisting of 
life and death and re-birth), is the bestower of (or, which enables us to achieve) all 
possible comforts, prosperities, wealth and welfares, and instills fear in (the heart of) 
the messengers of Death (so that they desist from tormenting us at the time of death 
i.e. we die peacefully) (36). 


WAT oar: Gar foorad WITH LAR Tl 
wens Pray AT qu TA | | 
KATRA WAT RR WAR WIISCHIÉ 
WA RATU: Wat Fag A Al WA AER | 137 | | 


ramo rajamanih sada vijayate ramam ramesam bhaje 
ramenabhihata nisācaracamū ramaya tasmai namah// 
ramannasti parayanam parataram ramasya dasosmyaham 
rame cittalayah sada bhavatu me bho rama mamuddhara//37// 


37. Lord Sri Ram—who is the best and most exalted among kings—is always 
victorious. I worship, have devotion for and adore Lord Sri Ram who is the husband 
of Laxmi (i.e. another form of Lord Vishnu, the sustainer of the universe). I bow my 
head in reverence (to pay obeisance) to Lord Sri Ram who crushed the whole army of 
demons. There is no greater shelter (or refuge) than Lord Sri Ram. I am a humble 
follower (servant) of that (i.e. such a) Lord Sri Ram. Let my mind and intellect be 
always engrossed and submerged in the thoughts of Lord Sri Ram (i.e. let me think of 
nothing else except Lord Ram). Oh Lord Sri Ram! Please give me liberation (from 
this cycle of birth and death) and salvation (to my soul) (37). 


wa wats was xà WA FARA 
Wee adel VIAA aA] 1381 | 
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rama rameti rameti rame rame manorame/ 
sahattanama tattulyam ramanama varanane//38// 


38. [Lord Shiva told Parvati—] 'Oh Dear! My Mana (mind, sub-conscious and heart; 
my total inner-being) constantly remains submerged and engrossed in remembering 
and adoring the most holy, divine, pleasant, charming and spiritually elevating name 
of Lord Sri Ram. I live in it; I meditate upon it; I contemplate on it; I think, hear, talk 
and discuss of nothing else except Lord Ram's holy name ‘RAM’. It is my life, and 
the essence of my whole existence and being. 

This single name ‘RAM’ of Lord Ram is equivalent to thousands of holy 
names of the Supreme Lord, and is the most exalted and respected amongst them all. 
[The single word Mantra ‘Ram’ is equivalent to repeating one thousand names of 
Lord Vishnu, or for that matter, any other name or Mantra.] (38). ' 


DLLLLLLLLI 
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Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras & Hymns 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 6 


Lord Ram's Mantras appearing in the ‘Upanishads’ 


In this Chapter we shall read the holy divine hymns of Lord Ram as they appear in the 
sacred Upanishads as follows: 


(6.1) Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 4/1 to 4/47 
(6.2) Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4, verse nos. 43-63 
(6.3) Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 7: 

(6.4) Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-106 

(6.5) Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 1 

(6.6) Kali Santaran Upanishad, verse no. 2 


Tk sk k k k k K K ok 


(6.1) Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad 
Canto 5, verse nos. 4/1 to 4/47 


The Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad belongs to the Atharva Veda tradition. We read 
about Lord Ram’s holy Mantras in its Canto 5, verse nos. 4/1 to 4/47 as follows:-- 


w/*. 3+ "p € d ATR: U TRAE Gen sep qs: am d AAT am: 
| 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavanadvaitaparamanandatma, 
yatparam brahma bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/1// 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% at sd ura sahara Ed feu dt WaT él 
d sfēra Ta SST sme Zi SÀ Valga sp rur p Wan, a: — "m didi oe 
@ de ga Hat a xg: haat a Aves & du IS SEF (2) 


[Are : wary wee mp 14 feng aap tad, aah sni, wept ae, aah 
Ft, wept sm a wat Ara- ve 8: Cb SH Ta He RT È |] 


4/1. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’! (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is ‘Advaitya’—i.e. he is non-dual, without a parallel, is peerless and 
unique. 

He is the ‘Atma’ (or soul; the pure consciousness) that is an embodiment or a 
fount of ‘Param Anand*—1.e. he is the personified form of the eternal and ethereal 
cosmic Consciousness that is an image of supreme, pure and absolute bliss, beatitude 
and felicity. 

He is the most majestic, exalted, sublime and supreme transcendental Brahm 
personified. The three Lokas called Bhu (3), Bhuvaha (a) and Swaha (a) are 
nothing but the same divine Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/1). 


['The word ‘Bhagwan’ has two parts— ‘Bhag’ and ‘wan’. The 2nd part ‘wan’ means 
‘one who possesses’. The 1st part ‘Bhag’ refers to the following six qualities or 
virtues in their entirety—(1) ‘Aishwarya’ of all sorts—i.e. someone who has all 
majesty, powers, wealth, fortune, opulence, flourish, supremacy, sway, dominance, 
glory, grandeur, omnipotence and other glorious virtues, (2) ‘Dharma’—1i.e. to have 
the virtues of auspiciousness, righteousness, probity, propriety, virtuous and noble 
conduct and thought, (3) ‘Yash’—1.e. the fame, glory, majesty and renown that 
comes with possessing noble and virtues qualities, (4) 'Sree'—1i.e. wealth, prosperity, 
pomp and circumstance, prestige, splendour, glory and honour, and all other factors 
associated with those qualities mentioned in serial no. 1-3 above, (5) "Gyan'—.e. 
comprehensive knowledge, erudition, wisdom, skills, expertise and enlightenment, 
and (6) complete ‘Vairagya’—1.e. full and sincere renunciation, detachment and 
dispassion towards this world and its material sense objects as well as towards this 
body and its desires for gratification’. 

Hence, anyone who is endowed with the above six qualities is called a 
‘Bhagwan’. 

Conventionally, the word is used as a synonym for the words ‘Lord, God, 
Supreme Being’, and is used for someone who is glorious, divine, holy, majestic, 
honoured and revered. 


"The three worlds represented by the three cryptic words are ‘Bhu’ representing the 
earth, ‘Bhuvaha’ representing the sky above the earth, and ‘Swaha’ representing the 
heavens. These representative words and their respective worlds were created by the 
creator Brahma at the beginning of creation. ] 
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w/*. 3 Ub d ATH: U Wa CEGRSUSGDNHICHD Ya: TR d AAT AT: | 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yascakhandaikarasatma bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/2 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% aT sa Ars share od fne A TTT] él 
d FS GST WT EQ wales ga aa 4, xen, xp: — ae di oe 6 ae 
aa ft at a és Shera a fry <td aan AHEM È (2)! 


4/2. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the supreme Atma or Soul (the pure cosmic Consciousness) which is 
eternal, uniform, universal, indivisible and immutable; it is a single entity that cannot 
be partitioned, fractioned and fractured in any way whatsoever. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/2). 


«/3. 3% WSF MITT: U Ta Va Tad fa: MATE d GUI T: | 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yasca brahmanandamrtam bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/3 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un sass 6 3 eae at WTA él 
d SAT sade Ta ET P. sī wsiepE ga aa 4, sg: 4: — ae di 
crm é we ous tt ot a Eg ga spes a eae a Aa oe ae ? (3)! 


4/3. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is a personified form of the Amrit (the ambrosia or elixir) of supreme and 
undiluted Anand (bliss, happiness, ecstasy, beatitude and felicity) that is associated 
with Brahm and Brahm-realisation. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 
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I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/3). 


¥/%. ab WS d Asse: Ta aes Fa Wa: eS 3 AAT M: | 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yasttarakam brahma bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/4 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st sm un sRmeez 6 3 eae d TTT él 
4 wmm sep tl sl wales ga aa Y, Ya: 4: — ue db ore € we ws cf rp d 
$134 shes at PIT wb sn TUER È (v)I 


4/4. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Tarak Brahm—4.e. he is the supreme Lord who can provide the creature 
with liberation and deliverance from this world and its never ending miseries and the 
cycle of birth and death. He is the supreme Lord who can provide the soul of the 
creature with emancipation and salvation. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/4). 


xju. 3 AEF MIT: uw Ta di gar fugiat a: wean jas wma d 
TAT M: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yo brahma visņurmahešvaro yah 


sarvadevatma bhūrbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/5 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un sRmeez 6 3 eae d MAGIGE ŽI 
4 sr, Aa ah Rra tl d udana mae RI ot wales sup aay, as, = — 
ae dH orm € ge ga vf p a Bg ga e a fees A AT ae TR 
? (4) 


4/5. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 
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He is the one who has revealed himself as the Trinity Gods known as Brahma 
(the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer) and Shiva (the concluder). [This is obviously true 
as these three Gods of the Trinity represent the Supreme Being performing three 
functions of creation, and Lord Ram is that Supreme Being.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/5). 


«/8. 3 Ub € d Asa: U WEN À ad da: TST: SIT TT Wa: auri 
d «db AA: 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan ye sarve vedah sangah sasakhah 


sapuranah bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/6 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st sm un sRmeeZ 6 3 faa d WTA él 
4 aft Ra wat de, svat VISTU, yer dem p ame ot dt oie € 34 Had T 
X Afsa $i at udfepE ga dat y, jen, xps — ae ch Yy enfe st di ae 
34 Wah wT 4 gfafiga gat wies ga aay, fa:, xd: — e didb che 6 sc 
ag ft at & 1 sa mast! at Aras A A SmISR Tee P (6)! 


4/6. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

All the Vedas, their branches, all the Purans and other scriptures are nothing but 
the Lord revealed in their forms. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/6). 


we. 3% WSF MITTS: U Ta at stare ga: erst d AAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān yo jivatma bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/7 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st sm un sRmeeZ 6 3 eae d TAT él 
3 sare ET Pa ST Valge gel qur an, c — ae di oe 6 ae ous i 
qr A di serait at Aaa A AT aS TAK P (v)| 
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4/7. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Lord who has revealed himself as the Jivatma or the living being. [The 
word 'Jivatma or Jiva Atma' refers to the living being. Jivatma is the cosmic 
consciousness that comes to live in a gross body, or assumes a form of a gross body. 
Since this gross body harbours the Atma or the pure cosmic consciousness inside it, it 
begins to show all the signs of life and vitality, hence called a ‘Jiva’—1.e. a living 
being. The otherwise inane and lifeless gross body has now become alive and active 
because of the presence of the Atma inside it, thereby giving it the unique honour of 
being a ‘Jiva Atma’. Since the Atma is a universal and unchanging entity that is 
Advaitya or non-dual by nature, and it is another name for the cosmic Consciousness 
known as Brahm that has manifested as Lord Ram, it follows that the Jiva Atma is 
also the Lord in this form.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/7). 


xic. 3 Up d ATH: A Wa GE Bean yet: RSH d Hp WU: | 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yah sarvabhütantaratma bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/8 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un sRmeeZ 6 3 eae d TAT él 
4 apt word ws yat at orate Ši ot wales sup eoo dn, xn — ae di 
crm é decus Mt at a ei a Shea wp fne ép suum queen È (C)| 


4/8. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is *Bhagwan' (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Lord who resides in the bosom of all living beings as their Atma, the 
pure conscious soul, the cosmic Consciusness that resides in the subtle heart or the 
inner-self as the ‘true identity or the true self? of the creature. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/8). 
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x/«. 3 Ub d MTs: CH Sep d Ssnpenpemeunr ua: T d wp TA: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ye devasuramanusyadibhavah 
bhūrbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 9 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% wmm vies m Pd feu d TAT él 
4 aaa, Ig sik Wer smfe RA m wa H frem «| TT wsfeps ga WS SI, 
Wa, a: — ae dat ene $ we us Wb wp a G1 Sesto «i es PCT 
STR TE È (8) 


4/9. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

All the Gods, the non-Gods called the Asurs, and the Humans—indeed, all of 
them are the same Lord Ram (or the supreme Brahm) revealed in their forms. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/9). 


«/20. 3% Ñ 7 d ATT: U Ma a seated Seis: GRA d AAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye matsyakürmadyavatara bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/10 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un sare 6 3 eas d WTA él 
Se AI, Feat ane staan fea A at wieps ga aay, an, xd: — ae dh 
em e ae us Ht a a te heres 9! fees db sum TAT Z (20) 


4/10. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram (in his cosmic form as Vishnu) who had revealed himself as 
incarnations of Lord Matsya! (the Fish incarnation of Vishnu) and Kurma? (the 
Tortoise incarnation of Vishnu). 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/10). 
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['‘Matsya Avtaar' or the Fish incarnation of Lord Vishnu—In this incarnation as a 
Fish or Matsya, which is the first of ten divine incarnations of Vishnu, the Lord is said 
to have saved Manu, the progenitor of mankind, and the Saptarishis (the seven mental 
sons of the creator Brahma) along with their wives during the dooms-day deluge. 
They were made to board a boat which was pulled by this Fish and saved from being 
drowned. They re-populated the world later on. It is a story identical to the Biblical 
story of the Noah’s Arc. 


^Kurma Avtaar' or the Tortoise incarnation of Lord Vishnu—Kurma or Tortoise 
incarnation of Vishnu—lt is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The Lord had 
supported the legendary Mountain called Mandara which had started sinking during 
the churning of the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the elixir 
of eternal and life.] 


¥/22. a AS d ATS: FAM CUN yon fa: augu] 4 Ub T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yasca prano bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/11 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st sm un sRmeeZ 6 3 faa d TTT él 
3 (sila 4) m wen «| Tt wiepE sep dum g, jon, a: — ae aT eum 6 sc 
ag ot at ép Eg fem sp fea & Ao STU THER P (22)! 


4/11. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Pran’ or the vital life sustaining 
forces of creation. [The word ‘Pran’ literally means ‘life and consciousness’. The 
word is used to mean the vital winds in conventional terms of Yoga and Upanishads 
because the vital winds are said to regulate all the functions of the creature’s body. No 
living being can survive without the presence of air in this world. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/11). 


4/22. 3 Ub x d AMS: FMA Aapa wa: qure d FAT AT: 
| 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yo'ntahkaranacatustayatma bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/12 // 
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[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% wm vies ms P d feu d WTA él 
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4/12. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the four aspects of the inner-self of 
all living beings, called the ‘Antahakaran Chatusthaaye’. [The ‘Anthakaran’ is the 
inner self of the creature. It forms his subtle body. It has the following four 
components—Mana (mind), Buddhi (intellect), Chitta (the faculty of concentration, 
paying attention and memory; knowledge and sub-conscious), Ahankar (ego, pride, 
arrogance) and their attendant Vrittis (inherent character, traits, habits, inclinations 
and temperaments of a creature based on these basic components of the subtle body). 
That is, the basic nature of a person and the way he would react to a given 
circumstance, the way he would deal, behave and interact with the world, the way he 
would interpret things, the way he thinks, the things that would appeal to him and the 
things he would abhor, etc.—that is, the overall personality of the creature, all 
depends upon the mental setup tinged with the fundamental character traits that are 
firmly ingrained in him. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/12). 


¥/23. 3% "px d Ass: U Ta ag aA ya: eS d UD T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ya$ca yamo bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/13 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st wd un sRmeez 6 3 eae d WTA él 
4 ay ae wen zi ot wdiepE ga aa 4, an, 4: — m di dm S ae a di 
gr A ši ga dast! a fru a Ae aa AEH È (23)! 


4/13. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Yam’. [The word ‘Yam’ has 
three connotations—(i) Yam is the God of death', and hence Lord Ram is the one who 
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brings about the conclusion of creation in the form of Yam. (ii) Yam is the God of 
Dharma—the deity who is responsible for implementation of the tenets of Dharma, or 
the eclectic principles of auspiciousness, righteousness, probity and propriety as well 
as nobility in thought and conduct. Hence, Lord Ram ensures that the tenets of 
Dharma are upheld in this creation. (iii) Yam also means self restraint and control 
over the sense organs. Hence, Lord Ram exemplifies these grand virtues of creation.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/13). 


[ Yam as God of death and the deity responsible for upkeep of Dharma is the one who 
judges the creature for his deeds during his life and ascertains the reward or 
punishment that he deserves for them; he is therefore also called Dharma-Raj or the 
king who is responsible for ensuring that the grand and eclectic principles of Dharma 
are implemented in full in this world. If any creature violates its principles then Yam 
punishes him by condemning him to suffer in hell. 

Yam God is extensively covered in the 1st and 10th Mandals of the Rig Veda. 
Sukta 10 of the tenth Mandal is totally devoted to him. Yam personifies the concept of 
death and life after death. As opposed to Niriti who is also the God related to death, 
Yam deals with giving justice to the dead person depending upon his deeds that he 
has done during his lifetime. Therefore, he is also called the patron God of Dharma, 
because he gives the dead person an abode in the heaven for his righteous and noble 
life, whereas Niriti is the patron God of death and destruction due to sins and evil way 
of life. According to legends, Yam's sister is Yami. His father is named Vivaswat or 
Vivaswaan, and he is also called ‘Yam Vaivaswat’ (Rig Veda, 10/14/5). His mother's 
name is Saranyu (Rig Veda, 10/17/1-2). He is regarded the patron God of those who 
are dying. He resides in the outer heaven. Out of the 3 Lokas (mythological worlds), 
the first two, i.e. ‘Bhu’ (earth; the terrestrial) and ‘Bhuvaha’ (the sky just above the 
surface of the earth; the space of the solar system) is the realm of Savita (the God who 
is treated as synonymous of Sun), while the third world, the ‘Swaha’ representing the 
heaven, is the abode of Yam (Rig Veda, 10/35/6). In some places he is also regarded 
as the son of a Gandharva and a marine beauty (Rig Veda, 10/10/4).] 


LX. 3% AS d ĀRES: U TAN Aare jg: ee 4 Ub T: | 


om yo ha vai srīrāmacandrah sa bhagavan yascāntako bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/14 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st oma fag dm È 4 fne d TTL él 
d am’ Ra) wer Či sl wales ga Tt oen,  — ge dh ore c 
aa ot at at eg sa terra at PU ct AT TEST THEE È RY) 

4/14. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 


Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 
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Indeed, he is *Bhagwan' (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the one who concludes this creation or brings it to an end, and is the 
only one who lasts even after the creation is concluded. [In other words, (1) Lord Ram 
is Lord Shiva personified, or Lord Shiva is none but Lord Ram in his role as the 
concluder of creation, and (ii) Lord Ram is the cosmic Consciousness or the supreme 
Brahm who is the only entity that survives the conclusion of creation, and from whom 
the next phase of creation starts. This is because Lord Ram as Brahm is infinite, 
eternal and imperishable cosmic Consciousness.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/14). 


«24.3% "pz d Mase: waa US acy wis: TA d AAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$ca mrtyu bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/15 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st sm un sas 6 3 eae d MAGIGE él 
d Yy wer dl st wiepE sep guru, Ja, 14: — ue di Oe P ae ous oH a 
a È 31 dast! at Arse b Tea ATER È (24) 


4/15. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the Mrityu or death’. [In other words, 
the God of Death is a form that Lord Ram takes to bring about the conclusion of 
creation. That is why it has been said in the scriptures that a wise and enlightened man 
does not fear from death as he has developed a sufficiently holistic view of life in 
which he sees the Lord everywhere in every phase of creation—he sees his Lord 
equally in life as well as in death. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/15). 


[‘Lord Ram is the sustainer as well as the concluder of the creation. There is no 
perplexity in it because as Brahm personified, the Lord is the beginning and the end of 
all that exists. Besides this point, Lord Ram has to get rid of evil and corrupt forces of 
creation so that righteousness and auspiciousness can prevail. Therefore, he is 
personified death for those who are pervert and sinful. | 
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LRE. 3 "px d Aaa: Fa USD nis: MT d TÀ T: | 


om yo ha vai $rirámacandrah sa bhagavan ya$camrtam bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/16 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un share 6 3 faa d WTA él 
d aya waren Pap wes ga cay, xen, 4: — Ge di oie $ ge ga dp Gr 
a ép ga smags of frau A Ag aa Uum È (28)! 


4/16. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Amrit’ or the ambrosia or elixir 
of life. He is the nectar of life, the vital force of life, the essence of life, the eternal 
source of life. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/16). 
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4/17. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is *Bhagwan' (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Panch Maha-Bhuts’, or the five 
principal elements of creation. [In other words, the five elements that constitute the 
basic backbone of creation have their value and importance because they are one of 
the many forms of the Supreme Being known as Ram. Or, Lord Ram has assumed 
five forms called the *Panch Bhuts' in order to carry out different functions of this 
creation. The Panch Maha-bhuts are the sky or space, air or wind, fire or energy, 
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water or elixir of life, and earth upon which the entire edifice of creation rests. The 
difference between ‘Five Bhuts’ and ‘Five Maha Bhuts' is that the former refers to the 
above five elements at the microcosmic level of creation dealing with the individual 
creature, while the latter term is applied to the same elements when they are 
considered in their macrocosmic form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/17). 
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4/18. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the entire creation—both in its 
immobile form as well as in its mobile form. [The word ‘Sthaawar’ refers to 
something that does not move or show apparent signs of life—such as members of the 
plant kingdom and rocks, mountains etc., while the word ‘Jangam’ means those who 
are mobile and exhibit clear signs of life—such as the members of the animal 
kingdom. In other words, every single unit of creation is a form of the supreme Brahm 
who is known by another name as Ram. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/18). 
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4/19. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Panch Agnis”, the five divine 
forms of the sacred fire. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/19). 


['The five divine fires are the following—Garhyapatya’: the fire of the household 
hearth, (b) ‘Dakshinagni’: the fire used as a witness to making charities or any other 
religious festivity, (c) ‘Ahavaniya’: the fire to invoke the Gods during a ritualistic 
sacrifice, (d) ‘Sabhya’: the fire of the Vedic period which was continuously lit, and (e) 
*Awasathya': the fire of the later Smriti period. 

The Garhyapatya fire—This is the householder’s fire. A householder has land 
and farm representing ‘earth’ in which he grows food. This food is grown with the 
help of the light of the Sun, and it is cooked in the fire of the fire place in the house. 
Hence, the Garhyapatya fire, or the householder's fire, is intrinsically present and is 
implied in these four entities. It is an integral part of these four. The earth has the ‘fire 
element’ because without heat and warmth, no seed would germinate and no life can 
survive on this earth. The food has fire present inherently in it because it is the energy 
inherent in food which helps to energise the creature that eats it. The presence of heat 
in the sun does not need to be explained because it is very evident. 

The fire was the central piece of all religious life in early times of the Vedic 
period when a fire sacrifice was deemed to be the best religious activity that a 
righteous man can expect to do. In this context, the Garhyapatya fire is the main fire 
lit during such formal fire sacrifices. The fire pit was either square-shaped or rounded. 
In the context of the fire sacrifice, it was used for the purpose of daily rituals, cooking 
or warming the offerings, heating of the vessels, to perform circumambulation, to act 
as a main cauldron or reservoir of the sacred fire which was to be kept perpetually 
burning throughout the life of the householder once it was lit. 

The Dakshinagni fire—This fire is a witness to making of charities when some 
water is poured as libation to the Gods. It signifies that the Gods are offered water to 
drink. To give water to the thirsty is the greatest for of charity. Therefore, this fire is 
symbolically present in water, and when it is poured, it signifies that the heat 
produced by sins committed by the person has been doused. Charities and donations 
make a man famous and renowned, hence the allusion to directions of the earth. His 
glory shines like the bright moon and he is called a star among human beings. He is 
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the most exalted amongst his peers and compatriots even as the moon is most 
prominent amongst the stars in the sky. 

Like in the case of the Garhyapatya fire, the fire that was lit in the main 
sacrificial shed or site just near the main fire pit but to the south of it and where 
donations and charities were made was called Dakshinagni fire. The fire pit for this 
fire was semi-circular or bow-shaped. 

The Ahawaniya fire— This fire is lit to invoke the Gods, and the Gods live in 
the heaven; hence the reference to the sky, heavens and electric. Since Pran is the best 
form of the vital winds, the allusion means that the Gods are the most exalted forms 
that exist in creation. The ‘electric’ is a metaphor for immense strength, potent and 
power, which of course the fire possesses. This inherent quality of Electric that it 
possesses most stupendous powers and strength is likened to the presence of Brahm in 
it even as the great power and strength present in a man is due to the Atma or Pran 
present in him. Even as a man is useless without the presence of Pran in him, the 
Electric would lose its importance if there was no Brahm present in it which gives it 
its punch and strength. 

According to Vedic tradition, the invitational fire, the Ahawaniya fire that is lit 
to invite or invoke the Gods, is started from a spark brought from the Garhyapatya fire 
of the patron who does the fire sacrifice or on whose behalf it is being done. If such a 
fire is not available with him, then it is brought from some other person’s house who 
worships the sacred fire on a daily basis. The Dakshinagni is then lit to bear witness to 
the charities made during the fire sacrifice. 

The following are also regarded as the five fires— (i) The Sun, (ii) The 
Lightening, (111) The Terrestrial fire, (iv) The Master or Lord of the household, and (v) 
The Chief Priest. 

Scriptures ordain that a learned person should worship the fire element by 
doing five types of sacrifices in his life. These are called the Panch Maha Yagya (the 
five great sacrifices). They are the following—(1) Bhut Yagya refers to taking care of 
other creatures in creation, such as feeding animals and providing for their protection 
and shelter. (2) Manushya Yagya refers to doing the same thing for fellow human 
beings as done for animals and other creatures of this creation. (3) Pitri Yagya refers 
to offering oblations to dead ancestors and doing religious activities for the peace of 
their souls. (4) Dev Yagya refers to the performance of fire sacrifices in which 
offerings are given to the sacred fire which sustain the Gods and are done to honour 
them. (5) And Brahm Yagya refers to the study of the Vedas and other scriptures that 
enlighten the man about the ultimate Truth known as Brahm. These five sacrifices 
have been described in Ashramo-panishad, verse no. 3. 

According to the Pran Agnihotra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 
12, the five holy fires are the following—Pran or breath (because it keep the body 
warm and alive), Ahawaniya, Dakshinagni, Garhapatya, and Sarwa-Praaschitya or the 
fire of repentance, expiation and penance’. 

According to the Pran Agnihotra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 
19, there are five fires in the body. They are—(i) Suryaagni also known as 
Darshanaagni, (ii) Ahawaniya Agni, (iii) Sharir Agni, (iv) Dakshinaagni, and (v) 
Koshtagni or Kosta Agni which is akin to the Garhyapatya Agni. 

The Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 29-32 of the Krishna Yajur 
Veda describes the following 5 fires—Kalagni, Samulaagni, Vadaagni, Electric 
(lightening) and Sun (the cosmic cauldron of fire).] 
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4/20. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Sapta Maha Vyarihitis”', the five 
divine forms of subtle life. [The Vyarhitis were the first esoteric words uttered by 
Brahma, the creator, at the time of creation, and each of them metamorphosed as a 
world of its own.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/20). 


[The ‘Vyahritis’ (vyahrti) are the primary root words pronounced by the creator 
Brahma at the time of the beginning of creation and from which formed the nucleus 
around which the seven worlds formed. In other words, the rest of the creation was 
revealed from these primary sounds created by Brahma. 

The seven ‘Vyahritis’ are the words—(1) Bhu, (2) Bhuvaha, (3) Swaha, (4) 
Maha, (5) Janaha, (6) Tapaha, and (7) Satyam. ‘Bhu’ was the nucleus for earth, 
‘Bhuvaha’ for the sky above the earth, ‘Swaha’ for the space beyond the earth’s 
atmosphere and is generally meant for the heavens, ‘Maha’ stands for the greater 
heavens beyond the solar system, called the Maha-Loka where enlightened sages and 
seers are supposed to dwell (as opposed to earth where ordinary creatures including 
subterranean creatures would finally take up residence), *Tapaha' was the place where 
exalted ascetics would to do penances and austerities, and ‘Satyam’ was the truthful 
and ultimate abode where the ultimate and irrefutable supreme truthful entity which is 
the only Authority in creation resides. 

According to Sankhya Shastra and the Purans, Brahma, who is known as 
'Swayambhu' (self-created and self-begotten in the sense that he had no father or 
ancestor from whom he descended) created seven elements called *Vyahriti', viz. 
Bhuh, Buhvaha, Swaha, Mahaha, Janaha, Tapaha and Satyam respectively which 
constitute the fundamental elements which formed the gross body of the creation as 
its core building blocks at the macro level. Encircling this core is the rounded globe 
called ‘earth’ which is surrounded by concentric circles constituting of ‘water’, 
‘energy’ called ‘Tej’, ‘wind or air’, ‘sky or space’, the notions that are described as 
‘pride, ego, arrogance, haughtiness and vanity’ collectively called ‘Ahankar’, and the 
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notions of ‘importance, majesty, grandeur, magnificence and lordliness’ called 
collectively as ‘Mahattatva’. Each of them was ten times larger than its preceding 
layer or circle. 

The seven Vyahritis and the worlds they represent are the following—(a) 
*Bhu' represents this world (earth), fire, Rig Veda and Pran (life giving breath); (b) 
'Bhuvaha' represents the sky called Antariksha, wind or air, Sam Vedas and Apaan 
wind (i.e. the wind which passes down the intestines and helps is digestion and 
excretion); (c) ‘Swaha’ represents Dukoka (the heavens), Aditya (the celestial sun), 
Yajur Veda and Vyan (the wind that prevails throughout the body); (d) ‘Maha’ 
represents Aditya (the Sun God), Chandrama (the Moon God), Brahm (the supreme 
transcendental Being who has no specific attributes) and Anna (food which sustains 
life in this creation); (e) ‘Janaha’ represents the world inhabited by mortal creatures 
such as the life on earth; (f) ‘Tapaha’ represents the world where great ascetics and 
hermits live to do severe penances and austerities, and therefore it is most auspicious 
and holy and marked by an effulgence of divine energy and splendour; and (g) 
‘Satyam’ representing that truthful abode where the supreme transcendental Brahm 
lives; it is the ultimate destination of all spiritual pursuits, and is marked by eternal 
beatitude and felicity. 

The Taittiriyo-panishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Valli 1, Anuvak 5 
describes these Vyahritis. It however focuses on four Vyahritis only, i.e. Bhu, 
Bhuvaha, Swaha and Maha. In this verse, the different ‘Vyahritis’ are being 
worshipped as manifestations of the supreme transcendental Brahm.] 
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4/21. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra *OM'. 

Indeed, he is *Bhagwan' (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as glorious virtue known as *Vidya'— 
ie. knowledge in all its forms. [Knowledge is the most important component of 
creation as even the basic functions of life depend upon knowledge.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/21). 
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4/22. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as 'Saraswati", the Goddess of 
knowledge, erudition, sagacity, skills and wisdom as well as the faculty of speech. [In 
other words, the sublime and grand virtues that are represented by this goddess are 
nothing but one of the numerous majestic and eclectic virtues of Lord Ram revealed 
in that divine form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/22). 


['Saraswati—In the form of a goddess known as Saraswati who personifies the virtues 
of learning, wisdom, erudition, knowledge, expertise and skills of all kinds as well as 
all kinds of arts, crafts and sciences and all other bodies of knowledge that exist in 
this creation, she appears first in the Rig Veda, 1/164/49, and subsequently in Rig 
Veda, 6/61/1-14, 7/95/1-2, 4-6, and 7/96/1-3. The Goddess is also honoured in other 
Vedas as follows—in Sam Veda, 1461, in Yajur Veda, 20/84 and 34/41, and in 
Atharva Veda, 6/94, 18/1/42-43. The faculty of speech called Vak has been 
personified as a goddess. She is related to Brihaspati, the patron God of speech and 
wisdom (Rig Veda, 10/71/1). She is the patron goddess of speech because all forms of 
knowledge need speech and the ability to express and explain things properly to be 
perpetrated and become useful for this creation. Suppose there was no speech, then 
the knowledge would not have been disseminated so widely. All the Vedas are said to 
be created by her; hence she is regarded as the mother of the Vedas (Gayatri Rahasyo- 
panishad, 4/5/9-10). 

According to the Purans, she is the Shakti or dynamic power of the creator 
Brahma because any specialised process would require technical skills, expertise and 
relevant knowledge in order to complete it successfully—especially the one as 
technical and complicated as the one related to the creation of a vast and infinitely 
complex structure known as the universe that is continuously evolving and ever 
changing in nature, in which no two units are alike, and which has defied explanation 
and full understanding even at the hands of the highest of intelligent brains. No 
success in any auspicious endeavour is possible without intelligence, wisdom, 
erudition, relevant knowledge, skills and expertise. 
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Since Goddess Saraswati embodies these virtues in her self, and since the 
Vedas are the traditional ancient repositories of all knowledge that was created by 
Brahma the creator, it is said that the Vedas are personified forms of Saraswati. 
Again, since the information contained in the timeless Vedas were passed on from 
generation to generation by the process of teaching and learning which entails the use 
of speech and skill with language, this Goddess is said to patronize these two—the 
faculty of speech called Vak, and skills with the language. Learning and teaching also 
requires intelligence and a properly functioning mind and its sub-conscious, these too 
were patronized by Saraswati. That is why a person who is highly learned and 
scholarly, who is wise, intelligent and erudite, is said to be especially blessed by 
Goddess Saraswati. The Vedas created by Brahma would have been useless had it not 
been for Saraswati that enabled these Vedas to be revealed, taught and propagated 
from generation to generation. 

Etymologically, ‘Saraswati? represents a river, and this is how she is 
represented in the Rig Veda, because the word literally means ‘to flow’. This is a very 
apt definition for Saraswati because that knowledge which ‘flows and spreads’, which 
‘grows and develops’, is good for all and it blooms, while that which is locked in 
books and shelves of libraries is as good as non-existent, it becomes stagnant and has 
no practical value and utility. Metaphorically, this ‘flow? can also represents speech 
because what we speak also flows forth from our mind and tongue; that is why good 
orators are said to be making a flowing and flowery speech that springs out from their 
mouth in a natural flow much like a stream gushing out from a natural spring or 
flowers that blossom in the spring season on their own. 

Since the light of knowledge and wisdom is the anti-thesis of the darkness 
created by delusions and ignorance, she is iconographically depicted clothed in 
spotless white—the colour of all-inclusiveness purity and irrefutable immaculacy, of 
absolute truth and reality, as well as of wisdom, knowledge and light that removes the 
various shades of darkness representing ignorance and delusions. She sits on a lotus 
also symbolizing purity and cleanliness. 

Her mount or vehicle is the Hans, the Swan, which is itself regarded as a very 
wise bird. It is believed that it would pick up pearls and leave the rest of the gems 
aside from a collection of jewels, and drink pure milk and leave its adulterants to 
symbolise its ability of selecting and accepting the best of what is available. Saraswati 
sitting on the Hans implies that mere technical knowledge, skill and expertise alone 
are not enough if it is not complemented with wisdom, insight, erudition and 
enlightenment. This means a person on whom Saraswati is pleased would use his 
discretionary intellect and wisdom to select the best option available to him; he would 
pick out the nuggets of wisdom contained in the vast and voluminous scriptures that 
are of any spiritual worth for him and accept them in his daily life, leaving aside the 
rest. The swan moves majestically in a pond of lotus flowers, it lends glory to the 
pond and the flowers because it is the only living entity in the immobile surroundings. 
Likewise, a wise and learned man is like a gem in the society. 

In mythological lore, a Peacock is also depicted as her vehicle. The peacock is 
said to be the most beautiful bird with its opened plume of colorful feathers—this 
symbolises the fact that knowledge can not only bring the best things of the world to 
the person who has knowledge and expertise on any subject but also to symbolise that 
it is a person's degree of mental development and the level of his wisdom, knowledge, 
erudition and enlightenment that makes him attractive, much respected and honoured 
rather than the amount of physical wealth he possesses, the strength of his body or its 
beauty that has any real importance. The peacock in its self is not a beautiful bird; it is 
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its colourful plume of open feathers that makes it so charming and attractive. So, mere 
knowledge and intelligence is not as important as their type and the use to which they 
are put. A man's knowledge can be the cause of ruin and miseries for others, while 
another man's knowledge can show happiness and peace to the less fortunate ones. 
Obviously, the latter is revered by the society and the former is loathed. 

In iconographic accounts, she is shown as having four hands. The four arms 
are indicative of her all-inclusiveness, as they stand for the four Vedas as well as the 
four cardinal points of the directional compass (east, south, west and north). Further, 
the supreme transcendental cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm is also said to 
have four Pads or aspects—refer Chandogya Upanishad, Canto 4, Section 5-8 of Sam 
Veda tradition. 

In one version, two of the hands hold a Veena (Indian lute)—one hand holding 
it, while the other hand strumming its string to indicate that she is eternally singing 
the hymns of the Vedas, deriving eternal bliss from this singing, and perpetually 
immersed in contemplation and meditation. The Veena, a musical instrument used to 
sing melodiously, indicates the ability to be sentimental and emotional on the one 
hand, and this involves the interaction of the heart because a good singer sings from 
the heart, and to be intelligent and have a sharp mind which naturally involves the 
mind and intellect on the other hand, because one has to be an expert in the Vedas and 
the languages in order to remember the complicated verses and recall them flawlessly 
while singing. Coordination between the heart and mind is very necessary for singing; 
singing is not possible if the heart and the mind are not rested, are not at peace with 
them selves, and not in harmony. The third hand has an Akshamala (prayer rosary). 
The rosary indicates that inspite of knowing everything and being Brahm personified, 
she remains constantly engrossed in doing Japa or repeating some divine Mantra 
herself to teach her followers never to abandon contemplation and meditation as well 
as the use of divine Mantras. The fourth holds a book symbolizing knowledge in all 
its forms, in its most visible and tangible form. The book indicates knowledge not 
only of the scriptures but of all the sciences, arts and crafts taken together. 

In another version, she is depicted as holding a rosary, a goad, a loop and a 
book in her four hands—refer verse no. 38 of the ‘Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad”. 
The symbolism of the goad and the loop is obvious. They indicate the fact that when a 
man becomes wise he is able to rein in his sense organs by using the loop, and coax 
himself to follow the correct path by using the goad of wisdom, erudition, knowledge 
and enlightenment. 

Saraswati 1s considered as the divine consort of Brahma, and hence represents 
his power of intelligence, wisdom, skill, erudition, expertise and knowledge that 
enabled Brahma to create the Vedas and the rest of this creation. 

An entire Upanishad called Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad belonging to the Krishna 
Yajur Veda tradition is dedicated to her. 

In Christianity, Saint Catherine is honoured as the patron saint of learning, 
students and educational institutions. She is a lady saint like goddess Saraswati and 
was born in Alexandria in a wealthy family in CE 294. Her name before baptism was 
Dorothea. She had accepted Christ as her betrothal, and as proof of her devotion for 
the Lord she was given a ring in her dreams which she found on her fingers when she 
woke up. But this dedication led to her being martyred during the rule of the Roman 
Emperor Maximian. It is believed that the angel of God took her body to the foot of 
Mountain of Moses in the Sinai desert. This mountain is where Moses had received 
the ten Commandants from the Lord. A monastery in her name exits there today. ] 
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4/23. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Laxmi’’, the Goddess of wealth and 
prosperity. [In other words, it is Lord Ram in his cosmic role as the sustainer of 
creation assumed the form of goddess known as Laxmi so that he can provide the 
creature with material comfort and pleasures of life so that the creature is not put to 
undue inconvenience. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/23). 


[‘Laxmi is the Goddess of well being, majesty, wealth and prosperity. She is the 
divine consort of Lord Vishnu and represents the dynamism of the Lord that helps 
him to carry out the function of sutainance, development, growth, nourishment and 
protection of this vast and myriad creation. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Canto 4, verse 
no. 11 describes the Mantra dedicated to this Goddess. To quote—“OM salutations! 
The most glorious, majestic, powerful, great and divine Goddess is the Laxmi* of the 
three worlds called the Bhu Loka (the terrestrial world where mortal creatures live; 
the earth), the Bhuvaha Loka (which is the lower heaven where the junior Gods and 
spirits live), and the Swaha Loka (the upper heaven where the Lord of the world 
Vishnu lives). [*The word Laxmi is used here as an adjective to describe the glorious 
virtues and majestic qualities that give greatness and supremacy to an entity. It is 
usually measured in terms of grandeur, magnificence, prosperity, opulence, 
supernatural powers, sway and authority that such an entity possesses. In materialistic 
world it is usually a synonym for material wealth, prosperity, opulence and the fame 
that comes with them. In other words, the divine Goddess Laxmi who is the consort of 
Lord Vishnu personifies these virtues. Since Lord Vishnu is another name for the 
Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic all-pervading and all-inclusive form of the supreme 
Brahm, from whom the entire creation has been born and who completely soaks it like 
water in sponge, it follows that Laxmi represents the dynamic qualities of Vishnu that 
helps the Lord to sustain and protect the world. ] 
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Let the great Goddess Maha-Laxmi whose other name is ‘Kalkarni’ (i.e. the 
one who actively controls all the deeds and actions of the creature in all phases of 
time and circumstance) inspire and impel us towards doing auspicious, righteous and 
noble deeds." 

This Mantra dedicated to the great Goddess Laxmi in the Gayatri Chanda 
(style of poetical composition) is enunciated in the Yajur Veda, and is therefore called 
the ‘Maha-Laxmi Gayatri Mantra’ of the Yajur Veda. It has twenty-four letters or 
syllables. 

Laxmi is the patron goddess of wealth, and she epitomizes all round welfare 
and well being, not only in material terms but also in spiritual terms for only a well 
off aspirant who has not to bother about his daily needs can comfortably involve 
himself in religious activities such as doing fire sacrifices and making charities. If a 
man is mentally worried about his bread and butter, he would find it hard to 
concentrate on spiritual pursuits without a sense of guilt of not living up to his 
responsibilities towards his family, especially when he has spent the whole life as a 
householder with a large bundle of responsibility on his shoulders. Even the cosmic 
sustainer and care-taker, Lord Vishnu had to keep her with him in order to take care 
of the material needs of his subjects. An entire Upanishad, called the ‘Saubhagya 
Laxmi Upanishad’ belonging to the Rig Veda tradition is dedicated to this goddess. 
This Upanishad is chapter no.9 of this humble author’s anthology of Rig Veda 
Upanishads. | 
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om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan ya gaurī bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo 
namah // 4/24 // 
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4/24. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Gauri’, the Goddess who is the 
divine consort of Lord Shiva and considered as the Mother Goddess. [The Goddess 
Gauri is also known as Parvati who is regarded as the Mother of all other forms of 
goddesses. She is a personified form of Shakti, the cosmic dynamic powers and 
energy of the supreme Brahm by which the latter does anything. This Shakti is not 
different or separate from Brahm but only a manifestation of the latter’s cosmic 
dynamism, energy and powers. Since Lord Ram is none else but Brahm personified, it 
is said here that all the dynamisms and energies that are present in this creation, and 
all the Goddesses who are personifications of these grand virtues of Brahm, are 
actually the Lord himself playing out these roles in a secret form. ] 
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The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/24). 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ya jānakī bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/25 // 
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4/25. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Janki’, the daughter of King Janak 
and his divine consort. [Janki is also known as Sita. She is an incarnation of Goddess 
Laxmi or Rama who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu and a manifestation of 
Shakti in its macrocosmic form.]' 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/25). 


['Sita is the cosmic primordial primary energy and power called ‘Shakti’, which was 
responsible for setting in motion the process of creation, personified. She is the divine 
consort of Lord Ram who is none other than Lord Vishnu in a human form. An entire 
Upanishad, called ‘Sito-panishad’ is dedicated to her. It extols her divine, ethereal, 
holy and sublime aspects, and is the 4th Upanishad of the Atharva Veda. 

As has been pointed out earlier, Shakti is the dynamism and energy of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm in a personified female form. Shakti is an integral part 
of Brahm and is nothing but one of the Supreme Being’s various forms to perform 
specific functions. It is this Shakti that has revealed itself as Sita or Janki. Hence, it is 
appropriate to say that it is Lord Ram who himself has revealed as Sita. Again, since it 
is Brahm that pervades in each pore of creation and there is nothing in this creation 
that is not Brahm, it clearly follows that Sita is also a form of this universal divinity 
known as Brahm. ] 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yasca trailokyam bhürbhuvah suvastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/26 // 
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4/26. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the three legendary worlds, and hence 
is called the ‘Trilokya’. [The word ‘Trilokyam’ has two connotations—one is that the 
Lord is able to see everything in all the three worlds, that nothing is hidden or secret 
from him because he is omniscient and all-knowing as well as a resident in the inner- 
self of all the creatures as their Atma or soul, and two, that all the three worlds are his 
revelation, or that all the three phases of creation—viz. the past, the present and the 
future—are uniformly pervaded by the Lord who is the omnipresent and all- 
encompassing Supreme Being of creation. The three worlds are the terrestrial world, 
the lower heaven represented by the sky just above the surface of the earth, and the 
upper heavens represented by the deep recesses of the sky. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/26). 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yah süryah bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/27 // 
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4/27. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Surya'’, the Sun God in his subtle 
manifestation, and as the visible celestial Sun in his more visible form. 
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The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/27). 


[ The Sun/Surya— The Sanskrit word for the Sun God or Aditya is Surya. This word 
has three connotations—viz. (1) Sarteha—one how moves. This refers to the Sun 
because it moves constantly moves across the sky. It also refers to the supreme 
cosmic Consciousness that makes all movement possible. (11) Sviryate—this means 
one who receives and accepts. This virtue refers to the fact that all offerings offered to 
the fire sacrifice are done in the presence of the Sun, and since the latter is the 
celestial cauldron of fire all the offerings are deemed to be offered to it. In another 
plane, it refers to the Jiva, the living being, who receives stimuli from the world and 
then accepts them and deduces that the world from where they originate is real and 
true. (iii) Suvateha—meaning one who shines. This is very obvious in the case of the 
Sun. This virtue refers to the supreme Self or supreme Consciousness that is self- 
illuminated and self-effulgent. 

Sun God or Surya appears first in the Rig Veda, 1/50. He is one of the chief 
Gods that sustain life. He is closely related to the Fire God; the Sun is a visible 
manifestation of the fire element. The sun is regarded as the ‘eye’ of the Viraat 
Purush, and at the time of creation when this Viraat Purush revealed himself as the 
individual creature such as for example a cow, a horse and a man, the Sun God took 
up residence in the eye (refer Aitereyo-panishad of Rig Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 4, 
and Canto 2, verse nos. 3-4). He is also regarded as visible manifestation of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm (refer Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/1/2; 2/5/5; 3/7/9. 
The Sun God watched the deeds done by all the creatures (Rig Veda, 1/50/2). The Sun 
is like the Atma of all the creatures (Akchu Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 1; Rig 
Veda, 1/115/1; Shatpath Brahman, 14/3/2/9). 

The Sun is the brightest, the most splendorous, the brilliantly radiant, the most 
majestic and grandest entity in the entire firmament. The whole length and breadth of 
the sky is lit with its light; all the objects present in the sky, visible or invisible, are 
illuminated by its light. It is the eternal and infinite celestial source of light, heat and 
energy; it inspires, fosters, sustains and protects life in this world; it is synonymous 
with and a metaphor for life in all its dimensions. Its splendour and radiance makes it 
an apt metaphor for knowledge, wisdom, erudition, sagacity and enlightenment. As an 
embodiment of this virtue of knowledge, wisdom, erudition and sagacity he has been 
held in high esteem and as the great teacher and preacher of eclectic knowledge 
pertaining to the philosophy expounded by the Upanishads. He had assumed the form 
of a horse and revealed the Shukla Yajur Veda to the great sage Yagyavalkya. He was 
also the teacher of Hanuman, said to be incarnate Wind God and Lord Shiva, and who 
was the great, most ardent and the wisest devotee of Lord Ram. 

From the physical perspective also, the Sun is regarded as a fount of light, energy and 
heat which supports life in all forms in this physical world. No life is imaginable 
without the presence of the Sun. 

According to mythological accounts, the Sun God was the son of sage 
Kashyap and his wife Aditi from whom all the Gods were born. He is said to be a 
revelation from the eye of the Viraat Purush also known as Vishnu who is the 
macrocosmic all-pervading and all-encompassing vast and invisible form of the 
Supreme Being known as the transcendental Brahm. The physical Sun in the sky is 
the Viraat Purush's visible form. He was married to Sangya, the daughter of 
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Vishwakarma who is regarded as the architect, builder and planner of the Gods. 
Sangya had two sons and one daughter from the Sun God—viz. the sons named 
Shraadha-dev also called Vaivaswat Manu and Yam the god of death, and the 
daughter named Yamuna which is also the name of a famous river in India. Sangya 
could not bear the intensity of the Sun's heat and light, so she left her *shadow' or 
image and herself went away disguised as a mare to do sever penance. From this 
‘shadow’ were produced two sons and a daughter. The two sons were Shani God who 
is believed to be full of malice and evil forebodings reflecting the genes of his mother 
as a dark shadow, and Saarvarni Manu, and the daughter was Tapti literally meaning 
one who is fierce and hot. In due course of time, the Sun God found out that his real 
wife Sangya was involved in doing severe Tapa, so he was extremely pleased with her 
and brought her back. It was from her form as a mare that the Ashwini Kumars were 
born. They derived their name from the root *Ashwa' meaning a horse. These twin 
sons of the Sun God are regarded as the medicine men of the Gods. 

The Sun God revealed himself as Sugriv, the king of the monkey race, during 
Treta-Yug when Lord Ram incarnated, and as Karna during Dwapar when Lord 
Krishna came as an incarnation of Vishnu. Sun God rides a chariot driven by Arun 
who is the son of Vintaa (his mother) and the elder brother of Garud, the legendary 
heron or eagle who is the mount of Lord Vishnu. The seven horses of the chariot 
represent the seven colours of the Sun's light. He is constantly on the move and 
controls and regulates the seasons, months, solstice and year. 

The Surya Mandal, i.e. the divine abode of the Sun God, has been narrated in 
the Vishnu Puran, section 2, canto 10, verse nos. 1-23. It is also referred to in the 
Tripadvibhut Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 5, paragraph no. 15 as falling in 
the path of a spiritual aspirant who, upon leaving his gross body, is going astride the 
Garud (the divine vehicle of Vishnu which is represented by the OM Mantra here) 
through the path of the sky to the heaven where Lord Vishnu lives. 

References of the Upanishads dealing with the Sun God— 

(a) Rig Veda = Aiteriyo-panishad, Canto 1, verse no. 4, Canto 2, verse no. 4. 

(b) Sam Veda = Chandogya Upanishad, 1/6/3, 5, 6; 1/10/7; 2/9; 2/14; 2/24/12-14; 3/1- 
11; 3/18; 5/13; 6/4/2 etc.; Savitri Upanishad. 

(c) Shukla Yajur Veda = and Brihad Aranyak Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda— 
2/1/2; 2/5/5; 3/7/9; 3/9/5; 5/15. 

(d) Krishna Yajur Veda = Akchu Upanishad, Cantos 1 and 2; Brahmo-panishad, verse 
no. 1; Taitteriya Upanishad, Valli 1, Anuvaak 1, verse no. 1; Valli 1, Anuvaak 5, 
verse no. 2; Shwetashwatar Upanishad, Canto 2; Naryan Upanishad, verse no. 1. 

(e) Atharva Veda = Prashna Upanishad, Canto 1; Surya Upanishad; Gayatri 
Upanishad. 

According to Yoga Upanishads, the Sun God has his symbolic presence in the 
naval of the body in the Nabhi Chakra or the Manipur Chakra, and as the fire element 
in the Mooladhar Chakra, the Swadhisthan Chakra and the Kundalini. The dynamic 
energy of the sun represented by its life-giving powers is revealed in the form of 
consciousness that flows in the Pingla Naadi, the nerve passing through the right 
nostril. 

The Akchu Upanishad lists some of the virtues of the Sun God in its Canto 1, 
verse no. | which is exclusively dedicated to his grand virtues. 

Aditya or the Sun God, or his visible form as the celestial Sun, has been repeatedly 
regarded by the Upanishads as a visible manifestation of the Viraat Purush who 
himself is the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm. For example, Sam Veda’s 
Chandogya Upanishad—1/6/3, 5, 6; 1/10/7; 2/9; 2/14; 2/24/12-14; 3/1-11; 3/18; 5/13; 
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6/4/2 etc.; Shukla Yajur Veda's Brihad Aranyak Upanishad—2/1/2; 2/5/5; 3/7/9; 
3/9/5; 5/15; Krishna Yajur Veda's Brahmo-panishad, verse no. 1; Taitteriya 
Upanishad, Valli 1, Anuvaak 5, verse no. 2. 

The sun is the eye of the Supreme Being—refer Aiteriyo-panishad of Rig 
Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 4, and finds his abode in the creature's eye— refer Aiteriyo- 
panishad, Canto 2, verse no. 4. 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 1, verse nos. 4-6, 8 describes 
the Sun God as the Pran—the vital life giving factor in creation, the life 
consciousness, and in Canto 1, verse nos. 9, 12-15 as Prajapti—the creator, motivator, 
nourisher, sustainer, protector and caretaker of the subjects of this creation. He 1s 
called the Fire God or the Vaishwanar Agni, the Viraat Purush, the Pran or life 
consciousness that supports all life in this world —Canto 1, verse no. 7. 

The Akchu Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition is fully dedicated 
to the Sun God. It has two parts—in its Canto 1 sage Sankriti offers prayers to the Sun 
God, and Canto 2 contains the metaphysical and spiritual teachings of the Sun God 
for the benefit of the sage. 

The Taitteriya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its Valli 1, 
Anuvaak 1, verse no. 1, says that the Sun God is known as ‘Mitra’, literally meaning a 
friend. This is because the Sun God's benevolence and life-sustaining abilities make 
him a fast friend of every single living being in creation. He fosters life and is a friend 
of life rather than being its enemy by annihilating it. He helps the world to develop 
and grow as well as to acquire its stupendous magnificence and glory—refer 
Taitteriya Upanishad, Valli 1, Anuvaak 5, verse no. 2. 

He is also known as 'Savita'—Trefer Savitru-panishad of Sam Veda tradition, 

and Shwetashwatar Upanishad, Canto 2 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. 
The Narayan Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 1 says that he was 
born from Lord Narayan, i.e. Lord Vishnu. The same thing is asserted in Brahmo- 
panishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 1 which states that Aditya, the Sun God, is 
a manifestation of Lord Vishnu. But this is understandable because Vishnu and the 
Viraat Purush is the same Lord having different names according to the degree of 
subtlety and the scriptural text one is referring to; both are synonymously used. 
Whereas the Viraat Purush was the macrocosmic gross body of the supreme 
transcendental Brahm that appeared in the first stage of creation when Brahm decided 
to initiate it, he was called Vishnu at a little later stage when the visible creation was 
just about to be initiated, because it is from Vishnu that Brahma the creator was born 
who later gave shape to the creation itself. 

‘Aditya’ or the Sun God appears in the Vedas as follows—Rig Veda-- 1/41/4- 
6; 2/27; 8/47/14-18; 10/185; Sam Veda—395; 397; Yajur Veda—23/5; 34/54; 
Atharva Veda—S/3/9-10; 16/3.] 


w/sc. 3% "p € d das: Ta a: a: ws] eS 3 qub T: | 


om yo ha vai srīrāmacandrah sa bhagavan yah somah bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/28 // 
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4/28. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Som or Soma”. [The word ‘Som’ 
refers to the Moon God, while the word ‘Soma’ refers to a drink derived from the sap 
of a herb of the same name that is used as sanctified drink during fire sacrifices. It is 
white in colour. This drink is offered to the Gods as well as taken as sanctified drink 
by the participants of the rituals. It is said that Soma, the drink, is stored in Som, the 
celestial Moon, thereby giving the latter its name ‘Som’. It is the elixir that gives 
ecstasy and bliss to the Gods. In the present context it means that both the elixir of life 
known as Soma as well as the Moon God who is charged with its custody are actually 
the Supreme Being revealed in their forms. The Soma is the Supreme Being’s 
magnificent quality of giving happiness, joys, bliss and ecstasy, while the glorious 
Moon in the heaven represents the virtues of providing peace, tranquility, calmness 
and rest to the creature who is finding himself agitated and restless due to the 
continuous turmoil and the numerous torments and miseries of this existential world. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/28). 


['The Som or the Moon God (also known as Chandrama)—He appears first in the Rig 
Veda, 10/85/19). He is the patron God of night. His origin is in the Mana (heart and 
mind; the emotions and thoughts) of the Parmatma or the supreme Lord (the Viraat 
Purush or Vishnu) (Yajur Veda, 31/12; Taitertya Brahman, 3/10/8/5). His existence 
depends upon the Sun God. On the dark night, he is supposed to enter the Sun 
(Aiteriya Brahman, 8/28). 

Chandrama is synonymous with Som, the divine elixir and sanctified drink 
drunk during the religious sacrifices as it gives its drinker peace and a long life 
(Kaushatiki Brahman, 16/5; Aiteriya Brahman, 7/11). He is the controller of seasons 
and months; he always changes so appear to be like a new born everyday. He gives 
peace and long life to the ‘Stota’, the chanter of hymns as prayers (Rig Veda, 
10/85/19). 

Chandra or the Moon God or Som appears in the Vedas as follows—Rig 
Veda—10/85/19; Yajur Veda—1/28; Atharva Veda—6/78/1-2; 19/1. 

The Yogshikha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition describes this 
Moon as being as the symbolic form of the water element. The moon is said to be the 
celestial pitcher of Amrit, the elixir of eternity and bliss that is drunk by the Gods. In 
the human body, it is represented by the Eda Naadi passing through the left nostrils 
and which is used during do Pranayam. [Refer Canto 1, verse 166.] It is also present 
as the crescent moon, the Ardha Chandrakar Chakra, which is said to be the shape of 
the water element of which the patron deity is Vishnu, the sustainer of creation, and 
located from the knee to the hip region. [Refer Canto 1, verse 176 and Canto 5, verse 
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no. 13.] At other places it describes the symbolic importance of creating a union of 
the moon and sun as metaphor for the union of the creature with the supreme Brahm. 
[Refer Canto 1, verse nos. 56 and 68 for instance.] In the context of Pranayam it is 
used to indicate the bliss obtained by the ascetic. [Refer Canto 1, verse nos. 120, 127.] 
Canto 1, verse no. 133 of this Upanishad describes the great Mantra ‘So-a-ham’ and 
asserts that the moon stands for the letter ‘sa’ of this Mantra. Other instances where 
moon appears in Yogshikha Upanishad are Canto 1, verse nos. 133, 146, 176, Canto 
3, verse no. 11, and Canto 6, verse no. 4. 

The Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 4 
asserts that the Moon God is Vishnu personified. This is because Vishnu is the 
sustainer and nourisher of creation much like the Som which is a divine elixir that 
sustains the Gods and gives them eternity. Another reason is that the physical form of 
Som is like the male semen which harbours life intrinsically inside it and is the means 
by which creation is brought about, and Vishnu in his more sublime form known as 
Viraat Purush is also the Lord from whom the entire creation emerged. 

The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, 
verse no. 38 says that Chandrama or the Moon God is one of the ten Digpaals or 
custodians of the ten directions of the celestial globe. He is the patron deity of the 
north-western direction and worshipped in that corner. Verse no. 39 says that his 
weapon is known as Gadaa or the mace. 

The Moon God is said to be a custodian God of the Soma, a white coloured 
drink derived from the sap of a plant of the same name. It is used as a sanctified drink 
during fire and other religious sacrifices and is offered to Gods. It is said to provide 
ecstasy and bliss. The Moon derives its name as ‘Som’ because of the fact that it is 
considered as the heavenly pitcher of this Soma juice stored by the Gods.] 


«/28. x We d tess: U GTA a a aah pis: ee 3 Hb AT: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yani ca naksatrani bhürbhuvah svastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/29 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un share 6 3 faa d WTA él 
3 WAST WaT ET so Vale ga aa 4, xen, wp — ae GH via 6 c 
aa ot at a és fum at fea A Ao area AREER P (29)! 


4/29. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the different *Nakshatras" or stars 
and their constellations. [In other words, all the gross bodies in the heaven such as the 
numerous stars and their equally numerous clusters are one of the myriad forms of the 
supreme Lord known as Ram.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 
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I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/29). 


[The Nakshatras—The word Nakshatra refers to the star or constellation (group or 
cluster of independent stars) that is present in the lunar mansion which is the 1/27th 
part of the path of the moon's revolution around the earth. It represents 13.33 degrees 
of the sky. Since the sidereal revolution time of the moon is a little less than 27 days 
and 8 hours, the moon travels through one Nakshatra during the course of a day. The 
day is therefore named after the particular Nakshatra through which the moon is 
passing on a particular day according to the lunar calendar. The Nakshatras occupy a 
very important place in astronomical and astrological calculations. 

The Atharva Veda (14/7) and Maitraayaniya Sanhita (2/13/20) lists the names 
of twenty eight Nakshatras. These are the following—Ashvini, Bharani, Krittika, 
Rohini, Mrigshiras, Aardraa, Punarvasu, Pushya, Aashlesha, Maghaa, Purva- 
phaalguni, Uttar-phaalguni, Hastaa, Chitraa, Swaati, Vishaakhaa, Anuraadhaa, 
Jeyshthaa, Mulaa, Purva-aashaadha, Uttar-aashaadha, Shravanaa, Dhanisthaa, 
Shatabhisha, Purva-Bhaadra-padaa, Uttar-Bhaadra-padaa, and Revati. 

The Purans however consider that the twenty seven Nakshatras are daughters 
of Daksha Prajapti and married to the Moon God called Chandra. 

The Nakshatras are related to the twelve Zodiac signs called the Raashis. The 
Nakshatras are further classified as males and females, as well as benevolent ones and 
malevolent ones depending upon their positive or negative impact on the creature. ] 


x/3o. 3% "p € d Mas: TaN A a E: ga: eS ST T: | 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan ye ca navagrahah bhürbhuvah svastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/30 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% sit wd vies ma Pd vas d MAGIGE él 
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4/30. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Nava Grahas'" or nine Grahas or 
planets. [In other words, all the planets in the heaven are one of the numerous forms 
of the supreme Lord known as Ram.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/30). 
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[ The Nava-Grahas or nine planets—The Navgrahas are the following—Sun, Moon, 
Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu and Ketu. 

According to some texts, there are only eight Grahas or Astha Grahas because 
they treat the last two, i.e. Rahu and Ketu, as one entity. Refer Atharvashir Upanishad 
of Atharva Veda tradition, Kandika 2, verse no. 9. This Upanishad is in honour of 
Lord Rudra as another name of Brahm, and says that Rudra is a personification of the 
eight Grahas. 

The Vishnu Puran, section 2, canto 12, verse no. 1-28 describes the Grahas 
and their divine chariots and their horses.] 


4/32. 3 WEF sum: U Ta d at Hue: Wa: eH d ub AA: | 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan ye castau lokapalah bhürbhuvah 
suvastasmai vai namo namah // 4/31 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% a ma vies mas Pd vas a MAGIGE él 
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4/31. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eight Vasus’’. [The Vasus are 
the Nature’s gift to creature. They were the natural assets formed by the supreme 
Brahm so as to make life feasible and convenient in creation. In other words, the 
supreme Brahm who is also known as Lord Ram not only created this world but 
ensured that it is well provided for and its basic needs are taken care of by manifesting 
himself in the form of these eight primary requirements of life. This is the reason why 
one of the names of Vishnu is "Vasudeo' —the Lord of Vasus. It ought to be noted 
here that Lord Ram is an incarnation of Vishnu or Vasudeo.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/32). 


[The eight Vasus— These Vasus are the various patron Gods who preside over the 
essential elements of life. They are eight in number as follows—Vishnu who is the 
sustainer, Shiva who is the annihilator, Kuber who is the treasurer of the wealth of the 
Gods, the Sun, Water, Fire, Wealth represented by gems and gold, and 'Ray' 
representing glory and fame. The element ‘Fire’ is the most potent, prominent and 
essential force in creation, because without fire the world would freeze to death. 
Hence, the Fire-God is said to be the chief amongst the Vasus. The ‘fire’ element is 
the active force in creation and is primarily responsible for kindling the cosmic 
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cauldron that set in motion the process, and once having set it in motion it then 
sustained it and would finally annihilate it by burning it to cinders. On the other hand, 
Lord Vishnu is the passive force of creation represented by his other form of Viraat 
Purush which is the primary male aspect of creation. Lord Vishnu, who is the 
sustainer of the creation, is the Lord of Laxmi who is the Goddess of wealth, and is 
the supreme creator because Brahma, the old patriarch of creation who created the 
visible world and its creatures, was himself born atop the divine lotus that emerged 
from the navel of Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu utilizes the services of Laxmi who is the 
personification of the active forces of creation to create, sustain and annihilate the 
world. 

The Vasus are symbolic Gods who represent those essentials aspects of 
creation without which life would be difficult to conceive and sustain and finally 
conclude. 

The eight Vasus are the patron Gods who provide succour and a dwelling 
place for the whole creation. They symbolise those primary necessities of life without 
which existence is not possible. They are— (i) Kuber (the God of wealth and 
prosperity), (ii) the Sun God (who provides energy and food) and his rays and 
radiance (i.e. sunlight and the energy that it provides), (iii) Shiva (the concluder or 
annihilator of the creation), (iv) Vishnu (the sustainer), (v) the Water God (called 
Varun), (vi) the Fire God (called Agni), (vii) any body of water such as a pond, a river 
etc., and (viii) holy and pious people (who give advice and guidance to the creatures 
of the creation). According to Brihad Aranyak Upanishad 3/9/3, the Vasus are the 
following—Fire, Earth, Air, Antariksha (the space of the solar system), Aditya (Sun), 
Duloka (heavens), the Moon, and the Nakshatras (the stars and the planets). 

According to Purans, the eight Vasus are the following—Dhruv, Dhar, 
Som/Soma (the sap of an elixir-providing plant called Som/Soma which is used 
during religious ceremonies as sanctified liquid offered to the Gods; it is white in 
colour and is said to be stored in the moon), Aapha (water), Anil (wind), Anal (fire), 
Pratush and Prabhaas. 

These eight Vasus are the semi-Gods who symbolise the various types of 
assets needed to sustain this world. They therefore represent such assets as jewels, 
precious stones and gems, gold and other forms of wealth and property. Vasus also 
refers to the fire and water elements as well as their grosser forms as the terrestrial fire 
and water bodies such as ponds and lakes; to the virtue of radiance, splendour and 
glory; to the ray of light; to Kuber (the treasurer of Gods), Shiva, Sun, Vishnu, and a 
simple and pious gentleman. 

The Ekakchar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 7, says that 
these Vasus are manifestations of Brahm in order to provide the creation with the 
necessities of life. 

The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Kandika (Canto) 1 
says that the Vasus were created in the beginning of creation from the first Matra ‘A’ 
of OM representing the first leg of the supreme Brahm along with Brahma the creator, 
the Rig Veda, the Gayatri Chand and the Grahapatya Agni. 

The Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Brahman 4, verse no. 16 lists 
the eight Vasus as follows—Ghar, Dhruv, Soma, Kripa, Anil, Anal, Pratyush and 
Prabhash. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, 
verse no. 3 says that the Vasus, along with the Rudras and Adityas etc., were born out 
of the third step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh 
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was revealed to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the 
process of creation. 

Lord Vishnu has one of his names as *Vasudeo' because he is the sustainer 
and protector of creation, signifying his undisputed lordship over all the essential 
elements in Nature, called the Vasus of which there are eight in number, which were 
created at the beginning of creation to help sustain the upcoming creation. It ought to 
be noted here that Vishnu is also called Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic gross body of 
Brahm, and it is from this form of Brahm that the creator of the visible creation, 1.e. 
Brahma the old patriarch of creation, had emerged atop a divine lotus that sprouted 
from the navel of Vishnu. In other words, everything has its origin in the supreme 
Brahm. 

The word ‘Vishnu’ consists of two components—‘ Vishwa’ meaning the world 
or the entire creation, and ‘Anu’ meaning an atom. Hence, this is made up of atoms 
called Vishnu, and therefore the latter pervades throughout this creation. The whole 
creation is a manifestation of Vishnu. The divine glories of Lord Vishnu have been 
extolled in the Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, 
Canto 1, paragraph 5-6; Canto 8, paragraph nos. 17, as well as in Vishnu Puran, 
Chapter 1, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-32, 55-70.] 


w/33. 3 Ñ € d sas: U Wa d at aaa: pnis: TE d GUI WU: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye castau vasavah bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/32 // 
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4/32. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eight Lokpaals". [The word 
‘Lokpaal’ means one who takes care of the world. Obviously, this role is played by 
Vishnu amongst the Trinity Gods. It is Vishnu who has incarnated as Lord Ram, so 
the similarity is evident. Here the implication is that the it is Lord Ram or Lord 
Vishnu who has manifested himself as the eight Lokpaals to take care of the eight 
directions of the gross world. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/32). 
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['The 8 Lokpals are the custodians of the eight directions of the world. They are 
represented by the following— (i) Indra (the king of Gods), (ii) Agni (the Fire God), 
(iii) Yam (the Death God; also called Dharma Raj because he upholds righteousness 
and nobility of thoughts and conducts), (iv) Nirriti (the God who controls death due to 
sins and evil tendencies as opposed to Yam who judges the destiny of those who die 
depending upon the content of righteousness and probity element in their earlier life), 
(v) Varun (the Water God), (vi) Vaayu (the Wind God), (vii) Kuber (the treasurer of 
Gods), and (viii) Ish (Lord Shiva). Though Brahma and Anant (Vishnu or Sheshnath, 
the legendary hooded serpent on whom Vishnu reclines in the cosmic ocean called 
Kshir Sagar) are also considered guardians of the world and are listed as the last two 
amongst the ten Digpals, but the above eight Gods are regarded as the Lokpals. 

Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse 
no. 36-37 mentions the name of eight Lokpals, and verse no. 38 mentions the names 
of eight Digpals. Verse no. 39 lists their weapons.] 


¥/33. 3 "p € 3 Mss: wa A dares ear: wis: ETA d GHI T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye caikadasa rudrah bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/33 // 
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4/33. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eleven Rudras’’. [The word 
‘Rudra’ means angry, and it is one of the names of Lord Shiva, the concluder of 
creation and the third of the Trinity Gods. In other words, Lord Ram had assumed the 
form of Rudra or Shiva in order to bring this creation to conclusion. Refer verse no. 
4/5 and 4/15.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/33). 


['The eleven Rudras— Rudra is the angry form of Lord Shiva. The word means ‘the 
terrible one; the angry and ruthless one; one who roars and thunders; one who makes 
the enemy weep; one who destroys this trans-migratory world of birth and death; one 
who destroys ignorance and delusions; one who eliminates evil and perversions.’ 


528 


Rudra is a Vedic deity and has been eulogized in three full Suktas (hymns) 
dedicated to him. These are Rig Veda's 1/114/1-11; 2/33/1-15, and Yajur Veda's 
16/1-66. Besides these Suktas, Rudra is honoured as a deity at a number of places in 
the Vedas—viz. Rig Veda—1/43/1-4, 5/42/11, 7/46/1-4, 7/59/12; Atharva Veda— 
5/6/3-4, 6/55/2-3, 7/92/1, 11/2; and Yajur Veda—1 1/54. 

Rudra is regarded as the father of Marut, the Wind God (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). 
Rudra assumes many forms—usually it is eleven forms (Taitteriya Sanhita, 3/4/9/7), 
but sometimes they are also said to be thirty-three in number (Taitteriya Sanhita, 
1/4/11/1). Rudra is regarded as having a close relationship with Agni, the Fire God 
(Shatpath Brahman, 5/2/4/13). The Padma Puran, Swargakhanda, Chapter 8 mentions 
only eight Rudras. These eight, eleven or thirty-three forms of Rudra might mean as 
many aspects of Shiva. 

However, in terms of the Upanishads, the eleven Rudras stand for the ten vital 
winds called Prans * one Mana or mind. The ten Prans are five chief Prans such as 
Pran (breath), Apaan, Samaan, Udaan and Vyan, and five subsidiary Prans such as 
Nag, Kurma, Krikar, Devdutta and Dhananjay. [Refer—Trishikhi Brahmin 
Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 77-87 of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition; Dhyan Bindu 
Upanishad, verse nos. 551/2-57 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition.] 

Rudra is said to have created such mythological figures as Bhuts (ghosts), 

Pretas (disembodied spirits), Pishacha (goblins), Khusmaandas (malignant imps). 
In iconography, he has been depicted as wearing long tresses coiled on the head, has 
strong powerful arms, has a body decorated variously with serpents or priceless 
ornaments, and holds a strong and invincible bow and arrow as well as a thunderbolt. 
When necessary, he becomes ferocious and charges at his enemies on a chariot or on 
foot, while at the other times he is full of mercy and compassion. He is closely 
associated with forests and mountains, and is also the patron deity of herbs and 
medicinal plants. Hence, he is the killer of diseases and a great healer. Here, ‘healing’ 
would mean spiritual healing rather than physical ailments afflicting a creature. 

He destroys sins and evil tendencies in the world, and grants the boon of 
liberation and happiness. 

According to the epic Mahabharata, Anushasanparva, Chapter 14, it is Shiva 
in the form of Rudra who destroys this creation at the end of one cycle of creation. 

The Sharav Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its verse no. 6, describes Rudra 
as Sharav—the killer or destroyer. In this Upanishad, Lord Shiva had assumed this 
form to liberate Vishnu from the form of Nrisingh (a half man and half lion form) 
which the Lord had taken to kill the demon Hirnayakashipu who had been tormenting 
the devotees of Vishnu to such an extent that he did not spare even his son Prahalad. 
After slaying this demon, Nrisingh roamed around in the forests striking terror in 
other creatures. It was then that Shiva, the universal Lord who has been honoured 
with the epithet of ‘Mahadev’ as he is the greatest and supreme God, had assumed the 
form of Sharav, the killer, and liberated Vishnu from the body of Nrisingh. Thus 
liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot and went to his divine abode called Vaikunth. 
So this ferocious form of Shiva known as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, the angry 
and ferocious form of the Lord. One can imagine the fight that might have razed 
between Nrisingh and Rudra, and obviously Rudra must have been more ferocious 
than Nrisingh in order to subdue the latter. 

There is another connotation of the word ‘Sharav’. The word literally means 
the killer or slayer. In other words, Sharav is that form of the Supreme Being which 
instils fear in the heart of evil and pervert creatures, and kills or eliminates their evil 
tendencies. 
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The word also refers to ‘the Lord who shines in the heart of his devotees’ as 
their Atma or pure consciousness. 

The creature or the embodied soul is called ‘Shar’ or the form of the ethereal 
spirit that has assumed a gross physical body having a head. One who cuts off the 
head is known as ‘Sharav’. The head is a metaphor for pride and ego and their 
accompanying traits of hypocrisy, haughtiness and arrogance. It is in the head that all 
evil planning is done, and it is the head that inspires the creature to indulge in all sorts 
of vices and inauspicious deeds. When this happens, the great God, the Parameshwar, 
makes it sure that the soul of such a creature is liberated from the sinful body in which 
it has been trapped by killing the gross body and liberating the soul. 

So, while on the surface it appears to be a physical fight between two powerful 
creatures, one being the Shar and the other being the Sharav, here referring to 
Nrisingh and Rudra respectively, it is actually a system evolved by Nature whereby 
evil and perversions are kept under check. It is a system instituted by the Supreme 
Being himself to regulate and maintain balance, order and law in his creation. Though 
Nrisingh was Lord Vishnu himself in that form, the latter forgot who he actually was 
once the Lord had assumed a physical form. This is the effect of Maya—the 
overwhelming power of delusions that automatically comes with having a gross body 
like that of ordinary creatures. This situation also highlights the reason why all the 
creatures are under the overpowering control of Maya—if Maya can delude Vishnu to 
forget about who he is and wander in the forests as some cruel creature in his form as 
Nrisingh then it is little wonder that ordinary creatures are held under the 
overpowering sway of Maya. 

Now, who would liberate such primarily innocent souls trapped by Maya, and 
who would provide protection to other innocent creatures who are being subjected to 
torments by this single deluded and evil-possessed soul? Naturally it is their supreme 
Father who is very merciful and who is greatly pained at the predicament in which his 
off springs, the creatures, find themselves in. So this Father intervenes not only to free 
the trapped soul in the evil body, but also to provide succour and solace to other 
creatures who are being tormented by this single individual. 

Thus, the Parameshwar assumed the form of Shrav or Rudra to liberate Vishnu 
from the evil body of Nrisingh. 

The 11 Rudras—(1) Lord Shiva has eleven forms called Rudras. The eleven 
Rudras are the various manifestations of Lord Shiva. They are the following:--(i) 
Mannu, (ii) Manu, (ii) Mahinas, (iv) Mahaan, (v) Shiva, (vi) Ritdwaj, (vii) 
Ugraretaa, (viii) Bhava, (ix) Kaal, (x) Vaamdeo, and (xi) Dhritvrat. The eleven 
Rudras appear in Rig Veda 1/43/1, and Taiteriya Brahman 3/4/9/7. They are regarded 
as the father of the Wind God or the Maruts (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). The word Rudra 
means one who is angry, terrible and wrathful. Amongst the Rudras, Lord Shiva is 
regarded as the most senior and enlightened. 

(2) The eleven Rudras according to Vishnu Puran (1/1/15) are the following— 
Har, Bahuroop, Trayambak, Aparaajeet, Shambhu, Vrishakapi, Kapardi, Raivat, 
Mrigvyadh, Sharva, and Kapaali. 

(3) Lord Shiva has eleven forms, and one of them is *Rudra', which literally 
means anger, wrath and vehemence. The Lord is considered to be the most 
enlightened of the Trinity Gods, and is therefore called ‘Maheshwar’. He always 
remains in a meditative posture, always contemplating and meditating on the supreme 
Soul and the Truth. But still he shows anger and mercilessness, because one of his 
tasks is to punish the evil and sinful ones by ruthlessly slaying them in order to protect 
the good and righteous souls in the creation. Further, when his meditation and peace is 
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disturbed he also becomes angry. He remains aloof and disinterested in the world, 
because he is very wise and enlightened, and he stays in the form of an ascetic. 
Ordinary people think that he is proud, arrogant and haughty because he does not give 
a damn to worldly formalities and niceties of behaviour. Shiva's failure to conform to 
set norms of proper and sane conduct makes him look most odd God. 

The word *Rudra' is literally used as a metaphor for anger, wrath, vehemence 
and cussedness. But this a very misleading title for Shiva because there are a number 
of great Upanishads which describe Rudra as none but the Supreme Being known as 
the transcendental Brahm from whom the entire creation has emerged, who sustains it 
and in whom the creation would finally collapse. It is this Brahm in the form of Rudra 
who is treated at the supreme Lord God of creation, and hence is called Maheshwar. 
The Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition and Atharvashir 
Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition are exclusively dedicated to this theme. The 
Dakshin Murti Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda describes the esoteric 
significance of the Shiva Tattva or the essential knowledge of Shiva who is the 
greatest Guru or moral preceptor and teacher of the creatures. 

The Atharvashir Upanishad of Atharva Veda is especially relevant here 
because it explains the various epithets used to describe the virtues and glories of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm by Lord Rudra himself, and upon close reading it 
would be very clear that Rudra is describing Brahm when he describes himself. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, 
verse no. 3 says that the Rudras, along with the Vasus and Adityas etc., were born out 
of the third step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh 
was revealed to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the 
process of creation.] 


«/3%. 3x Up € d ATTA: U WTA À GER: ja: amat d qub AA: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye ca dvadasadityah bhürbhuvah 
suvastasmai vai namo namah // 4/34 // 
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4/34. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘twelve Adityas’’. [The Aditya is 
the Sun God, and is regarded as the most potent and powerful evidence of the 
existence of the Supreme Being. Refer verse no. 4/27. This verse means that it is Lord 
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Ram as the Supreme Being who has not only revealed himself as the Sun God but also 
keeps the celestial Sun burning and sustaining life in this world. The entire solar 
system revolves around the Sun, implying that the entire wheel of creation is centered 
on Lord Ram. The Lord is like the central axis around which the wheel spins.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/34). 


[The twelve Adityas—(a) According to mythology, there are said to be twelve 
Adityas which are simply as many forms of the Sun God. These are the revelations of 
Brahm in the form of the Sun to carry out the following functions of creation—(a) 
take care of the world (Rig Veda, 2/27/4); (b) are like the heads (Taiteriya Brahman, 
1/2/3/3) and eyes (Jaimini, Uttar. 2/1/2/3) of all the creatures. 

These twelve Adityas appear first in the Rig Veda 1/41/4-6 and 2/27. They are 
the sons of Aditi, the mother of Gods (Atharva Veda, 8/9/21). They are the 
following—the eight Vasus + Indra + Sun + Vishnu + Shiva = twelve in number. 

(b) According to Brihad Aranakya Upanishad 3/9/5, the twelve months of the 
year represent these twelve Adityas, one month for one Aditya. In this Upanishad, 
sage Yagyawalkya draws a parallel between the twelve months of a year and the 
twelve Adityas for the following reasons—First, with the passage of one complete 
year, a corresponding number of years are subtracted from the total number of years 
that a person is supposed to live in this world. That is, death comes so much the 
nearer to him. The passage of the sun across the sky from dawn to dusk is used as a 
symbolic way of depicting the passage of the life of a man from his birth till his death. 
Since there are twelve mythological suns and twelve months in a year, a parallel is 
drawn between them and the life of a man. 

Second, the whole life of an individual creature as well as the entire creation 
as a whole depends upon the various seasons that appear in a year. If even one of the 
seasons is disturbed, the entire cycle of life is disturbed correspondingly. For the 
smooth functioning of life, all the seasons must appear in a rhythmic and systematic 
manner, and it is a scientific fact that the seasons, upon which the life on earth is so 
dependent, also themselves depend upon the sun. That is why the Adityas are termed 
as being synonymous with the twelve months of the year as well as with the life cycle 
of creation. 

(c) According to Vishnu Puran, the twelve Adityas are the following— 
Dhaataa, Araymaa, Mitra, Varun, Anshu, Bhug, Indra, Vivaswaan, Pushaa, Parjanya, 
Twashtaa, and Vishnu. 

The Sun God is worshipped by twelve names during the twelve months of a 
year. These names and the months are as follows—(1) as Dhata during the first Hindu 
month of Chaitra also known as Madhu (roughly corresponding to mid-March and 
mid-April); (2) as Aryama during the second Hindu month of Vaishakha also known 
as Madhav (roughly corresponding to mid-April to mid-May); (3) as Mitra during the 
third Hindu month of Jyestha also known as Shukra (roughly corresponding to mid- 
May and mid-June); (4) as Varun during the fourth Hindu month of Ashad also 
known as Shuchi (roughly corresponding to mid-June and mid-July); (5) as Indra 
during the fifth Hindu month of Sravan also known as Nabha (roughly corresponding 
to mid-July and mid-August); (6) as Vivaswan during the sixth Hindu month of 
Bhadrapad also known as Nabhasya (roughly corresponding to mid-August and mid- 
September); (7) as Pusha during the seventh Hindu month of Aashwani also known as 
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Tapa (roughly corresponding to mid-September and mid-October); (8) as Kratu 
during the eighth Hindu month of Kartik also known as Tapasya (roughly 
corresponding to mid-October and mid-November); (9) as Anshu during the ninth 
Hindu month of Marga Shirsha also known as Saha (roughly corresponding to mid- 
November and mid-December); (10) as Bhag during the tenty Hindu month of Paush 
also known as Pushya (roughly corresponding to mid-December and mid-January); 
(11) as Twasta during the eleventh Hindu month of Magh also known as Esh or Ish 
(roughly corresponding to mid-January and mid-February); and (12) as Vishnu during 
the twelfth Hindu month of Phalgun also known as Urj (roughly corresponding to 
mid-February and mid-March). 

Since the Sun God is a manifestation of the Supreme Being known as Viraat 
Purush, he is like an Emperor who, during his sojourn across the sky which is like his 
vast realm, is accompanied by many sages called Rishis, celestial courtesans called 
Apsaras, celestial musicians called Gandharvas, servants called Rakshas or demons, 
guards known as Bhalls, and serpents called Naags. The Rishis walk in the front 
singing the Lord's glories in sacred hymns; the Apsaras dance to the music scores by 
Gandharvas; the Rakshas (demons) push the chariot from rear; the Bhalls take care of 
the chariot and guide it along, while the Naags pull it forward. 

These attendants are also different like the forms in which the Sun God is 
worshipped in different months as described above. The list is outlined month-wise in 
the following sequence—Rishi, Apsara, Gandharva, Raksha, Bhalla and Naag. 


(1) The month of Chaitra—Rishi is Pulastya; Apsara is Kritsthali; Gandharva is 
Tumburu; Raksha is Heti; Bhalla is Rathkrit; and Naag is Vasuki. 

(2) The month of Vaishakha—Rishi is Pulaha; Apsara is Punjiksthali; Gandharva is 
Narad; Raksha is Praheti; Bhalla is Ojaha; and Naag is Kachaneer. 

(3) The month of Jyestha—Rishi is Atri; Apsara is Menaka; Gandharva is Hahaa; 
Raksha is Paurusheya; Bhalla is Rathaswan; and Naag is Takshak. 

(4) The month of Ashadha—Rishi is Vashishta; Apsara is Rambha; Gandharva 1s 
Huhu; Raksha is Shukra; Bhalla is Chitraswan; and Naag is Sahajanya. 

(5) The month of Sravan—Rishi is Angira; Apsara is Pramlocha; Gandharva is 
Vishswaavasu; Raksha is Varya; Bhalla is Srota; and Naag is Elapatra. 

(6) The month of Bhadrapad—Rishi is Bhrigu; Apsara is Anumlochaa; Gandharva is 
Ugrasen; Raksha is Vyagrha; Bhalla is Aasaaran; and Naag is Shankhapal. 

(7) The month of Ashwin—Rishi is Gautam; Apsara is Ghritaachi; Gandharva 1s 
Dhananjay; Raksha is Vaat; Bhalla is Suruchi; and Naag is Sushen. 

(8) The month of Kartik—Rishi is Bhardwaj; Apsara is Varchaa; Gandharva is 
Parjanya; Raksha is Senjit; Bhalla is Vishwa; and Naag is Earaawat. 

(9) The month of Margashirsha—Rishi is Kashyap; Apsara is Urvashi; Gandharva is 
Ritsen; Raksha is Vidyu-chhatru; Bhalla is Taksharya; and Naag is Maashankha. 

(10) The month of Paush—Rishi is Aayu; Apsara is Purvachitti; Gandharva is Sfurja; 
Raksha is Arishtanemi; Bhalla is Uurna or Oorna; and Naag is Karkotak. 

(11) The month of Magh—Rishi is Jamdagni also known as Richik-tanaya; Apsara is 
Tilottama; Gandharva is Shatjit; Raksha is Brahmapet; Bhalla is Dhritrashtra; and 
Naag is Kambal. 

(12) The month of Phalgun—Rishi is Vishwamitra; Apsara is Rambha; Gandharva is 
Suryavarchaa; Raksha is Makhaapet; Bhalla is Satyajit; and Naag is Aswatar. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, verse no. 
3 says that the Adityas, along with the Vasus and Rudras etc., were born out of the 
third step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh was 
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revealed to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the 
process of creation. 

The Sun is said to have twelve Kalaas (shapes, forms, dimensions or aspects) 
and the Sun with each Kalaa would therefore be known by that name. They are called 
*Dwaadash Aditya', meaning the twelve forms in which the Sun God is known. They 
are the following— Tapini, Taapini, Dhumraa, Jwaalini, Ruchi, Shushumna, 
Bhogadaa, Vishwaa, Bodhini, Dhaarini and Kshamaa. 

Lord Ram is said to belong to the solar race because he had twelve Kalaas 
possessed by the Sun. There is an obvious parallel here.] 


«/34. 3 "pz d Hms: U aM UN Id seed wfawrq jg: eure 4 ub WU: 
| 


om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$ca bhütam bhavyam bhavisyat 
bhūrbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/35 // 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% st ma un share 6 3 eae d WTA él 
d TRG, aaa ud ware wer Zi at wales sup Wem fa, a: — 
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4/35. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself in all the dimensions of time and 
space—the past, the present and the future. In other words, there is not a single 
moment when Lord Ram as the cosmic Consciousness is not present in this world. 
[This implies that though the Lord’s worldly sojourn had ended when he left this earth 
for his heavenly abode as described in all the Purans and the epic Ramayana as well 
as in the Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 9, he continuous to live 
amongst us at each moment of our lives. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/35). 


¥/3%. 3x Ub € ATs: U WEN aa semvewurersfeenrefr feu pj: ai 
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om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yodbrahmandasyaantarbahirvyaptam 
virada bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/36 // 


[4/38. 3 Wb x d thas: U a ITS safeties dni: a d 
At FA: |] 


[Another version: om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yadbrahmandasya 
bahirvyaptam bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/36 // ] 
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4/36. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram, in his form as the Viraat Purush', who pervades uniformly 
throughout this universe and encloses it from all sides. He is present inside as well as 
outside this creation, being all-pervading, omnipresent and all-encompassing. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/36). 


["he Viraat Purush— The Viraat Purush, according to metaphysics, is the gross body 
of the creation and it is this body which is the source from which the rest of the 
cosmos was moulded or created or manifested. That is, the entire creation, both 
visible and invisible, is a manifested or revealed form of this Viraat Purush. 

Purush has been defined in Brihad Aranyak Upanishad, Canto 2, Brahman 5, 
verse no. 18 explicitly as the cosmic all-pervading macrocosmic form of the Supreme 
Being, called the Viraat Purush, who had entered each and every body of all the 
creatures and had taken up his residence there. According to the Aitertyo Upanishad 
of Rig Veda, Canto 1, verse nos. 3, the supreme Brahm created the vast universe and 
his image in the form of the Viraat Purush, and the Gods were created from this 
Viraat—Canto 1, verse no. 4. When the mortal world consisting of the visible world 
was created, the human body was considered as the best image of the Viraat Purush, 
and thus all these Gods took up their residence in it—Canto 2, verse nos. 3-5. 

The Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its Canto 2, section 1, verse nos. 
9-10 clearly affirm that it is the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic all-pervading gross 
body of the supreme transcendental Brahm, that resides in the body of all living 
beings as their Atma. 
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The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Canto 3, verse 
no. 2, clearly states the supreme Lord resides in this creation as its Atma and Pran. 

According to reverend Sankracharya's commentary on Katho-panishad, Canto 
1, Valli 3, verse no. 11 and Canto 2, Valli 1, verse no. 12, the word Purush refers to 
that supreme entity which uniformly pervades in and completely fills everything that 
exists. It also refers to one who resides inside any place and completely owns that 
place. Therefore, this word Purush refers to the supreme transcendental Brahm who 
has taken up residence in the gross body of the creature at the micro level and in the 
Viraat Purush at the macro level. This Brahm pervades throughout them in a uniform 
way even as the sky and the wind element occupy all available space in the creation. 
That is also why sky is considered as a nearest analogy of Brahm because even the 
other all-pervading element, the wind/air, is present in it and not outside of it. 

The Viraat Purush is the macrocosmic gross body of the supreme 
transcendental Consciousness known as Brahm. The counterpart of the Viraat Purush 
at the microcosmic level of creation is the Man or the Purush. The Man is an image of 
the Viraat Purush. 

According to Vedanta, the Viraat is the sum total of all the gross bodies in the 
creation at the macrocosmic level. [Refer—The Tripadvibhut Maha Naryan 
Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 10-11.] The 
individual gross body of the creature is the microcosmic form of that Viraat, because 
the entire creation is a manifestation of the same Viraat, it is an image of Viraat. 
According to the Purans, Viraat is known as Lord Vishnu. Since the Viraat is the male 
aspect of creation and the primary source of life, Vishnu is also regarded as the 
creator as well as the sustainer of the creation. But since Vishnu, as Viraat Purush, is 
the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm, the supreme transcendental Being, he is also 
regarded as being synonymous with Brahm. 

The entire universe has been created by Vishnu’s passive powers using Shakti 

as its active power and partner. The word ‘Viraat’ refers to something that is vast, 
colossus, immeasurable, fathomless and infinite; something that is beyond all 
terrestrial yardsticks and measurements. The supreme Lord encloses the entire 
creation from all the sides like an envelop, and at the same time he remains uniformly 
and inseparably present throughout it like salt which has been dissolved in water. 
At the time of creation, the Trinity Gods, i.e. Brahma the creator, Shiva the concluder, 
and Vishnu the sustainer, had all emerged from the Viraat Purush. According to 
Purans, this Viraat and Lord Vishnu are the same divine factors of creation. The 
subtler form is known as Viraat, while its grosser form is Vishnu—though the terms 
‘subtle and gross’ are only relative and for the purpose of understanding, because both 
are the same indivisible Brahm who is non-dual and immutable. 

The word Purush according to metaphysics refers to the primary and supreme 
creator of creation known as the Viraat Purush who represents the macrocosmic gross 
Male body or aspect of the cosmos and is the first macrocosmic gross revelation of 
Brahm. Ultimately, this Brahm is the Supreme Being who has revealed himself as the 
Viraat Purush. The creation unfolded from this Purush when he metamorphosed as the 
gross body of the entire creation, visible and invisible. Therefore, he is the sum-total 
of all the gross bodies of all the creatures taken together in this creation at the 
macrocosmic level, and it is from his macrocosmic body that the entire creation was 
moulded. In other words, the Viraat Purush represents the entire spread of the cosmos. 
At the micro level of the world, the individual creature is the counter part of Viraat 
Purush. In other words, the individual gross body of the creature is the microcosmic 
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form of that Viraat, because the entire creation is a manifestation of the same Viraat; 
it is an image of Viraat. 

Literally, the word *Purush' means someone who resides in a body. [Refer 
Brihad Aranyak Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda, Canto 2, Brahman 5, verse no. 
18.] Here the body is the gross forms of the various entities of creation in which the 
Viraat Purush, as the cosmic manifestation of the supreme Brahm or cosmic 
Consciousness took up residence at the time of creation, and does so since that time. 
When the creation would finally wind up, this Viraat would revert back to his original 
form as the invisible Brahm or the cosmic Consciousness. An entire Sukta in the Rig 
Veda, 10/19 is dedicated to this Viraat Purush 

In the Purans, he is also known by other names, such as Vishnu, the sustainer. 
Since the Viraat is the male aspect of creation and the primary source of life, Vishnu 
is also regarded as the creator as well as the sustainer of the creation. But since 
Vishnu, as Viraat Purush, is the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm, the supreme 
transcendental Being, he is also regarded as being synonymous with Brahm. The 
entire universe has been created by Vishnu's passive powers using Shakti as its active 
power and partner. The word ‘Viraat’ refers to something that is vast, colossus, 
immeasurable, fathomless, and infinite and beyond all terrestrial yardsticks. The 
supreme Lord encloses the entire creation from all sides like an envelop, and at the 
same time he remains uniformly and inseparably present throughout it like salt which 
has been dissolved in water. At the time of creation, the Trinity Gods, i.e. Brahma the 
creator, Shiva the concluder, and Vishnu the sustainer, had all emerged from the 
Viraat Purush. According to Purans, this Viraat and Lord Vishnu are the same divine 
factors of creation. The subtler form is known as Viraat, while its grosser form is 
Vishnu—though the terms ‘subtle and gross’ are only relative and for the purpose of 
understanding, because both are the same indivisible Brahm who is non-dual and 
immutable. 

The Viraat Purush is also the creator of this world as pointed out in Canto 2, 
paragraph 11 of Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad, and the former is also 
entitled to be called Brahma the creator. It must be carefully noted that the difference 
lies in the level or plane of creation in which a particular entity is being considered for 
study. 

The cosmic form of the Viraat Purush has been described in the Tripadvibhut 
Maha Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 2, paragraph no. 11; 
and Canto 6, paragraph no. 11.] 
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4/37. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who had revealed himself as the Hiranyagarbha’. [The 
'Hiranyagarbha' is the cosmic egg from which the rest of the creation, including the 
Viraat Purush referred in verse no. 4/36 above, have emerged. It is the sum total of all 
subtle bodies of creation at the macrocosmic level of creation. Another name of 
Hiranyagarbha is *Brahma the creator'. In other words, it is Lord Ram who is none 
else but the supreme transcendental Brahm personified, and it is from him that both 
the cosmic egg known as Hiranyagarbha at the most subtle level of creation, and a 
more grosser form of it known as Brahma the creator had emerged at the very initial 
stages of creation.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/37). 


['Hiranyagarbha—It is the macrocosmic subtle body of Brahm, so called because it is 
akin to the cosmic golden egg lying in the womb of Brahm from which emerged the 
Viraat Purush, the gross body of Brahm at the macrocosmic level of creation. The 
word Hiranyagarbha has two components—‘Hiranya’ meaning yellow, and ‘Garbha’ 
meaning the womb. Hiranyagarbha was the primordial cosmic fertilised egg, deriving 
its name from the fact that its yolk core was yellow and glowing with an incandescent 
light like the one radiating out from the splendorous Sun in the sky, called the 
Maartand. 

There are different versions regarding this Hiranyagarbha. According to the 
concept of Vedanta, Brahm is the cosmic supreme and transcendental Consciousness 
residing in the macrocosmic causal body called the Ishwar. In this context, when 
Brahm decided to reveal or unfold this creation, first the causal body known as a 
Ishwar developed the macrocosmic subtle body called the Hiranyagarbha, and from 
this evolved the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm called the Viraat Purush. This is 
the picture at the macrocosmic level. All these three sublime bodies of Brahm at the 
cosmic level—viz. Ishwar, Hiranyagarbha and Viraat Purush—were invisible, subtle, 
unqualified, without any attributes, all-inclusive and all-pervading. It was the 
unrevealed form of Brahm. But that was just the beginning. 

When this visible world was created, which had attributes and qualifications, 
the same macrocosmic units of Brahm metamorphosed themselves into their 
respective counterparts in the individual creature's body. Hence, Ishwar is represented 
by the Pragya or the individual's causal body, Hiranyagarbha is represented by the 
Taijas or the individual's subtle body, and the Viraat Purush is represented by the 
Vishwa or the individual's gross body. 

These three bodies are the three states in which consciousness exists, both at 
the macrocosmic level as well as the microcosmic level. At the microcosmic level, the 
Pragya relates to the deep sleeper state of consciousness called the Sushupta state, the 
Taijas relates to the dreamer state of consciousness called Swapna state, and the 
Vishwa relates to the waking state of consciousness called Jagrat state. The three 
corresponding states at the macrocosmic level are the Ishwar which relates to the 
cosmic deep sleep state of Consciousness called cosmic Sushupta, the Hiranyagarbha 
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which relates to the cosmic dreamer state of Consciousness called cosmic Swapna, 
and the Viraat Purushh which relates to the cosmic waking state of Consciousness 
called cosmic Jagrat. 

According to Purans, the Hiranyagarbha refers to the Brahma the creator, as 
well as to the Viraat Purush because Brahma was born atop a lotus that emerged from 
the navel of Lord Vishnu who is no one else but the Viraat Purush. If the word 
'Hiranyagarbha' is to indicate the cosmic egg, then it was from this egg, lodged in the 
womb-like navel of Vishnu, that Brahma emerged. Hence, the ‘original creator’ was 
not Brahma but the Viraat Purush as Vishnu, and therefore the latter is the 
Hiranyagarbha—the golden cosmic egg. So we conclude that Hiranyagarbha 
essentially refers to the cosmic egg from which the rest of the creation evolved. Since 
Brahma is said to be the great grandfather of this creation, he is aptly named 
Hiranyagarbha, i.e. the cosmic egg from which this visible and gross form of creation 
evolved. 

This concept of Hiranyagarbha being produced from the body of the Supreme 
Being called Narayan or Ishwar have been elaborately dealt with in Maho-panishad, 
Canto 1, verse no. 8 of the Sam Veda tradition. The same idea is reiterated in the 
Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 9- 
12, and Canto 3, paragraph nos. 7-14 in the context of genesis of creation which 
addresses the primordial Lord as ‘Adi-Narayan’ or the Lord who preceded this 
creation. 

The Hiranyagarbha is very subtle like the mind-intellect of the creature. The 
mind-intellect is also called the subtle body because it is through this mind-intellect 
that the Atma of the individual creature creates this world by using the mind's 
stupendous ability to imagine, envision and conceptualise things, and then using the 
intellect to justify it to be true, real and logical. But this instrument of the mind- 
intellect is invisible, is so subtle and hidden from view that its presence is only 
deduced by its astounding potentials which are manifested in the form of the gross 
body and its own stupendous capabilities. Whatever the mind wishes to do, it gets it 
done by the body. 

There is another connotation to this observation. Since the mind is the creator 
of the world by its power of imagination, and then sustaining or perpetuating its own 
creation by believing in the truthfulness and reality of the world, it is therefore the 
mind itself that can conclude this world. So, while it is like Brahma the creator, it is 
also like Vishnu the sustainer and protector, and Shiva the concluder. If the same 
mind can assume three roles, it is not incongruous to believe that the same 
Hiranyagarbha is Brahma and Vishnu simultaneously. Since Shiva is a synonym used 
for the supreme transcendental Brahm—because the word ‘Shiva’ stands for an entity 
that is truthful, beautiful, auspicious, divine and holy as affirmed by a number of 
Upanishads of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition that deal with the ‘Shiva Tattwa’, this 
Hiranyagarbha is also Shiva. 

The word ‘Hiranyagarbha’ has two components—‘Hiranya’ meaning yellow, 
and ‘Garbha’ meaning the womb. Hiranyagarbha was the primordial cosmic fertilized 
egg deriving its name from the fact that its yolk-core was yellow and glowing with an 
incandescent light like the one effusing from the splendorous Sun in the sky, called 
the Martand. It was lodged in the womb-like navel of the Viraat Purush. It also 
resembled the musk deer in the sense that musk spreads its fragrance everywhere but 
it is not visible because it is hidden in the abdomen of the deer. Similarly, this 
Hiranyagarbha had spread its glory, radiance and splendour through the length and 
breath of the void of the cosmos, but was not visible itself. 
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This Hiranyagarbha is like the musk present in the body of the musk deer. The 
deer is not able to see the musk but is nevertheless maddened by its perfume, running 
mad in search of the source of the perfume not knowing that it is hidden well inside 
its own body. Similarly, the creature is unaware that the supreme Brahm is residing in 
his own bosom as the pure consciousness called the Atma while he spends his entire 
life searching for it everywhere in the outside world. 

Hiranyagarbha is called Maartanda, the Sun, because of its golden colour and 
brilliance like the golden yellow and brilliant disc of the sun in the sky. Like the light 
of the sun illuminates the world and brings everything in it to light or knowledge, the 
Hiranyagarbha too brings to the fore the intentions of Brahm by revealing this vast 
creation. The Hiranyagarbha had spread the sacred divinity, the stupendous glory, the 
dazzling radiance and the brilliant splendour through the length and breath of the vast 
realm of the cosmos like the sun spreading its glory on the earth by way of its energy, 
light, heat and warmth. 

The word *Hiranyam' also refers to ‘Amrit or elixir or nectar of eternity and 
bliss’; it also means ‘green’. That is why greenery is associated with fertility, 
vibrancy, life and abundance of food and plentiful vegetation. The trees are green, and 
their precursor, the algae and moss, were also green. Indeed the food is the elixir of 
life in the world—nothing can ever survive without food and water. So, 
'Hiranyagarbha' first created these to initiate the process of creation, and then 
sustained them once the process got under way. The ‘Viraat Purush’ as well as the 
'Hiranyagarbha' are both used often synonymously to indicate the macrocosmic 
forms of the Male aspect of creation whose female counterpart is called ‘Nature’ or 
Shakti. The Shakti is the dynamic aspect of Brahm’s creative powers and an effective 
method of displaying the Lord’s cosmic authority. 

The concepts of ‘Viraat’ and ‘Hiranyagarbha’ are inter-related as the latter 
refers to the subtle body of Brahm and the former refers to the gross body of Brahm at 
the macrocosmic level of creation. They have their origin in the supreme Brahm 
called ‘Adi-Narayan’. This concept has been elaborately explained in the 
Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 9- 
12, and Canto 3, paragraph nos. 7-14 in the context of genesis of creation. 

The terms ‘Viraat’ and ‘Hiranyagarbha’ must be clearly understood to avoid 
confusion because they are used for both Brahma as well as Vishnu. The term ‘Viraat’ 
means anything of colossus dimensions and nature, something that is vast and infinite. 
The Viraat Purush is the gross body of the Supreme Being known as Brahm from 
which the rest of creation emerged—refer Canto 2, paragraph 10-11 of Tripadvibhut 
Maha-Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda. This Viraat has his roots in the cosmic 
egg in which the subtle body of Brahm took shape as the cosmic embryo, called the 
Hiranyagarbha—refer Canto 2, paragraph 12, stanza no. 1 of the same Upanishad. 
The latter is so-called because it was hidden in the cosmic womb (‘Garbha’), and like 
the yellow-coloured yolk of the egg it was radiant and golden (‘Hiranaya’) in colour. 
It was from this cosmic embryo called the Hiranyagarbha that the creation emerged, 
including the Viraat Purush, hence if is called ‘Brahma the creator’. Refer Canto 2, 
paragraph 12, stanza 1 of Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad.] 
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om yo ha vai sriramacandrah sa bhagavan ya prakrtih bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/38 // 
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4/38. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Prakriti'’. [The word ‘Prakriti’ 
refers to Nature in its macrocosmic dimension. This Prakriti forms the primary nature 
of the individual creature. It is the driving force that impels the creature to do 
something in a particular way and also decides his natural habits, temperaments, 
tendencies, desires and aversions etc. At the cosmic level, it is the womb in which the 
entire creation conceived by the Supreme Being was nourished and developed till it 
took its shape in the form of the visible world. Hence, this verse means that it is Lord 
Ram playing out his cosmic role as the Mother who would nourish the creation in her 
cosmic womb as well as give the would-be creation its characteristic personality by 
shaping its nature, inclinations, temperaments, desires and aversions, its Vasanas 
(passions) and Vrittis (natural tendencies) etc. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/38). 


['Prakriti—The word ‘Prakriti’ basically means ‘nature’, but there are different hues 
of meaning to it. The Chambers dictionary defines it as the power that creates and 
regulates the world; the power of growth; the established order of things; the cosmos; 
the external world especially that untouched by man; the inherent qualities in anything 
that makes it what it is; the essence; the being; the constitution; a kind or order; 
naturalness; normal feeling; conformity to truth or reality; the inborn mind; the 
character, instinct or disposition; the vital power; the course of life; the nakedness of 
truth; the primitive undomesticated condition; the strength or substance of anything; a 
deity personifying some force of physical nature. 

Sir Monier Monier-Williams, in his encyclopedic Sanskrit-English dictionary 
describes it thus—‘making or placing before or at first’. 

So, the word Prakriti has many connotations, viz. the original or natural or 
basic form or condition of anything; the original or primary nature, character, 
condition, constitution, temperament, disposition; the fundamental form or shape or 
essence or pattern or standard or model, rule; Mother Nature which has the active 
physical natural forces that are responsible for unfolding the creation, its sustenance 
and annihilation; something that is inherent, innate, genuine, unaltered, unadulterated, 
basic, normal, bare, naked, crude, integral and stripped of all pretensions; the 


541 


fundamental pattern, form, standard and model upon which the rest of the things are 
based; the crude or basic or root or seed form of any word, and by extension of 
anything expressed; that which decides the existential mode of anything; the 
coefficient, the multiplier of any fundamental element. 

As inherent nature and temperament of a creature, it determines the way the 
world behaves and thinks; it determines the basic character of the creature and the 
creation as a whole because the individual creature is but a single unit of the creation. 
It ought to be noted here that the concept of Prakrit is intricately woven into the fabric 
of creation and conforms to both the views of Avyakta (un-manifest) and Vyakta 
(manifest). At the subtle level, Prakriti is Avyakta, while at the gross level it is 
Vyakta. The word would also therefore have two applications. 

The word Prakriti also refers to the ‘personified will of the Supreme Being in 
the creation’, and it therefore is synonymous with the powers of the Supreme Being 
personified as Mother Nature in whose womb the entire creation has revealed itself. It 
is deified forces of Nature and revealed as different renowned and powerful 
Goddesses. 

The Prakriti represents the cosmic creative will of the creator that has revealed 
itself as the primary female aspect of creation which is known as ‘Shakti’, while its 
male aspect is known as the ‘Viraat Purush’. The Shakti is the active ingredient or 
force that creates and regulates everything, while the primary entity or Being whose 
will this Shakti is implementing is called Brahm who remains passive. 

According to the Purans, this Prakriti or Nature has been personified as 
different Goddesses, while Brahm has been known as Viraat Purush in the 
terminology of Vedanta or the Upanishads, and Vishnu in the Purans. The Shakti is 
the female aspect of Purush, and is considered as inseparable from him; in fact they 
are two halves of the same Brahm. In order to create, Brahm revealed himself in these 
two primary forces which revealed themselves as the cosmos or Nature. As the 
different inherent tendencies of a creature, the forces of creation came to be known as 
Sattva, Raj and Tam which determines and regulates the continuous cycle of creation, 
sustenance and conclusion. The Purush is the male aspect while his female 
counterpart is the Prakriti. Since a man resides in this world, he is surrounded by 
Nature which casts its shadow upon him. All the maverick tricks that Mother Nature 
knows create an impression upon a man. He is enthralled and so overwhelmed by the 
deception created by Nature that he forgets about the falsehoods of what he sees, as 
well as about the truthful nature of his own pure self. He is deluded by false 
impressions so much so that they appear to be true to him. Consequentially, he drifts 
along in the swift currents created by those delusions. He acquires the colours of 
Prakriti without realising the truth about its falsehood. 

According to Sankhya Shastra, Prakriti is the original producer of the material 
world consisting of the three Gunas or fundamental qualities that are inherent in all 
the creatures and they decide the character and temperament of that creature 
depending upon the dominance of one quality over the other two. These three Gunas 
are—(i) ‘Sata’, or those which are auspicious and righteous and noble, (ii) ‘Raja’, or 
worldly qualities marked by such notions as having passions, desires, greed etc. and 
(iii) ‘Tama’, or those qualities that are ‘dark’ by nature, such as those that are 
categorised as sinful and pervert, leading to a creature’s moral downfall. 

The word Prakriti refers to the following—(a) Mother Nature and (b) the 
natural habits, temperaments and inclinations of a person. The Purush is the male 
aspect while his female counterpart is the Prakriti. Since a man resides in this world, 
he is surrounded by Nature which casts its shadow upon him. All the maverick tricks 
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that Mother Nature knows create an impression upon a man. He is enthralled and so 
overwhelmed by the deception created by Nature that he forgets about the falsehoods 
of what he sees, as well as about the truthful nature of his own pure self. He is 
deluded by false impressions so much so that they appear to be true to him. 
Consequentially, he drifts along in the swift currents created by those delusions. He 
acquires the colours of Prakriti without realising the truth about its falsehood. 

The term has been described in the Niralambo-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, 
verse no. 6. The Paingalo Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, in its Canto 1, verse no. 3 
describes how Prakriti came into being and how its three basic characteristics of Sata, 
Raja and Tama Gunas represented by three primary colours of white, red and dark 
metamorphosed into the myriad character traits that would mark the creation and its 
inhabitant creatures when the creation would eventually come into being. 

The Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse nos. 
47-49, describe very succinctly and clearly the concept what Maya (the dynamic 
powers to creation delusions), Jiva (the individual creature; the living being), Ishwar 
(the supreme Lord God; the Supreme Being), Prakriti (Nature) and Jagat (the 
manifested world; creation). 

The Shwetashwatar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 4, verse 
no. 10 describes the relationship between Prakriti, Maya and Gunas in a very succinct 
manner. 

The Garbha Upanishad, in its paragraph no. 3 outlines the eight Prakritis or 
nature of a creature. 

The various Vikaars or faults, imperfections, shortcomings, taints, blemishes 
and corruptions that mire the inherent character and nature of Prakriti or Nature at the 
macrocosmic level of creation have been enumerated in Shaarirako Upanishad of 
Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 17.] 
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4/39. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘OM or Omkar’’. [OM is the 
monosyllabic word standing for Brahm. Everything that exists is said to be 
incorporated in this single word. It is the Tarak Mantra as well. Hence, this verse 
implies that OM refers to Lord Ram as much as it is meant to refer to Brahm, the 
cosmic Consciousness. OM and the RAM are synonymous words—refer Ram Purva 
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Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2-3; and Ram Uttar Tapini Upanshad, Canto 2, verse nos. 1- 
2; Canto 3, verse nos. 1-4 and the first half of verse no. 5.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/39). 


['OM—It is the ethereal Mantra dedicated to the supreme Brahm. It is the primary 
sound from which the rest of the creation evolved as it provided the basic energy 
needed to start the process of change in the cosmic ether by stirring the stagnant gel at 
the beginning of the process of creation. It is OM that is revealed in the form of all 
knowledge and their encrypted form as the Vedas and other scriptures. It is OM that 
has revealed in the form of the faculty of speech which helps not only in the 
dissemination of information but even enables the creature to express himself and let 
his desires be known. It is the Beej Mantra or the seed Mantra of Brahm and the word 
by which the supreme transcendental Brahm is known and identified. The three letters 
of OM, viz. A, U and M, are said to be representative of the three phases of 
creation—i.e. ‘A’ stands for the beginning of creation, ‘U’ for its development and 
expansion, and ‘M?’ for its conclusion. The three letters of the name of Lord Ram— 
viz. R, A and M correspond to these three letters, and by extension to the three 
primary phases in creation as outlined above. The importance of OM in relation to 
Lord Ram has been explained in Canto 2, verse nos. 1-2; Canto 3, verse nos. 1-4 and 
the first half of verse no. 5 of this Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad. Refer also to Ram 
Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2-3. 

Ancient sages conceptualized the abstract divinity known as Brahm in the 
form of a word OM and then proceeded to explain the entire concept of creation, its 
development and its conclusion by analyzing this single word. In the present context, 
this verse means that OM not only refers to the supreme transcendental Brahm but 
also to Lord Ram in his cosmic form as the Supreme Being. ] 
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4/40. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘four Ardha Maatraas’. [In other 
words, Lord Ram represents the four ‘Ardha Maatraas’. The Ardha Maatraas are the 
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half-syllables used in Sanskrit language, and are placed above, below, before and after 
an alphabet to give it a proper sound. This helps the concerned alphabet to acquire a 
proper form and gives a meaning to the word of which the alphabet with its Ardha 
Maatraas is a constituent part. This personification of Sri Ram as Ardha Maatraas 
symbolises the fact that without him the creation loses it meaning, glory and existence 
even as a word loses its meaning and impact without the alphabets having proper 
Ardha Maatraas.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/40). 


[The Ardha Maatraas—In the context of OM, the Ardha Maatraa refers to a half- 
syllable placed at the end of the third letter ‘M’ of OM in the form of a ‘Halant’ or a 
mark of a oblique line placed below M. In the symbol of OM, it is represented by a 
horizontal ‘S’ sign placed to the right groove of the symbol which represents the long 
vowel sound of ‘Ooo’ in Sanskrit (like in boot). Normally, the letter ‘M?’ of the word 
OM is to be hummed in a prolonged sound stretching into infinity. But since it is not 
done and the worshipper becomes silent, it is called ‘half Maatraa’ or half syllable. It 
is tantamount to conclusion of the word OM, and since OM is envisioned as 
representing the whole gamut of creation, this Ardha Maatraa is symbolic of 
conclusion of creation. That is why it is accompanied by the universal fire of 
destruction called the Samvartak Agni. 

The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Kandika 1 
says that the Ardha Maatraa of OM represents the Moon God, the Mantras of the 
Atharva Veda, the Maruts (the Wind God), the Viraat Chanda and the Samvartak 
Agni. It is the fourth leg or Paad of Brahm and follows the third letter ‘M’ of OM. 

The Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 7, 
paragraph no. 68 says that Lord Vishnu represents the Ardha Maatraa.] 
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4/41. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who is a personification of the Supreme Being called the ‘Param 
Purush’. [The word ‘Param’ means ‘supreme and transcendental’, while ‘Purush’ 
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means a 'male'. Hence, the phrase 'Param Purush' refers to the supreme, 
transcendental macrocosmic form of the Male aspect of Nature; the supreme Lord of 
creation; the Viraat Purush in his most subtle and sublime cosmic form known as the 
Adi-Narayan or Maha-Vishnu that exists beyond the known world.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/41). 
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4/42. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Maheshwar’—the great Lord or the 
great Ishwar. [The word ‘Mahesh’ usually refers to Lord Shiva as he is regarded as 
the most wise and enlightened God in creation. The fact that Lord Shiva—or 
Maheshwar—is none else but Lord Ram in his form is also affirmed in verse no. 4/5 
and 4/43. The word also means that Lord Ram is the Lord of all the Gods. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/42). 
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4/43. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Mahadev’—the great God. [The 
word ‘Mahadev’ is conventionally used for Lord Shiva as he is regarded as the senior 
most God amongst all the Gods because of his high degree of wisdom, erudition and 
enlightenment. Hence, this verse implies that it is Lord Ram himself who has 
manifested as Lord Shiva, the Lord known as Mahadev. Refer verse no. 4/5 and 4/42. 
The word also means that Lord Ram is the great God or Deva who is the senior most 
God amongst all the Gods.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/43). 
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4/44. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is honoured and worshipped by the same twelve-lettered Mantra 
which is deemed fit and worthy to be used for honouring and worshipping the great 
Lord Maha-Vishnu, the Supreme Being. This eclectic Mantra is ‘om namoh 
bhagavate vasudévaya’. [This shows that Lord Ram and Lord Maha-Vishnu are the 
same divine entity. It is in accordance to the eclectic philosophy of Advaitya Vedanta 
or the principle of non-duality. Refer also to verse no. 4/5.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/44). 
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4/45. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the ‘Parmatma’ or the supreme Atma or the supreme Lord God of 
creation. Refer also to verse no. 4/1-4, 4/7-8, 4/36.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/45). 
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4/46. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the ‘Vigyan-Atma’—1.e. he is the personification of the pure 
Consciousness that is deemed to be all-knowing, enlightened, wise, omniscient, , 
sagacious and erudite. In other words, ignorance and delusions do not come within 
earshot of Lord Ram. This stanza might also be interpreted as to mean that Lord Ram 
is a personified form of Gyan (knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment) as well as 
Atma (pure consciousness and the ‘true self? of all the living beings. Hence, Lord 
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Ram is Truth personified as Gyan and Atma are truthful. Refer verse no. 4/6, 4/8, 
4/21-22.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/46). 


w[e. 3 dp c d ĀRES: U Waser | a: aaeeea 
ga: IT quim: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān dādvaitaparmānandātmā / 
yah saccidānandādvaitaikacidātmā bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/47 


// 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] 3% sit sm vies ms Pd feu d TAT či 
3 APC, Seq TART ET È SÀ Wales ga dup Wo Ws uq: — ae 
at om $ ge ws ub dp b xis Street wd fry a tu Sum gue È 


C9) 


4/47. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) 
who is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is *Bhagwan' (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is non-dual, i.e. he is one and indivisible (adadvaita). He is the 
supreme Atma that is an embodiment of eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity 
(parmānandātmā). 

Lord Ram is the eternal, non-dual Atma that is a personification of the virtues of 
‘Sat, Chit and Anand’—i.e. he is truthfulness, consciousness and blissfulness 
personified (saccidānandādvaitaikacidātmā). 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/47). 


The spiritual benefits of repeating and invoking these Mantras are enumerated in the 
next verse no. 5, which says:-- 


U. Magadi | urgere: ed waa | ad ta: dt waft | vare 
watt | Tere Kadaka dd aft a dd wyafr | Aa g aAA sem 
TNT 
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itye tanbrahmabravita / saptacatvarim$anmantrairnityam devam stuvadhvam / 
stato devah prito bhavati / svatmanam daršayati / 

tasmadya etairmantrairnityam devam stauti sa devam pašyati / 

so'mrtatvam gacchatiti, so'mrtatvam gacchatiti // 3 // 


iti pancham kandika sampata 


[Hindi/Vernacular Rendering =] wb aaa st vio Wd a ATER ufafed SIA ot 
SIRT FAT P, KIMA HAT È SU M d aa Sd dl WC Wa Hw yeaa ah GUT 
$| Fe AAG Tea HT WG Ma PO Fe Wes SH THT Gp Ws at č (3) 


SAA FI TTA XD WIND FT 


5. The erudite, sagacious, wise and enlightened person, who is deeply steeped and 
expert in the knowledge of Brahm and repeats these forty-seven divine and holy 
Mantras of Lord Ram daily, with due sincerity, consistency and devotion, in order to 
adore, worship and honour Lord Ram, is able to please the Lord very much and 
endear him. 

The Lord gives such a person his divine vision; the worshipper is able to 
establish a direct connect with the Supreme Being, and is enabled to become self- 
realised inasmuch as he is able to see his true and real form (as the pure conscious 
Atma which is a synonym of Ram also). 

A wise and enlightened person who worships the Lord daily in the way 
outlined herein above is forsooth able to have a divine vision of the Lord. 

Such an exalted and fortunate person is able to taste the essence of eternity 
(blissfulness and beatitude) which is like divine nectar known as Amrit (or the elixir 
of eternal life). 

In other words, such a wise, enlightened and self-realised and Brahm-realised 
person is able to obtain supreme, absolute and eternal bliss, happiness, beatitude and 
felicity for himself that accompanies spiritual evolvement. As a bonus, he gets 
liberation and deliverance from this world, and ensures emancipation and salvation 
for his soul. Such persons obtain oneness with the supreme Lord by merging their 
Atma with the supreme Atma of creation (5). 


Kk 2 k 2K 2K K K 
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(6.2) Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, 
Canto 4, verse nos. 43-63 


Verse no. 43. — These Mantras are used to invoke the divine protective shield of 
Lord Ram's cosmic energy by touching various parts of the body while pronouncing 
the respective Mantras as follows:- 


(a) U aa AH: == ram hrdayaya namah (heart). 

(b) tt RR maT ==rim širasē swāhā (head). 

(c) € ferart aTe == rüm šikhāyai vasat (top of head). 

(d) Y gun «A == rem kavacaya hum (body; arms). 

(e) i mmu are == raum netrabhyam vausat (eyes; eyelids). 
(f) X: S&T Ge == rah astraya phat (the weapons one carries). 


Verse no. 46. == 3% 4A ART == om namoh narayanaya. 


[This Mantra means “Om salutations! I bow reverentially before Lord Narayan or 
Lord Vishnu who had manifested himself in a visible form as Lord Ram”. This is an 
eight-letter Mantra. 

Here, “OM” stands for the Supreme Being known as Brahm, the pure cosmic 
Consciousness. Therefore, the worshipper offers his prayers to Lord Ram with the full 
understanding that he is worshipping Brahm and no one else. This applies to all the 
Mantras of Lord Ram where the monosyllabic word “OM ” is used as a prefix. ] 


Verse no. 47. == 3% 4A Wad agara == om namoh bhagavatē vāsudēvāya. 


[This Mantra means “Om salutations! I bow reverentially before Lord Vasudeo (i.e. 
Lord Vishnu who is the Lord of all the Vasus or elements of creation and its 
components that are of worth) who is dear to his devotees”. This Mantra has twelve 
letters. ] 


Verse no. 49. == 3% @ RNS WA Fot Sel == om hrim bhartagraja ram klīm 
swāhā. 


[This Mantra means “Om salutations! I bow most reverentially before the elder 
brother of Bharat (i.e. Lord Ram) as I make this offering to the fire sacrifice”. The 
esoteric words “hrim” and *klīm” are virtually the code words that are used in formal 
forms of worship and offering of oblations to the fire to invoke the dynamic cosmic 
energy of the respective Gods. This Mantra has twelve letters.] 


551 


Verse no. 52. == WE mI WSR TAA Ur aeaa frat a fè oH 
== rāmbhadra mahēśvāsa raghvira nrpottama / bho da$asyantakasmakam $riyam 
dapaya dehi me // 


[This Mantra briefly means “Gentleman Ram is the Lord whom Shiva worships; he is 
the best amongst the kings and is a brave member of the family of King Raghu (of 
Ayodhya). The Lord had slayed the ten-headed demon (Ravana). Oh Lord—bless me 
with ‘Sri’ or all types of welfare, prosperity, success and accomplishments." This 
Mantra has thirty-two letters.] 


Verse no. 63. == This is called the ‘Mala Mantra’ of Sri Ram. It is as follows:- 


3% FAT Wad GaSe IRT WE WerWeedra fads Tors ware fauna GU: 


OM Namah/Namo bhagawaté raghunandanaya raksoghnavim$adaya 
madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balaya ramaya visnave namah”. 


[Briefly this Mantra means “OM salutations! I bow reverentially before Lord Ram 
who is also known as Raghunandan (because he had manifested in the clan of king 
Raghu of Ayodhya). He is the protector from all troubles and remover of all hurdles. 
He is of a sweet temperament; is of a cheerful disposition; and is an embodiment of 
extreme Tej (splendour, radiance, glory and magnificence). He is strong, powerful 
and valiant. He is Vishnu, the Lord of Sri (Laxmi). It is to Lord Vishnu as Lord Ram, 
and vice versa, that I bow reverentially."] 


3K K K K K K K 2K K 


(6.3) Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, 
Canto 5, verse no. 7 


Verse no. 7 == The Mantra pronounced while offering the rewards of doing 
Japa to Sri Ram is the following— 


ga Ward eogi S | fufawdq 4 ca ce || == 


*guhyadmuhyasya goptattvam grhanasmatkrtam japam; siddhibharvatu me déva 
tvatprasadatkrpanidhe.” 


[The Mantra pronounced while offering the rewards of doing Japa of Lord Ram’s 
Holy Mantras to the Lord himself, selflessly. It briefly means “Oh Lord! I have been 
continuously repeating your holy name and as its reward have come to realise the 
eclectic secrets about you. I am offering all the efforts to you and request you to bless 
me with divine mystical powers and success in my spiritual endeavours.”] 
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According to some experts, the Mantra is as follows— 


Vd spi eR TH see aE | Ran wa cu p AA 
Wd: I= 


*evam bhütam jagadādhārbhūtam ramam bande sacchidānandarēpam, 
gadarisamkhabjadharam bhavarim sa yo dhyayenmoksapnoti sarvah’. 


[It means “I offer my respects and worship to Lord Ram who is the very basis and 
foundation of all the Bhuts or living beings in this creation. The Lord is an 
embodiment of truthfulness, consciousness and blissfulness. He holds a mace, a lotus, 
a conch and a discus. By meditating and contemplating upon this divine vision of the 
Lord (as Vishnu) one can find Moksha or spiritual liberation and deliverance, 
salvation and emancipation."] 


K K K kK K K K K K 


(6.4) Ram Rahasya Upanishad, 
Canto 2, verse nos. 1-106 


(1) Verse no. 1-2 == I letter Mantra (also called Tarak Mantra or the Mantra which 
can provide the ultimate emancipation and salvation to the soul—refer Ram Uttar 
Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 2):- 


== Ram. 
(2) Verse no. 6 — 2 letter Mantra:- 
3H == Rām/Raam. 
(3) Verse no. 7-8 == 3 letter Mantra:- 


(a) 32 TH == Om Ram. 
(b) at WA == Hrīm Ram. 
(c) Ñ WA == $rim Ram. 
(d) Ft 3TH == Klim Ram. 
(e) € 3T == Aim Ram. 
(f) V TA == Rām Ram. 


[Note: The monosyllabic prefixes used in these Mantras refer to the different aspects 
of the cosmic dynamic energy of Lord Ram and signify the Lord's cosmic, all- 
powerful and all-pervading form. Thus, (i) OM = the Supreme Being known as 
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Brahm who stands of the pure cosmic Consciousness; (ii) Hrim = stands for the ‘Maya 
Shakti’ element of creation. This represents the cosmic energy and divine powers of creation 
that create delusions. (111) Srim = stands for the divine qualities which are like valuable assets 
for the aspirant. The word ‘Sri’ means all types of fortunes, wealth, prosperity, property, 
fame, splendour, magnificence, glory, well beings etc. (iv) Klim = stands for ‘Kamdeo’ who 
is a manifestation of the cosmic force of Nature that creates natural desires, passions, 
volitions and yearnings. (v) Aim = stands for the ‘Vaak Shakti’ or the power of speech and 
its patron Goddess Saraswati, the goddess of learning and wisdom. And (vi) Ram = this is 
the well-known Beej or seed Mantra of Lord Ram himself] 


(4) Verse no. 9 == 4 letter Mantra:- 


(a) maS == Ram Candra. 
(b) TENS == Ram Bhadra. 


(5) Verse no. 10-11 — 5 letter Mantra:- 


waa 4H: == Rāmāya Namah. 


(6) Verse no. 16 == 6 letter Mantra:- 


(a) XI 3TH 3H: == Ram Ramaya Namah. 
(b) At Ta FA: == Srim Ramaya Namah. 
(c) ēt WATS TT: == Hrīm Ramaya Namah. 
(d) Ù SHE HU: == Aim Ramaya Namah. 
(f) Ft WAS AA: == Klīm Rāmāya Namah. 
(g) 32 TATA AH: == OM Ramaya Namah. 


(7) Verse no. 17-18 == 6 letter Mantra:- 


(a) X WA ag At = Srim Ram Candra Srim. 
(b) At WA AE At ==Srim Ram Bhadra Srim. 
(c) & Was Bl == Hrim Ram Candra Hrīm. 
(d) @ WANs St == Hrīm Ram Bhadra Hrim. 
(e) Ft WA "rx YG! == Klim Ram Candra Klīm. 
(g) Ft WANG FST == Klīm Ram Bhadra Klīm. 
(h) Ù was Ù = Aim Rām Candra Aim. 

(i) Ù wayg Ù == Aim Ram Bhadra Aim. 

(j) 32 TA A 3% == Om Ram Candra Om. 
(k) 32 WHYS 3% == Om Ram Bhadra Om. 
(1) 3T 3TH. Ae U == Rām Ram Candra Ram. 
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(m) T WAY T == Ram Ram Bhadra Ram. 


(8) Verse no. 19 == 6 letter Mantra:- 


A---- (a) 3% WATS Tle == Om Rāmāya Svāhā. 
(b) Ñ WATS Late == Srim Rāmāya Svāhā. 
(c) FT WAM Tel == Klim Rāmāya Svāhā. 
(d) ēl YU Yale! == Hrim Rāmāya Svāhā. 
(f) € Waa AE == Aim Rāmāya Svāhā. 
(g) T WA Tale == Ram Rāmāya Svāhā. 


B--- (a) 32 WATA AH: == Om Ramaya Namah. 
(b) At XTHT3 dH: == $rim Rāmāya Namah. 
(c) F2! WAM TH: == Klim Ramaya Namah. 
(d) ēl Wa TH: == Hrīm Ramaya Namah. 
(f) € Waa FH: == Aim Ramaya Namah. 
(g) X WAT 33: == Ram Rāmāya Namah. 


C--- (a) 3% WATS € He == Om Rāmāya Hum Phat. 
(b) Ñ WAT € He == Šrīm Rāmāya Hum Phat. 
(c) Ft WATS X GE == Klim Rāmāya Hum Phat. 
(d) & WATS Š MZ == Hrim Rāmāya Hum Phat. 
(f) Ù Waa Š Gz == Aim Rāmāya Hum Phat. 
(g) X Waa € Ge == Ram Rāmāya Hum Phat. 


(8) Verse no. 25 == 7 letter Mantra:- 
(a) 3H asa HH: == Ram Candraya Namah. 
(b) TH eld AH: == Ram Bhadraya Namah. 


(9) Verse no. 26-28 == 8 letter Mantra:- 

(a) 3 VA ASTA 3H: == Om Ram Candraya Namah. 

(b) 32 TA Aga HH: == Om Ram Bhadrāya Namah. 

(c) 3» WHA € We Gel == Om Rāmāya Hum Phat Swāhā. 
(10) Verse no. 29-30 == 9 letter Mantra:- 


Tat 3% @ WU: Waa Tet == Glaum Om Hrim Namah Rāmāya Glaum. 
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(11) Verse no. 35-36 == 8 letter Mantra:- 
az At TA Wot AA == Om Sriramah Saranam Mama. 


[“Om salutations! I have taken refuge in the holy feet of Lord Ram."] 


(12) Verse no. 39. — 9 letter Mantra:- 


3% At TA: MTT AA 3% == Om Srīrāmah Saranam Mama Om. 


(13) Verse no. 40-42 — 10 letter Mantra:- 
SMa ASAT Cael SH == Janaki Vallabhāya Svāhā Hum. 


[“I offer this offering to the fire sacrifice in the name of Lord Ram who is the dear 
husband of Janki or Sita”.] 


(14) Verse no. 48-49 == 10 letter Mantra:- 
WAS TPIT AET == Rāmāya Dhanuspāņayē Svāhā. 


[This Mantra briefly means “I offer my oblations to Lord Ram who holds a bow in 
his hand.”] 


(15) Verse no. 50 == 11 letter Mantra:- 


(16) Verse no. 51-53 == 12 letter Mantra:- 


(a) 3% li ACAI WA Fet Tale? == Om Hrīm Bharatagraja Rama Klīm Svaha. 
(b) 3% WATS JTA TaTeT == Om Hrīm Rāmāya Dhanuspāņayē Svāhā. 


[(a) “Om salutations! I make this offering to Lord Ram who is the elder brother of 
Lord Ram. Swaha!!” 
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(b) *Om salutations! I make this offering to Lord Ram who holds a bow and an arrow 
in his hands. Swaha!!"] 


(17) Verse no. 54-55 == 12 letter Mantra:- 


(a) 3% TAT Wad WA AST == Om Namo Bhagawaté Rama Candraya. 

(b) 3% Ta Wad WA SEMI == Om Namo Bhagawate Rama Bhadraya. 
[The meaning of these two Mantras are the following:- (a) “OM salutations! I most 
reverentially bow before Lord Ram who is as magnificent and divine as the Moon”; 


and (b) “OM salutations! I most reverentially bow before Lord Ram who is a 
thorough gentleman".] 


(18) Verse no. 56-57 == 13 letter Mantra:- 
St XTH Ta TA SET SPI WA == Šrī Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama. 
[This Mantra means—"Hail Lord Ram; Glory be to him; Cheers for Lord Ram; Hail 


the Lord; Glory be to the Lord." This Mantra is like the king of all Mantras, and is 
used by wise ones.] 


(19) Verse no. 58 == 14 letter Mantra:- 

3% Ht XTH ST A SIT SUI TA == Om Srī Rāma Jaya Rāma Jaya Jaya Rāma. 
[The meaning modifies a bit to mean “OM salutations! Hail Lord Ram; Glory be to 
him; Cheers for Lord Ram’. It also means this—‘Glory be to Lord Ram who is a 


manifestation of the supreme Brahm represented by the word OM; Glory be to him; 
Cheers for Lord Ram as a manifestation of OM."] 


(20) Verse no. 58 == 15 letter Mantra:- 


St XTH Ta TH SET SRI Wa TH == Šrī Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama Rama. 


(21) Verse no. 59-61 — 16 letter Mantra:- 
TH: asda Was Gd €4 È He == 
Namah Sitapataye Ramaya Hana Hana Hum Phat. 
(22) Verse no. 62-63 — 17 letter Mantra:- 


35 TH: WWE TTU Cd Wd È ME == 
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Om Namah Sitapataye Ramaya Hana Hana Hum Phat. 
[This Mantra briefly means *OM salutations! I bow most reverentially before, pay my 


obeisance to, and honour the mystical powers and divinity of Lord Ram who is the 
husband of Sita."] 


(23) Verse no. 62-63 == 18 letter Mantra:- 
32 TAT ad TA ASR AA: == 
Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramaya Mahapurusaya Namah. 
[This Mantra briefly means “OM salutations! I repeatedly bow most reverentially 
before, pay my obeisance to, and honour the mystical powers and divinity of Lord 


Ram who is the supreme Lord God and an exalted noble Purush (literally a great, a 
highly acclaimed and a noble gentleman).”] 


(24) Verse no. 64-65 == 19 letter Mantra:- 
For 3» TA Wiad WS EETA AA: == 


Klīm Om Namo Bhagawate Ramaya Mahapurusaya Namah. 


(25) Verse no. 64-65 == 20 letter Mantra:- 


32 FA Wad wur ud dare ee d wer == 


Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramaya Sarva Saubhagyam Dehi Me Svaha. 


[This Mantra means *Oh Lord God Ram! I reverentially bow before you and pay my 
obeisance to you. Be kind to bless me with all welfares and good fortunes 
(‘Saubhaagya’). I offer my oblations to you." An offering is to be made to the sacred 
fire with this Mantra by uttering the last word ‘Svaha’.] 


(26) Verse no. 66 == 21 letter Mantra:- 


a% (HI Wad Wars RSTUÍRRUIS Wet == 
Om Namo Bhagawate Ramaya Sakalapannivarnaya Svaha. 


[This Mantra briefly means “OM salutations! I reverentially bow before and pay my 
obeisance to Lord Ram who is the exalted God and a bestower of all desired fruits or 
rewards. I offer my oblations to you.” An offering is to be made to the sacred fire with 
this Mantra while pronouncing the last word ‘Svaha’.] 
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(27) Verse no. 67 == 22 letter Mantra:- 
32 at T GRU aaa weed TA: == 
Om Srim Ram Dāšarathāya Sītāvallabhāya Sarvāvhīstadāya Namah. 
[The brief meaning of this Mantra is “OM salutations to Goddess Laxmi (‘Srim’) and 
Lord Ram (‘Ram’) in their cosmic form as Brahm! I reverentially bow before and pay 
my homage to Lord Ram who is the exalted son of king Dasarath and the dear 


husband of Sita, who is a fulfiller of all desires and wishes, and who grants the boon 
which bestows everything to his devotee.”] 


(28) Verse no. 69 == 23 letter Mantra:- 

3 FA Wad AAA THOM Ud Ud == 

Om Namo Bhagawate Viramramaya Sakalaśatrūn Hana Hana Svāhā. 

[The brief meaning of this Mantra is “OM salutations! I reverentially bow before and 
pay my obeisance (‘Namo’) to Lord Ram (‘ramaya’) who is brave and valiant 
(‘Viram’). Oh Lord! Destroy and crush (‘Hana’) all my enemies (*SakalaSatrün"). I 
offer my oblations (‘Svaha’) to you." An offering is to be made to the sacred fire with 
this Mantra by uttering the word ‘Svaha’.] 
(29) Verse no. 73-74 == 24 letter Mantra:- 

32, FA Wad At WATT ARH AAMT AT AKA AA: 3» == 

Om Namo Bhagawatē Sri Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Taraya Namah Om. 
[Briefly, this Mantra requests the Lord to bless the aspirant devotee with liberation 
and deliverance from this world and give his soul final emancipation and salvation. It 
means—'OM salutations! I bow before Lord Ram. You are the liberating Brahm 


personified. So be kind upon me and grant me the boon of liberation and deliverance, 
of emancipation and salvation.” ] 


(30) Verse no. 75-76 == 25 letter Mantra:- 
FO! ao TA Wad WHS UPARTA == 


Klīm Om Namo Bhagawate Rāmacandrāya Sakalajanavašyakarāya Svaha. 
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[Briefly, this Mantra means “OM salutations! I reverentially bow and pay my 
obeisance to (‘Namo’) Lord God Ram Chandra who is the fulfiller of all wishes (as 
implied by the Kaam Beej Mantra ‘Klim’). Empower me with mystical powers and 
charms so that I can exercise influence over and control all those with whom I come 
in contact, or whom I wish to bring under my command and control (‘Sakal-Jan- 
Vashya-Karaaya’). I offer my oblations to you (‘Svaha’).” With this last word Svaha, 
the worshipper should offer oblations to the sacred fire.] 


(32) Verse no. 77 — 26 letter Mantra:- 
3% WO 3+ TA Wad WA FST UBOSRIGTSGPI Tey == 
Om Klim Om Namo Bhagawate Ramacandraya Sakalajanavasyakaraya Svaha. 


[The first word ‘OM’ prefixed to the Kaam Beej ‘Klim’ in this Mantra would 
obviously mean that the Supreme Being known as Brahm is the fulfiller of all wishes. 
When the rest of the Mantra is added to this part, the full meaning would be: “OM 
Salutations to the Supreme Being who is a fulfiller of all desired wishes of the 
worshipper, and it is he who has revealed himself in the person of Lord Ram. Let the 
Lord empower me to be able to exercise dominance over all others. I pay my 
obeisance to the Lord by offering oblations to the sacred fire by saying Svaha."] 


(33) Verse no. 77 == 27 letter Mantra:- 
3% Fol 3 TA Wad WA MI WEBOSMEUISHERI Ae 3% == 


Om Klim Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramacandraya Sakalajanavasyakaraya Svaha 
Om. 


[The last OM” added as a suffix to the Mantra implies that when oblations are being 
made to Lord Ram with the word ‘Swaha’, it is the supreme Brahm who is actually 
being worshipped in the form of Lord Ram, and that the Lord is none but the cosmic 
Consciousness in a personified form to which the worshipper is showing his respects 
when he prays to Lord Ram. ] 


(34) Verse no. 78-79 == 28 letter Mantra:- 
3+ FA Tad cemere ud faeneuqegei fara xam == 


Om Namo Bhagawaté Raksoghnavisadaya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya Svaha. 


[Briefly this Mantra means “OM salutations! I reverentially bow and pay my homage 
to the Lord God (Ram). Lord, be kind to protect me against all sorts of problems and 
hurdles in my endeavours. Eliminate all my miseries and causes of my misfortunes 
and torments. I offer this oblation to you for this purpose.” Then the worshipper 
makes offerings to the sacred fire with the word ‘Svaha’.] 
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(35) Verse no. 78-79 == 29 letter Mantra:- 
3+ TAT Tad Aaaa ud TFT fara Gre 3» == 


Om Namo Bhagawate Raksoghnavi$adaya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya Svaha 
Om. 


[The last OM” implies that the worshipper salutes the Lord as a manifestation of the 
supreme Brahm because ‘OM’ is a Beej Mantra for Brahm. ‘Brahm’ is the Supreme 
Being and the cosmic Consciousness. Therefore, the obvious implication is that the 
offering to the sacred fire is meant for Brahm.] 


(36) Verse no. 80 — 30 letter Mantra:- 
UT 3i TH Wad YASTESÍTSTEDRI ud GATT Prana TTD 3% == 


Ram Om Namo Bhagawate Raksoghnavisadaya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya 
Svaha Om. 


[Here, the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ put before OM implies that the very primary form of 
the Supreme Being known as Brahm is being addressed and honoured in this verse. 
Since the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ pertains to the fire element as well as to Lord Ram, and 
it is followed by the Mantra for the supreme Brahm, which is *OM', it obviously 
means that in this verse Lord Ram is being honoured not only as a manifestation of 
the supreme Brahm but also as the primary energy, the dynamism, the stupendous 
glory and the immaculate purity of Brahm personified in his divine form which is as 
glorious and radiant and pure as the Fire element. The rest of the meaning would be 
the same as for the twenty-nine lettered Mantra described in verse nos. 78-79.] 


(37) Verse no. 80 — 31 letter Mantra:- 
XP 3% HP Wad waafagrers wd TATA ary wre 32 == 


Ram Om Namo Bhagawatē Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya 
Svaha Om Ram. 


[When ‘Ram’ is added as a suffix it implies that once again the oblations and homage 
are being paid to Lord Ram as a personification of the supreme Brahm represented by 
the Beej Mantra ‘OM’, as well as of the eternal cosmic Fire represented by the Beej 
Mantra ‘Ram’. To wit, this means that Lord Ram is a personification of the Supreme 
Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness that is pure and glorious and splendorous as the 
Fire. ] 
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(38) Verse no. 81-82 — 32 letter Mantra:- 
VW ETA TAR TTA Sp TTT TA Brea em A == 


Rāmabhadra Mahēšvāsa Raghuvira Nrpottama Bho Dašāsyāntakāsmākam Sriyam 
Dapaya Dehi Me. 


[The brief meaning of this Mantra is “The gentleman Ram is present in the breath of 
Lord Mahesh (i.e. Shiva constantly repeats his divine name Ram). He is the brave and 
valiant warrior of the clan of king Raghu, and is the most exalted and the best king of 
that clan. He had brought about the end of the ten-headed one (Ravana, the demon 
king of Lanka). He is endowed with all the magnificent, divine and sublime virtues 
and glories. Be kind to give me all kinds of ‘Sri’ (i.e. bless me so that I can acquire all 
the majestic glories, fame, wealth and prosperity that are available in this world) as 
well as ‘Yam’ (exemplary self-control over the senses).”] 


(39) Verse no. 86-87 == Ram Gayatri Mantra:- 


3 «mem aee Aaaa fe qd Um: nue == 


Om Dasarathaya Vidmahe Sitavallabhaya Dhimahi Tanno Ramah Pracodayat. 


[Briefly this Mantra means *OM salutations! The supreme Lord Ram is (in his human 
manifestation on earth is) the son of Dasrath, and the beloved husband of Sita. He 1s 
the best, the most exalted, a destroyer of sins, an excellent and a divine Being. May he 
infuse and inspire our intellect with wisdom and enlightenment so that we are purified 
and move forward on a path that is truthful, righteous and noble."] 


(40) Verse no. 88 — The Sammohan (hypnotizing) Mantra:- 
a vet 3% eremum faee Araceae tfe qe son owsesw = 


Hrim Klim Om Dasarathaya Vidmahé Sītāvallabhāya Dhimahi Tannē Srim Ramah 
Pracodayat. 


[When the two Beej Mantras *Hrim' and ‘Klim’ standing jointly for "Maya Shakti’ and 
‘Kaam Shakti’ (or the mystical powers that, when acquired, enables the person who 
has mastered this Mantra to be able to control other persons and make them absolutely 
obedient to him, as well as to fulfill all his desires) are added as a prefix to the ‘Ram 
Gayatri Mantra’, and the Beej Mantra ‘Srim’ (for ‘Sri? or Goddess Laxmi, 
symbolizing the power of success and prosperity; the dynamic powers of the Lord) is 
added before the word ‘Ramah’ (which is the second last word of the Mantra, and 
stands for Lord Ram), then the resultant Mantra acquires *magical-charm' properties 
that act as a hypnotizing instrument or a charm that can subdue one’s opponent, make 
him submissive, and make him obey one’s commands. It is therefore called a 
‘Sammohan Mantra’.] 
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(41) Verse no. 90-92 == 47 letter Mantra (also called the ‘Mala Mantra'—see also 
Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 53-63):- 


3 THE Wad VATS TAPAS ATS WGISRTGdH] STHRTSRE SROTHIU 
fama 11: == 


Om Namo Bhagawaté Raghunandanaya Raksoghnavišadāya Madhuraya 
Prasannavadanaya Amitatejasé Balaramaya Visnavé Namah. 


[Briefly, this Mantra means “OM salutations to Lord Raghunandan (Ram). He is a 
protector from all miseries and torments that afflict his devotees, and removes all their 
hurdles. He is of a sweet and pleasant demeanours and temperament. He appears 
cheerful and contented. He is immensely radiant with a divine splendour effusing as a 


glowing halo from his holy body. Lord Ram is strong, valiant, valorous, robust and 
brave. He is Lord Vishnu incarnate. I bow to him in great reverence."] 


(42) Verse no. 95-96 == Sita's Mantra:- 
sft tart aE == Srim Sitaya Namah. 


[The Mantra briefly means “I bow before goddess Sita.”] 


(43) Verse no. 98-99 == Laxman's Mantra:- 
S OUT TH: == Lam Laksmanaya Namah. 


[The meaning of this divine Mantra is "I bow reverentially before Laxman to pay my 
respects to the divine Being whose Beej Mantra is ‘Lam’.”’] 


(44) Verse no. 101 == Bharat's Mantra:- 
4 da TH: == Bham Bharatāya Namah. 


[The meaning of this Mantra is “I bow most reverentially before Bharat to pay my 
respects to the divine Being whose Beej Mantra is ‘Bham’.”’] 


(45) Verse no. 103 == Shatrughan’s Mantra:- 
Ji JAA TT: == Sham Shatrughanaya Namah. 


[This Mantra means “I bow most reverentially before Shatrughan to pay my respects 
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to the divine Being whose Beej Mantra is ‘Sham’.”] 
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(46) Verse no. 105-106 — Lord Hanuman's Mantra:- 
[4 ard TH: == Hrm Hanumate Namah. 


[The meaning of this Mantra is “I bow most reverentially before Hanuman to pay my 
respects to the divine Being whose Beej Mantra is *Hrm'."] 


Kk K k k k 2k 


(6.5) Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, 
Canto 2, verse no. 1 


Verse no. 1 == The ‘Tarak Mantras’ of Lord Ram which have the divine potentials to 
provide the soul of the aspirant devotee with the unique opportunity to obtain 
liberation from the fetters that shackle it to this gross body and the perishable world of 
miseries and delusions, and deliver it form its torments, thereby bestowing it with the 
holistic benefit of emancipation and salvation, collectively called Moksha. These 
Mantras are the following:-- 


(a) V Wala 43H: == Ram Ramaya Namah. 
(b) 3IH asa HH: == Ram Candraya Namah. 
(c) NH Aga HH: == Ram Bhadraya Namah. 


3K K 2k 2s K K ÞK K K ok 


(6.6) Kali-Santaran Upanishad, verse no. 2 


Rm R mMm NT WX CY R PMT CX PM pN WU Ke | 


hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare / hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare 
hare. 


[This Mantra was revealed to sage Narad by the Creator Brahma, also known as 
Hiranyagarbha. These 16 words have the potential of destroying all the great sins of 
Kaliyug and their effects. No other better method is visible (i.e. available, discernible, 
prescribed) in the 4 Vedas. That is, it is the simplest and the best medicine for all the 
ills of Kaliyug and it helps the creature to get easy deliverance from the myriad evils 
and miseries that torment it. 

Lord Ram and Lord Krishna were both human incarnations of Lord Vishnu in 
different ages. This Mantra establishes that both these forms of Vishnu are the same, 
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possess the same powers to provide liberation and deliverance to the devotee, and 
have equal spiritual importance.] 


3K K K K K K K K K 
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Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras, Hymns & Prayers 


[Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition & 
Explanatory Notes] 


Chapter 7 


Selected Prayers of Lord Ram 


From the Book ‘Vinai Patrika” of Goswami Tulsidas 


In this Chapter we shall read some selected Prayers of Lord Ram from the excellent 
Book of Prayers called ‘Vinai Patrika’ written by the famous saint-poet of India, 
named Goswami Tulsidas. The first line of each verse is quoted below for easy 
reference. 


(7.1) Verse no. 45— 
Sri ramacandra krpalu bhaju mana harana bhavabhaya darunam. 


(7.2) Verse no. 66— 
rama japu, rama japu, rama japu bavare. 


(7.3) Verse no. 79— 
dēva-tū dayalu, dina haum, tu dani, haum bhikhārī. 


(7.4) Verse no. 94— 

kahe te hari mohim bisaro. 

(7.5) Verse no. 97— 

jau pai hari janake auguna gahaté. 


(7.6) Verse no. 98— 
aisi hari karata dasapara priti. 


(7.7) Verse no. 99— 
birada garibanivaja ramako. 


(7.8) Verse no. 101— 
ja'um kaham taji carana tumhare. 
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(7.9) Verse no. 105— 
abalaum nasani, aba na nasaihaum. 


(7.10) Verse no. 114— 
madhava! mo samana jaga mahim. 


(7.11) Verse no. 143— 
sunahu rama raghubira gusa'im, mana aniti-rata mero. 


(7.12) Verse no. 149— 
kaham ja'um, kasom kahaum, aura thaura na mere. 


(7.13) Verse no. 160— 
maim hari patita-pavana suné. 


(7.14) Verse no. 162— 
aiso ko udara jaga mahim. 


(7.15) Verse no. 164— 
janata prīti-rīti raghura'. 


(7.16) Verse no. 166— 
aise rama dīna-hitakārī. 


(7.17) Verse no. 174— 
jake priya na rama-baidehi. 


(7.18) Verse no. 175— 
jo pai rahani/lagana ramasom nahim. 


(7.19) Verse no. 179— 
kaham ja'um, kasom kahaum, kauna sunai dinaki. 


(7.20) Verse no. 189— 
rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu bha' re. 


(7.21) Verse no. 198— 
mana pachitaihai avasara bite. 


(7.22) Verse no. 204— 
jo mana lagai ramacarana asa. 


(7.23) Verse no. 208— 
natha som kauna binati kahi sunavaum. 


(7.24) Verse no. 211— 
kabahum raghubansamani! so krpa karahuge. 


(7.25) Verse no. 235— 


567 


aisehi janama-samüha sirane. 


(7.26) Verse no. 242— 
tumasama dinabandhu, na dina ko'u mosama----- 


(7.27) Verse no. 254— 
rama! ravaro nama mero matu-pitu hai. 


(7.28) Verse no. 269— 
rama kabahum priya lagihau jaise nira minako? 


Kk k k k k 2K K K ok 


(7.1) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 45: 


(45) 

S da HUG A AA ST aA CTT | 
Japo, Poga, Prpa, VE PTS | |1 | | 
pat sta afta ofa, date Aa jas | 
ge Wa ame asa efe spfa 4f Sap- | |2 | | 
ag day feta «rmd—dadua—p | 
Wat aapa piedā FRI 13 || 
RR "me gea (det une ware snT fdwmi | 

BRA, PUTA Pot aR | |4 | | 
alā dafd goa lip- AA rd | 
AA gqu—esr-fWn Ge, PAT Weta | 15 | | 


(45) 


$ri ramacandra krpalu bhaju mana haraņa bhavabhaya dāruņam. 
navakanja-locana, kanja-mukha, kara-karija, pada kanjarunam. 1. 
kandarpa aganita amita chavi, navanila nirada sundaram. 

pata pita manahu tadita ruci Suci naumi janaka-sutavaram. 2. 
bhaju dinabandhu dinēša danava-daitya-vansa-nikandanam. 
raghunanda anamdakanda ko$alacanda dašaratha-nandanam. 3. 
sira mukuta kundala tilaka caru udāru anga vibhusanam. 
ajanubhuja sara-cāpa-dhara, sangrāma-jita-kharadūsanņam. 4. 

iti vadati tulasidasa Sankara-Sésa-muni-mana ranjanam. 

mama hrdaya-kanja-nivasa kuru, kamadi khala-dala-ganjanam. 5. 


Verse no. 45—Oh mind! Concentrate on, think of and devote yourself to Lord 
Ramchandra, the merciful, the kind, the benevolent and the compassionate Lord! He 
is the one who can remove the grave fear of birth and death in this world. His eyes are 
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as beautiful as a newly blossomed lotus flower. His face, hands and feet are also like a 
red-tinged (pink) lotus. (1). 


The beauty of his countenance is greater than innumerable Kamdeos (God of beauty 
and glamour) taken together. The complexion of his body has a blue tinge resembling 
rain-bearing dark clouds. The Pitambar (a yellow body-wrapping seamless cloth made 
of silk) is shining and simmering like lightening on his body, the complexion of 
which is compared with dark clouds. I offer my obeisance to and bow before the Lord 
of Janak-Suta (i.e. Lord Ram who is the divine husband of Sita, the daughter of Janak) 
who is a personification of auspiciousness and holiness. (2). 


Oh my mind! Concentrate on, think of and devote yourself to (Lord Ram who is) a 
friend of the distressed and the humble, is as radiant, brilliant and splendorous as the 
sun, is a destroyer of the race of demons, evil spirits, ogres and Satan (representing 
evil and sinful creatures in creatures in this world), is the root of all joys and 
happiness, is symbolically like a moon which shines in the sky symbolizing the 
kingdom of Kaushal (Ayodhya). (3). 


He has a crown that is studded with jewels and gems. He wears large ear-rings in his 
ears, an enchanting Tilak (religious mark) on his forehead, and beautiful jewelry on 
each part of his body. His arms are so long that they reach up to his knees. [Such long 
arms are regarded as auspicious for a king and indicate his long reach and extended 
influence. He is carrying a bow and an arrow. He has conquered the demons Khar and 
Dushan in the battle (1.e. he has conquered all the evil forces represented by them). 


(4). 


He grants happiness and joys to the mind and heart of Lord Shiva, the mythical 
serpent-king known as Shesh, and great sages and hermits. He is the destroyer of 
enemies in the form of Kaam (lust, passions), Krodh (anger) and Lobha (greed, 
rapacity and avarice). Tulsidas prays that such a gracious and divine Lord Ram may 
always reside in his lotus-like heart. (5). 


KK KKK K K K 


(7.2) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 66: 


(66) 


RTA OY, WA UY, WA UY gar | 

aR ya- A-AA are frs ara "n1 
va et ues ws Reg—Rife are YI 

Te PAT aT ora TAT | |2 | | 
«eit GT 2, Ura vil 2, «fedt vil, TH Y| 
RTA Sl Ul sit ow ET wp GA YIII 
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oT 4—81 tel vēl 8 wl wet Y | 
dal be sex ef Ga ye via i 
Waa wits wi Aa GH six |I 
gend were cary dit aR PR YII 


(66) 


rama japu, rama japu, rama japu bavaré. 

ghora bhava-nira-nidhi nama nija nava re. 1. 

eka hi sadhana saba rid'dhi-sid'dhi sadhi re. 
grase kali-roga joga-sarjjama-samadhi re. 2. 
bhalo jo hai, poca jo hai, dahino jo, bama re. 
rama-nama hi som anta saba hi ko kama re. 3. 
jaga nabha-batika rahi hai phali phüli re. 
dhuvam kaise dhaurahara dékhi tü na bhüli ré. 4. 
rama-nama chadi jo bharoso karai aura re. 

tulasi paroso tyagi mamigai küra kaura re. 5. 


Verse no. 66—[Note :- The use of the Hindi word ‘rē’ as in ray at the end of each 
sentence indicates earnest and sincere plea by the loving teacher to convince a rather 
naughty, stubborn and reluctant disciple to mend his ways, and pay heed to what is 
being said, lest he would repent later.] 

Oh you fool! Chant Ram's holy Name, I repeat—do it; for it is the only boat 
we have to ferry us across this worldly ocean (i.e.this is the easiest way to achieve 
salvation as it is easily available, simplest and accessible to all). (1). 


You can master all virtues and knowledge with the help of this medium alone because 
Yoga (meditation and contemplation), self-control and self-restraint) and Samadhi (a 
state of meditative trance) etc. have been all eclipsed by the era of Kali (i.e. all other 
mediums for salvation or liberation of the soul have been over-shadowed or obscured 
by the evil presence of Kali, and therefore they aren't available). So, rely on his holy 
Name for your emancipation and salvation because it is still available. (2). 


In the end, it (the holy Name of Ram) is the only hope for redemption for all of us 
whether it is bad or good, upside down or up (i.e. whether chanted backwards or 
forwards, willingly or unwillingly, with or without faith, conviction and belief—it 
will only do you good, rest assured about it). (3). 


This world is like an illusion of a blossoming garden in the sky—it is a mirage, it is a 
delusion, it is something that is totally fake. All the materials and sense objects in this 
world are castles and palaces of smoke—here now and gone the next moment (i.e. 
don't go astray believing the world to be real—tt is a total illusion, a mirage. So, focus 
your attention on the supreme reality). (4). 


Tulsidas says that one who relies and depends on others, and not on the holy Name of 
Lord Ram, is like a fool who leaves the food in front of him and begs for it from 
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house to house like a dog. [That is, the medium of emancipation and salvation is in 
front of you—so why do you search for it somewhere else?] (5). 


OK 2K 2K K ok K K 


(7.3) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 79: 


(79) 


aq 
q «ug, a & q am, ef far 

et wR mA, q mja 
TU qg maA, ser PA AR? 

Hp CaM ma È mAn AINN 

ca gy ef va q č oem af ARI 
ada, Www q wa fate feg WIBI 
Ae afé ad sr, afd ot ard 

vat cH geet) qg! wes TÀI 


(79) 


deva- 

tu dayalu, dina haum, tū dani, haum bhikhārī. 
haum prasid'dha pataki, tu pāpa-punija-hārī. 1. 
natha tü anathako, anatha kauna moso? 

mo samana arata nahim aratihara toso. 2. 
brahma tu, haum jiva, tū hai thakura, haum cero. 
tata-mata, guru-sakha tü saba bidhi hitu mero. 3. 
tohim mohim nate aneka, maniyai jau bhavai. 
jyorn tyaum tulasi krpalu! carana-sarana pavai. 4. 


Verse no. 79—Oh Lord! If you are the one who is renowned for showing kindness, 
mercy and grace upon those who are humble, wretched, miserable and distressed, then 
surely I fit the bill as I am one such person. If you are a matchless and generous 
donor, then I am a beggar of the humblest kind. If I am a famous sinner, then you are 
the vanquisher and destroyer of all the treasuries of sins. [Therefore, oh Lord, I 
qualify for your attention and grace; do I not?] (1). 


If you are the Lord of the destitutes, then who is a greater destitute than me? There is 
no one as sorrowful, miserable and pitiful as me, and neither is there one greater than 
you who can eliminate sorrows and distress. (2). 


571 


You are Brahm (the supreme Soul known as the Parmatma, the immortal Lord of this 
creation) while I am a Jiva (a mortal living being). 

You are the Lord, while I am a servant. What more, for me you are a mother, 
father, teacher, friend and benefactor by all means. (3). 


Forsooth, it is therefore evident that we two (Lord Ram and Tulsidas) are related to 
each other in many ways. Whichever relation suits you, you treat me as such. But the 
thing is, oh merciful, this Tulsidas yearns to get refuge and shelter in your holy feet. 
[And I cite your reputation and invoke your gracious nature to plead with you not to 
turn me away.] (4). 


[Note—Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, specially his 
devotees, in this verse. ] 


OK OK KKK K K K 


(7.4) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 94: 


Glory of Lord $ri Rāma 


(04) 


ore d aR fe fq«n 

aid Aa afear AY sre, qafü 4 «mer SAT | |1 || 
ufad—gAld, ated, SRRA—RT ed fa ART | 

al afé ser, ata, a? foul dea Aer wem? | |2 | | 
wnr-Wfrer-T-smg- df te, Te ele FORT | 

ag of emer autem! wea WRT CONI || 
ot efererer wae aft sal, ga fica od RIRĪ | 

ct aft we are aly ya dfe word afer NIU || 
Wwe fexfa, farfa qa WA, GS WATS GER | 

"E GARY sed "ife TIT, NA dēl SS ART 15 || 
Wed AR Rd Het SX, wf gi af St 

ue ofS are aragel wy, amg WW 4 SIRĪ |16| 


(94) 


kahe te hari mohim bisaro. l 
janata nija mahimā mere agha, tadapi na natha sambharo. 1. 
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patita-punita, dinahita, asarana-sarana kahata $ruti caro. 

haum nahim adhama, sabhita, dina? kidhaum bedana mrsa pukaro?. 2. 
khaga-ganika-gaja-byadha-pamti jaham, tahan haunhüni baitharo. 
aba kehi laja krpanidhana! parasata panavaro pharo. 3. 

jo kalikala prabala ati hoto, tuva nidesa tern n'yaro. 

tau hari rosa bharosa dosa guna tehi bhajate taji garo. 4. 

masaka birarici, birarici masaka sama, karahu prabha'u tumharo. 

yaha sāmaratha achata mohirn tyagahu, natha tahām kachu caro. 5. 
nahina naraka parata mokahani dara, jadyapi haurh ati haro. 

yaha badi trasa dāsatulasī prabhu, namahu papa na jaro. 6. 


Verse no. 94—Oh Lord Hari (Lord Sri Ram, who was an incarnation of Lord Hari, 
one of the many names of Lord Vishnu)! Why have you forgotten me? 

Oh Lord! You are aware of my sins and misdemeanours on the one hand, and 
of your own reputation, fame and glory on the other hand. Inspite of that, why don't 
you take care of me?! (1). 

[The Lord has a reputation of being merciful and of taking care of even the 
most sinful and humble of creatures if the latter honestly prays to the Lord, seeking 
the Lord's protection while promising to change his evil ways. Not only this, the Lord 
is so gracious that if someone takes his shelter, the Lord ensures that the person 
changes his evil nature on his own by subtly influencing his mind and heart. 

In this stanza, Tulsidas invokes this quality of Lord Ram and stresses that the 
Lord should be careful about acting in accordance with his famed reputation and his 
own words that he would afford protection to the most lowly and humble, the most 
sinful and wretched, if the latter prays to him and surrenders himself before the Lord. 
Otherwise, his immaculate reputation would be tarnished if he neglects Tulsidas and 
does not give solace and succour to him. 

In the following stanzas, the stellar virtues and glories of Lord Ram which 
have made him so famous in this creation are enumerated in brief.] 


Oh Lord, you are the one who purifies those who are tainted, those who are sinful, 
evil, vile and wicked; you make those who have countless faultless into ones who are 
faultless (patita-punita). 

You are a benevolent benefactor and a selfless well-wisher of those who are 
unfortunate, distressed, lowly and humble; you think and act in their interest 
(dinahita). 

You provide refuge and shelter to them who have no refuge or shelter 
anywhere else (asarana-sarana). 

These are facts that are affirmed by all the four Vedas (kahata $ruti caro). 
Then tell me, if this is the case, am I not eligible for your attention and mercy; am I 
not distressed, downtrodden, scared and sinful enough that I do not deserve your 
kindness and grace (for my salvation and deliverance)? (haum nahim adhama, 
sabhita, dina?). 

Or else, is the assertion of the Vedas wrong; is their proclamation erroneous 
(kidhaum bedana mrsa pukaro)? (2). 


To start with, you had me sit along with the bird (vulture Jatau), Ganika! (the 
prostitute who attained salvation), the elephant (Gaja) and the hunter/bandit (named 
Valmiki). 


573 


[To wit, you have acknowledged that I am a sinner like one of them; you have 
equated me or treated me at par with them: *khaga-ganikā-gaja-byādha-pāntti 
jaham, taham haunhim baitharo".] 

Now, oh merciful Lord, what hesitation or shame do you now have in 
providing me with the same benefit, the same mercy and grace that you bestowed 
upon them (aba kēhi laja krpanidhana)^? 

[To wit, first you accepted that you had provided the benefit of liberation, 
deliverance, peace and happiness to the above named entities who everyone knows 
were sinful, evil and lowly. Then you had also accepted that Tulsidas was no better 
than them—i.e. you treated Tulsisas at par with these sinful fellows. Now, if you can 
grant your mercy and grace upon these creatures on the ground that it is your very 
nature to provide succour and solace to those who are distressed and lowly, as well as 
to purify the impure and the sinful, then tell me oh Lord why are you not being 
equally graceful and merciful to Tulsidas? Verily oh Lord, I also expect the same 
treatment at your hands.] 

Now therefore, once you have allowed me to sit alongside the above-named 
persons, why are you taking away the platter (i.e. the plate of leaves for partaking 
food in a community meal) put in front of me (parasata panavaro pharo)? 

Here, Tulsidas refers to the tradition of great Kings of inviting the poor and 
the humble for a commumity meal. In this metaphor, the benevolence, grace and 
spiritual rewards that the Lord bestowed upon the vulture Jatau, the prostitute Ganika, 
the elephant Gaja, and the hunter-turned great sage Valmiki is likened to the 
wonderful and delicious food served to them in this community meal. These creatures 
had never expected in their lives to ever taste the sweetness of freedom from a life of 
sins and vices which was like their daily staple food, but on this occasion they tasted 
the most delicious food of their lives, symbolised by the nectar-like sweetness that 1s 
inherent in attainment of spiritual bliss and deliverance from the horrors of this world. 

Tulsidas says that he is no less sinful and lowly than them. And therefore, why 
is Lord Ram not granting him the same benefit as he had granted these four persons 
mentioned in this verse? Tulsidas reminds his Lord Ram that if he neglects the 
former, then it will have a negative effect on the Lord's well known reputation of 
providing freedom from fear, freedom from sins and freedom from miseries to those 
who have sought refuge with the Lord even though they had been sinful and evil prior 
to seeking such refuge. 

To wit, Tulsidas earnestly pleads with his beloved Lord Ram, saying: *Oh 
Lord, why are you depriving me of the benefit of having peace and happiness, of 
having liberation and deliverance from all worldly horrors and miseries, like you had 
provided these to the sinful and pervert fellows named by me? Am I worse than them, 
or am I not as sinful and evil as they were? If they qualified for receiving your mercy, 
why am I not equally qualified?] (3). 


If Kaliyug (the personified form of the present age, the ‘yuga’, named after ‘Kali’, the 
deity of this age) had been stronger, more potent and powerful, and more gracious 
than you are, and had he not been obeying your orders (i.e. had he not been under 
your command)—then we would have, oh Hari, not bothered you, we would not have 
relied upon you for succour and solace, and would have stopped praising your fame 
and glories. 

Instead of you, we would have worshipped and adored Kaliyug because it 
would have served our purpose. We would not have been angry at him or blame him 
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for all the faults that afflict the world and cause interminable misery and pain to all 
living beings." (4). 

['In this stanza Tulsidas politely and lovingly warns his Lord Ram that if he 
starts neglecting his devotees like Tulsidas, then they will think that Kali, the 
presiding deity of the current corrupt age, is more powerful. No one would then like 
to offend Kali and invite his wrath. They will stop worshipping the Lord and praying 
to him for their deliverance from miseries, and instead try to propitiate Kali. The Lord 
must understand that it will be a very shameful development, and would undermine 
his divinity and supremacy in this creation. Therefore, the Lord should pay heed to 
Tulsidas and take special care of the sinful and lowly creatures during the era known 
as Kaliyug if the Lord wishes to retain his glory and fame in this world.] 


But (inspite of what I have said above, we all understand that) you are capable of 
transforming a humble mosquito into the most exalted Brahma, the Creator, and vice- 
versa. 

[Albeit I have said that if you become slightly careless, the people of the 
world would think that you are afraid of taking action against Kaliyug or providing 
help to those whom Kaliyug wishes to enslave, as this would annoy the latter, and you 
do not wish to annoy him; but it is just for the sake of warning you, for actually all of 
us know that you are extremely powerful, being the sole Lord and the supreme 
Authority of creation. Even Kaliyug obeys your commands. We know for sure that 
you have that power whereby you can elevate the humblest to the stature of the most 
exalted, symbolised by your ability to turn a humble mosquito into the Creator of this 
creation!] 

Inspite of being so great, able, potent and powerful Lord of the world, (it 
seems that) are you are abandoning, ignoring and neglecting me. Then, oh Lord, if 
even you behave this way, what can I do (for I am feeling helpless as I have no one to 
turn to and complain against you). [But truly Lord, this does not behove of you and 
your majestic glory!] (5). 


Though I have been defeated (i.e. have lost all hopes of salvation and deliverance), 
and have recoinciled to my fate of falling in to hell, this Tulsidas has the greatest 
regret and is most anguished, hurt and sorrowful that even your great and powerful 
Name could not burn to ashes my sins, faults and blemishes (which prevent me from 
attaining salvation and eternal peace for myself)! (6). 
[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse. 
'Ganika (The prostitute): There was a prostitute by the name of Pingla. One day 
she had decorated herself with flowers and ornaments and waited eagerly for her 
lover. When he did not turn up even till midnight, she was very contrite and it 
dawned upon her that if she had spent so much of her time in devotion and 
remembrance of the Lord, she would have found deliverance. Right onwards, she 
turned away from her profession and became an ardent devotee of the Lord. This led 
to her emancipation and salvation.] 
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(7.5) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 97: 


wi 4 sR oe si Ted! 

dt gA Geet aferal, exi efo R fared | i 11 

a oT Sm UT aad aft, Gat Gu ow aed 
dt oa wx ums ēru sor, Woe ah ved | 12 || 

ot wré—dé HA URE Wiel, AAAS A HEC | 

dl ofa pa pART os gu efe aif fred 
ot Yafēd fera am sronfüer$ are aft 4 ced | 

dt wage whfd—ew eae guy aor fer Fed | |4 || 
wir ARa ufecuras, aif fex fqva 4 decd | 

dt demo afta gendi, we ws 4 aed |15 11 


(97) 


jau pai hari janake auguna gahate. 

tau surapati kururaja balisom, kata hathi baira bisahate. 1. 

jau japa jāga jūga brata barajita, kevala prema na cahate. 

tau kata sura munibara bihaya braja, gopa-geha basi rahate. 2. 

jau janam-tahant prana rakhi bhagatako, bhajana-prabha'u na kahatē. 
tau kali kathina karama-māraga jara hama kéhi bhamti nibahatē. 3. 
jau sutahita liyē nama ajamilake agha amita na dahatē. 

tau jamaghata samisati-hara hamasé brsabha khoji khēji nahate. 4. 

jo jagabidita patitapavana, ati bamkura birada na bahate. 

tau bahukalapa kutila tulasise, sapanéhum sugati na lahatē. 5. 


Verse no. 97—Oh Lord Hari (i.e. Lord Sri Ram, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu who is 
also known as ‘Hari’)! If you had paid attention or minded the faults and 
misdemeanours of your devotees and those who have surrendered themselves before 
you (“jana”), then why would you have willingly created enmity and hostility with 
Indra’, Duryodhan? and Baali*?4 (1). 

[^A brief note on Indra, Duryodhan and Baali is added at the end of this 
verse. 

^To wit, these three had not directly offended you, but you stood against them 
just because they had offended someone who had taken shelter with you, albeit the 
latter person was not without faults or blemishes. But you took their side because you 
have declared your nature of helping those who have come to surrender before you 
and seek your protection, for then you overlook their shortcomings just like a parent 
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who overlooks the misdeeds of his own child and protects him or her against others 
when they come to harm that child.] 


If you had not sought love, devotion, affection and total surrender in place of doing 
Japa (constant repetition of divine formulas known as ‘Mantras’ and the Lord's holy 
Name), religious sacrifices (such as fire sacrifices), rituals, penances, austerities, 
meditation, vows etc. (in order to accrue spiritual merit or credit), then why would 
you have resided in the household of Gopas (cowherds of Vrindavan) instead of in the 
abode of Gods (i.e. in the heaven), or at the hermitages of exalted hermits, sages, 
ascetics etc.*? (2). 

[°To wit, Lord Krishna had obliged even the most humble and the ordinary 
folk of Vrindavan, called the “Gopas”, by living with them as one of them because the 
Lord was obliged to do so by the love and affection all of them showed to him. The 
Lord did not find the heaven where the gods dwell, nor the hermitages of great sages 
and hermits to be as attractive as the humble residences of the ordinary folks of 
Vrindavan although these gods duly worshipped the Lord in a formal way, and the 
sages and hermits diligently followed all practices sanctioned by the scriptures, such 
as doing a lot of Japa, religious sacrifices, meditation and other meritorious deeds. It 
is because the Gopas showed heartfelt love and affection for Lord Krishna, treating 
him as one of them, as their friend, brother and son, instead of treating him in a formal 
way as the Lord of the world. This clearly shows that love, affection and devotion for 
the Lord brings him nearer as compared to all other formal meritorious deeds taken 
together.] 


If you had not preserved and upheld the dignity, self-respect, vows and supremacy of 
your devotees, and thereby establish the paramount nature and supreme effect that 
your worship and devotion has vis-à-vis other so many religious paths and spirtitual 
practices that are all meritorious and credit worthy in their own right, then how would 
stupid, ignorant and idiots like us (the ordinary human beings who don't have any 
religious or spiritual merit to their name) have ever survived in these difficult times 
and the rough path of doing countless deeds (some of which may be good, but the 
majority of which are bad and done out of existential compulsions) during the course 
of our lives in Kaliyug ^? (3). 

[To wit, we, the ordinary creatures of this age, who can’t do any religious 
meritorious deed worth the name, who cannot claim liberation and deliverance from 
the horrors of this world and the interminable sufferings that we are made to suffer in 
the course of our lives, who can't expect or hope to have peace and happiness, rely 
solely on the Lord's graceful, compassionate and merciful nature to have these 
benefits—to have peace and happiness, to have liberation and deliverance, to have 
succour from torments and freedom from sufferings, to be free from the fear of the 
evil consequences of our deeds and misdemeanours of which there are countless 
numbers, for otherwise we have no other chance or hope.] 


Oh the eliminator of troubles and tribulations (sāmsati-hara)! If you had not set a 
precedent by liberating Ajamil from the horrors of hell on the pretext that he had 
pronounced your holy Name ‘Narayan’ at least once—albeit he had done it to call his 
son of the same name, then the messengers (of Yam) would have searched out oxen 
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like us in this world to tie them to their ploughs (i.e. all the sinful creatures like us 
would have been enslaved by the messengers of death and subjected to interminable 
sufferings if we did not have the tool of your divine Name to protect us from this 
doomed existence in hell)’. (4). 

[Ajamil had called out to his son named “Narayan” to come and protect him 
when he became terrified upon seeing the horrifying forms of the messengers of 
Death who had come to drag him to hell as he had not done any meritorious deed in 
his life. Incidentally, the word “Narayan” also happened to be the name of Lord 
Vishnu. So, when he shouted “Narayan come here", the Lord's messengers thought 
that he was calling out to their Master, Lord Vishnu. They came instantly and freed 
the dying Ajamail from the clutches of the messengers of Yam, the God of Death. The 
messengers of Lord Narayan took Ajamail to the heaven. 

Tulsidas alludes to this tale from the ancient scriptures to stress that the Lord's 
holy Name is the only succour for the ordinary creatures in this world, for they can't 
expect to be delivered from the horrors of death and hell by solely relying upon their 
deeds while alive. The reason is that it is impossible for anyone to be absolutely 
perfect and completely without sins, shortcomings, weaknesses and flaws in this 
world, and so perfect peace and bliss would always elude the creature. He will always 
be on tenterhooks of uncertainty and affright of punishment for the sins and misdeeds 
done in life, knowlingly or inadvertently, if he does not take the shelter of Lord Ram 
and his holy Name—for this would be like an umbrella to protect him from the 
scorching sun of sins and evil deeds. Otherwise, the creature would be yoked to the 
symbolic plough of Yam and go round and round through the endless cycle of life and 
death, undergoing the punishment of the previous life in a new life, doing a set of 
deeds in this life to undergo their punishements in the next life. There would be no 
liberation and deliverance for the creature from the agonies of this hell-like situation.] 


And, if you had not worn the garb (or the symbolic apron) of the famous quality of 
being a purifier and liberator of the distressed, downtrodden, hapless and humble 
creatures, then rascals and miscreants like Tulsidas would not have expected any 
liberation even in there wildest of dreams for many Kalpas (eras)*. (5). 

[To wit, if Lord Ram hath not taken the vow of providing liberation and 
deliverance to those who are humble and lowly, who are not able to do expected 
meritorious deeds in their lives by virtue of the strength of which they can 
independently attain liberation and deliverance, then only a miniscule number of 
creatures would have been fortunate to have freedom from the horrors of the cycle of 
life and death and its sufferings, for the vast majority would have suffered 
interminably. It is the grace and benediction of the Lord that even the sinful and lowly 
can expect to have peace and happiness under the shadow of Lord Ram's umbrella 
symblising mercy, compassion, kindness, benevolence, benediction and grace.] (5). 


[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse. He points out that if one could get desired spiritual rewards 
relying solely on his own good efforts and due diligent following one or more paths 
sanctioned by the scriptures for obtaining such rewards, then what credit would Lord 
Ram get; what special powers he has; why is he so lauded and applauded by the 
scriptures and honoured as the Lord who provides liberation and deliverance even to 
those who have no scope of attaining freedom from the bondage of sins and 
sufferance from their horrifying consequences? 
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The uniqueness of Lord Ram is that once the creature takes his shelter and seeks 
his refuge—albeit this is done honestly to find redemption and with a firm 
determination that the sin and misdemeanour would not be henceforth repeated, that 
the sinner would mend his ways for good, and not done merely to escape punishment 
for the time being only to revert to dirty old ways once forgiven by the Lord—all his 
spiritual problems are taken care of; he finds freedom from worries as to what would 
happen to him due to the burden of sins on his head, is freed from all miseries and 
torments, is assured of liberation and deliverance, and can be sure to have peace and 
happiness for his soul. 


'Lord's enmity with Indra (Surapati Once, Lord Krishna's second wife 
Satyabhama saw the flower of the Kalp Tree (Parijat tree) with her senior Rukmani. 
She asked Krishna to bring it for her also, so he went to heaven, fought with Indra 
and uprooted the entire Kalp Tree with its roots and planted it in the garden of 
Satyabhama to please her. 


Kalpa Tree: The botanical name of the Kalpa Tree is Adansonis Digitta and is also 
called Parijat in Sanskrit meaning ‘descended from the sea’. The English name of it is 
*Coral Jasmine', in Latin language it is called Nyctanthes Arbor Tristis (nyctanthes 
means night flower while arbor tristis means sad tree), and in Hindi it is called 
*Harsingar'. Its flowers are said to be worn by the Gods. The orange colour of the 
flower is used for dying silk and cotton, a practice originating with Buddhist monks. 
According to legend, it was produced during the churning of the ocean. The king of 
Gods, Indra, took it and planted it in his city Amravati. According to another legend 
(Vishnu Puran), a princess called Parijat fell in love with the Sun-God and followed 
him throughout the day. As night approached, the sun became disenchanted towards 
her overtures. Disillusioned and despaired, she died, and a tree grew on the ashes of 
her funeral pyre. The flowers of this tree could not bear the sight of the sun, it blooms 
only during the night, and with the crack of dawn, it falls and dies. 


*Kururaja: The 5 Pandavas had kept a single woman (Draupadi) as their joint 
wives, played dice and staked Draupadi as a wager—all these were highly unethical, 
unrighteous, evil and ignoble deeds of the Pandavas. But seeing their loyalty and 
devotion towards himself, Lord Krishna overlooked their misdeeds, took their side 
and created animosity with the Kaurav king Duryodhan leading to the havoc causing 
Mahabharat war. 


*Bali (The monkey king): Similarly, though Sugriv was not fully above board, Sri 
Ram took his side and killed his elder brother to enable Sugriv to ascend the throne of 
Kishkindha.] 
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(7.6) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 98: 


The Macrocosmic vis-à-vis the Microcosmic form of the Lord 


(o8) 


wa ER Hea «mmus Wife 

Aa war fS wan ge, elt wear we Hug 
Ra ge GRR, ATR, Had KAPI S I 
wig srfafša gar orgata efe deal wed 4 BRT |12 || 
ST rur A Rra, araa um 4 um 
aaa Mea Ios tages GS ATA AAA | |3 || 
Ren, wA, Brgadufā, q«a-fdfad we cita | 
afer PB A sell ware < fae APT «Ra |141| 
wel A fed wed 4A—01MA— ART GS—NR | 
area aft aur, de wat «4 RIIS] 
sPRI-ÍSNRT, &uri—serg—du OR, wife Groat gf wary | 
Rag duet wg UR, wer cet KĀ rli 
APU, ord, PIC, Ta, vfà, UR Vs sarap | 
getan wy GAG gN dd oe Smp 


(98) 


aisi hari karata dasapara priti. 

nija prabhuta bisari janake basa, hota sada yaha riti. 1. 

jina bamdhe sura-asura, nāga-nara, prabala karamaki dori. 

so'i abichinna brahma jasumati hathi bamdhyo sakata na chori. 2. 
jaki mayabasa biranci siva, nacata para na payo. 

karatala tala bajaya gvala-jubatinha so'i naca nacayo. 3. 
bisvambhara, Sripati, tribhuvanapati, beda-bidita yaha līkha. 
balisorn kachu na cali prabhuta baru hvai dvija mamgi bhikha. 4. 
jako nama liye chütata bhava-janama-marana dukha-bhara. 
ambarisa-hita lagi krpanidhi, so'i janame dasa bara. 5. 
joga-biraga, dhyana-japa-tapa kari, jehi khojata muni gyani. 
banara-bhalu capala pasu pamara, natha taham rati mani. 6. 
lokapala, jama, kala, pavana, rabi, sasi saba āgyākārī. 
tulasidasa prabhu ugrasenake dvara benta kara dhārī. 7. 


Verse no. 98—Sri Hari (i.e. Lord Ram who was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu whose 
another name is ‘Hari’) is so kind, affectionate and lovable towards his devotees that 
he feels subjugated to them and would go to any length to keep his devotee happy and 
fulfil his wishes, forgetting his own exalted and renowned stature (as the Lord of all 
creation). This is in sooth and without any gainsay his natural habit and an eternal 
temperament. [That is, this nature of the Lord is not artificial or ad-hoc, it is not 
shown by him to please someone or to serve any vested interest, but it is a part of his 
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natural character, it is his famous quality for which he has been known since time 
immemorial.] (1). 


The supreme Lord of the world, known as the ‘Brahm’, who keeps a tight leash on the 
gods, the demons, the serpents and the humans, and drives them in accordance to their 
individual deeds'—the same Brahm, who is the eternal, uniform and supreme Lord of 
creation, was tied forcefully to the pestle by mother Yasodha (mother of Lord 
Krishna) so much so that he could not untie himself and become free from this 
artificial bondage (which obviously he allowed himself to suffer willingly, for had he 
not wanted so no power in creation would have tied him for he was the supreme Lord 
of this creation and nothing could be done against his will)’. (2). 

['Brahm is the Supreme Being and Lord of creation. He controls the entire 
world and its inhabitants, all the creatures, all the living beings of whatever 
denomination and stature, by the virtue of deeds done by them. No one can break free 
from this law: one reaps what one sows. And it is not an easy job and thing to do, for 
the gods and demons are super powerful creatures, and to control them and keep them 
under tight leash is no joke. 

Even among the humans there are powerful persons, such as great kings and 
emperors, great sages, hermits and ascetics whom even the gods and the demons are 
afraid to offend. 

The subterranean creatures represented by the serpents are cited here because 
they live a life that is not so open and almost hidden from view, for they spend the 
major part of their lives underground, in burrows, in thickets and caves and holes. 
Their lives are so secret and hidden from the world that one may think that they would 
easily escape punishment or reward for their activities. But this is not the case, for 
nothing is hidden from the supreme Lord who subjects them to the same laws of 
Karma (deeds) as he does other creatures of creation. 

Only an Authority superior and more powerful than all the creatures of this 
creation can do it. In other words, the “Lord” is the most powerful Being in this 
creation and its supreme Authority, its Soverign, and hence no one can subdue him. 

In this context, is is not self humiliating for such a mighty Lord and Authority 
to subject himself to be subdued by ordinary mortal creatures? But the Lord is so 
gracious that, first he willingly leaves his exalted abode in the heaven and abandons 
his exalted stature as the cosmic Lord of creation who is infinite and invisible, who is 
most sublime and subtle, to become like an ordinary creature who has a gross body 
and is subjected to all the laws governing such mortal beings in his various 
manifestations or incarnations. One such form was that of Lord Krishna to which 
Tulsidas alludes to in this verse. The reason why Krishna was tied by his worldly 
mother is narrated in brief below. 

"Krishna and Yashoda: Once, mother Yasoda tried to punish the naughty child 
Krishna—who had been creating mischief by eating curd and butter stored in the 
household—by tying him to a pestle, but the rope fell short. The mother used all the 
rope available in the house, but still could not tie him. Finally, the Lord decided to 
please the mother by allowing himself to get tied by maneuvering things in such a 
way that she got him tied to the pestle with the same rope with which she had failed 
earlier. 

The idea is that the supreme Lord of this creation would go to any length, even 
allowing himself to be tied by worldly fetters though ironically he is the one who 
breaks them for the rest of the creatures, if he finds that his small action of 
surrendering to the wish of his devotee would please him or her. In this case, mother 
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Yasodha wished to tie Lord Krishna to the pestle in order to subdue him and prevent 
him from eating butter and curd at even odd hours of the day and night, and breaking 
the earthen pots which contained them, which the Lord was accustomed to doing as 
part of his worldly sporting activity, he decided to get tied to the pestle just to oblige 
his mother because she was getting frustrated at not being able to tie him initially. 
Had the Lord wanted, no matter what Yasodha did she would not have been able to tie 
him to anything by anything. 

There is a remarkable message here: and it is that the Lord showed by his own 
example here that he himself feels obliged to obey the laws of creation that have been 
set by him for all other creatures, that they will have to endure the result of their own 
deeds. In this case, he was punished by his worldly mother for the mischief he was 
making as a child, and she wished to tie him to a heavy pestle so that his movement is 
restricted and he is unable to do more mischief. At first the Lord showed that if he 
does not want no one can tie him, but then he immediately changed his stance and got 
tied willingly to prove that he has no regrets in subjecting himself to the same rules 
that he enforces upon the rest of the creatures.] 


He, under the influence of whose delusory powers known as ‘Maya’, even Brahma 
(the creator) and Shiva (the concluder of creation) have danced since time 
immemorial to the tunes set by him (i.e. they have always obeyed his commands and 
did his bidding, though they are mighty Gods in their own right), but still they could 
not find the other end of it (1.e. could not measure the powers of the Lord nor his 
Maya)—the same Lord was himself made to dance in the courtyard of their homes by 
the Gopis of Vrindavan who cheered and jested merrily and clapped their hands as the 
Lord danced to please them’. (3). 

[This alludes to the playful activities of Lord Krishna while he was still a 
child at Vrindavan. The *Gopis' were the cowherd women folk who loved Krishna so 
much that they enjoyed his company. They would prevail upon him to dance while 
they clapped and sang. As the Lord obliged them, all of them cheered and laughed 
merrily. Tulsidas cites this instance from the life of Lord Krishna to stress that the 
Lord who had made even the most senior gods of creation such as Brahma and Shiva 
dance to his tunes and do his bidding, was so obliged by the love and affection 
showed to him by the ordinary Gopis of Vrindavan that he danced in all odd ways just 
to please them and make them cheerful.] 


It is well established in the world and affirmed by even the Vedas (ancient scriptures) 
that the Lord God (i.e. the Supreme Being known as 'Brahm") is the sustainer and 
care-taker of the whole universe (or creation), is the Lord of Laxmi (the goddess of 
wealth and prosperity), and is the undisputed Lord of the three worlds (celestial, 
terrestrial and subterranean)—even that Lord (who is so exalted, so vast in his 
authority, form and powers, and supreme) had to become an alms-seeker Brahmin 
called *Vaaman' (the dwarf mendicant) in order to beg before the great and generous 
donor king ‘Bali’ because all the Lord's fame, potent, powers and glories became 
ineffective and lustreless (i.e. were no match for) in front of the latter (Bali)". (4). 
[Lord Vishnu, the ‘Supreme Being’, had to assume a humble form of a 
Brahmin mendicant to beg for alms before king Bali, who was the Soverign ruler of 
the whole earth at that time. By this humble act, the Lord showed that he had the 
greatest respect for Bali who was true to his words, was renowned as a liberal donor 
who will never turn away anyone seeking anything from him, was extremely morally 
upright and a diligent follower of righteousness. The Lord showed that he might have 
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had to subdue Bali's quest to conquer the entire world by forcing him to donate it to 
him in his form as an alms seeking Brahmin, but it was done to maintain law and 
order in his creation, for otherwise someone else would also try the same thing even if 
he was not so upright and righteous as Bali. The Lord had to enforce discipline and 
ensure that no living being, in this case Bali, no matter how good and meritorious he 
may be, ever break the law of creation by trying to become immortal, almighty and 
Lord of the world. If he allowed this for Bali, he would set a bad precedent for the 
future, so he had to intervene and stop Bali's quest. 

But the Lord did this with the greatest of humility and respect for Bali, 
upholding Bali's desire to rule the world, because only a ‘ruler or soverign' can grant 
the largesse of land to others as Bali did in favour of Lord Vishnu who was disguised 
as a mendicant Brahmin. 

Another important point to note is that Lord Vishnu, whose original form is so 
vast that it emcompasses the entire creation and encloses it from its outer periphery, 
giving the Lord the epithet of a ‘Viraat Purush', the “Being with a vast and infinite 
cosmic form’, chose to become a ‘dwarf mendicant named ‘Vaaman’. This was a 
significant gesture for Lord Vishnu—for he wished to tell the world that when it 
comes to his devotees, he is smaller and humbler than them! 

The story of Vaaman and Bali is as follows: Lord Vaaman is the fifth 
incarnation of Vishnu. The word *Vaaman' means a dwarf. When Bali, the grandson 
of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world 
and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken 
the dwarfish form of a Brahmin mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he 
was requested by Aditi, the mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was 
famous for his charities, as a ‘Vaaman’ or a dwarf, and begged him for ground 
sufficient enough to be covered by his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali 
agreed, Vaaman measured the entire earth with one step, the heaven with the second 
step, and for the third step he measured Bali's own head symbolizing the crown of the 
kingdom of Bali. He put his third step on Bali's head and pushed the latter to the 
nether world. Hence, Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who conquered the three 
worlds in three steps. But the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice 
done to a magnanimous Bali who had been righteous and firm in his vow of making 
charity, and never rescinded on his commitments. So, the Lord made him the king of 
the nether world, and himself took up the job of protecting him there as his 
gatekeeper. This incarnation of Lord Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh 
form which was the fourth. The idea behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the 
most humble looking man, represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can 
indeed have the stupendous power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and 
kings lack.] 


He, the mere remembrance of whose holy Name liberates a soul from the burden of 
sorrows and miseries that is a part of the cycle of birth and death—the same Lord had 
to manifest himself ten times (as an incarnation) for the sake of his devotee 
Ambarisa”. (5). 

["King Ambarisa: King Ambrish was a great devotee of the Lord and faithfully 
kept fast on Ikadashi days (the 11th day of the first fortnight of the moon). The 
scriptures prescribe that the fast of the Ikadashi should be broken the next day on 
Dwadashi but before the third or Trayodashi by offering food to a Brahmin who 
comes first on the day of Dwadashi. Incidentally, sage Durbasha, known for his hot 
temper and wrathful nature, came, and was invited by the king to accept meals. The 
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sage accepted but went out to do his rituals from which he did not return on time. 
Meanwhile, the auspicious time was soon due to expire, so in his predicament, 
Ambarish was advised by Brahmin advisors to put a leaf of Tulsi (basil plant) in his 
mouth to break the fast. When Durbasha returned, he became so enraged that he 
cursed Ambarish to take birth ten times. Not contented, he produced a demoness 
called ‘Kritya’ and orderd her to eat the king. It was too much for the Lord to bear— 
so he ordered his ‘Chakra’ (discus) which cut the demoness' head and rushed at 
Durbasha. He ran in panic from place to place in the 3 Lokas, but no one gave him 
shelter. At last, he sought forgiveness from Vishnu who ordered him to go and ask for 
forgiveness from Ambarish. Durbasha came and fell at the king's feet. Then Vishnu 
said that he accepts the curse himself (in place of Ambarish) and shall take birth as a 
human on this earth (as an incarnation) ten times, while at the same time he relieved 
his devotee Ambarish of the curse.] 


He, who is being constantly searched and sought by learned and wise hermits, sages, 
ascetics (muni gyānī) by undertaking all possible means that have been prescribed for 
attaining success in this endeavour, such as doing meditation, practicing renunciation, 
concentration, chanting of Mantras, and doing penances and various other austerities 
(joga-biraga, dhyana-japa-tapa kari)—verily, the same Lord had made friends 
with lowly creatures such as monkeys, bears and other humble and fickle creatures 
who had the physical form of animals (which form is not something to be proud of in 
the heriarchy of creation). (6). 

[ČTulsidas alludes to the Lord's manifestation as Lord Ram when he had 
befriended monkeys and bears of Kishkindha, and even the vulture Jatau, or in other 
words, made himself easily accessible to these creartures, though the Lord is so great 
and inaccessible that even the most exalted amongst the learned sages and hermits fail 
to attain him inspite of their best of efforts and adopting the best of means for 
fulfilment of their wishes. 

The Lord of the world had no second thoughts in keeping company with such 
lowly creatures as monkeys, bears and vulture. He showed that he has no trace of ego 
and pride in him, and neither is he pretentious and haughty as to assume an aura of 
greatness in front of humble creature who don't even know what is meant by being 
almighty and supreme, for these ordinary creatures, the monkeys and bears, simply 
knew that *Ram" was their Lord and Friend, and this was sufficient for them to have 
full faith and devotion for Lord Ram, something that the Lord gave precedence to as 
compared to wisdom and knowledge. 

Why is this so? Because the Lord has declared that he is like a loving mother 
or father who is more concerned about the welfare and good of their innocent child, a 
child who may have some physical and mental shortcomings or deformities that he 
can't lead a normal life and is fully dependent upon them, then an intelligent and 
robust off spring who would be able to stand on his own two feet and fend for 
himself. These humble and lowly creatures such as the monkeys and bears and 
vultures did not know how to attain liberation and deliverance by practicing 
meditation, austerities and renunciation, or repeating the holy Names of the Lord and 
other spiritual means to have their spiritual well-being. So the Lord obliged them by 
showing his grace upon them. As for the learned sages and hermits and ascetics, they 
would also attain their spiritual welfare, but they do not need the help of the Lord to 
support them.] 
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He, to whom the Lokpals (guardians of the world), Yam (God of death), Kaal (Death 
himself, even the factor of Time that rules over the entire creation), Vayu (the Wind 
God; the essential forces of Nature that inject life and movement in creation), the Sun 
and the Moon (the two dominant entities in the heaven around which the life cycle of 
every living being rotates) are all obedient and subordinate—that same Lord stands as 
a guard himself with a stick in hand at the gates of Ugrasen’ out of affection and 
respect for the latter. (7). 

[ Ugrasen: The father of Kansha, the maternal uncle of Lord Krishna, was 
Ugrasen. Kansha had thrown his father into prison and usurped the throne. Lord 
Krishna had slayed Kansha, reinstated Ugrasen to the throne, and became his door- 
keeper or guard.] 


[Note—Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 


devotees, in this verse. Further, this verse shows that the supreme Lord can be 
subservient to his most ordinary devotees. | 


KKK K K K K 


(7.7) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 99: 


Glory of Rāma's Holy Name 


(o9) 


fare miaa WaT | 

Tadd de, ipe, Wie WAS MAPIN 
ga, veers, frites, efüufd, ore, udi, visa, YA | 
eile Yo, Weile prf, Ssh GS WA GMT | |2 || 
II, let, fapxra, anfaefa, ged etre ara P | 
IRAE pa fear sro, Tor Weal eps GAT | 13 | | 
Sell, Hei, SA ws eb 3h, gendi a OM Sm! | 
IH NICHTS Wet GET, TT IeRT ITO | |4 | | 


(99) 


birada garibanivaja ramako. 

gavata beda-purana, sambhu-suka, pragata prabha'u namako. 1. 

dhruva, prahalada, vibhisana, kapipati, jara, patanga, pandava, sudamako. 
loka sujasa, paraloka sugati, inhnamern ko hai rama kamako. 2. 

ganika, kola, kirata, adikabi, inhate adhika bama ko. 

bajimegha kaba kiyo ajamila, gaja gayo kaba samako. 3. 

chali, malina, hina saba hi amiga, tulasi so china chamako. 
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nama-naresa-pratapa prabala jaga, juga-juga calata camako. 4. 


Verse no. 99—The professed vocation, temperament, habit and natural inclination of 
Lord Sri Ram for which he is so famed in this world (birada ramako) is to 
sufficiently please, satisfy and help those who are poor, humble, helpless, hapless and 
downtrodden, those who don't expect solace and succour anywhere else and from 
anyone else (garibanivaja). 

The Vedas, the Purans, Lord Shiva and sage Shukdeo (the parrot-sage) etc.— 
all have asserted this fact and sing this glory of the Lord. The positive effect, the 
mystical powers, the potent and influence of the Lord's holy Name “RAM” is evident 
from a wide range of instances cited below. (1). 


Dhruv', Prahalad’, Vibhishan’, Sugriv', inanimate stone (Ahilya)*, bird (vulture 
Jatau”, crow Kagbhusund’), the five Pandavas'and Sudama’—all of them were 
bestowed with a good fame and renown in this world while they were alive, and were 
given salvation in the other world (after death). Who among them was of any use to 
the Lord? [But still the Lord showed his grace upon them as they had taken the shelter 
of his holy Name and sought his protection. ] (2). 


Who was a worse sinner than Ganika (the whore named Jiwanti)', the Kol-Kirats'! 
(tribals such as Guha-Nishad)*, and the great poet Valmiki’? (because he was a cruel 
bandit and hunter once before being transformed into a great sage)? 

When did Ajamil’? perform the ‘Ashwamegh Yagya’ (the horse sacrifice) and 
when did Gaja", the elephant, sing Sam-Veda for which they got such excellent 
rewards which are usually reserved for highly acclaimed and learned persons who 
undertake these exercises? (3). 


[Now, in this stanza Tulsidas talks about himself and says—] ‘Who is more deceitful, 
crooked, darkened or lowly (sinful), meek, devoid of all resources, lean and thin and 
worn out (emaciated; lacking proper nourishment due to lack of resources and luck) 
than Tulsidas (chalī, malīna, hina saba hi amga, tulasī so china chamako)? 

But, in the kingdom of a King represented by Lord Sri Ram's holy Name, and only 
due to his authority, powers and potentials, even worthless coins made of hide 
(leather—instead of some precious metal such as silver and gold, even copper or 
bronze that is normally the way coins of great kings are made of) assume great value 
and becomes a currency much sought after#. (4). 

[#Tulsidas means that even the wretched sinners and lowly creatures who have no 
worth themselves have been attaining respect and salvation by the good influence of 
Sri Ram's holy Name for a long time in his kingdom. So if this is the case, then he 
says that he is also sure and hopes that he too would get to attain salvation and due 
respect in the kingdom of Lord Ram by relying on the strength of the Lord’s holy 
Name and its potential powers as briefed above. 

The picture that Tulsidas presents of himself in this stanza is simply to emphasise 
that he is extremely poor and ordinary, and that in the usual course of life he cannot 
expect any good for himself. But as things turned out for him, he had become one of 
the most respected poet and devotee of the Lord the annals of history has recorded. 
So, Tulsidas assigns the credit for this achievement entirely to Lord Ram and his holy 
Name. | 
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[The story of Dhruv—King Uttanpad had two queens, Suruchi and Suniti, but the 
king favoured Suruchi more. Once, Suniti's son Dhruv sat on the lap of his father 
while Suruchi's son was also sitting on his other lap. Suruchi could not tolerate this 
due to jealousy and malice, and admonished Dhruv and pulled the child down from 
his father's lap. The child was so emotionally hurt that he went crying to his mother 
Suruchi. Then the latter consoled her son, telling him that his real father was the Lord 
God, that he should strive to attain him and sit on his laps, and for that he has to have 
devotion and do severe austerities and penances. Moved, Dhruv did what was told and 
had a personal divine viewing (Darshan) of the Lord, and as a boon received a stable 
position in the heavens represented by the so-called North Star, also called *Dhruv- 
Tara' in local folklore. 


"The story of Prahalad—He was an ardent devotee of Lord Vishnu. He was the eldest 
son of the king of demons, named Hiranyakashipu. His mother was Kayaadhu, the 
daughter of the demon king named Jambhaasur. Both the mother and the son were 
initiated by sage Narad who had inspired them to become devotees of Lord Vishnu. 

The story of Prahalad is narrated in detail in (1) Vishnu Puran, 1/17-20, and (ii) 
Bhagvata Puran, 7/3-10. 

The father, being a demon, was an inveterate opponent of Lord Vishnu, and so 
naturally he couldn't tolerate his own son worshipping his enemy Lord Vishnu. He 
tried his best to dissuade Prahalad from being devoted to the Lord, but the son had 
immense faith in the Lord and would not be deterred by his father's threats and 
scolding. Hiranyakashipu tried even cruel means to change Prahalad, including an 
attempt to burn in a raging fire, but the child devotee escaped unscathed. So, finally 
the demon father decided to kill him personally. Prahalad was tied to a pillar and 
asked ‘Where is your Lord Vishnu? Is he in this pillar also?’ The child replied in the 
affirmative. Then his father swung the sword to kill him, and it was at this instant that 
Lord Vishnu revealed himself as the famous incarnation known as *Nrisingh'—the 
upper half of his body was like a lion and the lower half was like a man. An 
Upanishad titled *Nrisingh Tapini Upanishad' of the Atharva Veda is dedicated to this 
Lord. 

Lord Nrisingh snatched the sword and laid the demon father across his laps. 
He then tore through his abdomen, and yanked out his intestines, thereby killing the 
demon. He then picked up the child Prahalad on to his laps and lovingly licked and 
caressed him like a lion does to its cub. But Prahalad prayed to the Lord to provide 
deliverance to the soul of his father, at which the Lord liberated the demon from all 
his sins. 

Prahalad is credited with enumerating the nine-fold path of Bhakti, the path of 

devotion for the Lord, in the epic Bhaagvata, 7/5/23. 
Lord Dattatreya, one of the manifestations of Lord Vishnu, had preached Prahalad 
about the eclectic state of Avadhut Sanyasi in the form of a huge python, known as 
Ajgara. Prahalad had spiritual discussions also with other sages such as Hansa (the 
divine Swan, an incarnation of Vishnu), and with Indra (the king of Gods). 

Prahalad had four brothers, three sons and a daughter. The king of demons 
known as Bali, who was famous for his charities and donations, was a grandson of 
Prahalad. The incarnations of Vishnu as Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant, is related to 
this legendary king. 


?The story of Vibhishan—Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana and a devout 
devotee of the Lord in the form of Sri Ram. He was like an oasis of devotion, faith 
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and love in the desert of demons and their reckless misdemeanours and cruelties. He 
had advised Ravana that Sri Ram was no ordinary prince and that Sita should be 
returned to Ram if Ravana wished to save Lanka and himself. At this he was kicked 
by his brother; in consternation and indignation, Vibhishan shought the shelter/refuge 
of Sri Ram and was most welcomed in Ram's camp. In the final battle with Ravana, it 
was he who had told the secret of Ravana's life and invincibility—the elixir of life 
cocooned in his navel. Sri Ram killed Ravana by shooting an arrorw, among others, at 
his navel and absorbing or drying up the nectar. But, Vibhishan got the eternal 
ignominy of being symbolic of betrayal and fratricide. The story of Vibhishan and his 
surrender to Lord Ram, and his subsequent anointment by the Lord as the next king of 
Lanka has been described in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 
2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50.] 


^The story of Sugriv—He was the younger brother of Baali, the king of the monkey 
kingdom of Kishkindha. Once it so happened that a demon named Mayavi came to 
challenge Baali in the middle of the night. Baali went to pursue the challenger who 
ran away and entered a cave. Baali followed the demon in, but asked his younger 
brother Sugriv to guard the mouth of the cave. When one month elapsed and Baali did 
not come out, but instead Sugriv saw a stream of blood flowing out of the cave, he 
was sore affright, thinking that the demon had killed his elder brother and would now 
come to kill him. So Sugriv put a huge boulder on the mouth of the cave to close it as 
best he could and fled. When the ministers found that the throne had fallen vacant, 
they anointed Sugriv as the king of Kishkindha, though he did not wish to become a 
king but had to accept the offer most reluctantly so that there was no chaos and rivalry 
for the throne. 

Baali in the meantime killed the demon, and it was the demon's blood that had 
streamed out of the cave that was mistaken by Sugriv to be of his brother's. When 
Baali returned to Kishkindha and saw Sugriv as the king, he however lost all cool, and 
a grave misunderstanding took root in his heart, for he thought that the heavy boulder 
put on the mouth of the cave was put there purposely by Sugriv so he could grab the 
throne. Baali was so peeved and angry that he beat Sugriv black and blue and expelled 
him from the kingdom for all times. This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos.1-11 that precedes Doha no. 6. 


?The story of Ahilya—Sage Gautam's wife Ahilya was very beautiful. Once Indra 
cheated her by posing as her husband while he was away. Incensed at this adulterous 
behaviour, sage Gautam cursed Indra to have thousands of holes in his body and 
Ahilya to became a stone. She was liberated from this cursed state when Sri Ram 
touched her with his foot en-route to Janakpur with sage Vishwamitra. This episode is 
narrated by Tulsidas in (1) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 11 
that precedes Doha no. 210—to Doha no. 211; and (ii) Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse 
nos. 57—59. 


The story of Jatau— Jatau was a vulture by birth but a great devotee of Lord Ram. 
When Ravana was rushing towards Lanka on his chariot with Sita as captive, it was 
Jatau who had fought fiercely with him in an attempt to rescue Sita from the demon's 
clutches. But ultimately Ravana had cut off his wings, and so the unfortunate Jatau 
fell down on the ground, mortally wounded. He kept repeating the holy Name of Lord 
Ram and managed to hold on to his life till the time the Lord came there in his search 
of Sita. Jatau told the Lord about Ravana stealing Sita and proceeding towards Lanka 
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in the south direction. Then Jatau left his mortal coil while Lord Ram held him in his 
arms, caressing him and wiping his wounds with his own hands and using the plaits of 
his long hairs. When Jatau died, the Lord did his last rites himself—a privilege that no 
one else except one other character, i.e. Sabari, had got in the whole story of the 
Ramayana. Even Dasrath, who was the worldly father of the Lord, was denied this 
honour when he died at Ayodhya after the Lord was sent to exile in the forest because 
at that time only Bharat and Shatrughan were present in the city, and so his last rites 
were performed by Bharat. This episode is narrated in all the versions of the 
Ramayana, e.g. in the Ram Charit Manas of Tulsidas, in its Aranya Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 29 right upto Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 33. 

It ought to be noted here that prior to this, Lord Ram has met Jatau earlier in 
the forest and befriended him. Jatau was a friend of Dasrath, and he had assured the 
Lord that he will stay in close proximity with them (Ram, Sita and Laxman) in the 
forest to keep a vigilant eye and give them protection to the best of his might—this is 
narrated in the Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, Aranya Kand, Canto 4, verse 
nos. 1-7. This fact is also endorsed by Tulsidas in Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 
12, stanza no. 2. 

The glorious way that Jatau died has been lauded and applauded by Tulsidas 
in Dohawali verse nos. 222-227. Refer also to Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 
12-16. 

“Lord Ram lifted Jatau onto his lap and washed his wounds with the tears 

streaming from his (Ram's) eyes"—this is said in Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 
13, stanza no. 1, while Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 30 says that “the 
Lord moved his loving hand carrassingly on his head". 
Jatau's special death which made him a subject of jealousy and envy for all other 
exalted persons as narrated in the Doha above has one unique aspect—inspite of him 
being a vulture by birth and body, he was given an honour befitting a father by none 
else than the Supreme Being (Lord Ram) himself when the Lord performed his last 
rites himself—Trefer: (1) Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 16, stanza no. 4; verse no. 
14, stanza no. 1; (ii) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 32; (iii) Kavitawali, 
Uttar Kand, verse no. 16, line no. 3; (iv) Doha no. 227 of Dohawali; (v) Vinai Patrika, 
verse no. 164, stanza no. 2; verse no. 138, stanza no. 3, line no. 1. 


"The story of the five Pandava brothers is central to the story of the epic war of 
Mahabharat. They were numerically miniscule and had no might that comes with 
being a king of a great kingdom, for all numbers and powers were in favour of their 
cousins, the Kaurav brothers, who were not only a hundred in number but had the 
backing of the mighty kingdom of which Hasitinapur was the capital. The Pandavas 
had been exiled and had been hounded by the Kauravas, and they roamed around for 
the fear of their lives. Lord Krishna took pity on them, and he took up their cause 
personally. This resulted in the savage and calamitous war of Mahabharat where the 
mighty army of the Kauravas was defeated and all of them killed, while all the five 
Pandavas survived the war and their honour was restored with this victory. The credit 
went solely to Lord Krishna. 


*The story of Sudama: He was a classmate of Krishna during their adolescent days, 
but fell on bad days and became extremely impoverished. At the behest of his wife, he 
once went to pay a visit to Krishna who, by this time, had become the great king of 
Dwarka. But Sudama was so wretchedly poor that he had nothing but four fistfulls of 
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puffed rice flakes to take as a visiting gift for Krishna. Sri Krishna was so moved at 
this gesture and at Sudama's abject poverty that he not only accepted those four 
humble fistfulls of dry coarse puffed rice flakes but also rewarded him with immense 
wealth and prosperity which even put Kuber, the God of wealth, to shame. 

What Tulsidas means is: Krishna had nothing to gain by showing honour to 
Sudama who was utterly poor and humble, a person with no means and wherewithal. 
But he loved his friend ‘Krishna’, and so the Lord honoured him for this affection. 


The story of Ganika—There was a prostitute by the name of Pingla. One day she 
had decorated herself with flowers and ornaments and waited eagerly for her lover. 
When he did not turn up even till midnight, she was very contrite and it dawned upon 
her that if she had spent so much of her time in devotion and remembrance of the 
Lord, she would have found deliverance. Right onwards, she turned away from her 
profession and became an ardent devotee of the Lord. This led to her emancipation 
and salvation. 


The ‘Kol and Kirats’ were the humble and illiterate tribals whom Lord Ram met and 
obliged during his way to the forest. He conversed with them, sat surrounded by them 
to give them his company, partook of food they offered, and did everything practical 
to please them and make them feel happy. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
(1) Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 88; (ii) from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 135—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 137; and (iii) 
from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 250—to Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 251. 


The story of Valmiki— Sage Valmiki is well known for his classical work known as 
the famous epic ‘Ramayana’, which is his magnum opus. He is also credited with 
penning Advhut Ramayan in which Sita had assumed the form of Maha Kali to kill 
the Ravana with a thousand heads. 

Valmiki is said to be the son of sage Pracheta who is said to be the son of 
Varun, the Water God. He is also said to be one of the Prajaapatis—the ancient 
patriarchs of this world. 

According to Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 57-58 
he was a Brahmin by birth but became a robber and adopted their means of livelihood 
because he was brought up by robbers. Once the seven celestial sages known as the 
Sapta-Rishis went through the forest where he lived, and Valmiki accosted them. 
When asked by the sages why he robbed others, Valmiki replied that he did it to feed 
his family and other dependants. The sages advised him that they would not share the 
consequences of sins that he is committing for them. To test the correctness of this 
advice, Valmiki tied them to a tree and went to his house to ask his kith and kin if 
they would share any misfortune that might befall upon him. When they replied that 
they are only concerned with what loot he brings home, Valmiki’s eyes of wisdom 
opened instantaneously. He rushed back to the sages, untied them and fell at their feet 
seeking forgiveness. He asked them to show him the path by which he can seek 
redemption and salvation for himself. The sages then advised him to do Japa 
(repetition) with Lord Ram’s holy Name ‘RAM’. Valmiki said that he was so sinful 
that it is not possible for him to utter the Lord’s holy Name. At this, the sages thought 
over the matter and told him to repeat the name in the reverse order—as ‘MARA’. 
When this word MARA is repeated it becomes RAM. This trick worked fine for 
Valmiki, and he immediately sat down to do Tapa (severe form of penance) and 
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meditated on the name of the Lord in the reverse order. He became so immobile and 
lost in contemplation that a mound of anthill formed around his body. It so happened 
that when the sages returned to the same place during their return journey, they saw 
him in this condition. They poured consecrated water on him and revived him. It was 
then that they gave him a new name ‘Valmiki’, which means ‘one who has emerged 
from an anthill’. This story is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, 6/57- 
58. 

He established a hermitage on the banks of river Tamsa and lived there. Lord 
Ram went to meet him during his outward journey to the forest, and it was in the 
sage's hermitage that Sita lived and her two sons Lav and Kush were born when she 
was sent to exile by Ram during the final days of the Lord's days on earth as a prelude 
to his winding up his worldly *Leela' or deeds and ascending to the heaven as Lord 
Vishnu. 

One day Valmiki saw a hunter shoot down a male bird and heard the wailings 
of his companion, the female bird. He cursed the hunter in a verse that came out of his 
mouth in a poetic style called the Anushtup Chand (metre). Never before had Valmiki 
ever composed any verse, so he was astonished at this development. Then Brahma the 
creator appeared before him and ordered him to compose the epic Ramayan for which 
the basic story was provided to him by sage Narad. 

The genesis of the story of Ramayan is this—Once the celestial sage Narad 
came to his hermitage (called an Ashram) on the behest of Brahma. Valmiki asked 
him if there was anyone living in this creation who embodied all the 16 Kalaas 
(qualities) that the Supreme Being is known to possess. Then Narad told him about 
Lord Ram. This is how the grand and magnificent story of the Ramayan was revealed. 


The story of Ajamil— Dwij Bandhu is another name of Ajamil because he was a 
Brahmin by birth. But unfortunately he became enamoured with a prostitute and 
married her. Bad company made him turn into a hunter. One day a group of saged 
passed by the village. When they asked the villagers if there was a Brahmin's house 
where they could spend the night, the villagers told them of Ajaamil. So these sages 
decided to spend the night there. When Ajaamil returned from his hunting trip with a 
catch of a bird and saw the sages, he felt very ashamed. He confided with them that he 
is a fallen man and that they should not eat in his house. The saints had a merciful 
heart and they thought amongst themselves that it is their moral obligation to show 
this man some way by which he can find liberation and deliverance. 

They cooked their own meals with whatever they had. The next day, they 
summoned Ajaamil and told him, ‘Look, your wife is pregnant. She will soon deliver 
a son. Give that son the name ‘Narayan’ (one of the many names of Lord Vishnu). 
This would lead to your emancipation.’ And then the group of sages went on their 
journey. 

When the son was born, Ajaamil named him as advised by them—he called 
the son ‘Narayan’. He was very fond of the son, and called out his name ‘Narayan, 
Narayan' umpteen numbers of times during the course of the day. He was unwittingly 
taking the name of Lord Vishnu. This continued till the time came for his death. 

When he was tormented by the messengers of Yam, the God of hell and death, 
he became terrified and called out in fear—‘Narayan, Narayan. Save me’. Though he 
was calling his son, but the Lord heard his name being called out by someone in 
distress. So he sent his own messengers to protect the caller. The messengers of Lord 
chased away the messengers of Yam and took Ajaamil to heaven. When Yam 
complained to Vishnu, the Lord told him that if anyone calls out his name at the time 
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of death he is duty-bound to liberate and protect him. This story tells us the power of 
the name of the Lord. 
This story is narrated in Srimad Bhagwat, 6/1-2. 


"The story of Gaja— In the ancient country of Dravid (the present day South India), 
there was a kingdom called Pandyaraaj whose king was named Indradumna. He was a 
great devotee of Lord Vishnu and used to offer regular worship to the Lord with great 
diligence. Once, sage Agastya passed that way with his retinue of disciples. The king 
was so engrossed in the worship of the Lord that he did not notice the sage and neither 
did he get up to welcome him or pay his obeisance to him. This annoyed the sage and 
he cursed—‘You are like a haughty and wild elephant who pays no heed to those 
standing in the front. Therefore, you deserve to become an elephant—so you would 
take a birth as an elephant.’ When the king died he became an elephant in a pleasant 
island in the middle of the Kshirsagar, the celestial ocean of milk. 

He had a majestic body and was very strong in his herd. Once he was playing with his 
she-elephants and companions in a large and beautiful pond. In this pond lived an 
alligator/crocodile who was actually a Gandharva (a semi-god) named Huhu in his 
previous life and had become an alligator due to a curse of sage Deval. The alligator 
/crocodile caught hold of the leg of the elephant and started pulling him inside the 
deep lake. The Gaja himself and all his companions tried their best but failed to free 
him from the mouth of the alligator. A long tussle followed and the elephant became 
completely exhausted. When the situation became so bad that the Gaja, the elephant, 
was about to sink fully inside the water, he broke a lotus flower and offered it to Lord 
Vishnu as his last worship and offering before dying. The merciful Lord rushed 
instantly astride his mount, called the Garud, to save him. Reaching the spot within a 
moment, the Lord pulled the Gaja out of the water with one hand, and with the other 
he opened the mouth of the alligator to yank the leg of the elephant free from its 
clutches. Then the Lord cut off the alligator's head with his circular weapon known as 
the Chakra. 

Both the  alligator/crocodile and the elephant found  liberation—the 
alligator/crocodile reverted to his earlier form of a Gandharva, and Gaja the elephant 
assumed a divine form similar to that of the Lord and went to his abode in the 
heaven.] 


[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse.] 


OK 2K K ok ok K K 


592 


(7.8) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 101: 


Lord Rama is the only Benevolent Lord 


(101) 


MS Hel AS AA Ter | 

cer aa uaa wa, afe afa um ARINI 
art eq wws a-f, ufo se omm umi 

GI, WT, err, TH, feu GS, WaT HAT BR R | |2 || 
4d, aqui, of, aM, Wer wg, Aga fear | 
fre ga «gen yy, ver guli SNIN 


(101) 


ja'um kahami taji carana tumhare. 

kako nama patita-pavana jaga, kehi ati dina piyare. 1. 

kaune deva bara'i birada-hita, hathi hathi adhama udhare. 

khaga, mrga, byadha, pasana, bitapa jara, javana kavana sura tare. 2. 
deva, danuja, muni, naga, manuja saba, maya-bibasa bicare. 

tinake hatha dasatulasi prabhu, kaha apanapau hare. 3. 


Verse no. 101—Oh Lord! Where else should I go except at your holy feet? [Where 
will I find refuge and shelter other than at your holy feet; where will I go if I leave 
you?] 

Who else is called ‘patita-pavana’ (the purifier of sinners, of those who are 
evil, vile, unrighteous and unscrupulous) in this world (except you)? 

Who else dearly loves the wretched, the poor, the distressed, the humble, the 
hapless and the helpless creatures more than you? (1). 


Till this date, which other God had purposefully and diligently searched out such 
creatures and provided salvation to the downtrodden, the miscreants, the rascals, the 
lowly and the sinners et al (hathi hathi adhama udharé) just to uphold his fame, his 
promise, his vow, his reputation and his character of being a ‘salvation-provider’ to 
all and sundry (kaune deva bara'i birada-hita)? 

Say, which God has given salvation and emancipation to a bird (Jatau), 
animals (monkeys, bears, deer etc.), a cruel hunter-cum-bandit (Valmiki), a stone 
(Ahilya), inanimate trees (Yamalarjun) and barbarians (the demons or other savage- 
minded creatures) (khaga, mrga, byadha, pasana, bitapa jara, javana kavana 
sura tare)? (2). 


The Gods, demons, sages/hermits/ascetics, serpents (reptile-like creatures), humans 
etc.—all of them are ensnared by and under the control of ‘Maya’ (delusions, 
infatuations, ignorance, attachments) (deva, danuja, muni, naga, manuja saba, 
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maya-bibasa bicaré). [How can one, who is himself in fetters, liberate others? 
Thererore, I can’t expect any thing or any help from these poor fellows—"bicārē”.] 

Hence, oh Lord, what will this Tulsidas gain by subjugating himself to them or 
seeking favours from them (instead of you) (tinaké hatha dasatulasi prabhu, kaha 
apanapau hārē)?' (3). 

[Everyone in this creation is subjected to some sort of fetters. Even the great 
Gods and exalted sages and hermits are not exempt from it. Tulsidas says what can he 
expect from them who are themselves slaves and bound in fetters of Maya. 

Besides this, no one would want himself to be surrounded by sinners and 
lowly fellows; they would try to avoid such people if possible, and shoo them away if 
they happen to come near forcefully. But Lord Ram has a different attitude: he 
welcomes the lowly and the sinful, frees them of all their negative traits, makes them 
feel comfortable and transformed, and removes their worries and miseries. Say, what 
more would anyone want? 

Tulsidas' advice to all is simple: It is wise and sensible to take shelter with 
Lord Ram, and not to go begging before so many gods and holy men. No one will 
help you except the Lord.] 


[Note—This verse is extremely popular.] 


OK 2K 2K ok EE! 


(7.9) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 105: 


Lord Rama’s Holy Name is like the Gem called Cintamani 


(105) 


adel Tart, em a tei | 

wa-au -eA Re, ort R a eet 1 1 
was aa ae fia, x ox d a adel 
ered ga fux oeldl, far waafé overs ii 
Rae oT Sea sq gies, fo ga * o4 Beet 
"4 ex Wah del vya- eT 13 1 


(105) 


abalaum nasānī, aba na nasaihaum. 

rama-krpa bhava-nisa sirani, jage phiri na dasaihaum. 1. 
payé'um nama cāru cintamani, ura kara tern na khasaihaum. 
syamarüpa suci rucira kasauti, cita kancanahim kasaihaum. 2. 
parabasa jāni hamiSyo ina indrina, nija basa hvai na hamsaihaum. 


594 


mana madhukara panakai tulasi raghupati-pada-kamala basaihaurn. 3. 


Verse no. 105—This life has been in vain and wasted till now (abalaum nasani), but 
now onwards I will not let it go in vain (aba na nasaihaum). 

By the mercy and grace of Lord Sri Ram (rama-krpa), the world and its 
delusions in the form of a dark night has passed away (i.e. I have woken up from this 
delusory, materialistic, false and illusionary world; *bhava-nisa sirānī”). 

Now that I have woken up (i.e. now that I have realised the delusory nature of 
the world and the futility of pursuing it and pleasing it), I will not spread the mattress 
of delusions once again and allow myself to be bitten by its (1.e. I shall not fall in the 
trap of the delusory and mirage-like world again and allow myself to suffer any 
longer; “jagé phiri na dasaihaum”). (1). 


I have found a beautiful *Chintamani" gem called Sri Ram's holy Name (paye'um 
nama caru cintamani). 

I shall never let it fall from the grasp of the hands of my heart (ura kara tem 
na khasaihaum). [To wit, I shall remember Lord Sri Ram constantly in my heart and 
shall guard this gem by chanting his name all through my life.] 

Indeed and surely, I shall test the purity of the gold representing my mind and 
intellect (cita karicanahim kasaihaum) against the touchstone of Sri Ram's pure, 
beautiful and dark countenance (syamarüpa suci rucira kasautī) [That is to say, I 
shall watch whether or not my mind is constantly focussed on the divine form of Lord 
Ram, and whether it remembers the Lord at all times.] (2). 

[The ‘Cintamani’ is a rare gem that possesses mystical powers to remove the 
worrries, worldly as well as spiritual, of the person who has it in his possession. 

Here, Tulsidas means that since he has the holy and divine Name of Lord Sri 
Ram as his precious possession, he has nothing to worry about, either in this world or 
in the world hereafter. And like a person, who by his good fortune, manages to have 
such a rare and priceless gem, he too would take all precautions to guard this gem that 
symbolizes Lord Ram's holy Name and its exceptional spiritual powers.] 


As long as I was subjugated by (i.e. was servile to) the sense organs, they made me 
dance to their tunes and made a foolish clown of me (i.e. they made fun of me; 
*parabasa jāni hamisyo ina indrina”), but now that I am free of them, I am in 
control of myself, I shall not let myself be subjected to derision and jest by these 
sense organs who had exploited me for so long by falling prey to temptations of the 
world and its sense objects (nija basa hvai na hamSaihaurh)’. 

Tulsidas says: ‘I shall now willfully and diligently divert my mind-like bee to 
the lotus feet of Lord Sri Ram (mana madhukara panakai tulasī raghupati-pada- 
kamala basaihaum).’ [To wit, I shall not allow my mind to wander anywhere, and 
ensure that it stays focused on the holy feet of my Lord Sri Ram.] (3). 

['It is the sense organs of the body of an individual that forces him to be 
attracted to the world as these organs seek gratification from their respective objects 
in this world. This creates a smoke-screen whereby the creature thinks that he can find 
happiness and peace and fulfilment by pursuing the world. But once wisdom and 
realisation dawns upon the mental horizon of the person and he understands that it is a 
trap for him, he would turn his mind away from all this, and instead focus it on reality 
that would give him lasting peace and happiness.] 
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[Note—This verse is extremely popular.] 


OK KKK K K 


(7.10) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
114: 


(114) 


area! AY KAT OPT Ae | 

wa fāfā Mm, uera, aH afd, ARAA ens ATĒĪ i 
qu ws ēd Hug smer-fed ga 4 cmi 

3 gute aug! efe ema «ur emi 
area cu sh] qe, sare ww 4 um 
waves qq fede Arey, ars ump d ws UTI |3| | 
dd ota, aes wae ge yy od 
wmw-xfed FIA wf, ves Bl eg fof urā | 14 || 
Wa HPR Ñ afer, aga eR, go fan fora AR | 


gaem wy Aea, efè Ger BRI] 


(114) 


madhava! mo samana jaga māhīm. 

saba bidhi hina, malina, dina ati, lina-bisaya ko'u nahim. 1. 

tuma sama heturahita krpalu ārata-hita īsa na tyagi. 

maim dukha-soka-bikala krpalu! kehi karana daya na lagi. 2. 

nahinna kachu auguna tumhara, aparadha mora maim mana. 
gyana-bhavana tanu diyehu natha, so'u paya na maim prabhu jana. 3. 
benu karīla, srikhanda basantahi düsana mrsa lagāvai. 

sara-rahita hata-bhagya surabhi, pallava so kahu kimi pavai. 4. 

saba prakara maim kathina, mrdula hari, drrha bicara jiya more. 
tulasidasa prabhu moha-srnkhala, chutihi tumhare chore. 5. 


Verse no. 114—Oh Madhav! There is no one in this world who is more devoid of 
resources, a greater sinner, more humble, lowly, downtrodden, helpless and hapless, 
and engrossed more in the pleasures of the senses, their gratification, and being more 
attracted to the materialistic world as compared to me (1). 


And there is no other Lord in this world who shows greater graciousness, kindness, 
mercy, compassion and benevolence than you, one who can forfeit or relinquish 
everything else just for the sake of the welfare and well-being of those who are 
humble, pitiable, hapless and wretched’. 
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[ To wit, Oh Lord Ram, you have abandoned Vaikunth or your heavenly 
abode and have come down to this sinful world just for the sake of your devotees; you 
have discarded your cosmic, eternally formless, all-pervading, all-encompassing and 
subtle form to manifest yourself as a human being in this mortal, mundane world just 
for the benefit of your devotees—what greater sacrifice can anyone else do for those 
who are devoted to him? Indeed, you have kept the good and the welfare of the 
humble and the ordinary creatures of the gross world above your own greatness and 
pleasures so much so that you came down to live with them to share their pain and 
suffering like an ordinary human being on the one hand, and on the other hand to give 
them a chance to worship you so closely and find the same degree of happiness, joy 
and bliss, the same level of freedom from worldly miseries and the hope of 
redemption as enjoyed by great sages and hermits who are enlightened and self- 
realised, who have done so many spiritual exercises and have undertaken so many 
spiritual practices that spiritual joy and deliverance of their soul is there for their 
asking.] 

Inspite of this, I am still agitated due to sorrows, miseries, troubles, 
tribulations and torments of various kinds. Oh merciful, kind-hearted, benevolent and 
munificent Lord! For what reason do you not have mercy and compassion on me?” 

[To wit, despite being so nice, gracious, compassionate and merciful by 
nature as outlined above, why is it that you are neglecting me? Why is that I still 
harbour fears of so many kinds? Perhaps it is my own foolishness and ignorance that I 
don't realise that you who are so kind as to place the pleasure and happiness of your 
devotees before your own comforts would certainly and surely take care of me, for I 
unwarrently wail and squirm in my imaginary troubles, forgetting for the time being 
that my Lord is very watchful and conscious of his duties and responsibilities towards 
my good.] (2). 


I agree that in this, there is no fault of yours, and it is due to my own crimes or sins or 
misdeeds (that I am suffering so much, and you have preferred to let me do some sort 
of repentance or penitence for my past sins by momentarily overlooking my pleas for 
mercy). 

It is apparently the case so because, inspite of having received this human 
body from you (i.e. by your grace, for you are the Creator of the world and its 
supreme Father), a body which is considered to be a stepping-stone by which all 
knowledge and wisdom can be accessed, a body which is a means by which a creature 
can attain enlightenment, spiritual liberation and salvation, I have still not recognised 
a Lord like you (i.e. I have yet not realised who you actually are; I have not 
understood your true form as the Redeemer and the Liberator of the Soul, the Lord 
God of the world, but continue to treat you as a mere prince of Ayodhya whose name 
is Ram!) (3). 

[Put simply, Tulsidas warns the world, albeit through his own example, that a 
person suffers agony and grief which is of his own making, and then he endlessly 
blames the Lord God for his pains and sufferings, forgetting that he himself is to be 
blamed for all his misfortunes. Has he forgotten about his past sins; does he not know 
that everyone has to bear with what he sows as this is the ‘law of Karma in this 
creation’ that one gets what one saws, which the Lord can’t change as the Lord is the 
one who himself has established this code. Of course it is true that the Lord, being the 
supreme Judge, can certainly reduce the intensity and duration of the punishment due 
for the sins committed by a person, for the Lord is so eternally merciful and kind that 
he can even forgive and requite them altogether, but that does not mean one would 
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accuse the Lord for not paying heed to one's prayer. Is it not wrong that one would 
expect instant relief-on-demand for sins committed over countless births as if the Lord 
was his servant? So, it will be far better for a creature to have faith in the Lord God 
and his well-known nature of being merciful and kind, to have patience with the Lord 
once a creature leaves himself and his fate in the hands of the Lord. Then the Lord 
will feel it obligatory and incumbent upon himself in line with his own reputation to 
do something for the creature who has surrendered himself unconditionally before the 
Lord as the ‘ball is now in the Lord's own court’ so to say, instead of when the 
creature wails and accuses the Lord of being stone-hearted and neglecting his prayers, 
for then the Lord would point out his sins to him and say “what do you say for this 
long list of sins that you have been carrying on your head over generations". 

Remember: Tulsidas was no ordinary person; he was not a sinful man but a 
saintly and blessed soul who was totally devoted to Lord Ram and had the Lord's 
unflinching protection upon him. Nay, Tulsidas is not talking about his own personal 
sufferings when he makes the observations about his miseries, but he is merely taking 
the recourse of his own self to highlight the general way in which the creature is 
suffering in this world out of his own ignorance and delusions. To avoid being called 
names and being accused of being pretentious by acting as a *holy cow' as if he is 
completely above sins and reproach, that he sees only faults in others while 
pretending to be most righteous and pious himself, he has devised this device of 
accusing himself first-hand, and placing himself at the top of the list of sinners to 
advice us all how we should pray most humbly to the Lord, how we should surrender 
ourselves before the Lord with soulful prayers begging for the Lord's mercy, because 
that would assure us of the Lord's attention without fail.] 


A Bamboo plant and the ‘Karil’ tree (a thorny leafless shrub) falsely accuse Chandan 
(sandalwood) and Basant (spring season) respectively of being unkind to them, 
forgetting that their own ill-luck and fate are to be blamed for their misfortune. The 
Bamboo has no pith in it (for it is hollow from the inside), so how can it absorve the 
scent of the sandalwood? Similarly, the ‘Karil’ tree has no leaves on it by its genetic 
nature, so how can the spring season produce leaves on it and make it laden with 
foliage like other green trees?" (4). 

(‘The bamboo grumbles that though it is so close to the sandalwood tree and 
almost like it, the latter does not let its scent to be shared with the former. The 
bamboo feels jealous of the sandalwood tree that it does not have the same sort of 
attractive scent as the latter. But it forgets that while the stem of the sandalwood tree 
is solid from the inside, that of the bamboo is hollow. How can something that is 
hollow from within hold and retain any chemical substance inside it that would enable 
it to emanate a fragrance? But the bamboo accuses the sandalwood intead of realising 
its own shortcomings. 

Similarly, the Karil tree belongs to that family of the plant kingdom which do 
not have the required genetic code that would leaves. How can then the spring season 
implant leaves on the stems of the Karil tree like it does on other green trees when it is 
genetically not destined to have it? 

Citing these two examples Tulsidas says that I am wrongfully, out of my own 
ignorance and delusions and lack of wisdom, accusing my benevolent Lord Ram of 
not paying heed to me, for I do not know the lot of sins and misdeeds that I have on 
my head. I do not realise that I myself is to be blamed for all my miseries. I should 
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rather thank the Lord for being so gracious that inspite of my fate decreeing greater 
horrors and sufferings for me, he has made them so small that I can easily cope with 
them without much of a problem. Instead of being patience and tolerant, I feel 
agitated and raise an accusing finger upon the Lord for being stone-hearted. Don't and 
won't I understand that had it not been for the Lord's mercy, I would have been worse 
off than what I am today. I have no right to accuse you of negligence and careless 
attitude towards me.] 


Oh Hari! I am stubborn, head-strong and a hard-nut in every respect, but you have a 
soft and graceful temperament. I have made a firm decision in my mind that, Oh Lord, 
the fetters in the form of delusions and attachments of this Tulsidas can be broken 
only if you so wish, otherwise not. [To wit, there is no other hope or chance of my 
breaking free from the vicious cycle of birth and death, and obtain liberation from this 
mundane world of miseries except by your kindness, grace and compassion.] (5). 


OK 2K KKK K K K 


(7.11) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
143: 


(143) 


ga wa wd TA, m AA- ART 
wN fee fee, AARI Aa still 11 
ma ale Ammeg, AA T oe PNI 

Wat wget m-a fder val gg smi UII 

we UAT PAI IERI, VĒ HT 7A HT | 
eir—We—W«—erm-—er-xg, fd Ws RĪT || 
RAT Ad ae, Wa Yad mW ged 

am uel AR garda, we A Wed W RIMI 
UAH, BAIR IH dd, ART we W | 
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da oR pla GT GARU dd efóg we ell 

sb a a, Helm, alate, factor ofa UII 
AR ue A we geass, Wer gee NINI 
eR war oR oda aga fate, ad med WNI 
gatem we art fac wa gau ore GA STIs 


(143) 
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sunahu rama raghubira gusa'im, mana aniti-rata mero. 
carana-saroja bisari tihare, nisidina phirata anero. 1. 

manata nahim nigama-anusasana, trasa na kahü kero. 

bhülyo sula karama-kolunha tila jyom bahu barani pero. 2. 
jaham satasanga katha madhavaki, sapanēhunt karata na phéro. 
lobha-moha-mada-kama-koha-rata, tinhasom prēma ghanērā. 3. 
para-guna sunata daha, para-dūsana sunata harakha bahutero. 
apa papako nagara basavata, sahi na sakata para khero. 4. 
sadhana-phala, $ruti-sara nama tava, bhava-saritā kahani bero. 
so para-kara kamkini lagi satha, bérici hota hathi cero. 5. 
kabahumka haurh sangati-prabhavatém, jā'um sumaraga néro. 
taba kari krodha sanga kumanoratha déta kathina bhatabhero. 6. 
ika haum dina, malina, hinamati, bipatijala ati ghero. 

tapara sahi na jaya karunanidhi, manako dusaha darero. 7. 

hari paryo kari jatana bahuta bidhi, tatem kahata sabero. 
tulasidasa yaha trasa mitai jaba hrdaya karahu tuma dero. 8. 


Verse no. 143—Listen Lord Ram Raghubir (Sri Ram, the brave and valiant Lord of 
the Raghu’s line of kings; “rama raghubira gusa'im"); listen to me! 

My mind is engrossed and submerged in doing injustice of all kinds (i.e. it is 
involved in unrighteous thoughts, and it allows me to conduct myself in an improper 
way). 

I have fogotten (about the bliss and comfort that are available at) your lotus- 
like holy feet, and instead unfortunately wander aimlessly among the pleasures of the 
sensual objects of this material world.’ (1). 

[To wit, instead of seeking the pristine kind of nectar of sublime bliss and 
pure joy that are enduring in nature and of the best quality, and which are available in 
abundance at your your holy feet, which I can easily access by worshipping you and 
surrendering my self before your divine feet to seek your grace and mercy, I am so 
stupidly seeking comfort and pleasure in the external gross world of sense objects 
which give something that is not only superficial and transient but also the cause of 
many other problems of which I am immediately not aware, but which nevertheless 
lurk in the darkness and ready to pounce upon me at the slightest pretext. ] 


My mind is so arrogant and stubborn that neither does it listen to the advice given by 
the Vedas (the ancient scriptures), nor is it afraid of anybody or anything else. [To 
wit, it is not even affright of punishment for its misdemenours and reckless attitude. ] 

It has been crushed and has suffered repeatedly in the grinding machine 
representing the deeds done by it and their effects much like the mustard seed that is 
crushed for extracting its oil, but still in its ignorance or stupidity it has forgotten that 
suffering and once again resumed its old habits.” (2). 

[The Vedas and wise men have always advised the mind to refrain from 
thinking of and doing evil deeds as they have a cumulative bad effect that robs the 
mind of its comfort, peace and happiness for which it gets involved in these deeds in 
the first place. The mind has repeatedly gone through the evil effects or the 
punishment that comes with such deeds, but it is so foolish that it once again does the 
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same thing which had made it suffer so horribly in the past. It has experienced how 
pursuing this material world has never gotten it its peace and happiness for which it 
ran after the world, but have caused it constant misery and grief instead. Inspite of this 
bad experience and knowledge, my mind still runs after this world to seek comfort 
and pleasure in it.] 


When there is a congregration of saints and pious people where holy stories of Lord 
Sri Ram are narrated (i.e. sung and told and their subtle spiritual messages explained), 
this mind would never think of going there even in its dreams. [The mind feels bored 
in these places and it tends to avoid such communites of saints and holy people. ] 

Instead, the mind shows more affinity and likeness for, and it loves to be in the 
company of those (tinhasom prema ghanērē) who are engrossed and indulgent in 
all the evil tendencies associated with this gross existence, such as having all sorts of 
worldly greed, avarice, coveteousness, attachments, pride, vanity, haughtiness, lust, 
passion, anger, spite, malice, discord, hatred etc. (lobha-moha-mada-kama-koha- 
rata) (3). 


Hearing about the good character and virtues of others, the mind burns with the fire of 
jealousy and envy, and on hearing about the faults and vices (and the consequent 
suffering) of others, it exults and becomes extremely glad (and wishes to hear more of 
it). 

It is developing a city of sins and vices for its self, but it can't tolerate to see 
even a small hamlet (Khera) of others' sins and vices." (4). 

[To wit, the mind, ridden with a fattened sense of vanity and ego, thinks that 
it is extremely righteous and without any trace of faults in it, though it is ridden with 
all the evils one can imagine of. Overlooking its own shortcomings, it magnifies even 
the smallest trace of negativity and bad trait in others. It has a profane tendency to 
criticise others and pricks holes with even the trifle sins and faults of others, whereas 
it neglects, overlooks or ignores its own huge tranche of similar shortcomings.] 


Oh Lord; your holy name ‘RAM’ (pronounced *RAAM") is the fruit of all Sadhans 
(various spiritual means and methods that one undertakes to attain liberation, 
deliverance, salvation and emancipation); it is the essence of the Vedas (i.e. it is what 
the scriptures preach and prescribe); and it is like a sturdy ship to help one cross this 
huge and turbulent river symbolising this mundane world of transmigration. 

It's such an irony that this wicked wretch known as the 'mind', inspite of 
knowing all this, prefers to roam about selling such a great and holy Name of yours to 
others for worthless pennies of the material world in exchange, and allows its self to 
become their slave in return." (5). 

['Tulsidas here refers to professional preachers and pseudo holy men who 
literally go about hawking, or ‘selling’, the divine name of God to earn money, 
followers and fame for themselves in this world. They don’t realise that it is like 
bartering a priceless gem for worthless piece of glass, of exchanging nectar for dirty 
water. And of course it is their mind that is the main culprit to be blamed in this 
scenario, as it is the mind that drives and motivates a creature to do anything at all. 
Why, couldn’t the mind tell such people that what they intend to do, and what they are 
actually doing, is utterly wrong and detrimental to their own spiritual welfare, not to 
speak of the burden of sins that they are accumulating by misleading others for their 
selfish material gains? 
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For instance, ‘milk’ is meant to nourish the body, and it is not to be misused 
by using it as a *washing medium' for the gross body, for which we have plentiful 
supply of ‘water’ instead. Its extremely stupid, arrogant, extravagant and horrifying to 
imagine to waste milk this way when it can instead be used to feed so many hungry 
and undernourished and under-privileged children. ] 


If by the good effects of the community of saints I happen to be affected and 
somehow manage to go near or towards the path of God, then this mind plays the 
spoil-sport by arousing in me a sense of longing and attachment for a number of 
material things of this world along with their incumbent pleasures and comforts. 
These temptations are so overwhelming that I fail to resist them, and I fall for this 
enticement, and lured by them I get pushed and shoved into a dark pit of negativity 
and bad traits so typical of this mundane gross world, such as inculcating in myself 
different kinds of desires, perversions, depravity, decadence, immorality, and many 
other such vices.” (6). 

[Tulsidas says that if by some good chance a person happens to come in 
contact with saints and becomes wisely aware of the importance of not getting 
entangled in the material world because its charms are transient and bring more grief 
to the person than the comfort it seems to give him, the unfaithful mind immediately 
intervenes and plots against him. The mind somehow prevails upon the still- 
undecided and wavering man, who is accustomed to enjoying the fantastic world, that 
the charms of the world are not only astounding but also available now and here for 
him to enjoy as compared to the happiness and joy that he would get sometime in the 
distant future by following the path of God, and perhaps he may not get what he 
wants at all by the latter path which he has not yet tested. 

If this man is not of a firm resolution and wise, if he has no confidence in the 
truthfulness of saints and in what they teach selflessly for the spiritual welfare of 
others, if he doubts them and the scriptures as well, it is sure that he would fall in the 
trap of temptations that the mind lays out for him with respect to the world and its 
many physical charms and attractions in a very enticing manner. 

So what happens is that this unfortunate man is misled by his own mind and 
he gets bored in the company of saints; he would rather enjoy sitting and gossiping 
with those who talk endlessly about the material world. This latter company will leave 
its own indelible mark on his character—such as having vices of various kinds, 
having desires, greed, lust, impatience, anger, depravity and decadence, immorality 
and perversion, and so on and so forth.] 


Oh my Lord who is a mine of kindness and mercy (karunanidhi)! I am already 
suffering so much from the pitiable condition of miseries and pains inflicted upon me 
due to my being associated with existence in this gross mundane world in which I find 
myself (and unable to tear myself away from it), and my miseries are further 
compounded by this rascal mind of mine which is subjecting me to greater push 
towards this world, and forcefully shoving me into a pit of more miseries and pains. I 
am unable to counter its (mind's) offensive because I am so weak and humble, so 
helpless and hapless. [So, oh Lord, please have pity on me and save me from this 
horror created by my mind.] (7). 

[^Tulsidas says that he is unable to fight back or resist the temptations which 
are constantly pushing and nudging at his mind and intellect. Due to the weakening 
effects of Kaliyug, he has lost the strength and courage to withstand this assault. He 
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can win this war if only Sri Ram helps him to control his mind and overcome its evil 
designs.] 


I have tried numerous ways and have lost courage and hope. Therefore, I tell you at 
the outset, that this fear of Tulsidas (arising out of the horrible torments of birth and 
death) can only be removed and mitigated if you make your abode (i.e. take up 
permanent residence) in his heart.’ (8). 

['As is evident here, the saintly Tulisdas prays to Lord Ram to live in his heart 
permanently in a subtle form. This is achieved by constantly remembering the Lord 
and feeling his divine presence at all times of one's life. This will ensure that the 
person not only feels blessed and blissful in his life, having a true friend in the form of 
the Lord with him to help him at all times, but he also would automatically guard 
himself against any evil thoughts coming into his mind as his mind will now be 
engaged in the thoughts and memory of the Lord who is without any corruption. 

Just as a vacant or empty mind is the workshop of devil which leads to the ruin 
of the man, a mind occupied by the Lord is a workshop which prepares the man for 
his eternal good and everlasting welfare.] 


OK 2K K K K ok K K 


(7.12) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
149: 


Pleading with Lord Sri Rama 


(149) 


bel Us, PR pa, sh de a ARI 
oa Yat R A omm fees RINII 
3 wr fem) «mer ai eme ce 

ae quif adi «3 Aa pre] 1211 
fes—qxied Rega, fed—ge fad qui 
wq of q a RAAE vasas |13 || 
a$ tle faq slo H8 ga face | 
dr a del 4 AR aa-are—fearea | |4 || 
wrest da dm zb wem qui 
deter di cx ala ago sg lis ll 
amg dfs AR «R44 oa wm wur 
qs! ste Waal vie age wr A I6] 
vem Xie wa wal fra feu gol d: 
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(149) 


kaham ja'um, kasom kahaum, aura thaura na mere. 
janama gamivayo tērē hi dvāra kinkara tērē. 1. 

maim to bigari natha som aratike līnhēm. 

tohi krpanidhi kyom banai mērī-sī kīnhēm. 2. 
dina-duradina dina-duradasa, dina-dukha dina düsana. 
jaba laurn tu na bilokihaim raghubansa-bibhüsana. 3. 
da'i pitha binu ditha maim tuma bisva-bilocana. 

to som tuhi na düsaro nata-soca-bimocana. 4. 
paradhina deva dina haum, svadhina gusā'īm. 
bolanihare som karai bali binayaki jhā'īm. 5. 

apu dēkhi mohi dékhiyé jana māniya sāmcē. 

bari Ota ràmanamaki jehi la' so bamco. 6. 

rahani riti rama ravari nita hiya hulasi hai. 

jyorn bhavai tyaum karu krpa tero tulasi hai. 5. 


Verse no. 149—Oh Lord, where should I go, whom should I tell about my woes and 
miseries? I don't have any other destination or point of refuge and shelter (or a friend 
with whom I can share my problems and agonies). This humble servant (follower, 
devotee) of yours has spent his life and time lying at your doorstep or doorway 
(janama gamivayo tērē hi dvāra).' (1). 

['Tulsidas tells his Lord Ram that he has spent his entire life under the 
patronage and shelter of the latter, and he has nowhere else to go. He knows none else 
but his very own Lord Ram, and he has never gone to anyone else in his life to seek 
anything whatsoever either. So, in front of whom should he now plead about his 
worries and miseries except the only Lord he knows and has faith in? 

The word *dvara" literally means a door, and the phrase *janama gamvayo" 
means to spend one's life. Hence, Tulsidas here means that the devotee of the Lord 
has spent his entire time and life close to the Lord, had been loyal and faithful to the 
Lord, and had never sought any help of any kind from anyone else except his chosen 
Lord. This has invariably created a close and strong bond of kinship between the 
devotee and the Lord, a bond that is irrefutable, unbreakable and irrevocable. 
Therefore there is no question of the devotee pleading with anyone else about his 
problems now, except before the only Lord he knows in his life, and it is Lord Ram.] 


If I had ruined (corrupted) my deeds, oh Lord, it is because I was worried, agitated 
and terrified by my sorrows and tribulations under the given set of circumstances and 
situations I had faced in my life.” 

But oh merciful, if you reward me according to my deeds, then what would 
happen (to me and to your own reputation)? (2). 

[ When confronted with uncertainties and suddenness of developments that 
befell me during my course in life, I lost my wits and sense of wisdom and judgement. 
As a result, I did commit errors by way of doing deeds that I oughtn't have done at all. 
But oh Lord, I am after all an ordinary human being with his normal failings, 
shortcomings and limitations. I am not some enlightened sage who would be careful 
with every step he took in life. I accept that I had lost my wits and could not judge 
what is good or bad for me when I did anything. 
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*Oh Lord, if you just simply take into account what my deeds are and punish 
me for them without taking into consideration my low level of intellect and wisdom, 
my humbleness and my panicky state at the time when I faced problems in life that 
seemed so huge to me that I wanted to save myself with any means I could urgently 
think of then, I lost my bearing of mind and wits, and may have acted utterly wrongly 
and committed sins which I should not have, then it would go against your declared 
vows and your time tested reputation that you extend your helping hand, show mercy 
and compassion as well as forgive all the misdeeds and mischief of those who have 
surrendered themselves before you, who have taken refuge and shelter with you, who 
have nowhere else to go except you, who are unpretentious and have relented, and 
who have frankly and honestly accepted their misdeeds and beg you for forgiveness. 

This being the case, I fit the bill perfectly, and therefore you must show 
mercy upon me. Though my deeds are very bad, though they are all corrupted, 
pervert, evil and decadent so much so that there is no chance of any good reward or 
merit accruing to me ever, but here fortunately comes your gracious and merciful 
nature into play: It's your established reputation that you forgive and help such vile 
fellows as me, and hence I am sure of expecting relief and freedom from my troubles 
when I beg and plead with you.] 


Oh the most exalted, the most honourable and the noblest member in the family of 
king Raghu of Ayodhya (*raghubansa-bibhüsana"; a reference to Lord Ram)! Till 
the time you do not look at me with your merciful and compassionate glance, there 
will be regular bad times, routine miserable days, constant fear of misfortunes and ill 
fate, daily round of sorrows, troubles and plight, and constant blemishes, blames and 
accusations that would haunt me every moment of my existence. 

[To wit, the only way I can find freedom from my agonies and miseries, and 
feel fearless and redeemed, is when you, dear Lord, would look at me benevolently 
and mercifully. Then all my misfortunes will vanish.] (3). 


That I have shown you my back (turned against you, or have neglected or opposed 
you) is because I am without a foresight, am blind and ignorant (and stupid to the 
core). 

But I don’t understand how you can copy my behaviour by being against me 
or turning your back to me, or neglecting me. You see the whole world (i.e. you 
provide vision, sight and light symolising wisdom, knowledge and enlightenment to 
the entire creation), so how can you be opposed to or be against me? 

You are one in your own likeness (i.e. you are one of your kind and have no 
match anywhere in this world) as far as removing the sorrows, miseries, troubles and 
tribulations of the humble, weak, distressed and wretched ones is concerned." (4). 

[Tulsidas means that since he is an ordinary man, there is no surprise in his 
acting in the stupid way he has done in his life, even at times neglecting the Lord 
himself who had been the provider of succour and daily bread to Tulsidas. But the 
Lord must realise that he is not the same as Tulsidas; he must realise that he occupies 
a high pedestal and is the King of all his subjects in this vast creation; that he ought to 
act wisely and with a lot of understanding and prudence; that he must show a lot of 
patience, broadheartedness, benevolence, forgiveness, mercy, grace and compassion 
befitting a great King and Emperor. The Lord cannot afford to be shortsighted, selfish, 
imprudent, impatient and mean. 
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Therefore, inspite of the selfish ways Tulsidas may have acted personally, the 
Lord must overlook such small transgressions of behaviour like a loving father does 
while dealing with his son who may not have learned proper ways of conduct yet.] 


Oh Lord! I am dependant, lowly and humble, while you are independent, master and 
the exalted Lord of one and all. [To wit, I am bonded to my deeds past and present, to 
the circumstances of life, to the countless traits, both good and bad, that are inherently 
present in me as part of my nature and temparement as a human being, and to the 
bonds that exist between my physical body and the world. But these limitations do not 
apply to the Lord, for he is the independent and supreme Lord God of creation.] 

I say truthfully to you, how can a shadow speak to the speaker who is 
consciousness personified, who is an embodiment of the supreme, absolute and 
formless Truth known as ‘pure Consciousness’. [Here, the ‘shadow’ is Tulsidas, and 
the ‘speaker’ is the Supreme Lord himself in the form of Sri Ram who resides in 
Tulsidas’ heart as the life-giving soul which is nothing but pure consciousness, and 
without whom Tulsidas would be as good as dead.] (5). 


Hence oh Lord, first see at yourself (realise your true nature as being merciful and 
compassionate) and then look at me (as your faithful shadow or servant, one who 
follows you wherever you go). Then only you would treat me as truthful and honest.” 

The protective shield of Sri Ram's name is very strong, robust, potent and 
infallible. Anyone who has taken the refuge of Lord Sri Ram's name has been saved 
(from the cycle of birth and death, and being trapped in this mundane, mortal and 
gross existence) (6). 

[To wit, judge me yourself and don't believe what I say at its face value. See, 
I have followed you faithfully throughout my life, come what may, just like a shadow 
follows a person. Now tell me: can the shadow or the person abandon each other? Of 
course not; they have an eternal bond that ties them together. 

Besides this, the shadow is always dark and inconsequential, while the person 
who forms this shadow is a conscious and living entity. So oh Lord, in the same 
manner, there is no comparison between me and you. And therefore you ought to 
neglect my shortcomings and darkness of character just like a person overlooks his 
own dark shadow. ] 


Oh Lord Sri Ram! The thoughts of your excellent characters, noble bearing, 
benevolent nature, great reputation and virtuous deeds are all arising in my heart to 
create exultation, euphoria, delight and happiness for me. 

Thinking of them, I feel delighted in my heart that all my desires would now 
be fulfilled, and all my trials and tribulations would now come to an end. [Here, 
Tulsidas refers not to worldy desires, but the desire for having devotion and attaining 
liberation and salvation for his self]. 

Just remember that this Tulsidas belongs to you oh Lord (for he is your 
faithful and ardent devotee). Have mercy and compassion upon him in anyway you 
deem fit and convenient. (7). 


LE LE E E 
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(7.13) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika”, verse no. 
160: 


Tulasidasa seeks refuge in Lord Rama's Holy feet 


(160) 


3 ek ufaa-urasa sp | 

3 yaa ga ufos «mS re wii 
are fer er sronftet ake BRTSRI 7 | 
aR aga ade GR wa PÀ IIll 
oI AA stot ci RE NUN AA 
angen UT sat, wy ame 


(160) 


maim hari patita-pavana suné. 

maim patita tuma patita-pavana do'u banaka bane. 1. 
byadha ganika gaja ajamila sakhi nigamani bhané. 
aura adhama aneka tare jata kapai gane. 2. 

jani nama ajāni līnhērn naraka surapura mane. 
dasatulasi sarana ayo, rakhiye apane. 3. 


Verse no. 160—0Oh Lord Hari! I have heard that you are the purifier and an uplifter of 
the downtrodden, the wretched, the sinful and the lowly persons. Now, since I am the 
latter type of person while you are the Lord with the aforementioned qualities, a good 
rapport is deemed to have been established between us two; verily, it is a good 
combination that makes us immediately compatible with each other. (1). 

[To wit, it is your declared vow that you purify the sinful and are the best 
friend of the humble and lowly persons, and I am honestly one such person who fits 
the bill perfectly. Therefore, I am a good candidate who must benefit from your 
largesse and granting of boons in this respect. Hence, I don't have doubt now that I 
would become purified by all means, and that all my sins, evils and misdeeds would 
be neutralised. I expect succour and solace from you; I hope you will redeem me and 
salvage my future from ruin and misery.] 


The Vedas bear witness that you have helped the cruel hunter-cum-bandit (i.e. 
Valmiki), Ganika (the prostitute named Pingla), the Elephant (called Gaja), Ajamil 
(the sinful Brahmin), and numerous other lowly, wretched, sinful, downtrodden and 
wicked ones to cross the ocean symbolised by this mundane world of transmigration’. 

Verily, the list of such souls that have got liberation and deliverance at your 
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hands is long and legendary. Say, who can keep a count of such instances (that show 
your mercy, grace, benevolence and kindness upon the lowly, the hopeless, the 
distressed and the sinful)? (2). 


Those who have uttered your holy name (even once), either consciously or 
unconsciously (i.e. willingly or unwillingly), are freed from the complusion of 
entering either the hell or the heaven’. 

Realising the truth of all this, Tulsidas has come to your holy feet (seeking 
shelter and refuge). So oh Lord, please be kind to accept him also (as you have done 
other sinful ones listed herein above in this verse) (3). 

[To wit, every individual is bound to suffer the consequences of what he does 
in his present life. If the majority of his deeds and actions are good and righteous and 
they weigh more in his favour as compared to his isolated misdeeds, his soul goes to 
heaven to enjoy the rewards. And it goes to hell to suffer punishment if the evil deeds 
outweigh the good ones. In the case of those who surrender themselves to Lord Ram 
and use the medicine of the Lord's holy name, then all their spiritual diseases are 
taken care of, and upon shedding their mortal body their soul gets final rest. Such 
persons get final rest for themelves, and their soul finds eternal emancipation and 
salvation. They are permanently freed from the cycle of birth and death. They reach a 
state of existence that transcends such lowly levels as hell or even the better level of 
the heaven, for in both the cases the soul has to come back to this gross world by 
taking another birth once the effects of its past life that has made it go either to the 
heaven or the hell wears off. But the glory of Lord Ram's holy name is such that it 
takes the soul much higher to a level where it merges or coalesces with its parent Soul 
that is known as the ‘Parmatma’ or the Supreme Soul of this creation, from where it 
need not come down to this gross existence any more.] 


[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse. ] 


OK 2K 2K K K ok K K 
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(7.14) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika”, verse no. 
162: 


Lord Rama's Generosity 
Raga Soratha 


(162) 


el SAR oT "Tél | 
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uA 
dž 
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(162) 


aiso ko udara jaga mahim. 

binu seva jo dravai dinapara rama sarisa ko'u nahim. 1. 

jo gati joga biraga jatana kari nahim pavata muni gyani. 

so gati dēta gidha sabari kahami prabhu na bahuta jiya jani. 2. 
jo sampati dasa sisa arapa kari ravana siva paham linhim. 

so sampada bibhisana kaham ati sakuca-sahita hari dinhim. 3. 
tulasidasa saba bhamti sakala sukha jo cāhasi mana mērā. 
tau bhaju rama, kama saba pürana karaim krpanidhi tero. 4. 


Verse no. 162—Who is so generous, liberal, large-hearted and magnanimous in this 
world (except Lord Ram) that he becomes full of pity, compassion and mercy 
immediately on seeing those who are miserable, tormented, sorrowful, meek, lowly 
and humble? 

In all sooth and without any gainsay, indeed it is Lord Sri Ram, and no one 
else; truly there is no one like him! (1). 


The ultimate state (destination, abode) of the soul (i.e. attainment of emancipation and 
salvation—which is not easily available even to the great and wise hermits, sages, 
ascetics and mystics etc. by practicing penances, austerities, renunciation and other 
such prescribed paths (by which one can reach one's spiritual goal in life)—was made 
available to the vulture (Jatau) and Sabari (the old tribal woman) by Lord Sri Ram. 
Inspite of this noble and glorious deed, the Lord never kept it in his mind nor did he 
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ever mention it to anyone, but rather felt that it was not enough (and he should have 
given them something more).? (2). 

[ Tulsidas means here that though the Lord granted such an exalted stature to 
both Jatau and Sabari as attaining ‘Moksha’, or salvation and emancipation for their 
souls, he kept it to himself and never publicised it. These two had no chance of ever 
getting any spiritual reward worth the name because they hadn't done any 
mentionable meritorious deed in their lives, what to talk of attaining emancipation and 
salvation which is the highest level of achievement a creature can hope for his soul. 
They were sinful, as Jatau was a meat-eating vulture by birth, and Sabari was an 
outcaste tribal women of low birth. 

Inspite of the gracious Lord granting them a magnificent spiritual reward that 
is difficult for even great sages and hermits to get, he felt hesitant and shy because he 
thought it was not sufficient a reward for them, and that he ought to have granted 
them something more. 

Indeed, Lord Ram is so modest and kind in his heart that he never ever boasts 
of his gifts to his devotees and dependants; he does not want to embarrass the 
receipents of his grace by making public what they have received from the Lord.] 


The huge wealth and the great realm (of the kingdom of Lanka) which Ravana (the 
demon king) had received as a boon from Lord Shiva by offering his heads ten times 
to the Lord to please him, the same property, wealth and realm was given to 
Vibhishan by Lord Sri Ram most hesitantly and shyly (as if it was not enough, for the 
Lord thought that Vibhishan should have been given more than this).? (3). 

[Ravana had done severe Tapa (penance) to receive blessings of ‘freedom 
from death and Lordship over the demon kingdom' from Lord Shiva. During the 
course of doing Tapa he had offered the Lord his head ten times, one by one, as 
sacrificial offerings. When he had done it nine times, and was about to do it for the 
tenth time, Lord Shiva was so pleased at his 'self-sacrifice' that he appeared before 
Ravana and granted him a boon that he will not only get back his lost ten heads, but 
would also never die if someone severes his head umpteen number of times during a 
one-to-one duel. So it happened that during the war at Lanka, no matter how hard 
Lord Ram tried to kill him by severing his heads by shooting powerful arrows at 
Ravana, the heads immediately grew back again, utterly confounding the Lord. 

During the build-up days prior to the epic war of Lanka, Vibhishan had tried 
his best to make his stubborn elder brother Ravana see reason and mend his attitude to 
avoid a ruinous war. But Ravana wouldn't pay heed. One day when Ravana had 
humiliated his younger brother Vibhishan publicly in full court by kicking him and 
telling him to go to exile immediately because the latter had tried to give sane advice 
to his elder brother to avoid bloodshed by giving Sita back to Lord Ram and make 
peace with him, Vibhishan decided enough was enough, and he came to Lord Ram to 
surrender himself before the Lord and seek the latter's protection. 

At that time, Lord Ram had warmly welcomed him inspite of grave 
reservations expressed by his advisors who warned the Lord that it was dangerous and 
risky to keep an enemy's brother in their camp. The Lord however felt that he is 
obliged to give refuge to Vibhishan as the latter was distressed and had come to him 
seeking shelter and protection that the Lord just cannot refuse to anyone, as it was his 
declared vow that he would give refuge and protection to those who come to him 
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seeking it, irrespective of who they were and what the situation was that precipitated 
it. 

During the course of preliminary introduction, when the Lord learnt how 
injustice had been meted out to Vibhishan by his own brother Ravana for no fault of 
his, the Lord decided to punish the offender (Ravana) and undo the damage by 
anointing Vibhishan as the next king of Lanka. It was also a gracious gesture on the 
part of Lord Ram to reward Vibhishan for being righteous and pious throughout his 
life, as well as for being the Lord's ardent devotee who had the courage and the 
perseverance to maintain devotion for the Lord even while living in Lanka, 
surrounded by fierce demons who were avowed opponents of the Lord. 

This entire story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
50.] 


Tulsidas advises his Mana (mind) when he says, ‘Oh my mind (mana mero)! If you 
wish to have all possible happiness and joy in this world, if you wish to feel delighted 
and blissful, then listen to my sane advice: you should worship, adore and have 
abiding devotion for Lord Sri Ram. The gracious Lord, who is an ocean of mercy, 
kindness and compassion, will surely and without doubt fulfil all your wishes." (4). 


[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse.] 


OK 2K KKK K K K 


(7.15) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
164: 


Lord Ram gives precedence to Devotion above everything else 


(164) 


ama WTRT—STRT IRTE | 
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ve feat de af cae, PRÀ sad ceni 
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dod weet uy yar federe a Wl 

mI Rū ef oar off a wat nī a ew eii 
get m-e cita, GT cr wate Ge ag] 

dr dīfē oat wa ot os aq-qeac crdisgii 


(164) 


janata prīti-rīti raghura'. 

nate saba hate kari rakhata, rama sanéha-saga’. 1. 

neha nibahi deha taji dasaratha, kīrati acala calāī. 

aisehu pitu tern adhika gidhapara mamata guna garu'a’. 2. 
tiya-birahi sugriva sakha lakhi pranapriya bisarāī. 

rana paryo bandhu bibhisana hi ko, soca hrdaya adhika'. 3. 
ghara gurugrha priya sadana sāsurē, bha'i jaba jaham pahuna'. 
taba taham kahi sabarike phalaniki ruci madhuri na pa’. 4. 
sahaja sarūpa katha muni baranata rahata sakuci sira na. 
kevata mīta kahe sukha manata banara bandhu bara". 5. 
prēma-kanaurē ramaso prabhu tribhuvana tihumkala na bhāī. 
tero rini haum kahyo kapi som aisi manihi ko sevaka'. 6. 
tulasī rāma-sanēha-sīla lakhi, jo na bhagati ura a’. 

tau tohim janami jaya janani jara tanu-tarunata gavarmii. 7. 


Verse no. 164—Only Lord Sri Ram understands the real meaning and true essence of 
the laws that govern pure, truthful and spiritual love, affection and devotion. 

In all sooth and without gainsay indeed, Lord Sri Ram keeps and recognises 
only the relationship of true spiritual love and devotion to the exclusion of all other 
relationships.’ (1). 

[Lord Ram gives precedence to the virtues of sincere devotion, undiluted 
affection and true spiritual love for the Lord over all other virtues and merits in the 
creature. If a person lacks these eclectic qualities in him, then no matter how hard he 
tries to please the Lord, he would not be successful even though he may otherwise be 
an excellent person by all other counts. Even the humblest, the poorest and those who 
lack any sort of abilities by which one would usually acquire religious merit in this 
world would be able to become favourite of Lord Ram if such a person has one simple 
quality in him: and it is to have true devotion and affection for the Lord.] 


King Dasrath (the worldly father of Lord Ram and the king of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya) had died to uphold his love for Lord Ram, and had thereby established his 
fame for eternity, but the Lord had shown greater filial respect, more endearment, 
more affinity, more affection, more closeness and more love in his relationship with a 
vulture known as Jatau as compared to Dasrath. [This is because Jatau had immense 
devotion for the Lord, recognised him as the Supreme Being in a human form, and 
had laid down his life to serve the Lord as compared to Dasrath who showed love for 
the Lord more because the latter was his 'son' rather than because he was the 
Supreme Being, and Dasrath had died while being the cause of bringing much misery 
in the life of Lord Ram while Jatau had died trying to bring relief in the Lord's life. 
(2). 
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Lord Ram had left Dasrath wailing and lamenting when the latter succumbed 
to the pressure from his wife Kaikeyi, the junior queen, to send Lord Ram to forest 
exile for fourteen years along with his wife Sita and younger brother Laxman. In other 
words, Dasrath had been instrumental in causing untold hardships to his son Lord 
Ram inspite of professing so much love for the latter. In his comparison Jatau had laid 
down his life when he was killed by the demon king Ravana as he tried to save Sita 
from being taken away forcefully by him. 

Besides this, Dasrath had forgotten in his delusions that Lord Ram was not an 
ordinary human prince born in his family but the Supreme Lord who had come to 
become his son only because in his previous life Dasrath had done severe Tapa to ask 
the Lord to grant him a boon that the latter would become his son so that he could 
love the Lord as a father would his son. In short, Dasrath treated Lord Ram as his 
‘son’ rather than as a personified form of the Supreme Being. 

When Dasrath died, he lamented and grieved for being separated from his 
‘son’ whom he loved so very much and who had now gone to the forest, but he did 
not grieve for being separated from the ‘Supreme Being’ or being instrumental in 
causing so much hardship to the Lord. 

In his stark comparison stood Jatau who had laid down his life to serve the 
Lord's interests by trying to protect his wife from being abducted by a demon. Then 
when the time to die came, Jatau willingly embraced it because the Supreme Lord of 
the world was standing right in his front, a chance that even the greatest of sages and 
hermits don't come to get. 

Dasrath ‘loved’ Lord Ram as a father would love his son, while Jatau had 
‘devotion’ for the Lord, and like a true devotee had laid down his life in the ‘service’ 
of the Lord, unlike Dasrath. 

So, what was the result? Dasrath had not found emancipation after death, and 
he became a ‘Spirit’, a ‘ghost’; Dasrath's soul did not immediately find its eternal rest 
and peace, till much later on when Lord Ram had himself blessed him at the end of 
the war of Lanka. Jatau on the other hand found instant salvation and emancipation 
for his soul as soon as he died. 

The comparison between the fates of Dasrath and Jatau is also stark because 
the former died in a miserable condition and grieving for the loss of Lord Ram, while 
the latter died while lying in the laps of the same Lord as he lovingly caressed the 
wounded Jatau with his own hands and tended to his wounds personally. 

Once again, while Jatau's last rites were done by Lord Ram himself as 
befitting a son though the former was a lowly and a cadaver-eating vulture by birth, 
Dasrath was so unfortunate and condemned that he missed this golden opportunity of 
being cremated by the Lord though the latter was his own son from the perspective of 
this mortal gross world, resulting in Dasrath becoming a ghost. 

In this connection, the reader is advised to refer to the following sections of 
Tulsidas' epic narration of the story of the life and time of Lord Ram in “Ram Charit 
Manas" as follows: (a) regarding the incidents leading upto Dasrath's death— 
Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 22—to Doha no. 79; 
and from Doha no. 147—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 157; (b) 
regarding Dasrath's soul becoming a ghost and getting final liberation only when 
blessed by Lord Ram—Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 112; 
(c) regarding Jatau's good deed, death and instant emancipation—Aranya Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 29—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 33.] 
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Seeing friend Sugriv's agonies at the separation from his wife, Lord Ram had but 
forgotten about his own sorrows of being separated from his wife Sita.” 

Dear brother Laxman lay wounded and unconscious in the battle-field of 
Lanka, but (forgetting him for the moment) Lord Ram was extremely worried about 
the welfare and future of Vibhishan.' (3). 

[When Lord Ram found Sugriv grieving for his wife because he had been 
separated from her as he was forcefully sent to exile by Baali, the Lord had forgotten 
about his own grief of separation from his wife Sita, and gave priority to remove the 
sorrows of Sugriv first by slaying the latter's elder brother Baali and restoring 
Sugriv's wife to him along with the kingdom of Kishkindha. 

^The Lord was upset when Laxman lay gravely wounded in the battle-field of 
Lanka as the Lord feared that without his support it may be impossible to defeat and 
eliminate Ravana, the king of Lanka. In this eventuality, the Lord wondered what 
would happen to the fate of Vibhishan whom the Lord had already promised the 
crown of Lanka. This latter predicament weighed heavily in the sub-conscious mind 
of Lord Ram as he grieved for his wounded brother Laxman. To wit, the Lord was 
more concerned about the uncertain future of his devotee Vibhishan than the gravity 
of the loss of his own brother and the pain it would cause to him personally. 

These two incidents are narrated in detail in “Ram Charit Manas” as follows: 
(a) regarding Sugriv—Kishkindha Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 4—to Doha no. 11; (b) regarding Lord Ram promising the crown of Lanka to 
Vibhishan—Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede Doha no. 49; (c) 
regarding Laxman's falling in the battle-field of Lanka—Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54; and (d) Lord Ram's grieving for Laxman—Doha 
no. 61 along with Chaupai nos. 1-18 that precede it.] 


Whether at home, at the hermitage of Guru Vasistha, at the friends’ places, or at the 
in-law's place—wherever Lord Ram was invited and served refreshments, he had 
always asserted that the sweetness he had felt and enjoyed in the (ordinary) plums 
offered to him by Sabari were not experienced ever again by him anywhere else!” (4). 

[The Lord clearly hinted that though the plums offered by Sabari were not so 
sweet, and may be a bit sour also, but nevertheless he greately relished eating them so 
much so that there is no comparison between the way he enjoyed those plums to the 
countless dainty sweets and other delectables offered to him wherever he was invited. 
The Lord declared that he still remembered relishing the plums more than any one or 
all of these refreshments combined. 

Sabari was an old tribal woman who loved the Lord extremely as if he were 
her beloved son. When the Lord visited her hermitage, she offered him ordinary 
plums, but her devotion and affection for the Lord was so stupendous and pure that 
the Lord relished eating these ordinary plums as if they were the sweetest thing he had 
ever eaten in his life. The Lord wanted to please Sabari as she had nothing better to 
offer. The bitterness of the plums was replaced with the nectar of sweetness of 
Sabari's love and devotion for the Lord. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 35.] 


Oh Lord! When hermits, ascetics and sages start narrating your natural and true form 
(as the Supreme Being who is formless, attributeless, all-pervading cosmic Lord of 
this creation, the Lord who is the cause and an end of all creation), you feel shy to 
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hear yourself being praised so highly and you bow your head in humbleness and 
modesty. 

But when lowly creatures such as monkeys (led by their king Sugriv) and 
Kewat (the boatman) call you a ‘friend’ or ‘brother’, you feel proud and obliged to 
them as if you were being honoured or praised immensely in a public forum. (5). 

[The greatness and the glory of Lord Ram lie in the fact that he feels joy at 
being recognised as a friend and a brother of the ordinary creatures, those who are 
simple, humble and meek, and not in being praised by learned sages for the Supreme 
Lord of the world.] 


‘Oh Brother (bhā'ī)! [Tulsidas addresses the world in general here by calling all those 
who care to listen to him as his ‘brother’.] There is no one in all the three Lokas (the 
three divisions of the world; the heaven, the earth and the nether world) and the three 
time-periods (past, present, future) who can be easily endeared by or remains under 
the influence of pure love and devotion more than Lord Sri Ram. 

It so happened that the Lord even went to the extent of declaring to Hanuman 
(who was a junior member of the monkey army that helped Lord Ram overcome the 
demons of Lanka), “I am highly indebted and obliged to you”.’ 

Say then, who else is there in this world except Lord Ram who would feel 
more easily grateful and so easily obliged for even the smallest of services rendered 
unto him by even the most ordinary of creatures? (6).’ 

[ Refer: (a) Vinai Patrika, verse no. 100, stanza no. 7; and (b) Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 32—to Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 33 (when Hanuman had brought the news of Sita 
from Lanka); and Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 62 when 
Hanuman had brought the herb which helped to revive Laxman back to life.] 


[Now, addressing himself, Tulsidas says—] ‘Oh Tulsidas! Even after seeing or 
observing or learning about such a lovable, endearing, affectionate, gracious and 
obliging nature and temparment of Lord Ram, about the Lord's exemplary virtues, his 
warm and welcoming nature, and his noble characters, if devotion does not arise in 
your heart, then surely your mother had wasted her adulthood in conceiving and 
giving birth to you!’ (7). 

[Here Tulsidas addresses himself to say that it is worthless for him to have 
taken birth, and it would have been better if his mother had not conceived him at all, 
if he did not or could not develop devotion, faith, love and affection for Lord Sri 
Ram.] 


[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse. ] 
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(7.16) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika', verse no. 


166: 


Lord Rama's Benevolent, Merciful and Compassionate Nature 


(166) 


we RA d-fegen | 

aftera peared fly GRA V—379ĢRĪ | |1 || 
qea a fro sa-a, feo w$ Afar | 

Ted af WRI ve ad UR aod DII 
feara fase aa ay Uga saat | 

Sew! gau ams wae, ae ga ofa feum 
cert ae feat yeufe—ya, efe 4 ore aft Wm | 

Wha elle adeilf asd, GA TĀ AA eT |14 || 

feet oi ary ser, Ne oH scent 
sap- fear art frat me ws fer Fares | 15 1 

seq ula wal fd os, AA d "UI 
TA wife, ¢ ea qual, vis «4 SA | i6 || 
am Ya wug-wu—empe, aa UA gem 

Ue 7 Uh «neg GE oH, seat ate, wfe ILI || 
Ryn soi fase ARR, GI Aor APN | 

RA Ta art cn Fea pm wm 
agy es Ned fw d aay te fort 
qa—fdfad ura fea d wm, fear are! Geert || 

me oft bel a Aa feres: qu facta frat | 
PĪMAC—IRIA a-g R, oe gu fel? | i101! 


(166) 
aisē rama dīna-hitakārī. 
atikomala karunanidhana binu kārana para-upakārī. 1. 
sādhana-hīna dīna nija agha-basa, silā bha'ī muni-nārī. 
grhatem gavani parasi pada pavana ghora sapatem tari. 2. 
hinsarata nisada tamasa bapu, pasu-samana banacārī. 
bhentyo hrdaya laga'i premabasa, nahim kula jati bicari. 3. 
jadyapi droha kiyo surapati-suta, kahi na jaya ati bhārī. 
sakala loka avaloki sokahata, sarana gayé bhaya tari. 4. 
bihamga joni āmisa aharapara, gidha kauna bratadhārī. 
janaka-samana kriya taki nija kara saba bhamti samvārī. 5. 
adhama jati sabari josita jara, loka-veda tem n'yārī. 
jani priti, dai darasa krpanidhi, so'u raghunatha udhari. 6. 
kapi sugriva bandhu-bhaya-vyakula, ayo sarana pukārī. 
sahi na sake daruna dukha janake, hatyo bali, sahi gari. 7. 
ripuko anuja bibhisana nisicara, kauna bhajana adhikārī. 
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sarana gaye age hvai linhyom bhentyo bhuja pasar. 8. 
asubha ho'i jinhake sumirē te banara richa bikārī. 
beda-bidita pavana kiye te saba, mahima natha! tumhari. 9. 
kaham lagi kahaurn dina aganita jinhakī tuma bipati nivārī. 
kalimala-grasita dāsa-tulasī para, kāhē krpa bisārī?. 10. 


Verse no. 166—Lord Sri Ram is an unparalleled benefactor and well-wisher of the 
humble, the distressed, the meek, the weak and the lowly, for the Lord has an 
extremely kind, merciful, gracious, obliging and malleable heart and indeed he is a 
treasury (or a fount) of the grandest of all virtues such as mercy and compassion, and 
he does good to others selflessly, without any apparent cause to do so, or with any 
self-interest involved, and without seeking any thing in return, not even as much as a 
formal thanks! (1). 


[Now Tulsidas cites several examples to show how Lord Ram had been extremely 
gracious towards so many souls who were all distressed and in great suffering, and 
had benefited them by granting them boons or rewards that they had never imagined 
in their lives that they would ever get.] 


The wife of sage Gautam (i.e. Ahilya), who was humble and devoid of any spiritual 
merit, prowess or means, had become a stone due to her sins. You had gone from your 
home (Ayodhya) to liberate her from her terrible curse by touching the stone by your 
holy feet.' (2). 

[This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 210—to Doha no. 211.] 


The Guha-Nishad (the boatman)—who indulged in violence (killing, hunting), had a 
sinful and vile body and wandered in the forest like a wild animal (i.e. as a savage)— 
was embraced by you due to his affections, regard and pure love for you, without 
even considering his low caste and vile deeds.? (3). 

[ This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 100—to Doha no. 102; and Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 20.] 


Though Jayant, the son of Indra, had committed such a grave crime (of pricking Sita 
with his beak in the form of a crow) that he was unpardonable, yet when he wandered 
in all the worlds in distress seeking shelter (from your head-less arrow which was 
pursuing him), and not finding any, finally landed at your holy feet, distressed, 
terrified and tormented by fear of death and pleaded before you for mercy, you had 
removed all his fears (and spared his life).* (4). 

[This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 2.] 


The vulture Jatau was born as a bird and partook meat and flesh (of dead animals)— 
which good or righteous deed, ritual or other means had he done or adopted by the 
good effects of which you had performed his last rites (funeral or cremation) with 
your own hands like he were your own father, and gave him salvation?" (5). 

[This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 29—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 33.] 
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Sabari was a woman of low caste, ignorant and stupid, who was castigated and 
expelled by the society as well as excommunicated by the Vedas. [The Vedas did not 
sanction any means which could lead her to salvation; so she was exiled to spend the 
rest of her life as a recluse in a forest.] But realising her predicament, and her true 
faith, devotion and affection, Sri Ram had given her his Darshan (divine viewing) and 
had liberated her.? (6). 

[This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 36.] 


When Sugriv, the monkey, was overwhelmed by fear caused to him by his brother 
Baali and came calling to seek refuge/shelter (i.e., your help) at your holy feet, you 
could not bear the extreme sorrows and miseries of your servant (refugee, follower, 
subordinate) and killed Baali even in the face of ignominy and life-long blame.? (7). 

[Baali had not caused any direct harm to Sri Ram, nor any other grave sin 
which deserved such a severe capital punishment as death. The quarrel with Sugriv 
was a simple case of siblings fighting one another. As for Baali usurping Sugriv's 
wife, the latter did the same thing once he became the king after Baali's death. The 
killing of Baali was an ignominous blemish on Sri Ram for the rest of his life though 
it is true that Baali was granted emancipation and salvation by the Lord when he 
died. 

This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kiskhindha Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 4—to #Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 
I 


Vibhishan was the brother of the demon enemy Ravana who was a cruel demon by 
birth; what devotion or worship worth the name had he done? But as soon as he came 
(as a refugee) at your holy feet, you came forward to welcome him and embraced him 
with open, outstretched arms. (8). 

["This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50.] 


The monkeys and bears are so sinful, vile and evil that it is inauspicious even to 
pronounce their names; but oh Lord, you had made even those sinners pure and 
respectful. The Vedas are witness to it, and this is your glory, fame and grace.’ (9). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 18.] 


How far can I say? There are numerous such distressed, miserable and humble ones 
whose miseries, troubles and tribulations have been removed by you, but I don't 
know why you have forgotten to show the same mercy and graciousness towards this 
Tulsidas who is bound by the sinful and perverting shackles of Kaliyug? (10). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 18.] 


[Note— Tulsidas highlights Sri Ram's mercy, grace, benevolence, benefaction, 
benediction, munificence and magnanimity towards all and sundry, especially his 
devotees, in this verse. ] 


3K 2K 2 28 K K K 


618 


(7.17) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
174: 


Who is a True Companion 


(174) 


ore Aa A xra-388l | 

afer ate / at wife we qp wm, Tet RA wget | 11 ll 
asa füdr veers, RAA dy ard Feat! 
af po deal od maA E, 44 44—HTCPRNĪ | |2 || 
ad de wap aud Yer Gea wel cii 

sort het sith wife we, dean Hel Het AlI] 
dort dp wa AA RA fea Ga ud BRI 
smi SRI we «aug, veal db BART 141 


(174) 


jaké priya na rama-baidehi. 

tajiyé tahi/so chamdiyé koti bairī sama, jadyapi parama sanéhi. 1. 
tajyo pita prahalada, bibhisana bandhu, bharata mahatārī. 

bali guru tajyo kanta braja-banitanhi, bhaye muda-mangalakārī. 2. 
nate nēha ramaké maniyata suhrda susēbya jaham lau. 

anjana kaha amkhi jehi phūtai, bahutaka kahaum kaham laum. 3. 
talasi so saba bhamti parama hita püjya pranate pyaro 

jasom hoya saneha rama-pada, eto mato hamaro. 4. 


Verse no. 174—Those who do not have love, affection and devotion for Lord Sri Ram 
and Sita (who is also known as Vaidehi; rāma-baidēhī) should be abandoned and 
forsaken, with one having nothing to do with them as if they were like millions of 
enemies combined, though they might be most dear and near to one’s self! (1). 

[To wit, for one's own spiritual welfare and good it is advisable that one 
should keep company with those people who have devotion and affection for Lord 
Ram, and to keep away from those who have no sense of devotion for the Lord. 

The former sort of company would help the seeker in his quest for liberation 
and deliverance from this mundane world with its attendent miseries and torments, 
and at the same time give him eternal peace and calmness. On the other hand, the 
latter type of relationship only strengthens the fetters that bind the creature to this 
gross world, and drags him into the vortex of miseries and problems associated with 
humdrum existence. 

Therefore, a wise person would treat the former company as the one which is 
very dear to him and like a true friend who is eager to help him in reaching his 
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destination in right earnest, while keeping away from the latter sort of company as if it 
consists of his arch enemies who are eager to lead him to his ruin.] 


(For example) Prahalad had abandoned his father (demon Hiranyakashipu), Vibhishan 
his brother (Ravana) Bharat his mother (Kaikeyi) king Bali his Guru (sage 
Sukracharaya) and the milkmaids (Gopies) of Vrindavan their respective 
husbands/— because they were proving a hindrance in their spiritual efforts and 
creating an obstruction in their expression of love, devotion and worship for their 
respective Lords. 

By this act of theirs they acquired good name, immense fame and great glory 
instead of inviting any ignominy or criticism for their having abandoned their own 
kith and kin in favour of someone else (in this case the *Lord"). 

Indeed, all of them became highly pure, revered and venerated in the world; 
they became auspicious and renowned (2). 

[ See note at the end of this verse. ] 


Each and every person who is honoured, adored and revered in this world, who is 
considered as being one’s true friend and well-wisher with whom one ought to 
establish good relationships—verily, all of them owe to Lord Ram the credit for their 
glory, for the honour bestowed upon them and for their exalted stature as being 
universally favoured and beneficial for all the creatures, ones who are worthy of 
establishing relationship with. 

Forsooth and without any gainsay, all good relations that has ever existed in 
this world, and all those who are worthy of being praised, revered and honoured—all 
of them are recognised as such only due to the common relationship of love, devotion 
and affection that they have with Lord Sri Ram. 

Now, what more can I (Tulsidas) say; what is the use of applying an eye- 
ointment which results in blindness? (3). 

[The ‘eye-ointment’ here is a metaphor that refers to those people whom a 
person considers as his close kith and kin or friend and associate—such as one's 
parents, brothers, friends, a Guru or teacher and moral preceptor, and so on. Just like 
the ointment is in close touch with the eye, these people are also in close contact with 
the person concerned and have a direct intercourse with him in his day-to-day life. 
But if these companions have no faith and devotion for Lord God, if they have no 
spiritual inclination in them, if they are only interested in the person because he serves 
their self interest and fulfils their needs vis-à-vis the material things of this gross 
world, then they are best avoided by a wise person. 

Say, what is the use of applying an eye ointment that would make a person 
blind instead of improving his vision? Is it not wiser to stay away from it?] 


Oh Tulsidas! He, whose company or teachings results in establishing love, affection 
and devotion towards the holy feet of Lord Sri Ram—well, he is the one who is our 
best well-wisher and benefactor, who is to be revered, honoured and venerated, and 
such a person is more dear to the heart than the life itself? At least, this is my 
(Tulsidas') view; it is my well considered opinion after weighing all the pros and cons 


(4). 
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[Note— Prahalad was a great devotee of Lord Vishnu, but his demon father did not 
like it. So Prahalad defied his father and continued to have devotion for the Lord. His 
father was ultimately killed by Lord Vishnu in his incarnation as Lord Narsingh when 
he tried to kill Prahalad by a sword. 


Vibhishan was the younger brother of the demon king Ravana of Lanka. He 
abandoned is brother when the latter developed animosity with Lord Ram. 


Bharat was the younger step-brother of Lord Ram. His mother Kaikeyi, on the 
instigation of one of her trusted maids called Manthara, the Hunch-Back, had wanted 
to make her son Bharat as the King of Ayodhya instead of the rightful heir, Lord Ram. 
Manthara and Kaikeyi conspired, and the latter prevailed upon her husband, King 
Dasrath who was Lord Ram's father, to send the Lord to fourteen years of forest exile 
and anoint her son Bharat on the throne instead. Lord Ram obediently went to the 
forest, but when Bharat came back to Ayodhya from his maternal uncle's place and 
came to know about the developments, especially the fact that the entire conspiracy 
was his mother's wickedness and it was to make him the king, he sternly rebuked her 
and scolded her in harshest terms, making it clear that he would never at all accept the 
crown at any cost as it belonged to his dearest brother Lord Ram. 

Thereafter, as long as he lived, Bharat did not see Kaikeyi's face even once— 
i.e. since she had opposed Lord Ram, Bharat decided to abandon her for life inspite of 
the fact that she was his mother and did everything for him so that he could become a 
king and enjoy the comforts and glory of the kingdom. This story is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
22—to Doha no. 79; (ii) from Doha no. 157—to Doha no. 183. 

In Tulsidas’ Book 'Geetawali' it is clearly said that “Bharat never talked with 
his mother Kaikeyi for the rest of his life". Refer: Geetawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 
37. 


King Bali was renowned for his charity. When Vishnu, disguised as a dwarf 
Brahmin, asked him for land measurable by his 3 steps, Bali readily agreed. But his 
Guru, Sukracharya, who saw through Vishnu's cunning trick, cautioned Bali of what 
was in fact the treacherous intention of Vishnu, and asked him to retract from his 
vows. Bali refused on grounds of righteousness and probity. With the welfare of his 
disciple in his heart, Sukracharya assumed a miniature form and clogged the spout of 
the Kamandalu (kettle like pot) of water needed to perform the ritual associated with a 
formal vow. Vishnu got annoyed and poked a straw up the nozzle of the spout to 
unclog it. It is said that Sukracharya's one eye got blinded by it. Ever since, a one- 
eyed, crooked and cunning person is given the epithet of ‘Sukracharya’ because the 
latter was the Guru of demons. Bali lost his terrestrial kingdom, was made the king of 
subterranean realm and Vishnu was so pleased with his determination to uphold the 
virtues of righteousness and probity by not breaking his vows inspite of being warned, 
that he became his gatekeeper there. 


The milkmaids of Vrindavan loved Lord Krishna so dearly that they would not 
pay heed to their husbands when they tried to dissuade them from showing overt 
affection for the Lord as it would seem immodest. ] 
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(7.18) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
175: 


Life is futile without devotion for Lord Sri Rama 


(175) 


sir 8 vei / TA Waa ATT | 

cit R GR Hx wp TA gar forse oT ret | |1 11 
PIN, sie, Wa, CNH, “la, HU, Weg, WIRT Gael | 

"jw ce pog Wed, wp we Reds | 12 11 
RW WM, We gered aad FA Wess | 
faq Rm Šad? Pa Tet el Hoag! 131! 
PRA, ea, ordi, fa owfen via wea wen 
ger wy A ea TT SAT |411 


(175) 


jo pai rahani/lagana ramasom nahim. 

tau nara khara kükara sukara sama brtha jiyata jaga mahim. 1. 
kama, krodha, mada, lobha, ninda, bhaya, bhükha, pyasa sabahiké. 
manuja deha sura-sadhu sarahata, so saneha siya-pike. 2. 

sura, sujana, supüta sulacchana ganiyata guna garu'ā'i. 

binu haribhajana imdarunaké phala tajata nahim karu'āī. 3. 

kirati, kula, karatüti, bhüti bhali, sila sarüpa salone. 

tulasī prabhu-anuraga-rahita jasa salana saga alone. 4. 


Verse no. 175—[This verse continues the idea expounded in the previous verse no. 
174 regarding relationships that one should develop, and those that one should better 
avoid. Here, emphasise is given on the importance of having devotion, faith and 
affection for Lord Ram as an overding criterion for being worthy of honour in this 
world and being eligible for becoming friends of others. ] 


Those who do not have love, affection, faith and devotion for Lord Sri Ram live a 
futile, worthless and dishonourable life like that of a dog, an ass and a swine. [To wit, 
their lives are like animals that spend their lifetimes in feeding their stomach and 
trying to fulfil the needs of their sense organs without doing anything else to their 
credit.] (1). 


622 


Every single creature who has a gross body is bound to have some of the negative 
traits that are common to all living beings; they are present in animals as well as in 
humans no matter how high a person may be. Some of these negativities are the 
following—lust, desire and passions (Kama), anger, vengeance and wrathfulness 
(krodha), arrogance, haughtiness, ego, vanity and pride (mada), greed, rapacity and 
cravings (lobha), a tendency to be alert at finding fault with others while sleeping 
over their own burden of shortcomings; or to have a natural desire to sleep (ninda), 
having groundless fears and imaginary apprehensions (that lead them to be suspicious 
of everyone around, fear of death and birth, and so on) (bhaya), as well as hunger and 
thirst (which are natural demands of the gross body that dominate their existence, and 
all their attention and efforts are diverted to overcome these two natural 
characteristics of the body) (bhükha, pyasa). 

That is to say, even a human body possesses these negative traits in a natural 
way just like the of animals who too have them. But inspite of this (1.e. despite such 
similarity between a human body and that of an animal), the reason for which the 
human body is so much praised over that of an animal and sought after by the exalted 
gods, saints and sages is, however, different—it is the glorious virtue of devotion, 
faith, affection and love for Lord Ram that is made possible via the medium of the 
human body that makes it so praise worthy and an object of honour and respect by all 
the creatures in this world. 

[To wit, the only worth of having a human body is to have love, faith and 
devotion for the Lord. Otherwise, the human form is not any better than the body of a 
dog, an ass or a swine.] (2). 


A son, who is most valiant, very clever and obedient to his parents, and possesses 
good characters and excellent virtues, may be regarded as the best and the most 
honourable in the society, but if he does not have devotion and affection for the Lord 
and does not chant his holy name, then he is like the fruit of ‘imdaruna’ creeper (a 
*wild-gourd', cucurbita or colocynth/Citrullus colocynthis, usually used for decorative 
purpose and as a herb for medicinal use) which does not abandon its bitter taste 
inspite of its beautiful and attractive appearance. [To wit, there is no use of having a 
son who is demonic by nature and opposed to the Lord God inspite of his having other 
excellent characters and virtues.] (3). 


Having great fame and an excellent reputation with a good name in this world (kirati), 
being born in a high class family with a good pedigree (kula), doing good deeds and 
acting righteously (karatüti), possessing immense good characters and powers and 
authority as well as being courteous, polite and modest (bhuti bhali sila), or having a 
handsome, strong and beautiful body (sarüpa saloné)—-verily, Tulsidas says that if a 
person lacks love, affection, devotion and faith in Lord Ram then all these possessions 
and qualities are worthless, useless and bland like cooked vegetables are without the 
addition of salt. 

[To wit, if salt is not added to a cooked vegetable dish, it would have no 
appeal and taste bland no matter how excellent was the raw material that was used to 
prepare this dish, or how excellently it was cooked, or how expert the cook was. 
Likewise, if a person does not have the grand quality of love, devotion and faith in 
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Lord Ram, then no matter what other qualities he possesses, he would deserve no 
honour and praise.] (4). 


LLLLLLLLLLII 


(7.19) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika', verse no. 
179: 


Lord Rama is the only Helper and Well-wisher 
Raga Bilavala 


(179) 


het US, enl egi, GH xpi AAT | 
Aya get fd ua seat || 
wT GMT R RA UR | 
fnm see grm dv 2I 
TRH GR PST Ta. AT | 

Hi GRIPA NL di Aa GTA P | |311 
HN GX GRA GI GIS! sere | 

fea agra d pear ver eme | |4 | | 
geiler R $p aa, «fer ei 

mya Rce A-ya ST 15 || 


(179) 


kaham ja'um, kasom kahaum, kauna sunai dinaki. 
tribhuvana tuhī gati saba angahinaki. 1. 

jaga jagadisa ghara gharani ghanere haim. 
niradharake adhara gunagana tere hairn. 2. 
gajaraja-kaja khagaraja taji dhayo ko. 

mose dosa-kosa pose, tose maya jayo ko. 3. 
mose küra kayara kupüta kauri adhake. 

kiye bahumola taim karaiya gīdha-srādhakē. 4. 
tulasiki tērē hī banaye, bali, banaigī. 

prabhuki bilamba-amba dosa-dukha janaigi. 5. 


Verse no. 179—[Tulsidas pleads with Lord Ram—] Where can I go? Before whom 
should I plead? Who would listen to this impoverished pauper (who lacks all means 
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and resources)? For a person who is resourceless and helpless like me, the only 
destination and succour is you (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) (1). 


The world has a lot many ‘jagadisa’ in virtually every household. [That is to say, 
there are countless gods and custodians in this world. The word ‘jagadisa’ means a 
lord or god.] 

But for someone who is completely devoid of resources and is utterly hapless, 
singing the glories and fame of Lord Sri Ram is the only recourse and means of 
getting support.! (2). 

[To wit, a person who is without any worldly resources by which he can do 
any meritorious deed that would help him accumulate some good reward, if he has no 
spiritual merit worth the name either, if he lacks the wherewithal for getting liberation 
and deliverance from this gross world of miseries and pains, then for such a person 
the only avenue open is Lord Ram's holy name and the path of having devotion and 
love for the Lord. There is no other way. The gods expect that a person does good 
deeds in his life and makes offerings to them if he wants these gods to be benevolent 
upon him. For a person who lacks all worldly resources, it is impossible to do deeds 
such as making charities or doing sacrifices that would please the gods. He may not 
be intelligent enough to read the scriptures and follow their instructions in full; he 
may have so many worldly obligations to fulfil that it is well nigh impossible for him 
to do mediatation or renounce the world or remain detached from its affairs. 

In this scenario, the only hope lies in surrendering to Lord Ram and 
inculcating devotion for the Lord. It comes without any strings attached, is easy to 
practice, and its rewards are stupendous.] 


To save the Elephant (from the jaws of the crocodile), who else would have jumped 
off his mount Garuda (the celestial Eagle) and rush forward (because Garuda was too 
slow for the urgency of the occasion)? 

You have sustained and taken care of even me (Tulsidas) who is a treasury of 
sins, vices and evil deeds—is there any one other such benefactor and well-wisher, 
except you, that has ever been given birth by any mother in this world?” (3). 

[ The Elephant was called ‘Gaja’. Once while he was bathing in a river, a 
crocodile caught hold of his legs and started dragging him inside the water. Gaja tried 
all his might to save himself, but failed. When he was just about to drown, he held a 
lotus in his trunk and offered it to Lord Vishnu, pleading the Lord to save him from 
certain death. When Lord Vishnu heard his cry, he mounted his vehicle, the Garud, 
and dashed forward to save the Elephant. But time was running out and the Garud was 
too slow. So the Lord jumped off Garud's back and revealed himself instantly at the 
place where the Elephant was. Then the Lord threw his discus and cut-off the head of 
the crocodile, thus saving the Gaja's life. 

?Here Tulsidas means that there is no one as benevolent, gracious, kind and 
forgiving as Lord Ram who provides liberation and deliverance to even the most 
sinful of creatures. And the wonder of it is that the Lord does it selflessly and without 
delay as exemplified by the example of the Elephant.] 
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Oh Lord (Sri Ram) who had performed the last rites (cremation) of the vulture J atau’! 
You have made a valuable person out of me who is actually so cruel (Küra), coward 
(kāyara), an unworthy son (kupüta), and a person who is worthless like a half-pence 
(kaurī ādhakē)! (4). 

(‘Lord Ram did not demur from performing the last rites of a vulture named 
Jatau though he was a cadaver-eating bird because Jatau had devotion for the Lord.] 


Verily oh Lord, I submit truthfully, in all humility and with full conviction that the 
misdeeds, the misdemeanours and the maleficence of Tulsidas, and their resultant evil 
effects that cloud his future and eclipse his chances of getting peace and happiness, 
can be undone (or rectified) only by you. 

If you delay in liberating me and providing succour to me, then this body-like 
mother of mine would give birth to sorrows, miseries, torments and tribulations of all 
sorts.? (5). 

[To wit, oh Lord if you do not show your mercy soon and extricate Tulsidas 
from the quagmire of the world and the eddy of the whirlpool-like mundane existence, 
then he would be sorrounded by hordes of sins, vices, evils and other types of 
corruptions, immoralities and turpitudes from which he would find himself impossible 
to be freed. Oh Lord, it would be uncharacteristic of you and would give you a very 
bad name should Tulsidas suffer from any of the torments associated with this 
mundane existence inspite of his praying to you and surrendering himself to you. So 
oh Lord, be quick in helping him out of his miseries.] 


KKK K K KK K K K K 


(7.20) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
189: 


The Palanquin/The Pilgrim's Journey 


Raga Gauri 


(189) 


WA Hed "e WA Hed Ad, WA Hed Aq WIS | 

q dr wea-qurR ae uWé, wed ed efe XIN 11 
da WIA VISI WIS sons, Ua flats were Y | 

gals ed oR afta aada da Ale fay siem 21 12 1 
fava PER m-ra- deīfē A US FERT VI 

"a facie oR aapa UIS Ga APART XINI 
PIC GI West ced orale os Wm Y| 

oe ue femp GR du de Mot ae A Ue AMS VWI | 
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ART SH, GT Ale aci, AS WHS Yor | 
Gakiart waa Beg std, EIE WA Gre X |15 || 


(189) 


rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu, rama kahata calu bha' re. 
nahirn tau bhava-begari mahant parihai, chūtata ati kathina"i re. 1. 
bāmsa purāna saja saba athakatha, sarala tikona khatola rē. 
hamahim dihala kari kutila karamacamida manda mola binu dola re. 2. 
bisama kahāra māra-mada-mātē calahirh na pā'um batora re. 

manda bilanda abhera dalakana pa'iya dukha jhakajhora re. 3. 

kamta kurāya lapétana lotana thavahim thā'um bajha'ü re. 

jasa jasa caliya dūri tasa tasa nija basa na bhenta lagā'ū re. 4. 
maraga agama, sanga nahim sambala, nā'um ga'umkara bhūlā re. 
tulasidasa bhava-trasa harahu aba, hohu rama anuküla re. 5. 


Verse no. 189—{In this wonderful verse, Tulsidas uses the metaphor of the Palanquin 
and its Bearers to describe the journey of the soul through various lives in this 
mundane world. 

The Palanquin is an ancient mode of carrying passengers, especially members 
of the nobility, by bearers who carry this frame on their shoulders. It is a covered 
wooden vehicle, a carriage or a litter, with a framework that consists of a small bed or 
a few seats to seat the passenger, and this private space is enclosed by curtains on the 
sides. It is meant to carry one or two passengers, held aloft by two horizontal bamboo 
poles that are borne by bearers on their shoulders, usually in groups of four or six 
persons on each side, one group in the front and the other in the rear to lift and carry 
the carriage forward. 

The bearer, like a beast of burden, has to carry this load for as long as he lives 
as it is his only livelihood to which he is seemingly bound by virtue of his destiny. It 
is a very tiresome and difficult job to do as long distances are to be covered while 
carrying this burden on one's shoulders and walking on foot, often on rough terrains 
and harsh weather conditions, the task being made all the more difficult with the fear 
of punishment if the passenger, who is usually a member of the nobility and a rich 
person who are more often than not haughty, inconsiderate and of a whimsical nature, 
becomes angry at the bearers if they do not walk properly and the carriage swings 
uncomfortably for the rider. 

But the poor bearer finds himself in a quandary: What will he do and how will 
he feed his own stomach if he does not carry the Palanquin, for this is the only thing 
he is destined to do and the only vocation he knows of due to his ill-fate? Well of 
course, if he is determined to break free from this serfdom or bondage to which he is 
seemingly bound for life, he can very well do it by learning some other skills to free 
and sustain himself. And if he indeed breaks free from the compulsion of carrying this 
heavy burden, he finds a lot of comfort, happiness and ease in his life. 

This is what is hinted in this verse—if the soul is determined to break free 
from the cycle of birth and death and its incumbent miseries and horrors, it can easily 
do it, and the safest and the surest method which does not require special skills is to 
have love, devotion and faith in Lord Ram. This idea is the central theme of this 
verse. 
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The bearers of this vehicle often sing some folk songs to break the monotony 
of the long journey as they tread along on their tedious path. Tulsidas advises the 
creature that his life is also like this journey, and he has to cover it on foot himself, i.e. 
he has to endure all the accompanying miseries and troubles of his life himself. If he 
wants to redeem himself and ensure that in the future he must not carry this burden 
again, then why does he not chant Lord Ram's holy name, which is the great 
redeemer and provider of freedom from the cycle of birth and death, even as he goes 
about his daily grind in life in the usual way? If he does so, liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation would come to him unasked for and very easily. 

In this metaphor, the soul is the ‘passenger’, the body is the ‘Palanquin’, the 
creature is the *bearer'.] 


*Oh brother! (I advise you that you must) Go on chanting Lord Sri Ram's holy name 
repeatedly (while you do your daily chores), because otherwise you'll be caught 
(trapped) in the slavery (bondage, fetters of surfage) of this mundane world (i.e. in the 
myriad numbers of duties, responsibilities, allurements, sorrows, worries etc.) which 
would be too difficult for you to shed (i.e. it would be too difficult for you to get 
freedom from the shackles of this gross mundane world).' (1). 

['It may be possible to break free from the slavery or serfage of a landlord or a 
king, but the vicious circle or cycle of birth and death in this mundane world is so 
strong that it will continue to trap you till the time true wisdom and true knowledge of 
the essence of the soul dawns upon you. To wit, till the time you do not become self- 
realised and enlightened enough to voluntarily renounce this world and its tempting 
attachments, you will continue to remain trapped in this vicious cycle of birth and 
death, and suffer endlessly from its incumbent miseries and horrors. 

But oh brother, if you use the shield of Lord Sri Ram's holy and divine name 
then the enemies in the form of ‘Maya’ (a personified form of delusions and their 
associated prolems in this mundane world) would not be able to enlist you as a slave. 
That is to say, Maya and its spin-off problems would not disturb you in the least. The 
delusory effects of this gross material world that seems to give you pleasures and 
comforts from enjoying its sensual objects that land you in a never-ending chain of 
problems that rob you of all peace and happiness would leave you alone. 

This is because Maya is unable to wield her influence or spell on the servants 
or devotees of Lord Sri Ram, she being herself a maid of the Lord. This exemption is 
assured by Lord Sri Ram's name, and it is a guaranteed by the Lord himself—refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 71. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 45, (it) Doha no. 
46 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that 
precedes Doha no. 59; (iv) from Chaupai line nos. 7 that precedes Doha no. 70—to 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 72; (v) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 90; and (vi) from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 116—to Doha 
no. 120. 

All the above cited verses endorse the principle laid out in this present verse 
no. 189 of Vinai Patrika.] 


The cunning and wicked *karamacamida" has given us a very bad and dirty 
*khatola?? free of cost" to ride in it during our journey through life. 

Unfortunately this ugly and troublesome khatola has two old and worn-out 
rotten bamboo poles (*bārrisa purana') attached to it, to lift and carry it forward”. All 


628 


its accoutrements, decorations and furnishings are haphazard, odd and untasteful (saja 
saba athakatha)*, and the three seats provided in it are bare of even basic comfort 
(sarala tikOna)’. (2). 

[-Karamacarmida is a personified form of our evil past deeds and their 
incumbent negative effects; this term is used as a derogatory epithet for someone 
whom we loathe but can't avoid dealing with. 

The ‘soul’ or the ‘Atma’ of a creature is his ‘true self’, his ‘true identity’. The 
creature dies and the Atma assumes a new body in its next birth, and the body that it 
is assigned is dependent upon the net effect of the aggregate of all the deeds it has 
done in its previous life. So it 1s possible that in its previous life a creature was born in 
a high family, but in the next birth he can be condemned to some lower form of life, 
say as a dog or a pig. It is because the deeds that this person had done while alive 
were so sinful and despicable that he had to be punished for them in the form of a 
lower life in his next birth. This works on the simple theory of action and result, or the 
doctrine of Karma which states essentially that a person reaps what he sows. 

"The word ‘us’ refers to the creature, the living being in general. And the true 
identity of this creature is his Atma or his soul which is *pure consciousness' and a 
subtle entity, and not the gross body that is physically present in the world and 
interacts with it. The ‘body’ is merely a vehicle or the ‘palanquin’ or the ‘khatola’ 
that carries the soul in its journey through life in this world. This so called ‘khatola’ 
is a storehouse of numerous problems that cause constant irritation for the soul and 
keeps the latter agitated. The soul's journey through life is a repertory of countless 
miseries, unending grief, pains and tribulations of myriad kinds. 

The construction of this khatola that represents the creature's body is most 
despicable and ugly as it consists of nothing else but mucous, bones, veins, blood, 
stool, urine etc. Besides its physical construction, the body is full of negative qualities 
and characters, is prone to committing sins and evil deeds, and is more attracted to 
vices and tempted by evil forces than to good things and righteousness. This 
*khatola' is dirty inasmuch as it lacks spiritual hygine in the way of devotion, faith 
and love for the Lord God. 

“The khat6la or the gross body has been given to us, the ‘creature’, free-of- 
cost so that we grab it greedily as is our natural habit of accepting whatever is offered 
free of cost to us, inspite of knowing that this particular vehicle, the body, is full of 
inherent problems and causes so much misery to the rider, the soul. Ironically, the 
creature loves this ugly khatola because it helps the creature to enjoy the comforts 
and pleasures offered by the sense objects of the world and thereby gratify his natural 
urges irrespective of the fact that this causes more heartburn for him in the long run. 

"The old and worn out ‘bamboo poles’ refer to the two negative qualities 
inherent in the creature, viz. 'Avidya' and ‘Moha’ which means ‘ignorance of the 
reality’ and ‘delusions that create attachments and longings for the world’ 
respectively. All sorts of ignorance, illusions, halluncinations, bewilderments etc. 
come under this category. These two negative qualities of Avidya and Moha control 
everything the creature does or thinks vis-a-vis the gross material world. 

If the bamboo poles do not lift the ‘khatola’, it will rest quietly on the ground. 
Similarly, if these two negative virtues do not disturb the creature, the latter would 
live in peace and be happy even while living in this world. 

ŠThe 'saja saba’, ie. the various ugly accoutrements, decorations and 
furnishings in this vehicle symbolised by the body refer to the countless 
shortcomings, flaws, faults and defects that it possesses. These are many, some of 
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them are Kaam (passions), Krodha (anger) Lobha (greed; rapacity), Mada 
(arrogance), Moha (attachments), Aviveka or Agyan (ignorance), Matsarya (jealousy, 
ill-will), Virodha (opposition and animosity), Bhaya (fear), and so on and so forth. All 
these factors add to the discomfiture caused to the soul that is already suffering from 
the decrepit condition of the ugly and uncomfortable *khatola'. 

They all refer to the various evil tendencies of the mind which result in the 
body doing evil deeds and the creature is compulsively pushed forward on an evil 
path. 

"The ‘sarala tikēna” refers to the three bare seats provided in this *khatola'. 
Usually the seat is cushioned and made reasonably comfortable for the rider, but here 
it is simply exposed rough wooden plank. These ‘three seats’ refer to the three 
rewards a person gets for all his deeds done in this life, viz. ‘Artha’ or financial gains, 
‘Kaam’ or fulfilment of desires, and ‘Sakaam Dharma’ or attaining worldly glory. 
They are likened to a ‘seat’ because the person is recognised and known by them; he 
rides on the glory and name acquired by these three rewards of his deeds. 

It ought to be noted here that the fourth reward which would actually give the 
rider, the ‘soul’, peace and happiness is ‘Moksha’ or emanciation and salvation, 
which this ‘khatola’ lacks. 

The ‘tikOna’ may also refer to the three windows or doors of this ‘khatola’ 
through which the rider, in this case the ‘soul’, looks out to the world and sets its 
destination or direction where it wants to go. They appear deceptively 'sarala' or 
simple because they are easy to achieve but do not give any worthwhile result for the 
long term good of the soul. The body remains engrossed in pursuing wealth, 
fulfilment of worldly desires, or acquiring fame and name by successful 
accomplishments in different fields. But they are ‘deceptive’ inasmuch as they have 
no sustainable benefit for the welfare of the soul either in this life or in the next.] 


The Bearers of this Palanquin (called ‘kahara’) are ill-trained and odd in number and 
extremely difficult to keep in order (bisama). The problem is further compounded by 
their being rogue and drunk with haughtiness and arrogance (mara-mada-maté) so 
much so that they can’t walk properly and in step with each other (calahirn na pa'urm 
batora rē).* 

The result is that the palanquin moves ahead in an erratic and jerky manner, 
sometimes too swiftly, sometimes too slowly, sometimes it swings upwards, 
sometimes plunges awkwardly downwards, and often times it sways to the left and the 
right (manda bilanda abhera dalakana), causing the palanquin to toss and rock 
violently which causes extreme discomfort to the rider (the soul; pa'iya dukha 
jhakajhora re) (3). 

['Usually there are three pairs of bearers in the front and rear to lift the 
palanquin evenly so that it moves ahead smoothly. They are well trained and orderly 
in their movement. But the ‘bearers’ of this symbolic ‘khatola’ are only five in 
number, some are in pairs and some single, viz. the five sense organs of the body, 
such as the ears and the eyes which are in pairs, as well as the nose, the tongue and 
the skin which are single. The ‘khatola’ symbolised by the body is therefore 
asymmetrically made, and its movement is likewise odd and uncomfortable. The 
*movement' here refers to the tendency of these above five organs of perception to 
reach out for their respective objects in the external world. 

That is, the ‘eye’ wants to see things in the world; the ‘ear’ similarly wants to 
hear sounds arising in the outside world; the nose wishes to smell the fragrances of 
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the world; the tongue wants to taste its things; and the skin wishes to feel the 
sensations of this world. In order to fulfil their desires, they have to ‘reach out’ or go 
out into the world. Once they do so, they feel tempted to move in the direction that 
appeals to them, dragging the unwilling but helpless soul behind them into the web of 
miseries and pain that result from the waywardness of these five organs. 

Since these five organs would not listen to any sane advice given to them like 
a drunkard who refuses to hear to any reasoning, the symbolic bearers of this 
palanquin move ahead with an unsteady and disbalanced gait, rocking the ‘khatola’ 
to and fro. 

Now, since the ‘khatola’ itself is old and decrepit, it cannot complain against 
the bearers who don't and can't walk in a balanced, uniform and steady gait. 
Therefore, the body sometimes does good deeds and sometimes evil deeds in an 
unpredicatable manner, in an almost impulsive way. The five sense organs of speech, 
touch, smell, hearing and sight do not work in sync or harmony with each other. The 
resultant tugs and pulls are making life hell for the soul who rides this palanquin 
symbolised by the body of the creature.] 


The path is also not smooth as it is strewn here and there (thavahirn tha'um) with 
sharp thorns, stones and rocks, as well as with creepers and undergrowth (kamta 
kuraya lapetana lotana) that tangle the feet of the bearers and hinder their progress 
(bajha'ü ré)’, adding to the troubles and miseries of the rider. 

The more he moves ahead on this intractable forest path with its amazing array 
of illusions and distractions that cause a lot of heartburn to the rider, the further away 
he gets from his own homestead (where he would have got a lot of peace and 
happiness) (jasa jasa caliya düri tasa tasa). He seems lost in this forest, with no 
one to show him the path (nija basa na bhénta laga'ü ré).'° (4). 

[In other words, in addition to the problems inherent to the body, there are 
untold numbers of existential problems in this world over which the creature has no 
control, but they can't be avoided or wished away if the creature has to survive in this 
world. So he has to cope with them and their whimsical nature. Some of these 
problems are related to other creatures, some to the evil stars, and still others to the 
fact that the individual is unble to adjust himself to his surroundings because of his 
stubborness. 

Here, the ‘thorns’ symbolise the miseries created by the sensual attractions of 
the material sense objects of the world; the different oppositions and adversities faced 
by the creature in attainment of his goal are like the many ‘stones and rocks’ that 
hinder his progress; the countless forms of lust, passions, attachments, infatuations 
and attractions that bind the creature to so many relationships that he develops in this 
world are like the ‘creepers and the undergrowth’ that tie the feet of the palanquin 
bearers. 

To wit, the creature's path to salvation and emancipation is littered with 
thorns, sharp edged stones as well as poisonous creepers in the shape of various 
attachments, allurments, temptations and enticements of this world that cling to him 
like dirt covering the body during a long journey, and they cause immense hurdles, 
agonies and discomfiture to the traveller. 

These hurdles force the palanquin to stop here and there. That is, the body is 
unable to reach its destination of devotion, worship, doing good and noble deeds etc. 
because of the hindrances caused by the tugs and pulls of this mundane world. 

Here, the person's own home refers to the realisation that his true ‘self’, 
which is pure consciousness and an image of the cosmic Consciousness as well as a 
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source of peace and happiness, resides in his own heart, and that it 1s futile to search 
for peace and happiness in the outside world because these virtues can be found 
within one's own self. The truthful destination for the soul is finding emancipation 
and salvation for its self and breaking free from the vicious cycle of transmigration, 
and not in running after the objects of this world which would never give any 
sustainable happiness. 

The more a creature gets entangled in the world, the more he loses his peace; 
the more he allows himself to do this the stronger and more stubborn his fetters 
become, and further away from the Truth and eternal source of happiness he is drawn. 

As the mind and body go on sinking deeper into the quagmire of illusionary 
pleasures and hallucinations of this delusory world, the actual and truthful *real-self 
gets further away from the truth which recedes into the background.] 


Verily indeed, this path (through life in this mundane world) is very horrible and full 
of hurdles as described herein above (maraga agama), and there is no able 
companion to help out (satga nahin sambala)'!, and the creature is so confused 
and overwhelmed with fear that he has lost the way to his destination (nā'um” 
gā'urrikara bhüla re)". 

Tulsidas requests his merciful Lord Ram that in this precarious situation in 
which the soul has found itself, the Lord should now step in and show his grace and 
favour to it (hohu rama anuküla ré) by giving it relief from its torments and free it 
from the horrors of this transmigratory world (bhava-trasa harahu aba)". (5). 

[ "There is no one to show the right path, too. Everyone in this world is driven 
by self-interest, and no one bothers about the suffering of the other person and his 
welfare. So if the miserable creature fails to have company of saints and pious people 
who would show him the correct path that would be for his real good, then the 
creature is as good as being lost in a wild forest with no companion and hope of ever 
seeing his home where he would get peace and comfort again. 

"In the confusion and chaos that surrounds the unlucky soul, it has forgotten 
about its true identity, which is not the body but pure and truthful ‘consciousness’, 
and also about its true destination, which is to find liberation and deliverance from the 
cycle of birth and death, and attain emancipation and salvation for its self, instead of 
getting involved in the affairs of this mundane world. 

One forgets the name of the destination village out of bewilderments and 
agitations which have been caused by weariness and fatigue of the journey. The soul 
in other words has forgotten the ultimate goal of life, which is attainment of the 
supreme holy feet of Lord Sri Ram, of being ‘one’ with the Lord and disrupting the 
vicious cycle or circle of birth and death for all times to come. 

5Tulsidas asks Lord Ram to please show mercy and compassion on this soul 
and remove its fears arising out of this ocean-like world of birth and death. ] 


[Note :- By using the analogy of the ‘rider’ and the ‘palanquin’, Tulsidas describes the 
consternations and the precarious conditions of the soul during its journey through 
various lives in this gross mundane world. It was foolish enough for it not to walk the 
distance, the path, on its own, 1.e., use its own discrimination and wisdom to reach the 
destination which is the Lord himself in this case. But, due to its indolent, lazy and 
lethargic habits, it thought to sit comfortably on a carrier called the human body, and 
being thus becoming dependent on it, it had to not only lose the ultimate goal or 
destination but suffer intemperately, interminably due to the wayward, reckless 
inclinations of its vehicle, which is the body in this case. Another error of the soul, or 
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the ‘true-self?, was not taking control of the steering wheel and let the vehilce we 
driven by the driver in the form of Kaliyug. What can it hope from such a driver—he 
would not only dash the vehicle somewhere, but also never let the soul ever reach its 
destination. A great and serious message is being conveyed through this analogy by 
Tulsidas. I think another suitable title for this verse could be ‘The Pilgrim's Journey'.] 
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(7.21) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika”, verse no. 
198: 


The Golden Opportunity which shouldn’t be missed 


Raga Bhairavi 


(198) 


Ha dfede aaa NA | 

Gray 4g Ug SRT A HM, qq4 aw Ss dili 
WENISTE, eases Smfa JI wu 4 Ie seid | 

84—81 PR g-a Gar, sit aot fà NAINI 
yaa AR oi RR, 7 He AE deel di 

soe Ae aot umw! q x deb aael diii 
ag Aes SAR, UT OS, eun] STD oft d | 


ga of afi gendi wg, fawu—wnr ag Wb diui 


(198) 


mana pachitaihai avasara bite. 

duralabha deha pa'i haripada bhaju, karama, bacana aru hi te. 1. 
sahasabahu, dasabadana adi nrpa bace na kala balite. 
hama-hama kari dhana-dhama samvārē, anta cale uthi rite. 2. 
suta-banitadi jani svaratharata, na karu neha sabahi te. 

antahum tohim tajainge pamara! tū na tajai abahi tē. 3. 

aba nathahim anuragu, jagu jara, tyagu durasa ji te. 

bujhai kama agini tulasī kahum, bisaya-bhoga bahu ghi tē. 4. 


Verse no. 198—Oh my Mana (mind and heart)! You will have to regret and lament a 
lot if and when this oppurtunity passes away (i.e. when you miss the chance of 
obtaining salvation and emancipation even after acquiring the human body). (mana 
pachitaihai avasara bītē.)' 
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Hence, having received this rare human body (duralabha deha pa'i), you 
should worship, revere and have true and full devotion for the lotus-like holy feet of 
the Lord (Sri Ram) (haripada bhaju) with your heart in it, with all sincerity and 
honesty in whatever you do and whatever you speak (karama, bacana aru hī te.) 
(1). 

['To wit, you have got this human birth after countless births in different 
forms in the hierarchy of creation. All the good that you had done in all these lives got 
accumulated and your were rewarded with a human body in your current birth. It is a 
rare opportunity for you to get freedom from this cycle of birth and death, because 
you can do many positive and meritorious things with this human body that are not 
possible in any other form that a living being acquires in this creation. So, be wise and 
do not fritter away this chance under delusions of any kind, for if you do miss this 
golden opportunity then be sure you will have to regret and lament for generations for 
your stupidity and ignorance. 

?This fact is endorsed in Tulsidas’ epic book ‘Ram Charit Manas’, in its Uttar 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 45.] 


Even the most valiant, strong and invincible kings such as Shahastrabahu and Ravana 
etc. could not escape the jaws of Kaal (death), for they too had to die. 

All those who had been miserly hoarding and taking great care of material 
their wealth and prosperous household which they had accumulated with great 
diligence and effort over a long period of time in their lives, all the while crying ‘all 
this is mine; I possess it; it is me who has created this wealth; it's mine and no one 
else's; I would not part with it” (hama-hama kari dhana-dhama samvaré)—well, 
all such persons had to forgo every bit of it and leave everything behind as they have 
to go from here empty-handed at the time of death (and not a single farthing could be 
taken along with them from this world to the next world) (anta cale uthi rite) (2). 


Regard the son, the wife and all others as being selfish and driven by their self- 
interests (suta-banitadi jani svaratharata) Beware: Don't be attached to them 
unnecessarily (na karu neha sabahi tē). 

Oh you foolish and mean wretch (pamara)! All of them would certainly leave 
or abandon you in the end (antahum tohirn tajaingē), say then why don't you leave 
them right now (tü na tajai abahi té). (3). 

[ Why don't you shun attachments and infatuations with them when you know 
that one day all of them would leave you, or you would be forced to leave them? Why 
don't you instead have devotion, love and affection for the Lord who shall accompany 
you in your journey even beyond death, and will not betray you ever? Remember, the 
Lord is your true friend and companion in the journey of your soul through different 
births, while all other relationships that you think are yours are merely transitional 
interactions just like one meets so many strangers during a train journey only to forget 
about them once the destination station is reached. 

Why don't you understand that when the time of death comes, you alone 
would leave this world, and all others whom you had been thinking as your very own 
would stay behind. This is the best of all scenerios; in most of the cases your so-called 
kith and kin would turn away from you if they find that you can't fulfil their needs 
and live up to their expectations from you.] 
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Oh you stupid and dumb-witted fool (jara)! Wake up (‘jagu’—from the sleep of 
ignorance and delusions that has overwhelmed you and clouded your reasoning). 
Learn to be realistic by developing love and affection with someone who is your true 
friend and well-wisher, i.e. with Lord Ram (aba nathahim anuragu), and abandon 
all hopes from your heart of ever deriving pleasure and happiness from this mundane, 
illusionary, materialistic and selfish temporal world and its relationships (tyagu 
durasa ji tē). 

Oh Tulsidas (wake up and try to understand that) even as a raging fire can 
never be doused (or calmed) by pouring more Ghee (oil) into it (bujhai kama agini 
tulasī kahuni; bahu ghi tē) (i.e. it gets more intense and furious by the oil), these 
hopes and desires, which are also like a fire (Kama agini), go on escalating as more 
and more objects and comforts and pleasures of this world are acquired (bisaya- 
bhoga) (i.e. wordly desires never get satisfied; they can only be terminated by 
contentedness, detachment and renunciation). (4). 


KK KKK K K K 


(7.22) Goswami Tulsidas’? Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
204: 


Devotion and Affection for Lord Rāma's Holy Feet 


Rāga Kānharā 


(204) 


Gl 44 CT IUD SU | 

agde- ya- Aapa He WO Slat fly SIM fea SA |11 || 
ggvfed, dura, "ur, fqwu-fdwd Welg AMT He | 
Garant perd PRIGUTĀ E WI, eg, qub Be aa |1211 
qifa, freteil faa, mA- qe AH, vex | 
garia ue eng defe wa ad gu, vifé Ed! Maes | 13 || 


(204) 


jO mana lagai ramacarana asa. 

dēha-gēha-suta-bita-kalatra maham magana hota binu jatana kiyé jasa. 1. 
dvandvarahita, gatamāna, gyānarata, bisaya-birata khata'i nānā kasa. 
sukhanidhana sujana kosalapati hvai prasanna, kahu, kyom na honhi basa. 2. 
sarvabhüta-hita, nibryalika cita, bhagati-prema drrha nema, ekarasa. 
tulasidasa yaha ho'i tabahim jaba dravai 1sa, jehi hato sisadasa. 3. 


Verse no. 204—If this Mana (mind and heart) could get hitched to (i.e. could develop 
love and affection for) the lotus-like holy feet of Lord Sri Ram (jo mana lagai 
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ramacarana) in the same way as (asa, jasa) it is joyfully attached to and willingly 
indulges in (maham’ magana hota), as a matter of habit and without making any 
special effort for it (binu jatana kiyé), the body, the household, one's son, wealth 
and woman (wife) (deha-geha-suta-bita-kalatra)—well, then it (the Mana) can find 
riddance or freedom from so many countless problems that surround it from all sides 
(rahita). 

Hence, if a person is wise enough to train his Mana to follow this wise advice, 
then he can be freed from so many bewildering and profound problems that vex a 
person's spirit and create a lot of discord, confusion and doubts in his mind 
(dvandvarahita). He is freed from all sense of ego, arrogance and haughtiness 
(gatamana). He becomes self-realised and wise, pursuing nothing but enlightenment 
and Truth (gyanarata). He finds no interest in pursuing the material sense objects of 
the world that appear to give pleasures and comforts to deluded and less-enlightened 
persons, or in gratification of his sense organs, as he finds no charm in them, as a 
result of which he has developed the grand virtues of renunciation and dispassion 
within his inner-self (bisaya-birata). 

Every single charm of the material world and pride of his own body appear 
lack-lustre to him in the same way as the sweet dish that turns sour and bitter if it is 
kept in a vessel made of brass or an amalgam of copper and zinc (pkhata'i nana 
kasa). 

Well say (kahu), why would Lord Ram, the wise and graceful Lord of 
Kaushal who is a treasury of bliss and happiness (sukhanidhana sujana kosalapati) 
not become pleased and happy with such a self-realised, wise and enlightened devotee 
of his (hvai prasanna), and why would he not do the devotee's bidding; why would 
he not surrender himself before such a devoted person (kyorn na honhi basa)?! (1— 
2). 

[Lord Sri Ram feels so overwhelmed with mercy, compassion, benevolence, 
affection and dearness for such a devotee that he becomes greatly obliged to him for 
showing so great faith, love and devotion for the Lord. The Lord then feels that he 1s 
morally obliged to do whatever the devotee wishes, and therefore the Lord keeps all 
his wishes and orders. It appears that Lord Sri Ram has begun to obey his devotee 
much the same way as the devotee obeys the Lord—it becomes a two-way and mutual 
love for each other so much so that the munificent and benignant Lord cannot ignore 
any of his devotee's wishes nor of his welfare. The actual fact is that the gracious 
nature of the Lord compels him to act as if he was subservient to his own devotees.] 


A person (who has thus developed devotion and love for Lord Sri Ram's holy feet in 
the manner described above) becomes immaculate in character and exhibits 
exemplary auspicious and righteous virtues. For instance, he is sincerely and fully 
involved in the welfare and benefit of others (sarvabhüta-hita); his mind and sub- 
conscious become pious, faultless, unattached and dispassionate to everything related 
to this mundane gross existence (nibryalika cita); he becomes steady and robust in 
his devotion, love and affection for the Lord God that take firm root in his mind and 
heart (bhagati-prema drrha nema); and he becomes calm, serene, balanced and 
quiet, treating everything and all situations with equanimity and equitability so much 
so that the gravest of provocations and adversities fail to excite him (ekarasa). 
Tulsidas asserts that this exalted state of being is possible only when 
(tulasidasa yaha ho'i tabahim jaba) the Lord ("īsa”; Sri Ram), who had slayed the 
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ten-headed demon Ravana (jehi hato sīsadasa)”, becomes pleased with the creature 
and shows mercy upon him (dravai) (3). 

[By alluding to Ravana, Tulsidas means that Sri Ram can vanquish even the 
most formidable of enemies of the creature symbolised by such negative traits as evils 
vices, sins, misdeeds, perversions, selfishness, greed, anger, passions, hatred, 
jealousy, arrogance, haughtiness, and so many countless others that join hands to 
endlessly torture the helpless creature in this world. ] 


akk K k k k k K os ok 


(7.23) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
208: 


The metaphor of the Bird-catcher 


Rāga Kalyāņa 


(208) 


«mer at alt fae efe Yards | 

ART RAA afta saf} arg ammi, 
IRA MATE slat Gata Rm Ue 
farfa sR qw ax fear, 
pe-a ēka ueenfi wordt 
THAR cig CRT AA- wee, 
arg vui fqwu-fqéf genet | |2 || 
Alta uate aR wm R arae, 
ary adi weefe udi 

RH qdv wid mi-i uel, 
emu aaa, VA sedili 
ure feu spo ul Hed Ps- 

PS «IA! wari, ef Gert cardi | 
Rra arat PR are qerfe qd! 
ag sug sw dg wf ardil 411 


(208) 


natha som kauna binati kahi sunavaum. 
tribidha bidhi amita avaloki agha apane, 
sarana sanamukha hota sakuci sira navaum. 1. 
biraci haribhagatiko besa bara tatika, 
kapata-dala harita pallavani chavaurn. 
namalagi la'i lasa lalita-bacana kahi, 

byādha jyorn bisaya-bihamgani bajhāvaum. 2. 
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kutila satakoti mere roma para variyahi, 

sadhu ganatimem pahalehi ganavaum. 

parama barbara kharba garva-parbata carhalē, 
agya sarbagya, jana-mani janavaum. 3. 

samica kidhaum jhütha moko kahata ko'u- 

ko'u rama! ravaro, haum tumharo kahavaum. 
biradaki laja kari dasa tulasihim deva! 

lehu apana'i aba dehu jani bavaum. 4. 


Verse no. 208—'Oh Lord (Ram)! How can and in what words should I pray to you? 
When I look at (i.e. consider) the numerous sins and mischief done by me using 
various means and methods (involving the three faculties by which a man acts in an 
unrighteous and contempteous way—i.e. one's mind, one's speech or words, and 
one's deeds), and then contemplate on (the possiblity of) seeking refuge in your holy 
feet, my head bows down in shame and I feel exceedingly hesitant to come to you 
seeking shelter and pardon for my misbehaviour (1). 


[Now, let me outline my misdeeds and pretensions of being pious before the world in 
order to deceive others, and you will understand the utter shame I feel in coming to 
face you.] 

Disguised as a Lord's devotee, I make a beautiful (i.e. misleading, deceitful, 
fraudulent) net (a snare, a trap), camouflage it with cunning, trickery, fraud and 
cheating in the shape of green leaves, mount this contraption on a long pole in the 
shape of your holy name, and put the sticking-gum on it in the disguise of sweet, 
pleasant-sounding but treacherous and false words—and I use this contraption 
(shaped as a tree branch) to trap the birds representing pleasures of the sense organs, 
the objects of the senses and the charms of material world—like a bird-catcher 
catches a bird.! (2). 

[By this metaphor, Tulsidas means that outwardly one appears to be a saint or 
a pious soul—complete with a religious mark known as the ‘Tilak’ on the forehead, a 
rosary in hand, uttering Lord Ram’s holy name from the lips and singing the Lord’s 
glories aloud in a sweet voice, going around preaching others the virtues of devotion 
and love for the Lord God as well as other spiritual virtues such as renunciation and 
detachment, but all this is a mean to deceive the world to make it fall into the trap. In 
fact, false saints and pretentious persons practice nothing of what they say or preach, 
for they hanker for worldly things, are eager to gratify their sense organs, are hungry 
for fame and money, they run after sensual pleasures and worldly comforts, and they 
utter the Lord’s holy name only to feed their stomachs and not for any kind of 
spiritual welfare. 

Applying such an evil and sinful character upon himself in order to avoid 
being accused of raising fingers at others and being too pretentious himself, Tulsidas 
says that in fact he himself is like a cruel bird-catcher who lays a beautiful trap to 
catch the innocent and unwary bird not only to cause the poor creature immense 
suffering but also to accumulate a bigger and more heavier burden of sins for himself 
with each passing day. 

The bird-catcher lays a trap consisting of a net that is covered by leaves, and 
then he spreads some seeds on the ground. As soon as the poor bird comes to eat the 
seeds, the bird-cather immediately lets the net fall with the help of a long pole, 
catching the helpless bird. 


638 


In this metaphor, the ‘net’ consists of the false attire and external looks of a 
devotee of the Lord; the 'cover of green leaves' is symbolised by deception and 
pretentions; the ‘pole’ is sweet words and singing of the glories of the Lord; and the 
‘bird’ is the many material sense objects of the world that one covets and grabs at the 
first opportunity. That is to say, he preaches renunciation but lusts for material things; 
he preaches the Lord's holy name but his mind is hooked to the temptations of the 
world.] 


Its such a great irony that though I am so great a sinner, a wicked rascal, a depraved, 
pervert and unscrupulous fellow that 100 million unrighteous and evil ones can be 
sacrificed as against my single body-hair (i.e. my one hair is equivalent to several 
million potent vices and sins, and since my body has so many uncountable hairs, my 
sins and wickedness are also measureless, uncountable, indescribable and 
immense)—but inspite of that I still try to get myself counted as being the first among 
saints and pious people, and claim to be the most exalted and the best among them. 

Though I am very deceitful, pervert, pretentious, immodest and unashamed of 
my behaviour and deeds, though I am lowly, mean, wicked and unscrupulous—but I 
have mounted a hill of pride, arrogance, haughtiness and ego (claiming that I am most 
holy, pious, righteious and noble!). That is why, though being ignorant and stupid, I 
dare to call (declare) myself an expert, one who is wise and learned, and is the best 
among (the Lord's) devotees! [Well, Lord, look at my audacity—how incredulously 
pervert, ridiculous and wicked I am indeed.] (3). 


Oh Ravaro (an affectionate way of addressing Lord Sri Ram who is the King- 
Emperor and the Lord of all Lords)! I cannot tell whether it is true or false (i.e. 
whether is it correct or incorrecct), but some people speak of me as being one of yours 
(they say, ‘this fellow belongs to Sri Ram’; he is the Lord’s devotee and servant). In 
fact, I too like myself that I be called so (1.e. I love being identified as one of your true 
devotees, and being honoured and given respect for it). 

Oh Lord! Just because of this, you should now accept Tulsidas to uphold the 

high dignity, sanctity, the most exalted stature, the immaculate reputation, the great 
glories and the immense fame of yourself as well as of your holy name. [To wit, once 
I have been identified as being one of your devotees and servants, if I still remain 
wretched and wicked, sinful and vile, depraved, decadent, perverse and pervert, 
rejected and dejected, if I still don't find liberation and deliverance from my sins and 
burden of evil deeds—then just think oh Lord, how will you save your reputation, 
fame and good name; what will the world say? Saving me is a small price you'll have 
to pay to protect your own greatness and glories! A great much is at stake— so, hurry- 
up Lord and don't delay any further in granting me freedom from my miseries and 
worldly entanglements so that your glories and reputation does not get tarnished in the 
least due to me.]’ (4). 
[Note :- No wonder Tulsidas has cited the example of the cunning *Bird-catcher' in 
this verse—he himself is no less clever! See how he has trapped Sri Ram. First he 
sings Lord Ram's glories, then says about himself that he is the most wretched fellow 
and a sinful one, and then literally puts the Lord on notice and forces him to protect 
Tulsidas so as to save his own reputation! What a clever bargain indeed, and a 
profitable one at that!! Tulsidas invokes Lord Sri Ram's merciful, kind, munificent, 
compassionate and benevolent nature to fulfil his own desire for liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation. 
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Tulsidas has so great faith in the Lord's nature and his love for his devotees as 
well as acceptance of those sinful ones who come to seek the Lord's shelter that he 
does not fear in literally imposing himself on the Lord, knowing fully well that the 
gracious Lord can't and won't refuge him. How clever and crafty of Tulsidas indeed it 
is!] 

22k a ak 2k 2 ak ok 


(7.24) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika”, verse no. 
211: 


Ram, will you...... ? 


(211) 


Pas Hd! wr wur xg | 
wife pur eurer, Tor, FAY, Gel AR AR, 

Re wae arf are uere |11 || 
AA wg oats fod exu wer fafau RA, 

SIETA ara PB Eay ae ast | 
dafa! Id NUI VARA MAATA 

faa aga fro qa sr angl i211 
Hre-"a-uri—ermiüfa = weise 

wed Peet PR que qu RET | 
-ara-ara A atte ad, 

Smet «e wa $ RA wp AST 13 1 | 
Home MPa, UA, 

alta a4, afer fora nf wi exei | 

gnaden da—fēfaa eari 

Raa ore «mer! efe ifa PRET | 14 || 


(211) 


kabahumi raghubansamani! so krpā karahuge. 
jehi krpa byadha, gaja, bipra, khala nara tare, 
tinhahim sama mani mohi natha ud'dharahuge. 1. 
joni bahu janami kiye karama khala bibidha bidhi, 
adhama acarana kachu hrdaya nahi dharahuge. 
dinahita! ajita sarabagya samaratha pranatapala 
cita mrdula nija gunani anusarahuge. 2. 
moha-mada-mana-kamadi khala-mandali 
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sakula niramüla kari dusaha dukha harahuge. 
joga-japa-jagya-bigyana te adhika ati, 

amala drrha bhagati dai parama sukha bharahugé. 3. 
mandajana-maulimani sakala sadhana-hina, 

kutila mana, malina jiya jani jo darahuge. 

dasatulasi beda-bidita birudavali 

bimala jasa natha! kehi bhamti bistarahuge. 4. 


Verse no. 211—Oh Lord Raghubansamani (Lord Sri Ram who is like a jewel in the 
clan of king Raghu of Ayodhya)! Will you ever show the same grace, mercy and 
compassion on me on the strength (potent powers and influence) of which the hunter- 
cum-bandit (Valmiki), Gajendra (the Elephant), the Brahmin (Ajamil) and many other 
wretched rascals and wicked ones had crossed the ocean-like mundane world? 

Oh Lord! Will you liberate me and deliver me from my sorrows and the trap in 
the form of this world in which I find myself (mohi natha ud'dharahuge) by 
treating me as one of those sinners and vile ones whom you have liberated and 
delivered already. [Lord, please treat me as a sinner similar to the ones you have 
already liberated in the past, and therefore you should have no hesitation in giving me 
the same relief as you had given them. ] (1). 


By taking birth through numerous wombs (*jūni bahu janami”; i.e. in numerous 
forms as different types of creatures), I have indulged in doing counless wicked 
deeds. (joni ----- kiye karama khala bibidha bidhi) 

Will you not mind my mischief and malficence, the fact of my corrupt nature 
and wicked behaviour (while weighing in your heart whether to accept me and grant 
me emanciation and salvation) ? (adhama ācarana kachu hrdaya nahi 
dharahugē). 


Oh Lord who is the graceful benefactor and well-wisher of the distressed, the 
downtrodden, the meek, the weak, the lowly and the wretched ones (dinahita)! Will 
you live up to your reputation of being (a) invincible and so powerful that no enemy 
can ever subdue you (“ajita”; here meaning my enemies symbolised by my 
negativities and the countless vices that I have, such as passions or Kaam, anger or 
Krodh, attachments or Moha, greed or Lobha etc.), of being (b) aware of or knowing 
the thoughts of others (''sarabagya”; i.e. you must be aware about my internal evil 
thoughts, but at the same time of the fact that I sincerely wish to surrender before you 
and seek your devotion and love in my heart), of being (c) able to do everything and 
achieve success in all, as nothing is impossible for you (“Samaratha”; i.e. it is 
possible for you to remove all my hurdles and cut all my fetters, and provide me with 
salvation, emancipation and devotion in your holy feet, and take care of my general 
well-being), and of being (d) commited to give protection to those who have taken 
refuge in your holy feet (pranatapala), and other such countless noble and virtuous 
qualities—Lord, will you follow this path for which you are well known, which you 
have avowed to uphold consistently (because you will have to take into account your 
own fame and reputation while taking a decision in my matter).” (2). 
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['In verse no. 208 herein above, Tulsidas has already said that he is ashamed 
of his past evil deeds and sins that he had accumulated in his many previous births. 
But at the same time, Lord Ram is so merciful that when a distressed creature comes 
to him seeking refuge and merciful forgiveness, the Lord doesn't refuse him but 
accepts the creature gladly, for this is the Lord's nature and habit. This fact has been 
proclaimed by Lord Ram himself while accepting Vibhishan, the brother of the 
demon king Ravana of Lanka, when he had come to the Lord for acceptance as his 
devotee and refugee—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (1) Doha no. 43 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that follow it; and (11) Chaupai line nos. 1-7 precede Doha 
no. 48. 

*“Oh Lord, considering your fame and noble virtues for which you are so 
famed and world-renowned, will you overlook or ‘wink’ at my sins, faults, vices, 
shortcomings etc., read what is in my mind and heart as you are all-knowing, and 
accept the fact that I am sincere when I say that I have come to seek refuge in your 
holy feet. Lord, then you will be convinced that I am not trying to deceive you when I 
say I have come to surrender at your holy feet and seek your devotion and love in 
return. Since you are all-forgiving and merciful exceedingly, I am very sure that I will 
be granted what wish is in my heart: which is to have devotion and love for you, as 
well as to get liberation and deliverance from this trap-like mundane world. Oh Lord, 
by your grace, my soul will find emancipation and salvation for all times to come. 

Yes oh Lord, you can do it; there isin't an iota of doubt about it. Yes, you can 
for sure remove the fetters that have bound and pilloried me to this world of 
transmigration, causing me uncountable sufferings and unsurmontable grief. It is only 
you who can redeem my soul! 

My sins are like enemies for me, and you being an invincible Lord (ajita) can 
surely defeat them on behalf of your servant and devotee named Tulsidas. 

You are all-knowing (Sarabagya), so there is no chance I can cheat on you. 

You are all-able and competent (samaratha), as well as the one who is 
morally bound to give refuge to seekers (pranatapala). Therefore you can't find an 
excuse to refuse my petition for granting me refuge and protection from my cruel 
enemies and ill-fate.] 


Oh gracious Lord! Will you remove the intolerable sufferings and horrible torments 
which I am subjected to (dusaha dukha harahuge) by uprooting and eliminating 
(*sakula niramūla kari”; destroying, killing, ejecting, neutralising) the hordes or 
groups of wicked fellows (khala-maņdalī) that have firmly entrenched themselves in 
my heart, and causing immense consternation and vexation for me from within my 
own self? 

These wicked fellows are the following negative traits, vices and evil 
tendencies that are present in my heart: (a) worldly attractions, attachments and 
infatuations (mOha); (b) haughtiness and arrogance (mada); (c) hypocrisy, pride, ego 
and vanity (mana); and (d) lust, passion and desire and other such wicked characters 
(kamadi)? 

What more (or better still), will you fill my heart (i.e. the place thus vacated by 
these rascals from my heart) with the extreme ecstasy, exceeding joy and supreme 
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bliss (parama sukha bharahugé) by bestowing upon me the boon of having steady 
and unwavering devotion and affection of the purest kind for you (amala drrha 
bhagati dai) which is more worthy, more sought after, more effective, more 
important and far better than (te adhika ati) the boon of being successful in doing 
Yoga ('jūga”; meditation, concentration on the Lord), Japa ('japa”; constant 
recitation of Mantras), Yagya (“jagya”; fire and other religious sacrifices) and Vigyan 
(*bigyāna”; acquisition of knowlege and wisdom)? (3). 

[Put in simple words, Tulsidas prays to Lord Ram to grant him ‘Bhakti’ 
which means to have devotion and affection for the Lord and refuge in his holy feet 
rather then success in Yoga, Japa, Yagya and Vigyan. The plain and simple reason is 
that all these paths are difficult to follow and full of pitfalls and obstacles, while the 
path of Bhakti is straightforward with no encumberances. This fact is also endorsed in 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (1) from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
84—to Doha no. 85; (ii) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 119—to 
Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes Doha no. 120.] 


Oh Lord, if you feel afraid, a bit hesitant and reluctant (jani jo darahuge) to give 
succour and refuge to Tulsidas who is a humble servant of yours (dāsatulasī) because 
he is first among the wicked, the rascals, the miscreants, the lowly and the 
downtrodden (mandajana-maulimani), one who is devoid of all resources and 
ablities (sakala sadhana-hina), whose mind is sinful, deceitful, cunning and 
treacherous (kutila mana), and whose heart is dark, corrupt, evil and pervert (malina 
jiya)—well oh Lord (natha), then say (or think) how will you be able to spread (kēhi 
bhamti bistarahugé) your magnificent glory and establish your immaculate and 
grand reputation in the world (**bimala jasa”; as the Lord who forgives all the sins of 
his devotees, the Lord who purifies the sinful and gives them refuge, the Lord who 
never turns down anyone if he comes seeking mercy and grace, and so on) that has 
been extolled and proclaimed so assertively even in the Vedas (the scriptures; beda- 
bidita birudāvalī)?* (4). 

['Tulsidas pleads with Lord Ram to keep in mind the Lord's own reputation 
while considering Tulsidas' pleas for seeking refuge with the Lord and grant of 
liberation and deliverance. This is the Lord's promise that he will go out of his way to 
save the lowly and the sinful if they just surrender before him sincerely with a 
determination not to repeat their sins again, and are honestly regretful for whatever 
sins they already have done. The Lord would not only accept them but would take 
care of their future well-being in all respects. 

Therefore, Tulsidas urges Lord Ram not to delay in giving his refuge in his 
holy feet and grant him the boon of having devotion and affection for the Lord.] 
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(7.25) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika', verse no. 
235: 


Lord Rama is like the Cintamani Gem 


(235) 


tae oars RR | 

UAT KEARI— wu afer Pad Ra TART | |1 || 

ous vild gea, PRR, wet, dde Hrs | 
yad Fes wee fers oe, ek eee oR AM |12 11 
ya fet wife ur PRX ga 4 uni AR 

Wal Well der wrer wal, Sas A gau PRA |13 1 | 

ue dd AK Ragi afta dt Bt Gm 
genii faa-facar 4 fae faq faa ulead) i4 || 


(235) 


aisehi janama-samüha sirane. 

prananatha raghunatha-se prabhu taji sevata carana birane. 1. 

je jara jiva kutila, kayara, khala, kevala kalimala-sane. 

sukhata badana prasansata tinha kaham, haritérn adhika kari mane. 2. 
sukha hita kūti upaya nirantara karata na payam pirānē. 

sada malina panthake jala jyorn, kabahunt na hrdaya thirane. 3. 

yaha dinata düra karibeko amita jatana ura ane. 

tulasi cita-cinta na mitai binu cintamani pahicane. 4. 


Verse no. 235—Alas! In this regretful way (as narrated in verse nos. 83 and 234 of 
this book), numerous lives (births) have been wasted by me in vain. Unfortunately 
during all these lives, I had abandoned such a magnanimous and benevolent Lord as 
Lord Raghunatha (Sri Ram), who is so exceedingly lovable and dearest to one's 
heart (prananatha), and instead I had frittered away my time in endlessly serving at 
the feet of others (who were all driven by selfishness and had never bothered and 
cared for my true well-being) (1). 


It is such a sorry and pitiable state of affairs for me that I had made my throat hoarse 
and my mouth dry by praising and extolling (sukhata badana prasansata tinha 
kaham) all through my life all those stupid and ignorant Jivas ("je jara jīva”; 
creatures) who are soaked only in the evils, faults and negativities associated with 
Kaliyug (kevala kalimala-sane) without having anything good to their credit and 
meritorious in their name, who are wicked and deceitful to the hilt, who are coward 
and treacherous to the extreme, who are rascals, cunning and unscrupulous without 
limit to their perversion and evilness (kutila, kayara, khala). 

It is such an irony (and a proof of my own stupidity and foolhardiness that I 
had been veciforeously praising and lauding such despicable creatures as if they were 
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more exalted, greater and better than the Lord God himself (haritem adhika kari 
mané)!' (2). 

[ To wit, instead of loathing such sinful and evil persons and avoiding any 
contact with them, I had not only liberally praised them but even raised them to an 
exalted lever higher than the Lord God. How ignorant am I, and how deplorable is my 
state of mind!] 


Alas, it is so sad that my legs never felt tired and ached (na payam pirānē) while 
endlessly pursuing countless paths and trying various methods in order to derive 
happiness and comfort from the gross sense objects of this mundane world (sukha 
hita koti upaya nirantara karata). 

The condition of my heart had always been so unclean and abhorable like the 
filthy puddle of murky water found on a dusty road (sada malina panthake jala 
jyom); it had never found stability, purity and cleanliness (Kkabahum' na hrdaya 
thiran&)? (3). 

[In stanza no. 2 the deplorable condition of the mind is described, and of the 
heart in this stanza no. 3. These two components, viz. the mind and the heart, form the 
subtle body of the creature who is controlled from within his own self by these two 
entities. The creature’s external gross body is driven by the instructions issued by his 
internal subtle body. This is why Tulsidas finds fault with the mind and the heart 
instead of the gross body.] 


I thought over this problem and contemplated upon numerous ways and means to 
remove this wretched, miserable and stupid state of affairs that I find myself in (yaha 
dinata dūra karibeko amita jatana ura ane), but oh Tulsidas, the worries and 
consternations that have agitated you and upset your mind and heart cannot be 
eliminated (cita-cinta na mitai) without recognising that there is a wonderful gem 
known as ‘Chintamani’ (“binu cintamani pahicānē”—because this is a single 
‘charm’ that can act as a miracle-panacea for all your worries and fears that have so 
much confounded you)? (4). 

[ The word ‘Chintamani’ means a gem that removes all worries and grief. 

Tulsidas advises that once we realise that Lord Ram and his holy name is the 
one-stop solution for all our spiritual and worldly problems, then there would be no 
scope for fear and confusions any more. The problem lasts only till the time a creature 
does not recognise this fact. 

In the context of what has been said in stanza nos. 1-3, this last stanza implies 
that all the problems that a creature faces in his life have their genesis in the creature's 
stupidity inasmuch as he had spent his life in serving and pleasing so many lords and 
masters, including of course the many gods and other deities that he worshipped and 
made offerings to, instead of having love and devotion for Lord Ram, for had he done 
so the Lord would have taken upon himself to look after the creature's well-being and 
happiness as well as his liberation and deliverance from the cycle of transmigration. 

Verily, if a traveller has to pass through a place full of wicked people as 
characterised in this verse, and he is so sore affright of them that he thinks it best to 
keep them in good humour by offering his obeisance to them so that they don't bother 
him unnecessarily in the passage through this thug-country, then Lord Ram is his true 
friend and guide who will accompany him and take him safely across without letting 
these cruel inhabitants of the place harming him. 
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When a traveller passes through a dense forest said to be infested with ghosts 
and wild spirits, he keeps on muttering some holy charm so that his passage is made 
safe. Likewise, a wise person would invoke Lord Ram while journeying through the 
wild forest-like world infested with wicked and treacherous people. 

A lonely man feels scared and utterly frightened in a dark forest inhabited by 
wild beasts. But with a torch in hand and an expert hunter to protect and guide him, 
his confidence gets a boost and he traverses the jungle path fearlessly. Here, the torch 
is symbolic of Lord Sri Ram's holy name, and the expert hunter stands for the 
protective shield that the Lord offers himself.] 


KK K K K K KK K K 


(7.26) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
242: 


Tulasīdāsa’ humble self vis-à-vis the exalted stature of Lord Sri Rama 


(242) 


gar day, 4 dT ale Wr, Ge Fuld wag | 

area gea- AAAA afe enr quw eR! 4 gd ges | |1 || 
ef FAIA He UVa, GA qure uias | 

al say, wq! qu ermer-fed, fad ule exfa wag aÈ ong |12 11 
al aid, anA- ae qa, PRA PTA sis | 

el wild qu gd Goa HU, ORA Had HUT faery | 13 || 

GA Gear NA A, 8l ofa «Rad fae sm UTR | 

ue fora om are deel we wee RA afer MATS | 14 | | 


(242) 


tumasama dinabandhu, na dina ko'u mosama, sunahu nrpati raghurāī. 
mosama kutila-maulimani nahim jaga, tumasama hari! na harana kutilā'ī. 1. 
haur mana-bacana-karama pataka-rata, tuma krpalu patitana-gatida’. 
haum anatha, prabhu! tuma anatha-hita, cita yahi surati kabahum nahim jā'ī. 
2. 

haum arata, ārati-nāsaka tuma, kīrati nigama-puranani ga’. 

haum sabhita tuma harana sakala bhaya, karana kavana krpa bisarā'ī. 3. 
tuma sukhadhama rama $rama-bharijana, haum ati dukhita tribidha $rama 
pal. 

yaha jiya jāni dasa tulasī kahant rākhahu sarana samujhi prabhuta'. 4. 


Verse no. 242—Listen oh King of kings, Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram; *sunahu nrpati 
raghurā'ī”)! On the one hand there is no one else except you who is a better friend 
and a better well-wisher of those who are meek, weak, humble and distressed 
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(tumasama dinabandhu), and on the other hand there is no one more meek, weak, 
humble and distressed than me (na dina ko'u mosama). 

Indeed in all sooth there is superior to me in being wicked and evil in mind 
and heart this world (mosama kutila-maulimani nahirn jaga), and likewise there is 
no one oh Lord who is comparable to you as being a destroyer of such evil traits 
(tumasama hari! na harana kutilā'ī).' (1). 

['To wit, oh Lord, I perfectly fit the bill and am fully eligible to get your 
attention in this matter, for I am highly wicked, very evil and overwhelmed with sins 
in this world, and you are the one who is renowned to provide freedom from all such 
negativities. So now you must accept me for this very reason that you have to purify 
me and purge all the negativities and remove all impurities that have so far 
overwhelmed me—for otherwise your immaculate reputation would take a beating 
and get tarnished.] 


I am engrossed and indulgent in sins, vices and evil deeds by using my mind, with my 
speech and words, and in my deeds and actions (haum mana-bacana-karama 
pataka-rata), and oh merciful and gracious Lord (krpalu), you are the one who 
provides the supreme state of purification (i.e. emancipation and salvation to the soul 
of) sinners, those who are evil and vile (tuma patitana-gatida'). 

I am a desolate, lonely and a destitute person (haum anatha), and oh Lord, 
you are the benefactor of such people (prabhu tuma anatha-hita). 

I just cannot get rid of (i.e. drive away, forget, remove, erase) this fact from 
my heart and mind (cita yahi surati kabahun nahim ja"). [And this is why I keep 
on insisting you to help me and accept me as one of your humble servant, follower 
and devotee—for I know that you love such distressed souls and have extreme 
compassion and love for them in your magnanimous heart. So how can you not accept 
me or neglect me by any measure?] (2). 


I am miserable, distressed, sorrowful and unhappy (haum arata), while you are the 
one who removes them (arati-nasaka tuma). 

The Vedas and Purans sing (decare loudly, proclaim) this glory and fame of 
yours (kirati nigama-puranani gā'ī). [To wit, I am not saying anything cooked up by 
me because I am suffering, but this fact about your magnanimous nature and 
benevolent temperament is proclaimed by the ancient scriptures too.] 

I am scared of this world (*haurn sabhīta”; consisting of the cycle of birth 
and death, and its accompanying horrors), and you are the destroyer of all fears (tuma 
harana sakala bhaya). 

[So therefore, inspite of so many ways in which we are both related to each 
other—] What is the reason that you don't show your mercy, benevolence, kindness 
and grace upon me (karana kavana krpa bisarā'ī)? [To wit, oh Lord, you must be 
kind to me, for this is in your nature to be kind to those who are sorrowful and 
distressed, if they come to you begging for mercy and forgiveness which I am doing.] 


(3). 


Oh Lord Sri Ram! You are an abode of bliss (tuma sukhadhama rama) and are the 
eliminator of weariness (i.e. agitations, frustrations, miseries etc.) that torment a 
creature in his life in this world (Srama-bhanjana), while I am extremely sorrowful 
and miserable (“haur ati dukhita"; i.e. am agitated, frustrated and weary), tired of 
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the constant misery caused to me by the three agitations or turbulences of the world 
(tribidha $rama pat)’. 

[The 3 agitations of the world which create misery and weariness are Daihik 
= related to physical body such as disease, old age etc.; Daivic = related to Gods, 
demi-gods, malignant stars creating so many unforseen and beyond control hurdles 
and problems; Bhautik = related to terrestrial world e.g. rivers, mountains, fires, 
floods, famine, droughts etc.; also due to family, kins, relations, enemies as well as 
reptiles such as serpents, animals etc. ] 

Considering all these facts and aspects in your heart, and realising your own 
fame, glory and honour, you should surely keep Tulsidas (yaha jiya jani dasa tulasī 
kaham) in your shelter and give him refuge in your holy feet (rakhahu sarana 
samujhi prabhuta") (4). 


OK 2K K OK K KK K K ok 


(7.27) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika’, verse no. 
254: 


Lord Sri Rama’s Holy Name 


(254) 


wa! wart ATA ART Wrg-füg È | 

Ore, ye- MA-ES, 

waa 94—17 aa fgg È IN 11 
wdele aRa sum AAAA Hf 

ferr PR «mad m--g él 
AMPĪ Walder ARE worl wet, 

JAR wfs we wer wg gil 
CRIMI, UWNHINSI-WEED CI, 

waa RG «s feq È | 
genit gara wel, wife wur él, 

TTT fra. fete er Ferg F113 || 


(254) 


rama! ravaro nama mero matu-pitu hai. 
sujana-sanēhī, guru-sahiba, sakha-suhrda, 
rama-nama prema-pana abicala bitu hai. 1. 
satakoti carita apara dadhinidhi mathi 

liyo kadhi bamadeva nama-ghrtu hai. 
namako bharoso-bala cārihū phalako phala, 
sumiriye chadi chala, bhalo krtu hai. 2. 
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svaratha-sadhaka, paramaratha-dayaka nama, 
rama-nama sarikho na aura hitu hai. 

tulasī subhava kahī, sarmiciye paraigī sahi, 
sitanatha-nama nita citahū ko citu hai. 3. 


Verse no. 254—Oh Lord Sri Ram! (rama!) Your Majesty’s (ravaro) holy name is my 
only parent (father and mother—nama mero matu-pitu hai), my only kith, kin and 
other dear relations (Sujana-sanéhi), my only revered teacher (Guru—guru), my 
master and lord (sahiba), my friend and companion (sakha), and my selfless well- 
wisher and benefactor (suhrda). 

I say in all sooth and without any gainsay that the eternal and abiding 
affection, love and devotion that I have in your holy name, and to which I am whole- 
heartedly committed (rama-nama prema-pana), is my only lasting wealth and 
sustainable treasure (abicala bitu hai) (that cannot be robbed from me!) (1). 


The fact is that Lord Shiva had churned the curd-like ocean of measureless 
dimensions consisting of 100 Crores (i.e. hundreds of thousands) of your (Sri Ram's) 
divine stories that describe your countless virtuous acts, your excellent fame and 
glories (satakoti carita apara dadhinidhi mathi), and as a fruit of this churning he 
had extracted clarified butter in the form of ‘Ram's Holy Name’ (liyO kadhi 
bāmadēva nāma-ghrtu hai)!. 

The strength and support (both mental and emotional; both temporal and 
spiritual) that Lord Ram's holy name gives to a creature are astounding, and the 
Lord's holy name is exceedingly powerful and robust in every respect (namako 
bharoso-bala). 

To wit, relying on Lord Ram's holy name and deriving support and strength 
from it 1s the best spiritual effort a creature can make, for it 1s the best thing to rely 
upon for one's own good. Verily, it is like a single best fruit that is borne on a tree 
consisting of the other four noble rewards that one usually gets by being righteous and 
doing meritorious deeds in life (cārihū phalako phala)”. 

Therefore, one should constantly remember it (Sri Ram's holy name) with 
honesty and dedication after discarding all types of deceit, crookedness, pretensions, 
cunning, trickery and deception (sumiriyē chādi chala)*. [This is because the Lord 
does not like trickery and crookedness in his devotee's heart. If the devotee is not 
sincere and then he pretends to chant the holy name of Lord Ram, no benefit would 
accrue to him, and when he suffers inspite of saying the Lord's holy name he would 
blame the Lord instead of acknowledging his own fault.] 

This is the best spiritual effort or exercise that a person can undertake (bhalo 
krtu hai) for his own welfare (2). 

[There are countless instances in the epic Book known as “Ram Charit 
Manas" written by Goswami Tulsidas where the importance and glory of Lord Ram's 
holy name and his divine story are highlighted. Some of these instances are the 
following:-- (a) Baal Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to 
Chaupai line nos. 1 that precedes Doha no. 28; (11) Chaupai line nos. 1-14 that precede 
Doha no. 32; (iii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 46; (b) Uttar Kand, (iv) 
Doha no. 124 ka; (v) Doha no. 126; (vi) Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
129. 

"The four traditional great rewards for being righteous and doing meritorious 
deeds in life are the following—(a) *Artha' (prosperity and material well-being), 
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'Dharma' (acquisition of fame for being the virtues of righteousness, probity, 
propriety, noble conduct etc.) ‘Kaam’ (fulfilment of all desires), and ‘Moksha’ 
(emancipation, salvation and one-ness with the supreme Lord). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede 
Doha no. 44.] 


[In Gita, Lord Krishna had declared that consistency and perseverance with 
remembering and constant chanting of the Lord's holy name is yet another form of 
manifestation of the Lord himself—Gita 10/25.] 


Oh Lord, your name can help achieve all worldly desires (*svāratha-sādhaka”; i.e. 
help serve self-interest related to existence in this gross material world) as well as 
bestow emancipation and salvation (paramaratha-dayaka). [To wit, the Lord's holy 
name takes care of both the temporal and the spiritual welfare of the creature.] 

Forsooth and without gainsay indeed, there is nothing more beneficial, more 
considerate, more favourably inclined and more gracious towards a creature and his 
well-being than Lord Sri Ram's holy name (rama-nama sarikho na aura hitu hai). 

Tulsidas makes this truthful statement about Lord Ram's nature and 
temperament (tulasī subhava kahī) after verifying its authenticity, and establishing 
its veracity and effectiveness based on his own experience (sāmciyē paraigī sah). 
[To wit, he makes this assertion boldly, authoritatively, honestly and truthfully (as a 
matter of fact, without any deceit, pretension and deception, or any kind of vested 
interest in saying so, as it his personal experience and he can vouch for its authenticity 
and truth.] 

The holy name of Sita's Lord Sri Ram (sitanatha-nama) should be the real 
focus of concentration of one's mind and sub-conscious (nita citahü ko citu hai)". 
(3). 

[When the mind and the sub-conscious are under the proper and wise control 
of the driver in the form of Sri Ram's holy name, there will be no chance of their 
going astray and move about like an aimless vagrant—colliding with so many bitter 
feelings and sorrowful experiences, and ending weary with frustration, 
disillusionment, disgust and agitation. Sri Ram's holy name, at the driver's seat, will 
judiciously, expertly and efficiently manoeuvre the vehicle towards its destination— 
and it is to give peace, tranquility, supreme bliss, contentedness, equanimity, 
equitability, uniformity, stability, forebearance etc. to the creature.] (3). 
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(7.28) Goswami Tulsidas’ Book of Prayers, ‘Vinai Patrika', verse no. 
269: 


How much love should I have for Lord Rama 


(269) 


xa og fre aA np AR Aer? 

Oe vilga vat vitor, ATA val PAI fed, val gt AAAA | [1 I | 
wt ya fuu aft ari ATR deer 

at AR AA ore ORY pear! gat YA OAT! 1211 
HTTP ae pē sā wy Waar] 

getters wr wad, sf ore «ura! dot am WII 


(269) 


rama kabahum priya lagihau jaise nira minako? 

sukha jivana jyom jivako, mani jyom phaniko hita, jyom dhana lobha-linako. 
d 

jyom subhaya priya lagati nāgarī nagara navinako. 

tyom mere mana lalasa kariyé karunakara! pavana prema pinako. 2. 
manasako data kahaim $ruti prabhu pravinako. 

tulasidasa ko bhavato, bali ja'um dayānidhi! dijai dana dinako. 3. 


Verse no. 269—Oh Lord Sri Ram! Will I ever have as much affection, love and 
endearment for you (a) as the fish has for the water (“kabahum priya lāgihau jaise 
nira minako"; the fish cannot survive detached from the water), (b) as the creature 
loves a life of comfort and happiness (“sukha jivana jyOm jivako"; the creature tries 
all dirty tricks to get comfort and happiness in life), (c) as the serpent loves the ‘Mani’ 
(“mani jyom phaniko hita"; the Mani is a luminiscent sac formed by secretions from 
the glands on the hood of a special type of snake; if the sac is removed it is said that 
the snake dies), and (d) as a great greedy miser loves his wealth (^jyom dhana 
lobha-linako"; for a miser, everything else in the world is secondary as compared to 
his pennies). (1). 


Or else, even as a young actor is naturally attracted towards a young, clever and 
beautiful actress (jyorn subhaya priya lagati nāgarī nagara navinako), oh Lord 
who shows mercy and compassion (karunakara), please produce (or develop) in my 
mind and heart (i.e. my inner-self) an intense desire (tyorn mere mana lālasā 
kariyé) for drinking the nectar symbolised by having exclusive love and devotion for 
you that is of the purest kind, that is intense, truthful, steady, abiding and eternal by its 
inherent nature (pavana prema pinako). [Oh Lord, let it be so that I love and have 
affection for no one else except you; let me be devoted to you and no one else.] (2). 


The Vedas assert (kahaim Sruti) that the Lord fulfills all the wishes and desires (that 
arise in the heart of his devotees and those who come to him seeking something—* 
manasako data”), and that the Lord is very clever and proficient towards that end 
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(prabhu pravinako). [That is, the Lord understands one's needs and desires even 
without speaking or asking for them specifically. So the Lord fulfills them on his own 
by merely approaching the Lord and submitting one's self before the Lord.] 

Oh an abode of mercy, compassion, kindness and grace (dayanidhi)! I 
earnestly beseech you, I sincerely plead before you (bali jā'um) to give as alms the 
things which Tulsidas wishes in his heart (tulasidasa ko bhavato, dijai dana 
dinako). [And, what does he want? In brief, Tulsidas wants nothing else but to have 
everlasting love and devotion for Lord Ram and faith in the Lord's holy name.] (4). 
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